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By Natalie Proulx
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - On Sat-
urday, March 29, The GFWC 
Wilbraham Junior Women’s 
Club held their annual Bun-
ny Breakfast event at St. Ce-
cilia’s Church Parish Center 
from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

Upon entry, walking into 
the parish center, you could 
smell the delightful scent 
of pancakes and sausage. 
Attendees were able to pur-
chase tickets directly at entry 
through cash or in advance 
via Venmo or on the Wilbra-
ham Junior Women’s Club 
website. 

Tickets for all adults were 
$8, $6 for children 1-12 years 
old, and free for those under 
1. 

Michele Mariani, a mem-
ber of the GFWC Wilbraham 

Junior Women’s Club and the 
main coordinator for the Bun-
ny Breakfast event, explained 
a bit of the behind the scenes 
of the set up. 

“It was a bit of planning,” 

Mariani said. “We have our 
kitchen crew that does all the 
food stuff so that really helped 

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Friends 
of Wilbraham-Hampden Vet-
erans hosted a coffee social at 
the VFW Post 9397 on March 
28.

The event invited local 
Veterans, families and friends 
to gather for connection and 

fellowship, with the donuts 
and coffee donated by Rice 
Fruit Farm. The event came 
ahead of Vietnam War Veter-
ans Day, which takes place on 
March 29. 

This event was the first 
hosted by the group, which 
formed earlier this year with a 
mission to support local Vet-
erans and their families. 

The Friends of Wilbra-

ham-Hampden Veterans meet 
on the second Wednesday of 
every month at 5 p.m. at the 
Wilbraham Senior Center in 
Wilbraham and are currently 
overseen by co-chairpersons 
Donna Gregory and Joseph 
Bonilla, with VSO Advis-
ers Patrick Renna and Jered 
Sasen. All members also offer 
their ideas and input. 

Another upcoming event 

is ECI Technologies and 
Route 20 Bar and Grille 
teaming up to support the 
Wilbraham Veterans Assis-
tance Fund at Route 20 Bar & 
Grille on 2341 Boston Road 
in Wilbraham on May 20 
from 4 to 8 p.m.

Bonilla emphasized build-
ing fellowship, hoping to 
build relationships with orga-
nizations. 

“Understand that Vets 
have a diverse spectrum of 
experience when it comes to 
reintegration and after leav-
ing service, so understand-
ing that social dynamic, it’s 
really important to provide 
opportunities for that, espe-
cially because of a lot of our 

Submitted by Sara Melikian 
& Elaine Gernux

WILBRAHAM – Patti 
Sullivan, a correspondent 
with the Times, recently 
connected with Elaine Ger-
nux of the Old Post Road 
Orchestra ahead of the orga-
nization’s 40th anniversary 
this year.

Here, Gernux and Sara 
Melikian shared with Sul-
livan the origin story of 
OPRO. 

Readers should, also, 
mark their calendars for Fri-
day, April 17 at 7:30 p.m. 
for the OPRO 40th Anniver-
sary Gala Concert.

The event takes place at 
Minnechaug Regional High 
School with a pre-concert 
reception from 6:15 to 7:15 
p.m.

The concert is sponsored 
in part by Country Bank 
and the Wilbraham Cultur-
al Council, a local agency, 
which is supported by the 
Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, a state agency.

The Story of OPRO
With the bold, ominous 

opening brass fanfare of 
Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov’s 
Scheherazade this spring, 
the Old Post Road Orchestra 
will launch not only a stir-

ring concert – but also mark 
the pinnacle of its landmark 
40th anniversary season.

Founded in 1986 by 
Wilbraham resident Malita 
Brown, OPRO has been a 
vibrant presence in the lo-
cal arts scene for four de-
cades. Brown, then a musi-
cal production pianist and 
vocal coach at Wilbraham 
& Monson Academy, saw 
a need for a community or-
chestra when she noticed 
students abandoning their 
musical pursuits shortly 
after enrolling. A cellist 
herself, she gathered adult 
musicians from Wilbraham 
and nearby towns to fill the 
ranks of the orchestra, and 
enlisted former Minnechaug 
educator Raymond Drury as 
the group’s first conductor.

The orchestra’s debut 
performance took place 
at Monson Town Hall in 
1986. Soon after, Paul Cof-
fil stepped in as musical 
director, leading the group 
through its second perfor-
mance. In 1987, the ensem-
ble officially adopted the 
name “Old Post Road Or-
chestra” – a nod to the his-
toric route that links many 
of the towns its members 
call home. Under Coffil’s 
direction, the orchestra 

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Vol-
unteers from the Knights of 
Columbus 10195 gathered at 
the St. Cecilia Parish Center 
on March 30 for their annual 
Easter Food Drive event. 

Through teamwork and a 
heart for service, the Knights 
organized and distributed 
Easter holiday trimmings--in-
cluding the traditional ham—

to the community, including 
The Gray House, the Commu-
nity Survival Center, families 
in the Hampden-Wilbraham 
Regional School District, the 
Latino ministry of the Dio-
cese of Springfield and St. 
Michael’s Cathedral.

This year, parishioners 
donated over $7,000 to sup-
port the food drive, with any 
monies left over split equally 
for The Gray House and the 
Community Survival Center, 
two other local organizations 

the Knights supports.
John Philip was among 

the volunteers that Monday 
morning, sharing that this 
“has always been one of my 
favorite projects.” 

“A lot of things that we 
do, we raise money for this 
or we raise money for that,” 
Philip said. “Later on today, 
we’ll be helping to take some 
boxes down to the Cathedral 
for the people at St. Michael’s 
and that’s always good. It’s 
always nice to see Father Da-

ley. This crew, really, works 
well together.”

Philip said this event is 
fun for the Knights too.

“We get together and build 
the boxes and fill the boxes, 
then you can see what you’ve 
done and it makes you feel 
good. It is a festive week and 
it’s good that we can provide 
some food that we can make it 
better for some people,” Philip 

Friends of Wilbraham-Hampden
VETERANSVETERANShost coffee socialhost coffee social

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers

The Friends of Wilbraham-Hampden 
Veterans hosted a coffee social event 

at the VFW Post 9397 on March 28, 
bringing local Veterans, friends and 

families of Veterans and more together.

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Se-
lectboard met with the 
Conservation Commission 
on March 30 to discuss the 
commission’s revolving 
fund.

Chair John Flynn ex-
plained how Town Admin-
istrator Brian Domina “had 
a recommendation for 
some changes to how the 
revolving fund for Conser-
vation is authorized, and 
etc,” wanting the commis-
sion to be included in the 
discussion.

Domina said he and 
Bonnie Geromini, the ad-
ministrative assistant for 
the Conservation Commis-
sion, spoke earlier in the 
day.

“This gets back into a 
proposal that the board had 
talked about in terms of the 
$1,000 annual appropria-
tion that happens for con-

SB talk 
about  
ConCom
revolving 
fund

Knights host annual Easter Food Drive

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers

The Knights of Columbus 10195 pose for a group photo during this year’s Easter Food Drive. 

OPRO to celebrate 40th 
Anniversary Season

Photo courtesy of Elaine Gernux

Age brings wisdom, and beautiful music.

WJWC holds 
Bunny 
Breakfast

Photo courtesy of Michele Mariani

The Easter Bunny posing with a couple of volunteers at the Bunny Breakfast event.

Please see VETERANS, 
page 8

Please see REVOLVING 
FUND, page 9

Please see FOOD DRIVE, 
page 5

Please see BREAKFAST, 
page  8

Please see OPRO, page  9
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

Give us a call today 
for your free estimate and 
tree evaluation by 
a ISA certified arborist

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212
dlandgtree.com

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE

■ Tree Removal  
■ Structural Pruning
■ Crane Service
■ Storm Damage
■ Stump Grinding
■ Lot Clearing

Spring is Here!
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

NEW SPRING HOURS
OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM

 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH 
FOR SPRING!

WELCOME SPRING!
Pretty Smiling    

PANSIES
Hanging Baskets, 

Bowls, Pots & 6 Packs

Spring Blooming
Perennials

 FOR THE GARDEN THAT BLOOMS YEAR AFTER YEAR!

~ Arriving This Week ~

Cold Weather 
Vegetable Plants
Lettuce, Cabbage, 

Cauliflower, Kale & More

Creeping Phlox, Lenten Rose, 
Columbine, Bleeding Hearts & More

Spring flowering 
Trees & Shrubs

Azaleas, Rhododendrons,
Magnolias, Forsythia

Fruit Trees ~ Apples, 
Pears, Peaches, 

Plums & Cherries

We’ve Got Garden 
Seeds For 2026!

NEW – Earth Science Wildflower Mixes
Includes Seeds, Fertilizer & Soil Improvement

Seeds From Burpee, Page, 
Livingston & Botanical Interest
HEIRLOOM & ORGANIC SEEDS TOO!
Onion Sets, Baby Greens & Sprout Seeds

Potting & Garden Soils
Coast Of Maine Soils & Compost

Lobster Compost • Raised Bed Mix
Tomato & Vegetable Soil

Perennial & Rose Soil • Potting Soil Mix

Join Us At Join Us At 
The Springfield Museums The Springfield Museums 

FESTIVAL OF FLOWERSFESTIVAL OF FLOWERS
April 9th – 12th

The Galleries Are Filled With Stunning 
Interpretive Floral Arrangements

Designed By Local Florists & Garden Clubs
Sponsored By Flowers, Flowers!

Supported By Durocher Florist, M&T Bank, 
Randall’s Farm & Greenhouse, 

Willow & Moss Flowers & Springfield Florist Supplies

Hours:
Mon., Tues., Wed. 8-5

Thurs. 12-8

70 Post Office Park
Suite 7006

Wilbraham, MA 01095

www.wilbrahamdentalassociates.com

413-279-2016

• Cosmetic & esthetic dentistry, whitening, 
veneers, crowns & bridges

• Implant Services

• Digital X-Rays & Photographs

• Evening appointments available

• Most insurance plans accepted

• CareCredit - A convenient 
 monthly payment plan

Our friendly team 
is proud to provide the 

highest quality of dental care 
utilizing the best 

new technology available. 
Dr. Christopher J. Root, DMD MAGD 
Dr. Mary Danko, DMD

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

Also, updates on 
other street 
improvements 

By Ben Hernandez
Staff Writer

WILBRAHAM – Tonya 
Capparello, the Department 
of Public Works Director and 
Town Engineer, provided a 
status update to the Wilbra-
ham Select Board on March 
30 regarding property ac-
quisition between Stony Hill 
Road and Boston Road.  

This is part of the Com-
plete Streets funding program 
designed to improve accessi-
bility and safety for all modes 
of travel within town limits.   

This item was also an arti-
cle at last year’s Annual Town 
Meeting. 

“I’ve been working with 
a liaison of the property. 
His name is Jeff Casey. So, 
I’ve distributed documents 
throughout—we’ll call it—
throughout the year, really, 
that talk about the sidewalk 
and the retaining wall and 
the project. They were sent 
an appraisal of what the val-
ue of what that land was and 
they’ve been given all the in-
formation,” Capparello said.  

Eminent domain is the 
process of reclaiming private 
property for public use, pro-
viding compensation to the 
former owner for their loss.  

The area in question, 
which she referred to as the 
Balise property, is located at 
1979 Boston Road.    

“So, we’re at a point now 
where we’re ready to proceed 
with your vote,” Capparello 
said.  “Pending the final ap-
proval by the Finance Com-

mittee and town meeting, we 
will be constructing a side-
walk and retaining wall in 
that location.”

Vice Chair Marc Ducey 
asked how far the sidewalk 
would run down Stony Hill 
Road when the project was 
completed. Capparello stat-
ed that they would “pick up 
where they left off,” which 
is around the Wilbraham 
Commons just past Old Farm 
Road. Her intention is to ex-
tend the sidewalk all the way 
down Stony Hill Road to the 
Boston Road intersection. 

“The sidewalk goes down 
Stony Hill on the west side 
basically all the way from the 
grammar school, and we’ve 
made improvements and ex-
tended the sidewalk and our 
stopping point was basical-
ly at the Commons, which 
is also at the location where 
we installed the two RRFPs 
where the intersection of Old 
Farm is. Our plan is to con-
tinue at that location down 
to Boston Road,” Capparello 
said. 

Capparello added that she 
applied for a grant to help 
fund this, which is currently 
pending approval. The results 
are expected to return in a 
“couple of months”and will 
also be subject to Finance 
Committee evaluation as it’s 
on the funding list. 

“So, in simple terms,” 
Ducey said. “It goes from 
Springfield Street to Boston 
Road if we get all of this com-
pleted.”

Capparello replied this 
was correct. 

Ducey then made the mo-
tion.

“I hereby move that the 
Select Board acquire by em-
inent domain for the purpos-

es incidental to intersection 
improvements, sidewalk in-
stallation and retaining wall 
installation located at the in-
tersection of Stony Hill and 
Boston Road. A permanent 
and temporary easement in, 
on, over, under and along the 
parcels of land shown as E1 
and TE1 on a plan entitled 
Easement Plan Boston Road 
and Stony Hill Road, Wilbra-
ham, Hampden County, Mas-
sachusetts, prepared by Sher-
man & Frederick dated March 
19, 2026 and to be recorded 
with the Hampden County 
Register of Deeds as autho-
rized  pursuant to Article 46 
of the May 12, 2025 Wilbra-
ham Annual Town Meeting,” 
Ducey said. “And further au-
thorize the chair, Michael A. 
Squindo, to execute and enter 
into any and all documents 
necessary to effectuate the 
acquisition of said property, 
including but limited to, the 
execution and recording of an 
order of taking and the form 
of the order of taking drafted 
and approved by town coun-
sel appended hereto.”

