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herapy D?g

serves comfort

By Ben Hernandez
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - A ther-
apy dog is now a feature on
Mondays at the Wilbraham
Senior Center. Riley, an en-
ergetic Australian cobber
dog, brightened the local res-
idents’ mood as he bounded
across the carpeted floor.

His handler, Carol Kent-
ner, is a former librarian and
life-long dog lover.

“Dogs started coming into
the libraries to help students
with midterms and finals,”
Kentner said when asked how
she learned about the out-
reach initiative. “I thought
what a fantastic thing.”

Kentner said that she
was inspired to support se-
nior centers when her father
passed away during COVID
times in hospice, stating that
he wasn’t able to experience
the warmth and joy of a ther-
apy dog.

“He loved dogs so much,”
Kentner said. “So, it’s been
in the back of my mind and
I thought as soon as I retire,
I'm going to get myself a
companion dog and we’re go-
ing to go visiting.”

That time arrived two
years ago when she was look-
ing to adopt a labradoodle.
The prohibitive wait times to
find one prompted Kentner to

Please see THERAPY DOG,
page 4

Carol Kentner holds Riley steady to pose for the camera.
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Provost presents
budget strategies

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers @turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Super-
intendent Dr. John Provost
presented 31 potential budget
strategies to the School Com-
mittee on March 5 to review
how to bridge the FY27 bud-
get shortfall.
While he suggested
a number of ways to
raise revenue or make
cuts, the exact short-
fall is not yet known.
Provost ~ empha-
sized this: “T don’t
consider these to be
recommendations.”
“Most of the time,
I come to the School
Committee and bring
forward ideas that I want you
to support, because I think
they’re good ideas. I hope that
some of the ideas that I'm go-
ing to be presenting tonight
you think are horrible or un-
acceptable, because these all
really have to do with reduc-
tions to the budget, which will
make the district not as good
as it is now,” Provost said.
Provost also explained the
budget context, with chal-
lenges and factors including
the following.
¢ Assessment method split
between the towns of Wil-
braham and Hampden, cre-
ating funding complexities

e Stagnant federal and state
funds

e Dramatically higher insur-
ance costs

* Wage inflation

“Because we’re in a po-
sition of cutting back now—
which we traditionally do—
but since I’ve been here, often

the constraining factor has
been what the town of Wilbra-
ham thinks they can afford,
that’s had a knock-on effect
of 20 cents. Every dollar that
we may have reduced in order
to come to an affordable bud-
get for Wilbraham resulted in
an additional 20 cents reduc-
tion in Hampden. Even if they

“I DON'T CONSIDER
THESE TO BE
RECOMMENDATIONS.”

- Dr. John Provost
Superintendent of Schools

had the money because of the
way the split works,” Provost
said. “In Hampden, every dol-
lar that is reduced in order to
reach their goal results in a
$4 reduction from what Wil-
braham would be assessed.
So, the difference between
20 cents and $4, I believe, is
2,000%. So, when it’s point-
ing the other way, the magni-
fication of the funding prob-
lem is quite pronounced.”

Sections 1-6

The first section was re-

ducing assessments by in-

creasing budgetary offset.

* 5% athletic fee increase:
$10,000

* 5% preschool fee increase
and additional offset to sup-
port budget: $15,000

* 10% Class C and Class D
building use fee increase—
so nonprofit or for-profit
organizations that use the

Please see BUDGET, page 4

Selectboard holds FY27 budget review with Hampden E.D.

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Select-
board met with Fire Chief Ed
Poulin to review the fire de-
partment’s FY27 budget on
March 2.

Poulin explained the only
changes were “a little bit of
operations only covered cost
of exceeding expenses of the
natural gas bill from Ever-
source and National Grid
electrical.”

“These are increases.
We took last year’s and how
much we’re paying this year,”

Poulin said.

Chair John Flynn noted
having a copy showing “the
appropriation is dropping
from 59 to 50.” ($59,000 to
$50,000)

“That’s under
Poulin said.

“I understand that. So, you
don’t have a more up-to-date

salaries,”

one?” Flynn said.

After this was clarified,
another copy was presented
to the board with the COLA,
as that was put out a couple
weeks ago.

After the board received
the updated version, Flynn
noted the salary went up by
$12,000.

“The bulk of that is
COLA, you think, or hour
change?” Flynn said.

“That would be
COLA,” Poulin said.

On capital needs, Poulin
said the only one is more fire
pagers.

“We have a program soft-
ware called TAmResponding

the

and it works good except
we can’t not monitor it 24/7.
We’re not at the station 24/7.
So, a lot of times the com-
puter will do an update and
would kick that program off
and then we lose the pro-

Please see FIRE DEPT.,
page 2

Minnechaug high school seniors
reflect and look to the future

Their advice to
underclassmen

By Natalie Proulx
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - With
the second semester already
in full bloom, Minnechaug
Regional High School’s
Class of 2026 is in the midst
of hearing back from col-

leges, applying for schol-
arships, and exploring big
choices in their future.

The Class of 2026 is
looking forward to many
things coming up over these
next couple months like
Prom, bittersweet yearbook
signing, Ultimate Party and
the warmer weather espe-
cially. But with graduation
soon approaching in the next
couple of months, seniors
have been reflecting on their

Turley photo by Natalie Proulx
The MRHS Counseling Center’s scholarship information
forms and military resource materials.

high school experience over
the last four years.

With the high cost of
college tuition, most seniors
feel as though it conflicts
with their opportunities and
decisions. For some, going
through community college
to get their core classes out
of the way is their priority,
while others are heading to
particular locations for its
opportunity with the envi-
ronment being the most im-
portant part of their college
decision.

Callan Blanchard re-
cently committed to Penn-
sylvania State University in
hopes to get his degree in
Mechanical Engineering and
a minor in either Business or
Chemistry. Though thrilled
with his recent commitment
to Penn State, he also stat-
ed that he was considering
Northeastern University be-
cause Boston would’ve giv-
en him great opportunities.

Please see SENIORS,
page 11
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A shot outside the Country Club of Wilbraham in Wilbraham.

Select Board approves application
amendments for CCW Catering, LLC

Also, CCW golf
course renovations

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The
Select Board approved an
application  for  multiple

amendments to a Section 12
Annual All Alcoholic Bever-
ages License for CCW Ca-
tering, LLC during a public
hearing on March 2.

The amendments included
change of manager, change of
officers/directors/LLC Man-
agers, change of ownership
interest and change of DBA.

Benjamin Coyle, presi-
dent of the Country Club of

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers

Wilbraham, explained the
liquor license was owned by
an LLC called CCW Catering
and previously, vendors used
to run the food and beverage
service.

“At the beginning of
last year, we, unfortunate-
ly, suffered a loss. Our ven-
dor passed away. So, we

Please see GCW, page 11
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B COMMUNITY
A look at potential budget reduction strategies seven through 12

By Kristin Rivers
Editor
krivers @turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The
School Committee was pre-
sented with 31 potential
budget strategies by Superin-
tendent Dr. John Provost on
March 5.

These strategies are to
review potential strategies to
bridge the FY27 budget short-
fall.

For sections one through
six, check out this week’s edi-
tion.

Sections 7-11

Section Seven was delay-
ing or eliminating vacant po-
sitions.

* Facilities and Maintenance
Administrative Restructur-
ing: $75,000

* Central Office Adminis-
trative Staff Restructuring:
$40,000

* Instructional Coach:
$93,000

* Middle School Teacher:
$72,000.

“That would be a savings
of $277,000. $57,969 for
Hampden and $219,031 for
Wilbraham,” Provost said.

Section eight was elimi-
nating instructional coaching
functions.

“I just want to caution that
8A is the same as 7A. It’s a
position that’s currently va-
cant. So, can’t cut it twice is
all ’'m going to say. We can’t

pick 7A and 8A. Then, if you

did the rest of the coaching

personnel, which are three

more positions, you’d save
$120,000. So you might ask
why doesn’t it scale? Why
isn’t all four four times as
much as a single vacation
position? Two reasons why.
Coaching is supported in part
by grant funds, so not the en-
tire cost of those other three
positions are in the budget,
about $30,000 of that is in
grant,” Provost said. “And
the other thing, it’s not their
salaries that you would save.

It’s the salaries of the teachers

that they would bump out that

you would save who are much
less senior staff.”

The total savings would
be $213,000, with a $44,576
reduction for Hampden and a
$168,424 reduction for Wil-
braham.

Section 9 is Appendix B
reductions, meaning extra du-
ties for personnel.

“These are all negotiated
benefits, so you can’t change
the rates, but you can choose
not to fund them and then
things don’t happen,” Provost
said.

This list includes the fol-
lowing items and savings if
reduced.

* Don’t fund coaching po-
sitions for teams that have
not run for several years,
including Girls Freshman
Basketball, E-Sports Fall,

E-Sports Spring, Robot-
ics Fall, Robotics Spring:
$12,242

¢ Do not fund freshman foot-
ball assistant coach: $4,774
(which also includes
savings for officials and
transportation)

¢ Do not fund assistant ski
coach: $2,778

* Do not fund strength and
conditioning: $4,125

¢ Do not fund drama assis-
tant coach: $1,005 (would
not cancel drama club, just
move duties to the other
two roles)

¢ Do not fund Future Busi-
ness Leaders of America:
$704

* Do not fund Lumberjack
Club: $1,585

* Do not fund one-act plays:
$1,428

* Do not fund peer mentors
or student ambassador:
$1,172 (these are very sim-
ilar, so one of them could
be funded)

¢ Do not fund Table Tennis:
$557

¢ Do not fund middle school
curriculum coordinators:
$8,160

The total savings would

be $41,323, with Hampden’s

reduction at $8,648 and Wil-

braham’s at $32,657.

Section 10 was traditional

layoffs.

* High school paraprofes-
sional: $25,000 for savings

* High school reduced sec-
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tions: $72,000

» Middle School Strings:
$36,000

* School Nurse reduced by a
half position: $36,000.

“Just reducing staff be-
cause you don’t have enough
money to pay for them. So,
high school paraprofessional,
that’s just the position. The
next one is not really a posi-
tion. It is reducing a number
of sections, so like the parts
of different people,” Provost
said. “So, the benefit to this
is if the person doesn’t leave,
you still keep them work-
ing for your district. They
don’t lose their benefits. It’s
the way to sort of spread a
cut over several people rath-
er than having an entire cut
made by one person, and it’s
more feasible for maintain-
ing our courses and current
offerings that we have. The
downside is that because you
have fewer sections, you have
fewer class sizes.”

The total savings were
$169,000, with Hampden’s
reduction at $35,368 and Wil-
braham’s at $133,632.

Section 11, the final one,
was benefits cost avoidance.
This would be a per FTE re-
duction, estimate of $5,000.

“So, if we did do some of
the reductions of staff, there
would be a fall on benefit
reductions of costs for their
benefits. So, we think just
based on what we’ve put in

these strategies, there’s about
a $45,000 benefit savings.
The reduction to Hampden
would be $9,417. The reduc-
tion to Wilbraham would be
$35,583,” Provost said. “This
is the amount if you accepted
every single staff reduction
we put up there. If you accept
less than that, then this num-
ber goes down t00.”

Provost then showed a
Dynamic Budget Reduction
Strategy Tracker, which will
track the numbers as things
are filled in and choices are
made on the strategies.

If all strategies were done,
it came out to $1.48 million.

Secretary Lisa Murray
asked about the consequenc-
es, “because this is horrible.”

“This is horrible. So,
what are the consequences of
not reducing? Like, I know
there’s consequences, so tell
me,” Murray said.

Provost said if the budget
is put forward, approved by
the School Committee, but
then is not approved by both
towns, there are several steps.

They are the School Com-
mittee reconsidering its bud-
get and bringing it down to
a number that could pass in
both towns and then a dis-
trict-wide meeting to see if
they would pass the budget.

“If that doesn’t work, es-
sentially, I think at that point
have to implement a 112
budget and continue working

through the process of trying
to reach a negotiated agree-
ment between the two towns
and if that doesn’t work,
eventually the commissioner
will come in and say, “This
is what your budget is,”” Pro-
vost said.

School Committee Mem-
ber Sean Kennedy also noted
the 2 1/2 budget override trig-
gered “in either town or both
towns because of the budget”
was another item.

Assistant Superintendent
for Finance, Operations and
Human Resources Dr. Doug-
las Slaughter explained what
would happen if the commis-
sioner came in.

“They could essentially
hold you to this current year’s
sort of budget funding level
and divide it by 12 and prog-
ress, and you have six months
to get it sorted. If you reach
the end of December and if
we don’t resolve to a formal
budget, that’s when the com-
missioner weighs in and says,
‘Here’s the number’ and then
the towns just have to find the
money depending on what
they pay,” Slaughter said.
“If the commissioner picks
something that’s challenging
for the towns to support—
again, in mid-fiscal year—so
it’s, really, has a cascading ef-
fect. It’s a very drastic place
to be.”

Shred Day Fundraiser set for April 24

HAMPDEN - SAVE THE
DATE: Friday, April 24, from
Noon to 2 p.m., Pro Shred
will be at the Hampden Senior
Center Parking Lot, located at
104 Allen Street in Hampden.

Once again, The Friends
of The Hampden Senior Cit-
izens will hold this fundraiser
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to assist you in disposing of
your documents that need to
be shredded. This notice will
allow you time to gather all
those important papers and
place in a box or bag.

We can allow only five
boxes (paper copier size) per
car or five kitchen size trash

bags. Limitis total of five per
car. Pro Shred is not charging
for this event but the Friends
of The Hampden Seniors will
appreciate any monetary do-
nation that you would like to
donate. We look forward to
seeing you all there.

