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School
Committee
approves
resolution
for more
state
funding

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM -
School Committee

The
unani-

mously approved on March
20 a resolution to support
FY26 State Budget Education
Funding Measures.

The resolution concerns
Project 232, a coalition of
districts formed after 232 of
319 districts in the state were
classified as Minimum Aid
Districts, meaning they would
receive minimum state aid for
the 2026 fiscal year.

Superintendent Dr. John
Provost first brought up Proj-
ect 232--originally called
Project 211--back on Feb. 4
during the Budget Roundta-
ble with state officials and

Please see SCHOOL, page 13

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

From the left, Bob Howarth, former Hampden town moderator and former Planning Board chair, Judge Michael Ponsor,
Judge Michael Callan, associate judge for the Superior Court and also a former town attorney for Hampden, and Pil Callan
from Doherty Law Firm pose in a group photo.

Judge Ponsor visits for author talk

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers @turley.com

HAMPDEN - Judge Mi-
chael Ponsor, a district judge
in The United States District
Court, Western region in
Springfield, held an author
talk in the Town House Au-
ditorium on March 22.

The talk was sponsored
by the Friends of the Hamp-
den Free Public Library,
who also provided refresh-
ments. This month, the li-
brary read “The One-Eyed
Judge” as part of their Sat-

urday Book Club.

“The One-Eyed Judge”
is about the Honorable
U.S. District Judge David
Norcross, a federal judge
presiding over the case of a
literature professor accused
of receiving child pornogra-
phy.
The book is the second
in The Judge Norcross Nov-
els, which are “The Hang-
ing Judge,” “The One-Eyed
Judge” and “Point of Order.”

Ponsor, who has been a
judge for over 40 years, be-
came a magistrate judge in
January 1984 and did this
for a decade, followed by
being an active U.S. District
Court Judge for 20 years and

a senior judge since 2014.

He also presided over
the state’s first capital case
in over 50 years in 2000 of
serial killer Kristen Gilbert,
a former nurse convicted
of four murders and two
attempted murders of pa-
tients admitted to the Veter-
ans Affairs Medical Center
in Northampton. She was
sentenced to four consecu-
tive life terms without the
possibility of parole plus
20 years and transferred to
the Federal Medical Center,
Carswell, a federal prison in
Forth Worth, Texas, where
she remains today.

It was this case and ex-

perience that inspired Pon-
sor’s first book, “The Hang-
ing Judge.”

Throughout the talk,
Ponsor shared his legal
background, journey to be-
coming an author, read ex-
cerpts and held a Q & A,
with questions ranging from
who would play the judge
if the book got made into a
movie and if there is over-
sight of judges to what was
the quickest verdict ever and
closing for a case and any
regrets in the real-life cases
he’s presided over.

He also confirmed he’s

Please see AUTHOR, page 8
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Renna
is hard
at work

serving Vets

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers @turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Since
succeeding Jered Sasen as
director of Veterans Services
in Wilbraham, Patrick Renna
has gotten right to work to
support the town’s veterans.

Renna’s first day was on
Jan. 13, understanding he
had “big shoes to fill because
Jered did a great job,” also re-
ceiving support from Sasen as
he started his role.

He also met Sasen a few
years ago for his own VA ben-
efits and had a great conversa-
tion with him.

“I left that day just think-
ing, ‘This is like a really cool
job.” You’re not in the service
anymore, but you’re still out
there. Every day is really fo-
cused on helping other veter-
ans and I just thought that was
really neat,” Renna said.

After retiring from the Air
Force a couple years later and
getting a job as a civilian with
them, a veteran friend in town
sent Renna the job posting
and encouraged him to apply.

“He’s like, ‘I think this
would be perfect for you.
He’s like, ‘You are always
about helping people. He’s
like, ‘I just think this is a good
fit” So, I threw my name in
the hat and got to interview
for it,” Renna said.

Since taking on the role,
Renna has been meeting with
veterans and recently went
before the Select Board to
discuss the HERO Act, which
was passed last year.

Please see RENNA, page 4

‘Cabaret’ holds smashing opening night

By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - The
Wilbraham United Players re-
cently opened their first week
of “Cabaret,” kicking off with
a smashing opening night on
March 28.

The show takes place in
the 1930s at the Kit Kat Club
in Berlin, where Germany is
transitioning from post-World
War I economic depression to
an underground totalitarian
regime with Adolf Hitler and
the Nazi Party at the center of
it all.

Clifford Bradshaw, a
struggling American writer,
enters the Kit Kat Club over-
seen by the mysterious and
omniscient master of ceremo-
nies, the Emcee. Cliff meets

the star of the “Cabaret,” Sal-
ly Bowles, where the two of
them blossom a dreamy ro-
mance together.

Unfortunately, the bright
lights of the cabaret start to
dim as Ernst, Cliff’s first Ger-
man friend, reveals to be part
of the Nazi Party, and Herr
Schultz, a boarder at Fraulein
Schneider’s guest house, be-
comes a victim of anti-Semit-
ic hate crimes.

It turns into a rush for
Cliff to escape Germany and
back to America at once, but
Sally is unsure if she can give
up her illicit cabaret lifestyle.
With large group dance num-
bers and powerful vocals,
“Cabaret” is ready to keep
you on the edge of your seat
throughout each number from
start to finish.

The show features Jayse
Matrishion as the Emcee,
Carolyn Averill as Sally
Bowles, Christopher Mo-
rey as Clifford Bradshaw,
Christine Greene as Fraulein
Schneider, Doug Lebelle as
Herr Schultz, Jami Wilson
as Fraulein Kost/Fritzie, Ben
Crowe as Ernst Ludwig, Julia
Adamo as Rosie, Shelly Cap-
en as Lulu, Meaghan Snapp
as Frenchie, Noelle Hisgen as
Texas, Naidelyn Cruz as Hel-
ga, Zachary Ciano as Victor,
Tully Russell as Bobby, John
Woytowicz as Herman/Max,
and Antonio Mutti as Hans/
Rudy.

“Cabaret” is directed by
Deb Trimble, with musical di-
rection by Benjamin Mabrey,

Please see CABARET, page 16

The cast of “Cabaret” in their opening number, “Willkommen.”

Turley photo by Noelle Hisgen

Selectboards holds joint meeting on regional agreement

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Select
boards of both member towns
in the Hampden-Wilbraham
School District have yet to
reach a resolution on a pos-
sible amendment that would
make Wilbraham Middle
School a regional school.

As Hampden Selectboard
Chair Don Davenport ex-
plained, this “would change
a lot of things in the agree-

ment” including the leases.

An item of note: the re-
gional agreement was pushed
back to the Town Meetings
this fall when it will go before
both communities for a vote.

Davenport offered three
potential options to consider:

Offer no amendment.

An amendment designat-
ing grade assignments with-
out treating WMS as a district
middle school.

An amendment designat-
ing grade assignments and
treating WMS as a district
school with an appropriation

of capital cost plan and carve
out some pre-existing condi-
tions.

The town of Wilbraham
could sell WMS to the re-
gion for $1, making both
towns joint owners and giving
Hampden 20% equity if any-
thing happened in the future,
giving the town a stake in do-
ing capital repairs.

Davenport focused on
fairness, mentioning the clo-
sure of Thornton W. Burgess
Middle School.

“The fairness of this end-
ed eight years ago when they

decided to close the school
because it became unfair to
the Hampden kids who were
forced to go to outside of their
town to another school. It was
unfair to the Wilbraham kids
because they were already
in an overcrowded school,
educationally  overcrowded
school,” Davenport said.

Davenport said the closure
was also unfair to the admin-
istrators and educators.

“So, the fairness argument
is, everyone, it was unfair to
everybody. Here we are eight
years later trying to resolve

something to make it at least
palatable until we decide
what to do because we all
know that, eventually, we're
going to have to do some-
thing much larger than this,”
Davenport said.

Wilbraham Select Board
Chair Sue Bunnell respond-
ed to how this goes back to
“when we were trying to en-
sure that all the middle school
age kids actually had got to
experience a middle school
program” and the reduction
in class sizes at TWB “rapid-
ly turned that into something

that just wasn’t an option.”

“So, I would just say that
there were certainly parents
who wanted to ensure that
their kids had a middle school
experience, and that was a lot
of the reasoning...” Bunnell
said.

Selectboard Member John
Flynn stepped in after Dav-
enport reiterated his earlier
point, noting ‘“choices were
available.”

“However, through a com-

Please see SELEGTBOARD,
page 8
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Selectboard provides Master Plan Update

Also, North Road
crosswalk

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers @turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Select-
board provided an update on
the Master Plan during their
March 24 meeting.

The recap comes after a
Master Plan Review Session
was held at Thornton W. Bur-
gess Middle School on March
18, where residents had the
opportunity to hear from
town officials and Planning
Committee members on the
goals and recommended ac-
tions to shape the next chapter
of Hampden. Also, to share
ideas and ask questions.

The Hampden Master
Plan is a blueprint to help out-
line the town’s future, guiding
decision-making on policies,
investments and community
initiatives. It was put together
through resident input and de-
signed to evolve as the town
grows and changes.

The ideas--or commit-
ments--include clean water
and clean air by protecting
natural resources, preserved
open space to keep the rural
character of Hampden intact
while, also, planning for smart
growth, energy independence
by investing in renewable en-
ergy and sustainable practic-
es, sophisticated technology
infrastructure through ensur-
ing high-speed connectivity
and modern digital resources
and world-class education by
strengthening the schools to
prepare students for success
in an evolving world.

To learn more about the
Master Plan, email master-
plan@hampdenma.gov or
visit the Hampden MA Mas-
ter Plan Facebook page.

Chair Don Davenport said
the session was the second
public forum on this and it

was “pretty well attended.”

“About 35 people were
there and it should be com-
pleted by the middle of
April and we hope to have
it--at least--for distribution by
Town Meeting time,” Daven-
port said. “It’s eight chapters
and the chapters are housing,
land use, economic develop-
ment, public facilities, open
space and recreation, resilien-
cy and climate and transporta-
tion and mobility.”

Davenport said there were
charts with what the actions
are that need to be taken or
recommended actions to be
taken.

“Hopefully, I'll have them
put up in the Town Hall here
if anybody wants to stop by
in the meantime to look at
them,” Davenport said. “But,
it was a pretty good discus-
sion and the people...what
they do is they go to each
station and they look at the
plan, they put notes on there
and the consultant is review-
ing those notes and including
them in the people’s thoughts
and all that stuff. So, it’s mov-
ing along well.”

Davenport added this.

“The thing to think about
is that any of the recommen-
dations or actions are just that.
They’re recommendation ac-
tions. Everything changes.
So, you try to get things done
as you can get them done,”
Davenport said. “And one of
the big things we’re going
to need is people who are
willing to get on boards and
committees and commissions
to help us implement these
things over the next 10 years.
So, that’s the update on that.”

Selectboard Member John
Flynn shared he was dis-
appointed that the meeting
wasn’t held on Zoom in ad-
dition to the in-person gather-
ing at TWB.

“I understand it was more
of a poster board type thing,
but I still think there was a

decent component that people
wouldn’t mind reviewing it
either live or afterwards any-
how,” Flynn said.

During the Selectmen’s
Reports, Flynn also brought
up the crosswalk at North
Road after bumping into
someone at the senior center
who asked about this.

“I think that was part of
where we were hoping there
was extra casino money and
then there wasn’t,” Flynn
said.

When Selectboard Mem-
ber Craig Rivest asked if this
was about putting up flashing
signs, Flynn clarified it was
about putting up another sign
at the crossing.

“I think the total is in the
20, 25 range by the time you
put all the work into it. I know
we did ask Mark,” Flynn said.
“He did get a quote on it, but
I did say to that person part
of the consideration will be,
also, maybe the need for it
isn’t as great when the town
hall moves. But, it is in one
place. You do switch from one
sidewalk system to the other.”

Flynn said he was going
“to keep on the burner” for
this item.

“We did talk about it and
it kind of fell off the radar,”
Flynn said.

Rivest recalled how that
was submitted with a plan for
the Casino Mitigation Funds
but that was denied.

“So, that was the plan to
use that. We thought it was a
sure shot back then,” Rivest
said.

Flynn added this.

“We thought we also had
extra money and then we
found out that...probably go-
ing to use some of the money
for something else. One of the
MDP things or something,”
Flynn said.

Rivest and Flynn also not-
ed there is still school cross-
ing in that area too.

Friends of Hampden Senior Citizens
announce upcoming events

HAMPDEN - The Friends
of the Hampden Senior Center
would like to announce two
events coming up - PLEASE
SAVE THESE DATES!!

Saturday, April 12 from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. the Hartsprings
Foundation Truck will be in
the parking lot of Bethlehem
Church, 123 Allen Street,
Hampden, across the street
from Hampden Senior Center.
This truck event will allow you
to bring larger bags of items,
or heavier and bulky house-
hold donations that would not
ordinarily fit in the Purple Bin
located in the parking lot of
the Senior Center.

We will accept all cloth
items, bedding, clothing,
shoes, coats, purses, jewelry,
books, small kitchen items
such as dishes, toasters, glass-
ware, books, puzzles, small
appliances, small tables and
sports equipment.

Items that cannot be ac-
cepted are: encyclopedias,
Library Books, college books,
pillows or Baby items such
as highchairs, strollers or car
seats of any kind. Any ques-
tions, please contact Joan Shea
at 413-566-8224.

WE are looking forward,
once again, seeing you. Your
support for the Hampden Se-

ROBERTS ROOFS

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate e Copper e Architectural Shingles e Gutters
Historical Restoration e Flat Roofing
Snow Removal
Snow/Iice Damage Repair
Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsinc.com

Trusted Name Since 1982

nior Center is greatly appreci-
ated.

Friday May 16, from Noon
to 2 p.m. Pro Shred will be in
the parking lot of The Hamp-
den Senior Center, 104 Allen
Street Hampden.

This event will be FREE to
all of you. Please bring your
documents and papers that
need to be shredded and they
will be taken care of on the
premises.

The limit is five small box-
es or five small bags from each
car.

This event is sponsored by
The Friends of The Hampden
Senior Citizens and although
it is free we will gladly accept
any monetary donation. These
donations fund the programs
and events that are held at the
center for all who attend.

Please feel free to contact
Joan Shea at 413-566-8224
with any questions or con-
cerns.

Once again thank you for
your participation and gener-
osity with all our events.

TR E E

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work - Stump Grinding
Crane Service - Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 « office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net
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Planning Board recommends zoning
bylaw amendments for ADUs

Will be voted on
at Annual Town
Meeting

By KTristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The
Planning Board recommend-
ed zoning bylaw amend-
ments for accessory dwell-
ing units on March 5.

The proposed amend-
ments will now go to the
Annual Town Meeting to be
voted on.

The decision comes af-
ter two prior public hearings
were held on Jan. 8 and Feb.
12 on a proposed zoning by-
law amendment to regulate
ADUs by amending sections
1.3, 3.4, 3.9, 2.15 and 4.10
to conform to the state’s
new ADU law that went
into effect in February. The
law affects all communities
in Massachusetts and is not
unique to one specific town
or city.

An accessory dwelling
unit--or ADU--is a self-con-
tained housing unit such
as an in-law apartment or
backyard cottage that is in-
clusive of sleeping, cooking
and sanitary facilities on the
same lot as a principal dwell-
ing.

Meeting Recap

Chair James Rooney ex-
plained the third public hear-
ing was a lively discussion
amongst the board and with
residents who shared their
thoughts and questions, with
the board deciding to move
forward with the bylaw as
discussed with minor chang-
es based on comments from
Margaret Hurley at the State
Attorney General’s Office
and Planning Director Mi-
chelle Buck.

“The majority of the
board felt it was a common-
sense approach to address a
state law that greatly impacts
local communities’ ability to
regulate their communities
as they see fit,” Rooney said.

The biggest item Buck
shared with the board con-
cerned site plan review re-
quirements, with Rooney
elaborating on what this is.

