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Nampden Senior Confer
St. atmcks ])a Iaunc eon

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers @turley.com

HAMPDEN - The com-
munity gathered at the senior
center on March 17 for this
year’s St. Patrick’s Day Lun-
cheon.

The festivities included a
lunch of corned beef, cabbage
and carrots, red bliss potatoes,
rye bread and dessert provid-
ed by Greater Springfield Se-
nior Services.

Sarah the Fiddler also re-
turned to perform.

Jim Dupuis, who was
celebrating his birthday, was
joined by his two sisters,
Chris and Patti, adding that
it was his sister Chris’s first
time visiting the senior center.

“I wanted to show off the
facility and what we have

Please see LUNCHEON,
page 8
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The Irish music was fired up for the crowd during the St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon on St.
Patrick’s Day, aka March 17, in Hampden.

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
PALMER, MA
PERMIT NO. 22

ECR-WSS
LOCAL POSTAL CUSTOMER

Dedicated to Improving the Quality of Life in the Communities We Serve

www.wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com

School Committee
OK’s FY27 budgets

Community speaks
out, several votes
fail before approval

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - After an
over five-hour meeting com-
prising a budget roundtable,
many public comments and
four failed votes, the School
Committee approved its op-
erating and capital budgets
on March 17.

The operating budget is
$59,848,182, inclusive of
the debt service payment
for Minnechaug Regional
High School of $1,910,150
for FY27 to HWRSD. The
assessments are as follows:
Hampden at $9,901,966 and
Wilbraham at $33,094,675.

Three MRHS gym teach-
er positions, the Green
Meadows Elementary

School teacher position,
the Mile Tree Elementa-
ry School teacher position
and the Wilbraham Middle
School Strings Program—
which were listed as pro-
posed potential reductions—
were restored to the budget.

The assessment for
Hampden also increased by
$569,181 and by $1,154,472
for Wilbraham.

The four failed votes fo-
cused on ways to help fund
the deficit for the proposed
operating budget, with com-
mittee members debating
the best course of action
before a final approval was
decided.

The capital budget,
meanwhile, is $170,000,
with assessments as follows:
$34,653 for Hampden and
$135,347 for Wilbraham.

The budget roundta-
ble comprised the School
Committee, Superintendent

Please see BUDGET,
page 10

SB meets
new shared
public
health
director

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Select-
board met the new Shared
Public Health Director, Ryan
Paxton, on March 16.

Paxton began his role in
December 2025 and recently
worked for the town of Mon-
tague. He was also a lead in-
spector for the state, worked
as a health inspector in Holy-
oke and did contract work.

“So, I've worked in a lot
of different communities in
Western Mass doing tobacco
enforcement and a little bit of
food inspections and stuff. So,
happy to be here and I think
we really hit the ground run-
ning kind of getting things
back up to speed in the differ-
ent towns,” Paxton said.

Chair John Flynn said the
town was happy about the out-
reach.

“I mean, Lily—she was
here obviously, before—and
very visible in town and I
think her attitude is like ‘I
inspect, but what can I do to
correct,” Flynn said.

Paxton agreed.

“We like coaching in a
lot of ways. We’re just trying
to get everybody to the best
place they can be in from
where they’re at now and I
think we’ve had various de-
grees of success, which you
guys have supported us on on
a few specific cases as time
goes on,” Paxton said.

Selectboard Member Don
Davenport—who serves as
Board of Health Chair—
shared the public nurse po-
sition was eliminated, a role
funded during the pandemic.

“So, you’re going to be
able to pick up the Maven. |
guess that’s the main thing,”
Davenport said.

Paxton said yes and added
access to this database has al-
ready begun.

Please see DIRECTOR,
page 15

‘The Wisdom of Eve’ is a tale of drama and excitement

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers @turley.com

HAMPDEN - The The-
atre Guild of Hampden’s
production of ‘The Wisdom
of Eve’ is a tale of drama,
excitement and a lot of
scandal.

“The Wisdom of Eve” is
adapted from the story by
Mary Orr, on which the Os-
car-winning film “All About
Eve” and the hit musical
“Applause” were based.

The cast includes
Rick Malone as Tally-Ho
Thompson, Nathan Alvarez
as Harvey, Allison Reardon
as Eve, Amanda Emet as
Vera Franklin, Andy Price
as Bert Hinkle, Andrea Sto-

lar as Leila, Heath Verrill as
Lloyd, Jeannie Wysocki as
Margo, Margie Secora as
Karen and Phil Godeck as
Clement.

The artistic director is
Mark Giza and the stage
manager is Gail Weber.

This production is ded-
icated to “a great actor and
director,” Lyle Pearsons,
“who gave so much of him-
self to everyone around
him.” Attendees will find
this dedication to Pearsons
in the program book.

The moment the mu-
sic transports you to 1950s
New York, you’re watch-
ing a true battle of wits,
aging and beauty, manipu-

Please see REVIEW,
page 5
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The cast of “The Wisdom of Eve” after a successful opening night performance on March 20.

WPL hosts Bedazzling and Henna
Workshop on HWRSD Day Off

By Natalie Proulx
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - On
Wednesday, March 11, the
library hosted a combined
event of Henna artwork and
Bedazzling Books, two of
the most popular library
workshops.

This is the first time the

library has done a “mashup”
of events. With the Hamp-
den-Wilbraham  Regional
School District out on that
Wednesday, it gave the li-
brary the perfect opportu-
nity to hold both the events
together for kids to come
down to the library on their
day off.

This

event featured

Photo courtesy of Rachel Hapgood
Teens chat with friends and bedazzle their books.

Wicked Good Henna’s Man-
dy Roberge, a henna artist of
almost 20 years. Beginning
in 2006, Roberge has used
henna as an outlet to express
not only her creativity but
help other people express
theirs.

“My entire life has been
about helping people be cre-
ative,” Roberge said.

Roberge also mentioned
her passion project that she
does within her business.

“I do free henna crowns
for anyone who has lost their
hair,” Roberge said, “It could
be from cancer treatments, it
could be from alopecia.”

Roberge added a men-
tal health condition called
Trichotillomania where an
individual may pull their hair
out due to stress.

In many cases, “women
just opt to shave their heads
to make the temptation go
away.”

Roberge made it her mis-
sion to do a free henna crown
on any one of those women.

“It’s nice to be able to
work with people in a way
that’s meaningful,” Roberge
said.

She explained that to
help others feel more beauti-

Please see BEDAZZLE,
page 4

Knights host Annual
St. Patrick’s Day Dinner

By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - On
March 14, the Knights of
Columbus 10195 held their
annual St. Patrick’s Day
Dinner in the Parish Center
of St. Cecilia’s Church.

Over 240 people attend-
ed the dinner in the Parish.
The night started with a wel-
come from Grand Knight
Josh Mitchell, thanking ev-
eryone for coming out that
night.

The dinner featured a
traditional St. Patrick’s Day
meal of roast beef, cabbage,
carrots, and potatoes. There
was also musical entertain-
ment provided by George
Flanagan, Leo Morrissey,
and Todd Rovelli. There was
also a plethora of raffle bas-
kets full of prizes for attend-
ees, donated by local busi-
nesses, organizations and
community members.

Leading the dinner’s or-
ganizational process was
event chairperson Todd Lis-
owski, who took a moment
to recognize that the entire
event was a team effort, and
appreciates everyone’s con-
tributions to the dinner.

“It’s just a coordina-
tion effort, given that all of
our subcommittees have a
handle of what needs to be

Turley photos by Noelle Hisgen
Grand Knight Josh Mitchell
welcomes everyone to the
St. Patrick’s Day Dinner.

done and get the dinner go-
ing,” Lisowski said. “T've
met some people through
the Knights that honestly
are some of the nicest guys
I’ve ever met. From a day to
day perspective, how they
treat people, their mindset,
and stuff like that. It was
where I thought I was orig-
inally getting into service as
a way to volunteer, I found
these guys. There’s a bunch
of guys that are good peo-

Please see KNIGHTS,
page 9
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Proposed Wilbraham Village Center
renovations receive public hearing

By Ben Hernandez
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - Jeff
Smith, Economic Develop-
ment Committee vice chair
and Building  Utilization
Committee chair, provided an
ongoing update to the Select
Board regarding an initiative
to overhaul the village center
on March 9.

The project, named the Vil-
lage Center Pedestrian Parking
and Traffic Safety Plan, envi-
sions a way to increase overall
safety and access to the village
center while also restructuring
access to veteran monuments
in Crane Park. This also in-
cludes a way to change traf-
fic flow at the intersection of
Springfield and Main Street.

The plan provided includes
a traffic table, a six-inch ele-
vated platform that is spaced

strategically so that tractors
rolling over it won’t make
noise. The goal of this is to
slow traffic around the inter-
section, which will also in-
volve narrowing the roadway
and improving the gradual turn
for cars around the area. The
restructure will also include an
extension to the granite pillar
and black chain at the location,
stretching it between the Pafu-
mi’s on Main restaurant all the
way to the end of the driveway
entrance by the Village Café.

Smith, who worked ex-
tensively with veteran agents,
also has plans to reorganize
the monuments located in the
town square. After extensive
consultants, the proposed plan
is to re-configure the ancillary
monuments in a horseshoe pat-
tern around the Civil War me-
morials.

“We’d kind of like it if you

moved them,” Smith said to
the Select Board as he recalled
feedback from the veteran rep-
resentatives. “The accessibil-
ity to these isn’t necessarily
perfect. They’re kind of strewn
about and they were kind of
placed arbitrarily as time went
on.”

The proposed project also
includes lighting that will be
added to the memorials, albeit
low lighting to ensure no light
pollution at night around the
surrounding area. The scope
also includes an overhaul to
parking within the area, as
there is a current issue with
accessibility to the park itself.

“We really worked closely
with them to create a config-
uration that would work well
with the park,” Smith said as
he discussed the parking plans.

He mentioned that during
the initial public feedback

meeting, which took place
on the same day prior to
his hearing with the Select
Board, there was a lot of in-
terest in accessible parking
for the aging vets. Smith also
indicated that the plans would
include several ADA spots, a
bike rack, as well as consid-
erations for electric vehicle
chargers. There is also a pro-
posed fountain complete with
a dog spout as an example for
additional amenities.

Smith also cited addition-
al landscaping improvements,
with shade trees, benches,
and some signage on the his-
tory of the park were included
as part of the proposed reno-
vations.

The signage would involve
an overview of the Crane

Please see HEARING,
page 10

Wilbraham Junior Women’s Club offers scholarship

WILBRAHAM - The
GFWC Wilbraham Junior
Women’s Club is pleased to
announce the availability of its
annual scholarship for gradu-
ating seniors at Minnechaug
Regional High School.

In keeping with the Club’s

mission to

strengthen the
community through volunteer
service and support of oth-
ers, a $1,000 scholarship will
be awarded to a student who
exemplifies these values and
plans to attend a two-year,
four-year, or other accredited

institution of higher educa-
tion.

Scholarship applica-
tions are available through
the Minnechaug Regional
High School Guidance Of-
fice. Completed applications
must be postmarked by April

1, 2026 and mailed to Katy
Reed, Scholarship Commit-
tee, 490 Glendale Road, Wil-
braham, MA 01095. Students
are encouraged to apply and
take advantage of this oppor-
tunity to support their post-
secondary educational goals.

Vegetable Gardening Class at WPL

WILBRAHAM- No ex-
perience? No problem! The
Wilbraham Public Library
will host Blackstone Valley
Veggie Gardens on Mon-
day, March 30 at 6 p.m. for
their presentation, Veggie

Gardening for Beginners.
Get some tips from a pro as
they discuss how to grow
healthy, tasty vegetables
from your own backyard.
Registration is appreci-
ated for planning purposes,

but seating is available on
a first come, first served
basis. This free program is
sponsored by the Wilbra-
ham Friends of the Library.

MONDAY

S15 Smash Burger:
with fries and
160z Stella or Bud Light

Ll |

TUESDAY

$20 Steak Night:
10 oz strip served with
mashed and veg

WEDNESDAY

All Pastas S20!
Try one in our House Made
Bread Bowls

THURSDAY

Prime Rib Night
served with potato, veg

Our Famous Brunch: Sat & Sun 9am-Noon
Booking Parties Now (25-90 guests)

SUN 9:00am-9:00pm
Mon-WED 11:00am-9:00pm
THURS-Fri 11:00am-10:00pm
SAT 9:00am-10:00pm

Ihe
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FACEBOOK

Get Local at Home with
D DOORDASH

INSTAGRAM

TheLocalTableNTap.com Bar Open Late

(413) 279-1198 » TheLocalTableNTap@gmail.com
2039 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

Correction

March 12
edition of the Wilbra-

In our

ham-Hampden  Times,
a playoff win was in-
correctly attributed to a
youth basketball team.
It was Wilbraham 7/8 B
team that had won and ad-
vanced to the champion-
ship game. We apologize
for the error.

swimmers.

Hampden Rabies Clinic
for Dogs and Cats

HAMPDEN - A Ra-
bies Clinic will held at the
Hampden Veterinary Clinic
at 28 Somers Road, on Sat-
urday, April 4, 2026 from 9
a.m. to Noon.

The cost will be $25 per
cat or dog for a one (1) year.

You may have heard
rumors of rabies vaccine
causing cancer in cats. The
Hampden Veterinary Clinic
carries the Purevax Rabies
vaccination. It is the only
nonadjuvanted rabies vac-
cine available for cats and
kittens and is specifically
designed for cats. The cost
for a three-year vaccine is
$50 and the cost for a one-
year vaccine is $25.

By Massachusetts state
law, all cats over six months
of age should be vaccinated.

A Rabies vaccination is

good for one or three years,
depending on the dog’s or
cat’s previous vaccination
history.

Make sure you bring
your two most recent rabies
certificates for the doctor to
review.