 Ducey added that the 
owner be awarded a total of 
$18,970 as a result of the em-
inent domain taking. The mo-
tion was unanimously passed.

As for the proposed plan-
ning improvements between 
Springfield Street and Stony 
Hill Road, Capparello stated 
that they were “in the final 
stages” and planned to have 
the bid documents outlining 
the project available for pro-
spective contract bidders on 
April 8.  

“The bid opening is 
scheduled for April 30, so we 
will have a final set of plans 
probably by the beginning of 
next week and they will be 

completed,” Capparello said. 
The construction phases 

are projected to begin in 
“mid-May to end of May” for 
what she describes as “minor 
construction,” with school 
still being in session during 
this work period.  

“Major construction is to 
begin the day after school is 
out. So, we have provisions 
in there to talk about what we 
will allow for alternating traf-
fic and things like that. The 
specifications require that the 
substantial completion of all 
the work that’s in the roadway 
and also involving a sidewalk 
that would impact traffic in a 
major way has to be complet-
ed before the day that school 
starts as well,” Capparello 
said. “So, the project will 
continue, but we will handle 
it as we do any other project 
where they’ll be traffic detail 
out there and such. The traf-
fic light itself will take many 
months to arrive—the materi-
als—so I don’t anticipate that 
really going up until the fall.”

The planned changes of 
road widening, line painting, 
sidewalk extensions as well 
as landscaping, is all slated 
to be completed by the end 
of August if all should go ac-
cording to plan. All of this is, 
also, pending Town Meeting 
approval of the funding.

“There’s a pole hearing 
scheduled that is required. 
The poles need to be relocat-
ed in order for this project to 
move forward,” Capparello 
said. 

The petition for the 
joint or identical pole lo-
cations at Stony Hill Road 
#31218572—which is relat-
ed to this project—was later 
unanimously approved after 
the public hearing. 

Sidewalk Extension Project reviewed by SB

WILBRAHAM - The An-
nual Walk, Run, Remember 
for Rick’s Place, a 5K/1M 
event, will be held, rain or 
shine, on Saturday, April 25 at 
Minnechaug Regional High 
School in Wilbraham. The 
race will begin at 9:30 a.m. 
Register on RunSign Up by 

April 9 to receive a t-shirt. $30 
for adults and $15 ages 17 and 
under: Walk, Run, Remember 
for Rick’s Place  

If your business is inter-
ested in sponsoring this event, 
please reach out to us at 413-
279-2010 or send an email to: 
info@ricksplacema.org

Established in memory 
of Rick Thorpe, who died 
in Tower Two of the World 
Trade Center on 9/11, Rick’s 
Place opened in 2007 and 
provides  free  grief support to 
youth (ages 5-18) and their 
families throughout the Pio-
neer Valley and Northern CT.

Annual Walk, Run, Remember for Rick’s Place New polling 
location

HAMPDEN – The 
Town Clerk’s office 
would like to share the 
following public service 
announcement.

For all future elec-
tions, the polling location 
is now at the new town 
hall on 85 Wilbraham Rd. 
in Hampden.wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com
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 2039 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

SUN 9:00am-9:00pm
Mon-WED 11:00am-9:00pm

THURS-Fri 11:00am-10:00pm
SAT 9:00am-10:00pm

Get Local at Home with
FACEBOOK INSTAGRAM

THURSDAY
Prime Rib Night

served with potato, veg

WEDNESDAY
All Pastas $20!

Try one in our House Made 
Bread Bowls

Our Famous Brunch: Sat & Sun 9am-Noon
Booking Parties Now (25-90 guests)

TUESDAY
$20 Steak Night:

10 oz strip served with 
mashed and veg

MONDAY
$15 Smash Burger:

with fries and 
16oz Stella or Bud Light

 Bar Open LateTheLocalTableNTap.com
(413) 279-1198 • TheLocalTableNTap@gmail.com
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By Natalie Proulx
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - On 
Wednesday, March 25, the 
final session for the 2026 edi-
tion of the Great Decisions 
Discussion Group was held at 
the library. 

Great Decisions is Amer-
ica’s largest discussion pro-
gram on world affairs that has 
discussion groups all around 
the country. One was held 
weekly this year from Feb. 4, 
every Wednesday at the Wil-
braham Public Library, up 
until March 25. 

Adults who reg-
istered a month in 
advance for the ses-
sions received the 
Great Decisions 
briefing book pub-
lished by the For-
eign Policy Associ-
ation that, for over 
100 years now, has 
discussed eight of 
the most critical 
global issues and 
current events 
that face America 
today. Attendees 
discussed one 
of eight topics 
or questions in 
global policy 
each week. From 
how tariff deci-
sions affect the 
future of the world economy, 
engagement of Africa, and 
other country’s security, the 
final discussion to wrap up 
this year’s group was about 
The Future of Human Rights 
and International Law. 

Each week, the group be-
gan with watching a video 
masterclass that followed the 
themes of the briefing, ana-
lyzing history, putting it in 
context of current events. The 
final video from the master-

class of the event discussed 
the history of the global Hu-
man Rights Movement, ex-
plaining its progression, how 
democratic systems function, 
their themes of self-enforce-
ment differing from countries 
whose systems are less dem-
ocratic, as well as migration 
and its effect on democratic 
systems. 

After the video was pre-
sented to the group, one of 
the group’s coordinators, 

Timothy Hunter, began a 
presentation of that week’s 
main questions and themes, 
explaining key things he 
found interesting in the video 
and posing questions that the 
group would later discuss, 

Ken Furst, one of the 
group coordinators, men-
tioned that they have, “some-
one from our group lead a 
discussion and encourage 
people to speak up and say 
what they have to say.” 

Furst explained that some 
groups that are a part of the 
association have some dis-
cussion but a more profes-
sional leader or professor that 
gives a lecture on the topic, 
although their discussion 
group is the farthest thing 
from a lecture. 

“It’s not a lecture,” Jack 
Luttrell, another one of the 
event’s coordinators, ex-
plained that Hunter acted as, 
“a facilitator” of the discus-
sion. 

Hunter discussed all the 
content on the slide presen-
tation, then opened it up to 

the audience, or group, to talk 
over the key questions about 
the topic of Human Rights on 
a global scale. 

The topic questions of 
that week’s discussion group 
were: “As democracy and hu-
man rights retreat globally—
and the U.S. pulls back—how 
can civil society and legal 
norms remain effective in a 
divided world? What is the 
role and force of international 
law in this era of impunity?” 
and additionally, “What are 
the consequences for us as 
US citizens?” 

The group used micro-
phones to be sure everyone 
was heard. 

One member referenced 
Star Trek in how we may 
view problems that are “light 
years” away from us to be 
insignificant. Another ex-
plained the complexities be-
hind migration and differing 
opinions on diversity, high-
lighting one perspective of 
diluting a country’s culture 
and its implications. 

Within our governmental 

standards, members analyzed 
if we ourselves are violating 
human rights, and when we 
decide to use their standards 
or discard them when it’s 
convenient for our nation. 
They also identified the shift 
in politician’s promise of 
leadership in a country. 

At the end of the Great 
Decisions discussion, the 
event facilitators showed two 
shorter videos to wrap up the 
eight weeks they had spent 
together. The first, a song by 
The Kingston Trio, released 
in 1959 called “Merry Little 
Minuet,” a satirical song of 
protest that highlights global 
catastrophes and social unrest 
in a lighthearted melody. 

The second, a humor-
ous video for the crowd that 
replicated the feeling of the 
weight of all the content they 
have gone over in the last 
eight weeks, ending with a 
laugh. 

Hunter mentioned that, 
“Although this is a little 
smaller crowd, all the par-
ties are represented. There’s 
Republicans in here, there’s 
Democrats in here, there’s In-
dependents in here.” 

He explained that the pro-
gram is not necessarily polit-
ical, but some of the things 
might have looked a little po-
litical because of this year’s 
shift and the events described 
in the Great Decisions arti-
cles. 

Although almost every-
one participated, and Luttrell 
explained how that alone 
was one of the biggest parts 
of having such great discus-
sions.

If you’d like to find out 
more about Great Decisions 
and the mission of the For-
eign Policy Association, you 
can visit: https://fpa.org/
about/.

WPL holds final Great Decisions Discussion Group of 2026
COMMUNITY

Turley photos by Natalie Proulx

One of the slides of the discussion’s presentation on Human 
Rights.

The Great Decisions briefing book by the 
Foreign Policy Association. 

Rotary Club 
to hold 
Calendar 
Raffle

WILBRAHAM – The 
Wilbraham-Hampden 
Rotary Club is holding 
another Calendar Raffle 
throughout the month of 
April with prizes given 
out every day in May. 
The raffle will raise mon-
ey for local community 
projects and scholar-
ships. Calendars are on 
sale now through the end 
of April for $10 each and 
are available from any 
club member.

The raffle is different 
from the one held last 
year in that, in addition 
to cash prizes, there will 
also be gift cards to many 
national chains with out-
lets in the Greater Spring-
field area, such as Home 
Depot and Dunkin. Thir-
ty prizes will be award-
ed in the month of May. 
“There will be a winner 
every day. That gives ev-
ery entry many chances 
to win,” announced club 
raffle co-chairman Tim 
Tracy of Wilbraham. To 
purchase a calendar con-
tact Ann Marie Ottoson 
at 413-530-5996. Pro-
ceeds will be given back 
to the community said 
Tracy.

For more information 
or to join the Rotary Club 
call Brad Sperry at 413-
537-4171.

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com
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The Team at Rick’s Auto Body 

to serve our customers with a 
tradition of quality craftsman-
ship and outstanding customer 
service. 

Thank you very much for your 
ongoing support.

It is with great sadness that we 
announce the passing of our 
founder and owner, Rick Recor.  
Rick devoted over 50 years of 
his life to Rick's Auto Body.  It 
was his longtime wish that his 
company remain family-owned 
and operated. We are honoring 
his wishes by continuing    

Steve Nanton photo courtesy of The Republican

Founder • Leader • Mentor • Friend

said.
He added it makes his heart 

happy to do this event and give 
back to the community.

“It is nice. We know that 
there’s a lot of food insecurity, 
so it’s good to be able to help 
with this and it’s good food 
and it’ll make a nicer day for 
these people,” Philip said. 

Reflecting on Holy Week, 
he’s looking forward to the 
Chrism Mass along with Holy 
Thursday and Good Friday.

“It feels like you live at 
church this week, so I’m look-
ing forward to it. Looking for-
ward to see Father Nolte doing 
his first Easter with us, so that 
will be really nice,” Philip 
said.

John Hegarty, who chairs 
this event every year along 
with the Thanksgiving Food 
Drive later in the year, said 
it was running very smooth-
ly with a lot of help. He also 
thanked Big Y for their contin-
ued support.

“It’s a great way to spread 
food out into the community 
to people that need it and the 
parishioners from St. Cecilia’s 
really stepped up again this 
year. They are fantastic,” He-
garty said. 

Hegarty expressed his 
gratitude for the community 
support.

“It’s very heartening. It re-
ally makes it all worthwhile,” 
Hegarty said. “To know that 
the community has stepped 
up and donated and then we’re 
turning around and sending 
that back out into the commu-
nity. It’s a good feeling.”

Hegarty also sang praise to 
his fellow Knights.

“We have a great group of 
Knights here at St. Cecilia’s 
and St. Mary’s in Hampden is 
part of our group as well. They 
just do a great job with every-
thing that we do. Whether it’s 
the food drives, we have a Free 
Throw Contest, we have an 
Annual Road Race that funds 
our scholarships. We have two 
fundraising dinners each year 
with raffles,” Hegarty said. 
“But, just being a Knight and 

having the camaraderie with 
the other guys who are in the 
Knights with us, it’s not all 
work. It’s also kind of fun. We 
have a good time together.”

For Holy Week, Hegarty 
was looking forward to “see-
ing the community come 
together and celebrate the 
passion and rising of Jesus 
Christ.”

“It’s a very special time of 
year here at St. Cecilia’s and 
other churches in the area and 
it’s just great to see people 
come together,” Hegarty said. 

What also fulfills Hegarty 
is the feedback from the com-
munity.

“I got a letter this year for 
the food drive from a woman 
who said that she wanted to 

donate $100 to the food drive 
in memory of her late hus-
band, who was always very 
generous and giving to other 
people,” Hegarty said. “And 
so, when you read a letter like 
that, it just kind of makes your 
day. You say, ‘We are doing 
the right thing.’”

He also encouraged the 
Knights and future members 
to check out their Tuesday 
meetings, which happen every 
third Tuesday of the month at 
6:30 p.m.

Philip encouraged his fel-
low Knights to get involved 
next year.

“If they can do this proj-
ect, it is a good place for the 
younger people to meet some 

of us that have been here for 
a while,” Philip said. “This is 
one of the projects you can do 
that you see the people who 
are receiving it and you some-
times get a hug, and I like that. 
It is a good feeling.”

Hegarty’s message was 
this.

“My message to the town 
of Wilbraham is from what 
I’ve seen, it’s a very giving 
community. So not just here at 
St. Cecilia’s, but in your own 
church, in your own commu-
nity organization, give what 
you can give and you’ll get 
a good feeling of helping out 
your neighbors in need,” He-
garty said. “Happy Easter to 
everyone!”