“Under our current ADU
bylaw, a special permit is re-
quired, and the project can
actually be denied. The site
plan review process as al-
lowed by state direction and
agreed to by Town Counsel,
while a lesser standard of re-
view, will enable the board
to have the ability to assist
the town in implementing
this bylaw, by allowing the
neighbors to know and un-
derstand the changes that
their neighborhoods will be
experiencing,” Rooney said.
“It will be a set of minor re-
quirements being reviewed
including zoning dimen-
sional requirements, Title V
compliance, stormwater re-
view and reviews by police
and fire departments. It will
be a relatively easy process
and will allow us to keep
track of ADU development
in our town. For details, see
the text of the ADU bylaw
and the related site plan re-
view section of the bylaw in
Section 13.3 of the Zoning
Bylaw; not all parts apply to
ADUs.”

The current zoning by-
laws can be found on the
town website at www.wil-
braham-ma.gov/766/Zoning.

On the comments from
Hurley, Rooney said they
“were not overly critical of
our bylaw” and focused on
further clarifying several
items, such as zoning dis-
tricts where ADUs are al-
lowed by right, clearing up
regulations, wording and
deleting any duplicate items.

“A majority of the board
took the comments and felt
our bylaw reflected the re-
quirements as put forward
by the state. Minor changes
were made to address the
comments: deleted require-
ment for doors to be on the
side or rear of the structure,
changed wording related to
parking and added clarifi-
cation as to which site plan
requirement will not apply,”
Rooney said.

With the bylaw amend-
ment, Rooney explained
there would be “little to no
impact” on current ADUs in
Wilbraham.

“In some cases, this will
allow them to rent these units
out to anyone if they have an

Boston Marathon
Stories & History at the
Wilbraham Library

WILBRAHAM- Best-
selling author Paul Clerici
will share stories about the
iconic Boston Marathon at
the Wilbraham Public Li-
brary on Monday, April 7
at 6 p.m. He will describe
traditions such as the race’s
connection between the
Greek god Zeus, the evo-
lution of media coverage
and cultural exchange, the
statues and monuments
along the course, including
the first woman to finish
the Boston Marathon, and

HAW ke

much more. Clerici’s story-
telling is supplemented with
a multimedia presentation
of images from his books,
including some from rare
collections and some never
seen before.

This free event is spon-
sored by the Wilbraham
Friends of the Library. Reg-
istration is encouraged as
space is limited. Sign up
at wilbrahamlibrary.org, or
call the library at 413-596-
6141.

CHICOPEE <

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

10%
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existing ADU. Before this,
the occupants had to have a
familial relationship to the
homeowner,” Rooney said.

As for what happens
if the bylaw amendments
are approved at the Annual
Town Meeting, Rooney said
the next steps would be this.

“The Board will entertain
any applicants for ADUs,”
Rooney said.

Rooney added residents
will have an opportunity to
learn more about the bylaw
and proposed changes after
the warrant is finalized and
the final text and exhibit des-
ignations are set.

“It will be posted on the
Planning Board site on the
Town of Wilbraham web-
site,” Rooney said.

Coming Up Next...

As for what other topics
are expected in the future,
Rooney shared a few items
of note.

“We also will be putting
forth amendments to our
solar bylaws regarding con-
cerns from citizens who ap-
proached the board and we
will be proposing a zoning
bylaw that will allow used
car sales as an accessory use
to an existing business. This
was also brought to the Plan-
ning Board by members of
the community, who worked
with us over many meetings
and months to allow this
to happen,” Rooney said.
“Lastly, the board has been
discussing a municipal plan.
It is on our radar, and we will
be addressing this issue in
the coming meetings.”

The next Planning Board
meeting is on April 2 at 5:30
p-m. at town hall.

“As always, we encour-
age members of the commu-
nity to attend the meetings,”
Rooney said.

Chicopee Register

OBITUARY
POLICY

Turley Publications
offers two types of
obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice listing
the name of deceased,
date of death and
funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid
Obituary, costing
$275, which allows
families to publish
extended death notice
information of their
own choice and may
include a photograph.
Death Notices &
Paid Obituaries
should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made
only when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

H WEBUY

ATy

¥ J;:':; i

: 1 ‘l M B '?
LR AL i s
o, =

. . S, .
704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee o =5uesge™!

Is At An All-Time High!

-

G

25% Extra

When Cashing In

Your

o

£

When You Use Your

Towards

A New Purchase

- Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY -

o

-



April 3,2025

By Amanda Munson
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - Looking
for a new activity or wanting
to belong to an intriguing
group that meets weekly this
spring? At the Wilbraham
Public Library, the warmer
weather brings fresh ideas
of engaging experiences that
encourage adults to want to
come back for more.

Adult Services Librarian
Emilie Lang discussed her
department’s events, why pa-
trons should explore the Sto-
ryWalk and how she person-
ally utilizes the library. When
motivating the community to
visit the library—inside and
outside—Lang brought up
the unique detail that not all
libraries have.

“Visit the StoryWalk! A
lot of our regular patrons use
the StoryWalk, but it’s still
a hidden gem for many. The
path starts on the east side of
the library and is maintained
by volunteers. It’s a beautiful
place to sit in the shade, take
a quick stroll, and enjoy the
picture book along the path.

Spring ahead with new,
exciting WPL adult events and activities

When the weather permits,
we do have some outdoor
programs,” Lang said.
Organizing the next few
months, Lang referred to pro-
grams that have been under
wraps and haven’t been re-
vealed yet, so stay tuned.
“There’s a variety of
in-person and virtual events
coming up this Spring. Our
virtual author talks take place
year-round, and we love
hearing from authors across
a broad spectrum of genres
and subjects. Participants can
submit questions to ask the
authors, so it’s a fun way to
participate from home. We
have several book clubs that
meet monthly or bi-monthly,
including the History Book
Club, Evening Book Discus-
sion, Cookbook Club, and
more,” Lang said. “Assistant
Director Mary Bell will be
hosting an Intro to Ancestry
Library Edition workshop in
May for those interested in
genealogy. I'm also excited
to host some new presenters
this season. Pianist Richard
Hughes will be at the library
to discuss the history of si-

lent movies and provide live
musical accompaniment to
iconic scenes, and Travel Ex-
pert Matt Davis will be dis-
cussing natural disasters and
our cultural and sociological
responses to them.”

Adult patrons can expect
thrilling summer events too,
like a lecture of The History
of Emancipation and June-
teenth, a presentation about
the Six Power Canals of the
Chicopee River and the Col-
lins Canal in Wilbraham and
a Sound Healing Session with
crystal singing bowls.

Lang also encouraged pa-
trons to get reading.

“We like to encourage
reading throughout the year,
but especially during the
summer. It can be tough for
people to stay active with
their reading, especially with
vacation & travel plans. The
Spring/Summer is the per-
fect time to get connected &
try new things!” Lang said.
“The library Summer Read-
ing Challenge and HWRSD’s
One Book One Community
are both great ways to keep
up with your reading over the

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

summer, but for those who
aren’t big readers, we also
have so much more to offer. If
you’re looking to get outside
this summer, check out all the
items you can borrow from
the library. We have horse-
shoes, bocce, cornhole, metal
detectors and more.”

Ending with a few words
to all those who come to the
WPL, Lang said this.

“Thank you for your sup-
port! The library is a commu-
nity resource, so we are hap-
py to see familiar faces. We
always welcome new faces as
well, so stop by to check out
everything the library offers,”
Lang said.

Upcoming events at the
library include The Annual
Wilbraham Friends of the
Library Book Sale starting
on May 7 through 10. The
Boston Marathon History &
Stories occurs on April 7 at
6 p.m., Paint a Tote Bag on
April 19 at 11 a.m., and The
Golden Age of Silent Movies
on May 12 at 6 p.m.

To learn more about up-
coming events, visit wilbra-
hamlibrary.org.

Junior Women’s Club to hold
Annual Bunny Breakfast

WILBRAHAM - The
GFWC Wilbraham Junior
Women’s Club will be
holding its Annual Bun-
ny Breakfast on Saturday,
April 12, 2025 from 8 to 11
a.m. at St Cecilia’s Church
Parish Center located at 41
Main Street in Wilbraham.

Attendees will enjoy a
“Bunnylicious” Breakfast of
freshly prepared pancakes
and sausage, fresh fruits and
their choice of orange or ap-
ple juice, coffee, tea, milk or
water.

The Easter Bunny will
be in attendance to visit
and take photos with the
kids. Guests can enjoy Face
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painting, Temporary Tattoos
and lots of Arts and Crafts
activities!

Raffle tickets will be
available for purchase for
a chance to win child and
adult themed raffle baskets!

The GFWC Wilbraham
Junior Women’s Club would
like to thank our sponsor
Luso Federal Credit Union!
Their representatives will be
distributing Easter- themed
items to all of the children!

The Bunny Breakfast is
a long-standing, cherished
community event. Be sure to
Hop on over! Tickets: $8 for
adults and $6 for children 12
and under, can be purchased

at the door via cash, check
or Venmo or online at Wil-
brahamjuniorwomens.org
via PayPal or Venmo.

For more information,
please contact Brenda Wil-
lard at Brendaswillard@
aol.com or (413) 279-1394.

Seeking a motivated
Personal Insurance
Manager in
East Longmeadow

Friends Quilt Raffle

WILBRAHAM - Help
raise funds for the Friends of
Wilbraham Seniors who raise
funds for the needs of Wilbra-
ham'’s senior citizens.

Help us by purchasing
tickets for the raffle of a
queen-size quilt made by the
Wilbraham Senior Center’s
Quilting Group. Drawing is
May 2 at the senior center.

You do not have to be
there to win.

You can buy tickets at the
Wilbraham Public Library
on the following Saturdays:
April 5 and April 26. Hours
are 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Hope to see you there!

You can also contact
friends@01095 to arrange to
buy tickets.

Final Weekend to see ‘Cabaret’

WILBRAHAM - This
weekend is the final chance
to see the Wilbraham United
Players production of “Caba-
ret.”

Set in 1930s Berlin, “Cab-
aret” explores the intertwin-
ing lives of performers and
patrons at the Kit Kat Klub,
against the backdrop of a so-
ciety on the brink of profound
change. The story delves into
themes of love, politics, and
the complexities of human

GROUP

Would you like to be treated as family while
receiving outstanding benefits?

Come Work With Us!

INSURANCE | BENEFITS | RETIREMENT | HR

nature, all set to a memorable
score.

Performances are sched-
uled for April 4 and 5 at 7:30
p-m. and April 6 at 2:30pm at
the Fellowship Hall Stage at
Wilbraham United Church.
Reserved seating, including
cabaret tables, are available.

Tickets can be purchased
through the Wilbraham Unit-
ed Players website: www.
wilbrahamunitedplayers.org/
buy-tickets.

NEW
ENGLAND

Competitive Salary e Flexible in-office schedules
Holiday Pay e Generous Benefit Offerings

603 North Main Street ® 413-858-2680

Email your resume to: kcaporale@hilbgroup.com
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THE BEST FRESH

FOR SPRING!

Spring Specials April 2 - 8

Sweet Red Seedless Grapes .... $1.99 Ib!
Red Raspberries 6 0z Pack ..........2 for $5
Cluster Tomatoes On The Vine .. $1.99 Ib

Sweet Red, Yellow & Orange
511]1 ;] £ —— A N

Green Peppers Extra Large ... $1.49 Ib
Broccoli Crowns ........cccuevererenene: $1.99 Ib

Boar’s Head
Sweet B’s BBQ Chicken .......... $10.99 |b

Boar’s Head
Muenster Cheese..........oueresesenes. $6.99 1

Weleome Spring!
) Pretty Smiling

; e

‘ m
RS PANSIES

IR N \\v Hanging Baskets, Pots,
\v " Bowls & Six Packs

- Exs

$4.99 Bunch i
FRAGRANT HERBS

Great For The Kitchen Windowsill!

Basil, Mint, Rosemary,
Lemongrass & Lavender

4-inch Pots $4.99

SPRING BLOOMING BULBS \§

Tulips, Daffodils
& Hyacinths

4-inch Pots $4.99

Tlme To Start Garden Seeds!
e X 2025 Flower &
Vegetable Seeds

Heirloom And Organic Too!
ONION SETS, BABY GREENS & SPROUT SEEDS

, Cool Weather Vegetable
| Starter Plants

Broccoli, Cauliflower,
Cabbage, Kale & More!

VISIT THE EASTER BUNNY!
Saturday April 12th 2-4pm
BABY LAMBS FROM HARRIS FARM

Bunnies From The 4H Rabbit Club
94.7 FM WMAS Radio Will Be Broadcasting Live

Children’s Cookie Decorating |
& Planting Workshops pig

ALWAYS FRESH AT

FARM

& GR EENHOUSE

=

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW e 589-7071 e www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM - 8PM
Find us on [[FE2T and You[[TH)

. April Showers
*" May Bring May Flowers,
\W,f, But April Showings

Also Bring...

MAY CLOSINGS!
Call today!

a——

o

Maureen
McGarrett Hall

[ REALTOR®

/

MA 9585138 | Member MLS
Equal Opportunity Housing

maureen.gogallagher.com

GALLAGHE

REAL

ESTATE

o 413-364-4994

realtybymaureen@gmail.com
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Congratulations to Teacher, Savanna Feeney, for
receiving the March 2025 MVP Award

Nomination Description:

Teacher, Savanna Feeney, is a re-
markable educator at Stony Hill Ele-
mentary School and has been awarded
the Hampden Wilbraham Partners for
Youth MVP (Most Valuable Person)
Award. This nomination is a testament
to her unwavering commitment to her
students’ academic success and their
social-emotional well-being.

Every day, Savanna goes above and
beyond in her role as an educator. She
creates a nurturing environment where
students feel valued and supported. Her
dedication is evident, not only in her
teaching methods, but also in the way
she connects with each student on a
personal level.

She takes the time to understand
their individual needs, fostering both
their academic growth and emotional
resilience. One particular incident ex-
emplifies her extraordinary character

neuver on the choking
child.
Despite having no

This incident not only highlights her
ability to remain calm under pressure
but also showcases her instinctive care
for her students’ lives.

The impact of Savanna’s actions ex-
tends far beyond that single event. Her
willingness to step up in critical mo-
ments demonstrates a profound sense
of responsibility towards her students’
health and safety.

She serves as a role model, teaching
them valuable lessons about compas-
sion, courage, and community support.
For these reasons, Savanna deserves

recognition through the Hamp-
den Wilbraham Partners for
Youth MVP Award.

Her dedication to ed-
ucation, combined with
her heroic actions during
an emergency, truly em-
bodies what it means to
be an outstanding teacher

and quick thinking.

During lunch, a student began chok-
ing on food. Recognizing the urgency
of the situation, Savanna observed the
distress signals from her students who
were calling for help. Without hesita-
tion, she assessed the situation and im-
mediately performed the Heimlich ma-

aid or

well-being.

formal training in first
emergency re-
sponse, she acted decisively
and effectively. Her swift actions dis-
lodged the obstruction from the stu-
dent’s throat, ensuring his safety and

and mentor.
To read more about

the MVP Campaign, please

visit HWP4Y.org/mvp. You can

submit your nominations online or via

email to Coalition Director, Bree Ber-
neche, at bberneche @hwrsd.org.

OPRO hosting spring
concert April 4

WILBRAHAM - The
Old Post Road Orchestra
will present our spring con-
cert, under the direction of
Alexandria Black, on Fri-
day, April 4, 7:30 p.m. at
Minnechaug Regional High
School, 621 Main St, in Wil-
braham.

The program, titled “Ital-
ian Soundscapes”, will fea-
ture selections from Italian
composers including Rossi-
ni’s William Tell Overture
and promises to be an eve-
ning of memorable music.

Our concerts are FREE
and family-friendly, thanks
in part to the generosity of
the

Wilbraham Cultur-
al Council, a local agen-
cy which is supported by
the Massachusetts Cultur-
al Council, a state agen-
cy. Members of the Min-
nechaug Key Club will also
assist concert goers at the
door.

Please join OPRO on
this musical journey across
Italy!

Teen Grief Support Night

WILBRAHAM - Rick’s
Place is offering a Teen-On-
ly Grief Support Night for
high school students who
have experienced the death
of a caregiver, sibling, or
other significant person.

