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Sarah the Fiddler 
provided entertainment

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The senior center 
was a full house on March 15 for a 
festive St. Patrick’s Day luncheon.

The luncheon included a meal of 

corned beef, cabbage, carrots, red 
bliss potatoes, rye bread and cake for 
dessert, with performances by Sarah 
the Fiddler.

The event was sponsored by the 
Hampden Cultural Council.

Lifelong friends Audrey O’Con-
nor and Marion Holden were among 
the many attendees at the luncheon, 
decked out in St. Patrick’s Day-
themed attire to celebrate the occa-
sion.

Holden enjoyed the performanc-

es, food and the opportunity to spend 
time with each other and new and old 
friends.

“The meal was great and the en-
tertainment was better. It was won-
derful, she could go on all day,” 
Holden said. “It was wonderful, it 
was very nice.”

For O’Connor, it’s also an oppor-
tunity to gather and spend time to-
gether, praising the senior center for 

The grand opening 
occurs on April 20

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The town’s 
new senior center held a soft 
opening on March 18 to intro-
duce the community to its new 
space.

Located at 250 Springfield 
St. behind Town Hall, the new 
space includes an information 
station, lounge space, a cafe 
area, a library space and a large 
multipurpose room, with a divid-
er included between that and the 
cafeteria and commercial kitch-
en. Opening the folding glass 
doors in the multipurpose room 
brings you to an outdoor space 
that is ADA-accessible and will 
soon contain patio furniture and 
bocce courts.

Heading upstairs, residents 
will find a game room with two 
billiards tables and additional 

lounge space, a bar-type area 
with stools and a counter, a fit-
ness room, a wellness room for 
appointments including mas-
sage, foot care, reiki, attorney 

visits, massage, reflexology and 
SHINE visits and two activity 
rooms.

The fitness room includes a 
membership of $10 per month 

for Wilbraham seniors and $20 
per month for non-Wilbraham 
seniors.

Paula Dubord, director of 
elder affairs, was excited to see 

residents come in to check out 
the new space.

“It’s been a long time in the 
making. I’ve been working on 
this for 14 years, so this is a day 
that we’ve been waiting for for a 
long time,” Dubord said. “We’re 
excited.”

Dubord is also excited about 
providing multiple spaces for 
seniors to spend time together, 
which the prior space did not 
have.

“We have a cafe that will 
have pastries and muffins and 
coffee daily available for folks. 
You take a few steps forward 
and you’re into the lounge area 
and around the corner from the 
lounge area is a beautiful library. 
All places that people can just 
come and sit, meet a friend, a 
play a game of chess or check-
ers or whatever,” Dubord said. 
“Upstairs, we have more space 
for people that we didn’t have 
before.”

Dubord said everything was 

Wilbraham’s new senior center holds soft opening

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Sarah the Fiddler entertains the audience during the St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon at the Hampden Senior Center.

Hampden celebrates St. Patrick’s Day 
with festive luncheon

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
An exterior shot of the new Wilbraham Senior Center on Springfield Street in Wilbraham. The senior 
center held a soft opening for the community on March 18.

Author Hanna 
Perlstein Marcus 
reflects on sewing 
and family

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - Author Hanna Perlstein Marcus vis-
ited the library on March 16 to talk about her latest 
book, “Sidonia’s Seam Binding.”

The book is the third in a memoir trilogy about her 
upbringing and her late mother, Sidonia Perlstein, a 
Holocaust survivor of three different concentration 
camps who was originally from Hungary.

Perlstein later immigrated to the United States and 
settled in Springfield, turning to sewing and dressmak-
ing to make a living.

The first two books are “Sidonia’s Thread” and 
“Surviving Remnant,” with all three books available 

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Author Hanna Perlstein Marcus signs copies of her 
books to attendees during her author talk at the 
Hampden Free Public Library on March 15.

Please see SEWING, page 9Please see ST. PAT’S, page 4

Please see SENIORS, page 5
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Fax: 413-267-3496
Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com

www.richardgreeninsurance.com

• AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE

32 Somers Rd. 
Hampden, MA

566-0028

128 Main St.
Monson, MA

267-3495

Two Locations:

Please Visit Our Website For an 
Auto, Homeowners, or Life Insurance Quotes

• Great Locations • Registry Service
• Quotes Gladly Given • We Make Housecalls

Other topics include 
computers and future 
staffing 

By Harrison Giza
Staff Writer

hgiza@turley.com

WILBRAHAM – The Fi-
nance Committee came together 
on March 13 to hear about bud-
get cuts, computers and future 
staffing moving forward into the 
2025 year for the school district.

Aaron Osborne, assistant su-
perintendent for finance, opera-
tions and human resources, led 
most of the computer purchase 
discussion, detailing just how 
much HWRSD would be losing 
and gaining.

“In past years,” Osborne said, 
“we did offer an insurance plan. 
I think we had two, maybe three 
papers. It wasn’t very popular, 
quite honestly, I do not believe 
we will continue that because it 
didn’t really go anywhere. The 
challenge becomes the ability to 
control any of those devices and 
durability to integrate with those 
devices. Some of the devices 
that come in might be laptops, 
they might be iPads, they might 
be Apple MacBooks, things 
like that and it is really hard to 
provide support for all of those 
and then knowing what students 
might put on their own personal 
Chromebook.”

Osborne then explained the 
status of fiscal year computer 
plans, expanding on Chrome-
book stability.

“Dealing with those,” Os-
borne said, “we also have the 
ability when we are using our 
own Chromebooks, to really 
just swap a Chromebook for a 
student, so if there is an issue 
or a problem with that student’s 
Chromebook, we literally take it 
out of service, give them a new 
one and then we get that one 
fixed or we fix it ourselves. So, 
it is something that we have had 
in the conversation, but as we 
talk to other districts, they’ve 
had some real challenges dealing 
with that.”

The room changed tone as 
the conversation switched to the 
issue of cutting future HWRSD 
staff.

“As I think we talked about a 
number of times,” Osborne said, 
“our Green Meadows Middle 
School enrollment in the past 
year has all but dried up. We 
have a handful of, I believe, five 
total students at the Green Mead-
ows Middle School right now. 
All of the other students have 
transferred to Wilbraham Middle 
School, so we have really elimi-
nated those middle school teach-
ing positions.”

Osborne then showed a se-
ries of slideshow panels he had 
brought for the presentation to 
explain the situation, displaying 
over 20 expected position cuts 
ranging from school counselors 
to custodial positions. 

“Those are not layoffs of 
staff,” Osborne said, “most of 
those positions are sitting vacant 
for people who have already 
moved to other positions. So, 
we are not anticipating staff re-

duction to do that… we are plan-
ning on moving middle school 
students out of TWB (Thornton 
W. Burgess Middle School) this 
coming year so there are some 
staff that will be able to reduce 
due to those students moving to 
Minnechaug.”

Another important note Os-
borne spoke about was the signif-
icant amount of revenue changes 
over the past year, explaining 
HWRSD did not qualify for the 
Circuit Breaker Relief Reserve.

“We lost our ESSER Grant,” 
Osborne said, “as you know all of 
our ESSER/COVID money dries 
up this year. We were supporting 
the budget with $350,000 a year 
to retain positions and keep the 
budget stable. We, as we alluded 
to before, have run through most 

of our excess and deficiency. We 
have $763,000 available and last 
year we put $1,050,000 into the 
budget so that resulting differ-
ence is $287,000 of revenue.”

Finance Committee member 
Xiomara Albán DeLobato, who 
is also chief of staff and vice 
president for the Western Massa-
chusetts Economic Development 
Council, spoke her mind on the 
series of educational changes.

“Like the majority of any 
municipal budget,” DeLobato 
said, “whether it is us, Spring-
field or whoever, goes to edu-
cation… and I am a very firm 
believer that we do need to give 
when we have the ability to do 
it, give our young people and 
our students something… they 
are the future. When we are all 

gone, these kids are the ones that 
are leading our governments, our 
jobs, everything and there is a 
responsibility to make sure that 
our educators have the tools that 
they need in order to best prepare 
our students, and I can’t ignore 
the fact that this past year, and I 
say this also because I am a trust-
ee for another school, and the 
amount emotional burden and 
labour that has gone into the ed-
ucational system in general for 
our teachers is just brutal. It is 
just different than pre-pandemic. 
So I just feel that there is a lot 
of that as well, that out teachers 
and educators are not just deal-
ing with literal operational costs 
of running a school… it is also 
a major emotional shift that our 
children has experienced, that 
our teachers are dealing with 
outside of the classroom, it is 
just intensified times 100.”

DeLobato continued to speak 
with students and others in mind.

“I am a big advocate for mak-
ing sure that our school districts 
are funded,” DeLobato said, “be-
cause our educational system, 
in general, is always one of the 
first ones on the chopping block 
when we are looking at budget 
cuts and we forget that we all 
benefited from education when 
we were in it. So, for this pre-
sentation overall, thank you for 
clarifying any questions that we 
have. The last thing that I’ll say is 
that I think it is important to en-
sure that we are from a strategic 
vision of just smart investment. 
Just really thinking innovatively, 
creatively. I like that and I heard 
that tonight.”

Turley photo by Harrison Giza
A screenshot of a slide depicting staffing reductions to meet the 
FY24 and FY25 budget for the Hampden-Wilbraham Regional School 
District presented during the March 13 Finance Committee meeting. 

Finance Committee learns more about HWRSD budget cuts

HAMPDEN – The Hampden Senior 
Center Building Committee will host an in-
formational forum on March 21 at 6 p.m. 
at the Hampden Senior Center, 104 Allen 
St. The intent of the forum is to introduce 
the work of the Senior Center Building 
Committee and its consultant regarding the 
planned renovation and expansion of the 
center. The committee will present a brief 
presentation of the results of their year and 
a half review of the current and future needs 
of the senior center.

The presentation will begin at 6 p.m. 

and will be followed by a tour of the center 
for those wishing to participate. Committee 
members will also be available during this 
time to answer questions which might arise.

In April, a second forum will be pre-
sented at the senior center with a date to be 
announced. Town of Hampden residents are 
encouraged to attend one or both forums 
and may obtain additional information from 
the committee at the Town of Hampden 
website: https://www.hampdenma.gov/se-
nior-center-building-committee.

Hampden Senior Center Forum
scheduled for March 21

In our story on the March 4 Select Board 
meeting, there were errors brought to our 
attention that need to be clarified. The bill 
supported by State Sen. Jacob Oliveira is 
S1319 and by State Sen. Joanne Comerford 
and State Rep. Aaron Saunders is H3230. 

The bill mentioned in the article, S2164, 
was not mentioned in the meeting in ques-
tion and had been provided as additional 
background information to us around the 
issue. 

We apologize for these errors. 

Correction
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HASBEEN
Collectible Toys & Comics

GRAND 
OPENING!
Saturday, 

March 30th!

2378 Boston Road, Wilbraham (Right next to Frame & Picture Shoppe)
Hours: Tues.-Fri. 11-6 • Sat. 10-5 • Sun. 11-4

Relive your childhood or make space in your basement.

WE BUY, SELL & TRADE
Toys and Comic Books from the 60s through today. 

We carry everything from LEGO, Transformers, 
G.I. Joes, Star Wars, TMNT, Wrestlers & more!

Call us at 413-279-4389 or email us with pictures of 
items for sale at info@hasbeentoysandcomics.com

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM – 8PM
CLOSED EASTER SUNDAY

 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH 
FOR SPRING!

Specials March 20–26
Grade A Large White Eggs   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$2.99 doz.

Driscoll Strawberries 1 lb. pack  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2.99
Fresh Green Asparagus  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$1.99 lb.

Yellow & Zucchini Squash    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$1.49 lb. 
Brussels Sprouts .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$1.99 lb. 

Fresh Green Beans   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1.99 lb

Golden Ripe Pineapples Extra Large  $3.99 ea.

Golden Lemons Extra Large  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4 for $3
Locally Grown
Yukon Gold Potatoes 5 lb. bag   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2.99
Boars Head
Black Forest Smoked Turkey   .  .  .  .$12.99 lb.

Boars Head
Monterey Jack Cheese   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $7.99 lb.

Pretty Smiling
Pansies & Violas

Bunny Pots 
Bursting With Pansies

Gluten Free Foods
FRESH & FROZEN
Pies, Desserts, 

Cupcakes & Cookies

From Randall’s Easter Kitchen
Randall’s Quiche ~ 8 Varieties

Fresh Baked Fruit Pies & Cream Pies
Cider Donuts • Fresh Fruit Salad

BOARS HEAD BONELESS 
SWEET SLICE HAM
Whole Halves $6.99 lb. 

through March 30

Fill Your Easter Basket
TEMPTING ASSORTMENT 

OF EASTER CANDY
Chocolate Bunnies Milk & Dark

Gourmet Jelly Beans
Vermont “Nut Free” 

& “No Whey”
Chocolate and Candy

Place Your Easter Pre-Orders 
By March 28th
For Pick Up March 30th

CLOSED EASTER SUNDAY

Beautiful White Easter LiliesBeautiful White Easter Lilies
Tricolor Easter Egg MumsTricolor Easter Egg Mums

Dreamy Blue & Pink HydrangeasDreamy Blue & Pink Hydrangeas

Blue Seal, Janik & Boar’s Head Kielbasa

“Hop Into The Greenhouse”
Beautiful Blooming Spring Bulbs
Colorful Tulips, 
Sunny Daffodils
Fragrant Hyacinth
    2 for $17
     $9.99 each 6-inch pots

Double pole issue also 
discussed

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Board of Se-
lectmen held a public hearing on 
March 18 on a National Grid/Veri-
zon pole petition.