FOOD DRIVE from page 1

A shot of the boxes with 
the Easter holiday meal 
trimmings.

John Hegarty and Lucy 
Ramos share a hug as she 
arrives to pick up boxes from 
the Easter Food Drive.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

Members of the Knights of Columbus 10195 assist Colleen 
Goodreau with boxes for families in the Hampden-Wilbraham 
Regional School District. 

HAMPDEN – The li-
brary will be hosting their 
Earth Day Eco Expo on 
Saturday, April 25, from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

The festivities include 
the Friends Book Sale, so-
lar demonstrations, library 
giveaways, a book hedge-
hog craft in the Sheila R. 
Flynn Teen Center for all 
ages, Bagshare with Talia 
to help you create your own 
reusable tote bag and more. 

Vendors include Mass 
Audubon who will bring 
stick bugs, Cloverbook 

Farm with their baby goats, 
Kelly’s Kreations, Honey 
Bear Tea, Richard Muise 
Woodwork who will also 
do caricatures, Cimicchi 
Olive Oil—they will also 
have soap lotions too—
Farmer Clark’s, the Wil-
brahampden Girl Scouts, 
the Hampden Transfer 
Station, the Conservation 
Committee, Hampden Park 
and Rec who will also pro-
vide summer camp infor-
mation, Captain Kindness 
aka Richard Gonzales and 
much, much more.

HPL to host Earth Day 
Eco Expo on April 25

HAMPDEN – The 
Hampden Garden Club 
would like to announce the 
following events:

The Hampden Gar-
den Club will be hosting 
Dan Ziomek from Sugar-
loaf Gardens on Thursday, 
April 16, at 7 p.m. Dan 
will be presenting his pro-
gram BACKYARD OR-
CHARDS. The program 
will be at our NEW meet-
ing location at the Town 
Hall (formerly Thornton W. 
Burgess Middle School), 
85 Wilbraham Rd, Hamp-
den, Room A7. 

Guests are asked to use 
the Library Entrance. There 
is a $5 fee for non-mem-
bers of the garden club. 

Dan will discuss grow-
ing fruit trees and other 
fruit bearing plants in our 
backyards. His talk will in-
clude tree selection, prun-
ing, and pest control. This 
is Dan’s 39th year in hor-
ticulture and he will share 
his experiences with fruit 
growing. 

New members are wel-

come! Membership fee for 
the year is $15 and includes 
admission to all programs.

Next up…
The Hampden Garden 

Club will be meeting at the 
Hampden Senior Center, 
104 Allen St. Hampden, 
on Saturday, April 18, at 9 
a.m. for EARTH PUTTER 
DAY. We will be weeding 
and sprucing up the gar-
dens at the Senior Cen-
ter and the Gazebo at the 
Hampden Town Hall from 
9 to 11 a.m. 

Club members are 
asked to bring their garden 
tools to the clean-up.

Upcoming Hampden 
Garden Club Events
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Letters to the editor should be 
350 words or less in length. No un-
signed or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter writers to 
include his or her town of residence 
and home telephone number. We 
must authenticate authorship prior 
to publication. We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, personal 
attacks, defamation of character and 
offensive language. All unknown or al-
leged facts and quotations offered by 
the author need to cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send letters to: Editor, 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 24 Water 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to krivers@
turley.com. The deadline for submis-
sions is Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly correct 

factual errors that appear in this paper 
and can be substantiated. Corrections 
or clarifications will always appear on 
the editorial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in an e-mail 
or mailed communication to the editor 
at the above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 
is published every Thursday by Turley 
Publications, Inc. One year out of town 
subscriptions are available at $45, out 
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission 
of news material, letters to the editor 
and photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for submit-
ted photos.

Editorial 
Policy

VIEWPOINTS

Election letters
to the editor

welcome
The Wilbraham-Hampden 

Times welcomes readers to 
participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to 
the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words 
from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be sent 
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 
care of Turley Publications, 24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed 
to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
krivers@turley.com. Please include 
a daytime telephone number for 
verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered 
for that Thursday’s newspaper. 
No attack letters will be printed. 
No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy 
will be printed. If the volume of 
letters received is larger than the 
space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, 
the newspaper reserves the right 
to print a representative sample. 
No endorsement letters will be 
printed in the last edition before the 
election. 

For more information, call the 
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election 

coverage, the newspaper plans to 
print stories about contested races 
for Congress, state Senate, state 
House, district attorney and Gov-
ernor’s Council during the weeks 
leading up to the election, as well 
as a question-and-answer voters 
guide. In order to ensure fairness 
to all candidates, no political press 
releases will be printed, nor will 
reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to 
further publicize their candidacy, 
beliefs and events may contact ad-
vertising, 413-283-8393 about paid 
advertising in Wilbraham-Hampden 
Times.

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

The Wilbraham-Hampden

TIMES

EDITOR
Kristin Rivers

krivers@turley.com

ADVERTISING SALES
Jocelyn Walker
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By Julie Midura

I belong to two churches.
One is brick and mor-

tar-built by human hands. 
There is a large sign out front. 
A foundation. Walls. A ceil-
ing. Padded chairs are lined 
up in rows. Carpeting covers 
the floor.

A worship team plays mu-
sic. Guitars, a keyboard and 
drums. A harmony of voices 
blend with my own, ringing 
out in praise. The lyrics speak 
to me. Words which stir my 
emotions and feel more like 
a spiritual encoun-
ter than mere sing-
ing.

My other 
church is a cathe-
dral. There is no 
sign out front. No 
doors or windows. 
No foundation. 
No floor or walls 
or ceiling. At least 
not in the man-
made sense. 

Gravel, gran-
ite and earth are 
the floor. The vast 
canvas of blue 
sky is the ceiling. 
The sentinel of trees lining 
the path form the walls. The 
foundation is made from 
mountains rather than poured 
cement, but they hold me up 
and give me far more strength 
than concrete ever could. 

  In my church, I listen to 
our pastor preach words of 
truth, faith and hope. Inspir-
ing me. Redirecting me. Pro-
viding spiritual nourishment. 

Leading me 
along the path 
to a life of pur-
pose. 

   In my ca-
thedral, I listen 
to nature preach 

a homily in a language all its 
own. No words are needed, 
but it speaks to me nonethe-
less. Giving my life meaning 
and purpose. Deepening my 
faith. Restoring my soul. 

   The melody here is dif-
ferent. The music does not 
reach my ears from a speak-
er in the corner of the room, 
but through a tapestry woven 
from rustling leaves, cascad-
ing streams and roaring wa-

terfalls. The sounds blend 
together, proclaiming God’s 
glory not through spoken 
words, but through some-
thing equally powerful.

This place is no less sa-
cred than the church where 
I worship every Sunday. It 
is a sanctuary created by the 
hands of God himself. Built 
out of unfailing love. When I 
am standing in the quiet still-
ness and immense grandeur 
of Creation, I bear witness to 
God’s profound greatness.

  There is a sacredness in 
this cathedral of earth and 
trees and sky which tran-
scends human understanding. 
A peace which contradicts 
life circumstance. A grate-
fulness in spite of the many 
trials and challenges. 

   Out here, I experience 
deeply personal moments of 
connection. As though there 
is a thread joining heaven to 
earth. A yarn woven of rev-
erent awe and immeasurable 
joy linking my human heart 
to the Divine. 

My worship is not re-
stricted to the confines of a 
building. It flows from me in 
equal measure out here in the 
wild places… where the wind 
dances and the water flows 
and the heavens themselves 
declare glory. 

My soul is fed at both my 
church and my cathedral. But 
some days, I can hear God 
speaking to me louder in the 
church that was not built by 
human hands. 

Nature is our Cathedral

Dear Rusty: 
I was born on Jan. 1, 

1958, so I believe Social 
Security considers me to 
be 70 as of December 
2027. I’m planning on 
filing when I turn 70 to 
maximize the payment. 
I’m not sure if I should 
start in December, with 
the first payment in Jan-
uary 2028. Or should I 
start in January with the 
first payment in February 
2028? I know I can start 
anytime, however I don’t 
want to file before the 
maximum payment, even 
by one month. 

Signed: Wanting 
Maximum Benefit

 
Dear Wanting: 

You are correct that 
if your birth date is Jan. 
1, 1958, you are entitled 
to your full age 70 ben-
efit in December 2027. 
So, if you claim your 
SS benefit to start in De-
cember 2027 you will 
get your maximum ben-
efit amount and you will 
receive that payment in 
January 2028 (on the sec-
ond Wednesday). Basi-
cally, anyone born on the 
first of any month is con-
sidered to have been born 
in the previous month for 
SS benefit purposes. 

You can apply for 
your benefits up to four 
months prior to your 
birthday month and SS 
usually suggests applying 
about three months in ad-
vance to give them time 
to process your applica-
tion. When you complete 
the application, you will 
specify the month you 
wish your benefits to 
start, so applying early 
does not present a prob-
lem. You can either call 
SSA at 1-800-772-1213 
to make an appointment 

to apply over the phone 
or you can apply online 
at www.ssa.gov/apply.   

The one thing you 
might want to do is put 
the following in the “Re-
marks” section of your 
application for SS ben-
efits: “I do not wish to 
receive any retroactive 
Social Security benefits. 
I want my benefits to be-
come effective with the 
first month of my age 
70 eligibility (December 
2027 because I was born 
on the first of January).” 

Including that remark 
will ensure that your ben-
efit will be the full max-
imum amount you are 
entitled to at 70 years of 
age, without any reduc-
tion. And I congratulate 
you on choosing a strat-
egy which maximizes 
your monthly benefit and 
will likely provide you 
with the most in cumula-
tive lifetime Social Secu-
rity benefits.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other 
governmental entity. This 
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and 
does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the 
Association Mature Citi-
zens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited 
by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, vis-
it amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is 
a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC. 

I’ll be 70 on New Year’s 
Day. When should I apply 
for Social Security?

It was encouraging to see 
so many gardeners out in 
force this past weekend, 

regardless of the fact that it re-
mained a little chilly. 

I got outside too, mainly to 
clean up some leaves and de-
bris from a bed near the front 
door. While I was there, I be-
gan pruning my pink flowered 
Hydrangea (H. paniculata), 
mainly by removing last year’s 
blooms.  

I often get questions about 
blue hydrangeas  and how to 
prune and what to do to coax 
it into bloom. So, before you 

get the pruners out and have at 
it, read on.

Most established hydran-
gea bushes, the “Mophead” 
types (Hydrangea macrophyl-
la) say those older than 15 
years or so, flower on “old” 
wood, in other words, from 
buds made on the previous 
season’s stems. That is why 
they are not pruned in the fall 
or in the spring for that matter, 
unless the stem is dead or par-
tially dead.  

An early autumn frost, a 
hard winter, or a late spring 
frost can kill buds or even en-

tire stems. If the 
stem does not 
leaf out at all 
the further we 
get into spring, 
it is likely dead, 
and you should cut it 
down to the ground.   

Usually the plant’s roots 
are not harmed, and new 
growth will emerge from the 
base of the plant.  

However, with these older 
cultivars, you will be left with 
just foliage in summer because 
the buds made the previous 
year will have been cut away. 

Sometimes a stem is 
only partially winter 
killed and it may leaf 
out midway down the stem.  

In that case, just prune 
away the portion that is dead 
and leave the rest. Don’t worry 
that you may remove flower 
buds in the process; more oc-
cur further down the stem and 
will bloom if they too haven’t 
been eliminated by Old Man 
Winter. 

Perhaps you have one of 
the newer cultivars such as 
“Endless Summer,” “Penny 
Mac,” or others that bloom 
on new growth as well as old 
growth. In that case how much 
you cut away is not as critical. 
You should get flowers even 
if last season’s stems are cut 
to the ground because soon 
enough new stems will pro-
duce new buds. 

Sometimes people com-
plain that they still don’t get 
flowers and this is very per-
plexing. I’ve been to forums 
where everything from proper 
siting (morning sun, dappled 
shade) to fertilization is dis-
cussed (not too high in nitro-
gen, please).  

One complaint was that 
our growing season is just bor-
derline long enough for flow-
ers to appear on new growth 
and reportedly some of these 

early repeat bloomers are 
being phased out because of it. 
If that’s the case, I am sure they 
are breeding more dependable 
cultivars as we speak.

I had always wanted a hy-
drangea and finally bought one 
as a Mother’s Day gift to self 
maybe four years ago. It is a 
newer generation and so far 
I have been very happy. It’s 
filled out nicely and had well 
over two dozen flowers last 
year. 

Hopefully the harsh winter 
will not effect my hopes for a 
repeat performance this sum-
mer. I wish you much success 
and many blooms on your hy-
drangeas!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For the last 34 years, she has 
held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it 
to pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

Pruning your hydrangeas inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by
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COMMUNITY
BULLETIN BOARD

Readers are encouraged to send in 
medium to high resolution photos 

for this page by e-mail to 
krivers@turley.com or

mail to TIMES, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. 

WILBRAHAMWILBRAHAM
HAMPDENHAMPDEN

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Send us in
your 

announcements!
Happy Birthdays, 
Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run 

here free of charge, please keep it 

to less than 50 words.