We understand how
lonely grief can be as a teen.

The program will offer
pizza, memory activities,
and an opportunity to con-
nect with other teens who
understand in a safe, laid-
back setting. Come to share

your experience or just be
around others who get it.

There is no cost to attend.
Registration is required.

Last day to register is
Friday, April 11. Call Rick’s
Place at (413) 279-2010 or
email info@ricksplacema.
org.
Time: 6 to 7:30 p.m.
Location: Pope Fran-
cis Preparatory School, 99
Wendover Rd, Springfield,
MA 01118

Owner Supervised

cameronpainting.com

Painting, Staining & Restoration
Superior preparation for a long lasting job
Quality Workmanship~Reliable & Fully Insured

don@cameronpainting.com

Paul Clerici coming to WPL

WILBRAHAM - Come
join bestselling author Paul
Clerici at Wilbraham Pub-
lic Library, 25 Crane Park
Dr., Wilbraham, on Mon.,
April 7, 2025, at 6 p.m., as
he shares stories about the
iconic Boston Marathon. He
has written extensively on
the race in the “Boston Mar-
athon History by the Mile,”
“Images of Modern Ameri-
ca: The Boston Marathon,”
and newly released “Boston
Marathon Traditions and
Lore” books.

The award-winning
writer takes you through
the colorful 26.2-mile jour-
ney — mile by mile, town by
town, story by story. With
his unique vast array of ex-
perience and knowledge as
one who has run Boston 23
times and has been covering
it for over 35 years now, he
brings the great race to life
through informative, hu-
morous, and enlightening
detail that includes stories
about every moment, land-

mark, and portion of the
course — the very beginnings
of the race in Ashland; vari-
ous start lines in Hopkinton;
the year in which a train cut
through the race in Fram-
ingham; the Scream Tun-
nel of women at Wellesley
College; the Johnny Kelley
statue in Newton; different
finish lines in Boston; and
much more — from its start
in 1897 to present day. His
storytelling is supplemented
with a multimedia presen-
tation of images from his
books, which include some
from rare collections and
some never seen before!

His storytelling is sup-
plemented with a multime-
dia presentation of images
from his books, which in-
clude some from rare col-
lections and some never
seen before! Books will be
available to purchase and
can be signed by the au-
thor (www.paulclerici.com;
https://www.facebook.com/
paul.clerici.12)

St. Cecilia Women’s Club

April Meeting

WILBRAHAM - The St.
Cecilia Women’s Club will
host their next meeting on
April 8.

It will be an Evening of
Reflection with Fr. Douglas
McGonagle.

Liturgy is at 5:30 p.m.
followed by soup & sand-

wiches at 6 p.m.

Fr. McGonagle will be
our guest speaker follow-
ing mass and a light supper.
Hope you can make it.

Please bring children’s
clothing to this meeting for
infants and toddlers in need.

Garden Club meets April 17

HAMPDEN - The April
meeting of the Hampden
Garden Club is on April 17
at 7 p.m. at Academy Hall on

Main St.

Becky Sadlowski will
speak on growing colorful,
home grown cut flowers.
Becky and her husband
founded Rooted Flowers, a
specialty cut flower farm in
Agawam.

The doctors and staff of Ludlow Family Dentistry take great
pleasure in welcoming Amer Baroudi, D.D.S. to their practice.

Dr. Baroudi was born and raised in Fort Lee, New Jersey,
where he graduated from Fort Lee High School. He attended
Rutgers University with a major in Biology. Following graduation,
Dr. Baroudi went on to earn a dental degree from NYU College
of Dentistry where he worked with and learned from renowned

faculty.

Open Water Safety

WILBRAHAM/HAMP-
DEN - As summer approach-
es, it’s the perfect time to en-
sure everyone knows how to
swim and stays safe around
open water. Whether you’re a
beginner or need a refresher,
swimming lessons can make a
big difference.

Remember, always swim
with a buddy, wear life jack-
ets when necessary and stay
vigilant about water condi-
tions.

A message from your Wil-
braham and Hampden fire &
life safety educators.

RENNA from page 1

“So, a whole lot of the
stuff doesn’t really affect
the town proper, but the part
that does is the state offered
the ability for towns to dou-
ble up to 100% what the cur-
rent excise tax rebate is for
the veterans. Unfortunately,
though, that came without
funding, so any additive thing
has to come from the town’s
account,” Renna said. “Hope-
fully, down the line from
what I’ve been hearing is that
the state will kind of catch up
and start maybe evening out
that reimbursement and that
affects disabled veterans and
any families of surviving vet-
erans that may have died in
combat or from their military
service. So, they are already
getting a tax abatement that
hasn’t been increased from
what I understand in over a
couple decades.”

He added the Select
Board, the town and the trea-
surer’s office “are looking
closely atit.”

“Everybody wants to do
the best they can for the veter-
ans and we’ll see how it goes
and what ends up making to
town vote and how the town
votes on it,” Renna said.

Last month, Renna had the
opportunity to host a meet-
and-greet at the senior center
to chat with local veterans,
meeting 30 of them.

“That is part of the out-
reach, which is a big part of
this job and since then, out of
the 30, I’ve probably had half
of those have come into the
office to have appointments
to go over their stuff and be
able to help them with their
services, which has been awe-
some,” Renna said.

Another recent event was
at The Gardens of Wilbra-
ham, where they hold month-
ly Vet Chats.

“So, that was a chance to
go and engage with another
couple dozen veterans that
live in town and that turned
from a normal conversation
into a lot of me just one-on-
one talking with people about
their own individual situa-

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers
Patrick Renna, the new director of Veterans Services for the
town of Wilbraham, pictured here in his office.

tions and their benefits,” Ren-
na said.

From that event, about
half of those veterans also
came to meet with Renna.

“I'm happy that there’s
such a need in the community
and I’m able to see all those
people and help them out in
one way or another. It shows
that there are that many vet-
erans out there,” Renna said.

He also held a Vet Chat at
the senior center on March
28 to honor Vietnam Veterans
ahead of National Vietnam
Veterans Day.

It’s these one-on-one in-
teractions with the veterans
that Renna has enjoyed most,
calling them “a lot of very
personal, very heartfelt, good
interactions.”

“The nice part is I’'m here
to help them, so before they
leave, we’re on the phone
calling, we’re making them
appointments. The whole
thing, so when they walk out
the door, they’re happy be-
cause they felt like they got
the attention that they de-
serve,” Renna said. ‘“Maybe
things they had no idea they
were eligible for and now
they’re getting some help.”

Renna thanked the com-
munity for the warm welcome
and added he looks forward to
seeing everyone at this year’s
Memorial Day and Veterans
Day ceremonies.

“I mean, from day one I
was getting phone calls or
people were popping in or
sending me emails, from all
over the place welcoming
me,” Renna said. “And not
just the veterans. But, all sorts
of people have come in to
say hello and welcome me to
the town, express their grati-
tude that they have somebody
doing this position and that
part’s been really great.”

Also, for veterans to stop
by.

“Come see me. I want
them to know I’'m here and I
want them to come see me,”’
Renna said. “Whatever help I
can give or if they just want to
come visit or have ideas.”

Dr. Baroudi provides excellent and comprehensive dental care focusing on
providing personalized and caring treatment to every patient. He is well versed
in all aspects of dentistry, including Restorative, Endodontics, Oral Surgery and
the latest dental technologies. Dr. Baroudi also feels that patient education is a
valuable component that allows him to achieve the goals of a beautiful, healthy
stable mouth for his patients of all ages.

He is an active member of the American Dental Association, as well as state
and local dental organizations. Dr. Baroudi is accepting new patients. For an
appointment please call (413) 583-6574.

Ludlow Family Dentistry, PC
FRANK J. MITERA, DMD + TIMOTHY J. YOUNG, DMD
' 257 Kendall Street, Ludlow, MA 01056 « (413) 583-6574
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Tree
Removal

Structural
Pruning

Crane
Service

Storm
Damage

Stump
Grinding

Lot
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED
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Celebrate Earth Day w1th eco-friendly donations to Habitat

By Brandice J. O’Brien
Marketing and Communications
Manager, Greater Springfield Habitat
for Humanity

WEST SPRINGFIELD - Earth
Day is just around the corner and
Greater Springfield Habitat for Hu-
manity (GSHFH) invites you to cel-
ebrate the occasion by making a
general environmental stewardship
donation to support green building
and energy-efficient building code re-
quirements, or by participating in two
recycling initiatives.

Greater Springfield Habitat is col-
lecting aluminum beverage cans for
its Cans for Homes program. The ini-
tiative is tied to the Novelis Affiliate
Recycling Program, which awards
a $2,500 grant when 500 pounds (or
16,000 cans) are collected. Novelis is
an international leader in aluminum
rolling and recycling. The nonprofit
will also accept Massachusetts re-
deemable plastic and glass soda and
alcoholic beverage bottles. Every
can and bottle that is recycled with
us helps build and repair affordable
homes for families in need.

“The Cans for Homes program
helps us receive a grant, which is fi-
nancially beneficial but it also helps
keep those cans and bottles out of
our landfills. So, we are helping our
local environment as well,” said Olga
Callirgos, GSHFH Homeowner Pro-

Ernie Doucette, of Palmer, stands
by his donation of empty, clean
aluminum cans for Greater
Springfield Habitat for Humanity.

grams coordinator.

The Cans for Homes program de-
buted in May 2021 when Habitat for
Humanity International (HFHI) and
Novelis introduced a collaboration
and invited Habitat affiliates to partic-
ipate. Each quarter, participating affil-
iates collected and recycled donated
cans, and reported the results back to

HFHI to be eligible for a $2,500 grant.

In 2024, the program changed. In-
stead of hosting quarterly initiatives,
the grant was open for a six-month
block and required affiliates to collect
500 pounds to be eligible for a $2,500
grant. Additional awards are also giv-
en to the top 10 aluminum pound col-
lectors.

“When we began the revised pro-
gram in 2024, we thought the chal-
lenge was impossible. The commu-
nity really surprised us and came to
our aid. We collected more than 1,000
pounds of aluminum,” said Brandy
O’Brien, Greater Springfield Habitat
Marketing and Communications man-
ager. “It was really quite impressive.”

Cans can be dropped off at 268
Cold Spring Ave in West Springfield.
Or, to schedule a pick up, call (413)
739-5503.

Additionally, an assortment of ve-
hicles can be donated to Habitat for
HFHI's Cars for Homes program.
Cars, motorcycles, boats, snowmo-
biles, and forklifts are accepted. All
that is needed is certificate of title and
four tires. HFHI will take care of the
rest and arrange for pick up.

“I loved how easy it was to donate
my car to the Cars for Homes pro-
gram. They helped get a broken-down
car out of my driveway and my affili-
ate got the financial contribution from
that donation, a win-win in my book,”
Olga said. She donated a 2014 Nissan

Altima.

The Cars for Homes program
launched in 2005 and since that
time, HFHI has accepted more than
160,000 vehicles. The donations have
been resold or recycled, and all have
benefited Habitat. In the past five
years, the Cars for Homes program
has raised over $72 million, according
to habitat.org.

Once donated, the vehicle, based
on its condition, will be sold through
a national network of fully-licensed,
insured, and bonded auctions and
direct buyers. Roughly half of ve-
hicles are sold to licensed dealers at
wholesale auctions and are reused for
transportation. The remaining half are
brought to auto salvage yards where
the reusable parts, batteries, tires, and
fluids are removed. Vehicles that can
be recycled are crushed, shredded,
and turned into steel. On a monthly
basis, 78-86% of revenue from vehi-
cles donated to Habitat through Cars
for Homes support local Habitat affil-
iates, like GSHFH. In fact, between
$7,000 and $12,000 per year comes
back to Greater Springfield Habitat.

Based on a donor’s zip code or
personal request, the donation is
transferred to their local affiliate of
choice.

To start your donation, visit bit.
ly/3QNxn9%a.

N your
-35 Nnealth

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

Blood donors are
everyday heroes

Earlier this year, a 77-year-old Massachusetts
grandfather was celebrated for his 550th blood
platelet donation. Ralph “Rocco” Russo was in-
spired to begin donating when his best friend’s
then-14-year-old daughter was diagnosed with can-
cer in 1996.

And he just kept giving.

We could use more everyday heroes like Rocco.
Although the country seems to have weathered the
severe blood shortage seen in January of this year,
when the Red Cross declared a national crisis, hos-
pitals can’t have enough blood. A single trauma pa-
tient can require 20 units of blood — or more.

Regular blood donation by a sufficient number
of healthy people is needed to ensure that blood will
always be available whenever and wherever it is
needed. With World Blood Donor Day celebrating
its 20th anniversary on June 14, it’s a good time to
thank donors and encourage new ones.

Who can give blood?

Even though roughly 7 million Americans do-
nate blood each year, that’s only 3 percent of the
eligible population. The qualifications are simple:
Be 17 or older (there’s no upper age limit as long

as you’re in good health); feel well; and weigh 110
pounds or more. Many people are disqualified be-
cause of various infections, low iron, travel, preg-
nancy and other factors, so if you are eligible, give
it some consideration.

At the donation site, after a brief health assess-
ment (temperature, blood pressure, iron level),
you’ll be able to give the gift of life to a fellow hu-
man being.

Isn’t there artificial blood?

Researchers are racing to develop artificial red
blood cells that could stand in for whole blood, but
we’re probably a decade or more away from that
becoming reality. For now, there’s no substitute for
the real McCoy.

The parts can be greater
than the whole

While you can donate whole blood six times a
year, platelet donors (like Rocco) can give up to 24
times a year. This is because the donation process
takes only part of your blood and returns the rest.

Platelets are tiny blood cells that form clots and
stop bleeding. For millions of Americans, they are
essential to surviving and fighting cancer, chronic
diseases and traumatic injuries. Every 15 seconds,
someone needs platelets.

You may even be able to sign up to donate plate-
lets to help a friend with cancer. In platelet dona-
tion and transfusion, it’s generally not necessary to
match blood types.

Why don’t more people donate?

The number of people who donate blood has
dropped about 20 percent in the last few years.
Fears about safety and needles keep some people
from donating. There’s also the bystander effect:
It’s common not to take action in a situation if you
think someone else will.

Does giving blood actually hurt? It can, but it’s
usually no worse than stubbing your toe. There’s
that moment when you know the needle is coming
close to the vein in your arm; the best thing to do
is look away or close your eyes and keep breathing
until that moment passes.

There are also still myths about who and who
can’t donate. In the early days of the HIV/AIDS ep-
idemic, there were no tests to screen for HIV, so gay
and bisexual men were prohibited from donating.
The FDA rescinded that blanket ban in 2023 in fa-
vor of questions that assess the risk of HIV regard-
less of gender or gender expression.

Also, yes, you can donate if you have tattoos and
piercings, as long as it was more than three months
prior, you’re completely healed and you took care
to be inked or poked at a state-regulated facility.
(That also means you can’t use fear of needles as
an excuse!)

Virtual reality comes to blood donation

For some people, giving blood is easy — and you
get snacks when you’re finished. For others, though,
it can be unpleasant, and they are unlikely to be-
come first-time donors, let alone repeat donors.

Virtual reality to the rescue, or actually a subset
of VR called “mixed reality,” which mingles the real
and virtual worlds.

In 2023, a blood collection center let donors take
their minds off the process by focusing on planting
a garden — with just their eyes. Donors used the Mi-
crosoft HoloLens 2 to play Paragon, a game creat-
ed by Abbott Labs and Blood Centers of America.
The thinking is that a positive emotional response
to blood donation will encourage folks to become
repeat customers.

A blood donation truly is a unique gift that tran-
scends gender, age, ethnic and political lines. Find a
collection center or blood donor event near you, and
roll up your sleeve.

Teri(Dreher) Frykenberg, is a registered nurse
and board certified patient advocate and founder
of www.NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.com, which
trains medical professionals to become successful
private patient advocates. Teri offers a free phone
consultation to Turley Newspaper readers as well as
to nurses interested in becoming advocates. Reach
her at Teri@NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.com
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Early spring
questions for the
Garden Lady

Lisa, who gardens in Belchertown,
had this question for the Garden Lady:
“I saw a video online of someone us-
ing a weed whacker to cut down their
raspberry plants. Why would they be
doing that now? Aren’t they cutting
off all of the fruiting buds?