ALL CATS SHOULD
BE IN A CARRIER. ALL
DOGS MUST BE ON A
LEASH.

Our Town Clerk, Eva
Wiseman, will be available
to sell dog licenses. The
license costs $10 for male
or female dogs and $5 for
neutered or spayed dogs. A
rabies certificate is required
to obtain a dog license.

For more information,
please call the Board of
Health office at 566-2151
ext. 102.

AGE GROUPS

e GROUP 1: Ages 8 & under
and new/non-high school

Spring Sports Swap at WPL

WILBRAHAM - From
March 21 through March 27,
the Wilbraham Public Li-
brary is accepting donations
of youth sports equipment
for the following spring-sea-
son sports: baseball, soft-
ball, lacrosse, soccer, tennis,
volleyball, golf, and track &
field (please hold on to your
equipment for sports from
other seasons for future
fall and winter equipment
swaps).

Items should be gently
used, clean, in good con-
dition, and should comply
with current sports equip-
ment standards.

Examples of items the
library will accept: baseball
and softball bats, gloves,
cleats (please label with
sport & size), helmets, and
balls; lacrosse sticks, chest
and arm pads, gloves, hel-
mets, cleats and turf shoes
(please label with sport &
size), goggles; soccer balls,
cleats and turf shoes (please
label with sport and size),
bungee ball net kickers,
small practice cones, goalie
gloves, pop-up goals (must
be collapsed and secured);
tennis racquets, racquet
bags, racquet string, balls,
shoes (please label with

e GROUP 2: Ages 9-8th grade
with at least one FSC season.

e GROUP 3: High school
swimmers & approved
middle schoolers.

g2 >/

sport & size); volleyballs,
spike challengers, volleyball
blocking pads, shoes (please
label with sport & size), golf
clubs, bags, gloves, foot-
wear (please label with sport
and size), balls;track spikes
(please label with sport &
size), discuses, shotputs, re-
lay batons, turbojavs.

We cannot accept: jock-
straps, cups, mouth-guards,
soft and absorbent knee-
pads or shin-guards, full-size
javelins, anything visibly
dirty, anything stained with
mold or mildew, anything
damp, clothing including
jerseys, socks, pants, shorts,
any equipment for sports not
listed above (check back this
summer for the date for the
fall equipment swap),large
or non-collapsible goals or
rebounders.

Saturday, March 28,
from 10 a.m. until Noon,
parents and guardians of
youth athletes are invited
to shop the donations — this
event is free!

Equipment will be set
up in the Brooks Room,
organized by sport. At the
end of the event remaining
equipment will be donated
or otherwise disposed of by
library staff.

AL

Falcon Swim Club

SEASON
APRIL 27TH
STROKE

AND TURN
APRIL 6-17TH
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April teen
programs
at HPL

April Teen Programs at
the Hampden Library

Saturday, April 4 at
Noon Teen Book Bedaz-
zling

We have a variety of
bedazzling materials, just
bring a book to jazz up and
make unique.

Saturday, April 11 at
Noon Teen Silent Book
Club

Bring your own book,
audiobook, graphic novel,
etc., or borrow one of ours!
We will read quietly for the
first 45 minutes and then
talk about our books.

Saturday, April 18 at
Noon Teen Stitch and Sip

Do you like to crochet,
knit, or embroider? Bring
your project to work on
while you enjoy a tasty
mocktail! All skill levels
welcome.

All programs are for
grades 5-12. To see our
upcoming programs, Vis-
it hampden-library.org/
events.

Garden Club
meets April 2

WILBRAHAM - The
Wilbraham Garden Club
will hold its monthly meet-
ing at 12 noon on April 2,
2026, at the Saint Cecilia
Parish Center. “Saving Na-
ture, Ourselves in Our Own
Back Yards” will be pre-
sented by Master Gardener
Sharon Farmer.

Ms. Farmer will show
us how to make inexpen-
sive modifications to our
outdoor spaces to support
pollinators and reduce our
carbon footprint.

A light lunch will be
provided prior to the speak-
er. Members are welcome
to join us and there will be
a $5 fee for guests. Please
contact Anna Howell at
(413) 537-5788 with ques-
tions or to reserve your
spot.

Holy Week
Schedule

HAMPDEN - The Fed-
erated Community Church
of Hampden has shared its
Holy Week schedule for
church services.

March 29, 10 am.
Palm Sunday Service

April 2, 5 p.m., Maun-
dy Thursday Candlelight
Service

April 5, 6 a.m., Sunrise
Service at Old Cemetery

April 5, 6:30 a.m., Pan-
cake Breakfast

April 5, 10 a.m., Easter
Service
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Select Board considers hiring
four new firefighters/paramedics

By Ben Hernandez
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM “The
fire department provides great
service. They certainly seem
to have decades of experience
with them being challenged
by the amount of service they
can provide. I’'m really kind
of on the fence on this,” Clerk
Susan Bunnell said as the Se-
lect Board members opened a
hearing on hiring four addi-
tional firefighters / paramed-
ics for fiscal year 27.

The decision, presented
on March 9, comes at a time
where the town budget is ex-
periencing tremendous con-
tention. Marc Ducey, the Se-
lect Board’s vice chair, shared
his conflicting reservations
about the proposal to add new
members to the workforce.

“It’s a public safety is-
sue,” Ducey said. “It goes at
a higher level for me, so more
important.”

The board members
agreed that the issue wasn’t
about whether or not the town
needed additional firefighters,
but whether the budget would
be able to account for four
new hires within the next fis-
cal year.

Ducey stated that the hir-
ing process was contingent
upon where the budget fell
for the year.

It was during discussion
that the members identified
that they could use the exist-
ing ambulance fund to aid in
funding the needed additional
staff. The fund, which would
hypothetically cover about
75% of the hiring cost, could
serve as a way to bolster the
budget in addition to the grant
request filed by fire depart-
ment Chief Michael Andrews.

“I think we need to move
forward with two and then the

other two,” Ducey said.

He made the argument
that the two new hires should
instead be brought on in the
middle of next year with the
last two being hired at the end
of next year with the intent of
being on-boarded in the be-
ginning of 2028.

Michael Squindo, the Se-
lect Board’s chair, asked if his
proposal was influenced by
next year’s potential budget,
which Ducey confirmed yes.

“I think that the way I
would approach it is first,
what’s our recommenda-
tion?” Squindo said.

He concluded his initial
thoughts by explaining that
the current understanding of
the budget wasn’t sufficient
enough to make an informed
decision, but that the need
was nevertheless there.

Squindo stressed that the
members needed to have a
wider discussion on the bud-
get at large in order to under-
stand the resources available.

That aside, he supported
the idea of hiring new people
next year with the caveat that
the proposed hiring was con-
tingent upon available funds.

He added that the process
could be town meeting depen-
dent and could involve the Fi-
nance Committee.

“I just think that four indi-
viduals is a significant amount
of money,” Ducey said as he
proposed the motion to bring
on two firefighters and to then
re-address the rest during the
next budget cycle.

Bunnell asked if his opin-
ion would change should the
ambulance fund be available
to cover the expense.

Ducey replied that the
proposed funds would make a
difference, however, also stat-
ing that he wasn’t sure how
much of the spread the alloca-

tion would contribute.

Bunnell mentioned that
the board did specifically ask
the chief if the grant would
necessitate the requirement
to hire all four employees
at once, to which it was re-
vealed that this would not be
the case. Despite the potential
grant’s requirement to hire
four workers, there was no
mandatory timeline for the
hiring process.

Squindo estimated that the
budget for these hires to be
about $2.3 million, which is
about $300,000 more than the
initial proposal, and 25% of
the cost would be to the town
itself should the ambulance
fund be available.

Ideally the ambulance
fund would cover 75% of the
cost for the new hires. The
issue would then be deter-
mining when the hires should
be brought on. A July hiring
period would raise the bill by
another $100,000 compared
to a January hiring period.

Both prospective periods
should have the ambulance
funds available to cover the
majority cost.

“The question is, can the
budget support them?” Ducey
said

For now, the motion to
budget two firefighters for
FY27 passed 2-1, with Chief
Andrews being advised to
continue seeking grant assis-
tance for the additional hires.

“When you hire a person,
that’s probably the most ex-
pensive thing you can do,”
Ducey said. “It doesn’t go
away the next year or the third
year or the fourth year. I am
a little worried where the next
budget cycle is going to kick
in and how it’s going to im-
pact that budget cycle.”

The GFWC Wilbraham Junior Women’s
Club to hold Annual Bunny Breakfast

WILBRAHAM - The
GFWC Wilbraham Junior
Women’s Club is ready to
welcome spring with its
much-loved Annual Bunny
Breakfast on Saturday, March
28 from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. at St
Cecilia’s Church Parish Cen-
ter located at 41 Main Street
in Wilbraham.

Families are invited to
start their day with a “Bunny-
licious” Breakfast of freshly
prepared pancakes, sausage,
fresh fruits and their choice of
orange or apple juice, coffee,
tea, milk or water.

The Easter Bunny will be
hopping by to visit and take
photos with the kids. Guests
can enjoy Free Face paint-
ing, Temporary Tattoos and

TOP DOLLAR PAID

CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK

“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929

D AND M AUTO

1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

a variety of seasonal of Arts
and Crafts activities! Raffle
tickets will be available for
purchase for a chance to win
beautifully themed baskets
for both children and adults.
The GFWC Wilbraham
Junior Women’s Club would
like to thank our sponsors
The Joseph and Anna C, Dias
Jr Family Foundation and
Luso Federal Credit Union.
Luso’s representatives will be
distributing Easter- themed
items to all of the children!
The Bunny Breakfast is
a long standing, cherished
community event. Be sure to
Hop on over! Tickets are $8
for adults and $6 for chil-
dren 1-12 and those under 1
are free. Tickets can be pur-

A/

chased at the door via cash,
check or Venmo or online at
www. Wilbrahamjuniorwom-
ens.org via PayPal or Venmo.
For more information, please
contact Michele Mariani at
Shellsteno @charter.net or
(413) 531-1621.

ROBERTS ROOFS

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate e Copper e Architectural Shingles e Gutters
Historical Restoration e Flat Roofing
Snow Removal
Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsinc.com

Trusted Name Since 1982
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THE BEST FRESH

FOR SPRING!
H0]A1 Into The Greenhouse
BE °

UTIFUL BLOOMING
SPRING BULBS

Colorful Tulips

Sunny Daffodils
Fragrant Hyacinths £

6" pots 2 for $16 or$5.99 ea.

Beautiful White
Easter Lilies

-~ TRICOLOR EASTER EGG MUMS
Dreamy Blue & Pink Hydrangeas

.O................O.........E..
N

P}etty Smiling _ -2
PANSIES ¢

Bowls, Pots, Six-Packs
& Hanging Baskets

Fill Your Easter Basket

TEMPTING ASSORTMENT
OF EASTER CANDY
Chocolate Bunnies,

Gourmet Jelly Beans

Vermont “Nut Free” & “No Whey”’

Chocolate and Candy

From Randall’s Easter Kitchen

Randall’s Quiche ~ 8 Varieties
Fresh Baked Fruit Pies & Cream Pies
Apple Cider Donuts ¢ Fresh Fruit Salad
BOAR’S HEAD BONELESS
SWEET SLICE HAMS

Blue Seal, Janik &
Boar’s Head Kielbasa

Gluten Free Foods
Py FRESH & FROZEN
W Pies, Desserts,
Cupcakes & Cookies

Place Your Easter Pre-Orders

By Wednesday, April 1st
For Pick Up April 3rd or 4th

CLOSED EASTER SUNDAY

Specials March 25th - 31st

Golden Ripe Pineapples........ $3.99 each
Cantaloupes ~ Extra Large ... $3.99 each
Lemons ~ Extra Large..uussssssssseeeeeed FOF $2.00
Red Seedless Grapes ... $2.99/1
T T(0]1] J—
Yellow & Zucchini Squash...............$1,99/lb
Boar’s Head Black Forest Ham.......511.99/Ib
Boar’s Head Provolone Cheese ........57.99/Ib
Boar’s Head American Cheese.........$5.99/Ib

ALWAYS FRESH AT

DALY
FARM
& GREENHOUSE

L9

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW e 589-7071  www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM - 8PM
CLOSED EASTER SUNDAY

Find us on [T and Youl[ll)

e Overgrown property?
e Excavator Services ¢ Extreme Brush Cutting!
e Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal * Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
e Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand * Storm Clean-up ®* Small Demo ¢ Insured

413.283.8393 ¢ classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer ¢ 80 Main St., Ware
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‘Complete Works of William Shakespeare’ a
bout of belly laughs, fun and entertainment

By Noelle Hisgen

Correspondent
WILBRAHAM - On
March 20, the Wilbraham

United Players opened their
spring production of The
Complete Works of William
Shakespeare (Abridged, Re-
vised, Again).

The play features three
actors: Craig Duda, Kevin
Bechard and Joe Lessard. All
of which work together fan-
tastically.

Duda, who introduces the
audience into the world of
Shakespeare, starts the charge
to drive the audience into
not just learning more about
Shakespeare’s plays, but also
showcases and informs the
crowd into Shakespeare’s
other works.

Bechard continues to fuel

that charge with his own orig-
inal takes on Shakespeare’s
works: providing an extrava-
gant amount of comedic lev-
els to the production.

Lastly, Lessard takes this
production to another level
with his impeccable timing,
and also his unpredictable
stage presence. You never
know what Lessard has up his
sleeve, or what character he
is always willing to portray
next.

All of them come togeth-
er on the stage to deliver one
of the funniest performanc-
es to ever grace Fellowship
Hall. It is a production that
will always keep the audi-
ence guessing what kinds of
tricks the actors have up their
sleeves. All the while work-
ing together to perform over
30 plays written by Shake-

speare before their two hours
are up.

