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WILBRAHAM - Fierce but 
friendly competition was to be had 
at the senior center on Feb. 7 during 
its first-ever Souper Bowl event.

The event took place ahead of 
Super Bowl weekend, comprised 
of senior center staff and volunteers 
showing off their cooking prowess 
with hearty, delicious bowls of soup 
or chowder.

Proceeds and donations from the 
event went towards the Alzheimer’s 
Association.

The entries were chicken corn 
chili from Dawn Dietrich, chicken 
pot pie soup from Deb Rollend, corn 
chowder from Deb Williams, zuc-
chini soup from Maria Cacela, beef 
stew from Brenda Willard, clam 
chowder from Tammy Accorsi, beef 
and vegetable soup from Patrick 

Renna, director of Veteran Services, 
veggie soup from Activities/Volun-
teer Coordinator Jen Finnigan, ham 
and bean soup from Social Services 
Coordinator Barbara Harrington, 
cheeseburg chowder from Paula Du-
bord, director of elder affairs, and 
tortellini soup from Sue Rigney.

Dubord was declared the winner.

The celebrity judges were Fire 
Capt. Kevin Brown and Tracey 
Perry, assistant vice president and 
retail banking officer at Country 
Bank. State Rep. Angelo Puppolo, 
Jr. (D-Springfield) was slated as a 
judge, but due to the event being re-
scheduled from the Feb. 6 snow and 
ice storm, he was unable to attend.

Harrington explained she want-
ed the proceeds to support the Alz-
heimer’s Association as it’s a cause 
close to her heart, along with the 
senior center offering the Memory 
Cafe program and the town’s efforts 

in becoming a dementia-friendly 
community.

“I always wanted to do some-
thing like this. We had a great turn-
out and we raised $272 in donations. 
So, it was awesome,” Harrington 
said.

Harrington was thrilled with the 
turnout.

“It was great because, of course, 
we have people coming in and out 
of the door at the senior center for 
the programs, so they came in and 
stopped in. It was also a great op-
portunity for the people who have 
never been here that just came just 
for that and to see what we offer,” 
Harrington said.

Harrington praised the residents 
for their support.

“We’re just so fortunate because 
the people of Wilbraham, they want 
to get involved and they want to do-

By Hannah Yeasley
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - The library 
hosted an all-ages Valentine’s Day 
Card making workshop on Tues-
day, Feb. 4. 

The event took place in the 
Brooks Room and began at 4 
p.m, running for about an hour. It 
was sponsored by the Wilbraham 
Friends of the Library. 

The Brooks Room was set up 
with six different tables, all with 
their own themes for Valentine’s 
Day Cards. The card making was 
self-guided and drop-in style, 
where attendees could visit as 
many tables as they wanted.

Each table had glue sticks, scis-
sors, markers and construction pa-
per for the cards. Each table also 
had different things to decorate the 
cards with based on the theme.

One of the tables was super-
hero-themed and had cutouts 
of words such as “Super” and 
“Great!” to be used. Another table 
was dog-themed, with hearts with 
paw prints inside it. One table had 
an example that prompted card 
makers to cut two hearts out of a 
paper and fold them in half, so they 

ended up with a heart-shaped card.
One duo, Gina Ricciardi and 

Luciana Camerota, showed up 
dressed for the occasion with Val-
entine’s themed scarves and a pink 
headband. 

“We’ve never been to an event 
like this, but we saw the notice in 
the paper and thought it sounded 
like fun,” Ricciardi said. “We are 
making a few cards to take home 
to give to family members, but 
are about to make some to donate. 
We’ll definitely come to more stuff 
like this.”

Off to the side of the room, 
there was a box where attendees 
could donate cards they made to be 
dropped off to home-bound library 
patrons.

Event organizer and Children’s 
Librarian Jaime Hageman had the 
idea to set up the donation box. 

“We do weekly drop-offs to sev-
eral houses in Wilbraham, where 
there are people who can’t make 
it to the library for some reason or 
another,” Hageman said. “So, this 
will be a nice little bonus in their 
delivery next week. The leftover 
cards will go to the senior center 

Residents get creative 
at Valentine’s Day 
Card Making at WPL

Turley photos by Hannah Yeasley
Gina Ricciardi (left) with Luciana Camerota (right) were dressed for the 
occasion in pink scarves with hearts on them. Luciana made several 
cards for family members, and several others to put in the donation box.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Social Services Coordinator Barbara Harrington serves her ham and bean soup entry during the Souper Bowl event 
at the Wilbraham Senior Center.

WSC hosts ‘Souper Bowl’ 
ahead of Super Bowl weekend

George Washington on 
the Bay Path

By Charles F. Bennett
Times Editor Emeritus

Last month 
we wrote about 
random thoughts 
on Wilbraham 
history. This 
month we contin-
ue with more of 
the same.

Those of us 
who attend Annu-
al Town Meetings 
over the years have 
often heard about folks who were 
appointed to various outdated desig-
nations like “Fence Viewers, ‘Mea-
surers of Grain’ and other old-time 
town positions. 

Looking through the “History of 
Wilbraham” by Chauncey Peck, we 
saw that he wrote the first Wilbra-
ham town meeting elected officers 
like Selectmen, Treasurer, Consta-
bles, Assessors, Tithing Men, Sur-
veyors of Highways, and Wardens. 
Peck noted that the job of a warden 
was to see that no trespasses were 
made on public land to cut timber or 
hunt deer.

And, I was fascinated to learn 
what “Tithing Men” use to do. “The 

Tithing Men” were to see that Sun-
day laws were to be obeyed and that 
“especially frisky boys and girls 
in the church galleries should re-
frain from playfulness and “dumb 
telegraphing” to each other while 

the services went on,” wrote Peck. 
Do you think that today’s Wilbra-
ham kids who attend church ser-
vices are better behaved than their 
ancestors?

After the town was organized 
a meeting was held to vote to 
raise money for the schools, the 
minister and the highways. At the 
second town meeting on Dec. 1, 
1763, 15 English pounds was ap-
propriated for the “support of the 

school.”
Lorenzo Kibbe

Speaking of early religion in 
Wilbraham I revisited one of my ear-
lier columns quoting some historical 
facts about our town in the19th cen-
tury. Local legend holds that church-
es were most often built on the high-
est land elevations “to be nearer to 
heaven” in towns where there was a 
land choice.

Up on the Mountain in the Glen-
dale section of town, religious ser-
vices were held at the No.7 school-
house and in private homes after 
the Baptist church moved to south 
Wilbraham in 1854. Lorenzo Kibbe 

26th Annual 
Father-
Daughter 
Dance held 
at St. Cecilia 
Parish

By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - On Jan. 31, the 
Knights of Columbus 10195 held 
their 26th Annual Father-Daughter 
Dance at St. Cecilia Parish. 

It’s one of the biggest events for 
the church and the Knights of Co-
lumbus. All the girls were dressed 
up and ready to spend a fun night 
with their dads. 

The gymnasium was filled with 
decorations to celebrate the Valen-
tine’s season. There were tables with 
nice decorations, a dessert table, a 
photo booth and a dance floor. 

The girls also got fun souvenirs 
from the dance, including feath-
er crowns, light-up bracelets and a 
light-up wand. 

The daughters and dads danced 
to music that was led by Jon O’Neil, 
and this has been his third year as DJ 
for the dance. He led everyone in a 

HISTORICAL WILBRAHAM

More Random Thoughts

Turley photos by Noelle Hisgen
Fathers and daughters dance together for a conga line.

warmup song, fun upbeat dances 
and line dancing. As well as letting 
them take breaks in between for 
special “Sweetheart dances” where 
the daughters always finished the 
song at the end hugging their dads. 

In attendance was Fa-
ther-Daughter Dance Chairperson 

Rosemary Oldread, who is also the 
director of Youth Activities at St. 
Cecilia’s. 

“It’s a reach out to the com-
munity and to let them know that 
St. Cecilia’s is here to be a part of 

Charlie Bennett

Please see CARDS, page 8Please see SOUPER, page 4

Please see DANCE, page 8Please see HISTORICAL, page 9
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Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$275, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Chicopee Register

Hampden - Wilbraham Regional School District

The Road to Kindergarten
2025-2026

Parents and Guardians 
please join us for 

The Road to Kindergarten. 
This program will address 
Kindergarten Readiness, 
Screening, Curriculum, 

and a typical Kindergarten day.

Date: Wednesday, March 5, 2025
Time: 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Location: Minnechaug Regional High School Auditorium

(In the event of a snow day, 
it will be rescheduled to Thursday, March 6, 2025.)

BOARD OF HEALTH & 
OPERATIONS COORDINATOR

The Town of Hampden is seeking qualified 
applicants for the position of Board of Health and 
Operations Coordinator. 

This position is responsible for coordinating and 
performing a variety of administrative tasks and 
special projects to support the overall operation of 
the Board of Health, Regional Health Department, 
and Selectboard. Qualified applicants will possess 
a high school diploma or its equivalent, prior 
municipal experience and effective communication 
skills. Proficiency in Microsoft Office applications 
is required.  This position is regularly scheduled 
for thirty-two (32) hours per week with occasional 
evening and weekend hours involved. Excellent 
retirement and health insurance benefits are provided. 
Starting compensation is $30.37/hour. A complete 
job description is available at www.hampdenma.gov. 
Interested applicants should email a cover letter and 
resume to townadmin@hampdenma.gov. The first 
review of applicants will begin on February 20, 2025 
and the position will remain open until filled. 

The Town of Hampden is an equal opportunity 
employer.  

AROUND TOWN

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - On Feb. 4, The 
School Committee held a budget round-
table with state officials and town com-
mittees and boards.

The roundtable comprised of School 
Committee members, Josh Dixon, di-
rector of Student Services, Lisa Curtin, 
director of Curriculum, Instruction and 
Professional Learning, and members of 
the Wilbraham Select Board, Hampden 
Selectboard, the Hampden Advisory 
Committee, Wilbraham Finance Com-
mittee, Wilbraham Capital Planning 
Committee, State Reps. Brian Ashe 
(D-Longmeadow) and Angelo Puppolo, 
Jr. (D-Springfield) and State Sen. Jake 
Oliveira (D-Ludlow).

The Highlights
Public comment had residents shar-

ing thoughts ranging from making sure 
educators are supported and can succeed 
to encouraging state legislators to pass 
education legislation.

One highlight was Amanda Whittier, 
who shared HWRSD has a reputation “of 
providing excellent education and excep-
tional level of support services for learn-
ers with a wide range of learning needs.”

However, Whittier said, budget con-
straints “over the years have put a strain 
on our abilities to do so” and filling open 
positions for varying roles has had little 
or no success.

“If we want to continue to be the 
district we have a positive reputation of 
being, we cannot continue to work with 
the budget we have. I am invested in the 
district’s future, so my question to you is 
are you invested in supporting a budget 
that will meet the needs of our learners?” 
Whittier said.

After Superintendent Dr. John Pro-
vost presented district highlights, fol-
lowed by strategic plan highlights in 
vocational education opportunities, 
building utilization in negotiating to end 
the lease at TWB and a vision of equity 
statement, Doughlas Slaughter, assistant 
superintendent for Finance, Operations 
and Human Resources, broke down the 
budget sections.