It’s sure interesting that you men-
tion this particular topic! My husband
and I stared at our raspberry plants
and talked about getting out there to
prune as well.

Before you grab the weed whack-
er and head out, though, you have to
know your raspberries. Do you have
“summer bearing” or “ever-bearing?”

If you have raspberry plants that
bear one crop each summer, you would
not cut them down to the ground now
because you would be removing all of
the fruiting buds. The berries grow on
canes that are a year old.

All you would do to summer bear-
ing raspberries now is prune out the
canes that fruited last year if you ha-
ven’t already done so. They will look
old and the bark will be shedding a
bit. Another giveaway is that when
you cut into them there is no green
“living” tissue.

Very thin canes, or canes that are
growing closer than six inches apart
can also be cut down to the ground.

Pruning is a bit different for those
of us that have “ever-bearing” rasp-
berries. You must decide if you want
two smaller crops — one in the sum-
mer and one in the fall or one bumper
crop in the fall.

Chances are that the video you
saw was of someone turning their “ev-
er-bearers” into “fall bearers” instead,
by cutting the canes that fruited in the
fall all the way down to the ground.
New canes will grow and in late Au-
gust-early September they will fruit,
in abundance, hopefully.

If you like the idea of two crops,
then do not prune away the canes that
fruited last fall, but do cut off the tops
of these canes. You’ll see evidence of
old berry clusters. Cut just below that
point, leaving the rest of the cane.

New buds will form here, and
these will be your first, summer crop.
Do also cut away any remaining dead
canes, and thin or too close together
canes as mentioned above.

Christi wrote in with this question
about her Rhododendrons, “I noticed

that parts of my rhododendron (as
well as others in my neighborhood)
are curled and perhaps dead. They
normally curl when it gets really cold,
but unfurl when it gets warm. Today
is 65 degrees and parts have still not
unfurled. I was wondering why this
happened and what suggestions you
might have.”

Rhododendrons curl their leaves
in the cold as a defense mechanism to
reduce the overall surface area of the
leaf in an effort to curb moisture loss.
Sometimes it works and sometimes it

doesn’t work as well.

Take, for example, if the plant was
already stressed when it entered win-
ter; then this process may not have
the same effect. Perhaps we didn’t
have sufficient rain and supplemen-
tal water wasn’t provided, then the
plant’s efforts of curling their leaves
may not get them through the winter
unscathed, especially the incredibly
windy winter we had.

Once the ground thaws, give the
shrubs a drink and if indeed these

Please see GARDEN, page 9
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Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times
welcomes readers to participate in this
year’s election campaigns by writing letters
to the editor for publication on these pages.
Letters of up to 250 words from local resi-
dents endorsing candidates on the ballot or
discussing campaign issues should be sent
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times, care of Tur-
ley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed
to krivers@turley.com. Please include a
daytime telephone number for verification
purposes (it will not be printed). Letters
must be received by noon Monday to be
considered for that Thursday’s newspaper.
No attack letters will be printed. No letters
written by candidates supporting their own
candidacy will be printed. If the volume of
letters received is larger than the space
available in the newspaper, or if the letters
become repetitive, the newspaper reserves
the right to print a representative sample.
No endorsement letters will be printed in
the last edition before the election.

For more information, call the editor
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage,
the newspaper plans to print stories
about contested races for Congress, state
Senate, state House, district attorney
and Governor’s Council during the weeks
leading up to the election, as well as a
question-and-answer voters guide. In
order to ensure fairness to all candidates,
no political press releases will be printed,
nor will reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further pub-
licize their candidacy, beliefs and events
may contact advertising, 413-283-8393
about paid advertising in Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Times.
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for this page by e-mail to COMMUNITY
krivers@turley.com or BULLETIN BO ARD

mail to TIMES, 24 Water Street, . L D O SN
Palmer, MA 01069. Hiking adventures with the

Wilbraham Hiking Club Send us in
Maple season in full swing] your
I | announcements!
Happy Birthdays,
Anniversaries, etc.

f,

We will pick one each week to run
here free of charge, please keep it
to less than 50 words.
Please send to krivers@turley.com

Sap buckets hanging from trees, right next to old Daniele
property on the mountain, Burleigh Rd.

e T Y

Submitted photos Susan Burk
The Wilbraham Hiking Club recently enjoyed some fun hikes,
staying motivated no matter the season and enjoying a good
time with fellow hiking enthusiasts.

Submitted photos and captions Shelby Gwatkin Hines
On Main Street at the top of Soule Road. Tank neatly full! A few
weeks ago. Ferrindino Maple syrup family business.

Linda of Wilbraham and Victoria of Hampden enjoyed shopping, learning and perusing the many brilliant minerals and
fascinating rock finds from all over the world from the very friendly and enthusiastic members of the Connecticut Valley Mineral
Club at their amazing show on Saturday, March 22 at the Castle of Knights in Chicopee.

The Connecticut Valley Mineral Club has a wide variety of findings including jewelry, corals, fossils, preserved taxidermy, tools,
books, interactive pick your own geode and split it open, learn to make jewelry, Rock and Mineral ID and a small special free gift
for attendees.

Time to

emerge from e . Your Ad _ : i
hibernation : - -

and kick-start =~
wwms Gould Be Here!
Sponsor Ouwr Community
Photo Page - The Mosi
Tlootied At Section of the Paper!

Contact
Jocelyn for details

jwalker@turley.com
413-283-8393
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bination of motions that were
made at town meetings, op-
tions that perhaps would have
made a better situation didn’t
go through for the region-
al agreement. People made
choices,” Flynn said. “As Don
said, things have been unfair
on both sides. But here we are
in 2025. Where do we go from
here? We don’t talk about nec-
essarily what happened this,
this and this. It gets us no-
where.”

Selectboard member Craig
Rivest said the only thing he
could possibly see working
out from the options listed
for WMS “that would be fair
was if Hampden had an equity
stake in the building.”

“Like Don mentioned,
that’s not on that list. Oth-
erwise, there’s no equal op-
portunity for Hampden to
be taking on finances in that
building,” Rivest said.

Bunnell said one of the
things she keeps circling back
to is “what if this had gone the
other way and everybody was
coming to TWB.”

“We would be sharing a
lot of the concerns that you’re
raising. The buildings are the

same age, they were designed
by the same architect,” Bun-
nell said. “For me, it’s been
a little bit of a guide toward
how would we be feeling
about, what are the questions
we would be raising if our po-
sitions were reversed. It’s an
exercise in terms of rational-
ity and what’s reasonable to
try and move forward and get
it done.”

After Flynn noted Wil-
braham did some upgrades
to WMS, including a new
roof, Bunnell emphasized the
safety of the building and stu-
dents.

“We’re not looking to turn
this building into the Taj Ma-
hal at this age,” Bunnell said.
“I mean, we want to make sure
that the kids are safe and that
the building is safe. I certainly
know that we ran into the issue
that came up with the mold
based on the period of time
last summer that the building
was closed up and things were
as wet as they were. We also
have from the Department of
Health at the state level a clear
indication that that has been
remediated.”

On the question of tests
since then, it was confirmed
yes and they were done in the

winter.

On the financials, Select
Board Clerk Marc Ducey said
the way the proposed region-
al agreement reads, now, “the
cost for the regional middle
school--and it’s specified as
a regional middle school--
will be proportioned amongst
towns off the enrollment, ba-
sically.”

“So, that’s what proposed
and we’re fine with that,” Du-
cey said.

Ducey added what brought
all this to a head was where it
says, “all capital costs will be
proportioned based on enroll-
ment.”

“And so the School Com-
mittee is looking to bring that
to DESE for final approval
and we were talking amongst
ourselves saying, ‘Does ev-
erybody agree with this?” and
that’s where this came from,”
Ducey said. “So, we’re okay
with it and seemingly Hamp-
den’s not.”

Rivest summarized that
Hampden residents and tax-
payers are concerned about
they “would invest into some-
thing for repairs, infrastruc-
ture, whatever needs are there
that there would not be an
equity stake in a return invest-
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ment on Hampden.”

“I understand there’s tech-
nology needs and everything
that’s heating and fuel and
those things are consumables,
but as far as like the hard
structure of the bones, people
are concerned that they’d be
investing in the product, but
not having an ownership of
it and I think that’s where the
sticking point is,” Rivest said.

Rivest added the fourth
option with the equity stake
investment could probably
change people’s minds.

Several minutes discuss-
ing the return on investment
followed, with clarification
given on what the equity stake
is.

“So, the town’s investing
money on whatever needs
arise. That’s money we’ve
invested into the town, into
the building. Wilbraham sells
the building, we have noth-
ing. You're getting money
for something, we’re getting
nothing for an investment,”
Rivest said.

On the option of selling
WMS for $1, Bunnell dis-
agreed on this, with Ducey
adding it’s “a non-starter.”

Select Board Vice Chair
Michael Squindo understood

part of the issue was about
splitting capital costs and
noted how he “was hearing
something  different right
now,” prefacing his comments
with what he said at the last
joint meeting about needing
to move forward as a single
district.

“I think to do that, we have
to recognize that both sides
are going to take some sort of
an uncomfortable loss, if we
look at it strictly from a finan-
cial position,” Squindo said.
“I understand of the point of
the building return on invest-
ment, but it’s the education of
the students and it’s the safety
of the students. Because the
longer we kick this can down
the road or risk the regional
agreement over this one is-
sue, the more risk we have
of does Wilbraham continue
to not be able to fund capital
improvements because it’s a
huge ask on us, and all we’re
looking for is, effectively, can
we come to an agreement so
that we make sure our stu-
dents are educated safely and
as full value educationally as
we can.”

On the options, Squindo
was leaning towards three or
four “on some level,” reiterat-

ing his earlier thoughts on un-
derstanding it was ironing out
the split of capital costs.

“Is there an issue with the
language regarding the split-
ting of the capital cost or is it
more around concept of equi-
ty?” Squindo said. “They’re
connected, but they’re two
separate conversations.”

Flynn didn’t think they
were connected and empha-
sized how Hampden has al-
ways supported capital proj-
ects, including at the high
school.

“It’s the concept of is this
going to be a regional build-
ing and, if so, how do we
get to the equity part like we
have for the building that both
towns built together on land
they both own and had equi-
ty from the beginning,” Flynn
said.

After Davenport men-
tioned a feasibility study from
eight years ago with a list of
items to do and how that was
not done, this led to several
minutes of discussion on how
to move forward and more on
capital costs.

The discussion will con-
tinue at the next meeting in
April.
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Members of the Friens ofthe Hampden Free Public Librar join Judge Michael Ponsor for a
group photo after his Author Talk in Hampden.

']

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

Readers gather as Judge Michael Ponsor signs copies of his books to attendees during his
Author Talk in Hampden on March 22.
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working on a fourth book in
the series.

Afterward, a book signing
was held where Ponsor met
with eager readers and signed
copies of his books.

Ponsor was excited to
come to Hampden to talk
about his books.

“It was wonderful. It was
a beautiful day. This is a ter-
rific community and I really
appreciated the Friends of the
Hampden Free Public Library
sponsoring it,” Ponsor said. “I
really enjoyed it.”

Ponsor’s favorite part of
the visit was the Q&A with
the attendees.

“People had very insight-
ful questions about both
things. About the books and
the writing of the books, what
I was trying to do with the
novels and, also, about my
career as a judge,” Ponsor
said. “A particularly astute,

insightful and enthusiastic
group.”
Ponsor explained with

his books he wanted to bring
readers into the perspective of
Norcross.

“I think there is a need
for people to understand that
judges are human beings and
the work of a judge is very
difficult and that judges work
hard to do justice in situations
where the issues are often
tense and confusing,” Ponsor
said. “And I want people to
understand that and I think a
fictional narrative is a good
way for them to do that.”

“Point of Order,” Ponsor’s
latest book, came out last
year.

“It focuses on some issues
which are kind of prominent
today. One is immigration
and those types of cases. An-
other is the question of judge
shopping and part of the mys-
tery in this book--or the plot-
-involves a rogue clerk who
figures out how to steer cases
to particular judges instead
of having them be distribut-

<
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Flynn after the author talk.

Judge Michael Posnor chats with Selectboard Member John

Judge Michael Ponsor speaks at his book talk at the Town

House Auditorium in Hampden. The event was sponsored by
the Friends of the Hampden Free Public Library.

Judge Michael Ponsor signs a copy of one of his books to
Judge Michael Callan, who came to support his fellow judge at
the event.

ed in a neutral and impartial
fashion and that is very profit-
able,” Ponsor said. “And that
creates headaches and, even-
tually, violence as that plot
comes unraveled.”

While writing the books,
Ponsor has most enjoyed “the
experience of putting words
on the page.”

“It’s deeply pleasurable,
particularly when it’s going
well. Writing is very hard.
Someone once said that writ-
ing is not a problem, you just
sit and stare at a computer
screen until drops of blood
begin to form on your fore-
head,” Ponsor said. “That
process of crafting a coherent
narrative--whether it’s fiction
or nonfiction--is difficult but
can be very satisfying if it

comes out well.”

Ponsor thanked the library
for bringing him to Hampden
and he enjoyed meeting the
residents.

“I think I would like to un-
derline that you have a won-
derful community here and
the people who are responsi-
ble for this kind of event are
just terrific and I find that
places like libraries and book
clubs and things are places
that bring us together in a
time where there’s so much
tearing us apart,” Ponsor said.
“So, I want to end by giving
praise to your community and
to this community of people
here.”

To learn more, visit mi-
chaelponsor.com.
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Wilbraham Earth Day
2025 seeking sponsors

WILBRAHAM - Dear Wilbra-
ham! The Keep Wilbraham Beauti-
ful Committee (KWBC) is thrilled
to announce the 3rd Annual Earth
Day Community Clean-Up, set for
Saturday, April 12, 2025.

After the incredible success
of last year’s event—where over
300 volunteers worked together to
clean up our town—we are aiming
for an even larger turnout this year,
with 500+ volunteers joining us in
this community-wide effort. The
KWBC, in partnership with the town
Select Board, DPW, local Police and
Conservation Commission, is orga-
nizing this event to make our town a
cleaner, greener, and more beautiful
place to live.

On April 12, volunteers will gath-
er at Fountain Park between 8 a.m.
to 1 p.m., where they will receive
supplies, instructions, and a desig-
nated area to clean up. Volunteers
will enjoy a complimentary donut
at registration and complimentary
lunch upon return to Fountain Park
with the collected trash.

We are trying to keep things light,
fun and create a positive vibe where
participants can celebrate the posi-
tive impact they’ve made. To ensure
the success of this volunteer-driven
initiative, we need your support.

We are seeking both financial
contributions and volunteers to help
make this event a reality. Your sup-
port will directly contribute to the
logistics of the event and the materi-
als needed for the cleanup, ensuring
that we have all the necessary tools
and supplies.

How You Can Help:

* Promote the Event: Display our
event flyer or banner at your busi-
ness to help spread the

word and encourage more people
to participate.

* Sponsor Volunteer Meals: Help
fund the Thank-You Lunch for all
the volunteers. This is a

great opportunity to show your
support and appreciation for their
hard work.

» Sponsor Supplies: Your dona-
tion will help cover the cost of es-
sential cleanup supplies,

including trash bags, grabbers,
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buckets, and safety vests.

* Encourage Volunteers: Share
our event on social media and en-
courage your customers,

teams, employees, and com-
munity members to sign up on our
Facebook page/Website.

Our goal is to showcase Wilbra-
ham Pride through the collective
effort of businesses and residents
working together to care for our en-
vironment. Your involvement will
make a lasting impact on the com-
munity and help foster a sense of
unity.

If you are interested in support-
ing this year’s Earth Day Clean-Up,
please contact Megan Harrigan,
Event Chairman, at keepwilbra-
hambeautiful @gmail.com or 413-
427-3670. Together, we can make
Wilbraham a cleaner, more beautiful
place for all.

Thank you for your consider-
ation and for being a part of this im-
portant event.