The support pole would be in-
stalled approximately southeast of 
the intersection of Pinewood Road 
and Allen Street.

Kyle Jewers, a representative 
from National Grid, explained the 
petition pertains to a single pole lo-
cation required to support pole load-
ing analysis.

“It will be three or four feet off 
of the roadway and it’s just simply to 
support one of the utility poles along 
Allen Street,” Jewers said.

After Selectman member John 
Flynn asked if it was a support pole 
and Jewers confirmed yes, Craig 
Rivest wondered about the location.

“So it’s going to be directly 
across the street with a guy wire rid-
ing above to support the pole on the 
other side?” Rivest said.

“Yes,” Jewers replied.
“Is the pole compromised that it’s 

going to be supporting?” Rivest said. 
“I’m assuming that’s why it’s sup-
porting it, I mean, because there’s 
something wrong with the pole.”

Jewers said no.
“There’s an additional circuit go-

ing on top of the whole line on the 
east side of the road. It’s just needed 
for the support of the new circuit, re-
ally,” Jewers said.

When Rivest asked why other 
poles aren’t needed for this type of 
support, Jewers explained this pole 
has a slight angle with a couple of 
services.

“The loading analysis that we 
do on these double circuit poles, we 
hold them to a higher standard be-
cause they’re more critical,” Jewers 
said.

Chair Donald Davenport then 
brought up double poles, explaining 
how there’s a backlog of 50 in town 
to be replaced and “there’s probably 
another 50 here, so it’s like 100 dou-
ble poles.”

“I sent a letter--I sent an email 
to National Grid and to Verizon and 
neither one had the courtesy to re-
spond. So, I’m probably going to be 
petty and vote against this one,” Dav-
enport said.

Davenport showed Jewers photos 
of double poles in town, including 
one dangling off the base and being 
held up, he assumed, by the wires. 
Braces were also moved.

He explained his concerns about 
no response from Verizon and Na-
tional Grid, stressing the importance 
of being kept up-to-date.

“Because two things. Number 
one, they’re dangerous. Number 
two, they’re on a main street and I 

think the people pay enough money 
in rates to National Grid and Veri-
zon and Spectrum that, you know, 
we could at least take care of this 
in an expeditious manner,” Daven-
port said. “At least with what the 
law says, which is 90 days. But that 
one that’s floating in air, the mystery 
pole, is quite interesting.”

Rivest added reports of power 
outages and cable interruptions with-
in the area where the infrastructure 
is being replaced as another concern.

“Today, for instance, there was a 
momentary--I don’t know how long 
it was--but there was a power outage 
which set off fire alarms in a build-
ing,” Rivest said. “So I mean there’s 
a little bit going on over there.”

Lisa Jasinski, another representa-
tive from National Grid who used to 
work in Hampden, suggested Daven-
port send her his initial email so she 
can make sure someone gets in touch 
about the double poles.

“If there is a pole set, typically, I 
can’t say the top of it, but typically, 
electric or National Grid’s wires are 
transferred,” Jasinski said. “Because 
we transfer and then we cut off that 
old pole down so that the next utili-
ties can (work).”

Everyone agreed to have Admin-
istrative Assistant Lauren McCor-
mick forward the email to Jasinski.

No abutters or residents were 
present at the meeting to share their 
thoughts.

The petition was approved 2-1.

Selectmen hold public hearing on National 
Grid/Verizon pole petition

WILBRAHAM - The Keep 
Wilbraham Beautiful Committee 
(KWBC) has announced that the 
2nd Annual Earth Day Community 
Clean-Up will take place on Sat-
urday, April 20. Those interested 
in volunteering can report to Foun-
tain Park between 8 - 9 a.m., where 
safety vests, gloves, trash pickers, 
and garbage bags will be provid-
ed. KWBC representatives will di-
rect volunteers to areas of town in 
need of trash removal. A compli-

mentary lunch will be provided to all 
volunteers at Fountain Park follow-
ing the clean-up.

KWBC is appreciative of the 
generous continued support and col-
laboration of the DPW, local police, 
USA Waste, NEPM, and Wilbraham 
Select Board. Rice Fruit Farm and 
Friendly’s are joining the efforts for 
2024, and additional sponsors are 
sought to offset the costs related to 
the volunteer appreciation luncheon 
and the purchase of additional safe-
ty vests, signage, and trash pickers 
for the event. If you are inclined to 
offer monetary support, checks can 
be made out to the Town of Wilbra-
ham and earmarked for Earth Day. 
All sponsors will be recognized both 
on the KWBC website and Facebook 
page.

KWBC is also seeking organiza-
tions who would like to host a table 
at Fountain Park during the event. 
These tables could offer informa-
tion about taking care of the Earth or 
family-friendly activities.

For more information on how 
to get involved in this community 
event, please visit KWBC’s web-
site: https://sites.google.com/view/
wilbraham-earth-day-cleanup/home 
. KWBC can also be found on Face-
book by searching “Keep Wilbraham 
Beautiful” or https://www.facebook.
com/groups/keepwilbrahambeauti-
ful/.

You can also contact Event Chair 
Megan Harrigan at keepwilbraham-
beautiful@gmail.com.

2nd Annual Earth Day Community Clean-Up 
seeking volunteers and sponsors
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providing events such as the luncheon for 
seniors to enjoy.

She added how the senior center holds 
luncheons for every holiday.

“It’s been great because you’re always 
looking for things to do now that you’re 
retired,” O’Connor said. “When we have 
a gathering like this, we make it a point 
to come.”

Holden was thrilled to see so many 
people turn out for the luncheon, with 
O’Connor saying it was unbelievable.

“I think it’s wonderful. It shows that, 
even though we live in a little town, it 
shows that we can do big things,” Holden 
said.

Sarah the Fiddler, her real name Sar-

ah Lynn Michel DaSilva, loves bringing 
her shows to the community to share the 
power of music and connection, explain-
ing she also performs at nursing homes.

She also works with people who have 
Alzheimer’s and dementia, watching how 
music transforms them.

“What’s fascinating about music is 
that they can still sing. It’s really pow-
erful. So I can go into a room and know 
that I got somebody who’s Irish and I can 
play ‘When Irish Eyes Are Smiling’ and 
they will start singing,” Michel DaSil-
va said. “And a lot of times, if there’s a 
family member there, the family member 
would say, ‘I haven’t heard his voice in 
years, because he hasn’t talked but he will 
sing.’”

Michel DaSilva hopes attendees 

learned “there’s a lot more to the fiddle 
than people think.”

“Today, the community was brought 
on a journey. We did Old-time, we did 
Irish, we did Cape Breton, we did Scot-
tish, we did Bluegrass. The fiddle is capa-
ble of so many styles that no matter who 
you are, there’s going to be a style that 
you’re going to be able to connect with,” 
Michel DaSilva said.

Diane Marino, the senior center’s ac-
tivities coordinator, was elated with the 
event and praised the volunteers who lent 
their support.

“It was amazing. Everybody was clap-
ping and enjoying it so, so much. Every 
time someone walked by me when they 
left, they congratulated the event. ‘Please 
have more of these’ and ‘Get more people 

like Sarah,.’ She was great,” Marino said. 
“It was just so exciting for us to be able to 
do this for our seniors.”

Marino wants the community to keep 
an eye out for future events, so they don’t 
miss them.

“We fill up very quickly, so if you read 
about anything that’s going on, please call 
right away and reserve a seat,” Marino 
said. “I hope that you can come and enjoy 
all of our events.”

O’Connor and Holden also encourage 
the community to attend future luncheons.

“Don’t miss it! Come and you’ll have 
a good time,” O’Connor said.

“The more people that come, the more 
they’ll be able to have it every year and 
that’s important, I think,” Holden said.

Sarah the Fiddler with her music as she awaits meeting 
attendees during the St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon at the 
Hampden Senior Center on March 15.

From the left, Audrey O’Connor, Marion Holden and Cathy 
Roissing smile for a group photo during the St. Patrick’s 
Day Luncheon at the Hampden Senior Center.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Sarah the Fiddler plays her fiddle as attendees watch 
during the St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon.

Joe Dziok sings “Danny Boy” during the St. Patrick’s Day 
Luncheon at Hampden Senior Center. Dziok performed 
alongside Sarah the Fiddler and her husband, Keith 
DaSilva. 

Submitted photo Diane Marino
A group shot, from the left, of Mindy Meeker, Patty Tabb, Angie Jacque, Claudia Kapinos,  Mikki Langone, Caryn 
Greco, Lil Fedora and Tom Farrow, the volunteers who helped the senior center prep and serve during the St. 
Patrick’s Day Luncheon at the Hampden Senior Center.

Sarah the Fiddler 
and Arthur Audet 
get into the groove 
during the St. 
Patrick’s Day 
Luncheon at the 
Hampden Senior 
Center. Audet 
would frequently 
dance to the songs 
throughout the 
luncheon.

Judy Fleury was one of many attendees decked out in 
St. Patrick’s Day-themed attire.

ST. PAT’S from page 1



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESMarch 21, 2024 Page 5

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN ROAST 
RIB END or LOIN END ........

lb

USDA INSP. HATFIELD OLD TIME
HARDWOOD SMOKED 
SKINLESS & SHANKLESS
WHOLE HAM ..........................

USDA INSP. 
$209

lb

SALE DATES: 
3/21/24-3/27/24

$244

lb

USDA INSP. BONELESS
KAYEM BUDDABALL 
WHOLE SMOKED 
PIT HAM .............................

$369

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN 
DRUMSTICKS TRAY PAK ...............

USDA INSP. 

KINGFISH STEAKS w/ 
HEAD OR TAIL ........................
USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

HADDOCK FILLETS .................

$4999
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CLEANED 
CONCH MEAT 5 LB BOX ..................

$499
lb

USDA INSP. BONELESS
HONEY HAM 3 LB AVERAGE ....

$199
lb

lb

FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF RIBEYE

$599

49¢
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WILD CAUGHT 
SALMON FILLETS 1 LB BAG ......... lb

$599

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$829
lb

WHOLE 
OR HALF

CUT
FREE

AMERICAN
LEG OF LAMB

$799
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
16/20 COUNT 1 LB BAG ..................

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST

HOLIDAY 
PORK ROAST

STUFFED W/ HAM
CHEESE, PEPPER, 
BACON, OLIVES

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESSlb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
HAM PORTION 
BUTT or SHANK 1 LB .............99¢

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
1/2 SPIRAL HAM ...................$129

USDA INSP.
BLUE SEAL KIELBASA 
FOR EASTER ..........................$499

lb

EASTER HAMS

$449
lb

Lenten Specials

$499
lb

$555
lb

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

May 4 ......... Kennedy Library .................................. $95
June 11-14 .. Boothbay Harbor Vacation ............. $799
June 29 ....... Lake George Cruise & Lunch ........... $175
July 13 ........ Cape Cod Canal & Lunch .................. $130
Aug. 30 ....... 7-Night Nova Scotia Cruise .. from $1499

NIGHT 
CANADA & 
NEW 
ENGLAND 
CRUISE 
Norwegian Gem – 
Departing August 30
Call now – 
Availability Limited!

possible due to the community support, expressing grat-
itude to the Friends of Wilbraham Seniors and everyone 
who donated to their capital campaign.

“All of the furniture, the equipment you see in here, 
all of the accessories, the art, everything was paid for 
through those donations. They worked very hard to raise 
it,” Dubord said.

Dubord said the new space will also encourage so-
cialization for seniors and places to connect, sharing 
how people are already talking about forming friendship 
groups or friendship clubs.

“That’s what it’s all about. We are hoping for people 
to come in, feel connected, get connections with people 
and make this a place they just want to come and hang 
out,” Dubord said.

Dubord encouraged the community to share their 
ideas on what events and programming they would like 
to see in the new senior center, expressing excitement at 
the opportunity to provide more for seniors.

“The possibilities here are endless, so we really want 
to hear from folks. What do they want and we will try to 
make it happen,” Dubord said.

Dubord wants the community to know the senior cen-
ter “is a center for the community” and they look forward 
to offering space for events, meetings and for local and 
community groups.

“We’re really excited about having the whole com-
munity come in to use this space,” Dubord said.

Dubord’s message for residents about the soft open-
ing was this.

“We appreciate everyone’s support and we welcome 
everyone to come by and take a look. We couldn’t have 
done this without the entire community’s support, so we 
appreciate that and we look forward to many years here 
in this building,” Dubord said.

The new senior center will, next, hold its grand open-
ing on April 20 at 10 a.m. with a ribbon-cutting ceremo-
ny followed by an open house until 1 p.m. The following 
day, April 21, another open house will take place from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

SENIORS from page 1

A look inside the fitness room at the new Wilbraham 
Senior Center in Wilbraham containing 13 pieces of 
fitness equipment including treadmills, bikes, ellipticals 
and more.

From the left, Jered Sasen, director of Veterans Services, 
Paula Dubord, director of elder affairs at the Wilbraham 
Senior Center, Barbara Harrington, social services 
coordinator at the Wilbraham Senior Center, and 
Jennifer Finnigan, activities/volunteer coordinator at the 
Wilbraham Senior Center, smile for a group photo.

A photo of the new information station kiosk as 
residents arrive in the new Wilbraham Senior Center. 
The kiosk includes information on events, volunteer 
opportunities, the lunch menu and more.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
A wide shot of the library space at the new Wilbraham 
Senior Center.

The game room, containing two billiards tables, a bar-
type space with a counter and seating and more lounge 
space inside the new Wilbraham Senior Center on 
Springfield Street in Wilbraham.