The play was directed
by Deb Trimble, who under
her leadership, showed once
again that theater is strong in
Wilbraham. The Players have
been around for 70 years tell-
ing so many stories and put-
ting them on the stage, “The
Complete Works of William
Shakespeare (Abridged,
Revised, Again)” show the
Western Massachusetts the-
ater community that they are
strong and will not be slowing
down anytime soon.

The Wilbraham United
Players are back again with
another show that will leave
audience members talking
about it as much as they can
when the show is over. This
show is one that shows that
theater in Wilbraham is some-
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thing to be proud of and cele-
brated. With its quick wit and
audience participation, audi-
ence members are certainly in
for a treat.

“The Complete Works of
William Shakespeare” runs
for another week of shows,
from March 27 and 28 at 7:30
p-m., and March 29 at 2:30
p-m. For tickets, visit wilbra-
hamunitedplayers.org.

The Wilbraham United
Players are also highly antic-
ipating their next productions
rounding off the year in 2026:
They are anticipating audi-
tions for their Young United
Player’s production of “Shrek
JR,” with auditions being held
April 29, May 2 and May 6.
Along with auditions for
“H.M.S. Pinafore”, with au-
ditions being held later in the
spring.

WPL holding
contest for
a new logo

WILBRAHAM - Wil-
braham Public Library is
looking for a new logo!
The library is hosting,
with sponsorship from the
Wilbraham Friends of the
Library, a new logo de-
sign contest. To enter, the
artist must be a resident of
Wilbraham, Massachusetts
from high school age and
up.

Entries must be origi-
nal artwork, of scannable
quality, and on 8x11.5”
paper. The logo entry must
include an animal, or an-
imals, reading a book or
books. It must also display
the words ‘Wilbraham
Public Library.’

“We are excited to open
up this opportunity to art-
ists in Wilbraham! The li-
brary is a community cen-
ter, and as such, it is fitting
that our new logo come
from a resident. What a
great way to celebrate how
important our library is to
Wilbraham!” - Melissa
Harter, Library Director.

Submissions will be
accepted at the Library
Service Desk until April
15. The design chosen will
win a prize of $250. The
winner will be announce
on April 25, 2026.

Visit us at

WWW.

.com

turiley
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ful and adorned in confidence
makes her feel good about
what she does.

Roberge has been working
with libraries and doing other
craft workshops aside from
henna for about 10 years on
and off. From helping with
gingerbread programs and
cookie decorating, to sewing,
she’s done a great variety of
events within the library.

This is all possible be-
cause of the Friends of the
Library and its sponsorship.

One attendee, who attend-
ed last year’s henna work-
shop, mentioned how getting
a henna tattoo usually costs
about $25 at a faire or festi-
val, but it was wonderful to
get that same experience for
free at the library.

The purchasing of sup-
plies for bedazzling books
was also made possible by the
sponsorship.

Rachel Hapgood, the teen
services and young adult li-
brarian, mentioned how in
terms of bedazzling materials,
there almost wasn’t enough
because of the amount of
teens who attended the event.

“Last time everyone
came with a book,” Hapgood
said. “This time there wasn’t
enough.”

Considering it was a day
off for HWRSD and the
weather was wonderful, more
people came to the library
with their friends than a typ-
ical teen night event.

“You can’t plan everything
out,” Hapgood said while de-
scribing that sometimes you

just need to let things happen

the way that they happen.
Another difference in

LOWER PRICES
T0 BOOST :
YOUR BUDGET!
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USDA INSP.
FRESH BONE-IN

planning that Hapgood men-
tioned was how the event was
formatted compared to the
two event’s previous organi-
zation. Normally for the hen-
na event, it would have been
in timed slots but considering
it was a mashup of a more re-
laxed activity, teens were able
to do their own thing, bedaz-
zling alongside the henna art.

Hapgood mentioned how
great it was for the teens to
have the library as a space
they can gather aside from
school or home.

“The event offered a fun
and relaxing activity for

the teens on their day off of

school,” Hapgood said.
Hapgood also stated that

many attendees

mentioned

Photo courtesy of Rachel Hapgood
Teens show off their henna tattoos.

that they were heading out to
the Village Cafe or Rice Fruit
Farm after the henna and be-
dazzling event.

“It made me happy to
know that the public library
was their first activity with
friends on their day off,” Hap-
good said.

One teen mentioned that
the library event on a day off
was perfect because if she
wasn’t there, she would most
likely be home watching tele-
vision and not doing much.

Living near the library,
her and her sister were able
to walk and get outside, en-
joying the freedom of the day
off from school and the sunny
weather.
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Ortega sentenced to
prison for shooting
WPD officer

SPRINGFIELD
- Hampden District Attor-
ney Anthony D. Gulluni an-
nounced that Michael Orte-
ga, 55, of Wilbraham, has
been sentenced in Hamp-
den Superior Court after
pleading guilty to multiple
charges stemming from a
January 2024 incident in
Wilbraham in which he
opened fire on responding
police officers, seriously
injuring one officer.

On the evening of Jan-
uary 20, 2024, at approx-
imately 8:20 p.m., Wil-
braham Police received a
911 text message from a
15-year-old girl who report-
ed that she and her mother
were hiding from the de-
fendant, her father and also
a resident of the home, in a
bedroom on Old Carriage
Road. Officers were imme-
diately dispatched to the
residence.

Responding officers
included Officer Cameron
Prosperi, Officer Brittani
Tassone, Officer Jack Al-
berici, and Sgt. Charles
Moore of the Wilbraham
Police Department. Offi-
cers Prosperi, Tassone, and
Alberici approached the
rear of the residence while
Sgt. Moore approached the
front.

At approximately 8:33
p.m., shortly after officers
arrived, the defendant ap-
proached the rear glass
door of the home where
the officers were posi-
tioned and began firing at
them. Officers returned fire
during the exchange.

During the gunfire, Of-
ficer Prosperi was struck
twice by the defendant’s

bullets. Officer Prosperi
sustained significant in-
juries, despite wearing

a Dballistic vest, and was
transported by police cruis-
er to the hospital. Medical
professionals later credited
the rapid transport from the
scene as instrumental in
saving his life.

As a result of the shoot-
ing, Officer Prosperi lost a
kidney, his spleen, and por-
tions of his colon, and was
at substantial risk of death.

The defendant was also
struck during the exchange
and was transported to the
hospital for treatment.

Investigators later re-
covered the firearm used
in the shooting along with
four magazines loaded
with a total of 45 rounds
of ammunition, including
large-capacity magazines
capable of holding more
than 10 rounds. Author-
ities determined that the
defendant was not properly
licensed to possess the fire-
arm.

The investigation in-
cluded review of police
cruiser footage and interior
footage from the residence,
documenting the defen-
dant’s conduct prior to the
shooting and the moments
leading up to the gunfire.
Officers reported giving
commands directing the de-
fendant to show his hands
before the defendant began
firing.

On March 16, 2026, the
defendant pleaded guilty in
Hampden Superior Court.
The Commonwealth re-
quested a lead sentence of
not less than 15 years and
not more than 20 years in
state prison, followed by
probation with conditions
including a mental health
evaluation and treatment
for alcohol abuse and an-
ger management. The court
ultimately imposed a sen-
tence of 12 to 16 years in
state prison, with additional
concurrent sentences on re-
lated counts, as well as two
years of probation from and
after the committed sen-
tence.

“When police officers
respond to calls for help,
they do so not knowing
what they will face,” said
Hampden District Attorney
Anthony D. Gulluni. “That
night, Officer Cameron
Prosperi and his colleagues
were met with gunfire.
While all the officers were
left with emotional wounds
that will never completely
go away, Officer Prosperi
suffered very serious phys-
ical injuries, as well. The
courage shown by the men
and women that evening
is a powerful reminder of
the risks law enforcement
officers take every day to
protect our communities.
I commend all the officers
involved and the Wilbra-
ham Police Department for
their heroism and selfless
service to their town.”

Wilbraham Police Chief
Edward Lennon praised
the officers’ distinguished
heroism, stating that their
actions exemplified the
highest traditions of law
enforcement service and
brought great honor to both
themselves and their de-
partment.

The case was investigat-
ed by the Hampden District
Attorney’s Office’s State
Police Detective Unit and
the Wilbraham Police De-
partment.

The  Commonwealth
was represented by Assis-
tant District Attorneys Paul
Caccaviello and Kelsey
Baran, and Victim Witness
Advocate Kristin Welch.
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FREE Estimates by Phone / Email

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS
HOLIDAY
PORK ROAST
STUFFED W/ HAM, CHEESE, |,
PEPPERS, BACON, OLIVES /SaelUNi(Ie il

S 449 HOURS: wmon. - Wed. 8-
Ib <

Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 ¢ Sat. 8-3
BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS * SELECTION  SERVICE

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRITIP
21125 CONT 2.5 60 1 B2

@ 90 Avocado St.
~ Springfield

413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
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dele Lapointe
has made \
many

transformations

this last year,

some pleasant

and some not so
much.  The most
heartbreaking change

was losing her hus-

band Frank a year ago

in January. Within four
months she made some life
altering choices; downsizing
her home, her son and his
family moving into her home
and she moving to an inde-
pendent/assisted living com-
munity. This change imme-
diately felt comfortable, like
the close-knit neighborhood
she’d moved from.

Adele has lived a very
full life from not just be-
ing the wife of a State Rep
and the responsibilities that
came with that, but many of
her own accomplishments as
well.

Being the only girl with
six brothers she was not only

Random Acts o/f

y

By Barb Turcotte

pro-

tected but learned how
to stick up for herself. She
and Frank met the year af-
ter she graduated from high
school when he’d become a
teacher at that high school.
Frank then acquired a one-
year fellowship in physics
at UCLA, so they traveled
cross country for their hon-
eymoon. While in CA, they
were members of a church
that had a group that did Ran-
dom Acts of Kindness. Adele
loved it! After their year was
done, they moved back to the
area to be closer to family and
start their own. That’s when
Frank decided to run for the
Massachusetts legislature as

a State Rep. He won
and held that posi-
tion for ten years.
This made

huge changes in
Adele’s life as

a  stay-at-home

mom. Since there

were no cell phones
or answering ma-
chines in those days,
she spent a lot of time an-
swering phones and listening
to issues. Frank was the face
people saw, but Adele was the
behind-the-scenes organizer.
Instead of her quiet family
weekends, she was expected
to accompany her husband to
all the social gatherings held
in Holyoke and Chicopee.
Many of these gatherings be-
ing formal they required for-
mal attire, so with her sewing
ability she made herself over
twenty gowns.

Adele didn’t just use her
sewing talents on herself and
her daughter, once making
them matching Easter outfits,
but voluntarily made cur-
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tains for the Chicopee May-
or’s office. They still hang
there with his assistant telling
Adele she was very impressed
as she thought they were pro-
fessionally made.

In their neighborhood
they had a Community Cen-
ter and she’d made drapes
for there too. Frank and she
also served on the Executive
Board for the Center. Adele
additionally worked Bingo
each week and then became
the cook. While Frank volun-
tarily wrote a monthly news-
letter, Adele would design
and print them. Then when
he did movie reviews for lo-
cal TV stations, Adele created
the website for that endeavor.

Their volunteering didn’t
end with the Center, but also
encompassed their neighbor-
hood. Adele would listen to
a neighbor with Alzheimer’s
repeat the same stories over
and over, while Frank and
some others would help their
elderly and disabled neigh-
bors with various tasks. He

was also instrumental in se-
curing federal funds to help
some of them obtain home
improvements such as new
steps and siding.

Their home has really
gone full circle with their
son and his family buying
his childhood home and now
having neighbors that he grew
up with surrounding them.

Once again Adele’s life
changed when Frank was
no longer a State Rep. With
the kids now older she found
her own niche. She said for
many years she’d just been
known as, “Frank’s wife”,
but that was about to change.
She sold real estate for sev-
eral years, becoming the of-
fice manager and agent for
the real estate company. She
went on to do public relations
for the Springfield Board of
Realtors. She was then asked
to help with a challenging
job, helping start a mortgage
company. The opportunity to
start a new real estate com-
pany came her way and she
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mastered that as well. She
ended her career as a Finan-
cial Social Worker with Med-
icaid helping people when
moving into nursing homes.

Together she and Frank
enjoyed many traveling ad-
ventures seeing about 3/4th
of the US states, including
Alaska and Hawaii. They
also relished their voyages to
the Carrabian, Mexico, Italy,
London, Paris and Australia.
Her favorites being Hawaii
and Australia.

Adele and her husband
have two children and have
been fortunate to have four
grandchildren. A boy from
her daughter and husband and
triplets from her son and his
wife. As she described the
various personalities of her
children and grandchildren,
it’s obvious that they’ve all
learned the importance of giv-
ing back by doing their own
Random Acts of Kindness.

Please see RANDOM,
page 15

REVIEW from page 1

lation, obsession and even a
nice helping of revenge, all
mixed together in a scandal-
ous, but exciting cautionary
tale against the backdrop of
Broadway.

Wysocki’s Margo is a true
diva: captivating, sympathetic
and truly human every time
she comes out on stage. She
channels the aging star with
a touch of grace, fear and
power, as the power struggle
between her and Reardon’s
Eve is a driving force in the
production. She, also, shines
when arguing with the men
and holding her own to get
her way, which brings juicy
drama.

Reardon’s performance of
Eve is a tour de force in ev-
ery scene she’s in, especially
when she’s up against Sec-
ora’s Karen, channeling the
deepest, most cunning and

quite mortifying traits to get
what she wants and thrive in
her career. They say if you
hate a character, then you
know the person playing said
character has made it their
own and one to remember.
It’s psychological in nature,
but also, quite fascinating.