Hampden Parks &
Recreation Department
Announces Exciting
Spring Programs and
Registration Deadlines

HAMPDEN - The Hampden
Recreation Department is proud
to announce an exciting lineup of
current and upcoming programs for
children and adults. From life-sav-
ing CPR training to fun-filled ath-
letic activities, there’s something for
everyone this season. With multiple
registration deadlines approaching,
now is the time to sign up for pro-
grams designed to engage, educate,
and inspire.

Current Programs:

* Wildlife Programming at
Laughing Brook

Registration: Ongoing

Connect with nature through en-
gaging wildlife programs at Laugh-
ing Brook. Learn about local wild-
life species, their habitats, and the
environment. Programs are designed
for all ages and offer opportunities
for outdoor learning in a fun, inter-
active way.

* Safe Sitter® Essentials Train-
ing Apr

Registration: Feb. 27 - April 8

* a comprehensive course de-
signed to help young teens (ages 11-
18) become safe, responsible, and
confident caregivers. This course is
an excellent opportunity for teens
who are ready to take on babysitting
or caregiving responsibilities while
ensuring they are prepared to handle
emergencies and everyday situations
with ease.

* Healthy Kids Running

Registration: Ongoing

Encourage kids to get moving
with the Healthy Kids Running
program! This initiative promotes
physical activity and healthy habits
while helping young runners build
confidence and improve their fitness.
Registration is open for participants
of all skill levels.

Upcoming Programs:

» Little Laxers Lacrosse

Registration: April 1 - April 30

Get ready for a fun and fast-
paced introduction to the sport of la-
crosse! This program is designed for
younger children who are interested
in learning the basics of lacrosse
through skill-building drills and
friendly games. Don’t miss out—
registration opens soon!

* Hampden Memorial Park Sum-
mer Program Activity 2025

Registration Opens: Mar 10

Make your summer memorable
with activities and events at Hamp-
den Memorial Park. The summer
program will offer a variety of fun
outdoor experiences, and registra-
tion details will be available soon!

Closing Soon:

* Recreation Baseball Grades
K-8 - 2025

Still seeking players for grades
(3-4) and (5-6)

Time is running out to sign up
for the 2025 Recreation Baseball
season! If you have a child in grades
3-4 or 5-6, there are still spots avail-
able. Don’t miss the opportunity to
be part of a fun, competitive baseball
league!

Don’t miss out! Register today to
secure your place in these incredible
programs and enjoy a spring full of
learning, fun, and physical activity.

For more information and to
register visit: https://hampdenma.
myrec.com.
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Watercolor Painting Open Burning Season
Class at the Federated has started
Community Church of

Hampden

HAMPDEN - The Federated
Community Church will host a wa-
tercolor painting class from 12:30
to 3 p.m. on six Saturdays: April 5
and 12 at the church, 590 Main St,
Hampden, MA.

The Instruction will attempt to
take the mystery out of the watercol-
or process. Dave Spencer, a retired
architect and accomplished water-
colorist, will lead the way.

Enrollees will have a small fee of
$10 per session to cover any expens-
es incurred by the church.

It’s always fun to paint and
share new ideas and techniques.
Make your interest and commitment
known early. You may contact the
Church Office at 413-566-3711 di-
rectly or contact Pastor Kwan Kim
via email at hampdenfederated @
gmail.com.

Wilbraham DPW seeks
plow contractors

WILBRAHAM - The Depart-
ment of Public Works is seeking
plowing contractors to assist with
town wide plowing.

If you are interested in plowing
for the Town of Wilbraham, Massa-
chusetts, USA please contact Wil-
braham DPW 413-596-2800 x208
for more information.

Reading with
Tucker at HPL

HAMPDEN - Children can vis-
it the Hampden Free Public Library
to read to Tucker, a dog from Bright
Spot Therapy Dogs.

People can sign up by emailing
me at krumplik @cwmars.org.

The upcoming dates are April 8
and April 29.

There are four slots every day, 15
minutes each starting at 3:30 p.m.

To learn more, contact Kate
Rumplik at krumplik@cwmars.org
or call 413-566-2151 ext. 112.

HAMPDEN - The Open Burn-
ing Season started on January 15,
2025 and runs through May 1,
2025. Homeowners may burn brush,
branches and forest debris between
the hours of 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. daily
through the season.

Other restrictions apply and
burning may not be allowed on cer-
tain days due to recent lack of pre-
cipitation and strong winds. A per-
mit from our department is required
which you can obtain online from
the following link.

To obtain burn permit visit http://
www.hcburnpermits.com.

Wilbraham Men’s Glee
Club to Begin Rehearsals

WILBRAHAM - The Wilbra-
ham Men’s Glee Club, accompanied
by Marcia Jackson and conducted
by Ray Drury, will begin rehearsals
for the 2025 concert season on Mon-
day evening, Jan. 6, at Christ the
King Lutheran/Episcopal Church at
7 p.m. Rehearsals will continue each
Monday thereafter until two con-
certs in late April/early May.

While no audition is required, all
interested should be able to “carry a
tune” attend the majority of rehears-
als, and be able to pay a nominal fee
at the first rehearsal to cover the cost
of sheet music.

Hampden Winter Park-
ing Ban Information

HAMPDEN - The Town of
Hampden Winter Parking Ban
will run from November 15, 2024,
through April 15, 2025.

Any vehicles left on town roads
may be towed at the owner’s ex-
pense. All vehicles that impede
snow removal shall be towed at the
request of the Highway Department.

Minnechaug
Car Wash

WILBRAHAM - The
Minnechaug American

OPRO hosting spring
concert April 4

WILBRAHAM -
Old Post Road Orchestra

The

Our concerts are FREE
and family-friendly, thanks

HAMPDEN

Hampden Rabies Clinic for
dogs and cats

- A Ra-
bies Clinic will held at the

Make sure you bring
your two most recent rabies

Hampden
holding
Democratic

Cancer Society Club will
be hosting a Car Wash
on Saturday, April 12 at
10 am. to 1 p.m. in the
Student Parking Lot. All
proceeds will be donated
to the American Cancer
Society.

Please stop by to sup-
port this cause and our
amazing students!

will present our spring con-
cert, under the direction of
Alexandria Black, on Fri-
day, April 4, 7:30 p.m. at
Minnechaug Regional High
School, 621 Main St, in Wil-
braham.

The program, titled “Ital-
ian Soundscapes”, will fea-
ture selections from Italian
composers including Rossi-
ni’s William Tell Overture
and promises to be an eve-
ning of memorable music.

in part to the generosity of
the

Wilbraham Cultur-
al Council, a local agen-
cy which is supported by
the Massachusetts Cultur-
al Council, a state agen-
cy. Members of the Min-
nechaug Key Club will also
assist concert goers at the
door.

Please join OPRO on
this musical journey across
Italy!
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branches don’t respond as
spring weather continues,
it may be time to do some
corrective pruning. Often-
times, stems that are cut back
to well within the shrub re-
spond with new growth that
will rejuvenate the rest of the

plant, making it look better
and better. Good luck!
Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-

ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

 Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
» Close to Reid State Park

Hampden Veterinary Clinic
at 28 Somers Road, on Sat-
urday, April 5, 2025 from 9
a.m. to Noon.

The cost of the rabies
vaccination will be $25.00
for dogs, cats for one-year
vaccine will be $25.00 and
cost for a three-year vaccine
will be $50.00.

By Massachusetts state
law, all cats over six months
of age should be vaccinated.

A Rabies vaccination is
good for one or three years,
depending on the dog’s or
cat’s previous vaccination
history.

certificates for the doctor to
review.

ALL CATS SHOULD
BE IN A CARRIER.

ALL DOGS MUST BE
ON A LEASH.

Our Town Clerk, Eva
Wiseman, will be available
to sell dog licenses. The li-
cense costs $10.00 for male
or female dogs and $5.00 for
neutered or spayed dogs. A
rabies certificate is required
to obtain a dog license.

For more information,
please call the Board of
Health office at 566-2151
ext. 102.

Caucus April
10

HAMPDEN - The Dem-
ocratic Party in Hampden
will be holding a caucus in
the Town Hall, 625 Main St,
Hampden, on April 10, 2025
from 5 to 7 p.m. for the pur-
pose of nominating candi-
dates for the 2025 Annual
Town Election.
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In remembrance of Matthew Michael Thomas

By Sofia Gonzalez, Jack Fulton
and Liam DeVine

WILBRAHAM - Matthew Mi-
chael Thomas was a night custodian
at Soule Road School for three years
and was well loved by all the teach-
ers and students.

He sadly passed away on Feb. 26
after he bravely battled gastric can-
cer. It all happened so fast that we
were shocked and many of us didn’t
even get to say goodbye.

He was a big part of our Soule
Road family and made a huge im-
pact.

Outside of Soule Road he had
many hobbies. He had a passion for
music and studied at the Conserva-
tory of Recording Arts and Studies
and loved to play the bass guitar and
was quite good at it.

Matt also loved mountain bik-
ing and outdoor adventures which
shared many wonderful memories
with Kim and her son Evan. He also
played baseball since he was little
and enjoyed being a fan of the Bos-
ton Red Sox.

Matt was blessed with a loving
family who he spent much of his
time with. He had a soft spot for his
nephew, James and his niece, Claira
whom he adored.

Matt found true love when he
met Kim Forni and her son Evan.

Besides keeping Soule Road
School tidy, he also worked with the
bikers, helping them cross safely.

As a biker myself—Jack Ful-
ton—I had many nice conversations
with Matt. He was always so friend-
ly and wished me a great day.

Matt will be remembered by so

many at Soule Road for being such a
wonderful, caring, friendly individ-
ual. Here is what teachers, staff and
students at Soule Road had to say.
Teachers/Staff:

Mrs. Deb Nickerson, school
nurse: “(He was) always willing to
help.”

Mrs. Jaemi Rost, administrative
assistant: “Would stop what he was
doing to help right away.”

Mrs. Susan Wolcott, paraprofes-
sional: “Always had a smile.”

Mrs. Kelly Elliott: “Loved his
sports, music, friends and family.”

Mrs. Paige Coelho, paraprofes-
sional: “Always had a smile on his
face.”

Mrs. Natalie Pelletier: “Always
a smile and a kind word for every-
body.”

Mrs. Kristin McCoy: “Always
appreciated his quiet, calm nature.
Always willing to help.”

Ms. Melissa Premo, school
adjustment counselor: “Mr. Matt-
we’ll miss you always. Thank you
for always smiling and sharing your
life experiences.”

Mrs. Lauren Broughton, school
psychologist: “He always showed up
for the Soule Road community with
a friendly and positive attitude.”

Dan Gordon, custodian: “(I)
liked listening to his adventures on
the bike trails.”

Mrs. Cheryl Erskine: “Matt was
an amazing coworker. He was an
enormous help with the Grand Re-
opening of the Soule Road Library.
He always had a smile and did
whatever was necessary to keep the
school running smoothly. We miss
you Matt. God Bless.”

Mrs. Mistie Parsons, principal at
Soule Road School: ”Mr. Matt was
always there to help, share a story of
recent adventure, and offer encour-
agement. He loved working at our
school, especially connecting with
students who bike. He is already
dearly missed.”

Mrs. LeeAnn Lanucha: “Matt
would always stop what he was do-
ing to help others.”

Mrs. Courtney Brannigan, spe-
cial education teacher: “Matt’s love
for nature and the outdoors always
provided a great topic for conversa-
tion.”

Mrs. Cara Canedi: “Dear Matt!
We will always miss your lightheart-
ed spirit.”

Kathy Aleks, lunch monitor:
“Matt, I will miss your smiles ev-
ery day in the hallway and how you
helped us. We’ll miss you.”

Ms. Gendron: “Matt was so
friendly, so helpful, so supportive of
the music program (being a musi-

cian, himself); he is so missed.”

Mrs. Emma Pluta: “Mr. Thom-
as was the kindest person at Soule
Road School. He will be missed so
much.”

Mrs. Stephanie Harju said, “Matt
always greeted everyone with a
smile. He went above and beyond
everyday to help others.”

Mrs. Elizabeth Fortunata-Cur-
ran: “Matt was always willing to
help. He was a wonderful man, who
will be missed by many.”

Mrs. Isabella Adkins: “Matt al-
ways had a smile on his face. He was
always willing to help with anything
you need!”

Mrs. Lauren Alben: “Matt’s love
for mountain biking was inspiring to
see such passion.”

Mrs. Corine Mayock, parapro-
fessional: “His smile and willing-
ness to help anyone.”

Photos courtesy of Cheryl Erskine

Mr. Brett Overgaard: “Matt was
one of the first people I connected
with at Soule. We shared a love for
art, and he told me about his interest
in exploring oil paints as an artist!”

Students:

Kylie Smith: “He was so nice
and cared for us. Always wanted
kids to be happy.”

Stella Moriarty: “The amount of
love he had for us was beyond com-
pare.”

Liam Devine: “He was always
helping and friendly to others.”

Sofia Gonzalez: “I just think it
all happened too quickly. He is so
missed.”

Peter Harrington: “I saw him
roaming the halls when I had prac-
ticed basketball at Soule and he
seemed like he was a good man.”

Thank you for touching our
lives! We miss you!

Monthly Highlights for April at the Hampden Senior Center

HAMPDEN - The follow-
ing programs will occur at the
senior center on Allen Street
in the coming weeks.

Create a Greeting Card
with Ellie! —
New Day & Time!
Monday, April 7, 1 to 3 p.m.

Cost is $3.00 per person.
All materials are provided.

Please call 566-5588 to
reserve your seat, space is
limited.

Crafts with Kim

We are happy to introduce
Kim Keeton, a member of the
senior center who has years
of crafting experience, first as
a junior high school teacher
and later as the floral manager
at Michael’s. Kim is offering
the following classes in April.
All materials are included in
the price of the class. Samples
of each project are displayed
in our lobby.

Monday, April 7
from 1 to 3 p.m.

Easter Wreath or Lighted
Tree. Cost is $20 for either
project.

Monday, April 14
from 1 to 3 p.m.

Easter Snow Globe (makes
a great gift for a grandchild).
Cost is $10.00.

Tuesday, May 6 from 1 to
3 p.m.

Bow Making. Cost is
$10.00.

Ribbon will be provided
for the class but if you want to
make a bow with something
specific for a project you are
working on, bring it to class
that day.

Please call 566-5588 to re-
serve your spot for each class
you are interested in. Space is
limited.

Ever wanted to try
Scrapbooking?
Kim will hold an infor-

mational session to discuss
what supplies are needed and
give suggestions on organiz-
ing your pictures. If there is
enough interest, Kim will of-
fer classes so you can person-
alize your scrapbook using
her tools to make it unique.

Learn more about scrap-
booking on Tuesday, April 22
at 1 p.m.

Western New England
Mad Science Presents Sci-
ence Behind Superheroes

Tuesday, April 8, 9:30 to
10:30 a.m.

Join us as we welcome
Mad Science and Green Val-
ley Preschool for an intergen-
erational program all about
Science and Superheroes!
Educators from Western New
England Mad Science will
help you discover the real sci-
ence behind some of the most
popular superhero powers!
We will explore the science of
flight, how science can make
things turn invisible, and
how Spiderman might walk
on walls; all using fun and
high-energy experiments! All
are welcome to attend. Please
call 566-5588 to sign up.

The Friends of Hampden
Senior Citizens announce
their 2025 Annual Meeting

Tuesday, April 8 (Annu-
al Meeting) at 3 p.m. All are
welcome to attend.

Have you ever wondered
what the Friends group does?
Have you considered getting
more involved with fundrais-
ing for the senior center? Do
you pay your annual dues and
wonder what that means or
where that money goes?

Learn about the Friends
and how their fundraising ef-
forts support the senior center
throughout the year. Hear
about current openings on the

Our advertisers make this
publication possible.