A photo of one of the activity spaces inside the new 
Wilbraham Senior Center in Wilbraham.

The wellness space for appointments including 
massage, foot care, reiki, attorney visits, massage, 
reflexology and SHINE visits inside the new Wilbraham 
Senior Center. 

Support the local
businesses that support
your local newspaper.

Let them know you saw
their ad in the

Wilbraham Hampden Times
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VIEWPOINTS

A Fiskdale couple reported seeing an 
American woodcock in their large field. 

They said, “On Saturday, March 9 we heard 
the first woodcocks of the season. So happy to 
have them back.”

The woodcock has an extremely long bill, 
a short neck, a dark back and buff breast. Its 
feathers blend into the leaf litter. The long bill 
allows the bird to probe into the earth and it can 
open its beak below the surface to grab prey. 

It can eat its weight in earthworms within 
24 hours. It also easts insects and seeds. Wood-
cocks inhabit woods and thickets bordered by 
open areas. 

Both sexes make a “peeent” call. In spring, 
woodcocks display in open fields. The male 
rises in the air in wide circles. When he reaches 
about 50 feet about the ground his wings start 
to make a twittering sound. At about 200 to 
300 feet the twittering stops. He give a canary 
like flight song and begins a zig zag descent. 

Several males may display in the same 
field. Woodcocks are polygamous. Females are 
attracted to the area and mate with the males. 
Males continue to display after mating and 
may mate with other females.

After mating, the females raise their brood 
alone. The nest is a scraped depression in the 
ground lined with twigs or grass and placed 
within 100 to 200 yards of the male’s display 
ground. The female lays four buff eggs with 
brown splotches. 

Canada geese
On Friday, March 1 I saw a large flock of 

Canada geese in a field in Spencer. On Mon-
day, March 4 I heard the honking of geese. I 
looked up and saw two large flocks of Canada 
geese fly overheard. The first flock flew lower 
and lower and landed in my hayfield and the 
pond next to it. The second flock flew much 
higher and headed northward. 

Belted kingfisher
On Feb. 29, a spotted a pair of belted king-

fishers at a small pond in Ware on my way back 
from the Ware River News/Barre Gazette of-
fice. I was surprised to see them this early.

Black bears and more
I received an email from a Wilbraham res-

ident. He said, “It was March 1, when I woke 
to see the damage a bear did to our poles and 
feeders. This was the second time our poles 
and feeders were damaged by a bear, in the last 
few years. Shame on me, for not bringing the 
feeders in at dusk.”

He said, “We have been casual bird watch-
ers and feeders for over thirty years. It is relax-
ing and fun to see the local and migratory birds 
visit our feeders. Unfortunately, we have to 
consider the risks associated with placing food 
sources in our back yards. It means we have to 
be aware and maybe take the feeders in at dusk, 
putting them back out in the morning.” He also 

said, “However, that will not eliminate the 
chance for a bear/human encounter. Last year, 
a black bear was in our neighbors back yard, 
at 10:30 a.m. in the morning. The bear was at-
tracted by the chickens in the coup. Fortunate-
ly, they have an electrified fence, surrounding 
the coup. After getting shocked, it ran across 
the street and into Cedar Swamp woods. It will 
be back, since a bear does remember where the 
food sources are located.” He said he recently 
saw a male, pileated woodpecker. 

Loon fact
The Loon Preservation Committee in 

Moultonborough New Hampshire included 
these interesting loon facts in their newsletter. 
Loons are physiologically adapted for life in 
the water, so much so that they struggle to walk 
on land as a result. Their dense, thick walled 
bones help to weigh them down in the water. 
The extreme rear-placement of their legs and 
feet allows them to maximize the propulsive 
force that they can exert with each kick. 

Many studies documented the duration 
of observed loon dives. Most of these stud-
ies have reported that average loon dives last 
somewhere between 33 and 52 seconds, re-
gardless of season or location. Loons diving to 
deeper depths tend to spend more time under-
water than those diving in more shallow areas. 

In a study of loons using Lake Michigan as 
a stopover site during fall migration, Kenow 
et al. (2018) found that loons diving to depths 
of 40 m (131 feet) were spending, on average, 
139 seconds (over 2 minutes) underwater per 
dive. In contrast, loons diving to depths of just 
20 meters (65 feet) in that study were spending 
less time under water per dive (87 seconds, on 
average).

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-967-
3505, leaving a message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

Election
letters to
the editor 

policy
The Wilbraham-Hampden 

Times welcomes readers to partic-
ipate in this year’s election cam-
paigns by writing letters to the ed-
itor for publication on these pages. 
Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candi-
dates on the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be sent to 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, care 
of Turley Publications, 24 Water 
St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-289-1977 or emailed to kriv-
ers@turley.com. Please include 
a daytime telephone number for 
verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered 
for that Thursday’s newspaper. 
No attack letters will be printed. 
No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy 
will be printed. If the volume of 
letters received is larger than the 
space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, 
the newspaper reserves the right 
to print a representative sample. 
No endorsement letters will be 
printed in the last edition before 
the election. 

For more information, call 
the editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election cov-

erage, the newspaper plans to 
print stories about contested races 
for Congress, state Senate, state 
House, district attorney and Gov-
ernor’s Council during the weeks 
leading up to the election, as well 
as a question-and-answer voters 
guide. In order to ensure fairness 
to all candidates, no political press 
releases will be printed, nor will 
reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to 
further publicize their candida-
cy, beliefs and events may con-
tact advertising, 413-283-8393 
about paid advertising in Wilbra-
ham-Hampden Times.

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Photo by Keith Ramos/USFWS
American woodcock

News from my 
garden to yours

I received a text from a friend earlier today 
asking what is covering my strawberry plants.  

I answered her with one word: water. 
Yes indeed, a good portion of my garden is 

drowning at the moment, as are various parts 
of my yard. We have had too much rain in too 
short of a period and the ground is still frozen 
partway down.  

It’s happened before and will likely happen 
again, but every time it does, I wonder how 
these areas could possibly rebound and look 
good come spring. Usually, they do and with 
little help from me.  

The water recedes and spring comes.  
Keep in mind that the soil, be it in your 

garden or yard, will lose some of its fertility 
because of leaching, and it will be compacted 
from such excessive rainfall.  Give your plants 
a side dressing of compost this spring; it will 
be sure to help restore fertility and improve the 
condition of the soil in general.  

According to a soil test, my garden was 
notoriously low in nitrogen, so I incorporated 
blood meal into the soil at planting time with 
another dose a few weeks later.  It didn’t oc-
cur to me at the time, but flooding a couple of 
times early in the year could be the culprit of 
the low nitrogen reading.

Soil that is heavy with water literally push-
es out the space that was meant for oxygen and 
becomes compacted. Without oxygen, plants’ 
vascular systems won’t function properly.  

As I said before, a few days in the off sea-
son likely won’t hurt much, but if this were to 

happen during the growing season, your plants 
may look wilted even though they are sitting 
in water.  

Root rot, perhaps, or simply that the roots 
are unable to absorb the water around them. 

Lawns should be aerated to remedy this 
problem, and garden soil should be loosened 
– once it’s dry of course – to get some air into 
the soil. This can be done numerous ways, by 
use of various hand tools. 

 Although scratching around with a three 
tine cultivator will likely bring some weed 
seeds to the surface, it is one of my favorite 
things to do in the garden. I find it a great 
stress-buster, too.  

Do remember to try not to walk on satu-
rated soil or it will compound the problem.  
Even in the spring when you are working in 
your garden, place a board under your feet to 
distribute your weight evenly and prevent more 
compaction.

Have you noticed that your houseplants 
have begun to put on an abundance of new 
growth?  Mine sure have! Support this with a 

dose of half strength liquid fertilizer.  
I need to take cuttings of fuchsia and ge-

ranium plants that I overwintered. It will sure 
be great to make cemetery logs with our own 
geraniums this year.  

I will simply cut a terminal (meaning top) 
stem about 4-5 inches long just after a node 
(that’s where the leaved join the stem). I’ll 
carefully take off all but the top two or three 
leaves and insert the leafless section into a 
small pot (say around 2-3 inches in diameter) 
of good quality moist potting soil.  

The two or three leaves you left will be 
above the soil line. If you have rooting hor-
mone on hand, you can dip the stem into that 
first, but you don’t have to; plants in active 
growth usually root fine even without it.  

I will place my cuttings in indirect light and 
mist with a spray bottle a couple of times a day 
to keep them from wilting before they root. 
Check in about a month, and if you are lucky, 
roots will have formed.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Please see IN THE GARDEN, page 12
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Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri-
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to dzbierski@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly 

correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor-
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito-
rial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu-
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hamp-
den TIMES is published ev-
ery Thursday by Turley Pub-
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho-
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos.

Editorial 
Policy

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Small Eurasian 

deer
  4. Irish county
 10. A major division 

of geological 
time

 11. Broadway actor 
Lane

 12. Canadian 
province (abbr.)

 14. Human gene
 15. Two
 16. A famous one 

is blue
 18. Utter repeatedly
 22. Ring-shaped 

objects
 23. Spoils
 24. Occurs
 26. Commercial
 27. Near
 28. Products you 

may need
 30. Pledge thrown 

down as a 
challenge

 31. TV network
 34. Silk or cotton 

garments
 36. Soviet Socialist 

Republics
 37. Retired 

American 
football coach 
Dean

 39. Hot dish
 40. A type of gin
 41. Atomic #84
 42. Sawhorse
 48. About ground
 50. Medicine man
 51. Seedless raisin
 52. Capital of 

Albania
 53. Appendage
 54. OJ trial judge
 55. By the way 

(abbr.)
 56. Bicycle parts
 58. Barbie’s friend
 59. Moved one’s 

neck to see
 60. Commercials

CLUES DOWN
  1. Make up for
  2. Baltimore 

ballplayer
  3. Salary
  4. Influential 

world body
  5. Engravers
  6. Declared as 

fact
  7. One who steals
  8. Jewelry
  9. Hospital 

employee 
(abbr.)

 12. Nonsense 
(slang)

 13. Town in Galilee
 17. Value
 19. A fake name
 20. Sheep in their 

second year
 21. Town in Surrey, 

England
 25. Appropriate for 

a particular time 
of year

 29. Creative works
 31. Recesses
 32. W. Pacific 

island group
 33. Tolkien 

character
 35. Ancient symbol 

co-opted by the 
Nazi party

 38. Pioneer
 41. Scribe
 43. Painted a 

bright color
 44. Lowest 

members of 
British nobility

 45. Actress 
Thurman

 46. Type of sugar
 47. Crest of a hill
 49. N. American 

people of British 
Columbia

 56. Device
 57. The Mount 

Rushmore State

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

Highlights include costs
and safety

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Select Board agreed 
on March 18 to have another meeting 
with the Finance Committee on Memorial 
School.

Chairman Theresa Goodrich was absent 
this week.

Town Administrator Nick Breault ex-
plained a formal letter from the Finance 
Committee was drafted to the board seek-
ing several pieces of information on the fu-
ture of Memorial School.

“Basically, in summary, how much 
will it be for the proposed amount to fix 
the building, to reduce what is being pro-
posed for rec complex and perhaps other 
uses and over what period of time and that 
the Finance Committee would like this to 
be brought to town meeting for a vote,” 
Breault said.

Breault said he was unsure if they had 
time to propose an actual plan.

“Even though we do have that plan 
from the recreation study and we also have 
previous needs from the building study that 
outlined like a baseline to keep the build-
ing, but I think what Finance is looking for 
is beyond that and they’re looking for those 
costs, but then also what will it cost to con-
tinue to keep the building,” Breault said.

Another suggestion, Breault said, was 
a warrant article presented by the board, 
binding or not binding, about moving for-
ward with Memorial School “in some fash-
ion.”

“And perhaps state, if it passes, that 
the town would come back at a subsequent 
meeting with the actual plan and the num-
bers,” Breault said.

Select Board member Michael Squindo 
said he struggles to understand “how you 
could project the cost of a building into the 
future.”

“I mean, nobody would have thought 
in 2022, 2023, that we’d have an increase 

in inflation 
after years 
of relatively 
controlled, if 
I may, infla-
tion,” Squin-
do said. “So, 
I don’t see 
how that’s 
a viable ex-
ercise to the 
d e t r i m e n t 
of moving 
f o r w a r d 
with mak-
ing a build-
ing safe, 
a building 

that is currently being used by a significant 
portion of a demographic that’s in town, a 
building that has recently been submitted 
for historical relevance. So, even if we, as 
a Select Board, agreed to pull all the pro-
grams out of there, the town as an entity 
is still pursuing historical designation. So 
we’re going to go through two years of his-
torical designation for a building that’s go-
ing to collapse? I don’t see how that makes 
logical sense either.”

Squindo added when he rewatched the 
Finance Committee meeting where Brian 
Litz, director of Parks & Recreation, pro-
posed this year’s budget, Litz explained 
how portions of the gymnasium ceiling 
collapsed.

“Thankfully nobody was in there, but 
there’s no question as to whether or not 
this building needs to be repaired. So, from 
a long-term plan proposal, my question 
would be what’s the plan for if that build-
ing collapses on people?” Squindo said. 
“That’s far more expensive in every sense 
of the concept than any plan going forward 
to maintain or sustain that building that, 
clearly, the town has presented an invest-
ment in keeping.”

Squindo suggested a plan barring any 
future plans to change the course and focus 
on “getting the building to a place where 
it can be sustained, maintained and kept 
safely.”