As for our leading men
in Verrill’s Lloyd and Go-
deck’s Clement. They remind
me of puppets driven by the
women, and their actions or
consequences up the ante of
what’s at stake. A true battle
of egos especially comes with
Verrill’s Lloyd, who hungers
in power and whose passion
as a playwright, unwittingly,
brings the trouble that un-
folds with the leading ladies
through his choices.

Godeck’s Clement is truly
the most moral of the bunch
and just wants his wife to be
happy, seeing what is to come

before everyone else does.
His ignored warnings defi-
nitely paint that cautionary
tale early on, and from there,
the audience watches the con-
sequences unfold while he
tries to keep things stable,
even when his hands are tied.

Secora’s Karen also has
quite a character arc, which I
will not spoil here. She beau-
tifully performs the flaws and
good sides of Karen with a
ton of comedic timing and
supportive best friend tropes,
revealing desperation and the
emergence of a dark side. Her
monologues as narrator look-
ing back in time are also a
standout, as we are reminded
that this is, in fact, a caution-
ary story.

We also cannot forget the
rest of the cast.

Alvarez’s Harvey reminds
me of the unwitting pawn in a
game of chess, moved about

You are invited to Holy Week and Easter Sunday Worshlp
at Hampden Federated Community Church

* Maundy Thursday - April 2 - 5 p.m. (Candlelight Service)
e Sunday Sunrise Service - April 5 - 6 a.m. (at Old Cemetery)
e Sunday Easter Service - April 5- 10 a.m.

For more information, please contact
Church Office at 413-566-3711

590 Main Street, PO Box 246
Hampden, MA 01036 * (413) 566-3711
hampdenfederated@gmail.com
www.hampdenfederatedchurch.org

FED]ERATED COMMUNITY CHURCH

to help Eve get where she
needs to be, with lust and se-
duction making him the fool.
He does have a touch of mo-
rality, but only comes when
he gets his wits about him.
Also, his scene readings with
Eve offer hilarity and light-
hearted moments.

Stolar’s Leila steals the
show in her brief appearanc-
es throughout the production,
playing the part of a fly on
the wall as the action unfolds.
She serves as a sort of guard-
ian angel to Margo when
it’s needed most, not easily
fooled by the goings-on. One
should never underestimate
the secondary characters, as
they know more than the oth-
ers.

Malone’s Tally-Ho
Thompson provides an un-
expected touch of hilarity
for myself and my corre-
spondent, Noelle Hisgen,

representing the uglier side
of media through tabloid fod-
der and rumors, manipulation
and twisting words around to
drive a narrative. That only
added fuel to the fire of a tin-
derbox about to explode. I'm
glad we don’t specialize in
that, and we’re thankful we
don’t.

As for Price’s Bert Hin-
kle? Well, no surprise there
in power moves as the agent,
who takes pleasure in being
a witting pawn for Eve, es-
pecially when it brings in the
money. Hinkle’s appearance
is brief, but all so memorable
for highlighting greed, which
drives Eve’s ambitions even
further.

Lastly, Emet’s Vera
Franklin serves as a bookend
to the power struggle of ag-
ing, beauty and idealism, be-
coming the next generation of
stardom to enter the fold. Her

naivete, starry eyes and in-
nocence provide a nice spec-
trum of the celebrity career.
Her as the beginning, Eve in
the middle on the rise and
Margo at the end in her prime
and peak, trying to preserve
what she has left. This creates
a storybook touch to the con-
tinuous struggle all women
face, especially on Broadway
and later in Hollywood.

If you’re looking for a
true escape into a world of
mistakes, gossip and the dark
sides of power, ambition and
the human condition, have the
popcorn ready. You’ll need it
for this one, and it will be
quite appetizing.

Make sure to catch this
show before it wraps up by
getting your tickets at the
door or online at theatre-
guildofhampden.org.

Happy community theater
season!

April 2nd

April 3rd

April 5th

Palm Sunday
March 29th

8:30 a.m. Spoken Worship
10:00 a.m. Festival Worship*

Maundy Thursday

6:00 p.m. Supper
7:00 p.m. Worship*

Good Friday

12:00 noon Stations of the Cross
7:00 p.m. Worship*

Easter Sunday

Christ the King
Epiphany Church

8:30 a.m. Spoken Worship
10:00 a.m. Festival Worship*

A beautiful joining of the Lutheran
and Episcopal traditions.”

758 Main St., Wilbraham

(across from Rice Fruit Farm)

ctke.org

YouTube: Christ the King-
Epiphany Church Wilbraham

*Services available on livestream.
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Holy Week Schedule

March 29 - Palm Sunday Worship 10 a.m.

April 2 - Maundy Thursday Worship 7 p.m.

April 3 - Good Friday Worship 12 noon
April 5 - Easter Worship 10 a.m.

All are welcome!

All are invited!

: _+ Wilbraham United Church
S 500 Main St., Wilbraham, MA
(413) 596-2511 - —
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

)

Dear Rusty:

The time is nearing
that I want to move from
my current Social Securi-
ty survivor benefit to my
own SS retirement benefit
at 70 years of age.

I have been look-
ing more deeply into the
application of Delayed
Retirement Credits and
I have read that DRCs
accumulated in the year
that I turn 70, September
2026, will not be effective
when I actually turn 70.
Rather, those DRCs won'’t
be paid until the following
year. Can you verify that
this is correct? I presume
that if the DRC’s are not
applied at age 70, that
they will be applied some-
time after the first of the
year and any increase
will be paid retroactively.

Signed: Retiring
Soon

Dear Retiring Soon:

The Delayed Retire-
ment Credits you speak
of have accumulated at
the rate of 8% per year
(.667% per month) since
you reached your SS Full
Retirement Age, which
means that at age 70 your
monthly SS benefit will
be about 129% of the
amount you were enti-
tled to at your FRA of 66
years plus 4 months.

However, your under-
standing of how DRCs
will work for you at age
70 is not correct. If you
claim for your Social
Security retirement ben-
efits to begin in Septem-
ber 2026 (the month you
turn 70) you will receive
all DRCs, you have accu-
mulated up to that point
in time. In other words,
you will get your full age
70 benefit amount im-
mediately, including all
DRCs earned until then,
effective with your first
SS retirement payment,
which you will get in
October 2026. What you
have likely read about

When will I get full credit for
delaying my SS retirement?

is that DRCs work a bit
differently for those who
claim SS after their full
retirement age, but before
their 70th birthday month.

For those who claim
mid-year but before age
70, only DRCs earned
through the end of the
preceding year are ini-
tially applied and DRCs
earned during the current
year are not paid until the
following January. This
results in a loss of some
SS benefit between the
time benefits start and
the following January,
because only the amount
earned as of the end of
the previous year are first
paid, and the full number
of DRCs earned during
the current year are ap-
plied in January.

But, as is the case for
you, when benefits are
claimed to start in the
month you reach 70 years
of age, all DRCs earned
up to the month of your
70th birthday are imme-
diately applied. Congrat-
ulations on selecting a
strategy which will maxi-
mize your monthly Social
Security benefit.

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed by
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other
governmental entity. This
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and
does not represent legal
or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions
and interpretations of the
Association Mature Cit-
izens Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited
by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, Vis-
it amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at
ssadvisor @ amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is
a Social Security advisor

for AMAC.

.

n Oakham
resident
saw a yel-

low-bellied sap-
sucker also known
as  yellow-bellied
woodpecker at her
suet feeder earlier
this month.

They have a
long pointed bill
and the typical
black and white
feather pattern of
the downy and
hairy woodpeckers.
Sapsuckers are larg-
er than downy woodpeck-
ers and smaller than hairy
woodpeckers. The yellow
feathers are muted and not
that visible as the resident
noted. They also have ver-
tical, white wing patches.
Both adult males and fe-
males have a red forehead.
However the male has a
red throat and the female,
a white throat. Their young
have brownish coloration,
but they do have the white
wing patches

As the name sapsucker
implies, these woodpecker

Male yellow-bellied sapsucker
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By Ellenor Downer

.,

drill holes, row after row, to
get at the sap found in many
native species of trees such
as aspen, birch (paper and
yellow), elm, eastern hem-
lock, sugar maple, etc.in
springtime. Other birds such
as ruby-throated humming-
birds, bats and insects also
drink from these “sap taps.”
People who burn wood
most likely have seen the
neat rows of holes drilled
by the sapsucker in some of
the wood from their pile.

Please see BACKYARD,
page 15

This is in response to the
letter to the editor” “HWEA
asks for support to schools”
from the Hampden Wilbra-
ham Education Association.

In the first three para-
graphs they strongly imply
they want to push through
yet another Proposition 2 1/2
override. I couldn’t disagree
more. I have to question this
need when according to The
Reminder, the Superintendent
of Schools Mr. John Provost
said enrollment has declined
over 21% in the last 18 years.
To say the least, the optics of
trying to burden the taxpay-
ers with an override at a time
when enrollment has dropped
so steeply is beyond poor.

I am not a person who
opposes tax increases just
because it is a tax increase.
However, this is the same
school department who IM-

Letters /o (/e Editor
No more budget overrides

MEDIATELY after giving
us not one, not two, but three
overrides votes would not
even initially close Thornton
Burgess School to save mon-
ey. It was this middle finger
to the taxpayers that made me
determined not to support any
tax increase or 2 Y2 override
from this school department
under any circumstances
whatsoever.

And when two of these
overrides failed, they still
managed to repair the roof
at Wilbraham Middle School
and address the issues at
Soule Road Elementary
School. It is my opinion that
they didn’t even try to find
alternate sources of funding
before trying to stick it to the
taxpayers.

We need to send a strong
message to this School Com-
mittee that we will no longer

tolerate this blatant disregard
towards their responsibilities
to the taxpayers, and their
blatant disregard towards the
meaning of the word ‘bud-
get’. They also need to learn
that the taxpayers are not
their personal ATM to use
whenever they please.

Have they ever considered
selling one of the closed down
schools? It would generate
money plus eliminate mainte-
nance costs for that building.
Memorial School would be
a good candidate, which has
been closed since 2010, and
according to a google search
has “high maintenance costs
and deterioration”.

NO MORE
RIDES!

OVER-

Al Levinson
Wilbraham

On the look out for a nice lawn

I don’t have an especially

nice lawn. Looking out
the window further proves it.

It is early in the year and
all, so the shades of brown I
see are pretty common, but
there are some lawns that
are greening up nicely while
mine is definitely not.

My mind always goes to
thoughts of green as we
approach St. Patrick’s
Day. 1 wonder if
that’s why my Irish
dad enjoyed caring
for his lawn
so much?

One of his
spring rituals
was to rake
it. I remember
him out there
working  his
way  across
the yard a lit-
tle at a time,
making pile
after pile of
dead  grass,
leaves and
small sticks.

This was the just the first
job in a season’s worth of
work aimed at growing good
turf. Chances are that once
the ground dries a bit you’ll
be out there too, clearing the
lawn of winter debris and en-
joying some long awaited sun
on your back.

Find out what else you
can do (and I should too) to
achieve an attractive green-
scape with a minimal com-
mitment.

Don’t mow so low, or as
often. Mowing at a height
of about three inches will
encourage a healthy lawn.
Why? Taller grass shades out
developing weed seedlings.

It also makes large, estab-
lished weeds more suscep-
tible to mower damage (the
more surface area of the weed
that is removed, the more
weakened it becomes.)

High mowing also fosters
deep root growth. Deep roots
sustain the lawn during peri-
ods of drought.

Keep mower blades sharp-

I’ll be the first to admit that

ened for the cleanest possible
cut.

Water efficiently and ef-
fectively. If you set up sprin-
klers each season to water the
lawn for you, take some time
early in the season to position
them so that water isn’t wast-
ed on sidewalks or driveways.

%

\the

Mark the location and set
up will be a no-brainer each
time.

To grow best, grass re-
quires an inch of moisture
each week, more if your soil
is sandy. Do the tea cup test
to determine how much water
your sprinklers emit and at
what rate. Simply place a tea
cup or other container on the
lawn and turn on the sprin-
kler, check every five minutes
or so until water reaches the
inch mark.

Now you can set a tim-
er, or turn off the sprinklers
manually knowing your lawn
has gotten its weekly drink.
Most people know that early
morning is the best time to
water the lawn. By watering
early in the day less moisture
is lost to evaporation.

Grass is also less prone to
fungal diseases because it has
a chance to dry before night-
fall.

Know your soil. A friend
of mine who knew a lot about
turf once told me that if I

SPIKING RIGHT
THROUGH THE
ROoF "’

sults of your test, rec-

ommendations will

be made as to
\.

were to apply one thing to my
lawn each season it should be
lime. Grass can’t grow well,
or fight off diseases or bugs
for that matter, if it isn’t get-
ting the nutrients it needs.
Many nutrients are bound
up until the pH is corrected.
Get a soil test and specify on
the order form that you wish
to grow grass, as results for
flower or veggie gardening
may differ.
Based on the re-

the type of lime
to use and at
what application
rate. For more
information con-
tact the UMass
Extension or
www.umass.edu/
plsoils/soiltest.\
Here are some
interesting grass
facts: Did you
know that ac-
cording to a poll
(sponsored by
Briggs and Stratton) 64% of
homeowners wish they had a
better lawn? Or that 63 mil-
lion households own at least
one lawn mower?

The Professional Lawn
Care Association estimates
that a well-maintained lawn
can increase the value of a
home by up to 20%.

This was probably of little
concern to Presidents Wash-
ington and Jefferson...they
were the first to have lawns as
we know them today but they
were maintained by sheep!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 34 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com  with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.
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Editorial
Policy

Letters to the editor should be
350 words or less in length. No un-
signed or anonymous opinions will be
published. We require letter writers to
include his or her town of residence
and home telephone number. We
must authenticate authorship prior
to publication. We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any submissions
deemed to be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, personal
attacks, defamation of character and
offensive language. All unknown or al-
leged facts and quotations offered by
the author need to cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send letters to: Editor,
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 24 Water
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to krivers@
turley.com. The deadline for submis-
sions is Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy

The TIMES will gladly correct
factual errors that appear in this paper
and can be substantiated. Corrections
or clarifications will always appear on
the editorial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in an e-mail
or mailed communication to the editor
at the above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES
is published every Thursday by Turley
Publications, Inc. One year out of town
subscriptions are available at $45, out
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission
of news material, letters to the editor
and photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The
TIMES is not responsible for submit-
ted photos.

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Wilbraham-Hampden
Times welcomes readers to
participate in this year’s election
campaigns by writing letters to
the editor for publication on these
pages. Letters of up to 250 words
from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing
campaign issues should be sent
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times,
care of Turley Publications, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed
10 413-289-1977 or emailed to
krivers@turley.com. Please include
a daytime telephone number for
verification purposes (it will not be
printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered
for that Thursday’s newspaper.

No attack letters will be printed.
No letters written by candidates
supporting their own candidacy
will be printed. If the volume of
letters received is larger than the
space available in the newspaper,
or if the letters become repetitive,
the newspaper reserves the right
to print a representative sample.
No endorsement letters will be
printed in the last edition before the
election.

For more information, call the
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election
coverage, the newspaper plans to
print stories about contested races
for Congress, state Senate, state
House, district attorney and Gov-
ernor’s Council during the weeks
leading up to the election, as well
as a question-and-answer voters
guide. In order to ensure fairness
1o all candidates, no political press
releases will be printed, nor will
reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to
further publicize their candidacy,
beliefs and events may contact ad-
vertising, 413-283-8393 about paid
advertising in Wilbraham-Hampden
Times.
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Motor vehicle crash in Hampden
leads to discovery of illegal firearm

| Love,
Photo and caption courtesy of Hampden Police Department i . M Om, .D ad i
HPD responds to accident & Peyton |

On March 12, drivers were advised to avoid Mill Road i " S = *
. except for local traffic due to a crash and the road was = e T e o e
: closed. It later reopened.

Photo and caption courtesy of Hampden Police Department

On March 15, officers responded to Somers Road for a mo-
tor vehicle crash. When officers arrived on scene they located a
single motor vehicle off the roadway with heavy damage. After
speaking to the operator, he exhibited signs of intoxication and
became uncooperative with police. He refused to remove his
hands from his pockets and after a brief struggle with officers,
a loaded firearm was located hidden in his pocket. This firearm
was not registered, and he did not have a firearms license.

Cody Xavier of Monson was charged with the following:

OUI Liquor .08%

Open Container of Alcohol in Vehicle

License Not in Possession

Negligent Operation of a Motor Vehicle

Marked Lanes Violation

Carrying a Loaded Firearm Without a License

Possessing Ammunition Without FID Card

Minor in Possession of Liquor

|
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A visit from Choo-Choo Charlie

Submitted photos Melissa Harter
Thank you Choo-Choo Charlie for a super fun visit! He even
stopped by our Service Desk for some reference help! Check
out our calendar for future opportunities to visit with him!
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LUNCHEON from page 1

going on here, and having
a great time,” Dupuis said.
“It’s special because the way
that things are going with this
country and everything in this
world nowadays, something
like this where you get out for
an hour, a couple hours, ev-
erybody just has a great time.
Everybody chills and just gets
along together. It feels like
family, that’s what it feels
like. Like one big, giant fam-
ily, especially when they all
sang Happy Birthday to me.”

Dupuis has celebrated his
birthday at the luncheon be-
fore and it is also a good time
because he volunteers at the
senior center.

“Most of these folks are
like my best friends. When
I come here, it’s like ‘Hey,
Jim’s here!” Like with Cheers
when you used to walk in the
bar. When I walk in here, it’s
just like that,” Dupuis said.

He hopes the senior center
can do more themed events
like this.

“Maybe in the future,
we’ll start doing more things,”
Dupuis said.

Executive Director Rebec-
ca Moriarty shared this event
sells out fast every year, elat-
ed with the turnout.

“This is always a very
popular event here in Hamp-
den and we know that as soon
as we open phone lines for
people to reserve their seats, it
won’t take long before we are
completely full. It was no ex-
ception this year as 120 peo-
ple signed up for and attended
the luncheon,” Moriarty said.
“We are always happy to have
a full house for events and we
are glad when so many people
are able to get together, enjoy
each other’s company, good
food, great music and fun af-
ternoon.”

Moriarty said the staff and
volunteers love to “celebrate
holidays and events that are
important to people,” with St.
Patrick’s Day one of the big
ones.

“We are always pleased
at the end of the day when
we’ve had a sold-out, won-
derful event. It takes the entire
team of staff and volunteers
together to make events like
this happen. When people go
home at the end of the day
and tell us what a great time
they had, we know it was a

Start your smile journey today!
Scanto book a complimentary consult.

‘ ot. Pat

Jim Dupuis, the birthday boy, with his sisters Chris and Patti.
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Lil Fedora, Claudia Kapinos and Caryn Greco, the faithful volunteers, decked out in St. Patrick’s

Day garb.

success,” Moriarty said.

As for what’s coming up
in April, Moriarty said April
is “packed with great things”
to come.

“April is National Pet
Month, Pickleball Month and
April 22 is Earth Day and we
have programs to celebrate.
Bright Spot Therapy Dogs
(and our therapy dog Tripp)
will be here on April 7. We
are bringing breakfast back

on April 8. Green Valley Pre-
school is coming for an In-
tergenerational Program on

ORTHODONTICS

E] Dr. Ana Serrenho

100% locally owned and operated

The community of
Hampden brought out
the St. Patrick’s Day

garb to celebrate St.
Patrick’s Day.

Turley photos by Kristin Rlvers
A close-up shot of the St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon meal.

April 15, Pickleball Lunch
and Learn on April 17, TJIO
Animals Foundation on April
28 and Second Chance An-

Available evenings

and Saturdays

E_.r (", THE

SHENANIGANG o

imal Services on April 29,”
Moriarty said. “We also have
a great day planned for Earth
Day on April 22 with the
Hampden Garden Club and a
presentation from the Conser-
vation Commission. On top of
all of the other great ongoing
programs we offer, April is
going to be a busy month!”
Sarah the Fiddler, real
name Sarah Lynn Michel
DaSilva, was excited to be
back in Hampden on St. Pat-
rick’s Day, calling it “a bless-

])ay ]ﬂunch(fm

L.

Receptionists Joi Giuggio and Sharon Woodin greeted

attendees in the festive spirit.

ing” to perform for everyone.

“What a wonderful audi-
ence to perform for. It seems
as though everybody has the
spirit of the Irish in them to-
day,” Michel DaSilva said.
“Because it falls right on St.
Patrick’s Day. We are very
fortunate to be here and to
celebrate and, I'll tell you,
walking in that room and
smelling all of that corn beef
and cabbage. Yeah, it certain-
ly smells like St. Patrick’s
Day. It’s a wonderful thing.”

Michel DaSilva shared
that a new album was recent-
ly put together at the oldest
drum factory in Granville,
MA, called Noble and Cool-
ey, to celebrate America’s
250th birthday this year.

“It’s kind of an interest-
ing connection because my
family’s in the lumber busi-
ness and my family would
give Noble and Cooley wood
to make drums, and when
I found that out, I decided
to have my family cut some
trees from Chesterfield, and
Noble and Cooley made
some drums out of trees off
of my grandpa’s land, and
that’s how the connection was
made,” Michel DaSilva said.
“We discovered that they had
a sound recording studio, so
we went in and recorded this
album. We were just so in-

spired walking into that facil-
ity. They still make drums the
old-fashioned way, which is
steaming and bending it. It’s a
process that can take up to 10
to 12 months just to make one
drum. It’s really neat though.
That’s how they used to do it
and they used to make drums
for the Civil War. So, the Civil
War album kind of came out
of that.”

As for favorite songs
she enjoys performing, they
include “Danny Boy” and
“America the Beautiful.”

“That’s what being a fid-
dler to me is about. It’s bring-
ing us all together. It doesn’t
matter your ethnicity or your
culture, your heritage. Ameri-
can music brings us together,”
Michel DaSilva said.

Moriaty’s message was
this.

“We are so happy that ev-
eryone enjoyed the St. Pat-
rick’s Day Luncheon and we
thank Sarah the Fiddler and
her team for being here and
providing such great musical
entertainment. We encourage
everyone to pick up a copy of
the April Scribe to see all the
great things we have coming
over the next month and into
May when we will celebrate
Older Americans Month,”
Moriarty said.

TR E E

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work - Stump Grinding
Crane Service - Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 « office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net
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KNIGHTS from page 1

ple that kind of get the same
mindset as it gets to me.”

In attendance was Grand
Knight Josh Mitchell, who
was warmly welcoming
people into the dinner, while
also taking photos for the
Knight’s social media pages.

“It’s a great communi-
ty event for our parish as a
whole,” Mitchell said. “Up-
most 240 people are here
today, which is just out-
standing. Coming from the
COVID times where it was
kind of depleted, and I got
resurgent folks wanting to
just have a good meal, have
a good chat, have a beer, do
some raffles. So, it’s good to
have that camaraderie back
once again.”

Also in attendance was

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

Knight Dr. Thomas Wadz-

| Rosemary Oldread . i
inski, who was out volun-

(Left-Right) Leo
Morrisey and George
Flanagan invite
everyone to join in
and sing.

ﬂtﬂ

Father James

Nolte leads
everyone in a
prayer before the
dinner.

Page 9

teering at the dinner.

“It’s certainly a great
event to bring people to-
gether in the community,”
Wadzinski said. “Having
something that just brings
people together, spring is
kind of around the corner, it
gets people out doing some-
thing. It’s nice, and certainly
for the Knights, we fund-
raise a lot through this event
which helps us support local
charities.”

It was a wonderful night
to celebrate St. Patrick’s
Day with family and friends
alike, enjoying good food
and singing fun songs to-
gether. All the while sup-
porting a great local organi-
zation in Wilbraham.

For more informa-
tion about the Wilbra-
ham Knights of Columbus
10195, check out kofcwil-
braham.com.

Turley photos by Noelle Hisgen
Volunteers warmly serve food to attendees.

SPRING IS HERE!

Try Our New Spring
Cocktails & Martinis

SUNDAY BRUNGH
Sundays 10:30-2:30

(Plus Qur Regular Menu Until 8pm)

Featuring Our Build Your Own
b’/ooaj/Maa/& Mimosa b’ar'

Bar & Grille

EST. 2016

LIVE MUSIG!

EVERY THURS., FRI. & SAT.

Thursday 3/26
Jake Kordas
Friday 3/27
Luther
Saturday 3/28
John Cantalini

LUNGH

Serving: Thurs. - Sat. 11:30
and Sun. 10:30

$18 PRIME RIB W|NE DOWN
NIGHT EVERY TUESDAY \wEDNESDAYS $20

APPY HOUR' $20 STEAK N BREW
FUERY SUNDAY NIGHT

2341 Boston Rd.. (Rt. 20), Wilbraham, MA

A413.269.2020

route20barandgrille.com

Watch
For Our
Deck
Opening
Soon!

SERVING: TUES. & WED. 4-9PM ¢ THURS.11:30AM-9PM
FRI. & SAT. 11:30AM-9:30PM ¢ SUN. 10:30AM-8PM
WITH EXTENDED BAR HOURS EVERY NIGHT
RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED FOR PARTIES OF 6 OR MORE

L

LET’S GO OUT!

Your Local Favorite Restaurants

L
-+
.
di Hampden House

1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA
413-566-8324

Now

Taking
Reservations !

For '
Easter
Sunday
Brunch

April 5th

Spring
is Here!

/ NEXT SPECIAL

BOOK YOUR
FUNCTION WITH US!
Showers, Christenings,
First Communions,
Rehearsal Dinners,
Weddings, etc.

See our website for our Banquet & Catering Menu
FAMILY STYLE MEALS

Serves up to 6 people e Visit Our Website For Menus
JOIN US FOR LUNCH!
Friday, Saturday, Sunday
LIVE MUSIC FRIDAYS

Visit Facebook For Lineup

lacucinahampden.com
Mon.-Thurs. 3-9pm, Fri. & Sat. 11:30am-10pm & Sun. 11:30am-9pm

LOUNGE OPEN & PIZZA 7 DAYS ¢ BAR OPEN LATE!



Page 10

Shred Day Fundraiser
set for April 24

HAMPDEN - SAVE
THE DATE: Friday, April
24, from Noon to 2 p.m.,
Pro Shred will be at the
Hampden Senior Center
Parking Lot, located at 104
Allen Street in Hampden.

Once again, The Friends
of The Hampden Senior Cit-
izens will hold this fundrais-
er to assist you in disposing
of your documents that need
to be shredded. This notice
will allow you time to gath-
er all those important papers
and place in a box or bag.

We can allow only five
boxes (paper copier size)
per car or five kitchen size
trash bags. Limit is total of
five per car. Pro Shred is not
charging for this event but
the Friends of The Hamp-
den Seniors will appreciate
any monetary donation that
you would like to donate.
We look forward to seeing
you all there.

HEARING from page 2

family, who donated the
land to the town “way back
when things were measured
in furlongs and oak trees,”
which Smith identified as a
way to “pay homage to that
family.”

Regarding the change
to pedestrian access to the
village center, Smith stated
that the project represen-
tatives were working with
the town engineer to ensure
the plan complies with fed-
eral and state standards, as
well as making sure that the
measures are aligned with
best practices for managing
traffic at a small New En-
gland town scale.

“We are not unique in
having this type of town and
experiencing growth and
more traffic,” Smith said as
he described the research
and legwork that goes into
a plan like this. “A lot of
these things have been done
before in other areas and
there’s some bench-mark-
ing for that.”

The next project steps
will include the plans being
posted on the town website

as well as a plan history and
the reasons for the renova-
tions. An additional meet-
ing, which is proposed to
take place on April 1 at the
Wilbraham Senior Center,
is scheduled to address any
public concerns and solicit
further community feed-
back.

“We didn’t want to sub-
mit something half-baked
to the public,” Smith said
when explaining why he
also created a second abut-
ters letter. The updated
document mentions that the
targeted area has increased
from 300 feet to 600 feet,
doubling the initial pro-
jected affected radius. This
information will also be
posted on the town website
to provide full transparency.

“This is a concept,”’
Smith said. “This is an idea.
This has not been funded. It
took us like three years to
get this piece of paper in
front of you (referring to
the Select Board) right now
and if there’s any concerns
about shovels being put into
the ground any time soon, [
can guarantee that that ain’t
gonna happen.”

BUDGET from page 1

Dr. John Provost, Assistant
Superintendent for Finance,
Operations and Human Re-
sources Dr. Douglas Slaugh-
ter, Josh Dixon, director of
Student Services, Lisa Cur-
tin, director of Curriculum,
Instruction and Professional
Learning, members of the
Hampden Selectboard and
Wilbraham Select Board,
Town Administrator Nick
Breault, Advisory Committee
Chair Doug Boyd, Adviso-
ry Committee Member John
Matthews, Finance Commit-
tee Chair Todd Schneider,
State Rep. Angelo Puppolo,
Jr. (D-Springfield), State Rep.
Brian Ashe (D-Longmeadow)
and State Sen. Jake Oliveira
(D-Ludlow).

Provost said the only word
he heard with respect to the
budget—after Slaughter pre-
sented an overview—was re-
ductions.

“We’re not talking about
adding anything. We’re not
talking about making edu-
cation better. We’re talking
about making devastating cuts
to our schools. I see a sign
out there that says ‘Strong
schools, stronger communi-
ties.” This is not a budget for a
stronger school or a stronger
community,” Provost said.

He added that the strate-
gies done to close the budget
gap were about $800,000 in
fiscal strategies, including
about $373,000 in program-
matic cuts.

On Chapter 70 State Aid,
there is anticipation that min-
imum aid will go up to $150
per pupil, as it was the year
before.

“As you know, that’s not
where it’s at right now, but if
it doesn’t get there, we have
to make more cuts, and even
with that, we’re talking about
potentially more than 10 staff
being reduced,” Provost said.

After discussing the im-
pacts of health insurance
increases—another factor
impacting school budgets—
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Oliveira noted HWRSD saw
an 8.65% increase in Chapter
70 State Aid. For cities like
Springfield and Chicopee, for
example, their increases were
35% and 38%, respectively,
over the last five years.

“They need it desperately,
but so does Hampden-Wil-
braham,” Oliveira said. “We
fought very hard to change
the Chapter 70 funding for-
mula and we were able to
pass the Student Opportunity
Act, which was a seven-year
plan for the Commonwealth
to right and fix that funding
formula for our neediest of
school districts. Springfield,
Chicopee and Holyoke out in
our area. That’s why they’re
seeing these greater increas-
es over time. But, we also
understand that this funding
formula is broken for school
districts like Hampden-Wil-
braham. It’s broken for my
hometown, where I sat on the
School Committee in Lud-
low for 12 years, which by
the way, Ludlow saw a 6%
increase in the Chapter 70
aid, even lower than Hamp-
den-Wilbraham over the last
five years.”

He added FY27 is the final
year of the seven-year plan
for the Student Opportunity
Act implementation and how
“funding formulas matter,”
emphasizing many com-
munities now fall under the
minimum state aid category,
including HWRSD.

“My number one ask in
this year’s budget, given the
funding constraints that we
have, is to crack open the
funding formula so we can
have benefits for all school
districts in Massachusetts, not
just our gateway cities,” Ol-
iveira said.

Hampden Selectboard
Chair John Flynn want-
ed more money back to the
schools.

“You have responsibili-
ties as state legislators. We
have responsibilities to the
parents, teachers and chil-
dren of this town. We can’t
keep going back to them and
saying, ‘Well, the percentage
you have to pay has to go up
because you sent the money
to Boston. They’re using it
for something else.” We need
that money back here so we
can take care of what we have
here, and then do a reasonable
job of everybody balancing
what they need,” Flynn said.

Flynn then cited the school

district buildings and how the
staff give 110% and care.

“They can’t do it forever
with nothing, and we need
that money back,” Flynn said.

Hampden-Wilbraham
Education Association Vice
President Christine Goonan,
who is also a teacher at Stony
Hill Elementary School, said
that “teachers are at a break-
ing point” with mediation
nearing 300 days on current
contract negotiations and
there’s “a monsoon happen-
ing in Wilbraham and Hamp-
den.”

“Both towns, Hampden
and Wilbraham, have to look
at their budgets in town and
make education a priority.
Level-funded, not a cut bud-
get. We need a level-funded
budget,” Goonan said. “If we
want this public education
system to be viable for the fu-
ture and not get sucked up or
disappear like South Hadley
or have immense overrides
because of healthcare crazi-
ness, we need to start fully
funding it and advocating our
state officials and federal of-
ficials to start giving us what
we need to educate our kids.”

The WMS Strings Pro-
gram was another potential
reduction, leading to many
community members speak-
ing out against this, including
WMS Band Director Richard
Cuoco.

Cuoco got emotional shar-
ing how his school’s music
program impacted his life and
career, also becoming an ad-
vocate for school music pro-
grams.

“I never imagined that af-
ter eight years in this district,
I would be advocating for the
retention of a program within
my own school district. Af-
ter last year’s proposed cuts,
many of us believed the com-
munity had made its feelings
clear. Yet, here we are again,”
Cuoco said.

He also clarified that the
cut wasn’t just about middle
school strings, but also mid-
dle school chorus. If strings
was cut, the position would be
reduced to half-time and neg-
atively impact chorus as well.

“I urge you, if and when
cuts must be made, please do
not touch the music program.
The work that teachers are
doing here is not just for the
students we have today, but
for the long-term strength of
a program that has a profound
impact on our students and

the entire community,” Cuoco
said.

Karen Romano empha-
sized how “everybody cares”
and no one, including the
School Committee, wants to
cut the music program or un-
derfund teacher salaries.

“Nobody wants any of
those things, but there is a
reality to the life that we cur-
rently live because you and
your household as you’re
looking at what you make
and what you do with your
money, have to make hard
decisions. You have to decide
on a day-to-day basis what
you spend your money on
and what you don’t,” Roma-
no said. “The district has to
do the same thing. The towns
have to do the same thing. So
does the state and so does the
federal government.”

Romano said she does not
believe “that there is anyone
sitting in this room or anyone
that has a decision-making
capacity that is looking at
this problem and going, ‘Oh,
just get rid of that. That’ll be
fine.””

“We all care and what’s
important is that we recog-
nize that and that we come at
each other from a cooperative
standpoint of saying how do
we approach this problem in
a way that makes it better for
everybody, and not in a way
that says, ‘You're trying to
harm me’ or ‘You're trying
to get something for me that
I don’t have,”” Romano said.
“And so, when we’re look-
ing at the budget, yet there’s
going to have to be cuts and
nobody’s going to like it, no
matter where they come from.
But, unless we find a way to
get more money, unless there
is a way to somehow get more
money available, then some-
thing has to give.”

After reflecting on how
parents are also feeling the
impacts and she would do ev-
erything to support her kids,
Romano ended her comments
with this.

“Every community mem-
ber, I promise you, feels that
same way. The problem is
that the overall rhetoric gets
negative when we start to look
at ‘I’'m asking for this’ and ‘I
need to give this.” Instead, it
needs to be we are a team. We
are all a team. The parents,
the district, the representa-
tives, we all have to function
as a team or else none of this
works,” Romano said.

—
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Trio of Falcons

take part in Senlor All- Star game

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

SPRINGFIELD—While
serving as the boys’ varsity
basketball coach at Palmer
High School, Ryan Minns
coached a boys’ team three
times in the Senior All-Star
Basketball Game, which is
held each March on the Jerry
Colangelo Court of Dreams
located inside the Naismith
Basketball Hall of Fame in
Springfield

Minns, who’s current-
ly the girls’ varsity coach at
Minnechaug Regional High
School, had the chance to
coach a girls’ team at the
prestigious event, for the first
time this year.

Three talented basketball
players from Minnechaug
were also selected to play
for the White All-Star team,
which was coached by Minns.
The trio of Kelly Cronin, Cai-
lin O’Brien, and Elizabeth
Woytowicz helped the White
team post a 67-52 victory over
the Black team on March 20.

“This is my fourth time
coaching in this All-Star
game, but it’s my first time
coaching a girls’ team,’
Minns said. “It was also a lot
of fun to be able to coach Kel-
ly, Cailin, and Elizabeth for
the final time.”

Woytowicz led her team-
mates with 12 points in the
All-Star game. O’Brien also
reached double digits with 10
points and Cronin added three
points.

Please see TRIO, page 12

.(_p

Turley photo by Gregory A. Scibelli
Minnechaug’s Cailin 0’Brien, Kelly Cronin, and Elizabeth Woytowicz at the Naismith Memorial
Basketball Hall of Fame for the Senior All-Star Game last Friday night.
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Kai Ly celebrated
for wrestling
accomplishments

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - Min-
nechaug Regional wrestling
coach Joe Griffin may have
coached senior Kai Ly for
just one season at the varsi-
ty level, but it proved to be
an unforgettable experience
for him.

“Kai is a dream wres-
tler for a wrestling coach,”
Griffin said. *“ His work eth-
ic is amazing, his commit-
ment is impressive and his
attitude is great. For a high
school student Kai is mature
beyond years. He under-
stands that in life and espe-
cially in wrestling you get
out of it what you put into
it, and his accolades speak
to that. What the accolades
don’t speak to though is the
type of person he is. Kai is
a young adult with amazing
character, good morales,
is caring and would help a
friend or teammate anyway
he could.”

Griffin is the third Fal-
cons wrestling coach during
the past four years.

“I’ve had a couple of
coaches during my high
school wrestling career”
said Ly during a recent in-
terview. “I learned a lot of
different things from each
of them.”

Ly, who competed at the
138-pound weight class as a
senior, compiled a 51-2 re-
cord this past season.

“This was my final sea-
son wrestling for the high

school team, so I really
wanted to enjoy every match
and every practice,” said Ly
during a recent interview.
“It was a lot of fun.”

Ly, who’s a three time
Division 2 state champi-
on, advanced to the finals
of the All-State champion-
ships, which were held at
the MassMutal Center in
Springfield.

“I wrestled a kid from
Andover in the finals, who
defeated me at the Lowell
Holiday Tournament at the
Tsongas Center in Decem-
ber,” Ly said. “He only had
one or two losses this sea-
son. I was able to defeat him
by a score of 10-4 decision
in the All-Star finals.”

Ly has progressed up
the ladder at the All-State
championships throughout
his high school career.

As a freshman, he fin-
ished in fifth place. He
moved up a spot as a soph-
omore and came in third
place as a junior before tak-
ing home the championship
trophy this year.

Ly capped off his out-
standing high school wres-
tling career at the New
England  Championships,
which took place at the
Providence Career and
Technical Academy in
Providence, Rhode Island at
the beginning of March.

“I had a lot of fun com-
peting at the New England’s
for the final time,” Ly add-

Please see LY, page 12

Perfect day for
a road race

Holyoke runs

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE - A warm and
hot day is not ideal for run-
ning long distances, but give
a harrier a 40-50-degree day,
and it’s the perfect environ-
ment make great time.

Louis Serafini, of Cam-
bridge, experienced that as
he completed a sub-30-min-
ute 10K in the 49th running
of the Holyoke St. Patrick’s
Day Road Race last Saturday
afternoon. Serafini completed
the hilly course throughout
downtown Holyoke in 29:45.
He had a great pace going, av-
eraging 4:47 a mile with thou-
sands of people cheering him
on as he completed the course
50 seconds ahead of the run-
ner-up.

Yankarlos Diaz was the
second-place finisher. He
comes from Manchester, CT.
He completed the 6.3-mile
course in just 30:35.

This year’s top female fin-
isher was Rachel Schilkow-
sky. She comes from Prov-
idence, RI and placed 12th
overall. She completed the
course at 34:03, winning the
race for the very first time.

Among local finisher,
Monson’s Matt Provost came
in at 34:15. He had a pace of
about 5:30 per mile.

According to the results
provided by Presidential
Timing, which took over the
timing of the race last year,

Reese Laviolette heads for
the finish line.

nearly 4,900 runners, male,
female, and many children
and teenagers, completed the
10K race.

In addition to the ideal
temperature for running, the
day was sun-splashed and
beautiful, making for a great
setting for the running of the
race, which had more than
6,200 runners signed up.

The race included multi-
ple waves of competitors, and
also included a beautiful ren-
dition of the National Anthem

Eileen Heney
is nearing the
finish.

Mackenzie Sinnott, of Wilbraham,
hustles toward the end.

Please see RACE, page 12

Wilbraham’s
Scott Dunbar, Il
gets in full stride
near the end.
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Registration continues for players in QVBL

SOUTH HADLEY -
Registration for new players
in the Quabbin Valley Base-
ball League, an over-28 rec-
reational league, continues.
The league is now headed
for its open practices for new
players and the new-player
draft for players looking to
join the league.

There will be open prac-
tices for all players but spe-
cifically targeted at new
players scheduled for Mar.
29 and Apr. 4 at times and
locations to be announced.
The draft is currently sched-
uled to take place on Apr. 4
following that practice. Any
players who sign up will be
contacted directly for the
time and location of the open
practice.