Let them know you saw
their ad in the

Wilbraham-Hampden Times

Friends Board and find out if
becoming a board member is
a good fit for you. If interest-
ed, contact Claudia Kapinos,
president at 413-478-5462.
The Friends of Hamp-
den Seniors are hosting a
Hartsprings Truck Event
Saturday, April 12 from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m.
At Bethlehem Church, 123

Allen Street, Hampden,
MA
Will accept all cloth

items, such as clothing, in-
cluding scrap sewing/quilt-
ing material, bedding, linens,
towels, shoes, and purses.
Books, kitchenware, break-
able knickknacks, small ap-
pliances, small speakers, and
sporting goods. Toys must be
boxed to be accepted. Table
lamps will be accepted only
if they’re boxed and protect-
ed from breaking. NO en-
cyclopedias, textbooks, or
baby items such as strollers,
cribs, carriages, stuffed ani-
mals, or pillows.

This truck event is an op-
portunity to drop off all your
larger bags or boxed items
for Spring Cleanup. By doing
so, you're also helping the
Senior Center earn a small
percentage based on the total
weight of items received from
Hartsprings which helps their
cause. There is no charge to
drop off these items. All pro-
ceeds from this event will ben-
efit the needs of the Hampden
Senior Center.

D & R Farm Winter Farm
Share

PICK-UP is on Wednes-
day, April 16 at 9:30 am.

D & R Farm offers fresh
produce once a month, from
January through June.

FREE with SNAP/HIP if
you qualify!

If you do not qualify for
SNAP/HIP, you may pur-
chase a share for $20 cash
each month.

Please let us know if you
need your shares delivered.

New applications are re-
quired.

If interested, contact Wen-
dy at 566-5588 to get your
application in! Shares are
limited.

Needle Felt Craft Class
with Pop-Up Art School

Tuesday, April 22, 2025,

at 10:30 a.m. Cost is $12.

Learn how to needle-felt a
bird with red accents, perched
on a real branch. Pop Up Art
School will show you the
basics of how to needle-felt
wool roving. Leave the class
with the basic supplies and
knowledge to needle felt on
your own. Needle felting is
surprisingly easy, relaxing,
and fun!

Call 566-5588 to reserve
your seat.

COVID Vaccine Clinic
By appointment only:

Monday, April 28, 2025
from 1 to 3 p.m.

Who should receive a
shot? The CDC recommends
that previously vaccinated in-
dividuals 65 and older receive
a second dose separated by 6
months regardless of vacci-
nation history. This means if
you received your last shot
here at the senior center (or
somewhere else) back in Oc-
tober 2024, you are eligible.

Please call your health
care provider if you have
specific questions about your
personal situation and vac-
cine history. By appointment
only. Please call 566-5588 to
schedule and appointment.

Do you have Parkinson’s
Disease or know someone
who does?

PWR! Moves Group
Exercise Classes, A Parkin-
son-specific exercise class
that “makes function exer-
cise” to keep you moving and
doing more of what you want
to do! As you practice, you
will be challenged physically
and cognitively while work-
ing on fitness goals: strength,
balance, agility, aerobics,
and flexibility. Exercises are
designed to improve your
fitness, counteract your PD
symptoms, and increase your
daily activity. This whole-
body function-focused exer-
cise class will push you to do
more than you think you can
in a fun, empowering, and en-
riched environment!

With enough interest,
classes will be on Mondays
from 9 to 10 a.m., and will
be led by Lisa Kern, OT, Rei-
ki Master| Holistic Therapist

Cost is $10.00 per class.
Please call 566-5588 to let us
know if you are interested.

Common Threads Led
by Joan Tompkins, PhD All
are welcome!

Mondays from 11 a.m. to
Noon- Newcomers will meet
at 12:30 pm.

We invite you to join us as
we share many things such
as: W Loneliness vs Feeling
Lonely K Adapting to Life
Changes X Finding purpose
for our life as Seniors X Be-
reavement as well as Joyous
Moments

There is no charge to join
this group. Please call 566-
5588 to reserve your seat.

Making Music with Sue
— New Students Welcome!

New 12-week session be-
gins April 7 through June 30.

Mondays, Noon to 1 p.m.
- Beginner Ukulele and Re-
corder

Mondays, 1:15 to 2:30
p.m. - Ensemble Class (Uku-
lele, Recorder, Percussion, &
Vocals)

Cost is $60 for the 12-
week session if paid in full
and receive two free classes,
or $6 per class for drop-ins.
New students must call ahead
for placement.

Please pay cash or make
checks payable directly to:
Susan McHand

Please call 566-5588 to re-
serve your spot.

Living Stronger... Lon-
ger... with Lamar Moore —
New Students Welcome!

New 12-week session be-
gins April 8 through July 8.
No classes 4/22 & 5/13.

Tuesdays, 2:15 to 3 p.m.

Learn about balance and
how it impacts overall health
and wellness. Get tips on
strength training

and cardiovascular endur-
ance to increase mobility and
flexibility.

Cost is $6 per class. Please
call 566-5588 to reserve your
spot.

“African
with Jason”

There will be a concert
on March 28 so you can see
what all the hype is about!
All are welcome!

New 14-week session be-
gins April 4 through July 25.
(No class on 4/18, 5/2, and
7/4)

Fridays, 2:15 to 3:15

Drumming”

p.m.

Cost is $80 for the 14-
week session if paid in full
and receive two free classes,
or $7 per class.

Drop-ins welcome. Please
call 566-5588 to reserve your
spot.

“Come What May” Bou-
tique... is open in our lobby
for all to shop during normal
business hours,

Monday through Friday,
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

We accept donations of
new or gently used clothing,
outerwear, accessories, and
footwear.

All proceeds from Bou-
tique sales will benefit the
needs of The Senior Center.

HELP US STOCK OUR
SHELVES with Toothpaste!

Thank you to those who
donated dish soap last month.
Every month we will target a
different item to help fill our
shelves to provide non-food
items to SNAP recipients.

Did you know we offer the
Jfollowing services....

Anyone is welcome to
take advantage of these ser-
vices.

Please call 566-5588 un-
less otherwise noted to sched-
ule your appointments.

Chair Massage
Mindy

Tuesdays, March 11 & 25.
$10 for 10 minutes.

Facials with Diane Neill

2nd Thursday of every
month. March 13 by appoint-
ment.

Foot Care with Deborah

Ist Thursday of every
month. Thursday, March 6.

$40 for a 30-minute ap-
pointment

Manicures with Cat

Please call Cat directly
at 413-335-7422, for an ap-
pointment and pricing.

Reiki with Lisa

1st Friday of every month.
Friday, April 4.

$30 for a 30-minute ses-
sion or $60 for a 60-minute
session (recommended).

Lisa is offering $10 off
your first session.

Please call Lisa directly
at 413-455-6990, to schedule
your appointment.

with



April 3,2025

(9 sports@turiey.com

SPORT

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES
E &4 @turleysports

I3 acebook. com/turleysports

) il

A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com

SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS

Falcons double up on Lions in opener \

Gianna Fusco sends a throw to first.

WILBRAHAM - The
Ludlow and Minnechaug

This year, the two teams

faced each other in the season

Regional softball teams have
been making a habit of getting
together early in the spring
season for the past four years.

opener last Friday afternoon.
Minnechaug’s offense was on
display as they picked up the
12-6 win.

Veronica Ouimet looks for the tag at second.
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Pitcher Kaelyn
Dionne sends a
pitch to the plate.
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY—
Even though the Min-
nechaug varsity baseball
team graduated 11 players,
they’re still an experienced

team this spring. There
are seven seniors, and
seven juniors listed on
the Falcons varsity

roster.
b “We
h
Sam Przybyl A \? i r ;
fields a ground | good
ball. sea-
son last

year and we graduated a
total of eleven players,”
said Minnechaug varsi-
ty baseball coach Mike
Netkovick following his
team’s scrimmage at South
Hadley High School on
March 25. “We might’ve
lost a lot of outstanding
baseball players, but we
still have a core group of
seniors and juniors.”

The Falcons, who post-
ed a 13-8 overall record a
year ago, finished tied for
first place with Spring-
field Central in Valley East
League standings. It

they captured the league
title in the ten years that
Netkovick has been at the
helm.

“We won the league
title last year for the first
time since 2012. It was
a very enjoyable season,”
Netkovick said. “There are
a lot of talented teams in
our league this year. We're
hoping to win another
league title this year, but
we’ll have to earn it.”

The other three teams
in the Valley East League
are Northampton, East

was the first time that Please see FALCONS, page 12

Falcons re-tooled after large graduating class

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
The Minnechaug baseball team scrimmages South Hadley last
Tuesday afternoon.

i —

The boys lacrosse team opened up their season against South
Hadley last Friday.

The Falcons WI|| be looking for another strong regular season.

WILBRAHAM - The
Minnechaug Regional High
School boys lacrosse team
finished gearing up for their
regular season. The Falcons
were scheduled to open the

The Falcons will be challenged by the toughest teams in the
region, including Longmeadow, who they have beaten in
regular season action recently.

season against South Hadley,
then had a tough matchup
scheduled against Pope Fran-
cis. Coming up, the Falcons
will face East Longmeadow
on April 7.
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Two late goals help
T-Birds stun Bruins

PROVIDENCE, R.I. — The Springfield Thunderbirds
(33-26-2-4) stunned the Providence Bruins (36-22-4-3)
with two goals in the final 90 seconds to pick up an aston-
ishing 3-2 win on Sunday inside Amica Mutual Pavilion.
The victory shaves Springfield's magic number to just 4 in
pursuit of a Calder Cup playoff berth.

The starting goaltenders had a busy first stanza on this
Sunday, as the T-Birds were quick to test Brandon Bussi
with 18 first-period attempts, while the Bruins pressed the
gas for 11 shots on Vadim Zherenko.

Springfield broke the ice first when MacKenzie
MacEachern, fresh off of being robbed by Bussi on the
prior sequence, chopped a rebound over Bussi's pad at the
net front following a point slapper by Nikita Alexandrov.
MacEachern's third goal in as many games made it 1-0 for
the visitors at 13:12.

In a penalty-free period, one of the T-Birds' few miscues
wound up costing them their lead in the final minute when
Tyler Pitlick blocked a point shot and raced in on a break-
away before beating Zherenko over the blocker to even the
slate, 1-1.

Zherenko needed to be at his best in the middle period as
the Bruins outpaced Springfield on the shot board by a 13-4
margin. The third-year netminder made his best stop of the
frame in stonewalling Oliver Wahlstrom on a breakaway in
the back half of the period. Springfield got the game's first
power play at 4:45 of the second, but the Bruins had the best
scoring chances, including a 2-on-1 shorthanded, but Fraser
Minten missed the target on a left-circle attempt.

In the final minute, the T-Birds found themselves
hemmed in their own end, but Zherenko was there to save
the day with back-to-back saves on Brett Harrison at point-
blank range to get the game into the third period deadlocked.

Springfield finally took its first two penalties in the open-
ing half of the third, and on the Bruins' second power play,
the home team gained its first lead of the night when Mat-
thew Poitras cleaned up a Georgii Merkulov rebound off
Zherenko's right pad to make it a 2-1 game at 7:16 of the
third.

The T-Birds struggled to regain its first-period form, as
they had managed just seven shots over roughly 35 min-
utes from the start of the second. However, when it mattered
most, and with Zherenko on the bench for an extra skater,
Alexandrov took it upon himself to turn the game around. It
began when he raced through neutral ice and cut to the slot
off his right-wing side. After his initial shot was blocked,
Alexandrov followed through on the second chance to put
the puck behind Bussi, tying the game with 1:24 remaining.

The star winger was far from finished, though. With time
dwindling on regulation, Alexandrov won a puck battle on
the left-wing boards and moved to the front of the net after
the puck got to Leo Loof at the left point. Loof flipped the
puck into traffic, where Alexandrov deflected it across his
body and under Bussi's legs, giving Springfield the 3-2 lead
with just 18.6 seconds left.

The Bruins never recovered, and Alexandrov's 20th and
21st goals of the year proved to be the difference. Zherenko
finished a fantastic night of his own with 35 saves, including
12 in the final period.
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FALCONS from page 11
Longmeadow, and Long-
meadow.

The 2024 campaign didn’t
start out very well for Min-
nechaug, who had a 1-5 re-
cord after their first six games
of the regular season. They
then put together a ten game
winning streak before losing
to Central at Spec Pond on
May 14. The Falcons evened
the season series two nights
later with a 9-6 victory at
Central.

“We hadn’t defeated Cen-
tral in a while, so that was a
very big win for us,” Netkov-
ick said. “The seniors on last
year’s team put in a lot of hard
work over the years, and it
was a very good culmination
of their high school careers.”

The Falcons postseason
journey began with a loss to
Pope Francis in the Western
Mass. Class A quarterfinals.

Following a 5-4 victory
in a non-playoff home game
versus Longmeadow, the Fal-
cons season came to an end
with a 2-0 loss at Billerica
High School in the Division 2
state tournament.

The Falcons were sched-
uled to open the 2025 regular
season by hosting Chicopee
Comp in a non-league game
on Wednesday afternoon.

“We haven’t opened the

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Bryce Barlow stretches to make a play to his left.

season with a home game in
a couple of years,” Netkovick
said. “We’re really looking
forward to getting our season
started.”

Netkovick and his players
are really looking forward to
the second meeting of the reg-
ular season against Central,
which is scheduled to take
place at Dunkin’ Park in Hart-
ford on May 8.

“Dunkin’ Park is a beau-
tiful Minor League stadium,”
Netkovick said. “It’s really a
first rate experience for the
kids. That game is already cir-
cled on our schedule.”

Minnechaug and Central
faced each other for the first

time at Dunkin’ Park two
years ago. Last year’s game in
Hartford was canceled due to
the weather.

The Falcons senior co-cap-
tains are Ethan Purcell and
Bryce Barlow.

Purcell, who’s a
righthander, was the starting
pitcher in the scrimmage at
South Hadley

“Ethan has been a start-
ing pitcher for us since his
sophomore year and is one of
our leaders,” Netkovick said.
“He went 6 2/3 innings in our
win at Central last year. He’ll
probably be our starter against
Comp in the season opener.”

As a junior, Purcell went

5-3 with a 1.62 ERA. He al-
lowed 13 earned runs in 56
innings and had 59 strikeouts.

Barlow, who’s the starting
shortstop, is the Falcons lead-
off hitter. He had a .447 OBP
with five extra base hits (4
doubles, 1 HR) and 22 walks
in 21 games a year ago. He
also finished last season with
11 RBIs.

“Bryce has a similar re-
sume to Ethan,” Netkovick
said. “He’s been a two year
starter for us at shortstop Both
of them were selected to the
Western Mass All-Star team
last year.”

The other five seniors
are Ben Daniels, Paul Diehl,
Aaron Gasteyer, Aiden Ro-
drigues, and Joe Smith.

“The seniors are a talent-
ed group of baseball play-
ers,” Netkovick added. “All of
them have been a part of our
program for four years.”

A couple other pitchers are
junior Evan Liverseidge and
Sam Przybyl, who’s the only
sophomore listed on the varsi-
ty baseball roster.

The other six juniors are
Ian Angelica, Landyn El-
dridge, Jacob Fahey, Drew

Grasso, Alex Savlick, and
Dylan Secor.
The Falcons assistant

coaches are K.J. White and
Nick Powers.

*
/
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EMAIL YOUR AD TO:
jwalker@turiey.com

Parents,

Grandparents
& Friends
SPECIAL!

Honor Your Graduaie

HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE

2 X 3 Advertisement

*

We are offering a great deal for you to
CELEBRATE YOUR GRADUATE in your community graduation issue.
Submit a photo and a brief message.

2 X 3 Black & White Graduation Ad

SPECIAL $55.00

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 21st

MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name,

Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

Congratulations
Karly Smith!
We ar~o B
very p%( 3
you and your
accomplishments.
Good luck

at Springfield
College!

Love Dad. Mom ¢ John

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS -

24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069 -

413.283.8393
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SCHOOL from page 1

town committees and boards.

Provost explained he had
communications with other
members of town govern-
ment regarding the commu-
nications and advocacy on the
state budget process.

“As you know, the state
budget process is very much
underway and there is a spe-
cific package of corrective
measures that we’re looking
for in the FY26 budget to as-
sist schools in dealing with
(a) very difficult financial pic-
ture,” Provost said. “One way
that the School Committee
could do that and coordinate
its efforts with other groups in
town that may be wishing to
express their support for more
funding for education in the
state budget is through a reso-
lution and so, I would submit
the following for your discus-
sion and hopeful approval.”

Provost said the resolu-
tion would support increased

FY26 Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Funding,
reading the resolution to the
committee.

“Whereas, the Hamp-
den-Wilbraham Regional
School District, like many

other districts across the Com-
monwealth, is currently expe-
riencing significant financial
challenges exacerbated by
the limitations of Chapter 70
Funding Formula and, where-
as, the financial struggles of
232 districts classified as hold
harmless under the Chapter
70 formula have persisted for
years resulting in inefficient
funding to meet the diverse
needs of our students in our
communities,” Provost said.
“Whereas, the continual rise
and required contributions
coupled with declining en-
rollment figures and outdated
contribution caps highlights
an urgent need for reform in
the funding formula to ensure
equal and adequate funding
for all schools and districts.”

Provost noted the Massa-
chusetts Association of Re-
gional Schools--or MARS--
alongside the Massachusetts
Association of School Su-
perintendents--or MASS--the
Massachusetts Association of
School Business Officials--or
MASBO--the Massachusetts
Teachers Association--or
MTA--and the American Fed-
eration of Teachers--or AFT--
have collaborated “to develop
a comprehensive K12 funding
proposal aimed at providing
immediate relief for FY26.”

“And whereas, this fund-
ing proposal seeks to uti-
lize surplus funding from
the FY24 Fair Share Act to
support essential increases
in state-specific budget line
items including but not lim-
ited to circuit breaker reim-
bursements, regional school
transportation and inflation
of the Chapter 70 formula
which directly benefits our
district and its students,” Pro-
vost said. “And whereas, the

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

proposed measures would not
only alleviate the financial
burden on Hampden-Wilbra-
ham Regional School District,
but also support the broader
educational needs across the
Commonwealth, particular-
ly in rural districts and those
with increased demand for
services, and whereas, as the
Hampden-Wilbraham Re-
gional School Committee
recognizes the importance of
advocating for these budget-
ary measures to ensure that
our students receive the quali-
ty education that they deserve
without compromising essen-
tial services and programs.”
Provost then read this.
“Now, therefore, be it
resolved that the Hamp-
den-Wilbraham Regional
School Committee hereby
expresses its strong support
for the proposed budgetary
measures outlined in KI2
funding proposal as put forth
by MARS and its partners
and be it further resolved that

the Hampden-Wilbraham Re-
gional School Committee urg-
es all stakeholders, including
legislators and community
members, to advocate for the
swift passages of these critical
funding measures in the FY26
state budget,” Provost said.

The resolution ended with
a copy of this to be forward-
ed to the Massachusetts State
Legislature, the governor’s
office and ““all relevant educa-
tional associations to demon-
strate our commitment to se-
curing equitable and adequate
funding for the Hampden-Wil-
braham Regional School Dis-
trict and all districts across the
Commonwealth.”

After the resolution was
moved and seconded, Vice
Chair Sean Kennedy said,
“This is amazing.”

“It’s upsetting when you’re
talking about 232 school dis-
tricts classified as fold harm-
less and it’s been frustrating
for years, John,” Kennedy
said. “Thank you so much for
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putting this together.”

After Chair Michal Bou-
dreau and Sherrill Caruana
expressed their thanks and ap-
proval, Timothy Collins said
this.

“I hope this passes and
I would like us to share this
resolution through our various
organizations, be it the MTA,
Mass Association of Super-
intendents, Mass Association
of School Committees. Let’s
share it far and wide and ask
other people to join us in this
fight for what’s right and just
for the students in our (dis-
trict),” Collins said.

Kennedy proposed taking
Collins’s idea a step further.

“Let’s send it to the Select
Boards of both towns--right?-
-and let’s send it to Finance
and Advisory in Wilbraham
and Hampden and see if we
can get more people on board
with adopting this,” Kennedy
said.

AU BQWASJ

”Come shine with us”

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP
LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS
919 Meadow St., Chicopee

200 St. James Ave., Chicopee
410 Cooley St., Springfield

e Overgrown property?

e Excavator Services ® Extreme Brush Cutting!
e Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal * Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
e Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand * Storm Clean-up ®* Small Demo ¢ Insured
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PET PAGE /

ATTENTION READERS!

Send in your pet picture for our “Pet of the Month” and receive a free weekend
get-away or spa package for your pet courtesy of Porter Road Pet Care.
Email your photos to: jwalker@turley.com.

Please include your name and your pet’s name.

PET OF THE MONTH ELDOTC

East Longmeadow Dog S
M eet Ru by! Obedience Training Club YELB%HALE
She is a 3 1/2-year-old Classes held at nimal Hospita

Andrew R. Hersman, DVM
Lynn Dgetluck, DVM
William D. Anderson, DVM
Hannah Belcher-Timme, DVM
Denise Chiminiello, DVM

miniature Australian
Labradoodle. She has
fun no matter what the

season. Her favorite

546 Main Street, Hampden, MA
Classes held every Monday-Thursday evenings

past time is playing ball. Start Your Leah Guidry, DVM
She i tial part Puppy or Rescue Madison Harris, DVM Now Accepting
€ IS an essential pa s s Nicholas Schipper, DVM New Patients!
of the Pilon family. They Off Right With ' :
love her very much and Obedience Training . . -
believe she at ELDOTC! Wilbraham Animal Hospital

is the best dog ever! 2424 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

413.596.8395
wilbrahamanimalhospital.com

East Springfield Veterinary Hospital
525 Page Blvd., Springfield, MA
413.739.6389 ¢ esvhospital.com
(Less than 1 mile from Rt. 291)

Open Evenings & Saturdays

Obedience Training -
Beginner to Utility

To Kiss or Not To Kiss:
Should You Let Your Dog
Kiss Your Face?

There is no greater feeling when you get home to get
an affectionate, although slobbery, greeting from the four-
legged members of your family!

However animal experts are in agreement on one
scientifically proven fact: It is highly unsanitary for your dog
to lick around your face, eyes, and nose! Dogs have been
proven to carry various bacteria in their mouths that can
be beneficial or non-effective to their overall health but are
not meant to be absorbed by the human body through thin
membranes such as our eyes, nose and mouth. )

The top five bacteria that could be transferred through the
face and/or mouth are outlined in a short summary below:

1. Capnocytophaga Canimorsus: An organism carried
in the mouths of dogs, and it causes a very bad sepsis

Facebook.com/eastlongmeadowdogobedience
For Information or to Register

Call (413) 355-0553

eastlongmeadowdogobedience.com
We Teach You How to Train Your Dog!

Porter Road Pet Care

141 Porter Road
East Longmeadow MA

413-525-3532

goad peé

&$U
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e Servicing
Hﬁﬂ on Wilbraham &

P@S%Ejg‘?{ the Surrounding Towns
Taining:

%, * Day caxe -

www.porterroadpetcare.com 413-246-0859

AKC Certified

infection. e Day Care e SPA Services
2. Staphylococcus Aureu (Staph Infection): The e Boarding Available
majority of time your dog can safely carry this virus strain Web Cams Bathing e “Saturday In the Park!”
without it affecting their overall health, but when transferred Heated Haircuts Every Saturday at Post Office Park, Wilbraham
to @ human it can have life-threatening consequences. Large Maincures 12 noon - Pack Walk o
3. Ringworm or Hookworm: Can cause either painful Indoor/Outdoor 1:30 p.m - Basic Obedience & Socialization
itchy infections or inflammation, or even intestinal bleeding u ) (Both Weather Permitting)
depending on the point of entry. Accommodations S $5 '
- ; o , ; . ave . o
4. EColi: A potentially fatal bacterial disease with Playtime Available - on Daycare « Private training in your home
E}lerzg;[ﬁgs ranging from diarrhea to nausea to intestinal I:/e:;i(: emL o Grooming ’  Intro to your puppy or new rescue training ‘/\
5. Salmonella: A painful bacterial disease that can cause or Boarding * Basic obedience, life and manners training
diarrhea, intestinal cramping, nausea and vomiting. (Y ) Services ¢ Behavior modification f
Showing affection with your dog is good for both you and o @ “ » oo
your dog.gSetting boundgries, hgwe\?er, in how oZr dogs ‘ .... S e * Group “Pack” walks & socialization 1 J
display that affection can be beneficial for everyone! ‘ pies

NEW Board & Train Programs Starting This Spring
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Classifieds

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS | SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

Call us at 413.283.8393

April 3,2025

A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD
A Call We Haul ELECTRICIAN LANDSCAPING PLUMBING
FIREWOOD A+ ROZELL'S GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
Fresh cut & split $200.00 FASTREMBW‘“' NEED AN LANDSCAPING & HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
Seaso”iﬁl %‘grg‘vfé’gz.%oo-oo Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts. ELECTRICIAN? BOBCAT SERVICE ment of fixtures, water heater installations,

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MISCELLANEOUS

CANAMS 1973 MX1, 125, complete
minus frame. Unused factored created
engine 175cc. 1975 TNT 250 frame/parts,
$2000. 1947 Crosby Coupe frame off res-
toration, $7500. 1999 Mom’s Buick Presi-
dential Custom Century, 54,000 miles, one
owner, registered, garaged, all scheduled
maintenance records, $5500. Late 50’s
Toro Reel lawnmower, beautifull restored
$100. Two sheets, 4x8' 1/2 inch new 3m
plexiglas $100. 165 milk crates, colonial
thru 1920 bottle cache. Historic colonial
hand-tooled redstones; Benches, Wells,
Ballards, Yankee Cobbles, Darby Marble,
ltalian Travintine, much more. 413-262-
4775.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,

We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

| SERVICES

A B Hauling and

o i
o Removal Service
'

2xx*xxxxA & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

Games, coins, sterling, Gl e,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more Donald Roy
(860) 874-8396

QUALITY FENCE INSTALLATION
20+ years experience. Free estimates.
Brodeur Construction
Call 413-388-6501

WATER IN YOUR BASEMENT?

Sump pump repairs & installations, and
other draining solutions!
Call Gary Guertin Excavating
(413)531-3538.

Look no further!
PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services
for your home or business.
Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS.
Residential electrical service, mini splits,
EV chargers, smoke detection. Fully in-
sured. Licensed #22882A. Mike 413-210-

9140.

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years expe-
rience. No job too small. Cell (413)330-
3682

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229.
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME
IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior — Finish carpentry,
framing, window & door replacement,
drywall, painting and decks.
Competitive pricing. Insured.

Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/
Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MATT GUERTIN
LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing
Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

T & S LANDSCAPING Highest quality,
lowest price. Serving the Pioneer Valley.
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, Fall and
Gutter clean-ups. (413)330-3917

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

2025
TAX TIME

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082

413-967-8364

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call For An
Appointment | 3i»

FROVIDER

Personal & Small Business

Federal & All States

J——
=
== == =,

TA

PREPARATION SERVICE
A13-34-8-2279

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.
1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com Lits
Free E-File & Direct Deposit | o |

g
BBE
Ezzia

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

PRESSURE
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks,
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts.
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

TUNE-UPS

TUNE UP & REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——

Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
21 Betinse | 22 Bsron| 23 Btse| 28 ]
% Besann | 26 Beam | 27 Beszos0| 28 P05
29 eserice | 30 eseprice | 31 Baseprice| 32 Base s
33 Bt | 34 Bestsam| 39 Peetss| 36 B sat0
37 Begaaan | I8 B | 39 e P60
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard dVISA 1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

HUBBARDSTON
§ o
NEW BRANTREE
WEST NORTH

BRINFIELD

STURBRIDGE.

- M

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

STUMP GRINDING
413-213-5470

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate,
Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

CASH FOR

ABLE

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

CANAMS 1973 MX1, 125, complete
minus frame. Unused factored created
engine 175cc. 1975 TNT 250 frame/parts,
$2000. 1947 Crosby Coupe frame off res-
toration, $7500. 1999 Mom’s Buick Presi-
dential Custom Century, 54,000 miles, one
owner, registered, garaged, all scheduled
maintenance records, $5500. 413-262-
4775.

Light Equipment

Operator /Laborer
The Granby Highway Department has a 40
hour per week position available for a Light
Equipment Operator/Laborer. This position
requires the ability to operate various types
of machinery, hand tools and equipment
(examples include lawnmowers, plows,
sanders, asphalt paving equipment). The
position is Grade 3 classification. Steps
within this grade range from $18.72- $24.42
per hour. A valid Massachusetts class A or
B CDL driver’s license is required. Special
consideration will be given to candidates
who possess the higher license class, or
additional licenses and or relevant con-
struction experience that would be deter-
mined to be beneficial to the operations of
the Highway Department. Please contact
the Highway Superintendent at 413-467-
7575 at the Highway Garage (15
Crescent St, Granby MA 01033) for
further information, a copy of the job de-
scription and /or an application for employ-
ment. Applications will be accepted through
May 1, 2025.

The Town of Huntington is seeking
a full-time Chief of Police. $75,000
- $90,000 yearly salary based on quali-
fications. Application and complete job
description are available online at www.
huntingtonma.us or by emailing ad-
min@huntingtonma.us. Deadline to
apply is 4/28/2025. Town of Huntington is
an Equal Opportunity Employer.

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
Human Resources Coordinator

The Town of Wilbraham is looking
for an HR Coordinator to join our team.
For application and more info. visit
www.wilbraham-ma.gov.
Application deadline 4/11/2025

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

HILLSIDE VILLAGE
APARTMENTS

APPLICATIONS
NOW BEING ACCEPTED FOR
ONE, TWO AND THREE
BEDROOM APARTMENTS

* Heat and hot water included
* Ample Closets

* Fully Applianced

» Community Room

* Laundry Facilities

* Cats Welcome

* Extra Storage

* 24 Hour Maintenance

For Information call

(413)967-7755 EHO

17 Convent Hill,
Ware, MA
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Town of Hampden

Notice of Public Hearing
The Hampden Planning Board
will hold a Public Hearing on
Wednesday, April 16, at 6:30
PM in the Town House, 625
Main Street, Hampden, MA to
Amend the Town of Hampden
Zoning Bylaw to establish a
Battery Energy Storage System
(BESS) Bylaw. Information re-
lated to this application is on file
in the Town Clerk’s Office and is
available for review by the public

during normal business hours.

For the Board,
Madison Pixley,
Chair of the
Hampden Planning Board
03/27, 04/23/2025

Town of Hampden
Notice of Public Hearing

The Hampden Planning Board
will hold a Public Hearing on
Wednesday, April 16, at 7 PM
in the Town House, 625 Main
Street, Hampden, MA to Amend
the Town of Hampden Zoning
Bylaw to establish an Accesso-
ry Dwelling Unit (ADU) By-
law. Information related to this
application is on file in the Town
Clerk’s Office and is available for
review by the public during nor-

mal business hours.

For the Board,
Madison Pixley,
Chair of the
Hampden Planning Board
03/27, 04/03/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden
Probate and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD25P0641EA
Estate of:

George Argyrios Poulopoulos
Date of Death: 02/23/2025
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative has
been filed by Lee-Ann Sheehan
of Monson, MA requesting that
the Court enter a formal Decree
and Order and for such other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
Lee-Ann Sheehan of Monson,
MA be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-

tration.

—

Siffordabie
ste
futions

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 04/24/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: March 27, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
04/03/2025

LEGAL NOTICE
RECORDS TO BE
DESTROYED

Hampden-Wilbraham Region-
al School District Office of Stu-
dent Services will be destroying
records for special education
students which are outdated. If
you received special education
services and your birth date is
between January 1, 2000 and
December 31, 2000, you may
request to obtain these records.
If you are interested in obtaining
your file, please call 279-3801, to
schedule an appointment to pick
up your file. Outdated records
will be destroyed on April 30,
2025.

04/03/2025

Town of Wilbraham
WILBRAHAM HIGHWAY
MATERIALS 2025

Notice of Invitation for Bids
The Town of Wilbraham in-
vites sealed bids for the purchase
of Wilbraham Highway Materi-
als 2025. Bids must be made in
accordance with all applicable
Federal, State and Town laws and
regulations and must comply in
all respects with the instructions,
conditions, specifications and
other requirements in the Invita-
tion for Bid packages.
Bid packages can be obtained
from the Department of Public
Works, Town Hall, 240 Spring-
field Street, Wilbraham, MA
01095 (413-596-2800 x208) on
Monday, March 31, 2025. Bids
in sealed, opaque envelopes shall
be marked ‘“Wilbraham High-
way Materials 2025 Bid” and
delivered to the above address by
3:30 p.m. on Thursday, April
24, 2025 where they will be pub-
licly opened and read aloud by
the Chief Procurement Officer.
All bids must be submitted on
the official Standard Bid Form,
included in the bid packages.
Bids must include the signed
Non-Collusion and Non-Dis-
crimination paperwork. No bid-
der may withdraw his bid for
a period of forty-five days, ex-
cluding Saturdays, Sundays and
Holidays, after the actual date of
opening of the bids.
The Town reserves the right to
reject any and all bids, to waive
minor informalities or irregular-
ities in any bid, and to make an
award in any manner consistent
with the law and deemed to be in
the best interest of the Town of
Wilbraham.
Tonya L. Capparello, P.E.
Director of Public Works/
Town Engineer

04/03/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P0640EA
Estate of:

Tullio G Siniscalchi
Date of Death: 02/15/2025
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative has
been filed by David W Siniscal-
chi of Monson, MA requesting
that the Court enter a formal De-
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cree and Order and for such other
relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
David W Siniscalchi of Mon-
son, MA be appointed as Person-
al Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 04/24/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: March 27, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
04/03/2025

Town of Wilbraham
Tree Warden
NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING
In accordance with Massa-
chusetts General Laws (MGL),
Chapter 87, Public Shade Tree
Law, Section 3 (Cutting of Pub-
lic Shade Trees; Hearing; Dam-
ages), the Town of Wilbraham
Tree Warden will hold a public
hearing regarding an application
for National Grid to remove pub-
lic shade trees on April 17th,
2025 at 6:30pm at Wilbraham
Town Hall conference room. Any
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Call for
more information

413-595-4096
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PUBLIC NOTICES B

person interested or wishing to
be heard on this matter should
appear at the time and place des-
ignated.

The program included a tree-
by-tree hazard assessment of
public and private trees, along
three-phase lines which serve
the community. The work is
recommended to remove hazard
trees for additional clearance in
order to reduce tree outage prob-
lems affecting large numbers of
customers served by these main
lines. National Grid’s arborists
have identified fifty-five (55)
town trees for removal along
town roads, and twelve (12) town
trees for pruning. Town trees lo-
cated within the public way that
are designated for removal have
been marked with a small red rib-
bon and posted with a notice of
public hearing in the field. Trees
designated for pruning have been
marked with a small blue ribbon.

The roads with town trees af-
fected by the program are Hunt-
ing Ln, Springfield St and Stoney
Hill Rd. A complete list of town
trees designated for removal
or pruning including informa-
tion about the location, size and
species of the affected trees and
the reason for work proposed,
is available weekdays from the
Wilbraham Town Hall and public
library during normal business
hours.

David Graziano, Tree Warden
04/03, 04/10/2025

Town of Wilbraham
BROOKMONT DRIVE
WATER BOOSTER SYSTEM
2025
Notice of Invitation for Bids

The Town of Wilbraham in-
vites sealed bids for the purchase
of the Brookmont Drive Water
Booster System. Bids must be
made in accordance with all ap-
plicable Federal, State and Town
laws and regulations and must
comply in all respects with the
instructions, conditions, specifi-
cations and other requirements in
the Invitation for Bid packages.

Bid packages can be obtained
from the Department of Public
Works, Town Hall, 240 Spring-
field Street, Wilbraham, MA
01095 (413-596-2800 x208).
Bids in sealed, opaque envelopes
shall be marked “Brookmont
Drive Water Booster System
2025 Bid” and delivered to the
above address by 3:00 p.m. on
Wednesday, April 23, 2025
where they will be publicly
opened. All bids must be submit-
ted on the official Standard Bid
Form, included in the bid pack-
ages. Bids packages must include

the signed Non-Collusion and
Non-Discrimination paperwork.
No bidder may withdraw his bid
for a period of forty-five days,
excluding Saturdays, Sundays
and Holidays, after the actual
date of opening of the bids.

Attendance is required at
the pre-bid meeting on Tues-
day April 15, 2025 at 1:00 pm
at 11V Brookmont Drive, Wil-
braham MA 01095.

The Town reserves the right to
reject any and all bids, to waive
minor informalities or irregular-
ities in any bid, and to make an

award in any manner consis-
tent with the law and deemed to
be in the best interest of the Town
of Wilbraham.

Tonya L. Capparello, P.E.
Director of Public Works/
Town Engineer

04/03/2025

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).

Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.

Thank you.

<

Computer Systems

New & Used Equipment e Trade-ins
Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses,
home offices, family systems, mobile professionals and
everyone in between is what separates POST from all the rest.

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-5177 ® www.pocosys.com

POST

Repairs e Upgrades

A specialty shop offenng a wonderful variety of fine wines,
craft beers - domestic & imported, sake, soju, mead, ciders
and a nice selection of non-alcoholic beers & wines.

6 Burt Lane, Wilbraham (In the rear of the building)
413-279-1252
Open Tues.-Wed. 2-8pm e Thurs. & Fri. 2-10pm
\_ Sat. 11am-10pm e Sun. 11am-5pm e Closed Mon. )

___,

CLEANERS, INC

Ask about
special pricing =

for first

responders

Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-3pm
Sun. 9am-2pm

Your Hometown Dry Cleaners

Family owned and operated since 1935

GET TO KNOW OUR

262 Allen St., Springfield 2 Convenient 464 NMain St., Wilbraham
Locations

413-736-5476 « parkcleaners413.com

GREAT SERVICE

15% OFF
~ DRY CLEANING
when you

pre-pay!

Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm, Sat. 9am-1pm
Sun. closed

le Waste Solutions

Your Hometown Provider for
Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Service

S 413-244-1943

A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research
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This Week in Rec
Jump-Start Your Baseball Season with Forge Athletics’ April Vacation Clinic

Dustin Brisson,
Owner Forge Athletics

WILBRAHAM - Spring is
here, and for young baseball

players, that means the start of

a new season. Forge Athlet-
ics is excited to offer a unique
opportunity to jump-start the
baseball season with our up-
coming April vacation clinic.
This clinic, taking place on
Tuesday, April 22 to Thursday
April 24 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
at Spec Pond in Wilbraham
will be an all-around camp de-

signed to build a strong foun-
dation for the season ahead.
At Forge Athletics, we are
passionate about growing the
game of baseball in western
Massachusetts. I consider it an
honor and a privilege to get a
chance to coach young athletes
and be a part of our commu-
nity’s growth. This clinic is
the perfect way for players to
shake off the winter rust and
fine-tune their skills before the
season starts. Whether you’re
looking to improve your pitch-
ing, hitting, defense, throwing,
or base running, our clinic

covers it all!

Our coaches bring a wealth
of experience and knowledge
to the clinic. We’re thrilled to
have Rich “El Guapo” Garcés,
a 12-year Major League veter-
an and Red Sox fan favorite to
work with our young pitchers
and cover throwing funda-
mentals. We will also have
Ace Adams working with our
pitching and defensive sta-
tions. Ace has over 25 years
of coaching experience at all
levels of professional baseball.
Dan Gomez will be working in
all areas of the camp, has been

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

the head coach of the West-
ern New England University
Golden Bears for the last 13
years. Other coaches include
Bryan Barnowski, Dave Wendt
and Dustin Brisson who each
have over 5 years of profes-
sional baseball experience. We
will be working with catchers,
infielders and hitting stations.
With our expert guidance,
players will receive top tier
coaching and insights that will
help them improve their game
and gain confidence going into
the season.

We are proud to be sup-

ported by local businesses like
Lia Toyota of Wilbraham, Ac-
tion Chiropractic & Physical
Therapy, T.F. Performance and
Family Care Counseling As-
sociates in Wilbraham, whose
generosity makes events like
this possible. Their commit-
ment to supporting youth
sports helps foster an environ-
ment where our athletes can
thrive.

This clinic is an incredible
opportunity for young players
to get a head start on their sea-
son. By the end of the clinic,
participants will leave with

April 3,2025

new skills, greater confidence,
and a love for the game that
will last all season long.

Registration is open at Wil-
brahamRec.com through April
14th or scan the QR code be-
low.

We look forward to seeing
you there!

/

Dr. Mary Chalino, DMD

e Cosmetic & esthetic

* Implant Services

Dr. Christopher J. Root, DMD MAGD

dentistry, whitening,

veneers, crowns & bridges

* Digital X-Rays & Photographs
* Evening appointments available
* Most insurance plans accepted

* CareCredit - A convenient
monthly payment plan

Wilboraham Dental Associates,Lic

Our friendly team

utilizing the hest

new technology available.

Hours:

Mon., Tues., Wed. 8-5
Thurs. 12-8

70 Post Office Park

Suite 7006
Wilbraham, MA 01095

www.wilbrahamdentalassociates.com

413-279-2016

CABARET from page 1

choreography by Jaqui Pana-
scian, and stage management
by Joe Lessard.

Matrision’s portrayal of
the Emcee brings a bright and
unique energy to the show and
he has this amazing flair in all
of his many jackets.

Averill does a phenomenal
job at portraying the complex-
ity of Sally Bowles, all while
being an amazing all-rounder
for the Players with her vocals.

For Morey in the role of
Cliff Bradshaw, he is portrayed
so well, a phenomenal actor
and is the moon to Sally’s sun.

Greene as Fraulein Schnei-
der, meanwhile, is a vocal
powerhouse, especially in her
number “What Would You
Do?” She brings down the
house.

Crowe as Ernst Ludwig is
the perfect mix of fun, yet ee-
rie at the same time. His work
as Ludwig is something to tru-
ly remember.

Lebelle as Herr Schultz
creates the sweetest Schultz to
take any form of “Cabaret” in
Western Massachusetts.

For Wilson’s role, she does
a brilliant job switching from
the strong woman that is Frau-
lein Kost to the party life por-
trayed by Fritzie.

The Kit Kat Boys and

Girls also take the stage in
large group numbers, bring-
ing more flair to the stage and
lighting up the room with their
energy. The number is full of
all-around amazing singers
and dancers with great facial
expressions and help keep the
energy up throughout the pro-
duction.

The Wilbraham United
Players did a phenomenal job
working on this production for
all of Western Massachusetts
and it has a very important
message that everyone should
take away from it.

Tickets are still available
for the April 4, 5 and 6 shows,
so get them soon before they’re
gone.

The April 4 and 5 shows
are at 7:30 p.m. and the April
6 show—the grand finale show
for this production—is at 2:30
p-m. All shows take place at
the Fellowship Hall Stage at
Wilbraham United Church and
reserved  seating—including
cabaret tables—are available.

Tickets are available now
at www.wilbrahamunitedplay-
ers.org.

WUP is, also, looking for-
ward to bringing back their
youth theater, the Young Unit-
ed Players, with “Seussical
Jr.,” with auditions April 25,
26 and 27, and performances
in July.
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\ f LANDMARK SINGLE FAMILY LISTINGS
.,ur B o iy STATUS ADDRESS DESCRIPTION LIST PRICE SOLD PRICE
ACT 12 Federal St. Extension, Agawam 8 room, 3 bed, 1f 1h bath Dutch Colonial $499,900
ACT 2 Anna Marie Lane, E. Longmeadow 8 room, 4 bed, 2f, 1h bath Colonial $897 500
ACT 313 Bennett Rd., Hampden 7 room, 3 bed, 2f, 1h bath Cape $525,000
w 0 R K S H 0 P . ACT 117 Buckingham St., Springfield 10 room, 7 bed, 1f, 1h bath Colonial $269,900
L ACT 21 Mountainbrook Rd., Wilbraham 7 room, 4 bed, 2f, 0Oh bath Colonial $460,999
. CTG 287 Allen St., East Longmeadow 5 room, 3 bed, 1f Oh bath Ranch $339,900
%} April 10th, 2025 CTG 117 Monrovia St, Springfield 6 room, 4 bed, 1f, 1h bath Cape $289,900
og UAG 28 Dover St., Agawam 5 room, 3 bed, 1f Oh bath Ranch $314,900
Q) 6PM-7:30PM UAG 90 Angela Dr., Chicopee 7 room. 3 bed., 2f 1h bath Colonial $475.000
UAG 84 Cote Rd., Monson 7 room, 3 bed, 2f Oh bath Colonial $359,999
UAG 170 Blanche St., Springfield 6 room, 3 bed, 1f, 1h bath Ranch $364,900
UAG 27 Oakland St., Wllbraham 8 room, 4 bed, 2f, 1h bath Colonial $489,900
SLD 8 Andrew Cir., Hampden 6 room, 3 bed, 2f, Oh bath Ranch $729,900 $805,000
RESERVE YOUR SLD 70 Moody St., Ludiow 4 room, 2 bed, 1, Oh bath Ranch $255,000 $255,000
1 SLD 210 Moulton Hill Rd., Monson 7 room, 3 bed, 2f, Oh bath Colonial $450,000 $435,000
SPOT TODAY! SLD 128 Tiffany St., Springfield 6 room, 3 bed, 1f Oh bath Cape $299,900 $304,000
SLD 299 Stony Hill Rd., Wilbraham 8 room, 4 bed, 2f, Oh bath Antique $374900 $375,000
CONDOMINIUM LISTINGS
. , SLD 5 Southwood Cir., U:5, Hampden 4 room, 2 bed, 2f, Oh bath Garden $399,900 $408,000
WE’RE LOCAL | sip 308 Miller St, U:17, Ludiow 4 room, 2 bed, 2f, Oh bath Garden, Half-Duplex $408,000  $400,000
REAL ESTATE WE’RE GLOBAL | sLD 101 Mulberry St., U:502, Springfield 3 room, 1 bed, 1f, Oh bath Mid-Rise $84,999  $91,000
;T‘-"H'*‘E"" :‘M”C:: f - SLD 270 Nassau Dr., U:270, Springfield 4 room, 2 bed, 1f, Oh bath Garden $224,900 $225,000
MULTI FAMILY LISTINGS
UAG 141-143 Berkshire St., Springfield 2 unit, 11 total rooms, 6 total bedrooms 2 Family - 2 Units Side by Side ~ $315,000
SLD 15 Page Ct., Chicopee 2 unit, 13 total rooms, 4 total bedrooms 2 Family $435,000 $400,000
SLD 13-19 South St., Palmer 4 unit, 18 total rooms, 9 total bedrooms 4 Family $379,000 $310,000
_ COMMERCIAL LISTINGS
O TN : -~- SLD 2703 Boston Rd., Wilbraham Commercial Building $385,000 $355,000
Kathy Esser Sue Rheaume 407% Lfgnfo T201n:; A;t;z;lf
348-3803 478-0671 - - . "
Search LandmarkRE.com For All Listings In Western MA

Eileen 0’Sullivan
505-9244

Dawn Rodgers
478-2605

Nick Ferrara
386-4523

John Moltenbrey
427-5176

CAREER IN REAL ESTATE? Call Us or Visit Landmark RE.com and Click on Careers

HIRING ASSOCIATES FOR OFFICES IN: Wilbraham,
E. Longmeadow, Monson, and Springfield

Art Ferrara
348-5827

Ann Marie Martin
206-1161

Sandy Wegrzyn
519-1056

Alyssa Rhodes
896-9269

Chrissy Albano
374-6254

Ann Paquette
626-6871

Zoe Czaplicki
519-9224

Linda Alston
246-8616

Steve Lortie
427-4122

Shari Lokey
218-8811

Luci Giguere
575-2837

Kathi Calabrese
374-5867

Maria D’Angelantonio
575-2898

Easy Property Search at LandmarkRE.com

Follow us on facebook.com/LandmarkLortie and instagram.com/landmarkrealtorsma
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Ask Us For A Highest Price Analysis On Your Home
Relocation Across The Country or Around The World

Sales Positions Available - Licensing Course
Market Leader -Serving Our Communities Since 1987