After a shift in conversation on 521 
CMR upgrades and how much the building 
was appraised for years before, Vice Chair-
man Sue Bunnell explained how she had 
attended the last two Finance Committee 
meetings where roof repairs for Memorial 
School “was kind of not a question” and 
needed to be fixed.

“But there’s more than one ask, cor-
rect, and I think that was where it started 
to trigger some of the Finance Committee 
members because how much is the roof and 
then how much is the other piece of it that 
we’re looking to do and then you add in the 
pickleball courts, which, frankly, we made 
a decision so that’s not really in their pur-
view,” Bunnell said.

After reviewing what the recreation 
budget is for this year, along with oth-
er budget items, it was determined that 
$110,000 was recommended for the Me-
morial School roof repairs.

Bunnell also considered the idea of the 
non-binding question or warrant article, but 
Squindo said he doesn’t “see any direction 
changing with a non-binding vote” regard-
ing Memorial School given the push to pre-
serve and use it.

“I hear you, but I’m not opposed to it. 
I don’t think it’s a justification to stall any 
of what we’re trying to do,” Squindo said.

The conversation concluded when Bun-
nell suggested another meeting with the 
Finance Committee, with Breault saying 
he would speak with Finance Committee 
Chair Kevin Hanks to schedule it.

Select Board to meet with Finance 
Committee on Memorial School

Dog licenses also available 
HAMPDEN - A Rabies Clinic will 

held at the Hampden Veterinary Clinic 
at 28 Somers Rd, on Saturday, April 6 
from 9 a.m. to Noon.  The cost of the 
rabies vaccination will be $25 for dogs, 
cats for one-year vaccine will be $25 
and cost for a three-year vaccine will be 
$50.

By Massachusetts state law, all cats 
over six months of age should be vac-
cinated. 

A Rabies vaccination is good for one 
or three years, depending on the dog’s or 

cat’s previous vaccination history. 
Make sure you bring your two most 

recent rabies certificates for the doctor 
to review.  

All cats should be in a carrier and all 
dogs must be on a leash. 

Our Town Clerk, Eva Wiseman, will 
be available to sell dog licenses.  The li-
cense costs $10 for male or female dogs 
and $5 for neutered or spayed dogs.  A 
rabies certificate is required to obtain a 
dog license.

For more information, please call the 
Board of Health office at 566-2151 ext. 
102.

Hampden Rabies Clinic for dogs 
and cats takes place April 6 

Wilbraham Garden 
Club April meeting 
takes place April 4

WILBRAHAM - The April meeting 
of the Wilbraham Garden Club will hold 
a sandwich luncheon at Noon on Thurs., 
April 4. We do need a reservation for this 
meeting as we are inviting all surround-
ing Garden Clubs. Please call Norma at 
596-8173 for a reservation.

The speaker for the day will be the 
well-known, Bob Whitney, whose top-
ic will be “Stix, Twigs, Moss, Stones 
& Flowers.” Bob brings a “breath of 
spring” to us at this meeting. His pro-
gram will consist of arrangements using 
items from nature that can be found in 
our yards. His finished creations will be 
raffled at the end of the program.

Wilbraham 
Women’s Club 
meets April 11

WILBRAHAM - The April meet-
ing of the Wilbraham Women’s Club 
will be on Thursday, April 11 in St. 
Cecelia’s Parish Center on Main St. 
in Wilbraham. The luncheon at noon 
will be “Make Your Own Sundaes”. 
Sandwiches will also be served.

The speaker for the day will be 
Big Y Dietician, Kathy Jordan, who 
is a consulting dietician for the Big 
Y. She will give us the tools to live 
the life we deserve. She will be shar-
ing lots of tips and ideas to help us 
make healthy choices when buying 
food and cooking meals.

Town of Hampden looking 
for Zoom Operator

HAMPDEN - The Town of Hampden is looking for a 
Zoom Operator for evening municipal meetings.

Please contact the Hampden Selectmen’s office for 
more information at 413-566-2151, ext. 100, or select-
men@hampdenma.gov. 
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OBITUARIES

Death 
Notices

Lawrence W. Hatch
Died March 11, 2024

Services were
March 17, 2024

Lombard Funeral 
Home

Lawrence W. Hatch
1939-2024

HAMPDEN — Lawrence W. 
Hatch, 84, passed away Monday, 
March 11, 2024, surrounded by love 
of family.  Larry was born in Staf-
ford Springs, CT to the late Carl H. 
and Barbara D. (King) Hatch. He 
was a lifelong resident of Hampden.  
Larry was a graduate of Agawam 
High School where they had an ag-
ricultural program. He was a heavy 
equipment operator and truck driver 
working for area companies before his retirement.

Larry was active for over 40 years with the Hampden 
Volunteer Fire Department, retiring as Chief. He was a 
member of the Mass Fire Chiefs Association and Hamp-
den County Mutual Aid.  In the Town of Hampden, he 
served on the planning board for many years and was an 
auxiliary police officer in the 1970’s.

He was an avid NASCAR fan traveling to the Dayto-
na 500 for 34 consecutive years and also visiting Louden 
and Dover as often as he could. He enjoyed gardening 
and sharing the bountiful harvest with family and friends. 
He also enjoyed old engines and tractor shows.

Larry leaves his life partner, Eva A. Wiseman; his son, 
Carl A. Hatch and his wife Terry of Hampden; daugh-
ter, Linda J. Hatch of Palmer, stepson, Donald Wiseman 
and partner, Ellen Nelligan of Southbridge; six grand-
children, Karlyse, Samantha, Jeremy, Zachary, Melis-
sa, Jonathan; five great grandchildren and many nieces, 
nephews, extended family members and friends. Larry 
was predeceased by a son Edward L Hatch; his brothers, 
Rollyn, Richard and Norman as well as his best friend 
and partner in crime David “Davey” Sutcliffe.

Lombard Funeral Home of Monson was entrusted 
with the arrangements. Visiting hours were held Sunday, 
March 17, 2024 from 1 – 4 p.m. Burial will be at the 
convenience of the family.  In lieu of flowers memorial 
contributions may be made to the Springfield Shriners 
Hospital for Children 516 Carew St. Springfield, MA 
01104.  For online condolences please visit www.lom-
bardfuneralhome.com.

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Wilbraham-Hampden Times

I know I have lost loved ones to can-
cer and in fact I don’t know anyone 
who hasn’t, but this story isn’t about 

loss but rather about hope and what one 
woman has created because of her can-
cer journey!  Just by her unselfishness 
she has helped so many with what I con-
sider, Random Acts of Kindness as she 
doesn’t always know the recipients of 
her efforts.

Cindy Sheridan-Murphy was diag-
nosed with breast cancer for the first 
time in 2009, she endured all the treat-
ments, was considered cancer-free and 
then she was diagnosed with her sec-
ond bout of breast cancer in 2014.  For 
those who know Cindy, you would also 
know something as I learned when chat-
ting with her, she’s a fighter and has a 
determination to make a difference by 
helping others. With that determination 
to make a difference she co-partnered 
with singer/song- writer Debra Lynn Alt 
and created a 501(c)3 non-profit in 2019 
called ‘Each Moment We’re Alive’.

Cindy met Debra shortly after her 
second cancer diagnosis. Debra had 
written a song in honor of her dear 
friend Monica who was an incredible 
photographer that unfortunately lost 
her battle with cancer in 2012.  Monica 
and Debra were able to collaborate and 
created a wonderful book that captured 
many of Monica’s photographs and in-
cludes a CD of Debra’s inspiring song 
along with other beautiful creations.  
Because of their collaboration and now 
Cindy’s partnership with Debra, to name 
their charity after Debra’s song was a 
natural fit.

Cindy has always lived a life of giv-
ing back. She was a youth soccer coach 
plus a high school soccer coach for five 
years and actually brought her team to 
their first tournament in ten years.  She 
loved all the coaching but when her 
daughter became a high school student 
she knew it was time to stop so her 
daughter could play sports without mom 
being the coach. 

After coaching sports and being di-
agnosed, Cindy realized coaching was 
coaching regardless for what and so the 
non-profit was created.  During COVID, 
Cindy wanted to continue to help peo-
ple by supplying the tools and support 
to survivors when going through treat-
ments or completing them.  She learned 
how to do Zoom meetings and has cap-
tured members from Indiana, Florida, 
Michigan and New Jersey as well as 
local audiences.

Cindy has expanded this non-profit 
to include everyone regardless of their 
type of cancer.  She knows that cancer 
doesn’t just impact that 
person but their circle 
of people as well. Her 
Zoom meetings are ev-
ery Tuesday and it’s 
an opportunity for sur-
vivors to connect for 
support and inspiration.  
She has monthly local 
gatherings for contin-
ued cancer support, and 
quarterly webinars.  Her 
after cancer support 
programs include the 

context of ‘Living a new day’ and ‘I sur-
vived cancer, what’s next?’  

March is the cancer awareness month 
for colorectal, kidney and multiple my-
eloma. As we know, cancer knows no 
season so please do your screenings.

Cindy has a couple of things she uses 
as her mottos, “Cancer is something that 
happens to you, it doesn’t define you.” 
And she also believes, “We don’t walk 
this earth alone, we have a circle of An-
gels.”

Cindy is the Angel for many and 
continues finding ways to help others.  
She offers seminars to educate employ-
ers about the needs of a person dealing 
with cancer. Her charity will be hosting 
their 5th Canine’s Fur Cancer Support 
walk in West Springfield on June 28 
as she knows that dogs are a great sup-
port for people on their cancer journey.  
Cindy holds a position on the Baystate 
Noble Hospital Patient Family Advisory 
Council representing the voice between 
the hospital and the patient.  Her charity 
decorates a tree each year for the Ron-
ald McDonald House to support them.  
She’s involved with Our Lady of Hiber-
nian in Holyoke which is for Irish Cath-
olic Women and with this group once 
a month makes sandwiches for Kate’s 
Kitchen.  She is also a Rotarian and they 
strive to promote services for the per-
sonal, business and community life.  She 
believes in giving back to make a posi-
tive impact.  So as you can see, Cindy 
is an inspiration to others by leading the 
way of doing Random Acts of Kindness.  

This past January, Gary Rome’s 
Hyundai Hope on Wheels presented 
Cindy as the representative of ‘Each 
Moment We’re Alive,’ a $10,000 check 
so she can continue her very important 
supportive cancer work.  What an honor 
to be chosen for this award! Congratu-
lations Cindy!  You truly are making an 
incredible difference!

If you would like to know more about 
Cindy’s incredible work, please see her 
website. https://www.eachmomentwere-
alive.org   You’ll find events happening, 
how to find help for support and you’ll 
feel the warmth she emits from the pag-
es.  Thank you, Cindy, for all the help 
you so willingly offer to others. 

If would like to tell me a story about 
a Random Act of Kindness please con-
tact me at bdt514@aol.com or 413-788-
7514.  Who knows, you might see your 
story in this column, ‘Just ‘Cause’ you 
witnessed, did or received something 
nice being done.  See you next month 
with another Random Act of Kindness! 

~  Barb

By Barb Turcotte

Paula Fleming
pfleming@boston.bbb.org

Everyone knows to look for phony 
emails - they can appear in your email in-
box or even at work. Scammers can easily 
make messages that appear to come from 
anywhere, like your boss’s email account 
or a close family member. But what about 
phone calls and voicemail?

Scammers can use new AI technology 
to mimic the voice of someone you know 
and create a phone call or voicemail re-
cording. This “voice cloning” technology 
has recently advanced, and anyone with 
the right software can clone a voice from 
a very small audio sample.

How the Scam Works
At work, you get a voicemail from 

your boss. They instruct you to wire thou-
sands of dollars to a vendor for a rush 
project. The request is out of the blue. 
But it’s the boss’s orders, so you make the 
transfer. A few hours later, you see your 
boss and confirm that you sent the pay-
ment. But there’s one big problem; your 
manager has no idea what you are talking 
about! It turns out that the message was 
fake.

At home, you may receive a phone 
call or voicemail from a family member 
in an urgent situation like an accident or 
a medical emergency. They provide con-
vincing details and ask for money imme-
diately via a digital wallet payment app 
like Venmo or PayPal. You find out later 
that the story wasn’t true, and your money 
is gone.

A consumer recently shared on Scam 
Tracker, “Received call on 1-26-24 I 
thought it was my daughter-in-law she 
said Hi mom calling to say she was pulled 
over driving and has a broken nose and 
is now being. She was frantic to have me 

call the lawyer right away. She asked me 
3 times if I wrote the name & number 
down. I said yes. She said she had to go 
right now as they are taking her. Her voice 
sounded just like my daughter-in-law.”

With the US now amid the 2024 elec-
tion season, scammers may use the tech-
nology to mimic candidates’ voices to 
sway voters or potentially drum up “do-
nations.”

How to avoid AI voice cloning scams:
Resist the urge to act immediately. No 

matter how convincing a phone call or 
voicemail may sound, hang up or close 
the message if something doesn’t feel 
right. Call the person who claimed to have 
called you directly with the phone num-
ber you have saved for them. Don’t call 
back the number provided by the caller 
or caller ID. Ask questions that would be 
hard for an impostor to answer correctly.

Don’t send money if you’re in doubt. 
If the caller urgently asks you to send 
money via a digital wallet payment app 
or a gift card, that may be a red flag for a 
scam. If you wire money to someone and 
later realize it’s a fraud, the police must 
be alerted.

Secure your accounts: Whether at 
work or home, set up multifactor au-
thentication for email logins and other 
changes in email settings. At work, verify 
changes in information about customers, 
employees, or vendors.

At work, train your staff: Create a 
secure culture at your office by training 
employees in internet security. Make it a 
policy to confirm all change and payment 
requests before transferring. Don’t rely 
on email or voicemail.