Please send to krivers@turley.com

THE WILBRAHAM SHOPS • 2341 BOSTON ROAD, WILBRAHAM, MA

• New Spring 
   Apparel &    
   Accessories

• Mother's Day

• Graduations 

• Weddings   

• Birthdays 
   & More

www.scentedgardengifts.com
413-599-1717

Tues.-Fri.:  10am-5pm • Sat.: 10am-4pm

Like us on Facebook: @TheScentedGarden
Instagram: @ScentedGardenWilbraham

The Wilbraham 
Public Library 
is currently 

showcasing artwork 
submitted by the com-
munity for the Tiny 
Art Show. Adult Ser-
vices Librarian Emilie 
Lang explained how it 
came together.

“We handed out 
4”x4” canvases in 
March for community 
members of all ages 
and abilities. They 
were able to decorate 
their canvases using 
any subject or medi-
um or their choice, 
and all canvases will 
be on display in the 
library’s lobby for the 
month of April,” Lang 
said.

Firefighters from 
the Wilbraham Fire 
Department were 
at the Wilbraham 
Senior Center today 
conducting a CPR 
training session. This 
initiative is part of a 
broader effort to ensure 
that our community 
remains heart-safe 
and well-prepared for 
emergencies.

Wilbraham Firefighters Team Up 
with Wilbraham Senior Center 

for CPR Training

Tiny Art Show 
AT WPL

Submitted photos Emilie Lang

Photos and caption courtesy of Wilbraham Fire Department

Submitted photo and caption Sue Agnew

22 members of the St. Cecilia Women’s Club participated in a Palm Cross making workshop.  The blessed crosses were made 
for the club’s homebound members, club members and their families, and parishioners.  
Thank you to Denise Fiedler for organizing this fun and meaningful activity.  Well over 300 crosses were made!  

Palm Cross Making
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 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$198
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS ..............

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
4/9/26-4/15/264/9/26-4/15/26

USDA INSP.  FROZEN • BARBER FOODS

CHICKEN CORDON BLEU
CLUB PAK 6 PIECES ...........................  

USDA INSP. 

FARM FRESH
LARGE EGGS BOX ........................... 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

2/$7

doz

USDA INSP. KAYEM

ALL BEEF KIELBASA 14 OZ ....

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN WINGS TRAY PAK ..............

ea

$279
lb

lb $899

USDA INSP.
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
PROVOLONE CHEESE ..........

$399

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN
ASSORTED CHOPS ................

lb

lb
$269

$349

99¢

USDA INSP.
SMOKED PICNIC
PORK SHOULDER ..........................

$222
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$428
lb

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb
$129

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PIG FEET .............................
USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN FEET ...................

SOUP’S ON!
$489

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGHS 10 LB .................

$777
lb

BEEF ROP ROUND
ROAST or STEAK $179

ea

BEEF TENDERLOIN
CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

$1288
lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

 

JOB ALERT
NOW HIRING

Writers/
Journalists
• Must be dependable, 
professional and able to 
meet strict deadlines

• Salary based on a flat 
rate by story and photo

Send writing samples 
with resume to:

GREG SCIBELLI
24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to 
gscibelli@turley.com

• Produce news and/or feature 
stories of local interest for various 
towns and cities.

www.turley.com

Veterans feel isolated across 
the country, but also in places 
somewhat more suburban like 
Wilbraham and Hampden,” 
Bonilla said. “So, it’s incred-
ibly important to do that. 
Building this organization has 
been really great these past 
couple of months. We’ve got-
ten a lot of traction and there 
is a want and a need to build 
on that fellowship, build on 
that community and that’s 
what we’re hoping to do here. 
I mean, something as simple 
as getting coffee and break-
fast with people and breaking 
bread with people is literally 
the best way to get to know 
one another and really build 
on that.”

Gregory was thrilled with 
the turnout.

“New people we’ve never 
met, which is awesome, and 
we’re hoping we do get to 

meet more and more people 
as the meeting goes on and 
we have more events sched-
uled,” Gregory said. 

She encouraged Veterans 
to come out for events like 
this.

“Getting the Veterans out 
of the house is great,” Greg-
ory said. “This is our way of 
coming to meet people and to 
get out and to get the inbound 
people out, so this is a way of 
starting. Like Joseph said, a 
simple practice. Come grab 
a coffee, come get a donut. 
Just come sit and chat. Even 
if you sit by yourself, you’re 
with everybody. So, I think 
that benefits everybody in the 
area.”

Bonilla added the goal is 
to continue hosting events 
like this.

“It’s building that fellow-
ship, not only for Veterans of 
Veterans, but also community 
members with our Veterans 
because we are stewards of 

our community and it’s in-
credibly important,” Bonilla 
said. 

Renna said the catalyst 
for the group was how many 
Veterans in the communities 
“want to have a part of” and 
take part in “some more Vet-
eran-related events and look-
ing for different ways to sup-
port Veterans.”

He also noted the VFW’s 
relationship with Wilbraham 
and Hampden with bringing 
this event together.

“The two of us talked a lot 
about this, probably the whole 
first year I was here, and we 
finally got the ball rolling in 
January and thankfully, we’ve 
had three meetings. I think 
no less than 15 people have 
showed up at each meeting, 
and they wanted to do some-
thing right off the bat and this 
was a nice, easy event to start 
with, kind of in commemora-
tion of Vietnam War Veterans 
Day,” Renna said. “The great 

part is I’m a Post Member 
and Jered’s the Quartermas-
ter of the Post and, one of 
the first meetings, somebody 
brought up, ‘Hey, should we 
include Hampden too?’ and 
we’re like, ‘Absolutely. Let’s 
get these two together.’ So, it 
went from a Wilbraham-only 
group, probably talking at the 
first meeting, to rolling into 
getting them together at the 
second meeting.”

Sasen credited Renna for 
bringing the group to fruition, 
sharing that this was some-
thing he always wanted to 
do and, given the VSOs are 
one-person offices, groups 
like the Friends can also help 
bring community events to-
gether and support the offi-
cers. 

“I think this is something 
that I’d like to see more and 
more across the Common-
wealth, but I’m beyond proud 
that something I attempted—
and kind of fizzled—that Pat 

kept pushing for it,” Sasen 
said. “It’s open to everybody. 
You’re a Veteran, non-Veter-
an, you’re a family member 
of a Veteran, friend of a Vet-
eran, you like Veterans, you 
just feel passionate about Vet-
erans.”

“You want to get involved 
in the community and you’re 
just looking for that spot, it’s 
a good spot,” Renna added.

“Absolutely. You could 
never have had a Veteran in 
your entire family lineage, 
but you just really, truly care 
about Veterans. Come on out, 
come see what we’re doing,” 
Sasen said. 

Hampden VSO Jason Bur-
gener was ecstatic about the 
event bringing everyone to-
gether, including the opportu-
nity to meet two fellow Coast 
Guard Veterans. 

“One was stationed where 
I was stationed and he was 
just there, we’ll say 15 years 
before I was, but it was nice 

to reminisce and talk,” Burge-
ner said. “It was good to see a 
bunch of people talking with 
each other and being social. 
Lot of us go home and deal 
with our issues and it’s nice to 
be able to talk to people about 
it.”

Burgener’s message was 
for all Veterans to check out 
any and all events whenever 
they can.

“I would love to meet you, 
Wilbraham would love to 
meet you, all the towns. They 
would love to meet you,’” 
Burgener said. “Your input 
goes a long way in us helping 
you.”

Also, get involved and 
reach out.

“Without the volunteers, 
we couldn’t make these 
events happen. Volunteers 
are definitely important. Vet-
erans helping Veterans. We 
know what we went through, 
so let’s help each other out,” 
Burgener said. 

VETERANS from page 1

me a lot…and we had volun-
teers to do the raffle prizes.” 

The event offered pan-
cakes, sausage, drinks like 
apple juice, coffee, and water, 
as well as fresh fruit for fami-
lies. But, the Bunny Breakfast 
is more than just a breakfast, 
it offers plentiful amounts of 
activities and raffle baskets 
for the interest of the whole 
family. 

This year, the Junior 
Women’s Club offered 10 dif-
ferent raffle baskets. 

The sponsors of this year’s 
annual Bunny Breakfast were 
The Joseph and Anna C. Dias 
Jr Family Foundation and 
LUSO Federal Credit Union, 
whose support made the event 
more impactful for families. 
Alongside sponsoring the 
purchasing of food and mate-
rials, for the last couple years, 
LUSO Federal Credit Union 
came with gifts for all the 
kids as they were leaving. 

Families were able to 
take plenty of photos with 
the Easter Bunny and chil-
dren received coloring books, 
crayons, and stickers. The 
sponsors also helped in the 
funding of different activities 
that were present during the 
event besides the breakfast 
and the Easter Bunny. 

During the Bunny Break-
fast, the Junior Women’s Club 
also offered free face paint-
ing, temporary tattoos and a 
variety of arts and crafts ac-
tivities for families to enjoy. 

The president of the club, 
Brenda Willard, helped in co-
ordinating all the crafts and 
fun activities that laid the 
foundation for the day to be 
such a success. 

Additionally this year, 
Willard brought in Legos for 
families to play with for an-
other option of a hands-on 
activity. Noticing that some 
children were standing in line 
to wait for certain activities, 
Willard explained that having 
a separate activity to do while 
waiting would manage atten-
tion spans and give parents 
something to do as well. 

The benefits from this 
event, though not the larg-
est event that the Wilbraham 
Junior Women’s Club holds, 
goes back into different things 
in the community. 

Mariani explained that 
the club has made comfort 
pillows for Baystate patients 
with breast cancer, so the club 
needed to purchase the mate-
rial to give back to that part of 
the community. 

With the Bunny Breakfast 
taking place at St. Cecilia’s 
Church Parish Center, Mari-
ani described the importance 
and its connection to the 

Wilbraham Junior Women’s 
Club. 

“We’ve been having it 
here for so long,” Mariani 
said. “it’s kind of a central 
part of Wilbraham.” 

Being that the parish cen-
ter is so large, Mariani ex-
plained that it can accommo-
date the club’s needs and help 

accomplish what they were 
looking to do for families. 
Even though it’s not a direct 
event of St. Cecilia’s, they’re 
willing to help the club set up 
their space and give them the 
opportunity to host it every 
year. 

“They do a great job for 
us,” Mariani said. “It’s a good 
partnership even though it’s 
not affiliated with the church.”

Additionally, the Junior 
Women’s Club invited their 
Snowman Contest winners 
and their families to the Bun-
ny Breakfast to give out their 
first, second, and third place 
trophies. A transition from 
the colder Winter season to 
welcoming the Spring. 

“Some folks celebrate 
going to church and some 
don’t,” Mariani said. “But be-
ing that it’s the first week of 
spring…it’s a great event to 
open the season.”

BREAKFAST from page 1
Representatives 

from LUSO Federal 
Credit Union.

The trophies presented to the winners of the Snowman 
Contest.

The raffle prize table, all set for attendees to browse. Photos courtesy of Michele Mariani

HAMPDEN - The 
Hampden Old Town House 
Committee announced it has 
launched a survey to assess 
resident sentiment regarding 
the future of the Old Town 
House which was recently 
vacated when Town Offices 
moved to the former Thor-
ton W.  Burgess School.  
Residents can share their 
thoughts about the future of 
the building by completing 
the survey which is avail-
able on the Hampden Town 
Website or by picking up a 
paper survey at the Hamp-
den Free Public Library, the 
Hampden Senior Center, or 
at Hampden Town Hall.  

Professional engineering 
studies determined it would 
cost more than $7 million to 
remove hazardous materi-
als, modernize the heating, 
plumbing and electrical 
systems, make structural 
repairs and bring the nearly 
100-year-old Town House 
into compliance with ac-
cessibility codes.  It was de-
termined that should those 
costly renovations be under-
taken the Old Town House 
building would still not pro-
vide enough suitable space 
to accommodate the current 
and future Town Hall offic-
es’ needs and to service the 
public adequately.  Town 
meeting voters approved 
moving the Town offices 
and library out of the Old 
Town House and into the 
former Thornton W. Bur-

gess school.   
The Hampden Select-

board then appointed a 
committee to “evaluate, en-
vision, and recommend po-
tential future uses or other 
actions regarding the vacat-
ed Old Town House and to 
gather input from Town res-
idents, study various options 
and make recommendations 
to the Selectboard and the 
Town Meeting.  Selectboard 
member Donald Davenport 
who serves as the non-vot-
ing Chairperson of the Old 
Town House Study Com-
mittee stated, “Public input 
is essential for the Commit-
tee to gage the sentiment of 
residents regarding not only 
the potential future use of 
the Old Town House and 
the potential for economic 
development at the site but 
also to consider the financial 
impact of any decision to 
the taxpayers.  On behalf of 
the Old Town House Study 
Committee, I urge residents 
to participate in the survey, 
attend one of the planned 
Community Forums and 
submit any thoughts, com-
ments or ideas they may 
have regarding the Old 
Town House’s future.” 

Survey deadline is April 
10.  Check the Town Web-
site for further information 
on Community Forums to 
be held April 7 and April 24. 
Comments can be directed 
by e-mail to townadminstra-
tor@hampdenma.gov. 

Input sought on Old 
Town House future

HAMPDEN – The The-
atre Guild of Hampden is 
holding auditions on April 
22 and 23 for their upcom-
ing production of “Gypsy.”

The auditions take place 
at 7 p.m. at the Hampden 
Town Hall, formerly Thorn-
ton W. Burgess Middle 
School, at 85 Wilbraham 
Rd. in Hampden.

They are, also, looking 
for two little girls between 
the ages of 12 to 14, must 
sing and dance, and four 
young boys between the 
ages of 12 to 14, must sing 
and dance.

For more information, 
call Mark Giza at 413-204-
5333.

Theatre Guild of Hampden 
to hold ‘Gypsy ‘auditions
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servation purposes and the 
$5,000 payment that’s part 
of the conservation payment 
as part of the solar project on 
the landfill,” Domina said. “I 
think what the board had dis-
cussed in the past was doing 
away with the $1,000 annu-
al appropriation because the 
budget’s tight this year and, 
really, because we’re getting 
the $5,000 conservation pay-
ment from the solar project on 
the landfill.”

After discussing this with 
the town accountant, “about 
how to properly account for 
that money that’s coming in 
through the lease payment”, 
Domina said the recommen-
dation was to establish a sec-
ond departmental revolving 
fund to collect the $5,000.

“It would be under the 
control of the Conservation 
Commission and the advan-
tage of having a Revolving 
Fund is that those funds don’t 
require an additional vote for 
appropriations. So, it fulfills 
the purpose of that annual 
$1,000 appropriation,” Domi-
na said. “Really, the point of 
that was to have money read-
ily available to act quickly if 
opportunity arose. So, that 
revolving fund would still 
keep that option available 
and it would account for that 
$5,000 payment. Really, how 
it should be.”

After Geromini asked how 
much was in a conservation 
fund, it was noted as approxi-

mately $24,000.
“So, that would provide 

money for a purchase, a 
matching towards something. 
Maybe you found a property 
that the state would give you 
80% towards and this would 
make up the other 20 or 
something like that. Which, I 
think would still require town 
vote because you’re buying 
real property the town has to 
agree with,” Flynn said. “But 
at least you have money in the 
bank to cover your part.”

After Flynn asked what 
kind of account the $1,000 
was in right now, Domina 
said he believed it was a con-
servation trust.

“That was the label of it,” 
Domina said.

“And the $5,000, some-
times, goes into the revolv-
ing fund, sometimes the trust 
fund,” Flynn said.

“It was treated inconsis-
tently in the past, so we’re 
trying to treat it consistently,” 
Domina said.

Flynn then asked this.
“So, is your proposal that 

we establish a second revolv-
ing fund?” Flynn said.

Domina replied yes.
“You’d sweep the other 

numbers into it,” Flynn said.
“We could,” Domina said.
“You could, and then the 

$5,000 would go there and 
then any year that the town 
votes the $1,000, it would go 
in there as well?” Flynn said.

“Yes, we could write it 
that way,” Domina said.

Domina added that the 
revolving fund that exists, 

currently, “is really limited in 
its description in terms of its 
purposes.”

“It’s only intended to pay 
for fees from a specific proj-
ect. Similar to the Planning 
(Board) revolving fund where 
an applicant pays $2,000 to 
pay for a wetland study or 
something,” Domina said. 
“So, it’s really not the appro-
priate place to put the $5,000. 
Really, the law is that any 
revenue comes into account 
that’s not directed otherwise 
through local bylaw, regu-
lation of statute needs to go 
to the general fund. It really 
needs to have a place to go or 
it should get swept into the 
general fund.”

On Selectboard Member 
Erik Vanderleeden’s question 
on how long that $5,000 from 
the solar project would come 
in, Flynn said “as long as the 

lease is active.”
After Selectboard Mem-

ber Don Davenport asked if 
this would become a warrant 
article for the upcoming An-
nual Town Meeting, Domina 
said yes as a vote would be 
required to establish the fund.

A warrant article to amend 
the general bylaw one time to 
make this revolving fund part 
of the list would also be need-
ed.

“Now, you have that mon-
ey now. Technically, we could 
authorize the revolving fund 
now because we have that op-
portunity. We have the right to 
do that inside the fiscal year, 
and then have it reauthorized 
at the town meeting,” Flynn 
said. “If you’re looking to 
clean up the money and put 
it in some account right now. 
You’re saying, ‘Look, it’s not 
going anywhere. We can wait 

the two months until Town 
Meeting takes action.’”

“Yeah, I don’t think 
there’s any urgency to it,” Do-
mina said.

Geromini recalled when 
the project was initially built, 
a “certain portion of land fell 
under the Conservation Com-
mission for NHSP and for 
wetlands.”

“So, the Ameresco, we 
allowed that to happen for a 
lands swap. So, they found 
another parcel of land the 
same size or it may have been 
a bit larger. I don’t quite re-
member that,” Geromini said.

“So, like a replication 
thing?” Flynn said.

“Yeah. They gave it to 
the commission and I don’t 
know because Audubon has 
a CR—conservation restric-
tion—at the backyards of 
the new houses on Chapin. 

That land has to be watched 
every three to five years not 
with just the conservation 
members, but with a wetland 
scientist to make sure that 
that land remains in its nat-
ural state,” Geromini said. 
“Audubon gave us $6,000 to 
cover two of those site in-
spections. They said it would 
cost about $3,000 a piece to 
have the wetland scientist 
spend the day there walking 
all that property and record-
ing everything that they find. 
So, I don’t think that the land 
swap that was involved with 
Ameresco, I don’t think that 
land was under a conservation 
restriction.”

The discussion concluded 
when Geromini provided the 
board with information on the 
revolving account along with 
the guidelines.

REVOLVING FUND
 from page 1

grew in both size and reach, 
performing regularly across 
Ludlow, Monson, Palmer, 
Wilbraham, Longmeadow, 
East Longmeadow, and West 
Springfield.

Over the years, OPRO has 
been guided by several musi-
cal directors, including Neal 
Schermerhorn (1996–2007), 
Juli E. Sansoucy (2008-
2019), and most recently, Al-
exandria Black, who took the 
helm in 2021, and brought the 
orchestra back to life follow-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Under Black’s leadership, the 
orchestra has significantly 
expanded its repertoire, em-
bracing more ambitious and 
varied programs. Audience 
numbers have climbed in re-
sponse, including a capacity 
crowd at Memorial Hall in 
Monson this past June.

“OPRO is a very special 
orchestra right here in Western 
Massachusetts, with passion-
ate and dedicated musicians 
who lift each other up, and 
make each rehearsal better 
than the last,” Black shared. 
“There has been an amazing 
40 years of music making his-
tory, and there will no doubt 
be at least another 40 years 
after my time. It’s a privilege 
to be the Music Director and 
Conductor for OPRO and I 
am elated to share our 40th 
season with you all starting in 
October.” 

Tom Greene, founding 
member, longtime principal 
tuba player, and former Pres-
ident of the Board of Direc-
tors, reflects on the group’s 
journey: “I would like to say 
that it has been a pleasure to 
be with the group all these 
years and I am extremely 

grateful for all our music 
directors. Their passion for 
music and willingness to re-
hearse the group to perform 
pieces that were both satisfy-
ing and challenging have con-
tinually led to many thrilling 
and fulfilling performances.”

Today, OPRO’s heart re-
mains rooted in community. 
With musicians ranging in 
age from 14 to 103, and four 
different programs across six 
concerts each season, the or-
chestra offers something for 
everyone. Since 2001, OPRO 
has operated as a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization, of-
fering free concerts and ed-
ucational programs for the 
community. This spring, 
OPRO will perform the Sche-
herazade for the first time – a 
tribute to Brown, who counts 
the work among her all-time 
favorites. Brown, along with 
Greene, and French horn 
player Mike Sherman, have 
been present and active mem-
bers for all 40 years of the or-
chestra’s existence.

For more information 

about OPRO, please visit 
http://www.opro.org; email 
the Board of Directors at 
oprowilb@gmail.com; or 

simply stop by a rehearsal, 
held every Wednesday from 
7 to 9 p.m. at Soule Road 
School starting Aug. 27.

OPRO from page 1

A group shot of the Old Post Road Orchestra. A league of passionate musicians in a group photo.

Photos courtesy of Elaine Gernux

The passion of music on the stage.

The next generation of performers are also part of the group.
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WILBRAHAM - Pop cul-
ture enthusiasts gathered at 
HasBeen Collectible Toys & 
Comics on March 28 for the 
store’s Second Anniversary 
Sale.

The anniversary event, 
which ran from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m., featured the first and 
only fan-built replica of the 
Optimus Prime truck from 
“Transformers: Age of Extinc-
tion,” the G1 Bumblebee Car, 
the 2007 Movie Bumblebee 
Car, K.I.T.T. from “Knight 
Rider,” the “A-Team” van, a 
“Ghostbusters” tribute car and 
many more. 

Also, an eight-foot Opti-
mus Prime robot and the op-
portunity to meet Transform-
ers Comic Book Artist Casey 
W. Coller.

Owner Rik Alvarez was 
moved by the turnout.

“I wasn’t expecting this. I 
thought maybe we’d get 200 
people here. We had someone 
come all the way from Ore-
gon here. Every time some-
one shouts out over the walk-
ie-talkie, the line gets bigger. It 
goes to 79, it goes to 80; we’re 
at, I think, 89 right now, peo-
ple waiting in line just to come 
into the store,” Alvarez said. 

Alvarez said Coller is one 
of his favorite comic book art-
ists, and while working at Has-
bro and looking at his work, he 
said to himself, “I got to work 
with this guy. I got to meet him 

somehow.”
“So, being the creative 

manager for Transformers, I 
reached out and I said hey. I 
introduced myself. ‘Would 
you mind doing some work for 

internal use for Hasbro?’ and 
he was game and we’ve been 
friends ever since,” Alvarez 
said. 

His goal, he added, is for 
HasBeen to be a “destination 

Fandoms 
assemble

HASBEEN
Collectible Toys & ComicsAnniversaryAnniversary

  Sale  Sale
 at

Please see HASBEEN, 
page 15

Rik Alvarez, owner of HasBeen Collectible Toys & Comics, and 
his buddy, Oscar—decked out in full costume as Optimus 
Prime—pose for a photo. The store opened in 2024.

The Optimus 
Prime robot 

made an 
appearance at 

the event.

The “Ghostbusters” tribute car.

LEFT: Here, we have the first and only fan-built replica of the 
Optimus Prime truck from “Transformers: Age of Extinction.” 
This was organized and self-funded by the Fiduccia Family, 
consisting of Joe, Ania and Ryan, who also travel across the 
country with the replica.

Here is K.I.T.T. from “Knight Rider.” 
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AGAWAM— If the Min-
nechaug Regional girls’ varsi-
ty lacrosse team can continue 
to perform like they did in the 
first three games of the regu-
lar season, it should be a very 
successful spring.

The Falcons improved to 
a perfect 3-0 after dispatching 
Valley Wheel League rival 
Agawam, 11-4, on a gloomy 
afternoon at Harmon A. 
Smith Field in Agawam, last 
Thursday. 

“We’ve started the sea-
son off strongly and I’m 
hoping that we can keep it 
going,” said Minnechaug 
senior tri-captain Aubrey 
Stachowicz, who has been a 
member of the girls’ varsity 
lacrosse team since she was 
a freshman. “I’m very excited 
because this is our best start 
since I’ve been a member of 
the varsity team. We’re hop-
ing to win a championship 
title this year.”

Under the direction of 
first-year head coach Thom-
as Brennan, Minnechaug Re-
gional began the 2026 cam-

paign with home victories 
against Amherst (15-1), and 
East Longmeadow (12-10).

“I’ve watched these girls 
play lacrosse during the past 
couple of years, so I’m not 
very surprised that we’re 
3-0,” said Brennan, who was 
an assistant coach a year ago. 
“We’re still trying to put the 
pieces together, but I’m very 
proud of how well the play-
ers have performed so far this 
season.”

Stachowicz contributed 
a goal and two assists in the 
Falcons first road game of 
the season. She’s planning to 
attend the University of Ala-
bama in the fall.

“The University of Al-
abama has been my dream 
school since I was in the sixth 
grade,” said Stachowicz, who 
has only played lacrosse in 
high school. “They don’t 
have a women’s lacrosse team 
there, but I’m planning to try 
out for their club lacrosse 
team. One of my teammates 
will also be attending Ala-
bama.”

That will be Ava Luszcz, 
who’s also a senior tri-cap-
tain.

Luszcz anchors the defen-
sive unit, along with soph-
omore Oksana Dobronski, 
sophomore Kendall Placzek, 
and junior Ava Scatolini. 

The Falcons’ other senior 
tri-captain is Nolah McCo-
nnell, who didn’t play in the 
game against the Brownies 

because of an injury. She’s 
planning to play lacrosse at 
Worcester State University.

The Brownies (0-2), who 
won their first meeting against 
Minnechaug a year ago, suf-
fered an 11-10 non-league 
loss at Tantasqua Regional in 
their first game of this season.

Agawam head coach Tay-
lor DeGeorge praised the per-
formance of senior tri-captain 
Lucia LaRocque defensively.

“We’re a very young team 

Hot streak 
continues 
for Chaug 
boys 
lacrosse

WILBRAHAM – The 
Minnechaug Regional 
High School boys la-
crosse as they defeated 
both Grafton and Amherst 
Regional this week in or-
der to get to 4-0 on the 
regular season.

The Falcons would 
beat Amherst 10-1 in a 
blowout last Friday.

Then, Grafton host-
ed Minnechaug with the 
Falcons scoring a 7-3 win 
thanks to three goals each 
in the first and second 
quarters.

Cam Faneuff had three 
goals to lead the Fal-
cons. Kelly Balog, Liam 
Metzger, Jake Moore, and 
Liam Faneuff had single 
goals for Minnechaug.

Coming up, the Fal-
cons will travel to West-
field High and then face 
off with Agawam on 
Monday, Apr. 13 at 5 p.m. 
at home.

Falcons stay perfect 
with win over Brownies

Ava Scatolini sends a pass away from behind the goal.

Anna Taylor looks for an opening to make a pass. Olivia Gaudreau heads toward the Agawam goal. Peyton Lee is pursued by the Agawam defense.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

WILBRAHAM – Last Tuesday 
afternoon Minnechaug Regional over-
came a four-run deficit early to score 
13 unanswered runs and defeat Frank-
lin Tech 15-6 for the Falcons first win 
of the season. Kaelyn Dionne pitched 
and defeated the Eagles and also had 
three hits and two RBI. Brooklyn Ro-
sas, Veronica Ouimet and Mylie Mit-
tler had two hits each. Minnecahug is 
1-2 to start the season.

Dionne, offense Dionne, offense 
leads Falcons past leads Falcons past 

Franklin TechFranklin Tech

Gianna Fusco swings and makes contact.

Brooklyn 
Rosas 
attempts a 
slap hit.

ABOVE: Alexa 
Sherman cleanly 
fields a grounder 

to third base.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Kaelyn Dionne fires a pitch from the 
circle.

Megan Pronovost hustles 
down the line.

Mylie Mittler 
sends a 

throw to 
first base.

Please see FALCONS, 
page 12
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Parents, Grandparents & Friends SPECIAL!

We are offering a great deal for you to  
CELEBRATE YOUR GRADUATE 

in your community graduation issue. 
Submit a photo and a brief message.

DEADLINE FOR 
SUBMISSION MAY 15th

EMAIL YOUR AD TO:
jwalker@turley.com

MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, 

Name, Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

2x3  Black & White Grad Ad

Congratulations
Karly Smith!
We are so 
very proud of 
you and your 
accomplishments.
Good luck
at Springfield 
College!

Love, Mom & Dad

SAMPLE
SAMPLECongratulate            GraduateCongratulate            Graduate

SPECIAL! 
$55.00

Your

this year, but Lucia controlled 
our defense very well,” De-
George said. “When you play 
defense for more the 75 per-
cent of the time, you’re going 
to get tired.”  

Agawam’s other two se-
nior tri-captains are Makayla 
Rosario, and Finnola Ma-
honey.

Last Thursday’s contest 
was scoreless for the first 
eight minutes of the opening 
quarter. 

Minnechaug junior So-
phia Kozub finally broke the 
ice by scoring the first of her 
three goals with 3:44 left in 
the quarter. 

Junior Caelan Luszcz, 
who assisted on Kozub’s 
goal, netted an unassisted 
goal a minute later giving the 
Falcons a 2-0 advantage.

“Scoring the two goals 
in the first period gave us 
the momentum,” Stachowicz 
said. “It’s always very im-

portant to take the lead in ev-
ery game. We do have a very 
strong offense this year.”

With 6:04 left in the first 
half, the Brownies cut their 
deficit in half following a free 
position goal by Rosario.   

Then three consecutive 
goals from Luszcz, Kozub, 
and sophomore Peyton Lee 
extended the Falcons lead to 
5-1 with a little more than 
two minutes left in the second 
quarter.

The duo of Kozub and Lee 
finished with hat-tricks, while 
Luszcz added two goals. 

The Brownies second goal 
was scored by sophomore 
Bella Santaniello, who’s 
older sister, Hope, was an 
All-American soccer player 
in high school.

Santaniello’s goal was as-
sisted by junior Gianna Go-
odrow.

After holding a 6-2 half-
time lead, Minnechaug out-
scored Agawam, 4-0, during 
the third quarter.

The Falcons’ first two 
goals of the second half were 
scored by sophomores Lillian 
Sergienko and Anna Taylor. 
Kozub scored her third goal 
of the match with 4:37 left 
in the quarter before Stacho-
wicz’s goal gave the visiting 
team a commanding 10-2 
advantage entering the final 
twelve minutes of the contest.

With no shot clock, the 
Falcons took their time when-
ever they held possession of 
the ball during the final quar-
ter.

Lee fired a shot into the 
cage with 2:37 left in regula-
tion.

The Brownies responded 
with goals by Santaniello and 
Rosario during the last two 
minutes, but the outcome had 
already been determined at 
that point.

Agawam will be looking 
to split the rivalry series for 
the second consecutive year 
when they travel to Wilbra-
ham on April 27.

FALCONS from page 11

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Aubrey Stachowicz gets ready to shoot.
Sophia Kozub sends a pass out from behind the 
Brownies’ goal.

W O R C E S T E R 
—  The  Worcester Railers 
HC  (29-30-5-2, 
65 pts)  fell to the 
Reading Roy-
als (35-23-7-2, 
79pts) on Sun-
day, April 5th, with 
a final score of 3-2 
at the DCU Center, 
in front of a crowd of 
2,788. The Railers will 
take on the Greensboro Gar-
goyles at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, 
April 10th at First Horizon 
Coliseum in Greensboro, NC.

Reading’s Hunter Jo-
hannes (1-0-1) scored 58 sec-
onds into the first for Reading 
to give them an early lead. 
Ben Meehan (1-0-1) doubled 
the Royals lead with a four-
on-three power-play goal ten 
minutes later. Worcester’s 
Case McCarthy (1-0-1) and 
Reading’s Yvan Mongo (1-0-
1) traded goals in the second 

to keep it a two-goal lead for 
Reading entering the third.

The Royals 
took a quick 
1-0 lead into 

the pivotal 
Sunday game. 

Hunter Johannes 
(12th) finished a 
two-on-one rush 

down the ice off a 
feed from Mikael Ro-

bideaux. He placed a shot 
perfectly over the glove of 
Parker Gahagen in net for 
Worcester for the early lead. 
The Royals wound up on a 
four-on-three man-advantage 
later in the period and capital-
ized to open their lead to 2-0. 
Ben Meehan (12th) received 
a perfect feed from Carson 
Golder and blew a one-timer 
past Gahagen for the pow-
er-play goal. Shots in the first 
were tied at six apiece.

Worcester cut into Read-

ing’s lead early in the sec-
ond. Case McCarthy (4th) 
scored his fourth goal of the 
weekend on a shot from the 
right circle to beat Carson 
Bjarnason in net for the Roy-
als. Reading retaliated and 
regained their two-goal lead 
on a bid from Yvan Mongo 
(4th) that made it a 3-1 lead 
for Reading. The Railers kept 
the Royals to just four shots 
in the second period while 
taking 12 themselves.

Worcester notched the 
only goal of the third peri-
od when Anthony Repaci 
scored with 8.9 seconds re-
maining to cut the deficit to 
3-2. The ensuing faceoff was 
won into the Worcester zone 
and Worcester was unable to 
return the puck down-ice to 
score in time as they lost 3-2 
in regulation to Reading.

Worcester Railers fall to Reading

SPORTS

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Springfield Thunderbirds 
(29-29-6-2) withstood mul-
tiple comeback bids from 
the Syracuse Crunch (39-
21-3-4) en route to a 4-3 
shootout win on Saturday 
night inside the MassMutual 
Center.

The T-Birds forced vet-
eran goaltender Brandon 
Halverson into early work 
as Springfield generated 
two power play chances in 
the first period, along with 
12 total shots on the target. 
While the Crunch held the 
fort shorthanded, they could 
not keep Springfield off the 
board, as Alek Kaskimaki 
whistled a high-rising wrist 
shot over Halverson’s glove 
at 10:34 to give the T-Birds 
a 1-0 lead. Akil Thomas 
picked up a point for a third 
straight game on the lone 
assist. 

At the other end, the 
T-Birds made life easy for 
their starter, Will Cranley, 
who needed to make just 
five saves in 20 minutes to 
begin his evening. 

Syracuse had difficulty 
generating a high quantity 
of shots through the course 
of the evening, but they were 
opportunistic as Ethan Sam-
son slipped down the slot, 
received a pass from Ethan 
Gauthier, and wristed it past 

Cranley at 8:07 of the sec-
ond to tie the score.

Less than two minutes 
later, the T-Birds’ special 
teams rose to the occasion 
again, killing off 1:15 of 
5-on-3 Crunch power play 
time en route to a perfect 
4-for-4 penalty killing effort 
in the period. 

As the period entered its 
closing minutes, Springfield 
earned its own two-man ad-
vantage opportunity, and 
Thomas Bordeleau took full 
advantage, ripping a shot 
past Halverson’s blocker at 
18:20 to send the game to 
the third with the T-Birds 
holding the 2-1 lead. 

The T-Birds’ power play 
began the third period seek-
ing an insurance goal, but in-
stead relented a shorthanded 
tally to AHL points leader 
Jakob Pelletier just 1:55 into 
the frame, which tied the 
score, 2-2.

However, Syracuse 
committed a high-sticking 
infraction less than half a 
minute later, and 10 seconds 
onto the ensuing power play, 
Dillon Dube crashed the 
blue paint to jam a rebound 
past Halverson to restore the 
lead, 3-2, at 2:34. Kaskimaki 
picked up his second assist 
and third point on Dube’s 
14th goal of the season. 

The visitors still refused 

to go away quietly, and Nick 
Abruzzese again tied matters 
at 8:38 when he cleaned up a 
bouncing puck off Cranley’s 
pad to equalize the game, 
3-3.

Neither team could solve 
the other through the closing 
minutes, setting the stage for 
3-on-3 overtime. Cranley 
and Halverson both stood 
tall on four combined shots 
in the extra frame, and the 
shootout’s first three rounds 
also produced no offensive 
successes.

Finally, in the top of 
round four, Akil Thomas 
calmly slipped a forehand 
shot through Halverson’s 
legs, and when Dylan Duke 
missed the net on his at-
tempt, Springfield secured 
its fourth consecutive win.

By virtue of Springfield’s 
win and Lehigh Valley’s reg-
ulation loss, the T-Birds’ 
magic number to clinch a 
Calder Cup Playoff spot 
now sits at 6. That number 
decreases with every point 
the T-Birds earn in the stand-
ings, as well as every point 
the Phantoms fail to earn.

The T-Birds continue 
their four-game homestand 
on Friday, April 10 when 
they host the Rochester 
Americans inside the Thun-
derdome for a 7:05 p.m. 
puck drop.

Falcons close in on 
playoff spot with win

Send resume 

& cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Email: jamie@turley.com

Turley Publications is a 
locally owned family business, offers a 
competitive commission structure, 
401k, and health plan.

➤ Do you want to work in your 
community helping local businesses 
connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting 
local journalism, which tells the 
unique stories of our communities? 

➤ You must be a self-starter with 
excellent communication and 
organizational skills. Basic computer 
skills are required. Previous print 
sales experience is preferred 
but we will train the right candidate. 

Now Hiring!
Advertising Sales       Representative

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications is looking for an outgoing, 
energetic person interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers an supplesments. The right candidate will assume 
an established territory with a portfolio of customers.

W I L B R A -
HAM - Spring 
is officially here 
and spring sports 
are underway. 
Softball, base-
ball, and lacrosse 
teams have hit the 
fields for prac-
tices developing 
skills and good 
sportsmanship. 
Track and field 
and tennis will be 
starting soon and 
the outdoor pick-
leball courts are open for the 
season. Additionally, the Wil-
braham Parks and Recreation 
Department offering some 
exciting spring events includ-
ing the Falcon Trail Race and 
Fishing Derby. 

In partnership with 
Friends of Recreation, the 
11th Annual Falcon Trail 
Race will be on Sunday, 
April 12 at McDonald Nature 

Preserve. The race starts at 10 
a.m. and you can pre-register 
online at Active.com or regis-
ter the day of at the race. All 
proceeds from the race will 
be used for improvements at 
the Wilbraham Recreation 
Facilities. We are thankful 
for LUSO Federal Bank for 
sponsoring this event. 

The Annual Spec Pond 
Fishing Derby presented by 
the Friends of Recreation, 

Wilbraham Parks 
and Recreation 
Department, and 
MA Department 
of Fisheries and 
Wildlife will be 
on Saturday, May 
16 from 9 a.m. 
to Noon. This is 
a great event for 
all ages. No fish-
ing license is re-
quired, instructors 
will be onsite to 
help, and bait is 
provided. There is 

a $2 donation per person with 
a $10 maximum per family. 

Whether you are out en-
joying a sport, a game, or an 
event we hope you enjoy the 
outdoors and the wonderful 
facilities here in Wilbraham. 

NOTE: For more infor-
mation on all of our programs 
and to register, please visit 
Wilbrahamrec.com.

This Week in Rec

Alex Soares
Recreation Clerk

HAMPDEN - The Dem-
ocratic Party in Hampden 
will be holding a caucus in 

the Town Hall, 85 Wilbra-
ham Rd, Hampden, on April 
10, 2025 from 5 to 7 p.m. 

for the purpose of nominat-
ing candidates for the 2026 
Annual Town Election.

Democratic Caucus in Hampden
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Health care pros
  4. A person inhabiting 

Benin
  7. One thousand cubic 

feet (abbr.)
 10. Split pulses
 11. Frozen water
 12. Small constellation
 13. Perennial mountain 

rice
 15. Pick up
 16. Japanese historical 

period
 19. Suggesting the horror 

of death and decay
 21. Unattached
 23. Fishing port in SE 

France
 24. Products for dogs
 25. One point south of 

southeast
 26. Having the skill 

or resources to do 
something

 27. Involve oneself deeply

 30. Immobile
 34. __ pai dong: Hong 

Kong food stall
 35. Move quickly on foot
 36. Gathered
 41. A way through
 45. Another name for Thor
 46. Sharp dueling sword
 47. The supreme 

commander of a fleet
 50. Seasoned sausages
 54. Path
 55. Christian hermit
 56. Ancient region of Asia 

Minor
 57. Where wrestlers go 

to work
 59. Roman statesman
 60. Explosive
 61. Licensed for Wall 

Street
 62. Where golfers start
 63. Grow old
 64. Autonomic nervous 

system
 65. No seats available

CLUES DOWN
  1. A legally binding 

command
  2. General feeling of 

discomfort
  3. Dribble
  4. Soft touch
  5. South American plant
  6. Clouds of gas and dust 

in space
  7. Warm-blooded 

vertebrates
  8. Lines created by folding
  9. Strong belief
 13. Senior officer
 14. Adult
 17. Joint entrance 

examination in India
 18. Passports and drivers’ 

licenses are two
 20. Those who go against 

an accepted authority
 22. One point east of 

northeast
 27. Journalist Tarbell
 28. One’s mother (British)

 29. Nowhere to be found
 31. A way to save for old 

age
 32. Fall behind
 33. Midway between 

northeast and east
 37. The work of a sailor
 38. Mark with striae
 39. Energy, style and 

enthusiasm
 40. Sticky situation
 41. Monetary units of Spain
 42. Three-banded armadillo
 43. Chooses
 44. More disreputable
 47. Defensive nuclear 

weapon
 48. “The Partridge Family” 

actress Susan
 49. Livestock owners assn. 

in Spain
 51. Duplicating machine 

(abbr.)
 52. OJ trial judge
 53. Politician
 58. Airborne (abbr.)

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-589-7564 Office ❖ 413-589-7588 Fax ❖ 413-531-5360

Low cost 
tutoring & 
scholarships 
are available! 

We’re a private, 
non-profit 
organization at the 
Palmer Public Library, 
here to help you meet 
your educational and 
professional goals.

1455 N. Main St
3rd Floor
Palmer, MA
01069

We’re on Facebook!

NEW PHONE NUMBER

Contact Us For More InformationContact Us For More Information
    413-544-6600    413-544-6600

email: director@topfloorlearning.orgemail: director@topfloorlearning.org
https://topfloorlearning.org/https://topfloorlearning.org/

Tutors Needed
For English Language Learners, HiSet 

English, Writing & Math
Computer/Tech

• Basic Computer Use
• Resumé Building & Updating
• English Language Learning
• GED/HiSET Preparation
• Reading, Writing, Math
• Citizenship Exam
• SAT, TOEFL, etc. Test Prep

TUTORING
AVAILABLE
Meet Your Professional & 

Educational Goals

MAIN STREET TAVERN
Join Top Floor Learning Thursday, April 9
from 4 to 9 p.m. at 218 Main St., Monson

and meet our new director! 
A percentage of the sales will benefit

Top Floor Learning

Starting April 8, tutors will be available 
from 1:30 to 6:30 pm on Wednesdays

Stanley Wilfred Witkop, 
Jr., a lifelong resident of 
Hampden, passed 
away on March 
25, 2026, at Mer-
cy Medical Cen-
ter in Springfield, 
surrounded by his 
family. He was 
88 years old.

Born in Staf-
ford Springs on 
March 14, 1938, 
he was the son of the late 
Stanley and Florence (Sco-
field) Witkop.

He was educated in the 
Hampden and Springfield 
schools. Stanley was a 
dedicated and hardwork-
ing man who spent over 60 
years employed at Hamp-
den Engineering Corpora-
tion in East Longmeadow. 
His strong work ethic and 
commitment were evident 
throughout his long career. 
Stanley was a member of 
Saint Mary’s Church in 
Hampden and served as an 
assessor in Hampden for 
many years. Stanley was 
known as a man who could 
fix anything from tractors to 
motorcycles. He spent many 
years working on his farm, 
but he was passionate about 
his family. In later years, he 
enjoyed hosting his family 
every Sunday and turned his 
attention to becoming “the 
world’s best” grandfather. 
He could always be counted 
on to fix bikes, ride-on toys, 
and swing sets. He gave 
them driving lessons and 
dispensed advice as they 
became teenagers. 

He is survived by his 
beloved wife, Marcia (Car-
riere) Witkop of Hampden; 
his three sons, Stanley Wit-
kop III (Tammy) of Mon-
son, Stephen Witkop (Kath-
leen) of Hampden, and Peter 

Witkop (Amy Scrutchfield) 
of New Gloucester, Maine, 

his two daughters, 
Christine Crombie 
(David) of Hamp-
den, and Lisa Burt 
and her husband 
Gregory of Long-
meadow. He also 
leaves his stepchil-
dren, Jeffrey Flood 
(Jami Wilson) of 
East Longmead-

ow, and Laura McMahon 
(Stephen) of Hampden. 
Stanley is further survived 
by his brother, Irving Wit-
kop (Beverly) of Hampden; 
his sisters, Geraldine Wash-
ington of Wylie, Texas and 
Florence McEwen (Wil-
liam) of Balboa Island, Cal-
ifornia, and many cousins. 
He leaves 8 grandchildren, 
Tyler Witkop of Hampden, 
Kathryn Witkop (Zachary) 
of Hampden, Emma Szu-
mowski and Clare McMa-
hon of Hampden, Joshua 
Crombie of Hampden, Na-
thaniel Burt of Longmead-
ow, and Miranda Flood 
of East Longmeadow. He 
leaves 3 great-grandchil-
dren, Madeleine, Hudson 
and Hallie O’Sullivan of 
Hampden, and several niec-
es and nephews. In addition 
to his parents, he was pre-
deceased by his son, Bruce 
Witkop, and a grandson, 
Nicholas Crombie. 

All services will be pri-
vate. Arrangements are en-
trusted to Byron Keenan 
Funeral Home and Crema-
tion Tribute Center, 1858 
Allen Street, Springfield, 
MA 01118. Memorial Con-
tributions may be made to 
The Parkinson Foundation 
New England Chapter, Do-
nor Services 5757 Water-
ford District Drive, Miami 
FL 33126.

Stanley Wilfred Witkop, Jr.

OBITUARIES
DEATH NOTICES

Cynthia M. Crum
Died March 31, 2026
Wilbraham Funeral 
Home is in charge of the 
arrangements.

Stanley W. Witkop, Jr.
Died March 25, 2026
Services were private.
Byron Keenan Funer-
al Home and Cremation 
Tribute Center

Janet P. Duncan Earle
Died March 10, 2026
No funeral will be held.

Obituary 
Policy

Wilbraham-Hampden Times

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

HAMPDEN - The weath-
er is warming and flowers 
are beginning to appear, a 
perfect time to get to the 
Hampden Senior Center to 
see what beautiful 
art is blooming in 
the Spring Show of 
the Scantic River 
Artisans. The show 
will be held in the 
Community Room 
of the Hampden Se-
nior Center on April 
11 and 12. Hours on 
Saturday are 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. and on Sun-
day from 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m. There will be 
a reception with mu-
sic and refreshments 
from Noon to 2 p.m. 
on Sunday, with 
awards presented at 
2 p.m. The Senior 
Center is located at 104 Allen 
Street.

Their February show of 
small works was very well 
attended with rave reviews 
of the works on display. The 
April 2026 show will include 
Oil, Watercolor, Acrylic, Pas-
tel, Mixed Media, Photogra-
phy, and Sculpture. All works 
are original and most will be 

available for purchase.
One of the artists whose 

work will be on display is 
Jean Zampiceni from East 
Longmeadow. Jean’s artistic 

career began with a degree 
from Massachusetts College 
of Art. She returned much 
later to take a sign painting 
course. In 1986 she founded 
Painted Sign where she cre-
ates custom signs for com-
mercial and private clients. 
While she uses vinyl and dig-
ital printing, when necessary, 
she still prefers hand paint-

ing. Her business keeps her 
busy but she still finds time to 
paint for fun. About six years 
ago she joined Scantic River 
Artisans. She is a very active 

member and exhibits 
in most of the shows. 
She says she prefers 
oil paints because, 
“It’s more alive.” Jean 
took third place in 
oils at a recent SRA 
juried show. You will 
get to see a number of 
her works at the April 
show.

Scantic River Ar-
tisans mission is to 
connect the commu-
nity through diverse, 
dynamic, and creative 
experiences. SRA is 
dedicated to providing 
opportunities for local 
artists of all ages and 

skill levels to explore, de-
velop, and market their cre-
ations. The group has over 65 
members from Wilbraham, 
Hampden and surrounding 
towns.

For more information 
about the Scantic River Ar-
tisans visit their website at 
https://www.scanticriverarti-
sans.com/

Spring Art Show at Hampden Senior Center

A photo from 
the Big Art 

Show of Small 
Works in 
February.

Jean Zampiceni is one of the featured artists.
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches, 
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising, 
radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item 
or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL HANDY-
MAN SERVICES. No job too small. Call 
for all your household and property mainte-
nance needs. 413-563-6993.

ELECTRICIAN
I offer good quality electrical work, no 

project too small. Service upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy, dependable & insured. 

 Master Elec. #20773A. 
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

 Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, 
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

HOUSE CLEANING
Trusted HOUSE CLEANING 

in Wilbraham. 
10+ years experience, references available. 
Reliable, detail-oriented service. Free esti-
mates. Call/Text [Livea/ 508.371-5445] 
today!

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE

 Excavator Services
Overgrown property?

Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal

Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand

Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal

Insured
 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation

Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE – Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of 
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

BOATS
17’ STARCRAFT ALUMINUM BOAT. 
1994 w/90HP 2-stroke Evinrude motor. 
Trailer w/spare tire, in great shape. $4000. 
Verne, 413-539-8246.

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years 
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now 
$1,200. 413-218-2321

CANNABIS CULTIVATION AND 
PRODUCT MANUFACTURING 

FACILITY (HOLYOKE)
Holyoke Wilds, a licensed cannabis cultiva-
tion facility in Holyoke, MA, is seeking reli-
able individuals for general cultivation and 
product manufacturing positions. Duties 
include assisting with plant care, trimming, 
cleaning, product manufacturing and other 
general tasks within the facility.
Start Date: Within the next few weeks to 
months
Pay: Varies based on experience. Ranges 
from $16 to $20 per hour.
Requirements: Applicants must be 21 
or older and eligible to work in the United 
States. Background checks are required 
under state cannabis regulations.

Interested candidates should email 
holyokewilds9@gmail.com 

with their contact information 
and brief work history.

Holyoke Wilds is an equal opportunity em-
ployer. All qualified applicants will receive 
consideration for employment without 
regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, national origin, 
disability, or veteran status.

SEASONAL FACILITIES CREW
wanted at Norcross Wildlife Foundation.

For a full job description, please visit 
www.norcrosswildlife.org

or email info@norcrosswildlife.org

The Town of North Brookfield is looking for 
a part-time Program Assistant for 
the Council on Aging. Please submit a re-
sume with a letter of interest to the Select-
men’s Office, 215 Main St., North 
Brookfield, MA 01535; or by email to 
selectmen@northbrookfield.net.

WANT TO WORK THIS SUMMER 
part or full-time? Help wanted for assisting 
in landscape maintenance and installation 
projects. Liberty Orchards Landscape, 
413-283-6408.

FOR RENT
AGAWAM APT. FOR RENT. 2 bed, 2 
bath, gas heat, private basement washer/
dryer hookup. $1600 mo. No utilities. No 
pets. Call 413-789-6206.

LAND WANTED
Seeking 8-20 peaceful acres in Cen-
tral MA for pet memorial sanctuary. Espe-
cially interested in lease-option, phased 
sale, or seller financing. Respectful, se-
rious inquiry. Patrick | 508-735-3232 | 
founder@rainbow-meadow.org

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

OPPORTUNITY

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20262026

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

BUSINESS FOR SALE
BIOLINKS OF

NEW ENGLAND
Grease trap pumping business. 

Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Highway Dept. Skilled Laborer / Truck Driver
The Town of New Braintree Highway Dept. is seeking qualified applicants for 
the immediate full-time position of Skilled Laborer / Truck Driver. Applicants 
must have a valid Massachusetts Driver’s License, Class B (CDL) with DOT 
Medical Examination Certification and a Hoisting Engineer License Class 2B 
with DOT Medical Examination Certification. Interested applicants should 
submit a letter of interest and an employment application to: 
Highway Department, 110 West Brookfield Road, New Braintree MA 01531.

____________________________

Highway Dept. Seasonal Laborer 
The Town of New Braintree is seeking a qualified candidate to perform 
seasonal work in the maintenance of town commons, roadways, grounds 
and cemeteries. Applicants must have a valid Massachusetts Driver’s License 
(Class D). This is a seasonal position for 20 hours per week with a flexible 
schedule, May through October. Interested applicants should submit a letter 
of interest and employment application to: Highway Department, 
110 West Brookfield Road, New Braintree MA 01531. 

For further information, please contact 
Richard Ayer, Highway Superintendent, at 508-867-2451, 
or via email at Highway@newbraintree.gov. 

A.A./E.O.E.