The sections included employees, 
offsets or revenues including state aid, 
circuit breakers in relation to reimburse-
ments for student needs such as special 
education, federal aid, revolving funds 
and more.

Slaughter said, considering all those 
items, “Our expenses are rising.”

“We’re looking at an overall increase 
in our budget from last year to this year 
of a little over $1.8 million dollars, just 
shy of 4.7%, and in that low section you 
can see that we have a percentage of the 
budget funded by those different com-
ponents and what we see is that as those 
sources--particularly federal is the most 
obvious one--but in all three cases, more 

burden is placed on the communities to 
carry the cost of school,” Slaughter said.

On capital planning needs, Slaughter 
explained that was still in development, 
with him and School Committee Vice 
Chair Sean Kennedy later clarifying 
project priorities and costs are still being 
worked on and will be updated.

On Project 211, Provost explained it 
involves a coalition of districts formed 
after 211 of the 319 districts in the state 
were Minimum Aid Districts. Since then, 
the number has grown to 232 and  re-
named Project 232.

“That means that nearly three-quar-
ters of the districts in the Commonwealth 
are slated to receive minimum state aid 
for FY26, and if that happens, the conse-
quences are going to be absolutely dev-
astating,” Provost said.

Minimum State Aid, Provost said, 
came through education reform when a 
foundation formula was established in 
estimating total costs for adequately ed-
ucating students. For FY25, the estimate 
was $14.5 billion and the state/local split 
set at 41% to 59%, with the state’s por-
tion comprising $5.9 billion.

“Based on capacity to pay, an individ-
ual town may have less or more than the 
41/59 split with the consideration that no 
municipality’s capacity to pay can ever 
exceed 82.5%. In other words, everyone 
must get at least some state aid,” Provost 
said. “Now, if these two formulas yield 
a result where the amount calculated 
for state aid is smaller than the amount 
received in the prior year, the district is 
said to be in minimum aid status. So, 
instead of receiving a reduction that the 
formula would have given you, you re-
ceive a minimum of 30 students per pupil 
or, in this year, 75 students per pupil in 
the governor’s budget.”

The number of 75 students per pupil 
equates to $206,775. The total the district 
“is being held harmless to” for FY25 is 
$584,652.

“The foundation budget for us in-
creases 4.2%. That’s the estimated in-
crease to educate students in Massachu-
setts, but our state aid goes up only by 
1.64%. That’s due to the whole harm-
less amount trying to eat through that 
$584,652,” Provost said. “Additionally, 
the formula is trying to move Hampden 
to 82.5% so they’d be capped at the high-
est amount a community can pay and 
Wilbraham to only 68.5% based on their 
ability to pay, their capacity pay. So, we 
are also having to shift through those few 
additional percents that the formula is as-
signing to the towns and have to eat up 
all of that money too before we can see 
any significant state aid.”

Three ways this could be addressed 
are foundation budget assumptions, tar-
geting a capacity to pay adjustments or 
adjusting the fundamental state/local 
split.

Ashe said, “We got a lot of work to 
do.”

“We will continue to do everything 
we can to push for better funding for all 
those things. SPED (special education), 
regional transportation, Chapter 70. We 
want to make sure that we continue to 
turn out the best students in the state, 
that we continue whether it’s in music, 
whether it’s in sports, whether it’s aca-
demics or all of them or anything in be-
tween,” Ashe said.

Finance Committee Member Joe 
Lawless said the committee heard “loud 
and clear” from Provost’s presentation 
about the education costs and “we’re put 
in a position--an impossible position, 
right?—” with four possible choices for 
funding education.

The possible choices were the state 
steps up to fund education, raise taxes--
which Lawless added about hearing from 
residents on how expensive taxes are--
cut programs or cut other departments’ 
budgets “which could have huge ripple 
effects” and either cut jobs or programs 
from the schools.

“So, it is a really tough situation. I 
was really pleased to see our state rep-
resentatives here and hear they want to 
support us because we do need to fund 
education. I think the state needs to step 
up and help us in that way,” Lawless said.

Hampden Selectboard Chair Don 
Davenport emphasized, from the Select-
board perspective, education is valued, 
but so are public safety, senior citizens 
and the police and fire departments.

“We have to make those judgments. 
We only have a certain amount of money 
and that’s where the problem comes in 
and that’s why I brought up to the legis-
lators that there are things that they can 
do like the Municipal Building Fund that 
we could take money that we need for 
our buildings,” Davenport said.

Davenport added there’s $150 million 
dollars for libraries that could be used to 
move the Hampden Free Public Library 
to TWB, “but we can’t get the money be-
cause we’re not an MBTA community.”

“I mean, that’s ridiculous, so I think 
those are the things that we have to work 
on,” Davenport said. 

Select Board Chair Sue Bunnell en-
couraged everyone to continue raising 
their voices, feeling the legislators were 
hearing them more—to an extent—com-
pared to the past. She added the board 
received its first round view of the town’s 
budget the night before from Town Ad-
ministrator Nick Breault and the Finance 
Committee will get it soon, with that 
committee already starting to work with 
department heads.

“There are plenty of challenges out 
there. The capital needs are of significant 
concern because our capital needs are 
right there too and, of course, the capital 
needs of some of those buildings are our 
buildings as is true in Hampden,” Bun-
nell said. “We appreciate all the work. 
Keep at it, raise your voices in Boston 
and with us.”

Select Board selects 
Building Utilization 
Committee members

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The Select Board has chosen the six 
citizens who will be serving on the Building Utilization 
Committee.

The Building Utilization Committee will be a nine-mem-
ber committee comprised of six citizens and one member 
each from the Finance Committee, Capital Planning Com-
mittee and the Planning Board.

During the Jan. 13 and Jan. 27 meetings, 12 candidates 
had interviewed for spots on the committee. They were Er-
nest Smith, Scott Drumm, Stanley Soja, Brad Senft, Joshua 
Mullen, Jeff Smith, John McGrath, Brittany Meece, Chris-
topher Duby, Megan Eischen, Kevin Rothschild-Shea and 
Sean Patrick Rooney, Sr.

On Jan. 27, it was announced that Planning Board Chair 
James Rooney and Finance Committee Member Jennifer 
Leydon were appointed to the committee for a one-year 
term, while a representative from the Capital Planning Com-
mittee was not named at that time.

However, a representative from the Capital Planning 
Committee was later named to the committee during the 
Feb. 10 meeting. 

Ahead of the appointments on Feb. 3, Chair Sue Bun-
nell shared the Historical Commission had reached out to 
the board in an email proposing a member be included on 
the committee.

“I’m interested in everyone’s thoughts. I’m inclined to 
stick with the original planning,” Bunnell said.

Clerk Marc Ducey agreed.
“I am too. We set it up one way and then that was the un-

derstanding we were going to do it. We didn’t really include 
Historical. I think if they had wanted a seat, they could have 
asked much (sooner),” Ducey said. “I mean, this isn’t new 
news.”

Vice Chair Michael Squindo also agreed.
“I concur,” Squindo said.
After this consensus, Bunnell announced the board would 

not do the amendment to the composition of the committee.
When Ducey wondered why the Historical Commission 

was considering a seat on the Building Utilization Commit-
tee, Bunnell thought of Memorial School.

“I think because of Memorial and the fact that they have 
petitioned for historic designation for that building,” Bun-
nell said.

“That’s what I assumed, but I didn’t know that,” Ducey 
said.

As Town Administrator Nick Breault finalized the num-
bers for the ranking system that would be used to narrow 
down the candidates, Bunnell expressed gratitude to the can-
didates for their interest.

“Again, we are very grateful for the incredibly positive 
response and we will be sorting through some of the candi-
dates who didn’t get appointed to explore the possibility of 
welcoming them onto other committees in open slots,” Bun-
nell said. “With the contingency that what would probably 
happen is that they would be contacted by the Select Board 
office, put in touch with the chair of a committee that might 
have an opening where there might be a nice fit and it would 
move through that process.”

After the numbers were finalized, the top six candidates 
listed were Brittany Meece, Kevin Rothschild-Shea, Jeff 
Smith, Megan Eischen, Brad Senft and Scott Drumm.

Looking over the ranking as it stood, Ducey suggested 
having someone on the committee with Parks & Rec experi-
ence, also approving of seeing new people amongst the list.

“We also have some newer people as well, so I like the 
blend,” Ducey said.

After further discussion, Squindo read the motion to ap-
point Brittany Meece, Kevin Rothschild-Shea, Jeff Smith, 
Megan Eishen, Brad Senft and Stanley Soja to a one-year 
term ending on June 30, 2026, which was approved unan-
imously.

School Committee holds budget roundtable

HAMPDEN – The Theatre Guild of 
Hampden is pleased to present “Dial M 
for Murder,” directed by Stuart W. Gam-
ble, Karolina Kopczynski as Stage Man-
ager, set construction by David Carlson 
and costumes by Karolina Kopczynski 
and Stuart W. Gamble . 

The cast features Andy Price as Tony 
Wendice , Katie Whalen as Margot Wen-
dice  (evening performances), Taylor 

Raucher as Margot Wendice, (matinee 
performances), David Martin as Max 
Halliday, Brad Shepard as Inspector 
Hubbard, Nathan Medlock as Captain 
Lesgate and Ben Bump as the offstage 
voices.

 Based on Frederick Knott’s (author 
of Wait Until Dark) thriller and adapted 
into the Alfred Hitchcock classic film 
starring Grace Kelly, this suspenseful 

tale of deception 
and intrigue has 
more twists and 
turns than a Grand 
Prix race.

The performances will take place at 
Thornton W. Burgess Middle School at 
85 Wilbraham Rd, Hampden, MA 01036 
on Feb. 28, March 1, March 2, March 7, 
March 8 and March 9.

The show times are Friday and Sat-
urday at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday Matinees 
at 2 p.m.

Tickets are $25 for adults and $20 for 
seniors and students.

Tickets are now on sale at theatre-
guildofhampden.org.

Theatre Guild presents ‘Dial M for Murder’

Our advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Wilbraham
Hampden Times
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Wine Of The Month
Elouan Pinot Noir
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Romantic Dinners to Take Out
READY TO HEAT AND SERVE
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Fire station and senior 
center major highlights

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Selectboard held 
its third municipal meeting with mem-
bers from town departments and com-
mittees in the Townhouse Auditorium on 
Feb. 4.

The latest meeting is the 
third in a series of municipal 
meetings discussing prioriti-
zation and planning for mu-
nicipal building renovations 
and capital improvements.

On the agenda were a 
concept/presentation and dis-
cussion for the fire station, a 
revised plan/presentation and 
discussion for the senior cen-
ter, updates for Thornton W. 
Burgess Middle School in-
cluding a revised spatial plan 
and use of space presentation/
discussion about the library.

Mark Barba explained the 
architects just gave them a preliminary 
draft with potential ideas with input from 
site visits included and the Fire Depart-
ment Building Committee had not met 
yet, but planned to on Feb. 5.

“We’ve already looked at this. There’s 
certainly some tweaks and changes al-
ready we know we want to make as far 
as flow goes,” Barba said. “And from that 
point, obviously, it’s kind of a refining 
process. So, we literally have just got the 
first rough draft from the architect after 
their site visit and, again, conceptual. It’s 
way in its infancy certainly at this point, 
we don’t even have a design that we want 
to present to anybody yet because we got 
to go through the process.”

Barba added what the committee is 
trying to look at is the existing fire sta-
tion and utilizing it as much as possible.

When Chair Don Davenport asked if 
the committee would have something by 
town meeting, Barba replied that was the 
goal.

“They’ve been pretty responsive as 
far as turning stuff around, getting stuff 
back--changes--so, again, that is our goal 
to be able to have something for us for 
town meeting this spring,” Barba said.

Town Administrator Brian Domina 
then showed the concept draft, which 
was received in an email the day before, 
leading to further discussion on the po-
tential ideas and on if questions on the 
mission of the fire station were answered.

Selectboard Member John Flynn 

said the concept design was “a great first 
shot.”

“Personally, I think it’s, maybe, a lit-
tle large what we need. I am concerned 
about the space between the right of way 
to the north and the projected costs,” Fly-
nn said. “I go back to Dick’s comment 
and back to Thad as well. Have we really 
made a determination of the path for-
ward for the fire department with the am-
bulance, etc. But, it’s a good first start.”

For the senior center, Senior Center 

Building Committee Chair Gary Wein-
er shared after meeting with the Select-
board in December, the committee next 
met in January “to figure out what our 
mission was, quite frankly.”

“What we settled on is that the senior 
center needs are not going away. There 
are some immediate maintenance needs 
that need to occur in the next year or 
two. And so we began--and again, this 
is just preliminary based upon our dis-
cussions during this meeting--but we 
focused on one, the bathroom upgrades,” 
Weiner said. “Now, we’re not talking 
the half-million dollar bathroom up-
grade that we talked about earlier. If we 
were to do that it means moving walls, 
losing program space--possibly the li-
brary--without expanding the senior cen-
ter. So, we’re not going to do that. But, 
the bathrooms do need to be upgraded, 
the toilets need to be replaced with high-
er toilets. We have grab bars that need 
to be put in, the stall panels need to be 
replaced, probably paint, better ventila-
tion in there and, also, lighting upgrade 
for the bathrooms. So, that was our first 
look and we feel that’s one of the most 
immediate needs.”

On storage, the focus was for cabi-
nets on the walls and upgrading storage.

“The fact that Thornton Burgess may 
be available for legal and long-term stor-
age would be helpful to get it out of the 
hallways where it is now,” Weiner said.

For window replacement, Weiner 
clarified a total replacement wasn’t being 
looked at but for standard windows that 
are around the senior center.

“So, not the stained glass, not the 
specialty windows at this point. One of 
the members of the committee has a very 
good friend that’s with Harvey Windows 
and he is going to come and get us a price 
that we can then begin to make certain,” 
Weiner said.

One additional point was about the 
parking lot, with the high-
way superintendent willing 
to schedule a time to pave it; 
a mill and overlay as opposed 
to reconstruction. Other points 
were the septic tank having 
an effluent filter and vent pipe 
fixed, washers and dryers.

“Again, this is just our first 
pass at this. We didn’t include 
the roof, we didn’t include 
the HVAC replacement and 
we didn’t include lighting up-
grades,” Weiner said.

On the lighting upgrade, 
grants would be pursued.

“So, with those four poten-
tial upgrades, we’d ask for a 
warrant article place. We will 

still look further at refining it,” Weiner 
said.

Weiner’s rough estimate--minus 
the parking lot--would be $100,000 to 
$125,000 and the committee will meet 
again the following Monday for further 
review and numbers.

Thad Clavette clarified the mainte-
nance for the building “was not in ques-
tion,” encouraging Weiner not to put off 
looking at the roof.

“Lighting, you got fluorescents in 
there now?” Clavette said.

“Yes,” Weiner said.
“I relit a 100,000 square foot build-

ing, went to LEDs. You don’t need grants 
but you save electricity, you pay for the 
lights,” Clavette said.

After further discussion, Davenport 
asked about money committed by the 
Friends of Hampden Senior Citizens to 
the original project.

“Did they commit any money to 
this?” Davenport said.

Weiner replied no.
“They are not allowed under their 

bylaws. Under the bylaws, they can fund 
programs, but the monies that they were 
committing in under the bylaw, it is for 
expansion,” Weiner said.

For the library presentation/discus-
sion and TWB update, check out this 
week’s edition.

WILBRAHAM – Wilbraham United 
Players (WUP) is thrilled to announce 
the cast for their highly anticipated 
spring musical, “Cabaret.”

“Cabaret,” a beloved musical by John 
Kander and Fred Ebb, tells the story of 
an aspiring writer and his experiences at 
the Kit Kat Klub, a provocative nightclub 
where the lines between entertainment 
and the political unrest of pre-World War 
II Germany blur. With iconic songs like 
“Willkommen,” “Maybe This Time,” 
and “Cabaret,” this production is sure to 
bring the unforgettable world of 1930s 
Berlin to life.

Emcee- Jayse Matrishon
Sally Bowles- Carolyn Averill
Clifford Bradshaw- Chris Morey
Ernst Ludwig- Ben Crow
Fraulein Schneider- Christine Greene
Herr Schultz- Doug Lebelle
Fraulein Kost/Fritzie- Jami Wilson
Kit Kat Girls- Noelle Hisgen, Shelly 

Capen, Julia Adamo, Naidelyn Cruz, 
Meaghan Snapp

Kit Kat Boys- John Woytowicz, 
Zachary Ciano, Tully Russell, Antonio 
Mutti

Cabaret is directed by Deb Trimble, 
musical direction by Ben Mabrey, and 
choreographed by Jacqui Panasian. The 
show is licensed and permitted to per-
form by Concord Theatricals.

Tickets are now available for the 
show, including special cabaret tables, 
which will run from March 28 through 

April 6 at the Wilbraham United Church. 
For ticket information and to pur-

chase your seats, visit www.wilbrahamu-
nitedplayers.org.

Support Wilbraham United Players 
with Show Sponsorships

Show sponsorships are now avail-
able for local businesses and individuals 
looking to support this community-driv-
en theatre production. Sponsorships pro-
vide great exposure and a chance to be 
part of an amazing artistic experience. 
For more information about sponsorship 
opportunities, please contact WUP at the 
details below.

Visit Our Website for More Informa-
tion,

For more details about the Cabaret 
production, sponsorship opportunities, 
and to purchase your tickets, please visit 
www.wilbrahamunitedplayers.org.

Selectboard holds third municipal meeting

Wilbraham United Players Announces Casting for 
Spring Musical ‘Cabaret’

wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com
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It’s Our Anniversary!
Celebrating 60 Years of Success, 

One Client At A Time!

• Located in Post Office Park,  
Wilbraham

• Helping clients live their  
best financial life since 1965

• Accomplished, Friendly  
and Professional

• Contact us for a
 no-fee consultation

at

Securities offered through LPL Financial.  Member FINRA/SIPC.  Advisory services offered through
Trombley Associates, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.

85 Post Office Park • Suite 8524
Wilbraham, MA  01095

Phone 413-596-6992
trombleyassociates.com

Mike Trombley, Financial Advisor, Former MLB Player; 
Barbara Trombley, CPA, Financial Advisor

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - Updates about Thorn-
ton W. Burgess Middle School and a 
library use of space presentation/dis-
cussion were other highlights during the 
Selectboard’s Feb. 4 Municipal Meet-
ing.

This meeting was the third in a se-
ries of municipal meetings discussing 
prioritization and planning for munici-
pal building renovations and capital im-
provements. A fourth meeting will take 
place on March 4.

Also on the agenda were a concept/
presentation and discussion for the fire 
station and a revised plan/presentation 
and discussion for the senior center, 
which can be found in this week’s edi-
tion.

TWB Latest
Town Administrator Brian Domina 

explained he had a follow-up meeting 
with Tighe & Bond and a second ver-
sion of the building space layout made.

“I’ve reserved two times to visit 
with staff next week to walk through 
the building to try to ground troop what 
we’ve done while not in the building, 
within the building to see what makes 
sense and we’ll make additional edits 
based upon, really, what makes sense in 
those conversations,” Domina said.

A septic investigation was done on 
Jan. 17 and a written report is forthcom-
ing. On water, Domina said PFAS levels 
from the well was one of the concerns, 
confirming that was found there.

A carbon filter upgrade can resolve 
the problem.

“It will likely require some level of 
filtration to bring that within the allow-
able range,” Domina said.

On information technology, IT Di-
rector Scott Thomas from Wally Com-
puters reviewed this, with the result be-
ing pretty good shape.

“I think the highest priority need is 
they have 10 switches--Cisco switches-
-in the building. Currently, they’re over 
10 years old. There’s a grant opportunity 
to get those replaced--the grant is actu-
ally due at the end of this week--so we’ll 
put in for that,” Domina said. “And the 
other need be wireless access points the 
district is going to take the wireless ac-
cess points that are currently installed, 
they’re going to take those back.”

Domina said other items on the list 
are removing “whatever type of elec-
tronic access system they have current-
ly within the building,” getting Valley 
Communications into the building to 
review cameras and quotes for costs to 
move there, getting an energy consul-
tant to review lighting and figure out 
costs for upgrades and addressing heat 
pump mini splits.

Legal counsel also advised the town 
they should vote to repurpose the pur-
pose of TWB, which would require a 
two-thirds vote at Annual Town Meet-
ing. To review, this is changing the pur-
pose of the original eminent domain 
taking from only “school” purposes to 
other municipal uses.

HPL Space Needs
After the second revised version of 

the spatial plan was pulled up, Library 
Director Ellen Moriarty shared the li-
brary’s revised plans and how the space 
was reviewed along with what it could 
be used for.

“So, for our needs, the children’s 
room down at the bottom in the mid-
dle is wonderful for Kate (Rumplik) 
because there’s a partition but it’s not 
there, so she can have the library aspect 
of it, but then she can do her programs 
in the classroom next to it,” Moriarty 
said.

On the teen space, Moriarty said that 
will be to the left and have a door there.

“Line of sight is very important for 
us, so Kate could check on that and then 
in the middle where I circled with that 
little star is the doors for the three dif-
ferent areas,” Moriarty said. “So, it’ll be 
important for us to be able to see what’s 
going on in those other rooms.”

After talking with the Friends about 
the Rochford Reading Room reloca-
tion, Moriarty explained they are happy 
“with the space that they have.”

ADA compliance is another big 
need.

“So, what I’d like to do as we desig-
nate a space, make sure it’s ADA-com-
pliant when we move into it because 
that’s very important for me and every-
one. It’ll be nice to have it all on one 
level. It might change a little bit depend-
ing on how things work out, but right 
now, everyone really likes this setup,” 
Moriarty said.

Ease of access at the front of the 
building for deliveries from CWMARS 
and traffic will be helpful.

“The lift is often broken. We get de-
liveries every day, the guy has to come 
up with boxes of books. We do around 
8,000 interlibrary loans a year. It’s a lot 
of books to be dragging up the stairs,” 
Moriarty said. “So, if we can make it so 
that he has easy access, that would be 
wonderful.”

When Chair Don Davenport asked 
Moriarty if it would give the library 
more space, she replied yes.

“If you’ll see the room next to the 
children’s room that would be program-
ming for children and teens, which 
would be nice for bigger events like our 

Halloween Party’s a big event,” Moriar-
ty said. “We might still have to use the 
auditorium over there for our Summer 
Reading Party because we have like 100 
people attend that. But, it will be really 
nice to have everything contained in one 
space, and that’s what we have so far.”

Access controls was the main ques-
tion, with Treasurer Richard Patullo 
noting, “it seems like that space has ac-
cess into every d*** corridor around it.”

“So, that’s going to have to be con-
trolled only if you’re going to have dif-
ferent access zones,” Patullo said.

Moriarty agreed.
“So, like on a Saturday you’ll come 

in here and you’ll only have access to 
the library,” Moriarty said. “So, it’s the 
library is cut off from the rest of the 
building, so the library entrance will be 
over to the right. So, people will park 
there and come in there and they won’t 
be able to access the rest of the building. 
Like Thursday nights we’re open until 8 
p.m. and Saturdays we’re open 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.”

When Peter Hatch expressed con-
cern about the fire exits being limited 
by one entrance, Patullo suggested the 
access control automatically open in fire 
emergencies.

“Maybe it’s an alarm door instead,” 
Patullo said.

Moriarty agreed with Hatch and Pat-
ullo.

“We want to do what’s the right 
thing to do,” Moriarty said.

On a regular day, she added the en-
trances on the top and the side would be 
closed.

“Like, I want people to just come in 
that central room and have the doors for 
the teen and the children’s area all in 
that line of sight. Kind of what we have 
here,” Moriarty said.

“So, your main entrance is to the left 
of the word ‘restroom’?” Patullo said.

“Correct, and then those other doors 
are right there in that circle,” Moriarty 
said.

After further discussion, Davenport 
said, “We’re making some progress” 
and what comes next is a plan to close 
the town warrant around March 1. His 
suggestion is for everyone to get word-
ing about projects over to the board be-
fore that time.

TWB updates, HPL space reviewed 
at Municipal Meeting

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers
TWB updates and Hampden Free Public Library space were other main highlights 
at the Feb. 4 Municipal Meeting held by the Selectboard.

nate as well,” Harrington said. “They know somebody who has 
that illness, so it’s nice to donate but, also, have a little fun with 
it too.”

Harrington explained Super Bowl Sunday and the Scantic 
Valley YMCA--where the senior center had rented space from 
before moving to their permanent location behind town hall in 
2024--had a Souper Bowl event themselves, which inspired the 
event. From there, she asked Dubord for her thoughts, and she 
gave the green light.

“We gave it a first shot and it was perfect,” Harrington said. 
“They loved the soups!”

Harrington added the event raises awareness not just for the 
Alzheimer’s Association, but also the programming the senior 
center provides to offer support.

“Some of them did ask about Alzheimer’s or programs and 
I could get them the resources. They can call, what type of 
programs are out there,” Harrington said. “This was like an in-
formation center as well.”

Harrington enjoyed seeing “everybody have a wonderful 
time” at the event.

“I just can’t say enough about our staff here and our volun-
teers, who actually took the time to make the soups. It was just 
fun. Little competition really didn’t hurt anybody, put a little 
bit of fun in there,” Harrington said. “So, as I said, everybody 
really was a winner offering their time.”

Harrington wants the community to know how much the se-
nior center appreciated everyone’s support for the event. Also, 
they are here for them.

“The senior center is here for families who deal with that, 
whether a family member or a spouse. So, we’re here to--es-
pecially my office--is here to assist anybody in any programs 
or to give out information for them,” Harrington said. “We’re 
here for them. They want to learn more, please don’t hesitate 
to call here.”

Harrington said the event will happen next year, hoping to 
make it an annual event.

“I can’t wait to do it again next year. It was a successful, 
very successful Souper Bowl,” Harrington said.

SOUPER from page 1

Fire Capt. Kevin Brown and Tracey Perry, assistant vice 
president and retail banking officer at Country Bank, try out 
the cheesburg chowder served by Paula Dubord, director of 
elder affairs at the Wilbraham Senior Center. Dubord’s entry 
was the winner.

Tammy Accorsi served clam chowder, a classic, for her entry.

Patrick Renna, director of Veteran Services, holds a sample of 
his beef and vegetable soup.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Maria Cacela and Brenda Willard pose for a group photo 
during the Souper Bowl, serving up some friendly competition 
throughout the event.
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

VALENTINE’S 
♥ DINNER FOR 2 ♥

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
2/13/25-2/19/252/13/25-2/19/25

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN WINGS TRAY PAK.............

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

RAW SHRIMP EASY PEELED
31/40 COUNT 2 LB BAG ...................

77¢
lb

lb
$188

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN HANDMADE

CHICKEN EMPANADAS FULLY COOKED $299

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$999
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP ROUND
ROAST or STEAKS ........................2 FROZEN TENDERLOIN STEAKS

4 JUMBO SHRIMP
CHEESECAKE FOR 2

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$499

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb

$699
lb

$1999
lb

$399
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF SHANK ....................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS .........

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN
CUTLETS ..........................

$299
lb

$222

lb
USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI 
TURKEY BREAST ..................

$399

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI
MONTEREY JACK CHEESE 

$444
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
PORK LOIN END CHOPS $179

USDA INSP. FROZEN

GOAT MEAT ......................

2/13-2/13-
2/152/15

$899
lb

BEEF SHORT RIBS

SOUP’S ON!

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

Ferrara Consulting 
& Properties

Consulting all Matters 
of Real Estate

Art Ferrara

(413) 348-5827

Wilbraham and 
Hampden Libraries 
celebrate Valentine’s Day 

By Amanda Munson
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM/HAMPDEN - “What are you doing for 
Valentine’s Day?” At the Wilbraham and Hampden Librar-
ies, both establishments will be—and were—recognizing 
the love themed day by offering heart-filled activities for 
everyone to enjoy. From wrapped books that can only be 
opened after checking them out of the library to a villain 
themed party for teens, there was so much to choose from.

Beginning at the Hampden Public Library, Young Adult 
Librarian Maxine Girard discussed her idea of putting on 
the Teen ‘Villain-tine’s’ Party which was held on Feb 8, 
starting at 11 a.m. Teen guests got to dress like their favor-
ite villain, create do-it-yourself zombie dolls, and decorate 
broken heart cookies. 

Touching on how the library staff chooses specific pro-
grams, Girard mentioned how they’ve always strived to of-
fer programs that meet the community’s interest. 

“We seem to have a nice turnout for a lot of the program-
ming we offer. For the party, we were just playing around 
with the idea of doing some sort of Valentine’s adjacent 
programming for February. Having a Valentine’s Day party 
didn’t seem to be what we were looking for and browsing 
through what other libraries were doing, I came across the 
villain-tines theme online and thought it was hysterical. It’s 
a fun scene gathering, it’s kind of celebrating people who 
don’t normally celebrate the day,” Girard said. 

It’s the first year the Hampden Library has hosted this 
themed party so Girard encourages those who see new pro-
grams to try them out.

“It’s our first time we are offering it and this is also hap-
pening during our open hours. It’s new and we’re trying 
something different, we give it our best shot and we see 
what works. We see how we can improve if we want to do 
a similar event next year. Personally for me, I celebrate Val-
entine’s Day with my friends and do a ‘gal-entines’ hang-
out. It’s a fun time!” said Girard.

Next at the Wilbraham Public Library, Borrower Ser-
vices Coordinator Judy Schmidt spoke about her ‘Blind 
Date with a Book’ display that has wrapped books that 
offer a bit of mystery for library patrons. Patrons are able 
to check out the book—still wrapped—until they decide to 
reveal the title of the book and when they start reading, an-
other way to offer new titles that haven’t been circulating 
for awhile. 

According to Schmidt, patrons have been requesting 
this to come back.

“This is the third year now in a row that we’ve had it 
and it’s one of our most popular displays. I think people just 
like the mystery of it. It’s more exciting to check out a book 
when you don’t know what it is. It’s definitely a patron rec-
ommended repeat display, originated by our Adult Services 
Librarian Emilie (Lang). I can’t really resist the popularity 
of it,” Schmidt said.

Assuming that all the selected books would be romance, 
Schmidt clarified that all genres are represented, explaining 
the process of picking out books. 

“It’s to get the books that are less sought-after a chance 
to shine. I chose one from every genre and added a little 
description of each book. So far, it’s been pretty popular, 
we’ve had more than 10 of them go out! Even if someone 
hadn’t read the book before, even if they didn’t like it or 
didn’t want to own it, they wouldn’t have to spend money 
on a copy they didn’t want. I love this display in a library 
setting,” Schmidt said. 

When asked what her favorite part was, Schmidt said 
she loved doing the displays, the ability to go over the top 
and decorate it to attract new readers. 

For more information about upcoming February events, 
check out the Hampden and Wilbraham libraries websites 
and Facebook pages. 

By Marcelo Gusmão
mgusmao@turley.com

PALMER – The Department of Trans-
portation has announced its selection for the 
train stop for the East/West Passenger Rail, 
selecting the south side of Palmer Yard on 
South Main Street.

This site was determined to offer the 
amount of property needed for a platform 
to accommodate ADA needs and passenger 
train length, and is expected to have fewer 
permit requirements, making it the most 
affordable of the nine alternative sites that 
were considered. The location is estimated 
to be about half a mile from downtown, and 
was chosen after months of review, includ-
ing feedback from stakeholders and com-
munity engagement events.

“We’re thrilled to have reached another 
milestone for West-East Rail and our efforts 
to expand rail service across the state with 
the selection of a preferred site for Palmer 
Station. This is going to be a major boost 
for Western Mass and for our state’s econ-
omy,” said Governor Maura Healey. “We’re 
grateful for all of the input we received from 
community members that helped us choose 
the best site for the station.” 

“Expanding rail capacity and connectiv-
ity in Massachusetts is essential 
if we want to remain econom-
ically competitive,” said Lieu-
tenant Governor Kim Driscoll. 
“We applaud the efforts that have 
culminated in the selection of a 
Palmer Station location and look 
forward to seeing this compo-
nent of West-East Rail advance 
to completion.”

“We are pleased to see that 
there is forward movement on a 
station in Palmer. I thank every-
one on the steering committee 
and community members who 
gave feedback about this pro-
cess,” said Town Manager Brad 
Brothers. “We look forward to 
working with MassDOT on this 
next phase.”

The next step is for the proj-
ect team to create a conceptual 
design and coordinate with rail-
way owner CSX, the site prop-
erty owner, and the proposed 
service operator, Amtrak, on the 
feasibility of the construction. 

“We are very pleased to see 
ongoing progress in the advance-
ment of the Compass Rail pro-
gram, which will give residents 
the passenger rail connectivity 
they need and deserve,” said 
Transportation Secretary Mon-
ica Tibbits-Nutt. “Throughout 
the planning and design phase 
for Palmer Station, we have been 
committed to working with the 
community to make a site selec-
tion that reflects their needs in the 
decades ahead. We appreciate all 
the feedback and look forward to 
continuing this dialogue.”

Compass Rail is made up 
of existing and proposed East/
West and North/South services 
that intersect in Springfield at 
Union Station. The goal of this 
expansive vision for the com-
monwealth is to integrate exist-
ing DOT-supported services into 
a unified system that increases 
the public’s access to compre-
hensive transportation. 

“The South of Palmer Yard 
location has great potential as 
a future stop within the Com-
pass Rail network, and the local 
stakeholders’ feedback has been 
invaluable in helping us reach 
an informed decision,” said 
Rail and Transit Administrator 
Meredith Slesinger. “The site’s 
strategic location within Palmer 
and its cost-effective geography 
are significant benefits for the 
community both short- and long-
term.”

This rail stop will be able to 

connect to several services supported and 
managed by DOT, including the following 
Amtrak-operated routes: the Vermonter that 
services Washington, D.C. and St. Albans, 
VT with stops in Springfield, Holyoke, 
Northampton, and Greenfield; the Valley 
Flyer between Greenfield and New Hav-
en, CT, with stops in Springfield, Holyoke, 
Northampton, and Greenfield; the Hart-
ford Line and Northeast Regional between 
Springfield and New Haven, CT or Wash-
ington, D.C.; and the seasonal, pilot service, 
the Berkshire Flyer, which runs between 
Pittsfield and New York City.

In addition to these routes, the East/
West Rail represents proposed new Com-
pass Rail services that will improve con-
nections between the eastern and western 
parts of the state, including an Inland Route 
to operate between Boston and New Haven, 
CT through Springfield and a Boston and 
Albany Corridor through Pittsfield.

“After years of advocacy by the residents 
of Palmer, they are one step closer to real-
izing their goal of a Palmer train station,” 
said Congressman Richard Neal. “This 
announcement follows a fair and thorough 
review by MassDOT, one that has been 
transparent throughout the decision-making 
process. Located just half a mile from the 
downtown area, this site will play a critical 

role in unlocking economic growth in the 
Town of Palmer and surrounding commu-
nities, while providing the space needed 
to accommodate the demand for increased 
passenger rail.”

“We are fortunate to have two leaders in 
Governor Healey and Lieutenant Governor 
Driscoll who have been steadfast in their 
support of improving and expanding pas-
senger rail service throughout the Common-
wealth,” Neal said. “With Massachusetts 
receiving more than $9 billion in federal 
funding from the Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law, we have made substantial progress 
in advancing key rail projects, enhancing 
connectivity, and modernizing our trans-
portation network. Today marks yet another 
significant milestone in making West-East 
Rail a reality.”

“We are excited to see West-East Rail 
mark this milestone and move forward with 
the conceptual design of the project. We 
look forward to being a partner in helping 
to create more transportation options for 
residents here in Palmer and western Mas-
sachusetts,” shared Kimberly Robinson, 
Executive Director of the Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission.

For more information on the develop-
ment of Compass Rail, you can visit their 
website at Mass.gov/Compass-Rail.

South Main Street selected as site for 
East/West Compass Rail train stop

Turley photos by Amanda Munson
Teen Services Librarian Rachel Hapgood enjoys reading 
what teens love about the teen loft, a board set up to 
showcase opinions anonymously.

Last Night
Saturday, February 22, 2025

11 a.m. - 6 p.m.
(SNOW DATE: FEBRUARY 23, 2025) 

Ludlow High School, 500 Chapin St.

The Final Event of Ludlow’s 250th Year!
A full day of fun & festivities with indoor & outdoor activities.

• Great Food & Beverages  • Over 75 Crafters and Vendors
• Kids Craft Corner • Roaming Railroad Train

• “A Look Back” Presentation of the 250th Events• Fireworks!
And so much more! Something for all ages!

Visit us at Ludlowma250.org 
and on Facebook Ludlowma250

Our Final Event!



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESPage 6 February 13, 2025

Letters to the editor should be 350 
words or less in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be published. 
We require letter writers to include his 
or her town of residence and home tele-
phone number. We must authenticate 
authorship prior to publication. We re-
serve the right to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to be libelous or 
contain unsubstantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation of charac-
ter and offensive language. All unknown 
or alleged facts and quotations offered 
by the author need to cite credible, un-
biased sources. Send letters to: Editor, 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 24 Water 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-
682-0013 or via e-mail to krivers@turley.
com. The deadline for submissions is 
Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly correct fac-

tual errors that appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Corrections or 
clarifications will always appear on the 
editorial pages. To request a correction, 
send information in an e-mail or mailed 
communication to the editor at the 
above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 
is published every Thursday by Turley 
Publications, Inc. One year out of town 
subscriptions are available at $45, out 
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission of 
news material, letters to the editor and 
photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The TIMES 
is not responsible for submitted photos.

Editorial 
Policy
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TEAM
VIEWPOINTS

Election letters
to the editor
welcome

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times 
welcomes readers to participate in this 
year’s election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these pages. 
Letters of up to 250 words from local resi-
dents endorsing candidates on the ballot or 
discussing campaign issues should be sent 
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times, care of Tur-
ley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed 
to krivers@turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for verification 
purposes (it will not be printed). Letters 
must be received by noon Monday to be 
considered for that Thursday’s newspaper. 
No attack letters will be printed. No letters 
written by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the volume of 
letters received is larger than the space 
available in the newspaper, or if the letters 
become repetitive, the newspaper reserves 
the right to print a representative sample. 
No endorsement letters will be printed in 
the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call the editor 
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, 

the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, state 
Senate, state House, district attorney 
and Governor’s Council during the weeks 
leading up to the election, as well as a 
question-and-answer voters guide. In 
order to ensure fairness to all candidates, 
no political press releases will be printed, 
nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further pub-
licize their candidacy, beliefs and events 
may contact advertising, 413-283-8393 
about paid advertising in Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Times.

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

By Brandice J. O’Brien
Marketing and Communications 

Manager, Greater Springfield Habitat 
for Humanity

WEST SPRINGFIELD - As the 
saying goes, “what a difference a year 
makes.”

In early December 2023, two 
14-year-old boys from a local alterna-
tive school came to Greater Springfield 
Habitat for Humanity (GSHFH) for a 
marketing internship. Over the course 
of 12 months, fueled by initial success, 
they continue to inspire awe and tackle 
monumental tasks for the benefit of the 
nonprofit organization. Most recently, 
the interns conceptualized and created 
“Bean Boutique,” an iced coffee shop in 
their school that raises funds for Great-
er Springfield Habitat.

“When Nathan was presented with 
the opportunity to start this internship 
program, I knew this was going to play 
another pivotal role in his growth and 
help him prepare for his future adult 
working life,” said Diane Moore, intern 
Nate Shlosser’s mother. “I see a con-
fidence growing in him. His ideas and 
work in the community are building 
that confidence and helping him grow 
into the young man I know he can be.”

When the two freshmen arrived at 
the West Springfield administrative of-
fice conference room for the first time, 
their demeanors could not have been 
more different. Nate sat quiet with his 
head down. He swiveled from side 
to side in an office chair with wheels, 
barely speaking two words, let alone a 
full sentence. His counterpart, Dakota 
Wirf, rapidly fired questions, said Bran-
dy O’Brien, GSHFH Marketing and 
Communications manager.

On this day, they learned their pur-
pose was to help Greater Springfield 
Habitat plan and execute its first-ever 
county-wide read-a-thon fundraiser. It 
would be no small feat, even for the 

full-time staff. But first, the new in-
terns needed to learn the purpose and 
mission of the affiliate, and about the 
affordable housing crisis. Secondly, the 
boys needed a firm grasp on marketing 
and branding concepts, a notion com-
pletely foreign to them.

With guidance and instruction from 
Brandy and Springdale Education Cen-
ter (SEC) young adult teacher Trina 
Winans, the boys researched possible 
read-a-thon participants and donors, 
and their correlating contact informa-
tion. They wrote solicitation letters to 
local and nationally-known celebri-
ties. One letter caught the attention of 
Lt. Gov. Kim Driscoll, who returned a 
video endorsement for the project. The 
video was later shared on Habitat’s so-
cial media channels and website. The 
boys created social media posts and 
branded messages, plus flyers promot-
ing the event. They distributed the fly-
ers to local businesses. They co-wrote 
a feature article and photographed 
pictures to run with the story that was 
published in the Habitat newsletter and 
Turley publications. They practiced in-
terviewing skills by speaking with staff, 
local politicians, and Habitat supporters 
about the read-a-thon. Furthermore, 
they raised awareness for the affiliate’s 
mission by recruiting social media fol-
lowers. 

Upon completion of the read-a-
thon, they budgeted, planned, and 
shopped for a party celebrating the suc-
cess of the event. 

“They have become more confi-
dent through this experience,” said Jill 
Brewer, SEC director. “They were able 
to overcome challenges and develop 
a stronger belief in their abilities and 
their ability to work as a team.”

Fred Adams, SEC case manager 
who works with Dakota, agreed.

“When I heard about the internship 
for Dakota, I thought it would be a great 
idea to improve his engagement with 

school and outlook for his future,” Fred 
said. “Dakota needed to be invested in 
school and this project helped him be-
come more engaged and improved his 
self-esteem.”

At the read-a-thon party, Dako-
ta proposed a new fundraising project 
to benefit Greater Springfield Habitat 
and presented it to Jill. He suggested 
their school open an iced coffee stand 
that sells the beverage to teachers and 
administrators. Proceeds would go to 
GSHFH.

“There was a sense of pride as the 
director listening to his proposal,” Jill 
said. “It showed what a positive impact 
Habitat had on him and his eagerness to 
give back.”

Following the pitch, the boys, with 
new intern Yandel Alameda, returned to 
Habitat to flesh out their novel idea.

They created the name “Bean Bou-
tique” and a marketing guide, includ-
ing logo, branding colors and fonts, 
and a plan to get the word out. They 
designed flyers to be distributed in the 
school, drafted morning announcement 
messages to be read over the intercom, 
budgeted and shopped for supplies, 
and applied for a grant to help cover 
costs. Bean Boutique opened just be-
fore Christmas, and raised hundreds of 
dollars for Greater Springfield Habitat.

“This program continues to exceed 
my expectations,” Jill said. “This op-
portunity provides our students with a 
chance to work together on projects to 
achieve a shared goal. It provides them 
with real-life experiences focusing on 
experiential learning, problem-solving 
skills, and motivation.”

Diane agreed.
“Nathan has been given the oppor-

tunity to have his hands in so many 
different opportunities provided by 
Habitat for Humanity. He’s gaining 
knowledge in many different facets of 
life, including the real world of hard 
work and responsibilities of having a 

career started. He is growing socially, 
emotionally, and academically. Habitat 
for Humanity will forever be a blessing 
that changed the trajectory of Nathan’s 
life,” she said. “My favorite thing right 
now to see from Nathan is his excite-
ment in creating and developing Bean 
Boutique. He is always eager to share 
his thoughts and ideas about that are 
centered around this project.”

Just before Bean Boutique began 
serving its patrons, all three interns 
were invited to participate in GSHFH’s 
“Building Dreams” fundraiser in early 
November 2024. They were introduced 
at the event to show Habitat’s impact in 
the community beyond construction. 
Donning tailored suits and new shoes, 
they stood tall and listened as Executive 
Director Aimee Giroux spoke about 
their projects and achievements. When 
finished, Aimee offered the young 
men the opportunity to talk. Each one 
thanked Habitat for the opportunity. 

“Yandel wore that suit in school the 
day he received it, walking the hallways 
and telling anyone who listened that he 
was going to a banquet for his intern-
ship,” said Tina Peloquin, SEC clini-
cian who works with Yandel. “Leading 
up to that night, Yandel was not going 
to speak, which was his decision … 
then Yandel grabbed the microphone 
to speak to the audience. He was calm, 
composed, and it seemed like he had 
rehearsed what he wanted to say. He 
meant what he said at that banquet, he 
is very appreciative of the opportunity 
for the internship.

“I could not have been prouder of 
this young adult who has struggled to 
attend school, struggles with peer and 
staff relationships, struggles with stay-
ing motivated, and struggles with out-
side environmental issues,” Tina said. 

Habitat interns inspire awe and raises funds for GSHFH

This past week I’ve been 
hard at work trying to come up 
with new and exciting garden 
ideas for the entrance areas of 
Old Sturbridge Village.  

It’s a job I’ve done for de-
cades now, and maybe I take for 
granted how cool it is to work 
for a place that many 
people visit each 
year. I want to give 
visitors something to 
rave about with my 
color combinations 
and plant selections!  

Read on, straight 
from the archives, to 
bring some of this 
“wow factor” atti-
tude home to your 
own landscape.

How often have you visited 
an outdoor museum, amusement 
park or resort and felt inspired 
by the gardens or container 
plantings used to adorn the prop-
erty? Chances are you may have 
even used an especially delight-
ful display as a backdrop for a 
family photo or two.  

Tourist attractions such as 
these put “their best foot for-
ward” each season of the year to 
awe their customers with spec-
tacular combinations of unique 
plants, so that no matter when 
the visit is planned, the guest 
leaves with the feeling some-
thing special was done in their 
honor.

We can treat our home gar-
dens in a similar fashion. Why 
not? Certainly we deserve to 
have exceptional plantings, for 
our own enjoyment and for the 
compliments they will elicit 
from our friends.  

So instead of utilizing bor-
der plantings that provide only 
glimpses of color in the spring, 
summer and fall, devote en-
tire beds to the showiest plants 
available for the time of year and 
change them with the seasons.   

These types of gardens don’t 
have to be very large, but they do 
have to be situated for optimal 
effect. Think “location, location, 
location!”  

If you have a long driveway, 
consider placing a “welcome 
garden” just as you turn down 
the path. Since it will be viewed 
from a distance, and from a sin-
gle vantage point, make the bed 
more wide than narrow, and 
raise the height of the soil in the 
back of the bed a bit for a multi-

dimensional appearance.  
Utilize large, bold flowers, 

bright colors, and strong foliage 
forms- these will capture the eye 
en route.

Which door do you or guests 
normally use to enter and exit 
the house? Plant a small garden 

nearby, one that can be admired 
up close, each time you pass by 
it.  

Here, the intricacies of color 
and form can be fully appreci-
ated, whereas in the garden out 
front they would be lost. Exper-
iment with a variety of flower 
and foliage shapes and color 
schemes.  

Don’t be afraid to use del-
icate or small flowers, or those 
that are mottled or two-tone.  
Likewise, variegated and cut-
leaf foliage can make for in-
teresting inspection if properly 
paired with surrounding plants.  

Similar beds or container 
plantings can be planned for 
patio or pool-side, or for other 
areas within the landscape that 
might be suitable for entertain-
ing. Simply tailor the gardens to 
the timeframe in which these lo-
cations are used most often, and 
choose your plants accordingly.  

Next week we will get into 
the “nitty-gritty” of each of the 
three seasons: spring, summer 
and fall, and how to capture the 
essence of each in your plant-
ings. You too can have muse-
um quality gardens within your 
home landscape!

Roberta McQuaid graduated 
from the Stockbridge School of 
Agriculture at the University of 
Massachusetts. For 33 years she 
has held the position of staff hor-
ticulturist at Old Sturbridge Vil-
lage. She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a ques-
tion for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Garden-
ing Question” in the subject line.  

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Creating a “wow” factor 
at home

Reader seeks 
clarification of 
Medicare IRMAA 
and MAGI

 
Dear Rusty: 

I am confused by an article in my local 
newspaper which said that Modified Ad-
justed Gross Income, on which my Medi-
care Part B premium is based, is my Ad-
justed Gross Income, plus any non-taxable 
interest, plus 50% of the social security I 
received. 

The part that is confusing is the 50% 
part. When I look at my tax return my 
Adjusted Gross Income includes the tax-
able portion of my Social Security benefit 
which, in my case, is 85% of my total ben-
efits. Why must 50% of benefits be added 
to my AGI if it is already included in my 
total AGI? 

Signed: Confused 
 

Dear Confused: 
The article you refer to was misleading 

for stating that the Modified Adjusted Gross 
Income used to determine your Medicare 
premiums includes your normal Adjusted 
Gross Income from your income tax return, 
plus any non-taxable interest you may have 
had, plus 50% of the SS benefits you re-
ceived during the tax year. What the article 
should have said was that the MAGI, which 
determines your Income-Related Monthly 
Adjustment Amount to your Medicare pre-

miums consists of your normal AGI from 
your tax return, which includes the taxable 
portion of your Social Security benefits, 
plus any non-taxable interest you may have 
had.  

For additional clarity, the Income-Re-
lated Monthly Adjustment Amount is a 
supplemental amount added to the standard 
Medicare premium for those with higher in-
comes. The thresholds at which the IRMAA 
supplements apply depend on your IRS fil-
ing status, and your MAGI determines the 
amount of supplement which will be added 
to the standard Medicare premium. 

Single filers with MAGI over $103,000 
or married filers with MAGI over $206,000 
will see an IRMAA supplement added to 
their Medicare premium. Those whose 
MAGI is under the first IRMAA threshold 
pay the standard Medicare premium, but 
those whose MAGI exceeds the first IR-
MAA threshold above will pay more. 

How much more depends on how much 
their MAGI exceeds the first IRMAA 
threshold by. The IRMAA supplement (the 
additional premium amount) could be any-
where from $69.90 to $419.30 per month 
for Medicare Part B (coverage for outpa-
tient services) or an additional $12.90 to 
$81.00 per month to the Medicare Part D 
(prescription drug plan) premium - again 
dependent on how much over the initial 
MAGI threshold the person is for their IRS 
filing status. You can see the MAGI levels 
and corresponding IRMAA supplements 
by visiting this Medicare website at  www.
cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/2024-medi-
care-parts-b-premiums-and-deductibles.   

IRMAA and MAGI can be confusing. If 
people have questions about their Medicare 
premiums, help is available by emailing 
SSadvisor@amacfoundation.org or calling 
1-888-750-2622. 

The Association Mature Citizens Foun-
dation and its staff are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social Security Adminis-
tration or any other governmental entity. 

Please see SSM, page 8
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Readers are encouraged to send in 
medium to high resolution photos 

for this page by e-mail to 
krivers@turley.com or

mail to TIMES, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. 

WILBRAHAMWILBRAHAM
HAMPDENHAMPDEN

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

2341 Boston Road • The Wilbraham Shops • Wilbraham, MA • 413.596.8834

New! Redlight IR Therapy
• Full Body Laydown
• Skin Rejuvenating
• Collagen Stimulating
• Inflammation Reducing
Unlimited packages available

Packages include FREE UV Tanning

Wilbraham Tanning
MONDAY-THURSDAY 10-8 • FRIDAY 10-7 •  SATURDAY & SUNDAY 10-4

• CUSTOM SPRAY TAN
• PRIVATE BOOTH 
 SPRAY TAN
• UV TANS

413.596.8834

Custom Airbrush Tans
by Master Technicians.

Brand New! 
VersaSpa Pro
Automatic Spray 

Submitted photo and caption Charlie Bennett
Rotary District 7890 Governor-Elect April Bestin (left) of 
Wilbraham, shown here with club Vice President Ann Marie 
Ottoson, describes how Rotary is fighting Polio and bringing 
hope to the world. She spoke at the club’s Jan. 22 meeting at 
the Country Club of Wilbraham. 

Rotary District Governor-Elect…

Fun fun fun at the Saint Cecilia Card & 
Game Party Luncheon

Sue Agnew next to tables of over 40 raffle prizes donated by 
area businesses & club members at the Saint Cecilia Women’s 
Club Luncheon & Card & Game Party on Jan. 23.

Submitted photos and captions Sue Agnew
Carolyn Scibelli putting finishing touches on the luncheon table at the full house of card & game players at the Saint Cecilia 
Women’s Club event on January 23.

MRHS 
Swim Team 

celebrates 
winning 

season

Submitted photos Peter 
Camyre

The Minnechaug 
Swim Team Seniors 

and Coaches pose 
proudly after theirfinal 

home meet against 
Longmeadow. The girls 

had an undefeated 
season.

It took place during 
Senior Night on Jan. 29 

at the Minnechaug pool.

The Minnechaug Swim Team lines up for the National Anthem. 
The Girls won 102-78, but the Boys lost 97-74. 
The Girls enjoyed an undefeated season.

The MRHS Seniors pose for this group photo after their meet 
against Longmeadow on Senior Night.

Submitted photo and caption Cheryl Phillips
The Wilbraham Red Hatters celebrated the new year with 
a delicious luncheon at the beautiful Pafumi Restaurant 
on Main Street on Jan. 28.

Wilbraham Red Hatters 
celebrate a New Year

The east bound lane 
of East Longmeadow 
Road between Cedar 

Oak and Somers Road 
was detoured on Feb. 

3 due to a low cable 
wire. Traffic was also 

diverted onto Cedar 
Oak Rd to reach 

Somers Road. 
Charter/Spectrum 

responded to 
address the wire. 

At 10:42 a.m., East 
Longmeadow Road 

was reopened. 
Photo and caption courtesy of 
Hampden Police Department



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESPage 8 February 13, 2025

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

and be distributed there.”
As the room filled up 

quickly, it bustled with the 
sounds of cutting papers and 
card attendees discussing 
their plans for their cards.

Brian Lenahan brought his 
three sons to make cards. 

“The donation box was 
actually the main motivator 
for coming,” Lenahan said. 
“I think it’s important that the 
boys learn about giving back 
to the community, even in 
indirect ways like this. Plus, 
they’re very creative–some-
times a tad too creative–so 
this seemed like a good outlet 
for them.”

There was no limit to how 
many cards an attendee could 
make, and no particular order 
they could make them in. 

“I wanted it to be a drop-
in style, come whenever you 
want or can,” Hageman said. 
“Each table is pretty self-ex-
planatory.”

One attendee visited every 
table, to make one of each 
card. Many of the cards were 
made to take home, including 
one for their grandma who is 
currently sick and another for 
their 101-year-old uncle. The 
other cards were put in the 
donation bin.

By the time the hour-long 
event was over, the donation 
box was overflowing. 

“Donating was entirely 
optional and not the intention 
behind the event,” Hageman 
said, “But it’s nice to see that 
when given the opportunity, 
people will help out.”

Hageman and others at the 
library would like to encour-
age those interested in future 
events to check the website, 

Wilbraham for everybody, not just out pa-
rishioners. It’s really wonderful to see all the 
girls come and with their dad, but also with 
their friends and hang out, to just have a really 
good time,” Oldread said.

There were many volunteers at the event 
helping out in any way that they can. From 
organizing treats back in the kitchen, to pass-
ing out prizes and taking pictures at the photo 
booth, the Father-Daughter Dance had many 
people who were out there helping their com-
munity. 

Two volunteers at the event were Rose 

Langone and Alex Jaslanek, who were super-
vising the Father-Daughter Dance and assist-
ing with the photo booth. 

“I just wanted to see my sister hang out 
with my dad because I remember doing this 
when I was little. And I kind of miss being 
here, so I had to be a part of it,” Langone said.

“It’s just a really nice thing to help out 
with the church and to get hours done. And 
this is just the nicest way to see people and 
make sure they have a good time,” Jaslanek 
said. 

Also in attendance was Fr. John Connors, 
who commented, “it’s a great opportunity for 
fathers and daughters to get to bond more with 
each other and to have a good time together, 

and certainly here in our facility 
that we have, we can accommo-
date them so.”

Along with Connors was 
George Flanagan, who serves as 
the church’s custodian/mainte-
nance man. He was there help-
ing out at the dance in any way 
that he could. He is also the head 
chef for the Knights of Colum-
bus. 

“I just love watching the kids 
have a good time. But my kids 
are all grown up, so we were 
out to dinner last night with my 
youngest son and his daughter, 
who’s going to be three in April, 
and we were talking about bring-
ing her next year. Maybe she’ll 
be old enough to come to this 
with him,” Flanagan said.

It was a wonderful night for 
the community to come togeth-
er in Wilbraham, a night to cel-
ebrate family and friends and 
the love that they have for each 
other. It was a night of fun and a 
night to truly remember. 

The Knights and St. Cecilia’s 
did another wonderful job put-
ting all of this together. 

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-589-7564 Office ❖ 413-589-7588 Fax ❖ 413-531-5360

CARDS from page 1

DANCE from page 1

wilbrahamlibrary.org, for the events calendar as that is the 
best place to learn about what’s coming ahead.

The “Hand Print Shaped” 
station had cutouts of hands 
and mini hearts; creators 
could choose to put them on 
the inside, on the outside, or 
both. 

One table of attendees each had their own project going 
on, making cards with a specific person in mind. One card-
maker was even collaging with different components of 
many of the themes.

A smiling group of card-makers stayed at one station, 
making a few cards to take home and a few more to 
donate.

Turley photos by Hannah Yeasley
A card-making duo laid out their options of card 
decorations to decide what worked best with what.

(Left) Alex Jaslanek and Rose Langone (Right) Stand in front 
of the backdrop used during the Father-Daughter Dance.

Turley photos by Noelle Hisgen
Jon O’Neil leads the 
daughters in a line dance.

The daughters have fun 
dancing with their friends.

The girls all have feather crowns on their heads as prizes.

Everyone is having a great time together at the father-
daughter dance.

This Week in Rec
Heather Hitchcock with Essential Canine

WILBRAHAM - Does your dog want to show 
off his skills? Can they hold a sit long enough for 
you to go to the mailbox and back? Can they sit nice-
ly by your side while you talk to the mail carrier? 
Let’s get your pup out to practice these skills! Join 
me at Memorial School at the Puppy Beginner Obe-
dience Training class or the Second Level Obedience 
Training class beginning Monday February 24th for 
6 weeks. 

In these classes, your dog will learn new skills 
and help you improve your relationship with your 
dog.  Specifically, the class will work on stays, re-
calls, not jumping & some attention games. Your dog 
will get exposure to other dogs and people in a con-
trolled environment. Helping to teach your dog to 
focus on you and not the others is a key component 
to the classes.

I am a local award-winning dog trainer, a AKC 
approved instructor and evaluator & national level 
competitor. I have over 40 years of experience with 
training and showing dogs and am committed to 
working and training with the most effective motiva-
tional techniques for each individual dog. Addition-
ally, I am a long-standing member of the American 
Kennel Club, the United Kennel Club, the United 
Schutzhund Club of America & Bright Spot Therapy 
dogs.

I look forward to meeting you and your dog at 
one of these upcoming training courses!

NOTE: To register and for more information on 
all of the programs the Wilbraham Recreation De-
partment offers, please visit Wilbrahamrec.com.

WILBRAHAM - The Scholarship 
Committee of the Rotary Club of Wilbra-
ham-Hampden has announced that applica-
tions for the 2025 Rotary Club scholarships 
are now available in the Guidance Depart-
ments of Minnechaug Regional High School, 
Wilbraham & Monson Academy and Pope 
Francis Preparatory School.

Applications are due no later than April 1, 
2025. The scholarships are available to qual-
ified high school seniors who are residents of 
Wilbraham or Hampden.

The club will award nine scholarships, 
each in the amount of $2,000. Applications 
may also be obtained from Brad Sperry by 
calling (413) 537-4171.

Rotary Scholarship applications now available

This article is intended for 
information purposes and 
does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and inter-
pretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC. 

SSM from page 6
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SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportssports@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS www.sports.turley.com

WILBRAHAM – Last 
Tuesday night, a back-and-
forth matchup was a 47-46 
win for the Falcons to bring 
them to 9-8 on the season. 
Thus far, the Falcons have 
qualified for the state tourna-
ment. In the win, three Fal-
cons, Miles Fergus, Gus Przy-
byl and Landyn Eldridge had 
12 points scored. Minnechaug 
closes out the regular season 
with Amherst this week.

Falcons Falcons 
score close score close 

win over win over 
SpartansSpartans

Chaug 
girls fall

to SICS
WILBRAHAM – Last Wednesday night, 

Minnechaug Regional High School girls soc-
cer fell to SICS 52-48. Elizabeth Woytowicz 

had a big game for the host Falcons with 17 
points. Ava Manning scored eight points. 

Minnechaug is 11-5 heading into the final 
week of the regular season. They are likely a 
candidate for the Western Mass. Tournament and 
will qualify for the state tournament.

Falcons beat 
Longmeadow, need 
more wins for tourney

WEST SPRINGFIELD – The Minnechaug Regional 
High School hockey team is 5-8 after a much-needed win 
3-2 over Longmeadow on Jan. 30. William LaPalm, Liam 
Faneuff, and Brayden O’Sullivan all scored goals. O’Sulli-
van added two assists. The Falcons need at least three wins 
in their final five games in order to qualify for the state tour-
nament. Minnechaug faces a tough Westfield team on Feb. 
13 at 8:30 p.m.

Liam Fancuff 
sends a pass up 
the ice.

Dom Fiorentino 
makes his way up 
the ice after a play 
on defense.

Joe Comes tries 
to settle the 

puck.

Brayden 
O’Sullivan moves 
into the offensive 

zone.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Cailin O’Brien 
makes her 
way down 
the court.

Elizabeth Woytowicz tries to control the ball.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Lyric Nelson 
shoots on target.

Ava Ofcarcik goes for the 
long jumper.

Brielle Foley gets a 
shot for the Falcons.

Josh Disa lunges for the basket.

Gus Przybyl fakes before driving to the hoop.

Miles Fergus tries to get around an opposing player.

Darren Duah takes 
the free throw.

Turley photos by 
Gregory A. Scibelli

Logan Conboy pushes a shot away.
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. Central 
Boiler certified Classic Edge Titanium 
HDX OUTDOOR WOOD FURNACE. 
Call today 413-296-4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for out-
door boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes 

guaranteed!! New England Forest 
Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium 
Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  Call 
(508)882-0178

TAG SALE
VALENTINE’S DAY

GARAGE SALE.
February 14-16, 

8am-3pm.
16 Paradise Lake Road, 

Monson. 
No early birds please. 

Moving, everything must go.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches, 
Musical instruments, typewriters, 
sewing machines, tools, radios, 
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military, 
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, adver-
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs, 
and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &       
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING 
LLC. Licensed, insured HVAC Techni-
cian, 30 years experience, repairs, full 
and 24 hour emergency service. 413-
275-4408.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. 
Free estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

RLH ENTERPRISES
Home improvements, restorations, ren-
ovations. Fully insuredd. HIC license. 
(413) 668-6685.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE

 Excavator Services
Overgrown property?

Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal

Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand

Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal

Insured
 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PAINTING
KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES. Inte-
rior painting/staining, wallpaper removal, 
wall/ceiling resurfacing, cabinet painting. 
Quality workmanship, fully insured. Free 
estimates. Call 413-896-8264.

RETIRED GUY
Will paint an average size room for $200. 
Quality work. References available. Dave 
413-323-6858.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 Gift 
Card With Work Performed. Call Greg 
(413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free 
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s 
Comp. Remove them before the wind 
takes them down. Cordwood, stump 
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush 
chipping. Honest and Dependable. Fully 
insured. Now offering a Senior Citizen 
and Veteran discount. Call today for free 
estimate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. 
Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-
4212

COA COORDINATOR for Town of 
Westhampton. Description available on-
line at www.westhamptonma.gov. 
Applications accepted until position filled.

HAMPDEN POLICE DEPARTMENT 
is now accepting applications for a 
FULL-TIME police officer. Review 
of applications begins immediately. Vis-
it www.hampdenpolice.com for 
more information. EOE

PRESSMAN for local printer. Four-col-
or, 19x25 size press, L528. Experience 
preferred. Call 413-478-6964 or 413-
519-3321.

STORAGE: FREE MONTH! Secure 
gate access, well lit. Great prices. Call 
Secure Storage at 413-800-6278 for 
your free month.

WANTED SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20252025

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

STORAGE

REAL ESTATE

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing 
Act, which makes it illegal to advertise 
“any preference, limitation, or discrimina-
tion because of race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, or national ori-
gin, or intention to make any such prefer-
ence, limitation, or discrimination.” We 
will not knowingly accept any advertising 
for real estate which is in violation of the 
law. All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

NOTICE
CLASSIFIED AD 

DEADLINE
 IS NOW ON 
FRIDAY AT 
12 NOON.
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Town of Hampden
Zoning Board of Appeals
T h e  H a m p d e n  Z o n i n g 

Board of Appeals will hold 
a Public Hearing on Tuesday, 
February 25, 2025 at 6 PM 
in the Town House, 625 Main 
Street,  Hampden, MA, for 
those interested in the petition 
of Eric Ainsworth, owner of 
EDA Sports, to appeal the deci-
sion of the Building Inspector 
regarding a Cease and Desist 
order dated October 15, 2024 
under Section 7.12 (4) “No 
noise, vibration, smoke, dust, 
odors, heat, glare, unsightliness 
or other nuisance is produced” 
related to his home occupation 
located at 308 Somers Road. 
The Board will also hold a visit 
of the site, including weapon 
discharge sound comparisons, 
on February 19, 2025 at 1 PM 
at 308 Somers Road, Hampden. 
The public may attend but may 
not comment or ask questions at 
this visit.

The peti t ion and relat-
ed materials are on file in the 
Town Clerk’s office and may be 
viewed during normal business 
hours. 

For the Board, 
L. Jed Berliner, Chair 

 Zoning Board of Appeals  
02/06, 02/13/2025

Town of Hampden
Notice of Public Hearing
The Hampden Planning 

Board wil l  hold a Public 
H e a r i n g  o n  We d n e s d a y, 
February 26, 2025 at 6:30 
PM in the Town House, 625 
Main Street, Hampden, MA 
on the application of Hampden 
Veterinary Clinic Realty, LLC 
(28 Somers Road) for a Special 
Permit with Site Plan Approval 
under Section 6, Table of Use 
Regulation 4.26, for the expan-
sion of the existing parking 
lot located at 28 Somers Road 
within the Business District. 
The properties are currently 
owned by Hampden Veterinary 
Clinic Realty, LLC, Dr. Penny 
Peck (28 Somers Road, Parcel 
12-038-000) and 16 Somers 
Road, LLC (16 Somers Road, 
Parcel 12-039-000). Information 
related to this application is on 
file in the Town Clerk’s Office 
and is available for review by 
the public during normal busi-

ness hours. 
Madison Pixley, Chair 

Hampden Planning Board  
02/06, 02/13/2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
This ad is pursuant to MA Gen. 
Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A as of 
February 21, 2025 the follow-
ing motor vehicle will be for 
sale to satisfy a garage keepers 
lien:
Vehicle :
2014 BMW XI
VIN: WBAVLIC59EVY17128
COLOR: Gray
LKO: Ludero Monterio
67 Fuller St Apt 1
Brockton MA 02301

R & S Assoc. Inc
PO Box 543

Wilbraham MA 01095
413-596-4374

02/06, 02/13, 02/20/2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
Centerline Communications 

LLC is proposing to modify an 
existing wireless telecommuni-
cations facility on an existing 
building located at 7 Somers 
Road, East Longmeadow, Hamp-
den County, Massachusetts 
01028. The modifications will 
consist of the collocation of an-
tennas at a centerline height 
of approximately 59 ft above 
ground level on the 71-ft tall 
building. Any interested party 
wishing to submit comments re-
garding the potential effects the 
proposed facility may have on 
any historic property may do so 
by sending comments to: Project 
041538-PR, EBI Consulting, 21 
B Street, Burlington, MA 01803, 
or at (617) 715-1822.
02/13/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD25P0250EA

Estate of: 
Lucien Joseph Michaud 

Also known as: 
Lucien J Michaud, Jr. 

Date of Death: 12/08/2024 
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Pet i t ion for  Formal 

P r o b a t e  o f  W i l l  w i t h 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed 
by Joseph J Michaud of West 
Brookfield, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the 
Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Joseph J Michaud of West 
Brookfield, MA be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from 
the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to 
this proceeding. To do so, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objec-
tion at this Court before: 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 03/06/2025. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
if you object to this proceed-
ing. If you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and objec-
tion followed by an affidavit of 
objections within thirty (30) 
days of the return day, action 
may be taken without further 
notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 

THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 

(MUPC)
A Personal Represen-tative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: February 06, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

02/13/2025

WILBRAHAM 
PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with M.G.L. 
Chapter 40A, Section 5, the Wil-
braham Planning Board will hold 
a Public Hearing on Wednesday, 
March 5, 2024 at 6:00PM in 
the Town Office Building, 240 
Springfield Street, to give inter-
ested parties the opportunity to 
comment on proposed amend-
ments to the Wilbraham Zoning 
By-Law to modify regulation of 
Large-Scale Ground-Mounted 
Solar Energy Systems by amend-
ing Sections 10.7.7 and 10.7.13.

The complete text of the pro-
posed amendments is available 
for review in the Town Clerk’s 
Office and the Planning Office 
during normal business hours 
and posted for public viewing 
on the Planning Board page of 
the Town of Wilbraham website 
at www.wilbraham-ma.gov/123/
Planning-Board. 

All persons interested or wish-
ing to be heard on this matter are 
urged to attend the public hear-
ing.

Both in person and virtual 
participation are available. To 
participate virtually go to https://
meet.goto.com/231896485 or 
call 866-899-4679 (Access 
Code: 231-896-485).

James Rooney, Chair
02/13, 02/20/2025

WILBRAHAM 
PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with M.G.L. 
Chapter 40A, Section 5, the Wil-
braham Planning Board will hold 
a Public Hearing on Wednesday, 
March 5, 2024 at 5:45PM in 
the Town Office Building, 240 
Springfield Street, to give inter-
ested parties the opportunity to 
comment on a proposed amend-
ment to the Wilbraham Zoning 
By-Law to adopt regulations for 
Retail Sales of Used Automo-
biles and Trucks and modify re-
lated regulations for Retail Sales 
of New Automobiles and Trucks 
by amending Sections 3.4.5.20, 
6.5.2, 6.5.3 and 6.5.7, and by 
adding a new Section 6.5.11.

The complete text of the pro-

posed amendments is available 
for review in the Town Clerk’s 
Office and the Planning Office 
during normal business hours 
and posted for public viewing 
on the Planning Board page of 
the Town of Wilbraham website 
at www.wilbraham-ma.gov/123/
Planning-Board. All persons in-
terested or wishing to be heard 
on this matter are urged to attend 
the public hearing.

Both in person and virtual 
participation are available. To 
participate virtually go to https://
meet.goto.com/231896485 or 
call 866-899-4679 (Access 
Code: 231-896-485).

James Rooney, Chair
02/13, 02/20/2025

Public Notice 
CHANGES
Deadline has 
changed to 
FRIDAY 
at 3 p.m.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

PUBLIC NOTICES

who lived on the east side of Main 
Street (at the site of the Noah Alvord 
house, near the Minnechaug drive-
way) was appointed group leader 
of the first 29 people to gather as 
a Glendale parish. Chauncey Peck 
recalls in his 1913 text: “Mr. Kibbe 
was a very large, portly man, full of 
enthusiasm and religious zeal, very 
fond of singing and with a voice 
like a trumpet.” He goes on to de-
scribe how Mr. Kibbe walked from 
his home in the evenings to attend 
meetings in Glendale and upon his 
descent down the western side of 
the mountain, “he would break forth 
into song, and the sound of his voice 
rolled far down the mountain side 
and could be heard for quite a dis-
tance along our Main Street.”

George Washington
Peck used to like telling stories 

about people in town who might 
have been considered to be “char-
acters”. While watching a stream-
ing TV documentary about George 
Washington on Prime recently, I 
remembered something else that 
Peck wrote about when asking, Did 

George Washington travel through 
Wilbraham?

Here’s a story about early Wil-
braham settler Ensign Abel Bliss 
that was passed down to Peck, a Civ-
il War veteran. It also sheds some 
light on the old Bay Path that runs 
through North Wilbraham that we 
mentioned in last month’s column.

Abel Bliss built a log cabin on 
the Mountain near Ridge Road. The 
house was left for his son Oliver, 
from Oliver to his son John, from 
John to his daughter Catherine, ac-
cording to Peck.

She told Peck that she had heard 
her father say that when he was a 
boy, he went out on the Bay Road, 
sometimes called The Bay Path (now 
Boston Road) and was honored by 
a bow from General George Wash-
ington, as the General was passing 
along the road on the way to Boston.

Peck wrote: “General Wash-
ington, writing in his diary about 
his passing along the Bay Road at 
that place, says, ‘it was rough and 
rocky.’” That particular part of the 
Bay Path is now abandoned, noted 
Peck.

Dwellings
The dwellings of early settlers 

were all log cabins. The house that I 

grew up in at 603 Main St., right 
next to the turkey farm, was built 
by my dad, Francis Bennett in 1953 
on the site of the first house in town 
built by first settler Nathaniel Hitch-
cock in May of 1731.

When they dug the foundation of 
the new house, they bumped into the 
remnants of Hitchcock’s old foun-
dation, which was known to be a log 
cabin. 

The house next door to Hitch-
cock, which became the farmhouse 
for the Bennett Turkey Farm in the 
20th century, was the home of Dea-
con Nathaniel Warriner. Warriner’s 
house was eventually made into a 
tavern and became famous for hous-
ing drunken rebel soldiers on their 
way to Shay’s Rebellion. All these 
early dwellings were located just 
down from the Minnechaug drive-
way.

Local historians said that the 
early houses were all made of logs. 
But the first house made of boards 
(sometimes called clapboards) was 
built in 1754. It was said the boards 
came from a sawmill in Sixteen 
Acres. Another sawmill was built in 
1750 on the Scantic River, now in 
Hampden. And, then another on 12 
Mile Brook in North Wilbraham.

When the Charles Merrick “His-
tory of Wilbraham” was written in 
1963 it said that only a few houses 
in Wilbraham retain their pre-Rev-
olutionary War appearance, inside 
or out. “The number of homes de-
stroyed by fire is appalling” they 
said.

Serving as a Soldier
From time to time, we like to 

honor those from Wilbraham who 
served their country and thank Bruce 
Tingle for doing the research on this. 
This month we remember Charles 
Brewer from the American Revolu-

tion era. He was born Dec. 18, 1745, 
and was the first person baptized in 
the Wilbraham Meeting House. He 
was what we call “A Minuteman” 
and marched to Concord and Lex-
ington on April 20, 1775 to face the 
British troops. He served there for 
two days. Back then, it was called 
“The Lexington Alarm”.

Sources: “History of Wilbraham 
Bicentennial Edition 1763-1963” 
edited by Charles Merrick; Chaunc-
ey Peck who wrote “The History of 
Wilbraham, 1731, 1763-1913. “Mil-
itary Rolls of the Outward Commons 
– Soldiers of Wilbraham, Massachu-

setts 1730 – 1840” by J. Bruce Tin-
gle. Available at the Old Meeting-
house Museum Gift Shop. Google 
and Wikipedia.

 
Editor Emeritus Charlie Bennett 

is a member of the Historic Commis-
sion and a trustee of the Wilbraham 
Atheneum Society. Readers can con-
tact him with comments or ideas for 
the column at cbennett4765@char-
ter.net. 

Abel Bliss said, as a young man, 
he saw George Washington come 
through Wilbraham. (Times file photo)

Pages from 
Chauncey Peck’s 1913 “History of 
Wilbraham”.

HISTORICAL from page 1

Charles Brewer from Wilbraham responded to the 1775 “Lexington Alarm”. 
(Americana Corner illustration)

64 Years Ago
Lions Club Builds Rink
Here is a news clipping 

reported by my mom, Ethel 
M. Bennett, who was the Wil-
braham correspondent for the 
Springfield daily newspaper 
The Morning Union from the 
1940s through 1970s. From 
the January1961 edition. “An-
other step to provide outdoor 
recreation for this community 
by the Lions Club is the ice 
rink in back of Spec Pond at 
the site off Boston Road.

Members were out Satur-
day working on the installing 
of side boards and flooding 
of the area is expected to take 
place in the near future. The 
Lions Club is underwriting 
the cost of the material for the 
rink.”

St. Cecilia 
Women’s Club 
awarding 
scholarships

WILBRAHAM - The 
Saint Cecilia Women’s Club 
is awarding $1,500 scholar-
ships to graduating seniors 
who are members of St. Ce-
cilia Parish and who will be 
attending a two- or four-year 
college.  

The selection criteria are 
academic achievement, char-
acter and leadership.  Ap-
plications are available at 
Minnechaug Regional High 
School and at Saint Cecilia 
Parish.  

Applicants may also 
contact the chairperson, 
Linda Hitas at 413-537-
0014 or  lindahitas1@gmail.
com for an application. 

The deadline for receipt 
of the application is March 
10 and should be sent to Saint 
Cecilia Women’s Club, Saint 
Cecilia Parish, 42 Main St., 
Wilbraham 01095 or dropped 
off at the parish office.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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