MONDAY

S15 Smash Burger:
with fries and
160z Stella or Bud Light

TE

TUESDAY

S20 Steak Night:

10 oz strip served with
mashed and veg

EDNESDAY

All Pastas S20!
Try one in our House Made
Bread Bowls

THURSDAY

Prime Rib Night
served with potato, veg

Our Famous Brunch: Sat & Sun 9am-Noon
Booking Parties Now (25-90 guests)

SUN 9:00am-9:00pm
Mon-WED 11:00am-9:00pm
THURS-Fri 11:00am-10:00pm
SAT 9:00am-10:00pm

FACEBOOK

D DOORDASH

1
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INSTAGRAM

Get Local at Home with

TheLocalTableNTap.com Bar Open Late

(413) 279-1198 » TheLocalTableNTap@gmail.com
2039 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

Wilbraham United Players presents ‘The Complete Works
of William Shakespeare (abridged) [revised] [again]

WILBRAHAM - Wil-
braham United Players pres-
ents “The Complete Works

of William Shakespeare

(abridged) [revised] [again]”
by Adam Long, Daniel Sing-

er and Jess Winfield, with

new revisions by Daniel
Singer and Jess Winfield,
March 20-22, and March 27-
29, 2026 on the stage at Fel-

lowship Hall. Deb Trimble

will direct.
The show is an irrever-
ent, hilarious,

high-speed

romp where three talented
performers weave their way
through all 37 of Shake-
speare’s comedies, histories,
and tragedies in one wild
ride that will leave audiences
breathless and helpless with
laughter.  The performers
are Craig Duda, Kevin Be-
chard and Joe Lessard.

With its inclusion of pop
culture and audience par-
ticipation, the production is
a clever and painless way
to introduce Shakespeare’s

plays to new audiences while
being Shakespeare-smart
enough to delight long-time
fans. You will not want to
miss this one!

Tickets can be purchased
online at www.wilbrahamu-
nitedplayers.org/buy-tickets.
The performances will take
place on the Stage in Fellow-
ship Hall at Wilbraham Unit-
ed Church, 500 Main Street,
Wilbraham, MA 01095

FIRE DEPT. from page 1

gram,” Poulin said. “So, it’s
not going out on to people’s
cellphones and stuff. They’re
not receiving the messages.
Or, another instance, is we
lose the Wi-Fi or cable inter-
net, so it’s not 100% reliable.
A lot of people rely on it, but
in those situations, especially
recently, we found out that a
lot of people don’t have the
pagers or they should have
pagers. So, this is just an ar-
ticle for 10 additional fire
pagers. It’s not on the town
meeting thing because it’s a
one-time cost.”

When Flynn asked if he
was requesting a town meet-
ing warrant article for the
pagers, Poulin said yes. On
the cost, he added it would be
“roughly $6,000 for 10 pag-
ers.”

Town Administrator Brian
Domina added information
on this warrant article request
was brought to him recently
as well.

On the ladder truck,
Poulin said the new forestry
truck is supposed to be deliv-
ered that week.

When Selectboard Mem-
ber Don Davenport asked
about the shift coverage,
Poulin said, “that’s for if peo-
ple go out on vacation or sick
days.”

“We need money to pay
for them because when
they’re out, they’re still get-
ting paid. So, just that fund
goes to pay trip coverage,’
Poulin said.

“Like you would call a
call person, right?” Daven-
port said.

“Yeah,” Poulin said. “Fill
in.”

“And that’s worst case.
It might be on occasion you
might not have that third per-
son there,” Flynn said. “Might
happen.’

“Right,” Poulin said.

On Davenport’s question
on if they get the same rate
of pay as firefighters do when
out on a call, Poulin said no.

“They get $2,606 for
someone that comes in on a
shift,” Poulin said.

“And then they would
be there for the eight hours,
right?” Davenport said.

“Correct,” Poulin said.

On the EMS quality as-
surance, Lt. Joshua Sterling
oversees that item.

“Does the ambulance ser-
vice have the same thing?
They must have to do that too,
right?” Davenport said.

“Yeah,” Poulin said.

As for the fire chief’s pay,
that is a salary, while it’s a sti-
pend for the fire officer.

On any questions Poulin
had for the board, he said he
had none.

“If we get the contract
for the architect designer for
the fire station sign, that’d be
good if we get that done this
week. That would be huge
for us. Get moving on that
and answer everybody else’s
questions,” Poulin said.

Start your smile journey today!
Scanto book a complimentary consult.

ORTHODONTICS

75 Post Office Park

Wilbraham
413-675-7570

www.mypoportho.com
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-
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Dr. Ana Serrenho

100% locally owned and operated

v Available evenings

and Saturdays
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Wilbraham Senior Center celebrates Poland

S8

By Patricia Sullivan
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - As
scores of seniors streamed
into a meeting room at the
Wilbraham Senior Center
on Feb. 26 for a virtual jour-
ney to Poland, Barbara Har-
rington, social services coor-
dinator, welcomed them with
the Polish greeting “Czesc!”

“When some people an-
swered me in Polish it touched
my heart,” Harrington said,
who is of Polish descent.

Program Assistant Aman-
da Renna, who also has fami-
ly from Poland, organized the
event, the first in a planned
Armchair Traveler series at
the center. The afternoon in-
cluded Polish food, music,
dancing, crafts, a gallery of
photos from Poland, and a
slideshow displaying images
from the country of 38 mil-
lion people.

Renna dressed for the
occasion in a blouse embel-
lished with Polish embroi-
dery and was thrilled that
more than 70 people came
to the celebration, including
many with Polish heritage
and many others eager to
learn about Poland.

“It was even better than
what I expected,” Renna said.

Those who  attended
learned that Poland is home
to the world’s biggest cas-
tle—The Castle of the Teu-
tonic Order in Malbork; that
vodka originated in Poland;
and that Poland has one of the
most diverse environments in
all of Europe—including a
desert.

The main attraction at the
lunchtime gathering, funded
by the Friends of the Wil-
braham Senior Center, was
the Polish food from Ber-
nat’s Deli in Chicopee. There
was Kapusta and kielbasa,
golumpki, and potato and
cheese pierogis. Blueberry
pierogis were especially pop-
ular with the crowd.

Harrington is 100 percent
Polish and a Polish speaker.
She was happy to see that
many seniors came to the
center with friends to learn

Turley photos by Patricia Sullivan

Sharon MacDonald of Wilbraham crafted a Polish-style collage
of cut paper at the Senior Genter.

about Polish culture and tra-
ditions.

The photos of Poland’s
castles, forests, cities and vil-
lages inspired many to share
their travel memories and
others to dream of journeys to
Poland.

Harrington said that her
trip to Poland as a teenager,
when she was able to visit
both her parents’ hometowns,
was the best experience of her
life.

As is her habit, attendee
Sandy Bolek asked everyone
she met at the Senior Center
if they were Polish.

“It’'s a good opener,’
Bolek said.

Both of her parents are
of Polish descent, as is her
husband’s family. She said
that she has only lived in two
houses her entire life—both
in Wilbraham—and treasures
memories of her trip to Po-
land five years ago.

“The food was excellent
and the people were wonder-
ful,” Bolek said. “You should
go! The prices of everything

are really reasonable.”

Bolek, who wore Polish
amber earrings, an amber
necklace and an amber brace-
let, shared that Poland has the
world’s richest deposits of
amber.

Sharon MacDonald of
Wilbraham came to the event
for the lunch and to learn
more about Polish culture.
As she tried “wycinanki,” the
craft of Polish paper cutting
and collage, she watched the
slide show of images of Po-
land. By the end of the ses-
sion she had added the coun-
try to her travel bucket list.

“The pictures have made
me realize how varied and
beautiful it is,” MacDonald
said.

To continue the center’s
Armchair Traveler series,
Renna plans to organize three
more events themed around
other countries from three
other continents in the near
future. Spotlighting Mexico
for Cinco de Mayo will prob-
ably be next, she said.

Wilbraham Senior Center staffers and Barbara
Harrington and Amanda Renna brought their §
personal ties with Poland to the Center.

Teen Clay
Gnomes
Workshop
offered

WILBRAHAM-  The
Teen Department at the
Wilbraham Public Library
is excited to announce a
Clay Gnomes Workshop on
Tuesday, March 24 from 5
to 6:30 p.m.

Taught by Master Pot-
ter Rick of Pied Potter
Hamelin, this teen work-
shop is where -creativity
knows no bounds! While
exploring  hand-building
techniques such as pinch
pots, coils and slabs, teens
will work with white clay
and transform it into an
adorable gnome.

Each teen will paint
their creation, and then take
it home at the end of the
workshop. No experience
necessary and all supplies
will be provided.

This workshop is for
students in grades 6-12 and
registration is required as
space is limited. To sign up,
please contact the library at
413-596-6141, or visit the
Event Calendar at www.
wilbrahamlibrary.org. This
program is sponsored by
the Wilbraham Friends of
the Library.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears.
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected
insertion, nor will be liable for
any error in an advertisement to
a greater extent than the cost of
the space occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

Artists invited to participate in Tiny Art Show

WILBRAHAM - The
Wilbraham Public Library in-
vites artists of all ages to par-
ticipate in its upcoming Tiny
Art Show, a creative commu-
nity exhibit celebrating art-
work on a small scale.

Community members are
challenged to create an orig-
inal work of art measuring no
larger than 4” x 4” and return
it to the library by Tuesday,
March 31, 2026. All artwork
will be displayed in the li-
brary from April 1 through
April 30, 2026.

Important:  Participants
must use a library-issued 4”
x 4” canvas to be included in
the show. Canvases will be
available for pick-up begin-
ning Tuesday, February 17,
2026, and must be picked up

in person at the library. No
registration is required. Sup-
plies are limited and will be
distributed on a first-come,
first-served basis while sup-
plies last.

Artists may use any style
or medium—painting, draw-
ing, sewing, collage, or small
sculpture—as long as the art-
work fits within the 4” x 4”
dimensions (with no more
than 2” additional depth).
Objects and materials may
be attached (except food),
but no candles or electrical
or battery-operated devices
are permitted. This is a fam-
ily-friendly exhibit; no vulgar
content will be accepted.

There is no age limit and
no residency requirement to
participate. Only one submis-

sion per person or group will
be accepted. Each artist must
complete and attach a Tiny
Art ID sticker to the back of
their canvas before returning
it to the library by March 31.

Artwork may be picked up
beginning Monday, May 4,
2026. Any pieces not claimed
by Saturday, May 30, 2026
will become property of the
library.

The Wilbraham Public Li-
brary is located at 25 Crane
Park Drive, Wilbraham, MA
01095. For more information,
call 413-596-6141.

Stop by, pick up your can-
vas, and show the community
how creative you can be—one
tiny masterpiece at a time!
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Gollectible Toys & Comics
30STON ROAD WILBRAHAM, MA

413-279-4389

SAVINGS!

PLUS: The world’s first and only fan-built replica of the
Transformers: Age of Extinction Optimus Prime® truck!

G1 Bumbleebee Car! 2007 Movie Bumblebee Car!
KITT from Knight Rider! And other amazing vehicles!

Transformers Artist CASEY COLLER signing autographs!
HUGE Optimus Prime (cosplay)!
And the D’s SMOKEHOUSE BBQ FOOD TRUCK!

WIDE

MARCE

28]10AMz3PM
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THE BEST FRESH FOR

ST. PATRICK’'S DAY!

GOING GREEN SPECIALS
March 11th-17th

Green Cabbage ........cuusssssssssssssnsnsss 096710
Brussels SProuts ....uussmsssmmnns $1,99/10
ASPArAGUS .ovvvrsssssmmsssssssmsssssnnnnns $3.99/10
Yukon Gold Potatoes 5 Ib Bag......... $2.99
Yellow 0nions 2 1b Bagu...usssssssenennss $1.49
Baby Carrots 1 b Bag ... 2 FOr $3.00
Granny Smith Apples........uw....$1.49/1b
Grade A Large White Eggs. $1.99 dozen!!
Boar’s Head

Deli Sliced Corned Beef ............$17.99/Ib
Boar’s Head

Imported Swiss Cheese..uu....$11.99/1b

ST. PATRICK'S DAY FAVORITE!

Tuesday, March 17th
St. Patrick’s Day

CORNED BEEF

& CABBAGE
And All the Fixings

COOKED FOR YOU
— READY TO GO!

Randall’s Fresh Baked ) "u

IRISH SODA BREAD .+, -

NOW THROUGH MARCH 22 '\

IRISH

'. -+ & MORE?

BEERS
SHOW YOUR GREEN!

GREEN CARNATIONS s

\".\—!f..ﬁ

BELLS OF IRELAND
LUCKY SHAMROCK
CLOVER PLANTS

Four Leaf Oxalis Plants

GREEN, Purple
& Iron Cross

- Sunny - |

ALWAYS ] FRESH AT

?‘;}m DA Li}é

FARM
& GREENHOUSE

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW e 589-7071 e www.randallsfarm.net
WINTER HOURS

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 7AM - 8PM
OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY 7AM - 7PM

Find us on and You[TD)

Whether you’re
buying or %
selling, ...

WIN' WIN

413.283.8393 e classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer ¢ 80 Main St., Ware
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The GFWC Wilbraham
Junior Women’s Club to

hold Bunny Breakfast

WILBRAHAM - The
GFWC Wilbraham Junior
Women'’s Club is ready to
welcome spring with its
much-loved Annual Bun-
ny Breakfast on Saturday,
March 28 from 8 a.m. to 11
a.m. at St Cecilia’s Church
Parish Center located at 41
Main Street in Wilbraham.

Families are invited to
start their day with a “Bun-
nylicious”  Breakfast of
freshly prepared pancakes,
sausage, fresh fruits and
their choice of orange or ap-
ple juice, coffee, tea, milk or
water.

The Easter Bunny will be
hopping by to visit and take
photos with the kids. Guests
can enjoy Free Face paint-
ing, Temporary Tattoos and
a variety of seasonal of Arts
and Crafts activities! Raffle
tickets will be available for
purchase for a chance to win
beautifully themed baskets
for both children and adults.

The GFWC Wilbraham
Junior Women’s Club would
like to thank our sponsors

The Joseph and Anna C,
Dias Jr Family Foundation
and Luso Federal Credit
Union. Luso’s representa-
tives will be distributing
Easter- themed items to all
of the children!

The Bunny Breakfast is
a long standing, cherished
community event. Be sure
to Hop on over! Tickets
are $8 for adults and $6 for
children 1-12 and those un-
der 1 are free. Tickets can
be purchased at the door
via cash, check or Venmo
or online at www.Wilbra-
hamjuniorwomens.org via
PayPal or Venmo. For more
information, please contact
Michele Mariani at Shell-
steno@charter.net or (413)
531-1621.

Wilbraham Children’s Museum
Resource Fair set for March 14

WILBRAHAM/HAMP-
DEN - The Wilbraham Chil-
dren’s Museum Resource
Fair will be taking place on
Saturday, March 14 from 11
a.m. to p.m. at the Hampden
Free Public Library.

The event is sponsored
by the Hampden Free Public
Library.

Parents are invited to

bring the family to learn
about various resources in
the area, including wellness,
health and support for par-
ents. Entry is free.

More information to
come on vendors. Check out
wilbrahamchildrensmuse-
um.com for more info.

There will be activities
and fun for the kiddos.

THERAPY DOG

from page 1

research other breeds, where
she discovered the Austra-
lian cobber dog; one that she
found was bred specifically
for human companionship.

Through a series of obe-
dience classes taken last fall,
she learned of the Northamp-
ton-based organization Bright
Spot Therapy Dogs, where
they trained for outreach ser-
vices.

“They really understand
what all the dogs are thinking
when they’re in the scenar-
ios,” Kentner replied when
asked about the training
program. “They alert you to
things to watch out for,
like if your dog is
getting tired.”

When ques-
tioned about
what the most
important  as-
pect of her
business was,
Kentner added that
the dog was always the
priority.

“You have to take
care of your dog first,
no matter if you're
there for the people.
The dog has to be com-
fortable, happy, and not
stressed,” Kentner said.

She stated that thera-
py sessions are capped at
45-minutes, a time limit im-
posed to ensure that the dog
isn’t getting overwhelmed or
burned out as a result of pro-
longed contact with people.
Of course, constant supervi-
sion of the animal is always
important in case the session
needs to be ended earlier.

“You’re a team, basically,”
Kentner added as she held Ri-
ley. “They call us teams.”

The unique partnership is
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back of the property.

L

The ever-photogenic Riley
is eager to support the local
residents at the senior center.

one of constant observation
and requires the human to
gauge how well the dog han-
dles the environment. She

mentioned that she chose

to support senior centers
first and foremost be-
cause she thought
it to be a good first

assignment  for
Riley.
She added that

he wasn’t bothered
by medical equipment,
something she identified
as an advantage for her
next anticipated step.
Kentner expressed an
interest to support the Vet-
eran’s Affairs Centers in the
future, assuming that Ri-
ley will be up to the task.

The former librarian is a

veteran herself and wants
to use her existing connec-
tions to expand her service
area.

She already visits the
Northampton VA  Service
Center once a year and be-
lieves that it will be a natural

——

Turley photos by Ben Hernandez

The Wilbraham Senior Genter is just behind the Wilbraham Town Hall, nestled in the

fit for them, as there are al-
ready therapy dogs that serve
and an expressed need for
even more. However, this is
all up to Riley.

“If he doesn’t want to do
it, I can’t force him to do it,”
Kentner added as she gave
Riley a hug and reiterated that
it was a team effort.

For now, she is monitoring
him to see if he is ready for the
next step. When asked about
her overall thoughts about
the program, she stressed the
need for more therapy dogs in
general.

“A lot more dogs are need-
ed. I mean, just the program
down at Bradley Airport, you
wouldn’t think, but there
are people in stressful situa-
tions there. Planes are late or
they’re traveling for terrible
reasons like illness or death.
The dogs really make the dif-
ference,” Kentner said.

BUDGET from page 1

schools—:$5,000

¢ Increase school choice off-
set: $100,000

e Increase in E&D Utiliza-
tion: $100,000

“So, these are ways that
we raise our revenue, which
means we have to ask for less
from the towns,” Provost said.
“The total impact of these
strategies would be to reduce
the assessments by $230,000,
saving Hampden $48,133,
saving Wilbraham $181,867.”

After School Committee
Member Timothy Collins sug-
gested organizing to garner
more support for K through 12
education, Provost said he and
Assistant Superintendent for
Finance, Operations and Hu-
man Resources Dr. Douglas
Slaughter would meet the fol-
lowing day with legislators at

a legislative luncheon to share
those concerns, with one other
possible strategy he didn’t list
about getting more revenue
from the state.

Section two was reducing
assessments by managing the
timing of expenditures and
utilizing prior-year surpluses.

Implementing an immedi-
ate spending freeze (savings
from FY26 flows into E&D
from which could be spent in
FY27) for up to $150,000

Pre-purchases/prepay tui-
tions and consumables (reduc-
es FY27 expenses) for up to
$150,000

“That would be a poten-
tial strategy of $150,000.
$31,391 reduction to Hamp-
den, $118,609 to Wilbraham,”
Provost said.

On Vice Chair Dr. Michael
Tirabassi’s question on how
this would impact the decrease
of E&D for next year, Provost

replied this.

“It depends how you think
about it. If we froze it now,
that would blow up E&D for
next year more than we think
it would be. If we spend it
now, it wouldn’t flow into
E&D, but it would reduce the
amount that we need to put for
line items next year,” Provost
said.

Section three was capital
cost reduction strategies, us-
ing the Minnechaug Capital
Stabilization Fund for boiler
heat exchanger for $160,000
in savings.

“We have put our draft
budget into the assessment,
but we could take it out of
the Capital Stabilization Fund
for Minnechaug High, which
would then reduce those as-
sessments. It would take the
money there,” Provost said.
“The reduction to Hampden
would be $31,520, reduc-

tion to Wilbraham would be
$128,480.”

Section four was limiting
ICP growth and expansion
costs, which would be to cap
the number of eighth grad-
ers enrolled in ICP to 20 and
pause eighth-grade ICP en-
rollment.

“We have put some money
into the budget in anticipation
of having another group of
students joining us, expand-
ing it, as we were very likely
to get the second pathway ap-
proved. If we held the number
of eighth graders at the current
number, saying regardless of
which pathway, we can’t take
more than 20, we can take that
position out, which would save
us $72,000,” Provost said. “If
we were to pause the eighth
grade and say you have only
to enroll in 9th grade, then we
could reprogram $267,000 to
other costs. Basically, reduc-

EXPERIENCED WRITERS/JOURNALISTS

to produce news and/or feature stories

of local interest for various towns and cities.

+ Must be dependable, professional

and able to meet strict deadlines

« Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to:

Turley Publications seeks

Turleyth

Publications, Inc.

www.turley.com

GREG SCIBELLI

24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to:
gscibelli@turley.com

ing the high school budget ask
for next year.”

If 4B were done, it was
a $267,000 total budget re-
duction, with Hampden’s at
$56,505 and $213,495 for
Wilbraham.

Section five was imple-
menting hiring caps to maxi-
mize savings from staff turn-
over, with M6 implement a
hiring cap for new Unit A
hires.

“This is a strategy where
we try to maximize what we
get sometimes from turnover
called breakage by hiring new
people at a lower rate than ex-
iting retirces. We would im-
plement, probably, an M6 hir-
ing cap, which we think would
give us a potential reduction
of $40,000,” Provost said. “It
does mean that we might have
difficulty hiring some of the
specialty roles and, also, might
mean we’re not always hir-
ing the best person to educate
the students. But, it would be
an opportunity for us to save

some money. There might be
more on this. I think we have
an exceptionally small number
of retirees right now. I think
it’s because we don’t have the
settled contract, because when
you’re thinking about retiring,
you want to get your final pay
increases, so that those count
towards your retirement. So,
I think if we do get a settled
contract, we may see a swell
of retirements, which might
give us some more room to
run on this strategy.”

The reduction for Hamp-
den would be $8,371 and
$31,699 for Wilbraham.

Section six was limiting
work beyond the school year,
which would focus on cancel-
ing summer curriculum devel-
opment, saving $20,000.

“That would save Hamp-
den $4,186 and Wilbraham
$15,814,” Provost said.

For sections seven through
12, check out this week’s edi-
tion.

o

of Real Estate
‘ Facebook com FUPomnault

FC&P

Consulting all Matters

Art Ferrara
(413) 348-5827

h, WO PCIMCONSULT.COM

LOWER PRICES
T0 BOOST
YOUR BUDGET!

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

SORTED

INFLATION

AS
PORK LOIN CHOPS..ovossusnes

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONE-IN

ST. PATRICK’S

$494

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK SPARE RIBS Twin paK...

GENTER CUT

USDA INSP. FULLY COOKED

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

PORK LOIN CHOPS or ROAST ...

SLICED IN OUR DELIL

SMOKED BRISKET ....ccuusuee

$9388

CuT
FREE

34%9

USDA INSP.

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SWISS CHEESE.........ouisuun

BEEF OXTAIL.......cc.consurinnes WP Ib

$444

$

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK STOMACH................ $3ﬂ')9

SALE DATES:
3/12/26-

|
POINT CUT
3222 CORNED BEEF
5\ FROZEN WHOLE
CORNED BEEF
AVG 20 LB

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

BE&F RIBE EYE
999 WHOLE

b OR HALF

USDA INSP.
GROUND FRESH DAILY
80% LEAN

3/18/26

PRICES IN
ARE AT OR BEL
LAST YEAR’S PRICE

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN 51 49
Ib

CHICKEN BREAST 10 18 sussssse

USDA INSP. FRESH

5499
5298

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN THIGHS 10.5...onnnne DD E

SCALLOPS ON HALF SHELL 2 5 snc> 922

USDA INSP. FROZEN SKINLESS

HADDOCK FISH FILLETS 2. x> 992,

BUY DIRECT FOR

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

RAW SHRIMP 26/30 COUNT
PEELED & DEVEINED 2 15 eac $1 59e9a

£ 90 Meat Outlet@

SAVINGS * SELECTION « SERVICE

90 Avocado St.
Springfield
413-737-1288

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929

D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.
Palmer, MA 01069

ROBERTS ROOFS

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate e Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles e Gutters
Historical Restoration e Flat Roofing
Snow Removal
Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsinc.com

Trusted Name Since 1982




March 12,2026 The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES Page 5

A

a8,
P

:

"
-
L
B i -
y I
1 ' .
-‘
p [ TR e
. s -
- h
s - ‘
2. N
: il
A
| b -
T L%
L ,‘ r
] L | )’
. -
[
i

A

Spring is Here!

= Tree Removal

= Structural Pruning
» Crane Service

= Storm Damage

= Stump Grinding

= Lot Clearing

Give us a call today
for your free estimate and
tree evaluation by

..‘&" v ..‘“'; l . I%“& '

dlandgtree.com

L L.

INSURED AND CERTIFIED
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B VIEWPOINTS
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

I lost money as a ex-spouse and
widow by not knowing the rules

Dear Rusty:

1 just found out, as some-
one who was collecting
widow’s benefits on my sec-
ond husband, a very small
amount, for some time, that
I was, all along, entitled
to divorce benefits from
my first husband, which
are much more. I thought
I had to wait until my first
husband passed before 1
could collect anything from
him. Now I learned I have
the right to collect as a di-
vorcee. All of these years |
have been missing out on
a bigger benefit because
I didn’t know this. Please
make this clear and stress
it for others in my position.

Signed: Lost Benefits

Dear Lost Benefits:

I am truly saddened
that you lost out on benefits
from your first husband for
such a long time. Although
you could not collect an ex-
spouse benefit from Hus-
band #1 while you were
married to Husband #2, as
soon as your current hus-
band died you again be-
came eligible for ex-spouse
benefits from Husband #1.

Basically, the rules say
you cannot collect benefits
from an ex-spouse if you
have remarried and remain
married. In other words,
you cannot be “currently
married” to collect benefits
from an ex-spouse. But the
death of Husband #2 meant
that you were now eligible
to collect ex-spouse bene-
fits from your first husband
— husband #1. I hope when
you later filed for your ex-
spouse benefits you asked
for six months of retroac-
tive benefits.

In your situation, when
your Husband #2 died, you
actually had a choice — ei-
ther collect your surviving
spouse benefit from your
recently deceased husband
#2, or to collect a regular
ex-spouse benefit from your
first husband if that is more
than your benefit as your
second husband’s widow.
Regular ex-spouse benefits
from your first husband
are available even though
he is still living (and, in-
deed, even if he remarried)
because you are no longer
married to husband #2.

This, however, is not al-
ways the way things work
out for someone who has
had multiple marriages. It
all depends on the SS ben-
efit each former spouse was
entitled to. That’s because
your survivor benefit as

your 2nd husband’s widow
is based on the full (100%)
amount he was receiving
from Social Security when
he died.

In contrast, your benefit
as your first husband’s ex-
spouse while he is still liv-
ing will be based upon half
(50%) of his full retirement
age SS entitlement. And
often, 100% of a deceased
person’s SS benefit is more
than 50% of another living
person’s amount. But not
always.

It’s important to also
know that if you claim any
SS benefit before reaching
your personal Rull Retire-
ment Age , the monthly
amount will be reduced.
Benefits as a spouse (or a
surviving spouse) do not
reach maximum until the
spouse reaches FRA, which
is somewhere between age
66 and 67 depending on the
spouse’s year of birth.

It’s also important to
know that if a surviving
spouse is working, any SS
benefit received will be
subject to Social Securi-
ty’s Annual Earnings Test,
which limits how much can
be earned before SS bene-
fits are affected. For 2026,
the earnings limit for those
collecting early SS benefits
is $24,480 and, if that limit
is exceeded, Social Secu-
rity will take away some
of your benefits. Note that
the earnings test goes away
when you reach your full
retirement age.

Finally, be aware that
if your first husband also
predeceases you, you will
then become eligible for a
surviving ex-spouse benefit
from him, even if he has re-
married.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration or
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended
for information purposes
and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions and
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the Na-
tional Social Security Asso-
ciation To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory or email us
at sadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for
AMAC.

.
BACKYAR

By Ellenor Downer

n March 2, I received
an email from a
Worthington resident

that he just saw a red-winged
blackbird.

Male red-winged black-
birds arrive before the fe-
males. They are one of the
first birds to return to northern
breeding grounds, arriving in
late February or early March.

Red-winged  blackbirds
are abundant songbirds, who
inhabit marshes, wetlands
and fields. The male is glossy
black with bright red and yel-
low shoulder patches or epau-
lets. Females have streaked
brown plumage.

The highly territorial

males often sit on high perch-
es, singing and displaying
their epaulets. Their “conk-
la-ree” is heard frequently.
They are known for “dive
bombing” crows, hawks and
even humans to defend their
territory. They primarily eat
insects such as beetles, drag-
onflies and moths during the
breeding season and seeds

Garden related chores to ease in the season

l ast week I’'m writing
about a blizzard, while
this week it looks as
if the mercury is going to
climb! How about our crazy
New England weather?

If the skyrocketing temps
have you feeling the urge to
get a jump on the gardening
season, you are not alone!
Here are a few tasks, straight
from the archives that
will get you outside,
and a few more to
get you back in-
doors, because
inevitably, win-
ter is here for
awhile longer. I
think.

Perform

appropriate
garden chores.

I am usually negligent in
cutting down asparagus foli-
age in the fall. Weather per-
mitting, in other words, if the
snow melts enough over the
course of the next two weeks,
I will get out there and cut
it back to its base soon, then
haul off the branches to pre-
vent any bugs that overwin-
tered there from infesting this
year’s spears.

It is also time to prune
blueberries, apples, raspber-
ries and grapes.

Pruning can vary depend-
ing on the age and health of
your specimens. If you are
not experienced at it, consult
any number of good books on
the subject before you head
outdoors with your pruning
shears and loppers.

Assess your tools
Was the rototiller running
rough last fall? Perform or
schedule a tune up for lat-
er this month and beat the
rush. Same goes for the weed
whacker and lawn mower.
Hoe and spade blades can
be washed of dirt and debris
then sharpened with a metal
file. Medium grit sandpaper
works wonders to smooth out
the wooden handles of these
and other garden tools.
After which, boiled lin-
seed or tung oil can be ap-

plied to both the handle and
the metal blade. It helps the
wood resist moisture which
leads to cracking and pre-
vents rust on the blades.
Ilove my Dad’s old spade.
It has a great, hand-made
wooden handle that is about
to crack through; sure wish I
had oiled it 20 years ago!

Take inventory.

Many of us have our seed
orders in by now. If you don’t,
or if you plan to buy your
seeds locally, it is a great idea
to go through your leftovers.

Before you decide wheth-
er or not they are keepers,
consider their age and how
they were stored. My rule of
thumb is that if any seed is
over three years old it isn’t
worth the risk. Some seeds,
such as those for parsley, hy-
brid onion, carrot and parsnip
expire even sooner. These are
discarded after only one year.

If seeds were stored in
a moist or overly hot loca-
tion, their viability can be cut
short sooner than normal. If
you have concerns that they
might not germinate, sow a
few seeds indoors in pots in
a warm location and see what
kind of results you get.

Nothing is more upset-
ting than planting seeds in the
garden and having few or no
seedlings come up. Time is
wasted and the harvest is de-
layed by unknowingly utiliz-
ing dead seeds.

We can also take invento-
ry of the various supplies we
use during the growing sea-
son. How are you set on lime,
grass seed, and fertilizers?

Plan to take advantage of

preseason sales by knowing
what you need ahead of time.
Do you have enough contain-
ers, trays and labels?

If you find yourself short,
you need not buy them. You
can start seeds in repurposed
fruit and vegetable boxes, the
kind that mushrooms, straw-
berries and lettuce mixes
come in. They work great as
long as you make a few drain-

age holes in the bottom.
Pint sized ice cream
containers are
perfect for a sec-
ond transplanting
of tomato or
pepper plants.

Seeds of squash

or annual flowers
can be sown in single
serving ice cream cups.
As a kid I always saved
our Popsicle sticks for la-
beling seedlings or garden
TOWS.

When I run out of labels,
all it takes is a trip to the re-
cycle bin to make some more.

Last year I cut them out of
quart-sized yogurt containers;
they were the perfect length.

Practice good garden
hygiene

Disinfect any containers,
labels, stakes etc. that you
wish to reuse this gardening
season by washing them in
hot soapy water then a quick
rinse of one part bleach to
nine parts water. This mix-
ture will kill any pathogens
left behind from previous
gardening endeavors.

Out with the old, and
in with the new — all in due
time!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 34 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.

Male red-
winged
blackbird

and grains during fall and
winter.

They nest in loosely asso-
ciated colonies in shrubs or
cattails and are found across
most of Northern America.
They are polygamous and a
single male may mate with up
to 15 different females in his
territory. Red winged black-
birds can form huge roosts

during the winter of up to a
million birds.

Brimfield resident

A Brimfield resident sent
an email recently. He said,
“On Saturday I was driving
to West Springfield to put up
some picture at the library for
an exhibit. Some members of
the Allen Bird Club are dis-
playing photographs there for
the month of March. On the
way I stopped by a nest in
Ludlow that bald eagles have
used for at least three years.”

In Brimfield, he said,
“Lately we have been seeing
a Cooper’s several times in
the yard and a broad-winged
hawk was seen on Feb. 22.
The broad-winged hawk sat
in a tree in front of the house
for over an hour. Last year
a pair of broad-wings had a
nest on the next door neigh-
bor’s property. They could see
the nest from their deck, but I
was never able to see the nest
walking around near where

{ CANNOT REMEMEER

TUE PAST ARE
CONDEMNED TO
REPEAT (T

they described its location.”

Turkey vultures

On Feb. 11, the Brimfield
resident saw a turkey vulture
in the center of Palmer near
the intersection of Routes 20
and 32. This week, his wife
saw 25 turkey vultures flying
above that area. They often
see vultures soaring over that
area and the first of the year
shows up in mid-February.
He said, “I believe the vul-
tures nest in the area, possibly
on or near Mount Dumplin
that is just north of the turn-
pike ramps.”

Other birds and more

The Brimfield residents
still has lots of junco about
as well as a healthy the gray
squirrel population. Recently
they saw two and sometimes
three red squirrels. He is en-
joying the longer days and

Please see BACKYARD,
page 13
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Turley?)
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Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume
liability for the loss of photographs
or other materials submitted for
publication. Materials will not be
returned except upon specific request
when submitted.

Editorial
Policy

Letters to the editor should be
350 words or less in length. No un-
signed or anonymous opinions will be
published. We require letter writers to
include his or her town of residence
and home telephone number. We
must authenticate authorship prior
to publication. We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any submissions
deemed to be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, personal
attacks, defamation of character and
offensive language. All unknown or al-
leged facts and quotations offered by
the author need to cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send letters to: Editor,
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 24 Water
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to krivers@
turley.com. The deadline for submis-
sions is Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy

The TIMES will gladly correct
factual errors that appear in this paper
and can be substantiated. Corrections
or clarifications will always appear on
the editorial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in an e-mail
or mailed communication to the editor
at the above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES
is published every Thursday by Turley
Publications, Inc. One year out of town
subscriptions are available at $45, out
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission
of news material, letters to the editor
and photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The
TIMES is not responsible for submit-
ted photos.

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Wilbraham-Hampden
Times welcomes readers to
participate in this year’s election
campaigns by writing letters to
the editor for publication on these
pages. Letters of up to 250 words
from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing
campaign issues should be sent
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times,
care of Turley Publications, 24
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed
10 413-289-1977 or emailed to
krivers@turley.com. Please include
a daytime telephone number for
verification purposes (it will not be
printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered
for that Thursday’s newspaper.

No attack letters will be printed.
No letters written by candidates
supporting their own candidacy
will be printed. If the volume of
letters received is larger than the
space available in the newspaper,
or if the letters become repetitive,
the newspaper reserves the right
to print a representative sample.
No endorsement letters will be
printed in the last edition before the
election.

For more information, call the
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election
coverage, the newspaper plans to
print stories about contested races
for Congress, state Senate, state
House, district attorney and Gov-
ernor’s Council during the weeks
leading up to the election, as well
as a question-and-answer voters
guide. In order to ensure fairness
1o all candidates, no political press
releases will be printed, nor will
reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to
further publicize their candidacy,
beliefs and events may contact ad-
vertising, 413-283-8393 about paid
advertising in Wilbraham-Hampden
Times.




March 12, 2026 The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES Page 7

A COMMUNITY GALLERY &

y WILB RAHAM
et HA M PDENswww

for this page by e-mail to COMMUNITY
krivers@turley.com or BULLETIN BO ARD

mail to TIMES, 24 Water Street, W5 SR @ = DY .. ...... ... ... .iieiicccaaaaae

m— HAPPY 38™
ANNIVERSARY
MY LOVE.

ViV ¥y vy vy

=2

‘
=y
-

| appreciate and

love you more each day.
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Submitted photo Kerri Gaouette ]

Enjoy some
photos of the
Hampden Girls 3/4
Basketball team
during the
2025-2026 run.

Here’s a photo of Ryan Gaouette while sledding
at Fountain Park during the recent snow. ;

WPL TAB visits
Ronald McDonald -
* « House

Love is in
the Air

Submitted photo and
caption Cheryl Phillips

The Wilbraham Red
Hatters celebrated
Valentines at the
Senior Center by
enjoying sweet
treats and a Game
of Hearts. Linda

Submitted photo Rachel Hapgood
On Jan. 12, the Wilbraham Public Library’s Teen Advisory Board took a trip to the Ronald

Nichols did a . McDonald House to donate homemade blankets made by the group, tour the Ronald McDonald
fantastic job as chair House and learn more about its mission.
lady for the event.

{4« THE WILBRAHAM SHOPS
) &L 2341 BOSTON ROAD, WILBRAHAM

e Haircuts ® Color ¢ Highlights ¢ Updos ¢ Perms
* Nails * Makeup & Much More

=
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Monthly Highlights for March at the Hampden Senior Center:

Please call 566-5588 to
RSVP for all events or reg-
ister for classes at the senior
center.

Lunch is provided by
Greater Springfield Senior
Services daily at Noon. Sug-
gested donation is $3 per
meal. You must reserve lunch
by 11 a.m. one day prior. Feel
free to schedule reservations
for the month.

WINTER WEATHER
ADVISORY

Remember to watch chan-
nels 22 & 40 for information
about cancellations and/or
delayed openings.

Watch for HAMPDEN
SENIOR CENTER and
GREATER SPRINGFIELD
SENIOR SERVICES for in-
formation.

Lunch & Learn
Presentation:

Pre-Planning Your Funer-
al and Why It’s Important for
You and Your Loved Ones
with Jim Brasco

Friday, March 13 at Noon.
This is a FREE event. RSVP
is required.

Join us for a FREE lunch
of pizza, salad, and cookies,
and learn about the impor-
tance of pre-planning your
funeral. Sponsored by Foras-
tiere Funeral Home.

Coffee with Town
Administrator,
Brian Domina
Wednesday, March 25,
9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Stop in for a cup of coffee
and light refreshments. While

there is no formal presenta-
tion, the Town Administrator

will be happy to answer
any questions that you may
have.

Boost Your Brain Health
by Eating Well

Wednesday, March 25,
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. This is
a FREE event. RSVP is re-
quired.

Join Armbrook Village for
a presentation about eating
a diet rich in brain-healthy
foods. A brain-healthy diet
reduces inflammation, regu-
lates blood sugar, promotes
heart health, and can delay
the symptoms of Alzheimer’s
Disease. A sandwich lunch
will be provided. Seating is
limited.

Crafts with Kim:

Special Make & Take
Spring Album — Registration
is required.

Tuesday, April 7, from 10
a.m. to Noon. This is a FREE
event.

Create a Spring-themed
paper album to take home.
Please bring 4-6 photographs
no larger than 4”°x6”.

All materials will be pro-
vided.

Derby Hat Making Day —
Registration is required.

Tuesday, April 14, from
1 to 3 p.m. Cost is $7.00. All
materials will be provided.

Watch the next Scribe for
details about when you can
wear your new Derby hat at
two great programs coming
in May, a Kentucky Derby
Party and a High Tea!

HOMETOWN S P

Greeting Cards with Ellie

Monday, March 23, 1 to 3
p.m. Cost is $3.00 per person.
All materials are provided.

Come and discover end-
less possibilities for creating
your own personal greeting
cards. Learn new techniques
each month. Class will meet
on the 4th Monday of every
month.

PWR!Moves Group
Exercise Classes with
Lisa Kern, OT, Reiki

Master/Holistic Therapist

Mondays from 9 to 10
a.m.

Cost is $10 per class or
purchase 8 classes for a pre-
paid rate of $65.

A Parkinson-specific
exercise class that ‘“makes
function exercise” to keep
you moving and doing more
of what you want to do! As
you practice, you will be
challenged physically and
cognitively while working
on fitness goals: strength,
balance, agility, aerobics,
and flexibility. Exercises are
designed to improve your
fitness, counteract your PD
symptoms, and increase your
daily activity. This whole
body, function-focused exer-
cise class will push you to do
more than you think you can
in a fun, empowering, and en-
riched environment!

Indoor Cornhole
Mondays at 10 a.m.
All are welcome! No ex-
perience necessary!

Monday Ukulele with
Amy Scott - Drop-ins are
welcome!

Current  session  runs
through March 16. New
8-week session begins March
23 through May 18.

Beginner Ukulele — Mon-
days, 11:45 a.m. to 12:45
p.m.

Cost is $50 for the session
if paid in full or $7 per class.

Advanced Ukulele — Mon-
days, 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm.

Cost is $80 for the ses-
sion/$10 per class.

Common Threads Led by
Joan Tompkins, PhD
Monday, March 23 at

12:45 p.m.

The group will meet in
person on the second and
fourth Mondays of the month.
Joan will join via ZOOM.

Lunch is available at
12:00 noon, and a table will
be reserved for the group.
If you wish to have lunch,
please sign up by 11:00 am
on the Friday before. Sug-
gested donation is $3.00 per
meal.

Living Stronger... Lon-
ger... with Lamar Moore
Tuesdays from 2:15 to 3
p-m.
Current  session
through April 7.
Cost is $6 per class.
Join Lamar to learn about
balance and how it impacts
your overall health and well-
ness. Get tips on strength
training and cardiovascular
endurance to increase mo-
bility and flexibility. “It’s

runs

never too late to start making
progress on your health span.
Muscles and balance are the
two things you can train and
improve even as you age.

Pickleball at
Thornton Burgess,

85 Wilbraham Road

Wednesdays, 8 to 9:30
am., 9:30 to 11 am., or 11
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

This program is for any-
one 60 and older who is new
to the sport or at the begin-
ner-to-advanced beginner
level, who wants to learn the
rules and practice playing.

Pickleball Clinics with
Mary Grassetti

Wednesday, March 25,
8:30 to 10:30 a.m., and 10:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

We will have two clin-
ics on the last Wednesday of
every month. Mary will run
drills and practice games to
hone our skills. Clinics will
replace regular session times.
Anyone who is 60 and older
is welcome to participate in a
clinic, but everyone must sign
up for a spot. Space is limit-
ed.

MEMORY CAFE

EVERY FRIDAY AT
10:15 a.m. Please call Wendy
for more information.

Sponsored by: Friends of
Hampden Senior Citizens &
private donations.

The Memory Café is a
welcoming place for individ-
uals with memory challenges,
along with caregivers, family,
or friends, to gather in a safe,

supportive, and engaging en-
vironment.

Here’s what’s happening
at the Memory Café in Feb-

ruary:
March 13 — St. Patrick’s
Day Craft & BINGO

March 20 — Rhythm &
Motion with Diane

March 27 — Music w/Re-
nee

“African Drumming”

with Jason
Current  session  runs
through April 10.
Fridays from 2 to 3 p.m.

All are welcome! No pre-
vious experience is necessary.

Cost is $7 per class for
drop-ins.

“Come What May” Bou-
tique... is open in our lobby
for all to shop during nor-
mal business hours, Monday
through Friday, 9 a.m. to 3
p-m.

We accept donations of
new or gently used clothing,
outerwear, accessories, and
footwear.

All proceeds from Bou-
tique sales will benefit the
needs of the Senior Center.

Lobby Learning

Don’t have time to come
in and sit for a long presenta-
tion? We understand! Lobby
Learning is aimed at welcom-
ing businesses and organiza-
tions to provide helpful in-
formation to you. You are
welcome to stop in to pick up
information and speak one-

Please see SENIORS,
page 10
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POST

Computer Systems

Repairs  Upgrades e New & Used Equipment e Trade-ins
Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

POST Computer Systems specializes in:

PC & Mac Service

Repairs & Upgrades
New and reconditioned computers, notebooks/laptops,
netbooks, tablets and peripherals

Small Business Specialists
Trade-ins, data recovery, networking, wireless setup, etc.

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses, home offices,
family systems, mobile professionals and everyone in between

is what separates POST from all the rest.

POST Computer Systems, now in its 35th year of service
to the Western Massachusetts community,
owes its continued success to the strength,

iPhone
& Android
Phone

Available!
V W N

passion and vigilance of its service department.

Celebrating
35 Years!

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095

413-596-5177

WWW.POCOSYS.COm

VIRUSES AND WORMS AND TROJANS, OH MY!

le Waste Solutions

Your Hometown Provider for
Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Service

' 413-244-1943

A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research

\_

i f \ !
THE Fl ]I TYGRAPI
RNy

A specialty shop offering a Wonderful variety of fine wines,
craft beers - domestic & imported, sake, soju, mead, ciders
and a nice selection of non-alcoholic beers & wines.

6 Burt Lane, Wilbraham (In the rear of the building)
413-279-1252

Open: Mon.-Wed. 11am-8pm
Thurs. - Sat. 11am-10pm e Sun. 11am-7pm

\

wizf

%

7/

Ted Metayer, Jr./Ted Metayer llI

64 East Street, Ludlow, MA 01056
(413) 547-6164 « (888) 248-1901

theodoremetayer@yahoo.com
www.heavenlyinspirationsflowers.com

Flowers ¢ Gifts
Collectibles ® Gourmet

Owners/Designers

CLEANERS, INC,
N I

Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-3pm
Sun. 9am-2pm

Your Hometown Dry Cleaners
Family owned and operated since 1935

GET TO KNOW OUR

2 k- 15% OFF

Ask about
el la gy Stains out &
for first 27§ :
responders :

262 Allen St., Springfield ~ One Monarch Place
Ste. 200, Springfield
Mon. « Wed. « Fri.

413-736-5476 « parkcleaners413.com

GREAT SERVICE

~ DRY CLEANING
when you
pre-pay!

464 Main St., Wilbraham
Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm, Sat. 9am-1pm
Sun. closed

to make them
successful,
they need

Small Businesses
need more than %@ S

LUCK

:@'
O

YOUR SUPPORT!

<

413-596-5177 »

POST

Computer Systems

Repairs e Upgrades

New & Used Equipment e Trade-ins

Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses,
home offices, family systems, mobile professionals and
everyone in between is what separates POST from all the rest.

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095

WWW.POCOSYS.COm

EST 2012

WWW.ALEGRIADANCE.COM

WHERE DANCE
CONNECTS US ... AND
LIFELONG FRIENDS

ARE MADE!

658 CENTER STREET
LUDLOW, MA 01056
413-583-2321
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Falcons score upset in quarters,
advance to state semifinals

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

FOXBOROUGH- Fox-
borough High School hosted
both a dance competition and
a state tournament girls bas-
ketball game at the same time
last Saturday afternoon.

The basketball fans who
attended the Division 2 Elite
8 match-up between the
fifth-seeded Minnechaug
Lady Falcons and the
fourth-seeded Foxboro Lady
Warriors witnessed a fiercely
contested defensive battle.

The Lady Warriors held a
39-37 lead with a little more
than two minutes remaining
in regulation before the Lady
Falcons scored the final eight
points and advanced into the
semifinals with a 45-39 vic-

tory.
“We’re a very tough de-

fensive team,” said Min-
nechaug head coach Ryan
Minns. “Our style of play
might not be very pretty to
watch at times, but it has been
very successful for us this
season.”

The victory in the Elite 8
improved the Lady Falcons
overall season record to 20-4.

“I’ve never made it this far
in basketball before and it just
feels great,” said senior Kelly
Cronin, who scored 15 of her
career-high 19 points during
the second half. “We’re one
of the best defensive teams
in the state. Our goal was to
keep it a low scoring game.
We do have the potential to
win a state title.”

Cronin, who wears a brace
on her right leg, made a cou-
ple of put-backs hoops and a
lay-up, along with three shots
from beyond the three-point

Ava Manning keeps the ball moving around the perimeter.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Elizabeth Woytowicz tries to get around a defender while
balancing the ball.

line. She also added four free points. “They made a come-
throws. back against us in the fourth

“Kelly is still recovering quarter, but we just kept play-
from an ACL injury, but she ing hard.”
has played well all season Foxborough, who has won
long,” Minns said. “She made four state championship titles
some big shots and played during the past eight years,
very well defensively in to- finished their season with a
day’s game.” 17-2 overall record.

Cronin, along  with A large contingent of Min-
classmates Cailin O’Brien, nechaug supporters, which
Quincie-Jade Clayton, Ava included Principal Stephen
Manning, Lyric Nelson, and Hale, and Athletic Director
Elizabeth Woytowicz man- Steven Burndrett, made the
aged to keep their varsity 80 mile trip to the home of
basketball careers going for the New England Patriots last
several more days. Saturday afternoon.

“It was very important “A lot of our fans have
to just play our style against been consistently coming to
them,” said O’Brien, who was
the Lady Falcons only other Please see FALCONS,
double digit scorer with 10 page 10

Local high school seniors headed to All-Star Games

SPRINGFIELD - The
Naismith Basketball Hall of
Fame announced the team ros-
ters for the 2026 Western Mas-
sachusetts Senior High School
All-Star Games. On Friday,
Mar. 20, the Hall of Fame will
host the 2026 All-Star event
on the Jerry Colangelo Court
of Dreams at the Hall of Fame.
Sixty of the region’s top se-
niors were selected from dif-
ferent divisions to participate
in the final high school con-
tests of their prep career.

“We are honored to wel-
come Western Massachusetts’
top high school basketball
players to the 15th annual All-
Star celebration at the Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame,” said
John L. Doleva, President and

CEO of the Naismith Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame. “This
event is a special opportunity
to recognize the hard work
and achievements of these
outstanding seniors, and we
invite the community to join
us as they take the court one
final time in their high school
careers.”

A committee of local
coaches and media members,
representing each division on
both the boys’ and girls’ sides,
selected the teams. Using the
designated classes for the PVI-
AC Tournament, the players
will be divided into six teams:
two girls’ teams, two boys’
teams of Class A and B play-
ers, and two boys’ teams of
Class C and D players. Only

graduating seniors are eligible
for the All-Star Games. Ros-
ters are on the next page. Jayden Delgado, Granby’s Za-
For the 15th year, the Na- vien Fernandez, and Monson’s
ismith Basketball Hall of Austin Meacham.
Fame will recognize one boy In the girls game, partici-
and one girl as the Western pants include: Minnechaug’s
Massachusetts Players of the Cailin O’Brien, Kelly Cronin,
Year. A special presentation and Elizabeth Woytowicz,
will be made for the recipi- Mahar’s Hayden Comeau, and
ents during halftime of one Agawam’s Isabella Laprise,
of the participating games. A And in the Boys A and B
panel of local media members game, participants include:
selects the award winners, Holyoke’s Jordan King-Peril-
who are recognized for their li, Chicopee’s Dominic Gar-
achievements on the court as cia, Belchertown’s Jake Pa-
well as their sportsmanship cunas, Minnechaug’s Miles
and character off the court. Fergus, Chicopee Comprehen-
Participants in the Boys sive’s Brody Fay, and South
Class C and D game include: Hadley’s Isiah James.
Ware’s Jack Gaudreau and
Brady Guimond, Palmer’s

Dylan Doherty, Gavin Smola,
and Stephen Fredette, Mahar’s
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Louise
Shaughnessey
dribbles into the arc.

4

~ RIGHT: Maycie Eldridge
shoots from close
range.

R i | _

Chloe Lawless tries to bat the ball away.

Wilbraham
youth
advances
in playoffs

CHICOPEE - In the Sub-
urban girls basketball play-
offs, Wilbraham defeated
West Springfield to advance
in the playoffs last week.
Wilbraham was scheduled to
play in the finals on Sunday,
March 8.

McKinley Jaeger heads for a
shot.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day Road Race set to kick off big weekend

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE - Last March,
for the first time in several
years, it was gorgeous weather
for the Holyoke St. Patrick’s
Road Race.

More than 6,000 people
participated in this year’s
event, with nearly 5,000 par-
ticipants finishing the 10K, or
6.2-mile course.

It was Samuel Whittaker
of Salem, CT, who finished
the race in 31:24. Alex Cor-
bett, who placed second in last
year’s race, came in 23 sec-
onds later at 31:47.

The top female finisher was
Angelia Rafter at 34:13 and
she placed 12th overall. Rafter
is from Glastonbury, CT.

e

Female winner Angelia Rafter crosses the inish line at 34:13.

Among local finishers,
Matt Provost of Monson was
19th overall at 35:09. Ryan
Davis of South Hadley was a

close 20th at 35:10. Lindsay
Smith of South Hadley fin-
ished 22nd at 35:12.

While the race course,

commonly known as a “hilly”
course throughout downtown
Holyoke ending with a turn

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibell
The first wave of harriers starts the course on Maple St.

off Beech St. and up the hill

Please see RACE, page 10

Alex Corbett takes second in
the race for the second year
in a row.
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T-Birds upset by Wild

SPRINGFIELD - The
Springfield  Thunderbirds
(22-27-5-2) put forth a big
push down the stretch but
succumbed to a late goal in
falling 2-1 against the Iowa
Wild (19-30-4-1) on Satur-
day night before the ninth
consecutive Pink in the Rink
sellout crowd of 6,793 in-
side the MassMutual Center.

The two clubs, who
combined for 23 goals in
two games in Des Moines in
February, continued a week-
end of tight checking in the
opening period, with young
netminders Will Cranley
of Springfield (eight saves)
and William Rousseau of
the Wild (nine saves) turn-
ing away every shot that
reached the target in period
one. Dillon Dube came the
closest to breaking the tie
for Springfield, ringing the
post behind Rousseau with
one offering.

The Thunderbirds were
frequent penalty killers
in the opening half of the
game, and the Wild finally
connected as their fourth
power play began at 9:01 of
the third, as Dylan Gambrell
stole a clearing attempt, fir-
ing a shot on net to force a
rebound off Cranley’s pads.
Tyler Pitlick drove to the
rebound and backhanded it
under Cranley to make it a
1-0 game as the veteran pot-
ted his ninth goal in 14 AHL
games this season.

Cranley had to atone for
his own gaffe late in the pe-
riod when he turned a puck
over right in front of an open
goal, but he recovered to

This week in recreation

Erin Carroll,
Assistant Director

WILBRAHAM - Do
you have an aspiring art-
ist at home? Or maybe

sprawl back into his crease
and make a stop to hold the
score at 1-0 into the third.

Steve Ott’s team emptied
the tank in the final period,
to the tune of an 18-5 shot
advantage. After failing to
connect on two more pow-
er plays, the T-Birds used a
great effort on the rush to
finally crack into the score-
sheet as Matthew Peca made
a perfect drop pass onto the
tape of Hugh McGing, who
one-timed it through Rous-
seau to even the score at
13:49.

The Thunderbirds had
thoughts of jumping to the
lead down the stretch, but
Rousseau and Iowa kept
Springfield from a tie-break-
ing goal. Instead, it would be
the visitors who tasted vic-
tory late in the third. After a
misplay at the offensive blue
line from the T-Birds, Jean-
Luc Foudy raced up the ice
to set up a 2-on-1 with Gam-
brell, who one-timed a shot
past a stretching Cranley
with exactly 2:00 remaining
in regulation. Springfield’s
last-ditch efforts with Cran-
ley on the bench for a sixth
attacker came up empty, and
Iowa completed the two-
game sweep of the weekend.
The visiting team won each
of the four matchups in the
season series between the
teams.

The T-Birds returned to
a sold-out Thunderdome on
Wednesday, Mar. 11 as they
host the Providence Bruins
for the first of two games
wearing St. Patty’s Day spe-
cialty jerseys.

in Wilbraham.

For enrichment and
specialty programs, we are
offering Play-Well LEGO,
and Circuit Lab, along
with Acting and Scene
Study Class, Fenway Golf,

an  aspir- e and Cray-
ing actor? ola Imag-
Perhaps a ine Arts
young ath- (ART-ven-
lete who tures).

dreams of If your
becoming 14- or
a  profes- 15-year-
sional one? old enjoys
Whatever working

their interests may be, our
upcoming summer pro-
grams offer a wide range
of activities and classes
that are sure to provide a
fun and rewarding experi-
ence.

Registration for all
summer programs Opens
on Tuesday, March 31,
and spots are expected to
fill quickly. We offer pro-
grams for ages 5-14, with
plenty of opportunities
to keep your children ac-
tive, engaged, and excited
throughout the summer.

Our sports offerings
include volleyball, soccer,
tennis, basketball, base-
ball, football, and speed
& agility training with TF
Performance. These pro-
grams feature high-quality
instruction, and partici-
pants benefit from our top-
notch facilities right here

with children, consider
our Counselor-in-Training
(CIT) Program at Spec
Day Camp. The goal of the
CIT Program is to provide
teens with the opportunity
to continue their camp ex-
perience while developing
leadership and workplace
skills. Participants
gain valuable experience
that can help prepare them
for future employment at
our camp or elsewhere.

All of these offerings
give children the opportu-
nity to explore their inter-
ests, stay active, socialize,
and make new friends.
Many programs are al-
ready filling up, so be sure
to register early to secure
your spot.

For registration, addi-
tional details, and full pro-
gram information, please
visit WilbrahamRec.com.

will the
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Zahara Wilson looks for a path inside the

arc.

FALCONS from page 9

our road games throughout
the season and we really ap-
preciate them,” Cronin said.
“They provided a lot of ener-
gy, and it really helped up out
alot in today’s game.”

The Lady Warriors (21-
2), whose only regular season
loss came against Worces-
ter South, took the lead for
the final time at 39-37 with
2:20 left in the fourth quarter
when freshman Gia Porazzo
knocked home a 3-pointer
from the right corner, which
were her only points of the
game.

A little more than a min-
ute later, a Woytowicz steal
led to an O’Brien inside hoop,
which tied the score for the fi-
nal time.

With 35 seconds left on
the scoreboard clock, fresh-
man Zahara Wilson (9 points)
received a pass from Cronin
before making a lay-up giv-
ing the visiting team a two
point lead (41-39).

Then Cronin blocked a
shot before making a pair of
free throws. Wilson also made

two more foul shots with 1.8

Cailin 0’Brien gets ready to make
a three-point attempt.

Lyric Nelson faces off with an opponent.

seconds left, which sealed the
Lady Falcons Elite 8 victory.

The Lady Falcons didn’t
score their first basket of
the game until O’Brien (10
points) was fouled while
making a lay-up with 19.7
seconds left in the first quar-
ter.

Foxboro only made a

during the first eight minutes
of the contest.

A little more than a min-
ute into the second stanza,
Manning buried a 3-pointer
from the left corner. It wound
up being her only points of
the game giving the Lady Fal-
cons a 5-4 advantage.

Cronin also hit a 3-point-

jumper and two foul shots

er from almost the same spot,
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Kelly Cronin heads down the court.

which gave the Lady Falcons
a slim 8-7 lead with 3:35 re-
maining in the first half.

After Foxboro junior
Alaysia Drummonds (team-
high 16 points) made a jump-
er, the Lady Falcons scored
the next five points. Wilson
and junior Ainsley Holden
made a lay-up and an inside
hoop, while Cronin added a
free throw making the score
13-9.

Cronin scored ten of her
team’s 16 third quarter points.

An O’Brien old fashion
three-point play with 1:20 left
in the third quarter gave Min-
nechaug a 28-15 lead.

The Lady Warriors closed
the gap to 29-22, entering the
final eight minutes following
a7-1 run.

The home team retook the
lead late in the fourth quarter
with the help of five 3-point-
ers, but the Lady Falcons
managed to pull it out in the
end.

Minnechaug was sched-
uled to face top-seeded
and undefeated Medfield
in a semifinal game held at
Worcester North High School
on Tuesday night.

Samuel Whittaker crosses the first

line first overall.

RACE from page 9

on Hampden St. toward the
finish line remained large-
ly the same, there was one
noticeable change in this
year’s event.

Presidential Timing
took over the official timing
duties after 4RUN3 went
out of business last year.
Those looking for more re-
sults from the events can go
to www.presidentialtiming.
com to look at more spe-
cific results from the race.
Like previous timers, you
can look up people by name
and bib number to get more
specific results.

This year, the road race
is set to take place on Satur-
day, Mar. 21 with the main
race beginning at 1 p.m.

This year’s race would

feature runners from all
over the region, the state,
and surrounding states as
many are preparing for the
Boston Marathon, set to
take place in just under a
month. Many runners over
the years have enjoyed us-
ing the St. Patrick’s Day
Road Race as practice for
the marathon because of the
challenging hills through-
out the streets of Holyoke
that runners must navigate
through.

While there has been
a considerable amount of
snowfall this past winter,
the Holyoke DPW will
have the streets utilized
in the race ready to go for
both runners and specta-
tors. Helping matters has
been the recent warmer
weather that has helped ac-

celerate the melting a lot of
the snow.

For participants in this
year’s race, Runner num-
bers and bib-tags can be
picked up on Friday, Mar.
20 from 3 to 6 p.m. They
can also be picked upon
Saturday morning between
9 a.m. and 12 noon.

There will be free shut-
tle service going form
Holyoke Community Col-
lege to the race area. The
shuttle will drop runners
off at the Mater Dolorosa
School parking lot outside
of the clothing drop. Race
officials advise using a
shuttle by 12 noon in or-
der to make the start of the
race.

Visit us at

Www.

turley

.com

R

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured

TR E E

Tree Trimming and Removal
Emergency Tree Work - Stump Grinding
Crane Service - Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 « office@robinsontreeservice.net
www.robinsontreeservice.net
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SENIORS from page 8

on-one with representatives
in the senior center lobby and
stay for as long as you need to
get your questions answered.
Perhaps there is an organiza-
tion you would like us to wel-
come? Please let us know.

March 12 — Bluebird Es-
tates

March 19 — STCC Dental
& Elms Nursing Students

March 26 — Pat Sherman
from Edward Jones

HELP US STOCK OUR
SHELVES with Dish Soap.

Thank you to those who
donated disinfecting wipes
last month. Every month, we
will target a different item
to help fill monthly Personal
Needs Bags.

Due to space constraints,
please refrain from purchas-
ing warehouse-sized items.

Elms College Nursing
Students will be here on
Thursdays, through April 30,
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Students will do blood
pressure screening and pro-
vide educational health infor-
mation.

Did you know we offer the
following services....

FREE Blood Pressure
Clinic - Walk-in 9:15 to
10:45 am.

Tuesdays with Ann Mag-
gio, RN, or Ruth Haley, RN

Thursdays with the Elms
College Nursing Students.

Foot Care with Kylie — by
appointment

Tuesday, April 7. (First
Tuesday of every month)

$40 for a 30-minute ap-
pointment.

Infinnite Hair by Katie
by appointment

Thursdays, March 12 and
26, from 9 a.m. to Noon.

The 2nd & 4th Thursday
of every month

Services offered include:

Dry (Spritz) Cut—$15

And Style—$5

Men’s Cut—$12

Wash, Dry & Style com-
ing in April—$20

Gift Cards make great
gifts and are available for pur-
chase at the Senior Center!

Anyone is welcome to
schedule appointments for
these services.

Please call 566-5588 to
schedule your appointments.

Need a button sewn? Pants
hemmed? Fix a rip? Help is
on the way!

Fridays, March 13 & 27
from 10 a.m. to Noon.

The senior center wel-
comes seamstress extraor-
dinaire, Georgina Hamilton,
on the second and fourth Fri-
days of every month to help
with your tailoring needs and
more.

This service is FREE, but
donations will be accepted for
senior center programs and
services.

D & R Farm,
Winter Farm Share

March 18. Pick-up at 9:30
a.m.
D & R Farm offers fresh
produce twice a month, run-
ning through May. FREE
with SNAP/HIP if you qual-
ify! If you do not qualify for
SNAP/HIP, you may pur-
chase a share for $40 cash per
month. NEW applications are
required. If interested, please
call Wendy at 566-5588 to
sign up!
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SENIORS from page 1

“However,” Blanchard
said. “the tuition is around
$90,000-$100,000 a year
and...I just wouldn’t feel
comfortable paying that.”

Hayden Carlotto, though
not having committed to a
particular college or uni-
versity, will be majoring in
Psychology and minoring in
English.

She explained that she’s,
“choosing a slightly cheaper
undergrad...as it allows me to
save as much as possible for
graduate education.”

There are heavy decisions
and difficulties when it comes
to navigating application
season alone. Irene Chen, a
first-generation college stu-
dent who recently committed
to New York University, plans
on majoring in Chemical &
Biomolecular Engineering.

Chen described that the
admissions process was very
difficult to navigate but the
MRHS teachers and staff
helped her through this in
multiple ways. She was able
to lean on some of her favor-
ite teachers for support with
her mental health while also
gaining wisdom from her
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A section of college flags posted on both walls of the guidance center’s hallway, representing all colleges and paths for seniors.

guidance counselors.

“I had tons of questions
about the specifics of apply-
ing and even what attending
college would look like for
me,” Chen said. “and I found
that all of the resources avail-
able to me here at MRHS
were so helpful in navigating
that process.”

Something special about
the Hampden-Wilbraham Re-
gional School District is the
way staff expose students to
different career choices and
passions. Sometimes this is
more subtle than a student
can realize.

From walking over to the
fire station or watching the
eggs hatch into baby chicks,
as a preschooler, to joining
the MyCap, CTEC, or in-
ternship programs as a high
schooler, the district’s staff
helps students navigate career
exploration and align it with
their personal interests, skills,
and talents.

Seniors had noted an is-
sue they have been dealing
with on top of semester two
classes has been the difficulty
of applying to scholarships as
well as dealing with “seniori-
tis”: the drastic drop in moti-

vation in regards to academic
performance, in high school
seniors near graduation.
Renee Considine, the head
guidance counselor in career
readiness and director for
MRHS’s counseling center,
urges seniors to “apply for
everything”, that not applying
to a scholarship is like saying
no to free money. As well as
to check their Schoollinks ac-
counts often as the staff does
their best to update the schol-
arships on the platform daily.
Having now been through
their entire high school expe-
rience, the Class of 2026 has

a couple messages that they
would like to share to both
the upcoming seniors and un-
derclassmen.

Blanchard informs the
underclassmen that, “You
can always do more than you
think you can... I can’t stress
enough how much wasted po-
tential hurts in hindsight.”

Chen explains that you
should, “Do only what you
are passionate about. Don’t
try to join every club and ex-
tracurricular.”

She encourages that qual-
ity always rules over quantity
when it comes to building a

Page 11

resume.

For the upcoming seniors,
Carlotto stresses that, “There
will be a lot of “lasts” that
you don’t even think about or
anticipate, so really take the
time to enjoy this year and
those moments as much as
possible.”

A message emphasized
for upcoming seniors is to
start early on college applica-
tions, essays, and scholarship
opportunities, for once school
is in full swing, it can get dif-
ficult to navigate.

Casey Moriarty, a cur-
rent teacher and alumni of
Minnechaug, urges current
seniors, as they move into
adulthood to, “say yes to ev-
ery opportunity that makes
their world bigger; travel,
work different jobs, make
friends, and never stop learn-
ing!”

As well as emphasizing
to not have a one-track-mind
about any decision.

The Class of 2026 also
had a message for their fellow
seniors: Look how far you’ve
come. Never stop exploring,
experiencing, and experi-
menting.

CCW from page 1

essentially have taken food
and beverage in-house, so
to speak, and are running it
through CCW Catering LLC,
but we no longer have a ven-
dor,” Coyle said. “So, with
that, we needed to file the
applications for both change
of manager, change of LLC
managers and officers and di-
rectors and change of owner-
ship interest.”

Coyle said the new change
of manager would be to Javi-
er Correa, a 54-year-old chef
and general manager.

“He is there 50 to 60 hours
a week. He is in charge of
everything from back of the
house, front of the house,
make sure that everything
runs smoothly there. We have
a great menu, he’s a great
chef, great all-around person.
It’s been a pleasure working
with him and we couldn’t
have done it without him,”
Coyle said. “He’s had a lot
of experience with CCW’s
since 2022. He has previously
worked in other restaurants in
Springfield and he is TIPS-
trained.”

On the change of man-
agers, LLC managers and
officers and directors, Coyle
said there were two manag-
ers, which would be himself
and Tyler Cudnick, who is the
current treasurer.

On change of ownership
interest, Coyle said, “the cur-
rent ownership interest shows
the Country Club of Wilbra-
ham Inc. and the vendor,” so
this would be changed to “the
Country Club of Wilbraham
Inc. as the sole member of
CCW Catering LLC.”

For the change of DBA,
Coyle added this was sub-
mitted and discussions with
Administrative Assistant
Heather Kmelius on how to
approach this as the ABCC
renewal application didn’t
have the change.

“But, it may have been ap-
proved, but we threw in belt
and suspenders to make sure
that we’re all on the same
page,” Coyle said. “We’re do-
ing business as The Grille at
CCW, so we wanted to make
sure that we had that all taken
care of as well.”

Chair Michael
asked this question.

“For clarity, historically
it’s been a 90/10 split between
CCW and the vendors and
it’s 100% CCW that you’re
talking about,” Squindo said.

“Correct,” Coyle said.

There were no further
comments or questions from
the board and no comments
were presented by the public.

The application with the
amendments was unanimous-
ly approved and will be re-
ferred to the ABCC for final
review and approval.

Squindo

Golf Course Renovations

Following this, Coyle pre-
sented information on golf
course renovations, sharing
that the town and CCW en-
tered into an amendment to
the lease agreement for the
leased premises back in 2022
when the senior center was
being built.

“Some of the land need-
ed to be reclaimed in order
to build the senior center,
which resulted in some tee
relocation and modification

work that needed to be done
at the Country Club as a re-
sult of that being built,” Coyle
said. “Essentially, what we
had to do is take one hole and
change it from a par five into
a par four, so we had to short-
en it and we had to do some
other things.”

There was also a “pretty
extensive modification list
that we included in the lease
amendment as an exhibit,”
with Coyle presenting the
updated information to the
board.

“Relative to what was de-
scribed in the lease amend-
ment and then what we’ve
done so far that we’re seeking
a release from the escrow, be-
cause pursuant to the terms of
the amendment of the lease
agreement, under Section
Eight, we were authorized to,
essentially, escrow all of the
rent that we typically pay to
the town as rent credit in ex-
change for the lease amend-
ment,” Coyle said. “So, we
have been paying funds into
an escrow account since
2022. The balance as of Janu-
ary 31,2026, is $121,490.06.”

Coyle added the quarterly
reports submitted to the town,
which showed “payments that
were made,” had a final page
showing the escrow bank ac-
count statement showing the
balance as of that day.

“The spreadsheet that I
provided really homes in on
the work that we’ve done to
hole six, which is the hole
that was adjacent to the senior
center that we had to change
from par five to a par four.
You can see the extensive
list of tasks that we complet-
ed in conjunction therewith,

LET’S

Jamie Joslyn

Turley Publications is looking
for an outgoing, energetic
person interested in selling
advertising for our community
newspapers plus more! The
right candidate will assume an
established territory with

a portfolio of customers.
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24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
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& 5. : Q,‘ AN ANNUAL SOURCE OF
P —
Journal Register e

)me_‘

*/

Representative

DISTRIBUTED M M -
ALL 12 TURLF
COMMUNT
NEWSPAPE

HIRING:

Advertising

Offering a
competitive

commission structure,
401k, and health plan.

together with a few on hole
three,” Coyle said. “If any-
one’s played the golf course,
there used to be a very large
oak tree in the middle of the
fairway. We had our study
done. The person who did the
study indicated that it was one
of the most difficult and just
a tree that shouldn’t be in the
way there, that it just made
the hole so unfair. So, we
wound up taking that down
as well as all the work that we
did on hole six.”

The report also included
information on the estimated
amount contained in the lease
amendment, the amount that
was paid, the over/under of
the work that was complet-
ed, the date it was completed
and the total account that the
CCW is seeking reimburse-
ment for from the town.

“As the town knows, we
self-funded this. So, we’ve
been paying for the repairs
out of our operating budget
and we haven’t requested any
release from the escrow as of
yet. We’re at that point in time
where, for us, to do some ad-
ditional work, we really need
to get a release of that escrow
in order to keep moving with
the projects,” Coyle said.

The amount for the ap-

proval of the release of the es-
crow is $121,000, with Coyle
adding $128,081 that has al-
ready been paid.

Vice Chair Marc Ducey
asked this.

“What are the terms of
that? I mean, how much are
we going to reimburse? Is
it a period of time or is it an
amount of money that we’re

supposedly able to reim-
burse?” Ducey said.
Coyle replied, “It’s an

amount of money based on
one of the exhibits to the lease
amendments,” and noted the
total cost of all projects with
the 20% contingency was es-
timated as $322,260 pursu-
ant to the terms of the lease
amendment.

“So, that’s the amount
we’ll be exposed to, $322,000,
and then we’ll start to collect
it and then apply it to the gen-
eral fund, wherever it goes?”
Ducey said.

“Correct,” Coyle said.

Clerk Sue Bunnell ex-
pressed approval of the re-
port.

“It’s a pleasure to get
the report that we just got.
I’'m glad things are moving
along. Looks like things are
going well,” Bunnell said. “I
remember back in the negoti-

ations that there was discus-
sions that, in fact, the course
would be improved, even
though you went from a five-
par to a four-par.”

Coyle ended his report
sharing that membership has
been doing great, Mass Golf
Association events have tak-
en place at the CCW and, in
2027, the country club will
celebrate 100 years as it was
founded in 1927.

“So, we’re going to be
back before this board with
some ideas. We have a 100th
Year Anniversary Committee
with a lot of historians from
the Country Club, as well as
some of the younger individ-
uals who are involved with it
now, so we’re excited about
some different opportuni-
ties that we might be able to
present to the town and really
partner up with that to make
it a huge success for us next
year,” Coyle said. “It’s great
to have a golf course that’s
turning 100 years old.”

The motion to release
$121,000 from the escrow
account as reimbursement
for portion of the CCW golf
course renovation expenses
passed unanimously.
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Blockchain-based
entity

4. A woolen cap of
Scottish origin

7. Painted with glue

12. Legendary crooner

15. Structure made with
strips of wood

16. Tropical fruits

18. Commercial

19. Comedienne

27. Stated propositions
30. Scottish island group

39. Someone who is
morally reprehensible

41. Ancient Syrian city

42. Mild yellow Dutch
cheese made in balls

44 Carry (slang)

47. Sweet potato

48. European river

53. Possess spiritually

63. In a law-abiding way
64. A place to sleep

4. Occupant

people
6. Social media firm
7. Digital audiotape

and southeast

49, The Golden State disease
50. Windy City ballplayer 10. Chinese lute
52. New Testament 11. Not wet

Gasteyer 56. A treeless grassy down
20. The Ocean State plain 13. Communication
21. Ancient Scot 61. Popular historical devices
24. Basics novel 14. Swiss river

17. Female sibling
22. Receive

31. Expression of 65. Criticize 23. Relating to a type fruit

annoyance 24, General's assistant 58. __ Spumante (Italian
33. Large tree CLUES DOWN (abbr.) wine)
34. Engine additive 1. Impression in a surface  25. Steep bank 59. Ailments
35. Conspiracy 2. Computer language 26. Taxi driver 60. Famed singer Charles
37. Drunkard 3. Relating to the ear 28. Moves into without 62. Camper

5. Member of Great Plains  29. Bicycle manufacturer

8. Midway between east

9. Chronic, progressive

12. Moves wings up and

difficulty

32. Traditional rhythmic
pattern

36. Fugitives are on it

38. Bitter-tasting organic
substance

40. Die

43. Matched

44, Literary genre __-fi

45. Cannot

46. Pounded

51. British rock group

54. Debt relief order

55.2006 NL Cy Young
winner

56. Green vegetable

57. Tough outer skin of
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12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 1

SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00

Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood
for outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS

MILLING, TURNING, GRINDING,
TOOLS. Tools inspection, tools granite
surface plates, red head spindles and
more. CERA BIDE GRINDING, 34
Front Street, Indian Orchard, 413-
543-1227.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

FRIDAY AT NOON

WANTED!
CASH for:

* Machinist tools, power tools

& Snap on.
« Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.

Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

. F.;
2%*xxxxx & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE******%

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-

bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming

pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.

Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell

(413)222-8868.

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Home improvement

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry »
Framing = Drywall »
Painting = & more!

2026
TAX TIME

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082

413-967-8364

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call For An
Appointment | ;>

PROVIDER

Personal & Small Business

Federal & All States

413-348-2279

o]

BB
=

IRS Certified Tax Preparers

Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.

‘ﬁ 1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 ==
- www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

T - fir g

FRIVOLR

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056
www.ajefinancial.com

(413)589-1671

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and
rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

BUILT N POWERED. Serving all your
electrical and construction needs. Fully
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10%
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

| offer good quality electrical work,
no project too small. Service upgrades,
pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

HEATING &
AIR COND.

NO HEAT? Taking no heat calls — Oil and
Gas, AC service also. 413-222-2904
Bobby.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service, roofing
and siding contractor.
Tim 413-563-2229.
Licensed/insured. 35 year
construction supervisor.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

Read your local
newspaper online at
www.newspapers.turley.com

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON
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Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
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2 B | 22 Betzron| 23 e e
2 sasgfrics | 26 sgprice| 27 mssfrs| 28 Base s
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Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:

Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $

Credit Card: 1 MasterCard aVISA [ Discover Q Cash 1 Check#

Card #: Exp. Date cw
Amount of charge: Date:

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exte-
rior painting and wallpapering. Also minor
carpentry.

413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now
$1,200. 413-218-2321

The Town of Oakham is
seeking an experienced certified
municipal TOWN CLERK.

10 hours a week. $31.82 -$40.30 depend-
ing on experience.

Email admin@oakham-ma.gov for a
full job description and town employment
application.

The Town of Oakham is seeking
an experienced working
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT.

The Highway Superintendent serves as
the working department head responsible
for the planning, administration, and day-
to-day operations of the Town’s Highway
department. Pay rate is $31.82 — $40.30/hr
depending on experience.

Email admin@oakham-ma.gov for a
full job description and town employment
application.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.
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Wilbraham Public Library
holding contest for a new logo

WILBRAHAM - Wilbra-
ham Public Library is looking
for a new logo! The library
is hosting, with sponsorship
from the Wilbraham Friends
of the Library, a new logo
design contest. To enter, the
artist must be a resident of
Wilbraham, Massachusetts
from high school age and up.

Entries must be original
artwork, of scannable quality,
and on 8x11.5” paper. The
logo entry must include an
animal, or animals, reading a
book or books. It must also
display the words ‘Wilbra-

ham Public Library.’

“We are excited to open
up this opportunity to artists
in Wilbraham! The library is
a community center, and as
such, it is fitting that our new
logo come from a resident.
What a great way to celebrate
how important our library is
to Wilbraham!” — Melissa
Harter, Library Director.

Submissions will be ac-
cepted at the Library Service
Desk until April 15. The de-
sign chosen will win a prize
of $250. The winner will be
announce on April 25, 2026.

BACKYARD from page 6

looking forward to warmer
temperatures.

Red-tailed hawk

A Rutland couple saw a
red-tailed hawk quickly grab
a gray squirrel her husband
shot. They watched it hungri-
ly consume a “warm meal” in
the yard. They moved their
feeder nearer to the house due
to the deep snow. They have
lots of black-capped chicka-
dees and woodpeckers come
to the new location

Town of Hampden
Notice of Public Hearing
The Hampden Planning Board
will hold a Public Hearing on
Wednesday, March 25, 2026 at
6:30 PM in the Town Hall, 85
Wilbraham Road, Hampden, MA
on the application of Salmar Re-
alty, LLC c/o Peter Martins for
a Special Permit under Section
6, Table of Use Regulation Use
Code 4.14 within Table 6.0 of the
Zoning Bylaw for a restaurant
and a Special Permit with Site
Plan Approval under Section 6,
Use Code 4.12 for a retail estab-
lishment both within the Busi-
ness District located at 2 Somers
Road, Lot #3 (Parcel #12-040-
000) owned by Hampden Farms
LLC. Information related to this
application is on file in the Town
Clerk’s Office and is available for
review by the public during nor-
mal business hours.
For the Board,
Madison Pixley, Chair
Hampden Planning Board
03/05, 03/12/2026

Hampden

Zoning Board of Appeals

Notice of Public Hearing
The Hampden Zoning Board
of Appeals will hold a Public
Hearing on Tuesday, March 24,
2026 at 6 PM in the Town Hall,
85 Wilbraham Road, Hampden,
MA, for those interested in the
petition of owners Kevin and
Kelly Sacco for a Special Permit
or Variance for the side setback
under Section 7, Table 7.2 of the
Zoning Bylaw to allow the ad-
dition of a garage (14 ft 6 in X
24 ft) to their residence located
at 356 South Road. The petition
and related materials are on file
in the Town Clerk’s office and
may be viewed during normal

business hours. For the Board,
L. Jed Berliner, Chair
Zoning Board of Appeals

03/05, 03/12/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
Docket No.
HD26P0435GD
In the matter of:
Joanne Guiel
Of: Wilbraham, MA
RESPONDENT
Alleged Incapacitated Person
CITATION GIVING NOTICE
OF PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF
GUARDIAN FOR
INCAPACITATED
PERSON PURSUANT TO
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304
To the named Respondent and
all other interested persons, a pe-
tition has been filed by
Paige Lawor of Wilbraham,
MA
Patricia Vaselacopoulos of
Chicopee, MA
in the above captioned matter
alleging that Joanne Guiel is in
need of a Guardian and request-

Bluebirds
An Oakham resident sees
bluebirds on a daily basis.
She enjoys watching them.

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by emailing myback-
yard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to
Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448,
Barre, MA 01005. The Palm-
er office has a new phone
system and I will be getting
an extension where messages
may be left. I will publish the
number as soon as it is set up.

ing that

Paige Lawor of Wilbraham,
MA

Patricia Vaselacopoulos of
Chicopee, MA

(or some other suitable per-
son) be appointed as Guardian
to serve Without Surety on the
bond.

The petition asks the court to
determine that the Respondent is
incapacitated, that the appoint-
ment of a Guardian is necessary,
and that the proposed Guardian
is appropriate. The petition is on
file with this court and may con-
tain a request for certain specific
authority.

You have the right to object
to this proceeding. If you wish
to do so, you or your attorney
must file a written appearance at
this court on or before 10:00 a.m.
on the return date of 03/31/2026.
This day is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline date by which you
have to file the written appear-
ance if you object to the petition.
If you fail to file the written ap-
pearance by the return date, ac-
tion may be taken in this matter
without further notice to you. In
addition to filing the written ap-
pearance, you or your attorney
must file a written affidavit stat-
ing the specific facts and grounds
of your objection within 30 days
after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this proceed-
ing may limit or completely
take away the above-named
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs
or financial affairs or both.
The above-named person has
the right to ask for a lawyer.
Anyone may make this request
on behalf of the above-named
person. If the above-named
person cannot afford a lawyer,
one may be appointed at State
expense.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: March 02, 2026
Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate
03/12/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD26P0443EA
Estate of:

Harold Joseph Nadeau, Jr.
Also known as:
Harry Hal
Date of Death: 04/16/2025

CITATION ON PETITION

FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Ap-
pointment of Personal Repre-
sentative has been filed by Tina
M Nadeau of Springfield, MA
requesting that the Court enter a
formal Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested in

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES

Marilyn (Petty) Jordan

Marilyn (Petty) Jordan of
Sarasota FL, formerly of St
Petersburg, FL. and Hamp-
den, MA, passed away on
February 6, 2026, at Brook-
dale Colonial Park.

Marilyn was born in
Springfield, MA, to Ray-
mond Petty and Edith
(Naughton) Petty.

She graduated from
Commerce High in 1959.
She cherished her childhood
friendships and maintained
them throughout her life.
She enjoyed being a stay-
at-home mom and partici-
pated in volunteering at Girl
Scouts and as a Boy Scout
den mother. She was a ro-

mance novel aficionado and
many friends left her home
with a bag full of books to
borrow. She loved photos.
We had to make sure to take
plenty of photos of family as
well as flowers, artwork and
swans for her. Marilyn loved
to dance to ‘50s music and
play card games like Hand
and Foot. She enjoyed crafts,
including painting and cro-
chet and I loved teaching the
kids and grandkids all kinds
of arts and crafts. She would
also participate in Ladies
Aid at the Hampden (MA)
Federated Church.

Marilyn Jordan is sur-
vived by her children Deb-

Marilyn (Petty) Jordan
Died: Feb. 6, 2026
Private celebration of life
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orah Jordan, Ronald Jordan
and his wife Angie and Rob-
ert Jordan and his wife Jenn,
eight grandchildren and two
great grandchildren. Prede-
ceased by her husband Rich-
ard Jordan and her brother
Clinton Petty, brother-in-law
Raymond Jordan and his
wife Ethel and sister-in-law
Hazel Mallory and her hus-
band Arthur Mallory.

In lieu of a funeral ser-
vice, there will be a private
celebration of life held this
summer.

Benches

Statues
Plot Maintenance
On-Site Lettering “* Restorations

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.

Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family
Custom Design Work

Cleaning “ Markers

Cemetery Signage

Monuments
Bronze Plaques

201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 < www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com
413-589-7564 Office

413-589-7588 Fax

413-531-5360

Vases
Granite Signs

wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com

the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Tina M Nadeau of Springfield,
MA be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 03/31/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: March 03, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
03/12/2026

SALE OF
MOTOR VEHICLES
This ad is pursuant to MA
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A as
of March 27, 2026 the following
motor vehicle will be for sale to
satisfy a garage keepers lien:

2012 Jeep Grand Cherokee
VIN#: 1C4RJFAG7CC115586

D

COLOR: Red

LKO: Michael Barrett
2027 High St.

Three Rivers, MA 01080

2010 Jeep Liberty

Vin#: 1J4PN2GK9AW 178856
Color: Tan

LKO: Mozanth Nazareth

323 South St.

Marlbourgh, MA 01752-5132

Vehicle : 2015 Honda Civic
VIN#: 19XFB2F53FE220400
LKO: Edward De LaCruz
260 State St.
Ludlow, MA 01056
Lien Holder : United Consumer
Finance
150 West Grove St Suite 16A
Middleboro, MA 02346
R & S Assoc. Inc
PO Box 543
Wilbraham MA 01095
413-596-4374
03/12, 03/19, 03/26/2026

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
REPAINTING THE
OLDMEETING HOUSE
450 Main Street
Wilbraham, Massachusetts
01095

The Town of Wilbraham, the
Awarding  Authority, invites
sealed bids for repainting The
Old Meeting House, 450 Main
Street, Wilbraham, MA 01095.

The work, estimated at
$110,000, involves minor scrap-
ing areas of loose existing lead
bearing paint, and repainting the
exterior of the building, with al-
ternates to also repaint the interi-
or of the 2 floors of the rear porch
and repainting the Hearse House
in the rear yard.

Bidder selection, procedures
and contract awards shall be in
conformity with M.G.L. Chapter
149 section 44. State mandated
prevailing wage rates must be
paid according to M.G.L. Chap-
ter 149 sections 26-27H.

Digital copies of the draw-
ings and specifications may be
obtained by emailing requests
to the office of Roy S. Brown
Architects at 85rsba@gmail.com
after Thursday, 03. 12. 2026.
A contractor briefing on site is
planned for Thursday. 03.19.
2026 at 10:00 am.

Questions pertaining to the
general bid will be accepted until
Saturday, 03. 21.2026.

All questions are to be emailed
to the office of Roy S. Brown

Turley Publications
offers two types
of obituaries.

One is a free, brief
Death Notice
listing the name of
deceased, date of death
and funeral date
and place.

The other is a
Paid Obituary,
costing $275, which
allows families to
publish extended death
notice information of
their own choice (with a
word limit of up to 500
words) and may include
a photograph.

Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be
submitted through a
funeral home to:
obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only
when the family
provides a death certificate
and must be pre-paid.

PUBLIC NOTICES B

Architects at 85rsba@gmail.
com. All answers to questions
pertaining to the general bid will
be distributed to all plan holders
by Tuesday, 03.24.2026 at 12:00
pm.

General bids will be accepted
from eligible bidders at the office
of the Board of Selectmen, 240
Springfield Street, Wilbraham,
Massachusetts 01095 Thursday
03.26.2026, at 12:00 noon when
they shall be publicly opened and
read aloud. A 5% bid security is
required to be included in the bid
package..

The Awarding Authority re-
serves the right to reject any or
all bids, should it be deemed in
the public interest to do so.

Samuel Boyd,
Facilities and Grounds Director
03/12/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD26P0449EA
Estate of:
Robert H Zepke
Also known as:

Robert Henry Zepke
Date of Death: 01/25/2026
CITATION ON PETITION

FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative
has been filed by Amanda Lee
Haldeman of Hampden, MA
requesting that the Court enter a
formal Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested in
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Amanda Lee Haldeman of
Hampden, MA and Christo-
pher Hans Zepke of Hampden,
MA be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain

a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You

have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 03/31/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: March 03, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
03/12/2026

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).

Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.

Thank you.

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com
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The benefits of attending summer ¢

Summer camp is some-
thing akin to a rite of pas-
sage for millions of young-
sters each year. Many adults
look back fondly on their
experiences at summer
camp, often crediting such
times as formative periods
in their lives.

Summer camp benefits
children in myriad ways.
Recognition of the many
advantages of attending
summer camp can serve as
a great reminder of just how
fun it can be for children to
spend their time away from
school at a camp of their
choosing.

e Campers continue to
socialize throughout sum-

N
-
"
|

'LA‘ Check Out These Great Camps! &
amp

mer. Socializing isn’t just
for the school year. While
children in high school
might be independent
enough to come and go with
their friends during summer
break, kids who are still in
elementary school or mid-
dle school might not be old
enough to handle such free-
dom. That can make it hard
to stay in touch with friends,
which in turn can contribute
to feelings of boredom and
loneliness. Camp provides
ample opportunities for

young children to socialize
during a time of year when
they might not see their
school friends as often as
they’re used to.

summer@HCC
N

* Campers can expand
their horizons. Though
some summer camps are
exclusive to residents of
certain communities, many
tend to feature children
from numerous towns or
municipalities. Such camps
provide an opportunity for
campers to expand their
horizons by engaging with
youngsters who come from
different backgrounds. In-
deed, the Graduate School
of Education at Harvard
University notes that sum-
mer camp may be the first
time children spend substan-
tial amounts of time with
people whose backgrounds
differ from their own.

Holyoke Community College

Save your spot and register
today for summer fun!

July 27-31, Minecraft Designers (ages 8-10, 11-14)

August 3-7, Python Programmers (ages 8-10, 11-14)

July 20-24, Make Your First Video Game (ages 8-10, 11-14)
July 13-17, ROBLOX Coders (ages 8-10, 11-14)
July 6-10 and 13-17, Fun Bites with Chef Swanigan (ages 9-16)
July 20-24 and 27-31, Around the world with
Chef Swanigan (ages 9-16)

July 6-10 and 13-17, Cooking without Borders with
Chez Vargas-Gonzalez (ages 9-16)

July 20-24 and 27-31, Passport to Flavors with
Chef Vargas-Gonzalez (ages 9-16)

Check out our adult enrichment
courses, too! hcc.edu/bces

HOLYOKE
COMMUNITY
COLLEGE

Summer Youth Programs
for Ages 8-16

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES
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e Camp can get Kkids
off their devices. Modern
children are growing up in
a digital world, and parents
know how hard it can be to
get kids to put down their
devices and get outdoors.
But the key to making that
pivot could be access to out-
door play spaces. A 2025
study from researchers at
the University of Michi-
gan published in the jour-
nal Health and Place found
that efforts to reduce kids’
screen time are more suc-
cessful when children are
given a chance to play out-
side. Many summer camps
are structured around out-
door play, making them a
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potentially invaluable ally as
parents seek to help children
cut back on the time they
spend using their devices.
Children who do not attend
camp and live in households
where both parents work or
in single-parent households
where Mom or Dad works
may be forced to spend
much of summer indoors,
which could increase the
frequency with which they
turn to devices to occupy
their time.

* Camp adds structure
to summer days. Once a
school year ends, the struc-
ture a school day provides
vanishes into thin air. Cou-
ple that with extracurricular

activities that go on hiatus
during summer vacation,
and kids accustomed to
structure are left with little
to do and no need to sched-
ule their time. That can add
an aimlessness to summer
days. Camp can provide
the structure kids are ac-
customed to but still offer a
break from responsibilities
like homework or the com-
mitments required of extra-
curricular activities.

There’s no shortage of
benefits to enrolling young-
sters in summer camp, where
kids can socialize, grow and
get off their devices while
engaged in structured but
stress-free activities.

PATHFINDER TECH 2026

SUMMER YOUTH ENRICHMENT PROGRAM

REGISTRATION
OPENS 8AM
APRIL 1ST

i
R

WEEK #1: July 6 - 10

WE

#2: Julyv 13 -17

WEEK #3: July 20 - 24

@

i =

CHOOSE
YOUR FAVORITE

PROGRAM!

Hands-on fun for
students entering

grades 4 to 8!

Visit our website for program descriptions and avilability!
WWW.PATHFINDERTECH.ORG/SUMMER-YOUTH-PROGRAM/

Proud publishers
of 12 community
newspapers

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.

Call 413-283-8393
to advertise your
business here
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Toddler

* Join Our
Room Waitlist

TODDLER * PRESCHOOL « SCHOOL AGE

Offering Flexible Care Programs For Kids Ages 15 mo. - 12 yrs.
Open 7:00 a.m.-5:30* p.m. / MONDAY - FRIDAY
Both Full Time & Sibling Discounts

W ENROLLING FOR SPRING/SUMMER/FALL PROGRAMS

KIDZ SUMMER PROGRAM/K-6TH GRADE
Ages 5 - 12 yrs. * JUNE 22ND-AUGUST 21ST
9 Weeks ® Full & Part Time Options/Single Weeks or All Summer!
Swimming e Field Trips ® Close walk to Playgrounds & CHCS Pool
Daily Creative & Educational Indoor/Outdoor Activities!
*Start of camp based on Belchertown School Schedule

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE
K-6th Grade ® Full & Part-Time ® Homework Support
School Bus Pick Up & Drop Off ® Indoor & Outdoor Activities
PRESCHOOL Year round program for Ages 3-5 yrs.
Full & Part Time ® Choose from Full Day or 3/4 Day Options
Creative Educational Kindergarten Readiness Curriculum

Choice of Full Day 7:00-5:00 or 3/4 day option 8:30-2:30
Come Grow, Learn, and Play!

4 Stadler Street - (413) 323-5439 Follow Us i
belchertownkidzclub@gmail.com EcLicensed PRoGRAM #177446 [

Caring For Kids
For 30+ Years!

-

i
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TODDLER/YOUNG PRE-K Year round program for Ages 15 mos.-3 yrs. | B

[
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Greene Acres Equestrian Center 1.c

2026 Summer Riding Sessions
June 29 - July 3 e July 20 - July 24 , ‘
August 10 - August 14 e August 24-28 /
9AM - 3PM LUNCH NOT PROVIDED —
Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding,
English & Western, Ages 5 & up

Call to Register (413) 813-9291

53 Ware Road, Belchertown
Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com

DAY &

OVERNIGHT

WWW.gscwm.org

Girl Scout Camp
For All Girls!

FOR CHILDREN ENTERING GRADES K-9

Campars participate In a wide var aty of fun
activitles including arts & crafts, swimming,
nature pregrams, hiking, and 18 enrichment

themes! Lunch i included and before and

after care is available?

DAY CAMP
JR. DY CAMP
WELK 1 JURKL 15-19

WEEK 2: JUNE 22-28
WEEK 3; JULY 510
WK &; JULy 13-17
WEEK 5 JULY 20-24
WEEK B; JUeyY 37-1
WEEK 7: ALMOUST 3-T7

0]

EMRICHMENT
CaMPS

MOUNTAIM
BIKING &
ADVENTURE
CAMPS