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES

This ad is pursuant to MA 
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A as 
of April 24, 2026 the following 
motor vehicles will be for sale to 
satisfy a garage keepers lien:

2007 Ford Edge
VIN: 2FMDK48C27BB34174
LKO: Eliel Rodriquez
215 White St.
Springfield, MA 01108

1997 Fleetwood Bounder
VIN: 3FCM53G5VJA05173
LKO: Noemi Souza
222 Allen St.
Springfield MA 01105
Wayman Rainey
126 Valley Rd.
 Springfield MA 01119

R & S Assoc. Inc
PO Box 543

Wilbraham MA 01095
 413-596-4374 

04/9, 04/16, 04/23/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD26P0665EA
Estate of: 

Raymond A. Recor 
Date of Death: 01/21/2026
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Mari E. Tarpinian 
of Wilbraham, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal De-
cree and Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Mari E. Tarpinian of Wilbra-
ham, MA be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised ad-
ministration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 04/27/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 

THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 

(MUPC)
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court, Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: March 30, 2026 

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

04/09/2026

Town of Hampden
Notice of Public Hearing

The Hampden Planning Board 
will hold a Public Hearing on 
Wednesday, April 22, 2026 at 
6:30 PM in the Town Hall, 85 
Wilbraham Road, Hampden, 
MA on the application of Salmar 
Realty, LLC c/o Peter Martins 
for a Special Permit under Sec-
tion 6, Table of Use Regulation 
Use Code 4.14 within Table 
6.0 of the Zoning Bylaw for a 
restaurant and a Special Permit 
with Site Plan Approval under 
Section 6, Use Code 4.12 for a 
retail establishment both within 
the Business District located at 
2 Somers Road, Lot #3 (Parcel 
#12-040-000) owned by Hamp-
den Farms LLC. Information re-
lated to this application is on file 
in the Town Clerk’s Office and is 

available for review by the pub-
lic during normal business hours. 
For the Board, Madison Pixley, 
Chair of the Hampden Planning 
Board. Published in the Wilbra-
ham-Hampden Times on April 2 
and 9, 2026. 
04/02, 04/09/2026

INVITATION TO BID
TOWN OF WILBRAHAM

WILBRAHAM SEWER PIPE 
LINING SERVICES

The Town of Wilbraham in-
vites sealed bids for the con-
tract entitled “WILBRAHAM 
SEWER PIPE LINING SER-
VICES” until 1:00 PM on Friday 
April 24, 2026 at the Engineering 
Department, Town Office Build-
ing, 240 Springfield Street, Wil-
braham, MA 01095 where they 
will be publicly opened and read 
aloud. Bids must be enclosed in a 
sealed envelope plainly and leg-
ibly entitled “WILBRAHAM 
SEWER PIPE LINING SER-
VICES”. The project consists 
of the installation of approxi-
mately 142 linear feet of Cured-
In-Place-Pipe (CIPP) lining of 
8-inch asbestos concrete (AC) 
gravity sewer pipe.

Bids shall be accompanied by 
a bid deposit in the amount of 5% 
of the bid price. The bid deposit
must be in the form of a Bid 
Bond, a Certified Check, or a 
Treasurer’s or Cashier’s Check 
issued by a responsible Bank or 
Trust Company having office in 
the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts. The Bid Deposit shall 
be made payable to the Town of 
Wilbraham.

Prevailing State Minimum 
Wage Rates must be complied 
with as per MGL Ch 149 sec-
tion 26-27d. These wage rates 
are contained within the contract 
documents.

Bidders must provide with 
their bid a signed “Contractors 
Certification” found in the Invita-
tion to Bid, which certifies Labor 
and Harmony, OSHA training, 
Non-Collusion, Non-Discrimi-
nation and Tax Certifications.

The Invitation to Bid docu-
ments will be available begin-
ning on Wednesday April 8, 2026 
at 9:00a.m. via email to Tonya 
Capparello at DPW@wilbra-
ham-ma.gov.

The lowest qualified responsi-
ble bidder shall be awarded the 
contract. The Town reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids, to 
waive informalities, to advertise 
for new proposals, as deemed in 
the, interest of the Town.

Tonya L. Capparello, P.E.
Director of Public Works

04/09/2026

INVITATION TO BID 
TOWN OF WILBRAHAM 

240 Springfield Street, 
Wilbraham, MA 01095 

SPRINGFIELD STREET AT 
STONY HILL ROAD 
INTERSECTION & 

SIDEWALK 
IMPROVEMENTS 

The Town of Wilbraham, Mas-
sachusetts invites sealed bids for 
“Springfield Street at Stony 
Hill Road Intersection & Side-
walk Improvements”, in accor-
dance with the Contract Docu-
ments prepared by BETA Group, 
Inc., Consulting Engineers, 315 
Norwood Park South, Norwood, 
Massachusetts, 02062. The Se-
lect Board will receive sealed 
bids until 1:00 PM on Thursday 
April 30, 2026 at the Engineering 
Department, Town Office Build-
ing, 240 Springfield Street, Wil-
braham, MA 01095 where they 
will be publicly opened and read 
aloud. 

Bidders must provide with 
their bids a signed forms found 
in the Bid Proposal, which cer-
tifies the Labor Harmony and 
OSHA training, Non-Collusion, 
Non-Discrimination and Tax 
Certifications. 

To bid on this project, Con-
tractors must be prequalified in 
accordance with 720 CMR 5.00. 
MassDOT prequalification of 
contractors with the class of work 
as, “Highway-Construction”, for 
the project with an estimated 
total value of $1,400,000. 

Bidders must email Tonya 
Capparello at DPW@wilbraham
-ma.gov to obtain digital copies 
of the documents. Documents 
will be available April 8, 2026, 
after 9 a.m. 

All bids shall be submitted to 
the Wilbraham Engineering De-
partment Office at 240 Spring-
field St, Wilbraham, MA 01095 
prior to Thursday, April 30, 
2026, at 1:00 p.m. 

There will be no pre-bid con-
ference. 

Bids shall be accompanied 

by a bid deposit in the amount 
of 5% of the bid price. The bid 
deposit must be in the form of a 
Bid Bond, a Certified Check, or 
a Treasurer’s or Cashier’s Check 
issued by a responsible Bank or 
Trust Company having office in 
the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts. 

The Bid Deposit shall be made 
payable to the Town of Wilbra-
ham. 

Complete instructions for fil-
ing Bids are included in the In-
structions to Bidders. 

Minimum Wage Rates as de-
termined by the Commissioner of 
Department of Workforce Devel-
opment under the provisions of 
the Massachusetts General Laws, 
Chapter 149, Section 26 to 270, 
as amended, apply to this project. 
It is the responsibility of the Con-
tractor, before bid opening, to re-
quest if necessary, any additional 
information on Minimum Wage 
Rates for those tradespeople who 
may be employed for the pro-
posed work under this Contract. 

The Town reserves the right to 
reject any or all bids, to waive in-
formalities, to advertise for new 
proposals, as deemed in the inter-
est of the Town. 

Tonya L. Capparello, P.E. 
Director of Public Works  

04/09/2026

ADVERTISEMENT
The Wilbraham Housing Au-

thority, the Awarding Authority, 
invites sealed bids from Contrac-
tors for the Housing Type: El-
derly 667-1 Development for the 
Wilbraham Housing Authority 
in Wilbraham Massachusetts, in 
accordance with the documents 
prepared by N3 Architecture, 
Inc.

The Project consists of: Inte-
rior renovations of one apart-
ment unit at 5 Miles Morgan 
Court, Wilbraham, MA

The work is estimated to cost 
$ 53,471

Bids are subject to M.G.L. 
c.149 §44A-J & to minimum 
wage rates as required by M.G.L. 
c.l49 §§26 to 27H inclusive.

General Bids will be received 
until 2:00 pm, Wednesday, 
April 22, 2026 and publicly 
opened, forthwith.

This project is being Elec-
tronically Bid (E-Bid). All bids 
shall be prepared and submitted 
online at Projectdog.com and 
received no later than the date & 
time specified above. Hard copy 
bids will not be accepted by the 
Awarding Authority. For assis-
tance, contact Projectdog, Inc. at 
978.499.9014.

General bids shall be accom-
panied by a bid deposit that is not 
less than five (5%) of the greatest 
possible bid amount (considering 
all alternates) and made payable 
to the Wilbraham Housing Au-
thority.

Bid Forms and Contract Doc-
uments will be available in elec-
tronic form and without cost or 
charge at Projectdog.com, project 
code 873508, beginning Wednes-
day, April 1, 2026. Persons desir-
ing hard copies of the documents 
shall be solely responsible for all 
printing costs.

The job site and/or existing 
building will be available for in-
spection between 9:00 A.M. and 
9:30 A.M. on Wednesday, April 
8, 2026.

For an appointment call Tricia 
Bouchie (413) 543-1700. 
04/09/2026

Job Connection
Helping You Find help

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

event.”
“I definitely need a big-

ger spot. Long-term, I’d love 
to continue writing books. 
I’ve written several books on 
Transformers. I have another 
book coming out in Septem-
ber. The end goal is to open 
a museum: a toy museum,” 
Alvarez said. “I like that 
people can drive by and see 
the cars and they go, ‘What’s 
that?’ It brings attention to 
the store and it creates buzz 
in the community. So, even if 
people aren’t here, someone 
will tell them about it and 
they’ll go, ‘You know, I got 
to go down there and check 
it out.’”

Coller, who’s been a com-
ic book artist since 2008, was 
excited to meet Transformers 
fans and show off his art-
work.

“It’s a mix of artwork that 
I’ve done for IDW Trans-
formers comic books and 
some stuff, like this one here 
I just did for fun. ‘The Usual 
Suspects’ homage poster fea-
turing Transformers instead 
of humans,” Coller said. “So, 
it’s all just cool Transformer 
artwork that people usually 
appreciate for one reason or 
another.” 

Colle always liked draw-
ing and loved comic books, 
sharing fans enjoyed the 
“The Killing Joke” homage 
poster at the event, which 
was also his first official job. 

“I hoped to be a com-
ic book artist as a job right 
out of high school and that 
didn’t quite work out, but a 
little while later, I got a de-
cent-enough portfolio and I 
always loved Transformers 
when I was a kid too, so I 
made a portfolio of Trans-
formers work. I got involved 
in the online forums for the 
comic book company, which 
their editors would actually 
go on to and look at people’s 
work,” Coller said. “I en-
tered a contest on the forums, 
which I wound up winning 
an art contest and that got 
my work directly to the chief 

editor, and not too long after 
that, they offered me my first 
job.”

Coller expressed his grat-
itude to everyone who sup-
ports his work.

“I don’t like to say that I 
have fans, but I like that peo-
ple appreciate the work that I 
do and it’s really cool. Trans-
formers fans are a cool com-
munity. Everybody seems 
very supportive of each oth-
er,” Coller said. “Any fandom 
can have some clashes here 
and there, but for the most 
part, it’s a very inclusive fan-
dom. It’s just awesome to be 
a part of.”

SteelBeltedRadials, a 
TikToker, did other events 
with Alvarez at the store and 
was there to take videos, not-
ing the used Transformers 
she hadn’t seen before.

“I was really excited 
about seeing the selection. 
Also, it’s just a really love-
ly collectibles shop that has 
a   great and very welcom-
ing environment. As a queer 
woman, I never felt uncom-
fortable being in this shop 
and I really appreciate it,” she 
said.

Her TikTok account, she 
explained, focuses on me-
dia analysis for Transform-
ers content and reviews of 
knockoff figures.

“Because times are tough. 
People’s budgets are strapped 
and a lot of knockoff figures 
are much cheaper than the 
officials, but also they can 
have some quality issues, and 
so I make them to give peo-
ple a more informed decision 

about their purchases so that 
they don’t end up wasting 
their money,” she said. “And, 
it’s really important to me 
to better the fandom, to be a 
positive force in the fandom 
and then, also, to offer re-
sources and help other people 
as best that I can.”

Her favorite Transformer 
is Knock Out from Trans-
formers Prime, with Optimus 
Prime a close second.

She emphasized how 
“fandom is an amazing place 
that can bring a lot of people 
together.”

“It’s a wonderful commu-
nity, and I think, right now 
more than ever, community is 
such a valuable and powerful 
thing,” she said. 

Alvarez’s message was 
this.

“Thank you for all of the 
support from my regulars, 
from the new people. Has-
Been is a place where we 
accept everyone. All are wel-
comed. We are super friendly 
and we love hearing where 
people are from and what 
they collect and I love telling 
stories about my time at Has-
bro working on Transformers 
and G.I. Joe,” Alvarez said. 
“Collecting and being a part 
of pop culture, you’re go-
ing to meet people from all 
walks of life. You’re going 
to meet people from all over 
the country, the planet and 
we may be very different and 
believe very different things, 
but we all share a love for 
collecting and nostalgia and 
it’s a very accepting commu-
nity.”

HAS BEEN from page 10

John Dowd, in full Mandalorian garb, poses with his 1986 
DMC DeLorean. 

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

Casey W. Coller, comic book artist for Transformers comics, meets with fans. 
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OUR FAMILY OF COMPANIES

D E S I G N
B U I L D
L I V E

T H E
K I T C H E N   &

B A T H  C O .

LOCAL.
FAMILY-OWNED.

IN-HOUSE CRAFTSMEN.

BELCHERTOWN  n  WESTFIELD  n  ADAMS

The Social Centerpiece
Your kitchen is where life happens—where recipes are shared and memories 
are made. As the Pioneer Valley’s leader in Kitchen Design, we don’t just 
swap cabinets; we reimagine your space. From custom layouts to our  
in-house countertop fabrication, we ensure your kitchen is as functional as 
it is beautiful.

D E S I G N
B U I L D
L I V E

T H E

K I T C H E N   &

B A T H  C O .