For more information 
For more information on emergency 

scams, read the BBB’s scam alert or the 
FTC’s article.

BBB Scam Alert: New tech creates 
fake phone calls and voicemails
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Call for your free quote and/or consultation today!

You need it 
insured -

I’ve got you 
covered!

Looking 
for better 
insurance
with that 

HomeTown 
service?

Need help 
listing or 

buying real 
estate?

Licensed in MA, CT, FL and SC

CALL TODAY! Angela Goncalves
INSURANCE AGENT AND REALTOR   |    agoncalves0297@gmail.com

C: 413-552-8309   •   F: 413-895-5805

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

Climate Controlled Units 
Available

Units & Sizes Available:
Climate Controlled 5x10/10x10

Regular Units 5x10/10x10/10x15/10x20/10x30

Outside Parking Spaces Also 
Available for Boats, RVs, Trailers, Etc.

New Owners

• Overgrown property?
• Excavator Services • Extreme Brush Cutting!

• Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal • Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
• Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand • Storm Clean-up • Small Demo • Insured

JOSH ROZELL 413.636.5957

on Amazon, Barnes & Noble and 
wherever books are sold.

The event, along with re-
freshments, was made possible 
by the Friends of the Hampden 
Free Public Library.

Perlstein Marcus shared after 
her first book became popular, 
she wrote a follow-up and, later, 
the third and latest book.

“It’s just a story that’s true 
to my heart and I felt that other 
people might want to hear about 
it, and particularly people in the 
Springfield, Hampden, Long-
meadow area, find places and 
names of stores and names of 
streets that they’re familiar with, 
that I grew up with,” Perlstein 
Marcus said.

Reflecting on her mother, 
Perlstein Marcus focused on her 
talent for sewing and fashion, 
explaining how 35 of her dress-
making pieces are part of an ex-
hibition titled “Sidonia’s Thread: 
Crafting a Life from Holocaust 
to High Fashion” in Connecticut.

Three of her mother’s pieces 
were also displayed at the author 
talk.

“I’m really proud of the skill 
that my mother had and I was 

proud of myself for 
being part of her en-
terprise,” Perlstein 
Marcus said.

Perlstein Marcus 
was humbled by the 
impact her books 
have made on read-
ers.

“I feel honored that I’ve been 
able to do that. As I was telling 
other people, everybody has a 
story. You have a story, every-
body here has a story. I intend-
ed to write my story and so that 
people would know that story. I 
didn’t keep it to myself and that’s 
not very easy to do, to reveal a 
lot of these things to the public,” 
Perlstein Marcus said. “But we 
all have stories. We all have sto-
ries and these are just mine. As it 
turns out, they resonate with a lot 
of other people.”

Perlstein Marcus also 
stressed the importance of never 
forgetting the Holocaust.

“I think the Holocaust is an 
example of how hatred can get 
out of control. It not only affects 
the people during that period 
of time that were victims, but it 
affects us today. I’m not shaped 
by the Holocaust but, in part, it’s 
such an important part of my 

background,” Perlstein Marcus 
said. “For me to be able to write 
about it is such an important 
piece and I’d like to think that 
my family is proud of me for be-
ing able to do that, so I get a lot 
of satisfaction out of that.”

After her latest release, Perl-
stein Marcus plans to work on a 
historical fiction book, currently 
in the early stages of develop-
ment.

“So we’ll see in the next year 
or two what I come up with,” 
Perlstein Marcus said. 

Perlstein Marcus thanked ev-
eryone for attending.

“I’m just so pleased that so 
many people are still interested 
in knowing about me, coming 
to see me, par-
ticularly in this 
area. This is 
my hometown, 
so what greater 
satisfaction can 

a person have than to have peo-
ple in your own hometown area 
come and see them and want to 
know more about them?” Perl-
stein Marcus said. “I love com-
ing up to this area.”

To learn more, visit han-
naperlsteinmarcus.com. To, also, 
learn more about the exhibition 
of Sidonia Perlstein’s dressmak-
ing pieces, visit sidoniasthrea-
dexhibit.org.

A close-up shot of a day dress designed by Sidonia 
Perlstein, a Holocaust survivor, that her daughter, Hanna 
Perlstein Marcus, displayed during her author talk at the 
Hampden Free Public Library on March 16.

Author Hanna Perlstein Marcus speaks with attendees 
about her latest book “Sidonia’s Seam Binding” during 
her author talk on March 16. The talk took place in the 
Townhouse Auditorium.

A shot of a slideshow displaying Haute Couture during 
Hanna Perlstein Marcos’s author talk at the Hampden 
Free Public Library on March 16.

Attendees check out pieces designed by Sidonia 
Perlstein during the author talk event with Hanna 
Perlstein Marcus at the Hampden Free Public Library on 
March 16.

Hampden Free Public Library Director Ellen Moriarty 
provides opening remarks during the author talk with 
Hanna Perlstein Marcus at the Hampden Free Public 
Library on March 16.

SEWING from page 1

Copies of Hanna Perlstein Marcus’s books, “Sidonia’s Seam 
Binding,” “Surviving Remnant” and “Sidonia’s Thread” during 
Perlstein Marcus’s author talk at the Hampden Free Public Library. 
The event included Perlstein Marcus talking about her latest book 
and participating in a Q & A and book signing. 
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Your Ad 
Could Be Here!

Contact
Jocelyn for details

jwalker@turley.com
413-283-8393

Sponsor Our Double Page 
Photo Spread - The Most 

Looked at Section of the Paper!

Time to 
emerge from 

hibernation 
and kick-start 
your business 

for Spring & 
Summer!

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

Readers are encouraged to send 
in medium to high resolution 

photos for this page by e-mail to 
dzbierski@turley.com or mail to 

TIMES, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. Please note that if you send 
us a photo of the Times in different 
parts of the world, please include 
a recognizable landmark in the 

background. Examples:
Eiffel Tower; castle in Spain.

WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

The Wilbraham Women’s Club inducted two new members at the club’s March meeting.  Pictured left 
to right are: President Maureen Mikuszewski, new members Mary Jane Kostek and Deb Campfield and 
Membership Chairman Pam Auslander. Photo and caption submitted by Sue Agnew

Wilbraham Women’s Club inducts new members

Heidi Kane, children’s librarian at Wilbraham Public 
Library, was all smiles when Megan Marshall and her 
dog therapy, Cadence, paid a recent visit to the library. 
Marshall and Cadence have been coming to the kid’s 
reading program for the past few years, volunteering 
their time and services through the Bright Spot Reading 
Buddles program. The photo was also taken by Jamie Hageman. 

A visit from Cadence the therapy dog

On Friday, March 1 the students at Wilbraham Middle School Shut Down 
The School to have some fun and continue to build a strong school 

community. Students played Family Feud, Basketball Pass and Live Action 
Hungry Hungry Hippo. It was a ton of fun and the kids of Wilbraham Middle 

School loved it! Photos and caption submitted by Kristen VanDerBeken

Wilbraham Middle School students 
‘Shut Down the School’
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Community Bulletin Board

Send us in your announcements!
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, please keep it
to less than 50 words.  Please send to krivers@turley.com

Happy Birthday 
Owen Alves

Love,
Your Mom, Dad and sister Adeline

Tom O’Carroll entertained 
attendees at Wilbraham Public 

Library on March 4 with an 
Irish music concert.

Photos submitted by Emilie Lang

Patrons enjoyed 
an adult craft 
event creating 
folded book 
hearts at 
Wilbraham 
Public Library on 
March 11. 
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TREE WORK

CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393

YOUR LOCAL YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED TRUSTED 

RELIABLERELIABLE
DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE

HOMEHOME 
PROs

HOME REMODELING

413-783-1101 • www.cummingrf.com

• Kitchen & Bath 
   Remodeling

• Windows, Decks, 
   Flooring & More

Call for An Appointment

HOME ENTERTAINMENT
THE MOST DEPENDABLE 

STREAMING 
SYSTEM 

FOR MOVIES & TV SHOWS 

THE MOST DEPENDABLE STREAMING SYSTEM
FOR MOVIES AND TV SHOWS

Unlimited TV, 
movies and 

sports!

Cut the cord 
and tell Cable 

you got a 
better offer

Watch what you want, when you want!
Call Jim at 413-391-2345

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

566-2916
Evening & Weekend Appointments Available!
Billy Bond - The Area’s #1 “Go To” Septic Guy!

Fully Insured • Family Owned

Hampden Septic
Pumping • Installation • Title 5 Inspections • Perc Tests

LUMBER & FEED

SEAMLESS GUTTERSJUNK REMOVAL

Magnet P.I.
Your Junk Collecting Man!
Get Rid of ALL your junk at a reasonable price.

Even the Tough Stuff!
Boilers, hot Water Tanks, Oil Tanks, T.V.’s, Monitors, 
Mattresses, Pools, Hot Tubs, Tires...We take it all!
Call Doug at 413-455-4397

For Your Interior And Exterior Living Spaces!
84 Hubbard St., Ludlow • 413-583-3472

Mon- Fri 7:30am -5:00pm; 
Sat 7:30am – noon; closed Sunday

CABINETRY
DOORS  •  WINDOWS  

DECKING
ROOFING

AND MORE  ...

Verdon’s
Seamless Aluminum Gutters

Over 40 Years 
Experience 

Family Owned & 
Operated

65 Main Street, Wilbraham • (413) 596-9611
Mon.-Fri. 7am to 5pm - Please No Sundays - Lic.#105559

www.verdonsgutters.com • verdonsgutters@charter.net
Fully Insured & Free Estimates

CUSTOM MADE & INSTALLED CONTINUOUS SEAMLESS ALUMINUM GUTTERS & DOWNSPOUTS

CONCRETE SERVICES

SPARTAN
CONCRETE SERVICES, INC.

COMMER C IAL /R ES IDEN T IA L
2460 Boston Road, Unit 4, Wilbraham

(413) 214-7983 • www.SpartanConst.com
spartanservices@gmail.com

Bobcat, Concrete & Outdoor Living Area Solutions

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

■  Tree Removal   
■  Structural Pruning
■  Crane Service
■  Storm Damage 
■  Stump Grinding

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation 413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE ON

Local
HOME PROs
mmcgarrett@turley.com

413-283-8393

Depending on the size pot you used, 
and the size of the roots, it may be a good 
time to put the plants into a bigger pot and 
place them in a sunnier window until it’s 
safe to plant them outside.  

My daffodil plants are starting to pop 

up here and there in the yard. I had a little 
bit of balanced organic granular fertilizer 
left from last year, so I sprinkled it around 
the clusters.  

Now and once the flowers have gone 
by are the two best times to fertilize nar-
cissus.  I am so excited to enjoy the varied 
colors and scents from this huge Genus of 

plants.  
To me, they are the epitome of a 

true spring flower.  Soon enough, soon 
enough!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massachusetts. For 31 
years she has held the position of staff 

horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

IN THE GARDEN from page 6
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POST
Computer Systems

Repairs • Upgrades
New & Used Equipment • Trade-ins

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-5177 • www.pocosys.com

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses,  
home offices, family systems, mobile professionals and 

everyone in between is what separates POST from all the rest.

Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

3.5” x 2”

MKT-5894N-A > edwardjones.com

Christopher O'Connor 
Financial Advisor

2141 Boston Rd Suite G 
Wilbraham, MA 01095 
413-596-6875

3.5” x 2”

MKT-5894N-A > edwardjones.com

Christopher O'Connor 
Financial Advisor

2141 Boston Rd Suite G 
Wilbraham, MA 01095 
413-596-6875

Your Hometown Dry Cleaners
Family owned and operated since 1935

GET TO KNOW OUR
GREAT SERVICE

“We get 
stains out 

like it never 
happened.”

464 Main St., Wilbraham
Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm, Sat. 9am-1pm

Sun. closed

2 Convenient 
Locations

413-736-5476  •  parkcleaners413.com

262 Allen St., Springfield
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-3pm
Sun. 9am-2pm

Ask about 
special pricing 

for first 
responders

15% OFF 
DRY CLEANING 

when you 
pre-pay!

413-244-1943
A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research

Affordable Waste SolutionsAffordable Waste Solutions
Your Hometown Provider for 

Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Service✓ Pick Up or Delivery
✓ Assorted Colors

Call for
more information
413-595-4096

AB
MULCH

&
A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research.

413-244-1943
AAffordableffordable  WWasteaste  SSolutionsolutions

We’ve GotWe’ve Got
Options Options 
For Your For Your 
Spring Spring 

Projects!Projects!
Roll Off Dumpster 10, 15, 20, 30 Yard Sizes & Front Load Dumpsters

GOT
MULCH?
YES WE DO!

94.7 WMAS CMN 
Radiothon raises 
$289,355 for Baystate 
Children’s Hospital 

SPRINGFIELD - The annual 94.7 WMAS CMN 
Radiothon, held on March 5-6, transformed the 94.7 
WMAS studios at the Naismith Memorial Basketball 
Hall of Fame into a bustling hub of generosity and com-
passion. This year, the Radiothon successfully raised an 
impressive $289,355 in support of the Baystate Chil-
dren’s Hospital, demonstrating the unwavering com-
mitment of the Western Massachusetts community to 
its local children.

Throughout the two-day event, the Kellogg Krew, 
alongside other 94.7 WMAS personalities, spearhead-
ed fundraising efforts, rallying listeners and supporters 
to contribute to this vital cause. The overwhelming re-
sponse underscored the deep-rooted compassion and 
generosity prevalent in Western Mass to make a differ-
ence in the lives of children facing medical challenges.

Reflecting on the remarkable support garnered 
during the Radiothon, Audacy Senior Vice President 
Craig Swimm expressed gratitude, stating, “We can’t 
believe the support Radiothon receives from the local 
community. We are so lucky to have a hospital like Bay-
state in our backyard.” Swimm’s sentiments echo the 
sentiment shared by many, highlighting the invaluable 
role played by Baystate Children’s Hospital in provid-
ing essential care and support to children and families 
in need.

The impact of the 94.7 WMAS Radiothon extends 
far beyond monetary donations, embodying a collective 
dedication to nurturing and safeguarding the well-being 
of the youngest members of the community, while also 
spotlighting the tireless efforts of Baystate Children’s 
Hospital’s world-class doctors, nurses, and staff. Since 
its inception, the Radiothon has been a beacon of hope, 
raising over $5,000,000 for local children, and serving 
as a testament to the power of unity and compassion in 
our local community.

As Western Massachusetts continues to rally behind 
the Baystate Children’s Hospital, the legacy of the 94.7 
WMAS CMN Radiothon shines brightly, illuminating 
a path of kindness and generosity. Donations are still 
being accepted: Log onto wmaskids.com for more info. 

Paula Fleming
pfleming@boston.bbb.org

The housing market is constantly 
changing. Whether it’s competitive or 
slow, if you want to buy a home, you 
need to be prepared.

As a prospective buyer, you can 
make your offers on homes more com-
petitive by  getting pre-approved for 
financing  from a mortgage lender  be-
fore even bidding on a house. This lets 
the seller know you›re a serious buyer 
and provides reassurance that the sale 
will close without issues.

Fortunately, shopping around, com-
paring prices, and negotiating deals 
can save you thousands of dollars on a 
mortgage. To get the best deal, compare 
all the costs, and understand how mort-
gages work.

If you are buying a home, refinanc-
ing your home, or taking out a home 
equity loan, follow these tips to help 
make your search for a mortgage lend-
er a success.

How to shop for a mortgage lender
Know how much you can spend up-

front.  Before you ask for information 
from a lender, it’s a good idea to know 
how much you can spend on a loan and 
the maximum monthly payment you 
can afford. This information will be 
crucial to your home search and nego-
tiations, so review your budget before-
hand. Get familiar with interest rates, 
too. Depending on the economy and 
if mortgage loan interest rates are high 
or low, this may impact how much you 
can spend on a home.

Get to know your loan op-
tions. Loan options include loan terms, 
interest rates, and the loan type. The 
loan term refers to the length of the 
loan, which may be 15 or 30 years. 
Shorter loans usually have higher 
monthly payments with lower interest 

rates. Interest rate types may be fixed 
or adjustable. Fixed-rate loans are low-
er risk but carry higher interest rates. 
Adjustable-rate mortgages (ARMs) 
have lower interest rates, but the rates 
can change over time. Loan types may 
be conventional or part of a government 
program. A trustworthy mortgage lend-
er can help you understand your options 
and choose the best loan for you.

Understand the difference between 
a broker and a lender.  According 
to ConsumerFinance.gov, a lender is a 
bank or other financial institution that 
loans money directly to you. A broker 
acts as a middleman, comparing loan 
options on your behalf. The  Federal 
Trade Commission adds, “It might not 
always be clear if you’re dealing with a 
lender or a broker, so if you’re not sure, 
ask.” You’ll want to know who you’re 
working with since brokers usually pay 
a service fee separate from the lender’s 
fees. There are brokers and lenders, so 
evaluate those differences and see what 
works best for you.

Get information from multiple lend-
ers and brokers before making a deci-
sion. The FTC advises getting as much 
information from each lender as possi-
ble. Keep your options open since dif-
ferent lenders may offer different rates. 
Ask about interest rates, loan types, 
annual percentage rates, points, down 
payments, mortgage insurance, and all 
other fees. This will help you get a clear 
view of the actual cost of the mortgage.

Understand whether you should pay 
points. Your mortgage lender will likely 
give you the option of paying for dis-
count points. Mortgage points are fees 
you pay a lender to reduce the interest 
rate on a mortgage. Typically, one dis-
count point equals 1% of the mortgage 
amount and will reduce your interest 
rate by .25%. Depending on how long 
you plan to keep your home and your 

mortgage, this extra cost may or may 
not make sense. This  calculator will 
help you figure that out.

Working with a broker? Make sure 
they find you the best deal. If you pre-
fer to hire a broker to shop for loans for 
you, know that while brokers can access 
several lenders, they aren’t obligated to 
find the best deal for you unless they 
sign a contract to act as your agent. Al-
ways ask questions and be sure you’re 
comfortable with the loan you choose.

Be prepared to negotiate the best 
deal.  Loan officers and brokers can 
keep some or all of the overages (the 
difference between the lowest available 
price and any higher price you agree to) 
of a loan as extra compensation. This 
means you can negotiate a price lower 
than what they initially offered. The 
best way to negotiate is to have the bro-
ker or lender give you a written list of 
all the costs and fees of the loan. Then, 
ask if they will reduce or waive com-
pletely one or more of the fees. You can 
also show them a competitor’s offer to 
see if they will give you a better deal.

Watch out for scams.  Shopping 
around for a mortgage lender will help 
you get a general idea of how much a 
loan costs, which will help you spot 
and avoid any offers that seem too 
good to be true. Be wary of unsolicit-
ed calls and emails offering you great 
rates on a mortgage or «no-cost» loans. 
Never give in to high-pressure sales 
tactics.  ConsumerFinance.gov warns 
about phishing scams where con artists 
attempt to divert your closing costs and 
down payment by suggesting you wire 
the money into a fraudulent account 
right before your loan closes.  Never 
wire money until you verify the closing 
instructions in person with your trusted 
loan representatives.

BBB Tip: Choosing a mortgage lender
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LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

This is a topic that will be 
hard for some of us to read.  As 
we age, there are so many chang-
es in our bodies that can make it 
difficult to be the skillful driver 
we once were.  Perhaps family or 
friends have identified that they 
have concerns about our driving, 
or maybe it is much more sub-
tle, friends are no longer eager to 
accept our offers for a ride.  On 
a personal note, we may notice 
it is harder to keep up with the 
maintenance of a car, the pump-
ing of gas, the confusion of in-
spection stickers and registration 
renewals and insurance issues.  
The decision to seek evaluation 
of our driving skills is a person-
al one.  It may be to reassure 
ourselves or others that we are 
safe to operate a car.  Some of 
these issues can be mitigated 
by changing our driving habits, 
others may reveal that we need 
to strategize new modes of trans-
portation going forward.

Physical Changes – It is well 
documented that there is a higher 
incidence of arthritis in the aging 
population, as well as lessen-
ing of muscle mass as we age.  
This can make it harder to grip 
a steering wheel, engage a brake, 

or even turn adequately to assess 
oncoming traffic.

What can help: Make sure 
your pain and joint stiffness is 
adequately treated to maximize 
function (this may require a vis-
it to your primary care provider 
or specialist), drive a car with an 
automatic transmission, have it 
fitted with larger rear-view mir-
rors, stay physically active to im-
prove your strength and flexibil-
ity. For those with leg problems, 
hand controls can be installed in 
vehicles for both the gas a brake 
pedals.

Vision Changes – For peo-
ple needing glasses or contact 
lenses to see distance, these pre-
scriptions need to be kept up to 
date and visual acuity checked 
on a regular (yearly) basis. The 
increased incidence of cataracts 
in the aging eye can also cause 
a considerable decrease in night 
vision, both acuity and issue of 
glare from oncoming headlights 
or even traffic and warning 
lights.

What can help: Have a com-
prehensive eye evaluation to 
keep your eyeglass prescription 
up to date. Consider cutting 
back on night driving or times 

when you will be susceptible to 
the sun’s glare. Keep sunglasses 
handy for driving in bright sun-
light.

Hearing changes - As we age 
our ability to hear sounds on sev-
eral frequencies changes. Noises 
from horns, sirens or warning 
sounds from our own cars can 
be more difficult to hear.  This 
issue is worsened when back-
ground noise of conversations 
or the radio is competing for our 
attention.

What can help:  Have your 
hearing acuity checked at least 
every three years. Use assistive 
devices as recommended. Try to 
keep the inside environment of 
your car as quiet as possible to 
facilitate hearing sounds outside 
the vehicle.

Slower reaction time and 
reflexes – As we age, even nor-
mally, our reflexes slow, mak-
ing it difficult to react to sudden 
changes in our environment. 
Shortened attention spans can 
contribute to our inability to do 
two things at once, such as turn-
ing or braking to avoid sudden 
changes in traffic patterns.

What can help:  Leave more 
than adequate space between 

you and the car ahead of you, 
start braking early when you 
need to stop, avoid heavy or rush 
hour traffic. Consider different 
routes to take to avoid highway 
driving.

Medications - Some medica-
tions taken for chronic medical 
conditions can have side effects. 
Drowsiness, lightheadedness, 
mental fogginess, can all impair 
our ability to be safe behind the 
wheel.

What can help: Be honest 
with your primary care provider 
about all of the medicines you 
are taking; even the ones that 
are not prescriptions. Seek the 
advice of a pharmacist about 
meds that may affect your driv-
ing. Don’t ever drive if you feel 
lightheaded or drowsy.

Overall, be proactive.  Ex-
press your concerns to your 
health care provider, have your 
driving skills checked by an 
occupational therapist or other 
trained professions.  Seek in-
formation about driving skills 
through your auto insurance pro-
vider, AARP or AAA.

And be honest with yourself!
Do other drivers honk at you?
Have you had some acci-

dents, even minor “fender bend-
ers”?

Do you get lost, even on 
roads that you know?

Do cars or pedestrians seem 
to appear out of nowhere when 
you are driving?

Do you find yourself being 
distracted while driving??

Each of these things do not 
necessarily mean you will be 
considered unsafe and be forced 
to surrender your license, but 
they should give you food for 
thought. When will you know 
it is time to make other arrange-
ments to ensure your continued 
independence?

Evaluate your own driving 
using a self-rating tool.

www.exchange.AAA.com  - 
Senior Driver Safety

Mark your calendar to join us 
for the official Wilbraham Senior 
Center Grand Opening and Rib-
bon Cutting Ceremony to be held 
on Saturday, April 20, 2024!!

As always, feel free to send 
questions/ comments to seniorin-
fo2021@gmail.com or leave a 
voicemail at 596-2800 ext. 315. 

Linda Tatko Cooper 
RN for Wilbraham Senior Cen-

ter Building Committee

HAMPDEN – The following pro-
grams will occur at the senior center on 
Allen Street in the coming weeks. 

“African Drumming” with Jason
12-week Session – through April 12
Fridays, 2:15 p.m. to 3:15 p.m.
No classes on March 29.
The cost is $6 per class. Please call 

566-5588 for availability 
and put your name on our waitlist for 

future classes.

Elms College Nursing Students will 
be here

Wednesdays, 9:15 a.m. to Noon
They will do blood pressure screening 

and provide educational health informa-
tion.

Please call 566-5588 to let us know 
you will be joining us.

STCC Dental Hygiene Students are 
coming!

Students will be here on Thursdays, 
9 a.m. to 11 a.m., March 21 and 28.

Topics will include discussions about 
cavities, periodontal disease, dental pros-
thetics, and oral-systemic link. They will 
have raffle prizes, free goodies, and lots 
of information. Stop by their table to learn 
about the importance of oral health!

They will be providing oral cancer 
screenings on March 21.

STCC Dental offers the following 
procedures: 

Dental Exams, Regular Cleanings 
with X-rays, Deep Cleanings, Full Mouth 
X-Rays, Panoramic X-rays, etc.  A full 

menu of procedures and fees is available 
at reception at the Hampden Senior Cen-
ter.

Springfield Technical Community 
College dental hygiene students are under 
the direct supervision of licensed dental 
hygienists. Dentists provide all treatment 
procedures.

Please call 413-755-4900 to make an 
appointment.

Easter Breakfast
Wednesday, March 27 at 9 a.m.
Becky and Wendy will be making a 

hot breakfast, so join us for 
Egg Bake, Breakfast Potatoes, Fruit, 

Coffee, and Juice.
The cost is $3.00 per person. Please 

call 566-5588 to reserve your seat. Space 
is limited.

Grab & Go East Dinner 
Thursday, March 28, pick up from 2 

p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Enjoy a delicious Easter Dinner of 

Ham, Potatoes, Vegetable, and Dessert.
The cost is $5 per person. Please call 

566-5588 starting March 1st to order your 
dinner. 

HELP US STOCK OUR SHELVES 
with Toothbrushes & Toothpaste!

Thank you to those who donated liq-
uid dish soap last month. Every month 
we will target a different item to fill our 
shelves to provide non-food items to 
SNAP recipients.

HAMPDEN – The following senior 
trips are made available through the 
Hampden Senior Center. A minimum 
of 40 travelers are needed for any trip 
to run. All prices include a driver’s tip. 
Flyers are available at the senior center 
on Allen Street. Coach seat assigned 
as your $20 deposit is received (unless 
otherwise noted).

Please write a separate check to 
Bobbi for each trip; note trip name in 
the check memo.

 
MARCH 28, Thursday – Newport 

Playhouse for “The Ladies Foursome”, 
lunch, show (a little golf, a lot of se-
crets), cabaret; $ 125 per person. Full 
Payment Due March 7.

 
APRIL 23-25, Tuesday – Thursday 

- Lancaster, Pa. Amish country tour; 
play “Daniel” at Sight ‘n’ Sound The-
ater; $100 per person, deposit due at 
sign-up; $539 per person double; Full 
Payment due 3/15. Optional Cancella-
tion Insurance. $49 per person.

 

MAY 7, Tuesday – Aqua Turf show 
with Debby Boone, family-style lunch; 
$131 per person. Full Payment Due 
April 19.

 
JULY 4, Thursday - Tanglewood 

lawn seats, James Taylor concert, fire-
works; $ 100 per person. Full Payment 
Due June 7. 

 
JULY 10, Wednesday – Log Cabin 

‘Margaritaville” Jimmy Buffet Tribute 
featuring “Changes in Latitude”, Twin 
Lobster or Prime Rib; Self-Drive $92 
per person. Full Payment Due June 14.

 
AUGUST – Mt. Washington Cog 

Railway, stop in Manchester halfway, 
lunch; Cost, date to be announced. 

AUG. 26, Mon – Newport Play-
house” Nunsense: A Musical” buffet 
lunch, show, cabaret; $125 per person. 
Full Payment Due Aug. 7.

 
 

SENIORS

Bobbi’s Senior Trips – Hampden Monthly Highlights for March at 
the Hampden Senior Center:

announcements
birthbirth

This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and signifi cant anniversary announcements free of charge.
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your information.

www.turley.com

Support the local
businesses that
support your

local newspaper.
Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Wilbraham
Hampden Times

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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SPORTS

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE – After some dreary, cold, or rainy 
weather during the past few years, the people attend-
ing the Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day Road Race drew a 
winner yesterday.

On a sun-splashed afternoon with comfortable 
temperatures, the 47th running of the popular 10K 
Road Race took place.

More than 6,000 
brighten great day 
at St. Patrick’s 
Road Race

Wilbraham 5-6 team takes title

CHICOPEE – 
On Sunday, March 
10, Wilbraham’s 
5-6 Suburban 
Girls Basketball 
defeated Chicopee 
to take the cham-
pionship. The 
matchup was held 
at Chicopee High 
School, which 
hosted the playoffs 
this year.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Wilbraham’s 5-6 Girls Suburban Basketball team captured the league championship on Sunday, March 10.

Maycie 
Eldridge 
angles 
toward the 
basket.

Julie 
Torres 

starts her 
way down 
the court.

McKinley Jaeger goes for the open 
layup.

Mia Newman passes on the run. Molly Baroni pushes a shot on the 
hoop.

Reese Laviolette, of Wilbraham, finishes at 37:36.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Mckenzie Sinnott heads for the finish line.

Please see ROAD RACE, page 16



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESPage 16 March 21, 2024

With more than 6,000 harriers competing, and many 
more taking part in the Fun Run or walking events, the 
first part of St. Patrick’s weekend was definitely a suc-
cess.

Louis Serafini was the big winner of the main event. 
He completed the very hilly, 6.2-mile course in 30:12. 
Serafini is from Cambridge.

The top female was a local runner from Western Mas-
sachusetts. Anna Steinmen, of Springfield, came across 
the finish line at 37:00.

Ryan Davis, of South Hadley, was one of the top local 
finishers at 34:36. He was 20th overall.

This year’s race would feature runners from all over 
the region, the state, and surrounding states as many are 
preparing for the Boston Marathon, set to take place in 
just under a month on Monday, April 15. Many runners 
over the years have enjoyed using the St. Patrick’s Day 
Road Race as practice for the marathon because of the 
challenging hills throughout the streets of Holyoke that 
runners must navigate through.

Of the more than 6,000 runners who were registered, 
4,442 finished the 10K course this year. Race officials 
have said the participation level in the event is still re-
bounding from the pandemic. Prior to the pandemic in 
2019, race participants totaled about 7,000. The race was 
not held in 2020 and 2021 before it returned in 2022 with 
around 5,000 participants. More made their way out to 
the race last year, but that number was surpassed this 
year.

Because of that, the start of the race featured multiple 
waves, though 4RUN3 ran the bibs and electronic results 
kept accurate results for all those involved.

A number of this year’s participants were featured 
in the usual celebratory costumes and outfits for St. Pat-
rick’s Day, while many others opted for cartoon and oth-
er fictional characters, such as Spider-Man. Several local 
running clubs also made their way to the race, as did the 
youth of the region. Youth participants in the race were as 
young as seven-years-old.

Security was in full force at the event with plenty of 
presence from the Massachusetts State Police, Holyoke 
Police, and Hampden County Sheriff’s Department, and 
the event went off without any incidents.

Ian Wall is neck-and-neck with another runner as he 
heads for the final stretch.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Francis Nick checks his watch as he nears the finish 
line.

ROAD RACE from page 15

With April looming, the Quab-
bin Valley Over-28 Baseball League 
is looking for more players to fill its 
open roster spots.

There are more than 15 open 
roster spots as the league heads for 
its open practice and tryout date 
and teams are looking to fill their 
14-player rosters for a 2024 season 
that will see the league get back to 
its normal schedule.

The league is very enthusiastic 
to welcome new members to the 
league to fill these roster spots so 
all teams have the full depth they 
need. To register, go to: www.quab-
binvalleybaseball.org and click on 
the Registration tab.

Following heavy turnover be-
tween 2022 and 2023, the league 
had to downsize to five teams and 
ran a modified schedule that in-
cluded scheduled doubleheaders 
and bye weeks for teams in order to 
complete a 15-game schedule. Rain 

also hampered the league’s sched-
ule as well last year.

On March 3, the league’s board 
voted to bring in a new team, bring-
ing the league back up to six teams 
and creating an even schedule with 
every team playing on 15 Sunday 
morning starting on Sunday, April 
21 through late August with play-
offs to follow.

The league is also voted to play a 
segment of its schedule using wood 
bats only. The middle five games of 
the schedule will be played that way 
while the rest of schedule is played 
with either metal or wood bats.

The league will be holding an 
open practice for all league players 
and especially players who are new 
to the league on Sunday, April 7 at 
10 a.m. at Beachgrounds Park in 
South Hadley. 

Prior to that, the next meeting is 
scheduled for Sunday March 24 at 
12 noon at the Hangar Pub & Grill 

in South Hadley. All are welcome 
to attend the meeting, ask questions 
and express interest in joining. The 
league’s board will be discussing 
final preparations for the 2024 sea-
son.

The Quabbin Valley league is an 
all-abilities league and all are wel-
come to join. Eligibility is players 
who are age 28 and over. You must 
be 30 to be eligible to pitch in the 
league. Your age for eligibility is 
whatever age you will turn in 2024. 
The league is also able to entertain-
ing taking in an entire group as a 
team to add to the league. Please 
email the league board for to in-
quire about entering a team.

Games are typically held in the 
Easthampton and South Hadley 
area with some expansion to Chi-
copee, West Springfield, Agawam, 
and Granby being considered.

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer 

rdrago@turley.com

Tuesday Night Commercial Elks 
League

PALMER – The Tuesday Night 
Commercial Elks League is nearing 
the end of the regular season. 

The top five teams in the third 
and final round are seeking a play-
off spot at the end of the season. As 
of March 5, Acres are in first place 
at 10-2. Close behind Acres in sec-
ond place is The Blue B’s at 9-3.

In third place, The Champs R 
Here are at 8-4 and still lead with 
team high single (439) and team 
high triple (1253). Team BK and 
Last in Line are tied for fourth place 
at 6-6. The two lower seeded teams, 
Compression and Life is Good, 
have already clinched a playoff 
berth after each team won a round. 

Another match was between the 
#1 seed Acres against Last in Line. 
In game one, Acres won by a score 
of 374-363. Paul Tereso of Acres 
led the team with a 107 to start in 
the match. 

In game two, Acres continued 
with a strong performance on the 
lanes and won 381-341. Matt Ber-
telli bowled a 104 and Kenny Tru-
del led the team with a 111. 

In game three, Acres won the 
last game by a score of 408-379. 
Trudel finished the night with a 121 
and Dave Cobleigh finished with a 
113. 

Acres won total pinfall 1163-
1083 and all four points to maintain 
their #1 seed position. 

The winners of round one Com-
pression bowled against the Blue 
B’s. In game one, Blue B’s won 
387-375. Bobby Ward of Blue B’s 
started off with a 101.  

In game two, Compression de-
feated Blue B’s 369-365. In game 
three, Blue B’s won the last game 
by a score of 370-360. Blue B’s 
won total pinfall by a final score of 
1122-1104. 

Thursday Night Mixed League
After league night on March 14, 

The Thursday Night Mixed League 
will have two weeks left of the sea-
son.

In one match, Team Three 
bowled against Team Two. In game 
one, Team Three was victorious by 
a score of 412-379. Jesse Danek of 
Team Three led the team with a 106 
to start the evening. 

In game two, Team Three dom-
inated with another win 433-378. 
Danek bowled his best game of the 
season 132, which is now the lead-
ing high single of the league. 

In game three, Team Three won 
again for a three-game sweep by a 
score of 402-391. Danek finished 
with a 99 and a series of 337. 

Total pinfall scores were Team 
Three at 1247 and Team Two at 
1148.

Team Six, the winning team of 
round one, bowled against Team 
One. In game one, Team Six won 
414-385. In game two, Team Six 
won again 416-390. Dan Mahoney 
of Team Six led the team in game 
two with a 107. 

In game three, Team Six won 
415-405 for a three-game sweep. 
Team Six won total pinfall by a fi-
nal score of 1245-1180.

 

SPRINGFIELD – The Na-
ismith Basketball Hall of Fame 
announced the team rosters for the 
2024 Western Massachusetts Se-
nior High School All-Star Games. 
On Thursday, March 21, the Hall 
of Fame hosted the 2024 All-Star 
event on the Jerry Colangelo Court 
of Dreams at the Hall of Fame. A 
total of 60 players were selected 
from different divisions within the 
region to participate in three games 
that will showcase the top seniors in 
their final high school contest. 

“The Basketball Hall of Fame is 
honored to host the top high school 
basketball players from Western 
Massachusetts at our 13th annual 
All-Star celebration,” said John L. 
Doleva, President and CEO of the 
Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame. 
“We encourage the residents of 
Western Mass. to join us as we cel-

ebrate these outstanding seniors in 
the final game of their high school 
careers.” 

A committee of local coaches 
and media members who represent 
each division on the boys’ and girls’ 
sides selected the teams. Using the 
designated classes for the PVIAC 
Tournament, the players will be 
divided into six teams: two girls’ 
teams, two boys’ teams of Class A 
and B players, and two boys’ teams 
of Class C and D players. Only 
graduating seniors are eligible for 
the All-Star Games. Rosters can be 
found on the next page. 

For the 13th year, the Naismith 
Basketball Hall of Fame will rec-
ognize one boy and one girl as the 
Western Massachusetts Players 
of the Year. A special presentation 
will be made for the recipients 
during halftime of one of the par-

ticipating games. A panel of local 
media members selects the award 
winners, who are recognized for 
their achievements on the court, in 
addition to their sportsmanship and 
character off the court. 

The three All-Star Games were 
held on Thursday, March 21. There 
were two boys games and a girls 
game on the slate. 

Among the all-stars named were 
Granby’s Colin Murdock, Mon-
son’s Colin Beaupre, Ware’s Jack 
McKeever and Emily McGrail, 
Palmer’s Andrew Menard, Min-
nechaug’s Lylah Jeannotte, South 
Hadley’s Drew Alley, Holyoke’s 
Amilyan Treadwell-Mercedes and 
Shawn Rivera, Chicopee Compre-
hensive’s Alyssa Caney and Tineus 
McCluster, and Agawam’s Colin 
Smith.

More players needed to fill Quabbin 
Valley League rosters

Candlepin League News

Locals named to Senior All-Star Game

wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com
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Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

 Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD24P0536EA
Estate of: 

Sandra Banas-Clark
Also known as: 

Sandra B. Clark, 
Sandra Ann B. Clark, 

Sandra Ann Clark
Date of Death: 02/12/2024

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Phyllis Sharon of 
Rumford, RI requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the 
Petition.
The Petitioner requests 
that: Phyllis Sharon of 
Rumford, RI be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from 
the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
04/17/2024. 
This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance and objection 
if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file 
a timely written appearance 

and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Repre-sentative 
appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not 
required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the 
administration directly from 
the Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to 
the estate, including the 
distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Barbara M 
Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: March 13, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

03/21/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103  

Docket No. HD23P0115GD
In the interests of: 

Florentino Cardona
Of: Hampden, MA

RESPONDENT
Incapacitated Person/

Protected Person
CITATION GIVING 

NOTICE OF PETITION 
TO EXPAND THE

POWERS OF
A GUARDIAN

To the named Respond ent 
and all other interested per-
sons, a petition has been filed 
by BAYSTATE MEDICAL 
CENTER  of Springfield, 

MA in the above captioned 
matter requesting that the 
court:

Expand the powers of a 
Guardian of the Respondent.

The petition asks the 
court to make a determina-
tion that the powers of the 
Guardian should be expand-
ed, modified, or limited since 
the time of the appointment. 
The original petition is on 
file with the court.

You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written appearance at this 
court on or before 10:00 
a.m. on the return date of 
04/08/2024. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to 
file the written appearance 
if you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the writ-
ten appearance by the return 
date, action may be taken in 
this matter without further 
notice to you. In addition to 
filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written affidavit stating 
the specific facts and grounds 
of your objection within 30 
days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 

proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s right 
to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial 
affairs or both. The above-
named person has the right 
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request on 
behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be appointed 
at State expense.