For the 2026 season, the

cost will be $215 and will in-
clude a 16th game added to
the regular season schedule.
During the 2025 season,
the league experimented with
playing on Mother’s Day
Saturday as well as a week-
night game to allow players
an opportunity to play under
the lights. While the night
games were very successful,
the Mother’s Day Saturday
games were rained out.
Those elements will re-
turn along with a 16th game
with an opponent to be deter-
mine as the league’s board
explores possibilities for in-
terleague matchups with an-
other league in the region.
The season is current-
ly slated to start on Sunday,
April 19 and following the
success of the six-team fall

league last year, the league
will also have a fall league in
September and October this
season.

at www.quabbinvalleybase-
ball.org. Players must regis-
ter and then pay the league
dues via Venmo or contact
the league leadership if an
alternate form of payment is
needed.

and Mother’s Day games,
other games take place Sun-
days at 10 a.m. outside of
Mother’s
Day and July 4 weekends.
Playoffs will be in August.

for the league and league
officials are looking to cele-
brate the anniversary with a
couple of events.

The registration is live

Aside from the weeknight

Day, Memorial

This is the 30th season

Rachel Schilkowsky, of Providence, R,
was the top female finisher at 34:15.

e N

Louis Serafini, of Cambridge, wo;1 the 10K race
at 29:45.

RACE from page 11

by a member of the Holyoke Grand Colleen
Court, Bridie Bowler.

Crews in the city did an excellent job pre-
paring for the race, getting the course prepared
despite a lot of snowfall during the past couple
of months.

While there were plenty of local runners,
race results showed individual participate from
all over New England, New York, and New Jer-
sey. There were even some international run-
ners.

Last Saturday’s even included a fun run for
children and a walk as well that have been tra-
ditions in recent years. Prior to the race, there

were musical performances and other entertain-
ment downtown.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibell
Bridie Bowler sings the National Anthem.

TRIO from page 11

“The three of them put in
a lot of hard work and im-
proved a lot during the past
couple of years,” Minns said.
“I’m so proud of them.”

O’Brien was the Lady
Falcons second leading scor-
er this past season with 260
points. She made four field
goals and two foul shots
during the All-Star game,
which featured two 16 min-
utes halves.

“It was a lot of fun playing
in tonight’s game,” O’Brien
said. “I really enjoyed playing
with two of my teammates
from Minnechaug. Although
our season did not conclude
as we had hoped, we still
found it to be a valuable and
enjoyable experience.”

Woytowicz finished her
senior campaign with 179
points.

“I really enjoyed playing
with and against some of the
best basketball Western Mass
players in tonight’s game,”
Woytowicz said. “It was also
a lot of fun playing with two
of my high school teammates
and being coached by coach
Minns one final time.”

O’Brien and Woytowicz
will be playing college bas-
ketball in Canton, New York.

“I’ve known Elizabeth my
whole life,” O’Brien said. “To
be able to go to a college in
the same town as her is very
special. 1 never thought it
would happen and we’re real-
ly looking forward to it.”

O’Brien is going to be
playing at SUNY Canton,
while Woytowicz will be
playing at St. Lawrence Uni-
versity.

“The two schools are very
close,” Woytowicz said. “I'm
hoping that we do get to play
a game or even scrimmage
against each other. It’s going
to be a lot of fun.”

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Kelly Cronin gets the opening tip.

Cronin, who made a
3-pointer at the beginning of
the second half, missed her
junior season recovering from
an ACL injury.

“Kelly suffered a sea-
son-ending knee injury during
a preseason practice last year
and she came back strong,”
Minns said. “She didn’t have
any limitations this season.
She had a fantastic senior sea-
son and I'm looking forward
to watching her play college
basketball next year.”

Cronin, who finished the
season with more than 150
points, is planning to play
basketball at Ambherst Col-
lege, which is coached by
G.P. Gromacki. The Mam-
moths won the NCAA Divi-
sion 3 championship title in
2011, 2017, and 2018.

“I’'m really looking for-
ward to continuing my bas-
ketball career at Amherst Col-
lege,” Cronin said. “I wasn’t
sure I would be able to play
college basketball, especially

after suffering an ACL inju-
ry.”

The Lady Falcons finished
the 2025-26 campaign with
an impressive 20-5 overall
record.

After splitting with Valley
League rival Springfield Cen-
tral during the regular season,
the Lady Falcons almost de-
feated the Golden Eagles for
a second time in the champi-
onship game of the Western
Mass. Class A tournament.
The Lady Falcons were out-
scored 7-5 in overtime, which
enabled Central to celebrate a
50-48 victory.

Minnechaug began the
Division 2 state tournament
with wins against Leominster,
Mansfield, and Foxborough.
Their season came to an end
following a 53-32 loss to
top-seeded and state champi-
on Medfield High School in
the Division 2 semifinals.

LY from page 11

ed. “I advanced to the finals
and wound up finishing in
second place.”

Ly won his first three
matches at the New England’s
by a decision.

“Obviously, you’re always
hoping for a pin in every
match,” Ly said. “I find it a lot
more fun to win a match by a
decision.”

He pulled out a slim 16-13
win in the round of 16 match.

“I wrestled a kid from
New Hampshire in the open-

ing match and he was very
tough,” Ly said. “I had to
work very hard to earn the de-
cision. I just kept going after
that.”

After having about an
hour to rest between matches,
Ly posted a major decision
(17-9) in the quarterfinals.

A major decision occurs
when a wrestler wins a match
by eight or more points.

Ly finished the first day of
competition at the New En-
gland’s with a 2-0 record.

The following day, he won
the semifinal match, 21-5, by
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a technical decision (15 or
more points) against a wres-
tler from Massachusetts.

I felt very good after win-
ning the semifinals by a tech
decision,” Ly said. “I then lost
in the finals, but it was still a
very enjoyable experience. It
was also a little bittersweet
because it was the final match
of my high school career.”

Lukas Boxley, who at-
tends Ledyard (Conn) High
School defeated Ly, 14-2, in
the championship match.

While it was the fourth
time that Ly competed at the
New England Champion-
ships, it was the first time that
he advanced into the finals.
He was the only member of
the Minnechaug wrestling
team to qualify for New En-
gland championships this
year.

The other seniors listed on
the Falcons wrestling roster
this past season were Lincoln
Stiles, and William Vezina,
who couldn’t wrestle due to
an injury.

“I'm very close with the
other two seniors on the wres-
tling team,” Ly said. “We
graduated a lot of seniors last

year and we tried to rebuild
the program this year.”

Ly, who won his 1,00th
career match as a junior, be-
gan wrestling when he was
eleven years old.

“I played several sports
when I was younger,” he said.
“My family encouraged me to
try wrestling and it’s a sport
that I really enjoy a lot.”

After he graduates from
high school in a couple of
months, Ly is planning to
continue his wrestling career
at Emanuel College in Bos-
ton.

“I’ve known the wrestling
coaches at Emanuel College
for a long time, and I'm re-
ally excited about joining
their wrestling team,” Ly said.
“They also have a nursing
program, which I’m interest-
ed in. I really enjoy helping
other people. I also love Bos-
ton.”

A current member of the
Emanuel College wrestling
team is Matt MacPhail, who
graduated from Minnechaug
Regional last year.

Hopefully, Ly can con-
tinue his success on the mat
during the next four years.
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A’s office encourages parents to attend
Stop the Swerve event with teens

SPRINGFIELD - Hamp-
den District Attorney An-
thony D. Gulluni is encour-
aging parents and guardians
across Hampden County to
attend the upcoming Stop
the Swerve prevention event
alongside their high school,
driving-age students.

The free event will take
place on Thursday, April
2, 2026, at 5:30 p.m. at the
Basketball Hall of Fame in
Springfield. Stop the Swerve
is focused on addressing the
dangers of drunk, drugged,
and distracted driving for our
community’s teenagers. The
initiative brings together stu-
dents, families, law enforce-
ment, and community part-
ners with one shared goal:
preventing tragedies on our
roadways before they happen.

A central component of
the evening will be a new, lo-
cally produced documentary
that examines the devastating
impact of a real crash in our
community.

The documentary cen-
ters on the tragic death of
Jemyliana Vargas, a young
Springfield woman who lost
her life following a crash on
Interstate 91 in Longmeadow
in 2023. The incident under-
scores how quickly a routine
drive can turn fatal and the
devastating ripple effects
these crashes have on fami-
lies, friends, and the broader
community. By sharing her
story, with the support of
her loved ones, the program
aims to put a human face to

the consequences of impaired
and distracted driving and
reinforce the importance of
making safe decisions behind
the wheel.

Following the documenta-
ry, an Assistant District Attor-
ney who specializes in motor
vehicle homicide cases will
speak about the legal conse-
quences of impaired and dis-
tracted driving, as well as the
long-term impact these inci-
dents have on victims, fami-
lies, and entire communities.

“This event is not just for
students, it’s for families,”
said District Attorney Gull-
uni. “Parents play a critical
role in shaping safe driving
behaviors. Stop the Swerve
is an opportunity to come
together, learn from real life
events, and have conversa-
tions that can ultimately save
lives.”

In addition to the presen-
tation, students will have the
opportunity to participate in
interactive safety activities,
including driving simulators,
impairment-goggle exercis-
es, and a pedal cart challenge
designed to demonstrate the
effects of impairment and
distraction behind the wheel.

While students engage in
these activities, parents will
have the opportunity to attend
a presentation by an assistant
district attorney about the
risks and liabilities associated
with underage drinking and
hosting teen gatherings.

The evening will also in-
clude the announcement of

HOMETOWN S P

winners from the 2026 Stop
the Swerve Public Service
Announcement (PSA) and
Billboard Challenge, recog-
nizing local students who
have created impactful mes-
sages promoting safe driving.

All attendees of driving
age can enter a raffle for free
driving school tuition through
AAA.

The Stop the Swerve
event is free and open to all
Hampden County parents and
high school students. No reg-
istration is required.

More information can be
found at https://hampden-
da.com/ or on the Facebook
event page: https://www.
facebook.com/share/1L2Nx-
FqEPV/
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T L I G H SIMALL BUSINIESS

Front Load Dumpsters

We are a local, family owned business
offering great customer service,
individual attention and quick response time.
We look forward to serving you!

Call Today!

Roll Off Dumpster
10, 15, 20, 30
Yard Slzes

AL
Foluioms tf ’
e A DA
-

GOT

M“LGH? v Assorted

YES
WE
DO!

413-595-4096

v~ Pick Up or
Delivery

Colors

Call for
more
information

7 : Flowers ¢ Gifts

Collectibles ® Gourmet

Ted Metayer, Jr./Ted Metayer Il
Owners/Designers

64 East Street, Ludlow, MA 01056
(413) 547-6164 » (888) 248-1901

theodoremetayer@yahoo.com
www.heavenlyinspirationsflowers.com

~
WE'VE
MOVED! %&
Watch for our v
REG(;‘QI:I“?NG GUILTYGRAPE
|n May on AT MAIN 5T MARKET

461 Main Street
\(across from Village Store Cafe) )

Your Hometown Dry Cleaners

Family owned and operated since 1935
GET TO KNOW OUR
CLEANERS; INC. GREAT SERVICE
N/ ",’», .
Ask about g get 2 15% OFF
special pricing <Jaseskiatk  DRY CLEANING
5 like it never N
forﬁrst < happened.’ when YOll
responders i O pre-pay!

262 Allen St., Springfield One Monarch Place

Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-3pm Ste. 200, Springfield
Sun. 9am-2pm Mon. « Wed. « Fri.

464 Main St., Wilbraham
Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm, Sat. 9am-1pm
Sun. closed

413-736-5476 « parkcleaners413.com

WWW.ALEGRIADANCE.COM

WHERE DANCE
CONNECTS US ... AND
LIFELONG FRIENDS

ARE MADE!

658 CENTER STREET
LUDLOW, MA 01056
413-583-2321

EST 2012

to make them
successful,
they need

Small Businesses
need more than 3@

LUCK
o

YOUR SUPPORT!

-

Affordable Waste Solutions

Your Hometown Provider for
Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Serv1cc

' 413-244-1943

A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research

POST

Computer Systems
Repairs e Upgrades
0 New & Used Equipment e Trade-ins
Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses,
home offices, family systems, mobile professionals and
everyone in between is what separates POST from all the rest.

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095

413-596-5177 ® www.pocosys.com
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Classifieds

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 1

SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD WANTED TO BUY

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00

Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood
for outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

‘:F\f’ A B Hauling and

| .:‘-'; Removal Service

2xxxxxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

Advertise your home improvement
services in our classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!

AN

B=

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

BUSINESS FOR SALE
BIOLINKS OF NEW ENGLAND.
Grease trap pumping business. Ninety cus-

tomers, two pump trucks.
Call Les 413-297-1513.

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical  instruments,  guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage electron-
ics, jewelry, coins, watches, military
cameras, sports memorabilia, art,
sterling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham radio

MILLING, TURNING, GRINDING,
TOOLS. Tools inspection, tools granite
surface plates, red head spindles and
more. CERA BIDE GRINDING, 34
Front Street, Indian Orchard, 413-

543-1227. equipment, audio equipment, toys,
one item or entire estate.
CLASSIFIED Call Paul 413-206-8688
DEADLINES

FRIDAY AT NOON

HOME IMPROVEMENT

~

Hondyman Services

“Walker

! Home Improvement

Finish Carpentry =
Framing * Drywall »
Painting = & more!

2026

TAX TIME

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082

Call For An
Appointment

413-967-8364

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

TAX PREPARATION SERVICE
A13-34.8-2279

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.

N 1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 =—=
Al

= www.FastTax-MA.com IRS
ey Free E-File & Direct Deposit —_

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056
www.ajefinancial.com

(413)589-1671

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and
rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work, no
project too small. Service upgrades, pools,
trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at
(413)206-6509

Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON
or call: 413-283-8393
: IH Quabbin ——
1 2 3 4 Village Hills
Circulation:

5 6 7 8

9 10 1 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 Baso Price

2 Bseaeey | 22 Besearoe| 23 e B0

% s | 26 g 27 s 28 ==zl | Hilllowns

Circulation: 9,800
2 Basginge | 30 Besetron| 31 Bsgas| 32 i
All Three ZONES for $26.00
33 Bstaas | 34 Beiase| 39 Bisiso| 36 x| for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

¥ Basgsase | 38 Beselrice| 39 Besasy| 40 B a0

Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:

Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $

Credit Card: 1 MasterCard dVISA d Discover d Cash 1 Check#

Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date: Make checks payable to Turley Publications

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

BELCHERTOUN

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

HUBBARDSTON
. »

=)

WEsT NORTH
BROOKFELD. | BROOKFIELD)

GROOKFIELD.

BRNFELD

- M

STURBRIDGE

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE
All phases of tree care.
Call Dave 413-668-6560 day/night.

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

BOATS

17 STARCRAFT ALUMINUM BOAT.
1994 w/90HP 2-stroke Evinrude motor.
Trailer w/spare tire, in great shape. $4000.
Vern 413-539-2846.

The Town of North Brookfield is looking for
a part-time Program Assistant for
the Council on Aging. Please submit a re-
sume with a letter of interest to the Select-
men’s Office, 215 Main St., North
Brookfield, MA 01535; or by email to
selectmen@northbrookfield.net.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

LAND WANTED

Seeking 8-20 peaceful acres in Cen-
tral MA for pet memorial sanctuary. Espe-
cially interested in lease-option, phased
sale, or seller financing. Respectful, se-
rious inquiry. Patrick | 508-735-3232 |
founder@rainbow-meadow.org
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BACKYARD from page 6

The drumming of the yel-
low-bellied sapsucker is very
distinctive, consisting of a roll
with clearly separated taps at
the end and sometimes at the
beginning “tap-tap trrrrrrrrrrr
ta-ta- tat-tat-tat” Both sexes
drum. Ritual tapping at the
lower rim of the nest hole is
a rather common acoustic sig-
nal.

The yellow-bellied is the
only sapsucker seen in the
eastern half of the U.S. and
across the northern forests.
These sapsuckers are migra-
tory, which is a fairly rare
trait for woodpeckers. They
live in a variety of habitats
from low-lying floodplains to
mountainous forests at 10,000

feet. Their breeding range
extends from Alaska to New-
foundland and south along the
Appalachians. They winter
across the East from New Jer-
sey west to Texas and all the
way south to Panama.

A common breeding dis-
play involves males pointing
their bills skyward as they
showcase their red throat
patch for an interested female.
Though both sexes are in-
volved with excavating nest-
ing cavities; males do most
of the work. Occasionally,
sapsuckers visit bird feeders
for suet.

Bald eagle

and turkey vultures
Early this month, a Worth-

ington resident sent an email.
He said he had a “lucky and
thrilling sighting of an eagle,
white tail obvious, circling
on high with three turkey vul-
tures and he called it “intra
species cooperation” or more
likely, the eagle using the vul-
ture’s ability to find carrion.

I saw three turkey vultures
along Route 122 in Barre near
Vernon Avenue on March
16. I saw two turkey vultures
in Oakham on St. Patrick’s
Day. Their return is a sign of

spring.

Robins
Huge flock of robins. Last
week, I saw a huge flock of
robins, probably close to
100 birds fly over head along

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

Route 32 in Gilbertville. Rob-
ins overwinter in this area, but
large flocks are the returning
robins that migrate.

Canada geese
The Canada geese are also
returning. I saw quite a few
geese in a cornfield in Spen-
cer last week. I also saw about
a dozen or saw fly overhead.

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message
at extension 100, emailing
mybackyardS88@aol.com  or
edowner@turley.com or mail-
ing to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box
448, Barre, MA 01005.

DIRECTOR from page 1

“My public health nurse,
Annette, who serves the four
towns, she’s already start-
ed following up on some of
those cases. So, I'll just let
her know that, now, you’re the
first backstop and that’s really
the only change, and, like-
wise, | have access to those
cases. So I’'m able to kind of,
from a supervisory perspec-
tive, make sure that Annette’s
getting the workflows done
when she’s on vacation or
elsewhere. I have training on
Maven, so I can jump in and
do those,” Paxton said.

Paxton said the electron-
ic database focuses on lab
testing after a confirmed
case of an infectious dis-
ease, followed by gathering
information and tracking the
case or cases. As for the de-
partment’s  responsibilities,
it’s phone calls to learn more
about the symptoms.

The shared health ser-
vices, he added, are covered
through funding from a state
grant called the Public Health
Excellence Grant.

Davenport next mentioned
resident concerns about a ma-
nure pile.

“We don’t have a bylaw
and I’'m not so sure where
public health is. Although
there is some concern from

WILBRAHAM
PLANNING BOARD

The Wilbraham Planning
Board will hold a Public Hear-
ing on Wednesday, April 8,
2026, at 5:45 PM in the Town
Office Building, 240 Springfield
Street, on the application of Lit-
tle Ivy Learning Academy LLC
for Site Plan Approval (SPA26-
01) under Section 3.4.4.4 of the
Wilbraham Zoning Bylaw to al-
low a licensed child care facility
on property owned by Theorod
LLC located at 2 Crane Park
Drive as shown on plans on file
in the Planning Office and posted
for public viewing on the Plan-
ning Board page of the Town
of Wilbraham website at www.
wilbraham-ma.gov/123/Planning-
Board. This meeting will be con-
ducted in person and virtually
(see meeting agenda for details).
James Rooney, Chair

03/19, 03/26/2026

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
This ad is pursuant to MA
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A as
of March 27, 2026 the following
motor vehicle will be for sale to
satisfy a garage keepers lien:

2012 Jeep Grand Cherokee
VIN#: 1C4RIFAG7CC115586
COLOR: Red

LKO: Michael Barrett

2027 High St.

our stormwater management
that some of the outflows
tested positive for E.coli and
for high nitrogen,” Davenport
said. “I guess I don’t know
what the best thing to do is.
Should we just approach the
owner of the property and talk
to him and see...?”

Paxton said that seemed
advisable to him and, to his
understanding, this is “a rel-
atively large business related
to essentially raising horses.”

“So, I think that you do
have a legitimate usage of
the manure and when we’re
talking about nuisances in the
community, those are gener-
ally governed by the nuisance
law in Massachusetts, which
is Mass General Law Chapter
111. Boards of Health have a
pretty broad authority to de-
clare something a nuisance
and do enforcement against
it,” Paxton said. “But, I'd be
hesitant to start with that as a
first step knowing that this is
a) a community partner that
might be very likely to make
some changes on our request,
but also because there’s a sec-
tion of the nuisance law that
states that regular manure
spreading should not be con-
sidered a nuisance.”

After Flynn noted the po-
tential conflicts in the state
law and more information
was needed along with en-

Three Rivers, MA 01080

2010 Jeep Liberty

Vin#: 1J4PN2GK9AW 178856
Color: Tan

LKO: Mozanth Nazareth

323 South St.

Marlbourgh, MA 01752-5132

Vehicle : 2015 Honda Civic
VIN#: 19XFB2F53FE220400
LKO: Edward De LaCruz
260 State St.
Palmer, MA 01069
Lien Holder : United Consumer
Finance
150 West Grove St Suite 16A
Middleboro, MA 02346

R & S Assoc. Inc

gaging more parties on a solu-
tion, Paxton agreed.

“As a health agent, you’re
typically observing things
firsthand and then writing
inspection reports and orders
based on those firsthand ob-
servations,” Paxton said. “I’ve
driven by the area quite a bit
and I've seen that they are
starting to store manure, but
I haven’t quite experienced
the breadth of that issue as
we move into the summer
months.”

Selectboard Member Erik
Vanderleeden shared his ob-
servations.

“I'm a little bit farther
away, but ever since that kind
of farming has started, the
fly increase, it’s legitimate,”
Vanderleeden said. “At first
I was wondering where did
these flies come from and
then a couple complained and
I was like, ‘Oh. Yeah, now
it makes sense. Yeah, that’s
where they’re coming from.””

After Paxton shared he’d
like to hear more specifics
about how the business is us-
ing the manure, Flynn agreed
and asked about outreach.

Paxton replied that he
could do it.

“I'm hopeful we can im-
prove the situation without an
enforcement order based on
what we kind of talked about
with the different legalities,”

PO Box 543
Wilbraham MA 01095
413-596-4374

03/12, 03/19, 03/26/2026

WILBRAHAM
PLANNING BOARD

The Wilbraham Planning
Board will hold a Public Hear-
ing on Wednesday, April 8,
2026, at 6:00 PM in the Town
Office Building, 240 Springfield
Street, on the application of (1)
The Towers BTS of Massachu-
setts d/b/a Vertical Bridge and
(2) Cellco Partnership d/b/a Ver-
izon Wireless for a Special Per-

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts
public notice web site to search all notices in

Massachusetts newspapers.

Paxton said. “I think that’d be
a good first step and then we
have other business with them
that’s regular business, so it’d
be a great opportunity to cre-
ate that relationship as well.”

Paxton will set up a time
to meet with the business,
with Davenport agreeing to
join him.

Paxton next explained
that thanks to the state grant,
the department is all set for
FY27, as most staff is typi-
cally funded and there aren’t
many expense line items.

“We have a little bit for
training, a few thousand dol-
lars, but more or less we get
about $393,000 a year and
that funds 20% of my posi-
tion. So, 20% full-time equiv-
alent. It funds the entirety of
the health inspector, which
serves all four towns. It funds
the entirety of a shared ser-
vices coordinator who func-
tions for all of our administra-
tive management, and also, as
a grant coordinator,” Paxton
said.

In the coming year, Paxton
said the Finance Committee
“did not find a need for any
of the towns to contribute in
FY27”

“We try not to ask for a
lot when we can, and in this
particular case, we’re happy
to say that it’ll be all right for
FY27, Paxton said.

mit (SP26-01) as required under
Sections 3.4.3.6 and 10.5 of the
Wilbraham Zoning By-Law for
the construction of a new Wire-
less Communications Facility
on property to be leased from
the owner, Town of Wilbraham,
located at 540 Stony Hill Road.
The proposed facility consists
of a single, free-standing, 120
foot tall monopole tower with
antenna and associated telecom-
munications equipment to be lo-
cated within a 50 foot by 50 foot

i
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First Prize winner 4-year-old Peyton Lynch with his Snowman

Snowman contest
winners announced

WILBRAHAM/HAMP-
DEN - The GFWC Wilbra-
ham Junior Women’s Club’s
Snowman Contest was held
through the winter season.

Thanks to lots of snow
and some very creative
folks in both Wilbraham and
Hampden, we received the
greatest number of entries
ever!

“The goal of the con-
test is for families to have
lots of fun spending quality
time together making their
Snowmen. We hope every-
one who entered the contest
looks back on their time
spent as worth wild whether
they win or not” said Bren-
da Willard, President of the
Wilbraham Junior Women’s
Club.

The third-place winners
who receive $20 are 10-year-
old Mila and 2-year-old
Remi Ford of Hampden for
their “Snowman Family.”

Our Second-place win-
ners who receive $25 are
2-year-old Jasper and his dad
Jake Corbett of Wilbraham
for their “Gentleman Snow-
man” entry and our First-
place winner who receives a
trophy and $30 is 4-year-old
Peyton Lynch from Wilbra-
ham for his “Snowman with
Glasses” entry!

The winners and their
families also receive free
admission to the Bunny
Breakfast on March 28 at
S.t Cecelia’s Church where
they will be presented with
their prizes.

RANDOM from page 5

Adele said that just be-
ing kind with a simple smile
can be a Random Act of
Kindness and she is so right.
It doesn’t take a lot to just
share a kind gesture. As the
saying goes, “You can be
anything, so just be kind.”

If you’d like to share a

Random Act of Kindness
story or if this one has
touched you, please contact
me at bdt514@aol.com or
413-575-9385. Who knows,
you might see your story,
‘Just ‘Cause’ you witnessed,
you did or maybe received
something nice being done
for you. See you soon with
another Random Act of
Kindness! ~ Barb

PUBLIC NOTICES B

fenced compound as shown on
plans on file in the Planning Of-
fice and posted for public view-
ing on the Planning Board page of
the Town of Wilbraham website
at www.wilbraham-ma.gov/123/
Planning-Board. This meeting
will be conducted in person and
virtually (see meeting agenda for
details).

The applicant will be conduct-
ing a field test to simulate the
visual impact of the proposed
tower by displaying a balloon

above ground to mark the height
of the highest point of the pro-
posed tower. The field test will
be performed on Saturday, April
4, 2026 from 8 AM to 4 PM with
a rain date of Monday, April 6,
2026 or Tuesday April 7, 2026
from 8 AM to 4 PM.

03/19, 03/26/2026

We're /%

O o
HIiring
Join Our Team!

Joumal Register

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).

Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.

Thank you.

Offering a competitive
commission structure,
401k, and health plan.

Turley Publications is looking for

an outgoing, energetic person
interested in selling advertising for our

community newspapers

plus more! The

right candidate will assume an established
territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent
communication and organizational skills.

Basic computer skills are

required.

Previous print sales experience is preferred

but we will train the right

candidate.

Apply Today!

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

Turley Publications

Send resume & cover letter
Jamie Joslyn

to:

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

Email: jamie@turley.com
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s Tree Removal

= Structural Pruning
= Crane Service

= Storm Damage

= Stump Grinding

= Lot Clearing

Give us a call today
for your free estimate and
tree evaluation by ,H
a ISA certified arborist _ 4
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dlandgtree.com
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED