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M. Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: March 11, 2024

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

03/21/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

 Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD24P0506EAA
Estate of: 

Claire M Cotti
Also known as: 

Claire Cotti
Date of Death: 10/22/2023

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed 
by Mark LeBeau of Indian 
Orchard, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the 
Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: 
Mark LeBeau of Indian 
Orchard, MA be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from 
the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
04/05/2024. 
This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance and objection 
if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file 
a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 

within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Repre-sentative 
appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not 
required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the 
administration directly from 
the Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to 
the estate, including the 
distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Barbara M 
Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: March 12, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

03/21/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD24C0093CA 
In the matter of: 

Samuel Isaac Dailey
CITATION ON PETITION 

TO CHANGE NAME
A Petition to Change 

Name of Adult has been filed 
by Samuel Isaac Dailey of 
Wilbraham, MA requesting 
that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to: 

Alek Ysayle Milov
 IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for 

purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appear-

ance at: Hampden Probate 
and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 04/12/2024.

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appear-
ance if you object to this pro-
ceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date:  March 15, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

03/21/2022

WILBRAHAM 
PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING

In  acco rdance  wi th 
M.G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 
5, the Wilbraham Planning 
Board will hold a Public 
Hearing on Wednesday, 
April 3, 2024 at 5:45PM in 
the Town Office Building, 
240 Springfield Street, to 
give interested parties the 
opportunity to comment on a 
proposed amendment to the 
Wilbraham Zoning By-Law to 
adopt regulations for Battery 
Energy Storage Systems and 
modify related regulations for 
Large-Scale Ground-Mounted 
Solar Energy Systems by 
amending Sections 1.3, 3.4, 
and 10.7 and by adding a new 
Section 10.9. The complete 
text of the proposed amend-
ments is available for review 
in the Town Clerk’s Office 
and the Planning Office 
during normal business hours 
and posted for public viewing 
on the Planning Board page 
of the Town of Wilbraham 
website at www.wilbra-
ham-ma.gov/123/Planning-
Board. All persons interested 
or wishing to be heard on this 
matter are urged to attend the 
public hearing.

Both in person and vir-
tual participation are avail-
able. To participate virtu-
ally go to https://meet.goto.
com/978691125 or call 877-
309-2073 (Access Code: 978-
691-125).

John McCloskey, Chair
03/01, 03/08/2024 

PUBLIC NOTICES

Submitted photo Brenda Willard

WILBRAHAM - The GFWC Wilbraham Junior Women’s Club invites you to our 
Annual Bunny Breakfast on March 23 from 8 a.m. – 11 a.m. at St. Cecilia Church, 42 
Main St. Wilbraham. The Annual Bunny Breakfast has been a tradition in Wilbraham 
for over 25 years and offers families a delicious pancake breakfast, crafts, face painting 
and an opportunity to meet the Easter Bunny. Please visit our website WilbrahamJu-
niorWomens.org for details and to purchase tickets. Same day tickets at the door will 
be available until sold out. You can learn more about Wilbraham Juniors on the website 
as well – new members are always welcome. For more information, contact Marva 
Walting 413-505-9022 or Marva_Walting@hotmail.com.

WJWC Annual Bunny Breakfast takes 
place March 23

WILBRAHAM - Every year the 
Friends of Recreation hosts the An-
nual 5K Falcon Trail Race to support 
improvements at Town of Wilbraham 
Recreational Facilities. The race is 
held at McDonald Nature Preserve on 
Washington Road in Wilbraham. This 
year the race is scheduled for Sunday, 
April 14t with a start time of 10 a.m., 
rain or shine. All ages are welcome 
to run, but please leave strollers and 

dogs at home. Prizes will be awarded 
for all age groups and all pre-regis-
tered participants will receive a cus-
tom designed moisture-wicking long 
sleeve shirt. Registration is available 
online through active.com or the day 
of the race at the registration table. 

Grab a family member, friend, or 
neighbor and join others at the 9th 
Annual Falcon Trail Race on Sunday, 
April 14!

This Week in Rec
9th Annual 5K Falcon Trail Race Sign-Ups

WILBRAHAM– The Wilbraham 
Public Library will host “They’re Irish, 
They’re Catholic & They’re Guilty” on 
Monday, April 8 at 6 p.m. in the Brooks 
Room. The informational presentation 
will cover the 1806 trial of Dominic 
Daley and James Halligan, two Irish im-
migrants who were unjustly hanged for 
a Wilbraham murder they did not com-
mit. Convicted due to their ethnic and 
religious ties, the trial is considered one 
of the earliest documented examples of 
prejudices faced by Irish immigrants in 
America.

Presenters Bill O’Riordan, W. Mi-
chael Ryan, Tony Ryan and David Sul-

livan are dedicated to keeping the public 
aware of the history of Daley and Halli-
gan. Members of the Daley & Halligan 
Bicentennial Committee, the four have 
hosted numerous ceremonies and speak-
ing engagements throughout the area to 
discuss the events that took place more 
than 200 years ago.

Registration for this free event is en-
couraged and space is limited. To reg-
ister, please contact the library at 413-
596-6141 or visit the Event Calendar at 
www.wilbrahamlibrary.org.

To learn more, contact Emilie Lang 
at 413-596-6141 or elang@wilbraham-
library.org.

‘They’re Irish, They’re Catholic & 
They’re Guilty’ at the Wilbraham library
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

HAY FOR SALE
Round, Wrapped Hay Bales, 
Worthington, MA.  Call  (413)478-
0178.

MISCELLANEOUS
4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 3 
sets of tires with rims 15”. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

FREE REFRIGERATOR
21 cubic foot Amana refrigerator with 
ice maker. Ivory, good condition. Come 
and get it. Free. Clean photos on re-
quest. 508-344-4879, West Brook-
field.

 MILITARY ITEMS
 USA. German.  Japanese  
 Collections & Small Items

(413) 207-3054

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND 

OLD STUFF WANTED

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Pot-
tery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, Games, 
coins, sterling, Glassware, Silver-plat-
ed items, watches, Musical instru-
ments, typewriters, sewing machines, 
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed 
and insured.  Please call Brendan 
(413) 687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-
ups, mulching, pruning. Holyoke, 
South Hadley, Chicopee, Hadley and 
Amherst. Call 413-536-3697.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

 Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation

Hedge trimming, pruning, 
and mulching

Now scheduling spring cleanup
For more services visit

mattguertinlandscaping.com
CALL OR TEXT 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY
PAUL DOWD MASONRY

Design, build, restore, repair.
All types of stone, brick, concrete, 
masonry. Free esimate. Call 978-257-
8237. Pauldowd51@gmail.com

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASH-
ING We use brushes and state of the 
art equipment. We remove grime and 
mold from homes, patios, fences, walk-
ways, all decks, concrete & driveways 
. Senior Discounts. For free estimates 
call Bill (413)519-9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We’re fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

DRAGONWORKS SERVICES. 
Chain saw work, climb, trim or cut. 
Rooted in excellence. Fully insured. 
Call Jacob LaDue for free estimate, 
413-544-2898.

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

AUTO PARTS
4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 3 
sets of tires with rims 15”. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

HIGHWAY
SUPERINTENDENT

The Town of Brookfield is seeking an 
experienced full-time Highway Su-
perintendent. Full job description at 
brookfieldma.us.  Please submit 
resume and cover letter to selectmen@
brookfieldma.us. Application review 
will begin after March 28th. Resumes 
accepted until position is filled. Brook-
field is an equal opportunity employer.

SQUIER & CO. is looking to hire an 
oil truck driver. $40,000-$60,000 full 
time. Squire will provide CDL school 
for the right candidate! Email: squi-
eroil@verizon.net. Call 413-267-
3184 or visit us at 5 Squier Ave., Mon-
son, MA. Monday-Friday.

The Town of Huntington is seeking 
a part-time HIGHWAY ADMIN-
ISTRATIVE ASSISTANT for 16 
hours per week.  Applicants must be 
proficient in Microsoft Word, Excel, and 
Outlook.  Hours are flexible, but must 
be worked during the regular highway 
department hours of Monday through 
Friday, 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. to assist 
the Highway Superintendent.  Applica-
tion and complete job description are 
available online at www.hunting-
tonma.us or by emailing admin@
huntingtonma.us. Position is open 
until filled. Town of Huntington is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS ISFind archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR
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TOWN ADMINISTRATOR  
The Town of Brookfield is seeking 
qualified applicants for the posi-
tion of Town Administrator. Re-
sponsibilities include professional, 
administrative, supervisory, and 
technical work. See job description 
at brookfieldma.us. Salary com-
mensurate with experience. Current 
appropriation $89,989.00 Please 
submit a resume and cover letter 
to Selectmen@brookfieldma.
us. Open until filled. Equal Oppor-
tunity/Affirmative Action Employer

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM

ENGINEERING TECHNICIAN/
FIELD INSPECTOR

HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
OPERATOR 1

P/T EMERGENCY DISPATCHER
P/T PUBLIC TV PROGRAM 

COORDINATOR

The Town of Wilbraham is looking to fill 
several vacancies. For application and 
more information please visit www.
wilbraham-ma.gov. Open until 
filled.  EOE

TOWN OF WORTHINGTON
POSITION OPENING

The Town of Worthington is seeking to 
fill the position of Assistant Treasurer/
Tax Collector:  7-10 Hours a week, the 
position consists of assisting in the 
collection and posting of real estate, 
personal property and motor vehicle 
excise taxes.  Assist in mailings and 
general office duties.  Special require-
ment:  Must meet the requirements 
to be bonded. Proficient in commu-
nicating with the public, computer 
skills, record keeping, and clerical 
skills.  Please send a cover letter and 
resume to Town of Worthington, 
Tax Collector’s Office, P.O. Box 
213, Worthington, MA  01098 by:  
April 11, 2024.
The Town of Worthington is an equal 

opportunity employer

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SHOP/STORAGE/MECHANIC 
FOR RENT.

3,000 ft2 plus garage for rent in Gilbert-
ville. Two lifts, compressor, office, bath-
room/washroom. Large 10 ft overhead 
electric garage door. Oil heat, 3 phase 
electric. Room for 5 vehicles plus 
inside and outside parking. Located 
right on Rt 32. Perfect for a business 
or? $1,500/month. Call Don @(413) 
758-3039. 

REAL ESTATEHELP WANTED TAX SERVICES

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20242024

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

Recycle Your Stuff for Cash
in the CLASSIFIEDS

Call, email  
or use the 
form in the 
papers to 

sell.

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
classifieds@turley.com • 413-283-8393

Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 

our publications. Go to 
newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital 
Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.
Post your 

job openings 
in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393

AROUND THE REGION

What:  As part of its efforts to ensure 
safe, reliable service for customers, the 
energy company will be using a low-fly-
ing helicopter to trim tree limbs from the 
sides of a power line corridor in Western 
Massachusetts starting this week. High-
ly skilled pilots working for Eversource 
will conduct the overhead trimming us-
ing rotating blades and a helicopter. This 
helps to significantly reduce the amount 
of time it takes climbing crews to con-
duct the work manually and reduces the 
risk of injury to tree crews.

Eversource’s transmission lines are 
the superhighway of the power grid and 
are critical to deliver clean energy to the 
region. When a tree grows too close or 
falls onto these critical portions of the 
electric system, it can interrupt service 
for thousands of customers across mul-
tiple communities. The clearance area 
around transmission lines provides the 

necessary protection, which is why it’s 
essential to keep this space free of veg-
etation to prevent a public safety issue 
and outages for customers.

When: Tuesday, March 12 through 
April 6. Weather permitting, flights will 
take place between 7:30 a.m. and 5 p.m.

Where:  The helicopter will be work-
ing in the following towns crossing over 
the following roads:

Hampden, MA: Mill Rd., East Long-
meadow Rd., Allen St.

Wilbraham, MA: Stony Hill Rd., 
Soule Rd., Tinkham Rd., Springfield St., 
Manchonis Rd.

Description of Aircraft: Color: Red, 
Silver, Black / Tail #: N107SF / Type: 
Hughes 369D     

For more information, contact Pris-
cilla Ress at priscilla.ress@eversource.
com or 413-787-1055.

March Month of Giving 
Campaign focuses on bring-
ing moments of joy to chil-
dren with cancer

SPRINGFIELD - Freedom Cred-
it Union is collecting cash donations 
through March 30 at its branches through-
out western Massachusetts to benefit 
Griffin’s Friends, a volunteer-led group 
dedicated to providing relief and support 
to children with cancer and their families.

“This is a cause we support annually 
because it is near and dear to the hearts 
of our members and staff,” said Freedom 
Credit Union President Glenn Welch. 
“Griffin’s Friends is committed to helping 
ease the hardships of children in treatment 
for cancer, and the families who love and 
support them.”

All funds raised throughout the March 

Month of Giving campaign will benefit 
the Griffin’s Friends Children’s Cancer 
Fund at Baystate Health Foundation, Inc. 
Established in 1994, Griffin’s Friends is 
named for Griffin D. Kelleher who passed 
away from cancer when he was 14 months 
old. This fund is his legacy, uniquely sup-
porting children in treatment for cancer 
and their families by providing small acts 
of kindness. Examples include trips to 
stage performances and sporting events; 
in-hospital and outpatient entertainment; 
massage therapy; and activities such as 
art, computers and games.

“We encourage our employees, mem-
bers and community to donate to this 
worthy cause at any Freedom branch this 
month,” said Welch. “Together, we can 
help ease the all-consuming burden of a 
child’s cancer diagnosis for local families 
by providing them with moments of com-
fort and happiness.”

Freedom Credit Union accepting 
donations in support of Griffin’s 
Friends

Eversource to trim trees from 
helicopters to help ensure 
reliable power for customers

wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

Tree  Removal  
■ 

Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE


