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Town Administrator 
reflects on time in 
Hampden

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

HAMPDEN – When Town 
Administrator Bob Markel ar-
rived in Hampden in September 
2019, he expected his tenure 
would only last several months. 

More than four years later, 
Markel is finally preparing to 
move on. 

Brian Domina was named the 
town’s next town administrator 
on Jan. 29, and he will arrive in 
town around March 1, at which 
time Markel will leave the posi-
tion where he found great suc-
cess and made many memories. 

“I will leave without com-
plaints and a bit melancholy,” 
Markel said. “I genuinely like 
the people; not just the (Select-
men). I think the board reflects 
the people here. It’s a nice town 
with nice people, and I have rare-
ly encountered somebody that I 
didn’t like or had difficulty with. 
It makes the job much more at-
tractive. The best thing about 
working here is the people.” 

Markel was recruited to the 
part-time position in Hampden 
after serving as an interim town 
administrator in multiple com-
munities in the commonwealth 
over the span of several years. 
His last full-time position was as 
town manager of Ipswich from 
December 2004 to January 2012.

As Markel began in Hamp-
den in late 2019, he was under 
the impression he would only be 
in town for three or four months. 
However, when the COVID-19 
pandemic hit, he was asked to 

Board unanimously 
selects current
Whately TA 

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

HAMPDEN – The Board 
of Selectmen unanimously 
selected Whately 
Town Administrator 
Brian Domina to 
be Hampden’s next 
town administrator. 
The decision was 
made during the Jan. 
29 Board of Select-
men meeting.

Domina has a 
clause in his contract 
that requires him to 
give one month no-
tice to Whately before 
departing. It is expected he 
will arrive in Hampden around 
March 1. 

Overview
The town narrowed its 

search to three candidates with 
the assistance of Community 
Paradigm Associates, LLC. 
Each candidate interviewed for 
approximately 45 minutes on 
the afternoon of Jan. 18. 

Domina beat out Christo-
pher Caputo and Ryan McNutt. 
Domina has served as Whate-
ly’s town administrator since 
2016 and was previously a se-
nior planner for the Berkshire 
Regional Planning Commis-
sion. 

Caputo currently serves as 
Agawam’s treasurer/tax col-
lector and had previous expe-

rience serving in the same role 
in Springfield. McNutt served 
as Palmer’s town manager 
from July 2019 until Novem-
ber 2023 and was previously 
the city manager in Claremont, 
N.H. from February 2017 to 
February 2019.

The Decision Process
The Selectmen began Mon-

day’s meeting by thanking out-
going Town Adminis-
trator Bob Markel for 
his four-plus years of 
service to the town. 
The board also ex-
pressed gratitude to 
each candidate who 
interviewed. 

Board Chair Don-
ald Davenport praised 
the three department 
heads who weighed 

in on the selection pro-
cess, although he would have 
liked to see more participate. 

“I’m a little disappointed 
that more didn’t (weigh in), 
but for the three who did – the 
Chief of Police, the Highway 
Superintendent and the Build-
ing Commissioner – we appre-
ciate their comments on who 
they thought might be the best 
candidate,” Davenport said. 

Davenport also critiqued 
the Open Meeting Law, which 
prevented the Selectmen from 
meeting privately to discuss 
their decision. Davenport, John 
Flynn and Craig Rivest did not 
get an opportunity to weigh the 
candidates together before the 
Jan. 29 meeting. 

“We haven’t had any delib-

Markel is moving on Brian Domina named 
next Hampden Town 
Administrator

stay another year before eventu-
ally being asked to stay several 
more. 

“I’ve been here a lot longer 
than I expected. I’ll be moving 
on. I’m not retiring. I have a state 
job that I’m going to start on Jan. 
29,” Markel said. 

While he will stay on in 
Hampden until Domina arrives, 
Markel has begun his new role as 
a member of the state’s Joint La-

bor Management Committee. He 
explained the part-time position. 

“It is the state’s system for 
resolving contract disputes with 
police and fire,” Markel said. 
“Obviously, police and fire aren’t 
allowed to strike. You can’t have 
cops striking; you can’t have 
firefighters striking. When they 
reach an impasse, this committee 

Town Administrator Bob Markel will be leaving Hampden in the 
coming weeks, as he joins the state’s Joint Labor Management 
Committee. 

The application will 
be requested by the 
police department

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM – The Select 
Board approved on Jan. 29 for 
Police Chief Ed Lennon to move 
forward on applying for a Casino 
Mitigation grant.

Lennon explained the grant is 
from the Massachusetts Gaming 
Commission, available yearly to 
municipalities to cover several 
areas, including public safety-re-
lated items “if they are mitigat-
ing some sort of impact from 
the casino to the community and 
public safety.”

“Last year, we did a software 
upgrade to several of our radios. 

It was a $42,000 app to Mass 
Gaming that was approved,” 
Lennon said.

This year, Lennon said the 
application process is going “a 
little bit differently” in assessing 
risk for each community, with 
the police department proposing 
several requests.

First are two solar-powered 
highway message boards sig-
nificantly smaller from one they 
currently have costing $18,000 
each for a grand total of approx-
imately $36,000.

“As part of the grant, we be-
lieve that the two roads in town 
that are considered impacted by 
the casino, which would be Bos-
ton Road and Springfield Street. 
Those are roadways, which my 
understanding, are designated by 
Mass Gaming, has at least one 
percent of the traffic of the casi-
nos for patrons and employees,” 
Lennon said.

Second is cameras for Boston 
Road to help potentially record 
license plates for the depart-
ment’s camera system.

“We are asking for four of 
those. One is the Springfield line, 
one at the Palmer line on Boston 
Road. The one at the Springfield 

line would record eastbound 
traffic. The Palmer line would 
do westbound traffic. The police 
station would have two cameras 
going eastbound and westbound 
traffic,” Lennon said. “I would 
be asking for approximately 
$43,000 for those cameras.”

Third is a multi-lens camera 
on the police department’s main 
radio transmitter site.

“That site is not only for the 
towns of Hampden and Wilbra-
ham, but it’s also a critical site 
for the states, what they call the 
cold air interoperability radio 
system. That goes to a lot of state 
public safety agencies, many 
which interact with the casino,” 
Lennon said. “So, we’re making 
the connection there that getting 
that camera up there would be 
important for us to monitor the 
site for any kinds of issues that 
would be up there and that’s a 

Select Board approves moving forward on casino mitigation grant

Turley photo by Dalton Zbierski
The Wilbraham Select Board met on Jan. 29 and discussed moving 
forward on a casino mitigation grant. 

Brian Domina

Please see MARKEL, page 7 Please see DOMINA, page 14

Please see BOARD, page 13
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What are they saying 
about Deborah?!

Working with Deborah through all these 
years has been the best thing ever. She 
makes the process so easy, and is there 

every step of the way! We could not ask 
for a better realtor to be working with! 
We highly recommend her to everyone 

we know, and of course will continue 
to use her because of her expertise and 

amazing personality. There’s so many 
good things to be said about her!

(thank you KD & PJ)

♥

I’m proud to have helped so 
many people buy & sell homes, 

and be in the Top 2% of 
Berkshire Hathaway Home 

Services agents nationwide!! 
Thank you for allowing me 

to be your TRUSTED 
REAL ESTATE ADVISOR!

ANOTHER 
HOME 

SOLD BY 
DEBORAH!

5 Countryside Lane,
Palmer

Congrats to my 
buyer client!

Point your phone
camera here.

Stay tuned for this beauty 
hitting the market soon!

AWARD WINNER

Your 
FREE 
Home 
VALUATION!

Deborah Deschamps
Realtor
413-530-8356
deb@deborahsellshouses.com
http://deborahsellshouses.com

704 MEMORIAL DRIVE, CHICOPEE, MA • 413-377-1433
www.hannoushma.com

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

Present This Coupon for

 10% more 
on your unwanted gold.

Expires 12/31/24

TURN 
YOUR 
GOLD 
INTO 

CA$H!

Tim Symington will discuss 
‘Huzza! Toasting a New
Nation, 1760-1815’

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

WILBRAHAM – Wilbraham author 
Tim Symington is excited to present his 
new book, “Huzza! Toasting a New Na-
tion, 1760-1815” at the Wilbraham Public 
Library on Monday, Feb. 12 at 6:30 p.m. 

Symington completed the book last 
year. It goes into great detail discussing 
the history of raising a glass to give a 
toast, which was a carefully orchestrated 
ritual in the late 18th Century and early 
19th Century.

Symington noted that the toasts offer 
glimpses into what Americans honored 
at specific moments in the years ranging 
from the beginning of the American Rev-
olution to the end of the War of 1812. He 
completed extensive research to compile 
his findings. 

“Basically, the book is a continuation 
of my master’s thesis; I got my master’s 
in 2018,” Symington said. “I studied the 
political drinking toasts of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts. I heard a lecture 
by one of my professors; he read over a 
list of toasts, and I never heard toasts pre-
sented that way, so it really intrigued me.”

Symington received his master’s de-
gree from Adams State University in Col-
orado through an online program with the 
Gilder Lehrman Institute. While the class 
was virtual, Symington was required to 
travel to Colorado to defend the thesis. 

“The course that gave me the idea re-

garding toasts was on the American Rev-
olution,” he said. “I started looking at the 
toasts printed in the newspapers or in peo-
ple’s letters in Massachusetts to better my 
thesis, and I just felt I wasn’t done. People 
suggested, ‘Why don’t you look at all the 
other states,’ so I started researching all 
the toasts I could find from all the states 
that were colonies in 1760 up to after the 
War of 1812.” 

It took about three years for Syming-
ton to complete the process and release 
“Huzza! Toasting a New Nation, 1760-

1815”. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Symington found that many resources 
were digitized, making it relatively easy 
for him to access the materials. 

During that time, Symington looked 
through archives of newspapers and read 
books, looking for a mention of a text in a 
footnote that would reveal where it came 
from. 

“Then, I would end up getting another 
book and looking that up. There were a lot 
of places I actually found these things,” 
he said. 

Symington said that many toasts were 
printed in newspapers; he analyzed lists of 
toasts to discover what people considered 
to be important, what events were signifi-
cant and what people were outstanding at 
that time. 

“It changed from month to month, 
year to year,” Symington said. “Whenever 
there was a big event like a banquet or a 
dinner, people wrote toasts with the pur-
pose to print them and publish them. So, 
the toast would go before a committee. It 
would be reviewed and edited for publi-
cation.”

Symington took time to see if some-
thing was said differently in Virginia as 
opposed to Connecticut or Georgia, for 
example. Suprisingly, he said there were 
not a lot of differences. 

“I think what the toasts kind of did 
was created one union of states, which 
was very interesting,” he said. 

Symington said the biggest challenge 
he experienced during the process was 

that a lot of newspapers reprinted other 
papers’ toasts and a lot of papers copied 
each other. 

“I’d look up 40 toast lists and only end 
up with five original ones. I think that was 
the biggest issue,” Symington said. “An-
other issue I came into was just finding 
out who was being talked about and what 
was the subject. At one point I ended up 
abandoning the work altogether so I could 
take some online classes just so I would 
know more about the history of some of 
the things I was talking about.” 

Symington, a former adult services li-
brarian in Wilbraham, is excited to return 
to the library. Although he is admittedly 
nervous for his presentation, he looks for-
ward to educating an audience about his 
unique research. 

“I tried to think (what to do) if I only 
have 45 minutes to talk about what’s im-
portant in my book,” Symington said. “I 
just sat down and started going through 
the chapters and trying to present the 
book as a brief overview and putting to-
gether a PowerPoint presentation to show 
the people who are being talked about.” 

Symington said originality is the 
book’s selling point. He invites residents 
to learn about history in a different way 
on Feb. 12. 

“No one has presented history this 
way. It’s just an original lense to look at 
historical events and find out what was 
said about people. These were the original 
tweets,” he said.

Photo submitted by Tim Symington
Wilbraham author Tim Symington will 
present at the Wilbraham Public Library 
on the evening of Feb. 12. 

Wilbraham author to present new book at the library

WESTFIELD – The Horace Smith 
Fund, located in Westfield, has schol-
arship and fellowship money available 
for graduates of Hampden County pub-
lic and private high schools. Graduating 
high school seniors and students already 
in college may apply for Scholarships of 
$12,000. Those in their final year of col-
lege and previous college graduates pur-
suing advanced degrees may apply for 
Fellowships of $15,000. Applicants must 
maintain at least a B average in college 
and be enrolled as full-time students. 

Awards are made based on both aca-
demic achievement and financial need. Of 
great importance is a personal written ac-
count of why the student feels deserving 
of financial assistance and their goals in 
pursuing higher education. 

Last year, $316,000 was awarded to 30 
individuals. Scholarships were given to 
22 graduating seniors from nine Hampden 
County high schools. Three scholarships 
were also awarded to current college stu-

dents to assist them in completing their 
undergraduate degrees. Five fellowships 
were given to college graduates pursuing 
advanced degrees, who had graduated 
from Hampden County high schools. 

The Horace Smith Fund was estab-
lished in 1899 by the successful and gen-
erous philanthropist named Horace Smith, 
co-founder of Smith & Wesson, estab-
lished in Springfield. The scholarships 
and fellowships are named for Walter S. 
Barr, a West Springfield businessman, 
whose widow left the bulk of the family 
estate to The Horace Smith Fund in 1950. 

Completed applications must be re-
ceived either electronically or by mail to 
The Horace Smith Fund at 16 Union Av-
enue, Suite 2K, Westfield, MA 01085 no 
later than March 15, 2024. Applications 
are available at local high school guidance 
offices, college financial aid offices, on-
line at www.HoraceSmithFund.org or by 
phoning (413) 739-4222. 

Scholarship and
Fellowship funds available
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AlmAlm❤❤st st 
MaineMaine

ALMOST MAINE IS PRODUCED THROUGH SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS AND 
ALL MATERIALS ARE AUTHORIZED WITH BROADWAY LICENSING, BROADWAYLICENSING.COM.

EXIT 7 THEATEREXIT 7 THEATER
37 Chestnut St., Ludlow37 Chestnut St., Ludlow

413-583-4301413-583-4301
Exit7Players.orgExit7Players.org

Directed byDirected by Eleanor Tynan Eleanor Tynan
Stage Managed byStage Managed by Caroline Trudell Caroline Trudell

Produced by Produced by 
Krystle Bernier, Adam Malmborg, Krystle Bernier, Adam Malmborg, 

Kathy MalmborgKathy Malmborg

February 9, 10, 16, 17, 23, 24 at 8pmFebruary 9, 10, 16, 17, 23, 24 at 8pm
February 11, 18, 25 at 2pmFebruary 11, 18, 25 at 2pm

The Exit 7 Players The Exit 7 Players 
PresentsPresents

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

WINTER HOURS
OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 7AM – 8PM

OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY 7AM -7PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH FOR 
SUPER FEBRUARY!

In Honor Of Ice Cream
for Breakfast Day Feb. 3
ELSIE’S CREAMERY ICE CREAM 

Full Half Gallons 
$2.00 OFF Reg. Price

Jan. 31 – Feb. 6
THE BEST HOMEMADE ICE CREAM

In All Your Favorite Flavors!

 Super Food For 
 The Big Game!

Chef Mike’s Gumbo And Championship Chili
BBQ Baby Back Ribs, BBQ Pulled Pork,

“Kandied” Kielbasa, Loaded Potato Skins,
Buffalo Chicken Dip, “Pull Apart” Sliders,

Party Wings And Boneless Wings
Available Big Game Weekend February 10 & 11

Fat Tuesday Feb. 13Fat Tuesday Feb. 13
Mardi Gras MenuMardi Gras Menu  FeaturingFeaturing

Chef Mike’s Chef Mike’s GUMBOGUMBO

Randall’s Hand Dipped 
Chocolate Covered 

Strawberries

Romantic Dinners to Take Out
READY TO HEAT AND SERVE

Available Wednesday, Feb. 14
Filet Mignon ~ Wrapped with 
Applewood Smoked Bacon 

& Served with a Cabernet Wine Sauce
Crab Stuffed Lobster Tails ~ 
with Drawn Butter & Lemon

Complete with 
Choice of Appetizer & Dessert

Dinners Include 
Roasted Baby Potatoes, 

Baby Vegetables & a Mini Ciabatta

Love At First Bite

  Valentine Bouquets
   & Arrangements

Floral Deliveries Call 589-7071

So Good Together...
Roses, Dinner, Chocolates & Wine

Beautiful 
Long Stem Roses

BY THE DOZEN OR BY THE STEM
Specially Wrapped & Bowed With 
Baby’s Breath & Greens!

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The School 
Committee heard from the Wilbra-
ham-Hampden Academic Trust on 
Jan. 18 about what they do for stu-
dents and the school system.

W.H.A.T., established in 2003, is 
a nonprofit organization comprised 
of parents and friends in the district 
investing in the schools and teach-
ers, having funded over $200,000 
in grants to teachers to support pro-
gramming for children.

Vice President & Committee 
Chair Mark Atkin, joined by current 
President Michael Stachowicz, ex-
plained the organization was started 
by a different group and did events, 
including spelling bees, to raise 
money to provide grants.

“Unfortunately, after a few years 
that fell apart, and then myself and 
five others in 2015 decided to try and 
revive the W.H.A.T., which has been 
really exciting for us,” Atkin said.

Atkin highlighted some of the 
grants given out between 2022 and 
2023, totaling over $60,000.

“So, at Minnechaug (Regional 
High School), we’ve done the studio 
equipment to run a fully appointed 
film and broadcasting video room, 
music education classes and musical 
performances for World Language 
Week, which is super important. In 
chemistry, we provided a goggle san-
itizer and cabinets for new goggles. 

We’ve also done standing desks for 
math class,” Atkin said. “We’ve also 
done a new classroom phonics-based 
library for beginner readers and then, 
most recently, we provided a new 
saw to Mr. Petzold. A much safer 
saw, newer technology for the kids 
in the classroom.”

In addition to the high school, 
Wilbraham Middle School and the 
elementary schools received grant 
funding.

“At Stony Hill, we’ve done the 
playground upgrades, which include 
the teeter-totter, the gaga ball pit, 
the funnel ball and the peace path. 
At Green Meadows, we provided a 
new 3D printer and filaments,” Atkin 
said. “And then at the middle school, 
we did new follow spotlights for the 
theater group as well as funding for 
the school store, and then the big one 
for Soule Road this year is we’ve 
pumped a lot of money into the li-
brary project, which has been really 
rewarding to see some of the changes 
at the library.”

Grant applications, running Feb. 
1 through April 1, can be found at 
www.whatfund.org/.

Atkin added two small events in 
collaboration with local companies 
and a large gala event at local venues 
help raise funds, hoping to garner 
more community support.

“It’s very rewarding for us to 
be able to do this. We love doing it 
for the community, for the kids in 
school,” Atkin said.

School Committee member Wil-

liam Bontempi said this.
“Thank you for stepping up and 

doing a great job for a great organi-
zation, really appreciate it,” Bontem-
pi said.

Followed by praise from Vice 
Chair Sean Kennedy.

“It’s really amazing what you’ve 
been able to do, so, no really, thank 
you so much. These projects that you 
funded, it’s really great,” Kennedy 
said.

Soule Road Elementary School 
Principal Mistie Parsons shared 
grant funds from W.H.A.T. have sup-
ported several projects, including the 
library, having miniature golf and 
lessons in physical education class-
es, materials for flexible walls and 
other gym equipment to hold many 
activities at once and more.

“We’re just thrilled at Soule to 
have W.H.A.T. as partners and so I 
just wanted to stamp our apprecia-
tion,” Parsons said.

Superintendent Dr. John Provost 
hopes W.H.A.T.’s profile can be 
raised more, offering his thanks to 
the organization.

“Perhaps, as part of the process 
moving forward, we may want to 
have a night where the gifts are ac-
cepted. I think that might also apply 
to some other groups that help to 
support the school, so just so that 
we can have a sort of formal way to 
thank you for all you do to help the 
students in the district,” Provost said.

School Committee learns more about the 
Wilbraham-Hampden Academic Trust

If a friend asks for a favor, you do 
it, no questions asked. Right? Time 
to rethink that policy.

In this new con, a scammer poses 
as a friend asking for a simple favor. 
The email is so convincing that Bet-
ter Business Bureau staff almost fell 
for it.

 How this scam works
You get an email that appears to 

be from a friend or family member. 
The message looks harmless and ca-
sual – like something a friend might 
really write. 

For example, one version reads: 
“Hi, how are things going with you? 

A r e 
y o u 
busy? I 
need a 
q u i c k 
favor.” 
T h e 

message even ends with “Sent from 
my iPhone.”  

Concerned about your friend, you 
reply and ask for more details. The 
“friend” quickly responds that they 
are trying to buy a gift card for their 
niece’s birthday. 

However, they are traveling and 
having trouble purchasing the card 
online. “Could you get it from any 
local grocery store around you?” 
reads the email. “I’ll pay you back as 
soon as I am back.”  

The request sounds reasonable. 
But if you do buy the gift card, your 
“friend” will ask you to share the 
card’s PIN and/or send a photo of the 
back of the card. 

Unfortunately, by doing this you 
are essentially handing money to 
the scammer. It’s nearly impossible 
to get the money back because gift 
cards do not have the same protec-

tions as credit or debit cards.
 How to avoid similar scams 
Reach out to your friend directly 

– If you get an unusual request, call 
or text your friend to confirm their 
story. No matter how harmless the 
story sounds, always double-check 
before sending someone money.

Use gift cards wisely – Never do 
business with anyone who insists on 
payment with gift cards. Remember, 
providing the numbers from the back 
of a gift card is just like sending cash.

For more information
For more information about this 

scam and others, visit BBB.org.
If you’ve spotted a scam (whether 

or not you’ve lost money), report it to 
BBB.org/ScamTracker. Your report 
can help others avoid falling victim 
to scams.

BBB warns about scammers posing as friends
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919 Meadow St., Chicopee
200 St. James Ave., Chicopee
410 Cooley St., Springfield

Under New OwnershipUnder New Ownership
Local Family BusinessLocal Family Business

RTNCRTNC
AUTOWASHAUTOWASH

“Come shine with us”

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN
ASSORTED PORK CHOPS ...

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
COUNTRYSTYLE
PORK RIBS .............................

USDA INSP. 
$199

lb

SALE DATES: 2/1/24-2/7/24

$149

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS $244

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER
ROAST or LONDON BROIL ........
USDA INSP. FRESH
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ......
USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

$299
lb

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

BATTER & BREADED SHRIMP ..

$177
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
TURKEY BREAST ...............

$399
lb

lb

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF TENDERLOIN

67¢

SOUP’S ON!

$149

$669
lb

lb

USDA INSP.

FRESH SOUP
CHICKENS “FOWL” ..............
USDA INSP.

GOAT MEAT ......................

USDA INSP. 

BEEF SHANK MEAT .............$349
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$444
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

STUFFED CHICKEN 
W/ BROCCOLI & CHEESE .......... lb

$399

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$444
lb

$977
lb

CUT
FREE

7 LB 
BAG$366

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

BEEF
EYE ROUND

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

Also, updates on 
Annual Town Meeting 
date

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM – The Select 
Board raised questions on Jan. 
29 on a fiscal year budget item 
surrounding equipment used 
during the Annual Town Meet-
ing.

The item, presented by Town 
Administrator Nick Breault 
during the first of three presen-
tations on the FY25 Budget 
Proposal, concerns a funding 
request of $5,000 from facilities.

Breault explained how since 
the COVID-19 pandemic, a 
third-party vendor was em-
ployed to provide technology for 
the Annual Town Meeting, held 
at Minnechaug Regional High 
School. It has been paid out of 
professional services from the 
Select Board budget.

“I’d like to propose here that 
we make it a permanent thing 
even though it is, admittedly, 

pricey,” Breault said. “This is 
approximately what it costs to 
do the setup and to have what we 
have sound-wise and visual-wise 
at our Annual Town Meeting.”

Breault cautioned if the item 
does not receive continued fund-
ing, the town would have to rely 

on the high school’s equipment.
“Our IT Department, our 

Public Access Department, 
doesn’t know until the week 
before, generally speaking, at 
most what kind of equipment, 
what shape the equipment’s in,” 
Breault said. “And again, I’m not 

trying to say that this district is 
not a good steward of the equip-
ment that’s there, but they’re 
there for 364 days. We’re there 
for one and it, as a school, can be 
used in a lot of different ways.”

After the board asked ques-
tions about the equipment, 
Chairman Theresa Goodrich 
said, “That’s a lot of money.”

“I had no idea that we spent 
that much money for sound, and 
they have microphones, they 
have wireless mics that kids mic 
up when they’re doing plays and 
things like that,” Goodrich said.

Select Board member Mi-
chael Squindo said how the 
School Committee recently pur-
chased “a very nice microphone 
system.”

“I don’t know how much it 
would shave off this, but is there 
an opportunity to utilize in-house 
equipment that exists through the 
district?” Squindo said. “Again, 
I don’t know that you’re going 
to shave $3,000, but just to find 
out is there an opportunity to use 
that equipment?”

Goodrich later said, “I think 
we need to look at this practical-
ly.”

“I think we need to serious-

ly look at the money that we’re 
spending and try to find ways to 
cut and that’s $5,000 that we can 
save and use somewhere else or, 
more, productively. That’s my 
opinion,” Goodrich said.

Breault later provided an up-
date on the Annual Town Meet-
ing date, which has been a topic 
of discussion during prior meet-
ings.

He said the high school staff 
is reviewing the other proposed 
dates, explaining he thinks Mon-
day, May 13, “is probably not 
going to be a date.”

“Our general council has 
stated that they will not be able 
to provide coverage, unfortu-
nately, even with a stand-by per-
son,” Breault said. “Just waiting 
to hear back about the proposed 
Sundays and hope to have more 
information.”

A proposal regarding the 
middle school for the other pro-
posed dates is also under consid-
eration.

“They haven’t had a chance 
to get back to me on it, but 
they’re looking into it,” Breault 
said.

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers
From the left, Select Board Clerk Michael Squindo, Chairman 
Theresa Goodrich and Vice Chairman Sue Bunnell listen as Town 
Administrator Nick Breault explains the FY25 Budget Proposal—the 
first presentation of it—alongside City Treasurer Barbara Hancock 
during the Jan. 29 Select Board meeting in Wilbraham. 

Select Board raises questions about FY25 budget proposal item

SPRINGFIELD –  The Springfield Garden 
Club is accepting applications for their annu-
al $2,000 scholarship awarded to a graduating 
high school senior, undergraduate or graduate 
college student majoring in a full-time plant 
science or environmental studies program, such 
as horticulture, floriculture, landscape design, 
conservation, forestry, botany, agronomy, plant 
pathology, environmental control, land man-

agement or other allied fields. 
The candidate must be a resident of Hamp-

den County, demonstrate financial need and 
have adequate academic standing. High school 
seniors, undergraduate and graduate college 
students are eligible for consideration.

For additional information and to request 
a copy of the application contact Jane Glushik 
at SGCscholarship@gmail.com.

Scholarship applications are to 
be complete and meet the submis-
sion deadline of April 1, 2024, to 
be eligible for consideration.

The SGC has awarded over 
$80,000 to more than 50 students 
during the past 30 plus years. 
Funds for the scholarship are 
raised at the annual plant sale held 
each year in the Spring. The An-
nual Plant Sale this year will be 
held at Forest Park on Sumner 
Avenue on Saturday, June 1 from 
9AM to noon.

For more information on the 
Springfield Garden Club events go 
to  www.springfieldgardenclubma.
org or visit them on Facebook at

https://www.facebook.com/
SpringfieldMAGardenClub/ 

Springfield Garden Club
offers $2,000 scholarship

BOSTON – State Rep. Angelo J. 
Puppolo, Jr. (D- SPRINGFIELD) is 
pleased to announce that the Massa-
chusetts Department of Energy Re-
sources’ Green Communities Division 
has awarded the Town of Wilbraham a 
$54,358 Green Communities grant to 
help fund a variety of energy conserva-
tion measures. Wilbraham was desig-
nated as a Green Community in 2018, 
and this is the town’s second Green 
Communities Competitive Grant.

The grant will help Wilbraham make 
green improvements to facilities includ-
ing their IT Building, Library, and Little 

Red School House as well as assist with 
funding of two new Police Interceptor 
Utility Hybrid vehicles. 

“I am pleased to support this fund-
ing which will help to cut municipal 
costs for Wilbraham while creating a 
greener and more sustainable future for 
the community,” Puppolo said.

The GCD of the Massachusetts De-
partment of Energy Resources provides 
competitive grants, technical assistance 
and local support from Regional Coor-
dinators to help municipalities reduce 
energy use and costs by implementing 
clean energy projects.

Wilb. to receive $54,358 
Green Communities Grant

WILBRAHAM – Rice Fruit 
Farm is partnering with Christ the 
King-Epiphany Church in Wilbra-
ham to fight hunger while supporting 
the national outreach initiative of the 
SOUPER BOWL OF CARING. 

On Feb. 10, between 9 a.m. and 
Noon, bring 
and donate non-
perishable food 
items to Rice 
Fruit Farm and 
receive a free 
cup of coffee 

or tea. All food and monetary dona-
tions will be received and presented at 
Christ the King-Epiphany church for a 
blessing on Feb. 11 and will be given 
to the Community Survival Center in 
Indian Orchard. 

As we celebrate the NFL Super 
Bowl, please remember those who 
have little or no food to celebrate at 
all: a simple prayer: “Lord, even as we 
enjoy the Super Bowl game, help us to 
be mindful of those who are without a 
bowl of soup.”

Christ the King-Epiphany Church, Rice 
Fruit Farm partner to tackle hunger
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

Tree  Removal  
■ 

Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE
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Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri-
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to dzbierski@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly 

correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor-
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito-
rial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu-
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hamp-
den TIMES is published ev-
ery Thursday by Turley Pub-
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho-
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos.
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Policy

The Wilbraham-Hampden

TIMES

EDITOR
Dalton Zbierski

dzbierski@turley.com

ADVERTISING 
SALES

Jocelyn Walker
jwalker@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

STAFF WRITER
Kristin Rivers

krivers@turley.com

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times is 
published every Thursday by Turley 

Publications, Inc., 24 Water St., 
Palmer, Mass. 01069. Telephone (413) 

283-8393, Fax  (413) 289-1977.

@ Wilbraham-Hampden Times

WEB
www.wilbrahamhampdentimes.

turley.com

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President

DEANNA SLOAT
Graphics Manager

TEAM
VIEWPOINTS

Dear Rusty 
My full retirement age (FRA) is 66 and 8 

months, which I’ll reach in September 2024. 
I’m still working three days a week. I want to 
cash in my 401K and want to know if I have 
to wait until my FRA for IRS purposes or can 
cash it in anytime in 2024. I don’t want to af-
fect my Social Security or end up paying taxes 
on my benefits. 

Signed: Seeking to Avoid Taxes

Dear Seeking
We’re not experts on IRS matters here 

at the AMAC Foundation so I can’t address 
401(k) questions, but we can provide infor-
mation on your Social Security circumstances 
and how 401(k) withdrawals may affect your 
SS. I assume from your question that you are 
now receiving early Social Security and wish 
to avoid any tax consequences thereto by cash-
ing in your 401(k), as well as from working. 
Here’s what you need to know:

Since you will reach your Full Retirement 
Age in 2024, your 2024 work earnings limit 
will be $59,520 up to the month you reach 
FRA. If you were born in January 1958, you’ll 
attain FRA in September 2024. After you have 
reached your FRA there is no longer a Social 
Security limit to how much you can earn from 
working, so your work earnings thereafter will 
not affect your monthly Social Security benefit 
regardless of how much you earn. If your part 
time work between January and August 2024 
won’t put you over the $59,520 limit, your 
work earnings will not negatively affect your 
gross monthly Social Security benefit.

Assuming you are on Medicare, the premi-
um for which is deducted from your Social Se-
curity payment, withdrawals from your 401(k) 

might affect your net monthly Social Security 
payment in two years hence. Medicare premi-
ums are based upon your combined income 
from all sources, including 50% of the SS ben-
efits you received during the tax year. If your 
401(k) withdrawal(s) put you over an income 
threshold for your tax filing status, you may 
be required to pay an Income Related Month-
ly Adjustment Amount on top of the standard 
Medicare premium. That IRMAA supplement 
would be deducted from your Social Security, 
which would affect the net amount of your So-
cial Security payment. Your Medicare premi-
um for each coming year is determined by your 
combined income from two years prior, so if 
you “cash in” your 401(K) in 2024, it would 
affect your net Social Security payments in 
2026. 

Whether you will pay income tax on your 
Social Security benefits is determined by your 
combined income from everywhere, which the 
IRS calls your “Modified Adjusted Gross In-
come.” MAGI is your income from all sources 
except ROTH IRA withdrawals and includes 
half of the SS benefits you received during the 
tax year. 

If you file your taxes as a single, and your 
MAGI is over $25,000 or if you file your taxes 
as “married-jointly” and your MAGI is over 
$32,000 then 50% of the Social Security ben-
efits received during the tax year becomes part 
of your overall income taxed by the IRS (at 

your normal IRS tax rate). But if your MAGI 
as a single filer is more than $34,000 – or as 
a married/jointly filer over $44,000 – then up 
to 85% of the SS benefits received during the 
tax year becomes part of your overall income 
taxed by the IRS.

So, to recap:
Your part time work earnings in 2024 won’t 

affect your monthly Social Security benefit, 
unless your 2024 work earnings prior to Sep-
tember 2024 exceed $59,520.

Depending on the amount of your 401(k) 
withdrawals, your 2026 net Social Security 
payments may be impacted by Medicare’s IR-
MAA provision. But your 401(k) withdrawals 
will not affect your gross Social Security pay-
ments. 

Depending on the amount of your 401(k) 
withdrawals, some of the Social Security ben-
efits received during the 2024 tax year will 
likely be subject to income tax. That is, if your 
annual total income, including your 401(k) 
withdrawals, exceeds the MAGI thresholds de-
scribed above. 

The Association Mature Citizens Founda-
tion and its staff are not affiliated with or en-
dorsed by the Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental entity. This article 
is intended for information purposes and does 
not represent legal or financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions and interpretations of 
the Association Mature Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited by the Nation-
al Social Security Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for AMAC. 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Will withdrawing from 401(k) affect my Social Security?

I purchased some paper white bulbs early in 
December, figuring I’d need some flower pow-
er come January.  

Four bulbs were planted in potting soil in 
an old tureen bowl that I found at the local re-
cycling center swap shed. I covered the soil in 
moss I saved from my yard and honest to good-
ness when those bulbs burst into bloom about 
a month after planting, I felt pretty proud of 
myself for creating such a chic display.  

Now what to do with it? Usually, when pa-
per whites are forced in pebbles, or just plain 
water, they are a once and done kind of exper-
iment. But because I planted them in decent 
potting soil, there may be hope for re-bloom.  

Read on to see how it’s done.
First, it’s important to think about how 

bulbs work. They are a self-contained unit that 
has everything in that unit to bloom the first 
time no matter what, as long as basic environ-
mental needs are met.  

Pretty impressive. 
For bulbs to bloom again, we have to make 

sure that unit gets re-charged. I read once to 
think of the bulb as a solar battery – that’s not 
far off! 

For typical daffodil bulbs that are planted 
in the ground that means removing spent flow-
ers, keeping the foliage intact until it yellows, 
and giving the plant a little fertilizer or a com-
post top dressing if the soil isn’t fertile. Now 
that we understand, we can use this informa-
tion to re charge our hyacinth bulbs.

The flowers are still on my chic display, 
but they are definitely gone by. I will snip off 
the spent blooms.  

Next, I will put the tureen in a sunny win-
dow. To be honest, I had placed it in my pantry 
when it was in bloom.  

My husband found the fragrance a little too 
overpowering and not to his liking. Over the 
years I have found that people either love it 

or hate it and sadly he leans toward the latter 
of the two.  

But, because it was placed in the window 
of a cool room, it grew upright without fall-
ing over, and the flowers lasted close to three 
weeks! Now that I have the pot of foliage in a 
sunny window, I will sprinkle a little bulb fer-
tilizer on the soil surface and water it in.  

Choose one that has both nitrogen for the 
leaves and phosphorus for the bulb. The num-
bers on the fertilizer indicate NPK: Nitrogen, 
Phosphorus and Potassium.  

We want to encourage those leaves to pho-
tosynthesize and make energy to build up the 
reserves in the bulb. Fertilization will happen 
monthly as long as the leaves are green.

The leaves will grow for longer than you 
might think, maybe even into late spring and 
summer.  I’ll put the pot outside in the sunshine 
once the weather warms up enough.  

Eventually, though, the leaves will yellow 
and brown. Once they do it’s time to cut them 

back and let the soil dry out completely, after 
which the bulbs can be removed.  

Give them a couple of days in the sun to 
dry out further. The outer skin of the bulbs will 
get papery.  

Now it is time to store them in a brown pa-
per bag until planting. Old panty hose or onion 
bags would also work.  

I will replant my paper white bulbs during 
Advent, and with any luck, all of my work will 
pay off with blooms when I need it the most 
– this time next year!  And maybe every year 
thereafter!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts. For 31 years she has 
held the position of staff horticulturist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a question for her? 
Email it to pouimette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the subject line.  

Re-blooming paper whites
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LOCAL KETONE 
PROMOTER

Call For Information
413-813-2391
Leave Message

Check Out Facebook at 
Denise Dubowski

Save Up To 25% OFF 
Retail Prices

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com

West Springfield, MA • Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 • 610-853-6655

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161 • PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

Aaron Posnik
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS

Live Onsite & Webcast
Public AuctioN

FURNITURE STORE
• FURNITURE INVENTORY & ACCESSORIES •

42 MYRON STREET     WEST SPRINGFIELD, MA
TO BE SOLD ON THE PREMISES AND BY LIVE INTERNET BIDDING

NATIONAL BRANDS INCLUDING: BarcaLounger; Bernhardt Furniture; Bradington Young; Braxton Culler; Caracole Furniture; 
Charleston Forge; CTH Sherrill Occasional; Hickory White; Hooker; John Richard; King Hickory; Sam Moore; Sherrill and Many More •
Consisting of: Sofas • Sectionals • Recliners • Swivel Rockers • Occasional Chairs • Ottomans • Cocktail, End & Console Tables • 
Entertainment Centers • Bookcases • Desks • Dining Room Sets • Buffet • Mirrors • Floor & Table Lamps • Chandeliers • Bar Stools 
• Framed Paintings & Prints • Wall Décor • Clocks • Knick Knacks • Bowls • Jars • Trays • Throw Pillows • TCL 55” TV

• Many More Items Too Numerous To Mention •

SALE PER ORDER OF GARY M. WEINER, ESQ.
OF THE FIRM OF WEINER LAW FIRM, PC, 1441 MAIN STREET, SUITE 610, SPRINGFIELD, MA

ASSIGNEE FOR THE BENEFIT OF CREDITORS
TERMS OF SALE: 25% DEPOSIT CASH, WIRE TRANSFER OR CERTIFIED CHECK

15% BUYERS PREMIUM APPLIES ON ALL ONSITE PURCHASES
18% BUYERS PREMIUM APPLIES ON ALL ONLINE PURCHASES

OTHER TERMS TO BE ANNOUNCED AT TIME OF SALE
INSPECTIONS: FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9TH – 10:00 A.M. TO 4:00 P.M.& MORNING OF SALE – 8:30 A.M. TO 10:30 A.M.

LIVE ONSITE & LIVE ONLINE BIDDING AVAILABLE AT WWW.BIDSPOTTER.COM
SEND for  DESCRIPTIVE BROCHURE or VISIT our WEBSITE at  WWW.POSNIK.COM

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10TH AT 10:30 A.M. ET
ASSIGNEE’S SALE

steps in. There are five of us; two for man-
agement, two for labor and a chair. I’ll be 
one of the management side people.” 

Markel was asked to step into the po-
sition by his friend, Dan Morgado, who 
was leaving the committee. Markel said it’s 
been talked about since last August, and he 
is excited to finally begin in the role. 

Reflecting on his time in Hampden, 
Markel is confident that much was ac-
complished. He emphasized that the ac-
complishments are not his; rather they are 
shared by the town. 

One issue Markel is proud to have 
helped with is response times. When he 
began in Hampden, then-Police Chief Jeff 
Farnsworth approached him noting that the 
average response time to a medical call in 
town was around 20 minutes. 

“Well, if somebody has a serious health 
crisis, stroke or heart attack, 20 minutes be-
fore the ambulance arrives – you’re going 
to lose people. (Farnsworth) said you have 
to do something about it,” Markel said. 

At the same time, the town’s dispatch 
operation was not up to date, as equipment 
was in need of replacement and it required 
more than one operator, as an operator is 
mandated to stay on a call even if another 
comes in. 

Speaking to Wilbraham and WEST-
COMM Regional Dispatch in Chicopee, 
Markel and the board began considering 
a consolidation. The state had an incen-
tive plan for such action, and Markel said 
the savings were phenomenal, as the state 
covered the cost of the contract for the first 
three years and offered discounts for the 
following two years. 

“How do you turn that down? The cost 
we were paying for dispatch was about 
$450,000, and so, we said, ‘Let’s consoli-
date dispatch and use the savings that we 
have to improve ambulance services.’ So, 
we contracted with Action Ambulance, and 
their response time now averages about 
five minutes and 13 seconds,” Markel said. 

Markel noted that Hampden doesn’t 
have much street crime and has very few 
fires. 

“The main threat to the safety of the 
public is poor ambulance service,” he 
said. “I think the Selectmen and I are very 
pleased and proud that we were able to im-
prove ambulance services and get better 
dispatch services as well.” 

During Markel’s tenure, Hampden also 
received a grant to upgrade its Human Re-
sources program. The town hired the Ed-
ward J. Collins, Jr. Center for Public Man-
agement at UMass Boston to prepare an 
HR program, whereby jobs are classified 
into grade levels, and within each grade 
level there are steps. 

“It has worked well I think, and it is a 
much more rational approach to managing 
your workforce than just picking a number 
out of the air and making a deal,” Markel 
said. 

Markel said that something every-
one can be happy about is 
that there is good morale 
in Town Hall and town 
employees are reasonably 
well-compensated. 

“Good morale is criti-
cally important in any or-
ganization, particularly 
government because if your 
workforce is unhappy and 
angry at you, they won’t 
talk to you,” he said. “They 
won’t tell you stuff you need 
to know. The advantage I 
have here with good morale 
is that people will come and 
tell me if there’s problems. 
We get to solve them rather 
than just allowing them to 
fester.” 

Since he arrived in 
Hampden, Markel has 
helped land the town ap-
proximately $8 million in 
grants. He said the way 
Massachusetts government 
works is that property taxes 
and fees pay for basic ser-
vices such as salaries, but 
grant-funding is required to 
do anything creative or out 
of the ordinary. 

Markel said it is amazing the number 
of agencies that will fund grants and he be-
lieves the grants that the town has received 
have been very helpful.

Lastly, Markel has tried to move the 
town offices away from paper as much as 
possible by implementing Laserfiche, an 
enterprise content management or docu-
ment management software that takes man-
ual processes and streamlines them. He is 
working to use grant money to hire a firm 
to digitize the old files in the file cabinets 
that are crowding the town offices. 

“You can’t eliminate all paper in gov-
ernment; some is legally required to be 
held in paper format, but we don’t need 
to keep lining up filing cabinets along the 
wall. That’s another significant initiative, 
grant-funded again, that I think will pay off 
for the town,” Markel said. 

As the former mayor of Springfield, 
Markel was asked what the difference is 
between a position serving 155,000 res-
idents and one serving 4,990 people. He 
said he is asked the question often. 

“The answer to that is we all live big 
and small under the same set of regulations 
and laws at the federal and state level. So, 
being a town administrator in this position, 
it’s much more hands-on,” Markel said, 
noting that as a mayor, he had a team to 
complete assignments that he completes by 
himself as a town administrator. 

“I have to say that I put in as much time 
here as I did as mayor. It’s just the way it 
is,” he added. 

When asked what makes Hampden 
unique, Markel said that relations among 
the Selectmen are civil. 

“We read in the paper all the time about 
crazy stuff that goes on in other towns. 
People are civil here,” Markel said. “They 
don’t do personal attacks. The same thing 
with the workforce here; everyone gets 
along. I don’t think we have a lot of inter-
personal conflict, and that makes working 
here pleasant, let me tell you.”

While Markel is sad to leave Hampden, 
it’s a process he’s experienced many times. 
He said one doesn’t just make a clean 
break; he will continue to read the local 
newspapers to discover what current events 
are happening in Hampden. 

“Over time, you tend to let go, but for 
a year or two, I’ll pay a lot of attention to 
what’s going on here,” Markel said. “I will 
leave but will still keep an eye on what’s 
going on, still talk to people from time to 
time that I know. That’s just the way it is. 
I think everybody’s like that too. A clean 
break, especially when you’ve been deep-
ly involved in certain projects, you just 
don’t walk away. You wonder, ‘Is it going 
forward? Is everything okay? Did we do it 
right?’ And things like that.”

Editor’s Note: Thank you, Bob Markel, 
for your consistent availability to this pa-
per over the past four-plus years. You have 
been a tremendous resource, and we at The 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times will definitely 
miss you. Best of luck in your new posi-
tion! 

MARKEL from page 1

By Brandice J. O’Brien
Marketing and Communications 

Manager, Greater Springfield Habitat 
for Humanity 

WEST SPRINGFIELD – Energy 
savings and green products are all the 
rage right now. Greater Springfield Hab-
itat for Humanity, or GSHFH, is work-
ing tirelessly to provide their homeown-
ers and prospective partner families with 
environmentally-friendly products that 
help them save on utility costs, while 
keeping expenses low. That’s not an easy 
feat considering inflation and limited re-
sources. Yet, the nonprofit organization 
is able to accomplish this achievement 
through fundraisers, donations and 
grants. 

Sometimes, it’s the small changes 
that make the biggest difference. GSH-
FH is now incorporating electric mini 
split heating, ventilation, and air con-
ditioning systems to avoid using fossil 
fuels. In some instances, based on lo-
cation and home design, tankless water 
heaters or air-sourced water heaters are 
installed.

“Our goal is to provide our partner 
families with an energy-friendly home 
that will allow them to save money, 
while protecting their investment for 
many years to come,” said Aimee Gir-
oux, GSHFH executive director. “We 
want them to pass their home to the next 
generation of family members and pro-
vide them with a solid foundation for a 
better, more stable future.”

Energy-friendly products range from 
solar panel installation, the use of Low-E 
glass windows, to a plant-based fiber in-
sulation called HempWool; light-emit-
ting diode (LED) fixtures, and the affil-
iate’s first-ever insulated concrete form 
(ICF) home. 

Solar panel installation can help a 
family significantly cut their electric bill 
and the use of Low-E glass windows lets 
in natural light while reflecting inside 
heat back into the home during the win-
ter months. During the summer, outside 
heat is reflected away from the home. 

LED fixtures reduce energy usage 
and programmable thermostats provide 
heating and cooling only during the 
times it was most needed. Plus, Ener-
gy-Star appliances, which are rated for 
maximum energy efficiency and cost 
savings, are used.

HempWool is a US Department of 
Agriculture-certified bio-based insula-
tion that is naturally mold and pest re-

sistant. It’s also resistant of volatile or-
ganic compounds and toxins. It’s easy to 
install, doesn’t sag, and like the Low-E 
glass, lowers the energy bills for heat in 
the winter, cooling in the summer, and 
general comfort.    

“It’s a lot less itchy to handle,” said 

Greater Springfield Habitat for 
Humanity embraces energy-
savings initiatives

Dean student working with rebar at 
Chestnut. 

WNEU Pharm Club putting in HempWool 
at Holyoke. 

Please see HABITAT, page 13
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OBITUARIES

Death 
Notices
John Armando

Raschi, 76
Died Jan. 23, 2024

Services Feb. 2, 2024
Forastiere Smith

Funeral & Cremation

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-589-7564 Office ❖ 413-589-7588 Fax ❖ 413-531-5360

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Become less intense
  6. Variety of pear
 10. Religion native to 

China
 14. Type of tooth
 15. Fitted out
 17. Make every effort
 19. Autonomic nervous 

system
 20. Complete
 21. Alternate name
 22. River in France and 

Belgium
 23. Miami’s mascot 

is one
 24. Turfs
 26. Most cognizant of 

reality
 29. Broad volcanic crater
 31. Canadian surname
 32. Satisfaction
 34. Traitorous Greek 

mythological prince
 35. Collide
 37. Immune response
 38. Feline
 39. High opinion of one’s 

own appearance
 40. Thin strip to align 

parts
 41. Containers
 43. Convicted American 

spy
 45. Breathe noisily
 46. Taxi
 47. Pancakes made from 

buckwheat flour
 49. Swiss river
 50. I.M.__, architect
 53. Have surgery
 57. Formal withdrawal
 58. Dutch and German 

surname
 59. Square measures
 60. 2,000 lbs.
 61. Degrade someone

CLUES DOWN
  1. Siberian river
  2. Blessing
  3. Substitutes (abbr.)
  4. Principle underlying 

the universe
  5. Work unit
  6. Yellow edible fruits

  7. Gemstone
  8. A place ships dock 

(abbr.)
  9. Evergreen tropical 

tree
 10. Reality TV star 

Richards
 11. Nonflowering aquatic 

plant
 12. Stakes
 13. Antidiuretic hormone
 16. Make warm again
 18. Light beams
 22. Lethal dose
 23. Terrorist group
 24. Kids love him
 25. Naturally occurring 

solid
 27. German surname 

meaning “man from 
Saxony”

 28. Popular cuisine
 29. Partner to cheese
 30. Type of horse
 31. __ Diego
 33. Defensive nuclear 

weapon
 35. Most shrewd

 36. It may be for 
shopping

 37. Midway between 
south and southeast

 39. A stock of foods
 42. The bindings of 

books
 43. Swiss river
 44. Megabyte
 46. Sammy __, 

songwriter
 47. Dutch colonist
 48. Clare Booth __, 

American writer
 49. Sun or solar disk
 50. Popular type of bread
 51. Transfers of money 

(abbr.)
 52. Association of 

engineering 
professionals

 53. Young women’s 
association

 54. City
 55. Niger-Congo branch 

of languages
 56. Pointed end of a pen

AMHERST – John Arman-
do Raschi, 76, died peacefully 
on Tuesday, Jan. 23, 2024, at the 
Fisher Home in Amherst, sur-
rounded by his loving family. 
John was born in Springfield on 
Jan. 28, 1947, to the late Armando 
“Fat” Raschi and Yolanda “Yolli” 
(Stradelli) Raschi and grew up 
on Mereline Ave-
nue in East Long-
meadow. He grad-
uated in 1964 from 
East Longmeadow 
High School where 
he was known as 
“The Crusher” to 
his friends because 
of his love for hot 
rods, including his 
own Chevy 409. He 
had many nostalgic 
memories from the 
good ol’ days at 
the Polar Whip. Af-
ter high school, he enlisted in the 
Army Reserves and was stationed 
at Fort Drum N.Y. where he served 
as an expert rifleman for six years 
being honorably discharged in 
1972. He then married his high 
school sweetheart, Judith Wood 
(now Slattery), and they have two 
children together, John and Jill. 

John owned Hamden Hard-
ware in the early 70’s where he 

gained tremendous knowledge, 
which led him to working in the 
plumbing and hardware industry 
for decades. Along the way, he 
worked for his best friend from 
high school, Terry Liberatori, at 
Art-Tec in Wilbraham, where he 
helped design and manufacture 
architectural signs for local busi-

nesses. It was then 
that John also de-
cided to start his 
own business de-
signing and build-
ing colonial fur-
niture and antique 
c h e c k e r b o a r d s 
which he would lat-
er sell at the Cape.

John had a 
wacky sense of 
humor, which ev-
eryone adored. He 
was a big lover of 
Seinfeld and really 

appreciated making fun of life’s 
ridiculous moments. He appreci-
ated so many things like a beau-
tiful sunset, wildlife and all kinds 
of music. He had many talents 
and interests, but he had an un-
deniable love and passion for the 
water and fishing. With the help of 
many of his close friends, he spent 
countless hours restoring several 
boats throughout the years, most 

recently restoring a 
23’ Tsunami Seacraft, 
named King Temper. 
King, for “king salmon” 
and Temper, because he 
had a hot Italian temper. 
Very fitting if you knew 
him. His early days 
were spent on the Quab-
bin Reservoir, but his 
home away from home 
was Olcott, N.Y., on 
Lake Ontario where he fished with 
his best buddy Bob Lovotti and 
Bob’s son Jimmy.   He had many 
friends in the Olcott community as 
well as all his close friends who 
were near and dear to his heart; 
Jim & Karen Evarts at the Boat 
Doctors, Joe Merton, Tom Ro-
satti, Pat Edwards, the late Dave 
Bedard, Geoff Downs, Cliff and 
Kent Hutchinson and all the guys 
from Lynn Ladder & Scaffolding, 
where he last worked before he 
retired.  

Out of all that he has done 
throughout his life, his proudest 
accomplishments and true loves 
were his family and children. John 
is survived by his children, his son 
John Raschi and his wife Catlin 
(Dugan) Raschi, and his daugh-
ter Jill Raschi and their mother 
Judy Slattery, his grandson Ethan 
Raschi, his sister Janet Beucke 

and her husband Au-
gust Beucke, his nieces 
and nephews Caroline 
Beucke and her hus-
band David Culver and 
their children Susannah 
and Anthony Culver, 
and August Beucke Jr. 
and his wife Jesamyn 
Angelica, his cousins, 
Michael Raschi and 
Paul Raschi and his 

wife Claudine Raschi and their 
two children, Claudine and Adam 
Raschi, and Louisa Tassinari and 
her son Brian Tassinari and his 
wife Jennifer, and their daughter 
Karen, and many dear friends he 
made along his way.

In addition to his parents, he 
was predeceased by his cousins 
Jimmy and Bobby Tassinari. 

Calling hours will be held on 
Friday, Feb. 2, 2024, from 10 a.m. 
to Noon at Forastiere Smith Funer-
al & Cremation at 220 N Main St., 
East Longmeadow, followed by a 
service at Noon. Burial will be at 
St. Michaels Cemetery, where he 
will be laid to rest with his par-
ents. Donations can be made to 
Hospice of the Fisher Home, 1165 
North Pleasant St., Amherst, MA 
01002. To leave an online condo-
lence visit www.forastiere.com. 

John Armando Raschi, 1947 – 2024

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Wilbraham-Hampden Times

BOSTON – State Rep. Todd Smola (R-War-
ren, Ranking Member, Ways & Means Com-

mittee) is backing efforts to crack down on 
“revenge porn” by supporting legislation that 

imposes strong penalties for sharing 
sexually explicit images or videos 
without the consent of the individual 
being photographed or recorded.

House Bill 4241, An Act to pre-
vent abuse and exploitation, would 
also allow for the commitment of 
minor offenders to the Department 
of Youth Services while establishing 
an alternative comprehensive edu-
cational diversion program to help 
adolescents understand the legal and 
non-legal consequences of possess-
ing or disseminating explicit visual 
material. 

According to a press release, the 
bill was engrossed by the House of 
Representatives on a vote of 151-0 on 
Jan. 10.

Smola stated, “This legislation 
sends a clear message that the viola-
tion of consent will not be tolerated. 
I am dedicated to protecting individ-
uals from the circulation of harmful 
material and fostering a safer digital 
landscape for all.”

According to Smola, the educa-
tional diversion program will be de-
veloped and implemented by the At-
torney General in consultation with 
the Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education, the Depart-
ment of Youth Services, and the Mas-
sachusetts District Attorneys Associ-
ation, and will be reviewed annually 
and updated as needed. The House 
bill also encourages school districts 
to implement media literacy skills in-
struction at all grade levels, and to in-
corporate aspects of the educational 
diversion program as a learning tool 
for students.

Massachusetts is one of only two 
states without a law banning revenge 

porn, the other being South Carolina. House 
Bill 4241 would change that by imposing a 
punishment of up to 2 ½ years in a House of 
Correction, a $10,000 fine, or both a fine and 
imprisonment for individuals found guilty of 
disseminating explicit visual materials of an-
other person without their consent.

House Bill 4241 also increases the existing 
fine for criminal harassment from $1,000 to 
$5,000 and amends the definition of abuse to 
include coercive control. Under the bill, coer-
cive control is defined as an act or pattern of 
behavior committed with the intent to substan-
tially restrict an individual’s safety or auton-
omy through threat, intimidation, harassment, 
isolation, control, coercion, or compelled com-
pliance.

Smola supported a similar bill filed by for-
mer Governor Charlie Baker during the 2021-
2022 legislative session, which was engrossed 
by the House of Representatives on May 26, 
2022. Despite unanimous support in the House, 
the Senate took no action on the bill until the 
final day of session on Jan. 3, 2023, engrossing 
an amended version of the bill that could not 
be reconciled with the House bill before time 
ran out.

During floor debate, Smola supported an 
amendment to the bill that addresses non-con-
sensual “deepfake pornography” involving the 
use of digitization, which is defined as “cre-
at(ing) or alter(ing) visual material, including, 
but not limited to, through the use of comput-
er-generated images, in a manner that would 
falsely appear to a reasonable person to be an 
authentic representation of the person depict-
ed.” The amendment stipulates that the dis-
semination of deepfake pornography will be 
punishable by up to 2 ½ years in a House of 
Correction, a $10,000 fine, or both.

House Bill 4241, as amended, now moves 
to the Senate for its consideration.

For additional information please contact 
Smola by email at Todd.Smola@mahouse.gov 
or call 617-722-2100.

Bill to criminalize revenge porn and educate minor offenders
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LI6HT UP PALMER would like to ask for your support of

Tailgate Tavern’s Soup Cook Off
Spend a few hours together at the tavern, 

have a chance to win door prizes, and vote for your favorite soup... 
Prizes are awarded for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners. 
Stop by the Tavern now and ask the Tailgate bartender for 

the sign-up sheet to enter a soup. Come, enjoy the fun! 
Soup, Prizes and Monetary Donations are accepted.

Proceeds from the Soup Off will go toward additions and maintenance of 
Light Up Palmer’s community programs; including the Purple Heart banner, 
American flag and flower display on Main Street, Depot Village, as well as 
the Xmas holiday decorations and event. LUP thanks the Tailgate Tavern, 
their employees, and patrons for their continued support of our efforts to 

honor resident Veterans who have received the Purple Heart medal. 
If you, or someone you know is a recipient and does not currently have 
a banner recognition, please see the Town of Palmer’s Veterans agent 

(Tina Brohman) to have their name added. 

With Sincere Thanks to the Tailgate Tavern
Palmer Business Partnership Inc.

LIGHT UP PALMER COMMITTEE
A 501 C 3 NON PROFIT WITH THE ABILITY TO ACCEPT TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONATIONS

SOUP
COOK OFF
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2023

1:00 pm til 3:00 pm

The daycare is located on Main Street 
in Hampden

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - My Magic World Daycare has opened 
its doors in Hampden, providing a space for fun, learning 
and play.

The daycare, located at 478 Main St., is open Mon-
days through Fridays from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m., offering ser-
vices for infants and children up to age six, with a Span-
ish class occurring once a week.

The daycare has two classrooms for infants and tod-
dlers, an indoor playground, a playroom and more.

Owner Georgina Guerrero expressed excitement, ex-
plaining the daycare will provide laughter, play, securi-
ty and love to local children. She’s also looking to hire 
more teachers and assistants.

Guerrero, originally from Peru, has worked with chil-
dren for 41 years, getting her start when she played with 
children at eight years old.

“So, everybody in my house went outside, I called to 
the little kids, ‘Come here to play’ so everybody (looked) 
at me and said, ‘Oh she’s the teacher.’ So I was fun, I 
was loving with them and I loved how they are playing,” 
Guerrero said.

From there, Guerrero went to the university and got 
her degree in early childhood education, later opening 
her first daycare.

After one month, she had 50 kids and received an 
award for her daycare center.

“I was grateful. For me, it pushed me to be the best,” 
Guerrero said.

In 1998, Guerrero came to the United States, working 
as a teacher in Virginia and receiving another award after 
four months. After moving up to Connecticut and having 
an in-home daycare for many years, her husband encour-
aged her to open a care center to take on more families.

In August 2023, she found that location in Hampden 
and has tirelessly worked since to bring My Magic World 
Daycare to life.

She hopes to bring happiness and establish trust with 
parents, calling her daycare “a home.”

“That is my goal (is) that they trust because I take 
care of the kids. Healthy, safety, how they are eating, 
how they are walking,” Guerrero said. “I like the com-
munication with the parents. Talk to them, what are their 
concerns, what do you think is best for your kids and 
then working with that.”

Guerrero credits her success to God and patience 
throughout the process, along with support from her 
family.

“(As) I said before, my kids were my students, and 
my grandchildren were my students too. I know them as 
a mother, as a grandmother, I know as a babysitter, as a 
teacher outside my center,” Guerrero said. “So, I’m very 
proud of them (that) they support me.”

Guerrero looks forward to welcoming families, with 
hopes to extend her reach to surrounding communities. 
She added her hours are flexible to accommodate parents 
who work late.

“I’m here to help the parents,” Guerrero said.
Guerrero wants the community to know the envi-

ronment her business gives the children will help them 
thrive during early child-
hood, emphasizing wanting 
to be a place where she, the 
children, parents and staff 
are a family.

“For example, ‘tum-
my time’. ‘Tummy time’ 
means it’s the curriculum 
where the neck starts to 
stand up and can be super 
to the spine,” Guerrero 
said. “That means, too, the 
physical. Emotional they 
are happy to see new faces 
and social too, looking (at) 
all the friends and playing 
together, laughing together 
and teaching them what it 
means to share.”

Guerrero thanks the 
town for welcoming her, 
with plans to continue 
spreading the word about 
her daycare.

“The parents can find 
flyers in different places I 
put (them) and (I) reference 
the parents (to) the sign on 
the wall (when people are 
driving),” Guerrero said.

To learn more, call 
413-566-1444 or email 
mymagicworld19@gmail.
com.

My Magic World Daycare provides space for fun, learning and play

Georgina Guerrero, owner of My Magic World Daycare, celebrates with family and 
friends after cutting the ribbon for the grand opening of her daycare on Jan. 27.

Georgina Guerrero, owner of My Magic World Daycare, poses outside her daycare after 
cutting the ribbon to celebrate My Magic World Daycare’s official opening on Jan. 27.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
An exterior shot of the room reserved for toddlers at My 
Magic World Daycare on Main Street in Hampden.

From the left, Emily Mesias-Moya, Chris Moya and 
Georgina Guerrero, owner of My Magic World Daycare, 
smile for the camera as they celebrate the grand 
opening of My Magic World Daycare on Main Street in 
Hampden.

An exterior shot of the room reserved for infants inside 
My Magic World Daycare on Main Street in Hampden.

A wide shot of the indoor playground for babies and 
toddlers inside My Magic World Daycare on Main Street 
in Hampden.

wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com
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Hours: Monday-Thursday 8am-5pm

85 Post Office Park
Suite 8503

Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-3881

www.wilbrahamfamilydentistry.com

• Cosmetic dentistry, whitening, veneers, crowns & bridges
• Digital X-Rays & Photographs
• Same Day digital crowns using our CEREC machine
• Implant Restorations
• CareCredit -  A convenient monthly payment plan
• Most insurance plans acceptedOur family keeping your family smiling!

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

Readers are encouraged to send 
in medium to high resolution 

photos for this page by e-mail to 
dzbierski@turley.com or mail to 

TIMES, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. Please note that if you send 
us a photo of the Times in different 
parts of the world, please include 
a recognizable landmark in the 

background. Examples:
Eiffel Tower; castle in Spain.

WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

The Hampden Senior Center celebrated National Pie Day on Monday, Jan. 22. Seniors 
enjoyed each other’s companies as they had a slice (or two) of delicious pie. Many smiles 
could be seen, as seniors enjoyed National Pie Day. 
Photos courtesy of the Hampden Senior Center. 
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Hours: Monday-Thursday 8am-5pm

85 Post Office Park
Suite 8503

Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-3881

www.wilbrahamfamilydentistry.com

• Cosmetic dentistry, whitening, veneers, crowns & bridges
• Digital X-Rays & Photographs
• Same Day digital crowns using our CEREC machine
• Implant Restorations
• CareCredit -  A convenient monthly payment plan
• Most insurance plans acceptedOur family keeping your family smiling!

WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN

Community Bulletin Board

Send us in your 
announcements!

Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, 
please keep it to less than 50 words.
Please send to dzbierski@turley.com

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

On Saturday, Jan. 27, 
Chief of Police Edward 
Lennon (left) poses for a 
picture with Wilbraham 
resident Phillip King Sr. 
while chatting at The 
Shift Change Event which 
was held in support of 
The Wilbraham Police 
Department and Officer 
Cameron Prosperi, who 
was shot after being 
called to a home on 
Old Carriage Drive on 
Saturday, Jan. 20. 
Photo courtesy of Wilbraham 
Photographer Peter Camyre. 

At the Wilbraham “Shift Change 
Event” in support of Officer 

Cameron Prosperi, Wilbraham 
Police Chief Edward Lennon 

is being interviewed by 
Western Mass News. 

Photo by Wilbraham photographer Peter 
Camyre.

Happy 5th Birthday, 
Amelia Mawla!  

Every day is special because of you! We wish you 
all the happiness in the world, Habibti. 

Love always, Baba & Mama 
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Rotary Scholarship
applications now available

WILBRAHAM - The Wilbra-
ham-Hampden Rotary Club Scholarship 
Committee, has announced that applica-
tions for the 2024 Rotary Club scholar-
ships are now available in the Guidance 
Departments of Minnechaug Region-
al High School, Wilbraham & Monson 
Academy and Pope Francis Preparatory 
School. 

Applications are due no later than 
April 1, 2024. The scholarships are avail-
able to qualified high school students who 
are residents of Wilbraham or Hampden.

The club will again award nine schol-
arships, each in the amount of $1,500. 
Applications may also be obtained from 
Brad Sperry by calling 413-537-4171.

Wilbraham Women’s
Club to meet Feb. 8

WILBRAHAM – The February 2024 
meeting of the Wilbraham Women’s Club 
will be held on Thursday, Feb. 8 at Noon 
at the St. Cecilia Parish Center on Main 
Street. The luncheon will be a Quiche 
Party, which will include Salad, Rolls, 
and Dessert. Reservations are required. 
Please call: Michelle Axtmann at 596-
3325.  The cost is $12.

The speaker for the day will be David 
Bourcier, retired fire chief, a local his-
torian from Wilbraham, who has a deep 
passion for the history of his town. With 
a keen eye for detail and a love of story-
telling, Bourcier has become known for 
his engaging and informative short sto-
ries about the people and events that have 
shaped Wilbraham over the years.

Wilbraham Women’s Club to 
Award Scholarships

WILBRAHAM – The Wilbraham 
Women’s Club will be awarding several 
$1,000 scholarships to graduating seniors 
who are residents of Wilbraham or Hamp-
den and who will be attending a four-year 
college or university.

The criteria considered are academic 
achievement, character and leadership. 
Applications are available in the Guid-
ance Office at Minnechaug Regional High 
School. For those attending other high 
schools, please email Mrs. Teed, at  rae.
teed@gmail.com. All applications must 
be postmarked by Tuesday, March 26, 
2024, to be considered.

Big Art Show of Small Works
A Scantic River Artisans exhibit 

Feb. 10, 11 at Hampden Senior Center

HAMPDEN – Join the Scantic River 
Artisans for a celebration of creativity 
with paintings, jewelry, pottery, metal-
work and a local author book signing. Un-
cover unique treasures and purchase the 
craftsmanship of talented artisans.

The two-day event will occur Feb. 10 
from noon to 5 p.m. and Feb. 11 from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. The reception will be held 
on Feb. 11 from noon to 2 p.m. 

All will occur in the Community 
Room at the Hampden Senior Center, lo-
cated at 104 Allen St. in Hampden.

Visit the Scantic River Artisans at: 
www.scanticriverartisans.com. For addi-
tional information about the Artisans and 
exhibiting opportunities, please email:

info@scanticriverartisans.com.

Great Decisions Discussion 
Group returns in 2024

WILBRAHAM – Registration has be-
gun for the 2024 Great Decisions Discus-
sion Group, to be held at the Wilbraham 
Public Library beginning Feb. 7. Ses-
sions will be held in the Brooks Room on 
Wednesdays from 4-5:30 p.m. on Feb. 7, 
14, 21 and 28, and March 6, 13, 20 and 
27. If any sessions are canceled for snow 
or other bad weather, April 3 and 10 will 
be used as make-up dates.

The topics from the upcoming series 
are Mideast Realignment, Climate Tech-
nology and Competition, Science Across 
Borders, U.S. - China Trade Rivalry, 
NATO’s Future, Understanding Indone-
sia, High Seas Treaty and Pandemic Pre-
paredness.

Great Decisions Groups meet all over 
the country – in private homes, libraries, 
and other venues to discuss selected topics 
in the area of current affairs. Participants 
can have their opinions tallied in a Na-
tional Opinion Poll, which then gets sent 
to the White House, members of Congress 
and the national media. This is a wonder-
ful program to learn more about what is 
happening in the world and to have your 
voice heard by people who make the de-
cisions.

The Foreign Policy Association, 
which selects the key issues for discus-
sion, publishes a briefing book for partici-
pants to read in advance so they can be in-
formed and ready to engage. Participants 
can order the book from the FPA website 
at www.fpa.org, or by calling 1-800-477-
5836. A copy of the book will also be 

available at the library Service Desk for 
in-library reading.

Please register through the Events 
Calendar at www.wilbrahamlibrary.org or 
call the library at 413-596-6141.

Saint Cecilia Women’s Club 
February meeting 

WILBRAHAM – The St. Cecilia 
Women’s Club February meeting takes 
place on Tuesday, Feb.

13 at 6 p.m. at 42 Main St. Join us for 
a fun filled night of games, prized and de-
licious treats.  Kim Lawler will provide 
her excellent party skills to make this a 
memorable “Fat Tuesday”!

Please bring a nutritious snack to this 
meeting for adults and children in need. 
Thank you!

Cosmic Bracelet Class:
Unveil the power of your 
zodiac gemstone
Presented by the Scantic River Artisans 
Feb. 22 from 6 – 8 p.m. at the Hampden 

Senior Center 

HAMPDEN – Embark on a celestial 
journey with our exclusive workshop de-
signed to deepen your connection with the 
universe and express your unique essence 
through a personalized gemstone bracelet.

In this enchanting class, you’ll explore 
the profound meanings behind the gem-
stone associated with your zodiac sign un-
locking the hidden energies and traits that 
make you truly one-of-a-kind.

Our experienced instructors will guide 
you through the art of bracelet-making, 
providing tips and tricks to ensure your 
creation is not only visually stunning, but 
also aligned with your zodiac’s distinctive 
energy.

The event will occur on Thursday, 
Feb. 22 from 6 – 8 p.m. in the Community 
Room of the Hampden Senior Center, lo-
cated at 104 Allen St. 

The cost to sign up is $20 and includes 
wine and one bracelet. To sign up, contact 
Sue Superson at sjsrighter@aol.com.

Town Clerk: Nomination 
papers are available 

WILBRAHAM – Wilbraham Town 
Clerk Carole J. Tardif is announcing that 
nomination papers are available in her of-
fice by calling 596-2800 ext. 200 and set-
ting up an appointment.  The last day to 

obtain nomination papers is Wednesday, 
March 27, 2024, for the Annual Town 
Election scheduled for May 18, 2024.  

The positions being voted that day 
are Selectman for three years, Town 
Clerk for three years, Moderator for three 
years, Assessor for three years, two Re-
gional School Committee members for 
three years, Cemetery Commissioner 
for three years, Water Commissioner for 
three years, two Library Trustees for three 
years, one Planning Board Member for 
five years.  

The deadline for submission to the 
Registrars for certification is Friday, 
March 29, 2024, at 5 p.m. Town Clerk’s 
office hours are Monday thru Friday, 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., 50 signatures 
from registered Wilbraham voters are re-
quired to have a name listed on the ballot 
as a candidate. A letter stating the candi-
date’s name, address and the office being 
sought must be submitted at the time of 
the request to the Town Clerk. Contact the 
Town Clerk’s Office at 596-2800, ext. 200 
if you have any questions.

Spiritual Healing to return 
to Federated Community 
Church

HAMPDEN – The Federated Com-
munity Church of Hampden, located on 
Main Street, will be offering Spiritual 
Healing on the first Sunday of each month 
at 11:30 a.m. 

Wilbraham Men’s Glee Club 
to begin rehearsals

WILBRAHAM – The Wilbraham 
Men’s Glee Club began rehearsals for the 
2024 concert season on Monday evening, 
Jan. 8, 2024, at Christ The King Lutheran/
Episcopal Church, Wilbraham at 7 p.m. 
Rehearsals will continue each Monday 
thereafter at Christ The King Lutheran/
Episcopal Church at 7 p.m. until local 
performances in late April.  

The chorus is conducted by Ray Dru-
ry and accompanied by Marcia Jackson. 
Drury has selected a varied program for 
Men’s voices consisting of contemporary 
works, folksongs, pop tunes and sea shan-
teys.

Interested singers should be able to 
“carry a tune” and be willing to pay a 
nominal fee for sheet music. No audition 
is required. Hope to see you there!

Events&announcements scheduleannouncements schedule

Dan Beauregard
Program Coordinator

WILBRAHAM – It is the end 
of January, and winter recreation 
programs are in full swing, which 
can only mean one thing. It is time 
to register for Falcon Recreation 
Baseball! 

Recreation Baseball consists of 
our Tee-Ball program, Pinto Base-
ball (Grades 1/2), and our Grades 
3-8 Rec teams that are divided by 
Grades 3/4, 5/6 and 7/8. Grades 3-8 
Rec teams play in local leagues with 
teams from surrounding towns. 
Tee-Ball and Pinto will play in 
town along with teams from Hamp-
den. At all levels the fundamentals 
of hitting, fielding and throwing 
are taught and strengthened as the 

players’ progress throughout the 
season. For players in Grades 3-8, 
caregivers are encouraged to pro-
vide their child with their own bat-

ting helmet and required to provide 
their own glove.

Once the season starts, Tee-Ball 
will meet twice a week at Soule 
Road and Pinto Baseball will meet 
2-3 times per week at Soule Road 
or Memorial School. Grade 3/4 
plays at Memorial, while Grades 
5/6 and 7/8 play at Spec Pond and 
they all meet 3-4 times per week.  

Recreation Baseball registra-
tion is open Jan. 30 – Feb. 12, and 
you can register online at Wilbra-
hamrec.com or in the office located 
at 45C Post Office Park in Wilbra-
ham. Please note that all Hampden 
residents have to register with the 
Hampden Parks and Recreation. 

NOTE: To register for all of 
our programs and for more infor-
mation, please visit WilbrahamRec.
com.

This Week in Rec
Bobbi’s Senior Trips – 
Hampden 

HAMPDEN – The following senior trips are made 
available through the Hampden Senior Center. A minimum 
of 40 travelers are needed for any trip to run. All prices in-
clude a driver’s tip. Flyers are available at the senior center 
on Allen Street. Coach seat assigned as your $20 deposit is 
received (unless otherwise noted).

Please write a separate check to Bobbi for each trip; 
note trip name in the check memo.

 MARCH 28, Thursday – Newport Playhouse for “The 
Ladies Foursome”, lunch, show (a little golf, a lot of secrets), 
cabaret; $ 125 per person. Full Payment Due March 7.

APRIL 23-25, Tuesday – Thursday - Lancaster, Pa. 
Amish country tour; play “Daniel” at Sight ‘n’ Sound The-
ater; $100 per person, deposit due at sign-up; $539 per per-
son double; Full Payment due 3/15. Optional Cancellation 
Insurance. $49 per person.

MAY 7, Tuesday – Aqua Turf show with Debby Boone, 
family-style lunch; $131 per person. Full Payment Due 
April 19.

JULY 4, Thursday - Tanglewood lawn seats, James 
Taylor concert, fireworks; $ 100 per person. Full Payment 
Due June 7. 
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POST
Computer Systems

Repairs • Upgrades
New & Used Equipment • Trade-ins

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-5177 • www.pocosys.com

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses,  
home offices, family systems, mobile professionals and 

everyone in between is what separates POST from all the rest.

Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

Your Hometown Dry Cleaners
Family owned and operated since 1935

GET TO KNOW OUR
GREAT SERVICE

“We get 
stains out 

like it never 
happened.”

464 Main St., Wilbraham
Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm, Sat. 9am-1pm

Sun. closed

2 Convenient 
Locations

413-736-5476  •  parkcleaners413.com

262 Allen St., Springfield
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-3pm
Sun. 9am-2pm

Ask about 
special pricing 

for first 
responders

15% OFF 
DRY CLEANING 

when you 
pre-pay!

413-244-1943
A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research

Affordable Waste SolutionsAffordable Waste Solutions
Your Hometown Provider for 

Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Service

VIRUSES AND WORMS AND TROJANS, OH MY!

POST
Computer Systems

Repairs • Upgrades • New & Used Equipment • Trade-ins

POST Computer Systems specializes in:
• PC & Mac Service
• Repairs & Upgrades
• New and reconditioned computers, notebooks/laptops, 
 netbooks, tablets and peripherals
• Small Business Specialists
• Trade-ins, data recovery, networking, wireless setup, etc.

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095

413-596-5177
www.pocosys.com

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses, home offices, 
family systems, mobile professionals and everyone in between 

is what separates POST from all the rest.

POST Computer Systems, now in its 30th year of service to the 
Western Massachusetts community, owes its continued success to the strength, 

passion and vigilance of its service department.

Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

3.5” x 2”

MKT-5894N-A > edwardjones.com

Christopher O'Connor 
Financial Advisor

2141 Boston Rd Suite G 
Wilbraham, MA 01095 
413-596-6875

3.5” x 2”

MKT-5894N-A > edwardjones.com

Christopher O'Connor 
Financial Advisor

2141 Boston Rd Suite G 
Wilbraham, MA 01095 
413-596-6875

connection to the casino as well. So that’s 
about a $5,000 ask.”

Fourth is a main server the police sta-
tion uses for its video system, which would 
also control the cameras.

“In order for us to make the server to be 
robust enough to do all of the things that 
we want to do, we would need a server. A 
new server would go to 96 terabytes from 
84 terabytes, that’s about a $42,000 ask,” 
Lennon said.

Lastly is software to help redact videos, 
including faces and voices, for $9,500.

“So, where people are not involved in 
incidents of some capacity, we need to be 
able to redact that. We need the software to 
be able to do that,” Lennon said.

The total amount would be just under 
$137,000.

The move to approve the grant appli-
cation for fiscal year 2025 municipal com-
munity mitigation funds as proposed by 
Lennon passed 3-0.

BOARD from page 1

Tom Eisenman, GSHFH volunteer.
Additionally, new construction 

projects are built to meet the Special-
ized Opt-in Energy Code of Massa-
chusetts Stretch Energy Code. The 
code sets significantly higher require-
ments for heating and cooling loads, 
which can be responsible for 60% of a 
building’s energy use.

In November 2022, GSHFH began 
is most notable energy-efficient proj-
ect yet: an ICF home. A dedication 
ceremony celebrating the completion 
of construction will be held at 11am on 
Wednesday, Feb. 14, at 360 Chestnut 
St. in Holyoke. The project is a collab-
oration between the National Ready 
Mixed Concrete Association and Hab-
itat for Humanity International to build 
50 ICF homes across the country.

The insulated concrete forms are 
hollow foam blocks that are stacked 
into the shape of exterior walls of a 
building, reinforced with steel rebar, 

and filled with concrete. 
“Doing something different in 

construction is not easy,” said Gregg 
Lewis, chief communications officer 
at NRMCA. “Construction is hard 
enough when you’re doing the same 
thing day in and day out. Try to take on 
a new way of building and it’s really a 
huge deal.”

ICF combines one of the finest in-
sulating materials – expanded polysty-
rene (EPS) with one of the strongest 
structural building materials – steel re-
inforced concrete. The result is a wall 
system of unmatched comfort, energy 
efficiency and noise reduction. 

“The house will be quiet, even 
when it’s windy and stormy outside 
and it’ll stay nice and toasty inside,” 
said Steve Bogle, an Integraspec local 
distributor. 

Integraspec is the brand name of 
the foam blocks. Steve and his wife 
Cheryl, also an Integraspec distribu-
tor, worked with GSHFH in the early 
stages. 

Unlike a traditional wood frame 
house with sheathing, an ICF home 
offers several additional benefits to 
the builder and homeowner. The foam 
panels are made from recycled mate-
rial. ICF walls do not off-gas, where-
as conventional walls sheathed with 
oriented strand board (OSB) off-gas 
through glues and resin. ICF walls are 
resistant to mold and rot, which pro-
vides a better living environment for 
those suffering from allergens or asth-
ma. Also, due to the rising cost of lum-
ber, this method significantly reduces 
the need for wood for framing and 
sheathing the exterior and less trees 
are cut down. 

“We’re excited to have built a more 
energy-efficient, affordable home for 
one of our Habitat families,” Aimee 
said. 

To see pictures from the construc-
tion phase of the ICF build, visit habi-
tatspringfield.org/Holyoke.

HABITAT from page 7

Stuffed Animal Sleepover 
to occur Feb. 22-23

WILBRAHAM – Have you ever wondered what 
happens in the Wilbraham Public Library when it is 
closed? The WPL Teen Advisory Board announces their 
annual Stuffed Animal Sleepover on Thursday & Friday, 
Feb. 22-23 during school vacation week. Your child’s 
stuffed animal can spend the whole night in the library 
having fun. Children bring their stuffed animal to the li-
brary and our teens will help them fill out a “permission 
slip” for their stuffed animal, listen to a bedtime story 
and tuck their animal in for the night. In the morning, 
join us to make a craft, pick up your “stuffie” and see 
a slideshow of all the fun things the animals did over-
night! Starting on Feb. 1, sign up at the Children’s desk 
of the library or call 413-596-6141.

WPL announces Teen Cookie
Decorating: Super Mario/Nintendo 
workshop Feb. 20

WILBRAHAM – The Teen Department at the Wilbraham Public Li-
brary announces a Teen Cookie Decorating: Super Mario/Nintendo work-
shop during winter vacation on Tuesday, Feb. 20 from 3 – 4 p.m. 

In this Royal Icing Cookie Decorating Workshop, teens in grades 6 
- 12 will be taught to use a method called “flooding” and other special-
ized techniques to make four unique cookie designs. The four cookie de-
signs will be based on the Super Mario video game and Nintendo. Mandy 
Roberge of Wicked Good Henna will teach this workshop.

All supplies will be provided.  This program is  free  to attend  and 
sponsored by the Wilbraham Friends of the Library. Online registration 
is required as  space is limited.  Register at  www.wilbrahamlibrary.org, 
“Events”, “Teens”, or call the library at 413-596-6141.

TWB Clothing 
Drive

HAMPDEN – The Transition 
Program at Thornton Burgess 
School, at 85 Wilbraham Road, 
Hampden, is accepting new or 
gently used winter clothing for all 
ages to benefit St. Jude’s Clothing 
Center in Holyoke. 

Donations will be accepted 
from Feb. 5 – 16. 
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erations amongst each other or even spoken 
to each other at all about it. I understand and 
appreciate the need for transparency and 
openness, but this is one occasion where it 
makes it very difficult to have a frank and 
honest discussion about something that’s so 
important to a town the size of Hampden,” 
Davenport said. 

Rivest said that the town was lucky to 
have three qualified candidates interview. 
He noted that Caputo interviewed first and 
is excellent with finance. 

“He’s taken on capital projects and has 
experience there. He had a lot of financial 
experience. I’m not sure if he had quite as 
much of the TA experience that would fit the 
town,” Rivest said. 

Domina interviewed second. Rivest 
complimented his understanding of the 
town administrator position, as he comes 
from a town very similar to Hampden in 
how it’s structured. 

“(Domina has) worked a lot on similar 
projects in Whately that Hampden has com-
ing up, is very knowledgeable and comfort-
able writing grants, understands and has 
knowledge of IT, prefers a collaborative en-
vironment and has regional planning experi-
ence in his previous job,” Rivest said. 

McNutt interviewed third. Rivest was 
fond of his extensive experience in munic-
ipal government, his open-door policy and 
his comprehension of the budgeting process. 

“He has a very good understanding of 
the TA position, has participated in collec-
tive bargaining and contract negotiations, 
has experience in economic develppment, 
has knowledge and is comfortable writing 
grants as well and has been part of a master 
plan writing process.” 

Ultimately, Rivest said there was one 
candidate who would be the best fit for 
Hampden, and that is Domina. Rivest was 
pleased that Domina comes from a similar 
government structure. 

“After reading the resumes and watching 
the interviews again and then taking the in-
put from the town departments, I personally 
feel that Brian Domina would be the best fit 
based on everything presented,” Rivest said. 

Flynn credited Rivest for detailing the 
experience of each candidate. Before decid-

ing, Flynn watched each candidate on tele-
vision and community programs because 
he felt that spoke a lot to how they would 
interact with the board and distribute infor-
mation. 

“I think it’s fair to say about the three 
candidates, if only one of them had applied, 
we could have made it work,” Flynn said. 
“We would not be disappointed if we took 
any of them.” 

Like Rivest, however, one candidate 
stood out to Flynn. That was Domina. 

“They all had good resumes in different 
parts, but I do agree with (Rivest) that one 
candidate had a fit that was better for the 
Town of Hampden,” Flynn said. “When I 
watch Whately and watch their Select Board 
meetings, they’re talking about everything 
we’re talking about… I do think one stood 
out from the other two. My vote would be 
for Mr. Domina.” 

Davenport joked that “I tormented my 
bride for about 10 days” before she finally 
gave him some advice: don’t let the very 
good get in the way of the perfect.

“It was a good point. I thought all the 
candidates were great and went back and 
forth for a long time. I too would think that 
Mr. Domina would be a good fit for the 
town,” Davenport said.

The Interview Process
Domina’s interview lasted just over 45 

minutes, during which the Selectmen asked 
a variety of questions. Domina began by 
noting that, as town administrator for What-
ely, he does many of the tasks that the town 
administrator does in Hampden. 

“I wear a lot of hats actually because 
it’s a smaller town,” Domina said. “I run 
the day-to-day operations of the town on 
behalf of the Select Board. I work with the 
Finance Committee for municipal planning 
budgeting; I’m the chief procurement offi-
cer there.”

Prior to being employed by Whately, 
Domina worked on the Berkshire Regional 
Planning Board in Pittsfield, which he said 
is the equivalent to the Pioneer Valley Plan-
ning Commission. While he started as an 
unpaid intern, he rose the ranks to a senior 
position before moving on. 

“I did a lot of work with planning 
boards, zoning wards, did work on zoning 

bylaws, economic development, those types 
of things,” Domina said. 

Before working for the planning com-
mission, Domina graduated from the Elisa-
beth Haub School of Law at Pace University 
in 2008. In 2004, he graduated from North-
eastern University with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Criminal Justice. 

Domina said Whately is a small town 
with approximately 1,600 people, or three 
times less than the size of Hampden. When 
asked why he applied for the position, he 
said he is looking for his next career move.

“For my next career move, I’d like to go 
to a bigger smaller town. I’m more com-
fortable in smaller towns. That’s just what I 
gravitate towards; that’s what I’m used to,” 
Domina said. 

Domina noted that Whately’s govern-
ment is very similar to Hampden’s, fea-
turing a three-person Select Board, open 
town meetings, a town administrator and a 
finance committee. 

As town administrator, he managed a 
$1.8 million historic rehab of the old Whate-
ly town hall through grant and CPA funding. 
He said he is “absolutely” comfortable grant 
writing and has had “pretty good” experi-
ence landing grants. 

During his career, Domina has landed 
EPA Brownfields Program grants, Green 
Communities Grants, Municipal Vulnerabil-
ity Preparedness program grants, Complete 
Streets grants and Municipal Small Bridge 
Program grants among others. 

Domina said much of his work consists 
of day-to-day check-ins. He said he doesn’t 
like to micromanage people but does enjoy 
knowing what’s going on, as conversations 
and communication are key to serving in the 
role.

“If we’re having issues, I would like to 
know about them,” Domina said. “I have an 
open-door policy because it’s a collabora-
tive working environment, and everybody 
needs to work together to (achieve) the com-
mon goal.”

Domina is also well-versed with IT and 
completes a lot of the computer replace-
ments and software installations required 
for computers or printers. Whately uses 
Microsoft 365, and Domina is the adminis-
trator. 

Domina stressed the importance of 

working for the Select Board, which meets 
twice a month or as necessary in Whately. 

“I work at the direction of the Select 
Board,” he said. “I like to think over the 
seven-plus years I’ve been there that they’ve 
come to trust and allow me to do things. I 
think our understanding is if it’s in the gen-
eral direction of the way the board wants to 
go then I have latitude to do that.” 

Board chairs in Whately submit budgets 
to Domina, and he meets with the town’s Fi-
nance Committee six to eight times during 
the budget season. 

When asked about conflict management, 
Domina said listening is key. Even if action 
can’t be taken, people appreciate feeling as 
if their side of an argument has at least been 
heard. 

Domina does not have collective bar-
gaining experience, as there are no unions 
in Whately’s municipal government. When 
asked how he would approach negotiations, 
he responded. 

“My role would be to put together a 
good team and to make sure that town coun-
sel is involved and whoever else from the 
town that needs to be involved is. I would 
educate myself about the process and about 
what have been the results of recent collec-
tive bargaining from nearby towns,” Domi-
na said.

Domina’s commute to Hampden takes 
about 41 minutes. Having grown up in 
Western Massachusetts, he enjoys the area. 

Domina said his view of the town ad-
ministrator role is different from a tradition-
al view. 

“I think that the town administrator 
should be a resource for all boards and com-
mittees. Obviously, you work with the Se-
lect Board primarily and run the day-to-day 
operations, but I talk a lot with the Planning 
Board, Zoning Board, get a lot of meeting 
and procedural questions,” Domina said. “I 
think it’s important in a small town to have 
those extra skills to really help run the town 
because if it’s a five-minute or 10-min-
ute discussion so there’s not a lawsuit five 
months from now, it’s definitely time well 
spent. I take that role seriously. You want a 
small legal budget; that’s for sure.”
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HAMPDEN – The following 
programs will occur at or through 
the Hampden Senior Center on Al-
len Street. 

Irish Dance with Phil
Six-week session on Fridays

Begins Friday, Feb. 2 at 1 p.m.
Get your dancing shoes on and 

get ready for some Saint Paddy’s 
Day fun!

Learn Irish dance moves with 
Phil. Right from Ireland herself, 
you could not ask for a better 
teacher.

Her Irish brogue comes at no 
extra cost to you. The cost is $30 
for the session when paid in full, 
or $6 per class. Please call 566-
5588 to sign up.

Create a Greeting
Card with Ellie!

Monday, Feb. 5, 1-3 p.m. 
Come and discover endless 

possibilities for creating your own 
personal greeting cards. 

Meet new friends and learn 
new techniques each month.

The cost is $3.00 per person; 
all materials are provided.

Please call 566-5588 to reserve 
your seat, space is limited.

Grab & Go Super Bowl Dinner 
Friday, Feb. 9, pick up from 

2-2:30 p.m. 
Get ready for game day! Eat it 

tonight or hold it over till Sunday.
Meatball Grinder, Pasta Salad, 

Chips, and Dessert.

The cost is $5 per person. 
Please call 566-5588 starting Feb-
ruary 2nd to order your dinner. 

Celebrate Mardi Gras (Fat 
Tuesday) with us!

Tuesday, Feb. 13, 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
Stop by for a free Donut Dip 

donut and coffee.
Please call 566-5588 to let us 

know you’ll be joining us.
Sponsored by Jason Burgener, 

our Veteran Service Officer.

Valentine Lunch
Wednesday, Feb. 14 at Noon
Entertainment provided by 

Freddie Marion.
Come and enjoy a delicious 

meal of Baked Ziti provided by 
Village Food Mart, tossed salad 
provided by The Reserve at East 
Longmeadow, and a scrumptious 
dessert prepared by your senior 
center staff.

The cost is $5 per person. 
Please call 566-5588 starting Feb-
ruary 2nd to reserve your seat. 
Space is limited.

Sponsored by the Reserve at 
East Longmeadow and Village 
Food Mart.

You’ve Got Mail 
Joe Green will teach a three-

part class on the use of email.
Wednesdays from 9-9:45 a.m. 

starting March 6, 13 and 20.

Part 1: Getting started with 
Email - Setting up an account 

Part 2:Using Email (sending 
and receiving emails)

Part 3: Tips & Tricks

Bring your own personal de-
vice; laptop, tablet, or mobile 
phone fully charged. 

Sessions are free. Please call 
566-5588 to sign up. Space is lim-
ited.

 
Winter Weather Advisory
Remember to watch channels 

22 and 40 for information about 
cancellations. 

Watch For Hampden Senior 
Center And Greater Springfield 
Senior Services For Information.

Sand for Seniors
Now through April 2024 the 

Hampden Fire Department and 
Hampden Senior Center will work 
together to manage the Sand for 
Seniors program. This program is 
available for anyone over the age 
of 60 living in Hampden. The Fire 
Department will deliver a FREE 
five-gallon bucket of sand to your 
home for you to use on your steps 
and walkways.  

If you wish to have a bucket of 
sand delivered, please call the Se-
nior Center at 566-5588 and leave 
a message with your name, ad-
dress, phone #, and the location of 
the property where you would like 
the bucket delivered. If we need 
additional information we will call 
you back, otherwise, you’re all set! 

  Thanks to the Hampden Fire 

Department for continuing this 
great program!

Hampden Resident
Emergency Fuel Fund

The Fuel Fund is available to 
any Hampden resident who is in 
a heating crisis. A resident must 
have received a shut-off notice 
from the electric company, have 
less than a quarter of a tank of oil, 
or be in another emergency heat-
ing situation.

Please call Wendy at 566-5588 
for more information or to sched-
ule an appointment. 

All information provided is 
confidential. 

The Hampden Emergency Fuel 
Fund is made available through 
private donations throughout the 
year. We are so grateful for the 
support of this valuable program.

WARMING HEARTS 
PROGRAM for Homebound 

Older Adults in Hampden
Do you know an older adult in 

Hampden who is homebound and 
could use some mid-winter cheer?  

Our warming hearts deliveries 
are a small way for us to let people 
know we are thinking of them and 
that we are here should they need 
anything. Deliveries will include 
soups, treats, games, and more and 
will take place during the month of 
February.  

Interested in delivering? Call 
Wendy at 566-5588.

Help Us Stock Our Shelves 
With Liquid Dish Soap!

Thank you to those who donat-
ed liquid tissues last month. Every 
month we will target a different 
item to fill our shelves to provide 
non-food items to SNAP recipi-
ents.

Meet your Veteran Service Offi-
cer, Jason Burgener

Wednesday, Feb. 7 at 9:30 a.m. at 
the Hampden Senior Center.
Coffee and light refreshments 

will be provided.
Jason is available on Wednes-

days from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
Hampden Townhouse auditorium.

Please call Jason directly at 
413-640-0540 to schedule an ap-
pointment.

D & R Winter Farm Share
PICK-UP is on Wednesdays, Feb. 

7 & 21 at 9:30 a.m.
D & R Farm is offering fresh 

produce twice a month FREE with 
SNAP/HIP if you qualify.

If you do not qualify for SNAP/
HIP, you may purchase a share for 
$40 per month. 

New applications are required. 
If interested, please contact Wen-
dy to get your application in! 
Please let us know if you need 
your shares delivered. Shares are 
limited.

Please call Wendy at 566-5588, 
or email outreach@hampdenma.
gov to sign up.

Highlights for February and beyond at the Hampden Senior Center
SENIORS
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SPORTS
Girls Swimming wins league title

WILBRAHAM – Last Friday 
evening, Minnechaug girls swim-
ming defeated rival Longmeadow 
102-84. The victory gave the Falcons 

the league title for season. Alayna 
Lucas won a pair of events, taking 
the 50 freestyle and 100 freestyle 
for the Falcons. The boys swimming 

team also defeated Longmeadow 93-
79. Jackson Pouliot won the 50 and 
100 freestyle events.

Jonas Kefalas makes his way across the pool. Sawyer Lisowski competes in the fly stroke event.

Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande
Kay Dickson is about halfway down with a lap.

Chris Capen also almost across. Teammates cheer on Abby Dean. Gabby Harding dives in to start an event.

Falcons edge
Westfield to keep 
playoff hopes going

WEST SPRINGFIELD – The Minnechaug Region-
al High School hockey team defeated Westfield 2-1 in 
Berry Division action last week. Minnechaug got goals 
from Tristen Hortin and Brayden O’Sullivan as the Fal-
cons made it to 7-7 on the season. A .500 record will get 
Minnechaug in the state tournament.

Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande
Matthew Beaudin waits for the faceoff.

Brayden O’Sullivan clears the puck away.

Tim Harrigan corrals the loose puck.

Ethan Kelliher tries to block a pass. Jake Moore works around an opponent.
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Big early run paces Falcons

CHICOPEE – Last Monday night, Minnechaug girls 
basketball got off to a great start, going on a 13-1 en route 
to a 60-29 win over host Chicopee. The Falcons spread 
the ball around, with 11 different players scoring points 
in the game. Lylah Jeannotte, Elizabeth Woytowicz, Lyr-
ic Nelson, and Ava Ofcarcik scored eight points each. 
Chicopee got 11 points from Giana Garcia. The Falcons 
are now 10-2 and head for tournament while Chicopee 
fell to 1-11 on the regular season.

Kelly Cronin watches her shot head for the hoop. Ava Manning tries to come down the rebound.

Maddy Giroux 
goes for the 
easy layup.

Cailin O’Brien 
attempts a 
free throw.

Ava 
Ofcarcik 
makes 
a pass 
inside.

Turley photos
by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

rdrago@turley.com

Tuesday Night
Commercial Elks League 

PALMER – The Tuesday Night 
Commercial Elks League returned to 
bowling after missing games on Jan. 
16 due to weather.

The standings as of Jan. 9, The 
Champs R Here are in first place 
with a record of 17.5 wins and 6.5 
losses. Team BK is in second place 
with a record of 17-7. Acres are in 
third place with a record of 15-9. In 
fourth place, Life is Good has a re-
cord of 14-10. 

The winners of round one, Com-
pression, are in fifth place with a re-
cord of 13.5-10.5. Last in Line and 
the Blue B’s are tied for last place at 
9-15. 

Acres bowled against Last in 
Line. In game one, Acres won the 
first game by a score of 384-354. 
Kenny Trudel of Acres led the team 
and scored 118 the first game. In 

game two, Acres won again by a 
score of 386-356. Trudel continued 
bowling above his league average 
and bowled a 108 in game two. 

In game three, Last in Line won 
the last game 388-381. Acres won 
total pinfall by a final score of 1151-
1098. Trudel finished with evening 
with a 96 and three-game series of 
322. 

Compression bowled against 
the Blue B’s. In game one, the Blue 
B’s won the first game 353-347. In 
game two, The Blue B’s won again 
by a score of 371-362. Thai Bui of 
Blue B’s had a great game well over 
his league average (78) by bowling 
a 120. 

In game three, Compression won 
the last game 356-349. Jason Domi-
nick of Compression led his team the 
last game by finishing up the evening 
with a 104 game. The Blue B’s won 
total pinfall by a final score of 1073-
1065. 

Thursday Night Mixed League 
The Thursday Night Mixed 

League bowled their last league 
night in the month of January. 

In one match, Team Four bowled 
against Team Two. In game one, 
Team Four was the victor by a score 
of 390-365. In game two, Team Two 
won by a score of 381-362. Game 
three was a close game between the 
two teams, but Team Two prevailed 
in a two point victory, 403-401. 

Nicholas Maslon of Team Four 
finished the evening with a 104. 
Team Four won total pinfall by a fi-
nal score of 1193-1189. 

Another match was between 
Team Three and Team Six. In game 
one, Team Six was the victor by a 
score of 402-393. Jesse Danek of 
Team Three started off the evening 
with a 107. In game two, Team Six 
won again 414-382. 

In game three, Team Six won the 
last game 422-370 for a three-game 
sweep. Dan Mahoney of Team Six 
finished the night with a 122 game. 
Mahoney also bowled a 92 in the 
first and a 105 in the second to score 
a 319 series. 

Team Six won total pinfall by a 
final score of 1238-1145. 

Candlepin League News Western Mass.
Baseball Hall
announces new class

HOLYOKE – The Western Massachusetts Baseball 
Hall of Fame has announced the 11th annual class to be 
inducted on March 7, 2024 at Twin Hills Country Club:

Jeff Reardon:   Reardon is a 16-year MLB relief 
pitcher, four-time All-Star, and 1987 World Series cham-
pion (Twins).  He notched 367 saves over the course of 
his career, ranking 12th on the MLB all-time saves list.  
He pitched for five different teams during his big league 
career (Mets, Expos, Twins, Red Sox, and Yankees).   
Reardon grew up in Western Massachusetts, graduating 
from Wahconah High School in Dalton.

Mark Simeone:   Entering his 28th season as Head 
Coach of Springfield College’s baseball team, Simeone 
has compiled 484 victories during his tenure.  He grew 
up in Northampton, graduating from Northampton High 
School in 1982.  In addition to coaching at Springfield 
College, Simeone played outfield from 1982-87 under 
Charles Roys (Class of 2022 Western Massachusetts 
Baseball Hall of Fame inductee).

Bob Taylor:   A current and longtime resident of 
Springfield, Taylor played 16 professional baseball 
seasons. He reached the major leagues in 1970, where 
he appeared in 63 games for the San Francisco Giants 
alongside Willie Mays and Willie McCovey.   Taylor 

Please see BASEBALL, page 9
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played for San Francisco’s Double-A affiliate, the Spring-
field Giants, in 1965.

Don Strange:  Strange, a Springfield native, played col-
lege baseball at UMass Amherst from 1987-89.   He then 
enjoyed an eight-year professional baseball career, reach-
ing Triple-A while with the Atlanta Braves system.   Don 
joins his brother, Pat (Class of 2021) in the Western Massa-
chusetts Baseball Hall of Fame.

Earl Lorden:   Lorden served as Head Coach at Turn-
ers Falls before taking the helm as Head Coach at UMass 
Amherst from 1948-1966.  He won 189 games during this 
span, ranking third on UMass’s all-time wins list.  Lorden 
was a continuous supporter of UMass baseball until his 
passing in 1984 at the age of 87.

1942 Turners Falls State Championship Team:  A true 
underdog team of 15 players that won the 1942 Massachu-
setts State Championship well before population-based 
divisions were instituted. Their undefeated regular season 
was shortened by gas rationing during World War II before 
defeating Arlington in the championship game at Fenway 
Park by a score of 5-4.  The team induction coincides with 
the individual induction of their head coach, Earl Lorden.

Ron Chimelis (Garry Brown Sports Media Award):  A 
long time columnist and sports reporter for the Springfield 
Republican, Chimelis served as Red Sox beat reporter 
during their 2004, 2007, and 2013 World Series champion-
ship seasons.  He will be the second recipient of the Garry 
Brown Award, the first of which was posthumously award-
ed to Garry Brown in 2023.

T-Birds offense scores 
big over Checkers

SPRINGFIELD – The Springfield Thunderbirds (20-
17-3-2) dominated for much of the night in a 6-1 win 
over the Charlotte Checkers (20-17-4-0) on Saturday 
night before a sellout crowd of 6,793 at the MassMutual 
Center.

The T-Birds jumped to a first-period lead for a second 
straight evening, this time just 3:37 into game action. 
Mathias Laferriere spun away from a defender to gain 
entry on the right-wing side. Mikhail Abramov raced up 
the middle of the ice, catching a perfect pass from Lafer-
riere and lifting a shot into the top shelf behind Charlotte 
netminder Ludovic Waeber, making it 1-0 on his eighth 
goal of the season.

After not facing much action in the opening half of 
the period, Springfield goaltender Malcolm Subban got 
infinitely busier in the closing minutes, as the T-Birds 
killed off two Charlotte power plays, including 28 sec-
onds’ worth of 5-on-3 time. Subban shined, with point-
blank saves off Gerry Mayhew and Rasmus Asplund 
sticking out in a 10-save opening frame.

After the goal by Abramov, Waeber also settled in, 
and the Checkers’ third-ranked penalty kill also de-
nied Springfield on two power plays as the two clubs’ 
man-advantage units continued to scuffle.

For a second consecutive evening, Charlotte got 
an equalizer in the early stages of period two. Patrick 
Khodorenko approached the net and bashed home a re-
bound through Subban’s legs after Patrick Giles had his 
initial try denied by the goaltender. The goal came just 
44 seconds into the period to tie the score, 1-1.

However, like Friday night, the tie score would be 
short-lived. A Matt Kiersted penalty sent Springfield’s 
power play back to work, and just 32 seconds after the 
Khodorenko tally, Hugh McGing got his first goal since 
Nov. 24, ramming home a wide shot from Laferriere that 
skipped off the end boards right in front of the goal on 
the left side. 

With the lead back in their possession, the T-Birds 
would not relinquish it. Subban made a crucial 2-on-1 
save on Checkers captain Zac Dalpe, and moments after 
another Springfield penalty kill, at 10:22 of the period, 
Hunter Skinner stepped into a one-time drop pass from 
Zach Bolduc and saw it ricochet off a Charlotte stick and 
behind Waeber to make it 3-1. It was Skinner’s first goal 
as a Thunderbird.

Laferriere’s night was far from over, as he stepped 
over the left-wing side and roofed a heavy snap shot 
through Waeber at 14:00, and in less than four minutes, 
the lead grew to 4-1.

Things would not get any better for the Checkers 
in the third. Ryan Suzuki pounced on a loose puck in 
the slot after a Jakub Vrana pass to Bolduc caromed off 
Waeber’s pad right into the slot area. Suzuki also found 
the top corner, advancing the lead to 5-1 on his third goal 
of the season.

Will Bitten would round out the scoring with his sec-
ond point of the night, cashing in on a 2-on-1 after an 
initial shot from Bolduc bounced off Waeber’s left pad 
and right onto Bitten’s tape. Subban got himself back 
into the win column, making 29 saves in securing his 
ninth win of the year.

Including the postseason, Springfield is now 10-1-0-0 
in its last 11 games against Charlotte inside the Thunder-
dome, and with the two-game sweep, the T-Birds leaped 
ahead of Charlotte in the Atlantic Division standings.

BASEBALL  from page 16

WORCESTER – The Railers fell 
4-2 to the Trois-Rivieres Lions to 
wrap up a home three-in-three week-
end.

The Railers found themselves in 
an early hole. They were behind, 1-0, 
less than four minutes after the open-
ing faceoff and never led.

Lions goaltender Zachary Emond, 
facing Worcester for the first time in 
his career, was excellent in net with 
34 stops. Several were very timely, 
too. But, the Railers just did not fin-
ish well.

“It was a combination of both,” 
is how coach Jordan Smotherman 
described his team’s lack of goals. 
“He made some good saves but often 
times we don’t find those pucks lay-
ing around the net. There were a lot of 
rebounds and the drive has not been 
there this year to put those in the back 

of the net.”
The two pucks that did find the 

back of the net were shot by Jack 
Quinlivan and Blade Jenkins. The 
Lions got goals from Nolan Yarem-
ko, Nicolas Guay, Jakov Novak — 
his 19th of the season — and Cedric 
Montminy into an empty net.

Ken Appleby stopped 31 of 34 
shots on the night for Worcester.

Yaremko scored at 3:43 of the 
first period. Quinlivan tied it at 7:12 
of the second on a rebound of a play 
he set up with hard work down the 
left wing. It was his first goal of the 
season, third as a pro and first at the 
DCU Center.

Guay converted a 4 on 3 power 
play at 1:33 of the third then Jenkins 
tied it again with a wraparound at 
4:53. Novak scored a scrambly goal 
for what proved to be the winner at 

11:10.
The opposition seems to be 

getting more scrambly goals than 
Worcester these days.

“Those are earned over time,” 
Smotherman said, “when you dissect 
them you realize they’re self-inflict-
ed.”

The game was a lively one that 
featured 51 minutes worth of pen-
alties including a fighting major to 
Artyom Kulakov and a game mis-
conduct for abuse of officials to Zach 
White.

The loss dropped Worcester into 
fifth place in the North Division, at 
least in terms of points. The Railers 
are fourth in winning percentage but 
can’t see to find the traction to get 
themselves a little breathing room.

Campus 
N o t e s

Wilbraham students named to 
AIC Dean’s List

SPRINGFIELD – American International 
College in Springfield is pleased to announce 
that 451 students have been named to the Dean’s 
List for the fall 2023 semester. Dean’s List stu-
dents attend full-time and have achieved a 3.3 to 
4.0 GPA. The following Dean’s List students are 
from Wilbraham: 

Joseph Albano, majoring in Sports and Recre-
ation Management

Jacob Smith, majoring in Criminal Justice
Gabrielle Williams, majoring in International 

Business

Edwards named to the College of 
Charleston Dean’s List
(Distinguished)

CHARLESTON, S.C. – Ella Edwards, of Wil-
braham, was named to the College of Charleston 
Fall 2023 Dean’s List (Distinguished). Edwards 
has not decided her major. 

To qualify for Dean’s List (Distinguished), 
students must earn a GPA of 3.500 or higher and 
complete a minimum of 12 semester hours.

Elms College announces Dean’s 
List for Fall 2023

CHICOPEE – The College of Our Lady of 
the Elms has named the following students to the 
Dean’s List for the Fall 2023 semester.

Hampden: Annaleise Feldott
Wilbraham: Audriana Croteau, Grace 

Dineen, Malwina Gorzynska, Anna Kierkla, Isa-
bell Melendez and Olivia Skoczylas

James Madison University 
announces Dean’s List

HARRISONBURG, Va. – James Madison 
University is pleased to announce that the fol-
lowing students made the Dean’s List for the Fall 
2023 semester.

Ryan Lucarelle, of Wilbraham, is majoring in 
Finance - BBA.

Aleksei Mendrala, of Wilbraham, is majoring 
in Health Services Administration - BS.

Wilbraham resident graduates 
from James Madison University

HARRISONBURG, Va. – Aleksei Mendra-
la, of Wilbraham, graduated with a degree(s) in 
Health Services Administration - BS from James 
Madison University during commencement exer-
cises in December 2023.

Mendrala was among more than 1,000 students 
who received undergraduate and graduate degrees.

Menard, of Wilbraham, achieves 
President’s List honors at Nichols 
College

DUDLEY – Maresa Menard, of Wilbraham, is 
one of more than 215 students who achieved Pres-
ident’s List honors during the fall 2023 semester at 
Nichols College.

President’s List recognizes those students who 
achieve high grades during a single semester. Stu-
dents whose semester average is 3.85 or higher 
for at least 12 undergraduate credit-hours and no 
grades below B- will receive President’s List hon-
ors.

Ardolino, of Wilbraham, named to 
Springfield College Dean’s List

SPRINGFIELD – Springfield College has 
named Amir Ardolino, of Wilbraham, to the 
Dean’s List for academic excellence for the 2023 
fall semester. Ardolino has a primary major of 
Sport Management.

Wilb. students named to Dean’s 
List at University of Alabama 

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. – A total of 13,950 stu-
dents enrolled during Fall Semester 2023 at The 
University of Alabama were named to the Dean’s 
List  with an academic record of 3.5 (or above). 
The following Dean’s List students are from Wil-
braham: Aidan Duquette and John Robinson.

O’Brien named to University of 
Minnesota Duluth Dean’s List

DULUTH, Minn. – The University of Minne-
sota Duluth has announced its Dean’s List for Fall 
Semester 2023. Students on the Dean’s List have 
achieved a grade point average of 3.50 or high-
er while earning a minimum of 12 letter-graded 
credits.

Marykate O’Brien, a junior from Wilbraham 
earned Dean’s List honors. She is a student in the 
Labovitz School of Bus & Econ, studying Busi-
ness Analytics.

Hampden, Wilbraham students 
named to URI Dean’s List  

KINGSTON, R.I. – The University of Rhode 
Island is pleased to announce the Fall 2023 Dean’s 
List. Students named to the Dean’s List repre-
sent nearly all of Rhode Island’s cities and towns, 
all six New England states, New York and New 
Jersey, and many other states and countries. The 
following students are from Hampden and Wilbra-
ham. 

Hampden: Tommy Leary
Wilbraham: Zack Capen, Sara Coughlin, 

Emma Cowles, Cailyn Doyle, Hannah Fopp, Lilly 
Grono, Morgan Sanborn and Anna Youmell

Loss puts Railers in fifth place
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Classifieds
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12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

HEAVY QUILTED MOVING blan-
kets. 413-238-5966.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
3X SNOWBLOWER for 42” Cub 
Cadet Tractor includes chains, rear 
weights, and usage books. Used two 
times. Paid $1680. 413-238-5966.

4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 
3 sets of tires with rims 15”, ’94 Jeep 
Wrangler for parts only. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

A DUMP TRUCK
Cleaning out attics, cellars, garages, 
estate cleanouts, scrap metal removal. 
413-569-1611 or 413-374-5377.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

NAWROCKI HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

Kitchens, bathrooms, replacement 
windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237-
2250 Mark

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

MEDIATION
MEDIATION UNRESOLVED DIS-
PUTE? Try no-risk ZOOM resolu-
tion. Pay only if satisfied. Certified 
mediator Jeffrey Allard MD, JD. Email: 
manomed@live.com or text 413-
544-8998.

PAINTING
RETIRED GUY

Will paint an average size room for 
$200. Quality work. References avail-
able. Dave 413-323-6858.

WE DO LLC Painting interior, exteri-
or and drywall repair. Resident expoxy 
flooring. We treat your home like our 
own homes. Fully licensed and insured. 
Call WE DO today for a free estimate 
ask for Mac (413)344-6883

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING
SNOW PLOWING

Residential, commercial and business. 
413-388-5854

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

FOR SALE FOR SALE SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20242024

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

WE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds. 

Our 
Classifieds
Get Results!

Buying? Selling?
$$

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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Town of Hampden
Notice of Public Hearing

The Hampden Planning 
Board will hold a Public 
Hearing on Wednesday, 
February 14, 2024, at 6:30 
PM in the Town House, 625 
Main Street, Hampden, MA 
on the application of Vincent 
and Meggie DeCesare for a 
Special Permit under Section 
6.1, 6.11 (1) of the Hampden 
Zoning Bylaw to allow 
the construction of a pri-
vate garage which exceeds, 
in aggregate area, a square 
footage which is more than 
one half (1/2) the ground 
floor area of the main dwell-
ing including any attached 
garage, at the DeCesare res-
idence located at 17 Potash 
Hill Lane. Information related 
to this application is on file 
in the Town Clerk’s Office 
and is available for review 
by the public during nor-
mal business hours. For the 
Board, Madison Pixley, Chair, 
Hampden Planning Board.
01/25, 02/01/2024

Town of Wilbraham
LEGAL NOTICE

The Wilbraham Conser-
vation Commission will 
hold a public meeting on 
Monday, February 12, 
2024 at 6:00 PM at the 
Wilbraham Town Hall, 240 
Springfield Street, on the 
Request for Determination 
of Applicability filed by 

Jerome Gagliarducci under 
the Massachusetts Wetlands 
Protection Act and the 
Wilbraham Wetlands Bylaw. 
The request is to determine 
whether the area depicted on 
plans submitted is subject 
to the Wilbraham Wetland 
Bylaw and the Wetlands 
Protection Act. The proper-
ty is located at 2407 & 2417 
Boston Road. Information 
relating to this application is 
on file with the Conservation 
Commission. 

Christopher Brown, 
Chairman

02/01/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD24P0141EA
Estate of:

Susan Clara Donoghue
Date of Death: 11/21/2023 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Probate  of  Wi l l  wi th 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Deborah Slavin of 
Mount Pleasant, SC request-
ing that the Court enter a for-

mal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Deborah Slavin of 
Mount Pleasant, SC be 
appo in t ed  a s  Pe r sona l 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
02/20/2024.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-

vised administration is not 
re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: January 23, 2024 

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

02/02/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD24C0023CA 
In the matter of: 

Jennifer Rose 
Haley-Johnson

CITATION ON PETITION 
TO CHANGE NAME
A Petition to Change 

Name of Adult has been filed 
by Jennifer Rose Haley-
Johnson of Wilbraham, MA 
requesting that the court enter 
a Decree changing their name 
to: 

Jennifer Rose Haley
 IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for 

purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appear-
ance at: Hampden Probate 
and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 02/19/2024.

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appear-
ance if you object to this pro-
ceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date:  January 22, 2024 

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

02/01/2024

WILBRAHAM 
CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE

Town of Wilbraham
The Wilbraham Conser-

vation Commission will 
hold a public meeting on 
Monday, February 12, 
2024 at 6:15 PM at the 
Wilbraham Town Hall, 240 
Springfield Street on the 
Request for Determination 
of Applicability filed by 
the Massachusetts Electric 
Company to  determine 
whether  the  ac t iv i t ies /
area depicted on submit-
ted plans is subject to the 
Wetlands Protection Act 
and the Wilbraham Wetland 

Bylaw.  Work includes the 
installation of 2 new utili-
ty poles and removal of 10 
trees that are within the 100ft 
Buffer Zone to Inland Bank/
Bordering Vegetated Wetlands 
and 200ft Riverfront Area to 
Big Brook on Monson Road. 
Information relating to this 
application is on file with the 
Conservation Commission. 

Christopher Brown, 
Chairman

02/01/2024

Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS   ❙   SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

AUTO PARTS
4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 
3 sets of tires with rims 15”, ’94 Jeep 
Wrangler for parts only. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

BEAUTIFUL RED FLAT COATED 
six month old female mini golden doo-
dle. Looks like small retriever without 
the shedding. Loves people, loves to 
play. All vaccines up to date. $350 to 
a loving family. Call Kelsey 413-218-
1294.

ASSISTANT TOWN 
ACCOUNTANT

The Town of Palmer is seeking appli-
cants for the full-time position of Assis-
tant Town Accountant.
The applicant should have a working 
knowledge of accounting theory and 
accrual concepts along with strong 
organizational, interpersonal, and ana-
lytical skills as well as experience with 
Microsoft Office.  Previous experience 
using MUNIS accounting software is 
a plus. Complete job description can 
be found at https://townofpalm-
er.com/jobs. Please e-mail a cover 
letter and resume to gpotter@town-
ofpalmer.com or via mail to the 
Town Accountant’s Office at 4417 Main 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  This posi-
tion will remain open until filled.
The Town of Palmer is an EOE/AA 
employer.

The Norcross Wildlife Foundation in 
Wales is looking for a part-time (16 
hours/week) ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT to assist with opera-
tions and office management duties.  
For a full job description, please visit 
www.norcrosswildlife.org or 
email dgugliotti@norcrosswild-
life.org. 

FOR RENT
$925 LUDLOW. Quiet 1 bedroom, 
2nd floor, open  kitchen/living room. 
Parking, on-site laundry. Utilities not 
included. No smoking, no pets. 413-
543-3062.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col-
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing-
ly accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

PETSSERVICES REAL ESTATE

A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS
All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your job openings 
in our classifieds section.

WE GET RESULTS!
Call 1-413-283-8393

PUBLIC NOTICE

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

SPRINGFIELD – Women, high 
school age and above, are invited to at-
tend Women in Community’s “The Joy in 
Jesus” on Saturday, Feb. 24  from 9 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m., hosted by the Evangelical 
Covenant Church at 915 Plumtree Road, 
Springfield. 

You must pre-register for this 
event.  The registration deadline is  Feb. 
14. Childcare is available on the premises 

free of charge. The cost to register is $25 
and includes a welcome coffee and muf-
fin, discussion groups, breakouts, and a 
luncheon. Doors open at 8:30 a.m. There 
will be an offering to support Christina’s 
House, in Springfield. Brochures:  www.
eccspringfield.org/adults, “Women Min-
istries”. For questions, please email Nan 
Lingenfelter, nlingenfelter@charter.net.

Women in Community presents ‘The Joy 
in Jesus’ on Feb. 24

Begins Feb.4 
SPRINGFIELD – Baystate Health will 

hold its popular free Virtual Heart & Vas-
cular Health Lecture Series during the 
month of February beginning with a look 
at “Minimally Invasive, Maximally Ef-
fective: New Technologies in the Cardiac 
Cath Lab” on Sunday, Feb. 4. 

The Virtual Heart & Vascular Health 
Lecture Series, presented by the  Bay-
state Heart & Vascular Program as part of 
American Heart Month, will focus on the 
latest advances in heart and vascular care. 

Baystate cardiac surgeon Dr. Andrew 
Goldsweig, medical director, Cardiac 
Cath Lab, will lead the first lecture focus-
ing on the latest devices and innovations 
used in the Cardiac Catheterization Lab 
for procedures such as valve replacement, 
stroke prevention and more. 

In addition to being held online as a 
webinar, Dr. Goldsweig’s presentation 
can also be attended in-person at the Bay-
state Health Education Center on 361 
Whitney Ave., second  entrance to build-
ing, in Holyoke. This is the only lecture in 
the four-part series to also be held in-per-
son. 

The free lectures will continue with 
“Heart At Work, The Pharmacist’s Role 

in Cardiovascular Health” on Sunday, 
Feb. 11, presented by Baystate pharma-
cists  Jared Ostroff, PharmD; and Anna 
Mortali, PharmD, BCAP. They will dis-
cuss cardiac care and improving out-
comes with pharmacologic involvement 
and advances. 

On Sunday, Feb. 18, the virtual series 
continues with “Advancements in Bypass 
Surgery” presented by cardiologist  Dr. 
David Bull, vice president and medical 
director, Heart and Vascular Program. He 
will talk about cardiothoracic and vascu-
lar surgery as well as advances in prevent-
ing strokes during bypass surgery. 

The series will end on  Sunday,  Feb. 
25 with “Ozempic, Zepbound, and More: 
Behavioral Interventions & Weight-Loss 
Medications for Heart Health” presented 
by  Dr. Michele Gortakowski. She will 
discuss new medications and advances in 
medically assisted weight-loss, as well as 
behavioral interventions that can improve 
weight-loss efforts. 

All lectures will begin at noon fol-
lowed by a question-and-answer session. 

Registration is required for each ses-
sion by visiting

https://www.baystatehealth.org/heart-
series where you can also learn about Bay-
state’s life-saving cardiac capabilities.

BH to hold free ‘Virtual Heart & 
Vascular Health’ lecture series
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Put Our Team To Work For You. 4 Local Offices - Global Network

Easy Property Search at LandmarkRE.com
Follow us on facebook.com/LandmarkLortie and instagram.com/landmarkrealtorsma

John Moltenbrey
427-5176

Kathi Calabrese
374-5867

Sandy Wegrzyn
519-1056

Ann Marie Martin
206-1161

Art Ferrara
348-5827

Steve Lortie
427-4122

Ann Paquette
626-6871

Sue Rheaume
478-0671

Dot Lortie
478-1940

Susan Raimer
374-3348

Tom Avezzie
218-7991

Alyssa Rhodes
896-9269

Kathy Esser
348-3803

CAREER IN  REAL ESTATE? Call Us or Visit  Landmark RE.com and Click on Careers 
HIRING ASSOCIATES FOR OFFICES IN: Wilbraham,  

E. Longmeadow, Monson, and Springfield

Nick Ferrara
386-4523

Ask Us For A Highest Price Analysis On Your Home
Relocation Across The Country or Around The World

Sales Positions Available – Licensing Course 
Market Leader -Serving Our Communities Since 1987

Luci Giguere
575-2837

Search LandmarkRE.com For All Listings In Western MA

CALL US FOR DETAILS ON ANY OF THESE PROPERTIES
SINGLE FAMILY LISTINGS

STATUS ADDRESS DESCRIPTION LIST PRICE SOLD PRICE           

ACT 4 Brows Beach Rd., Wales 6 room, 3 bed, 1f 1h bath Contemporary, Cottage $349,900
PCG 37 Vadnais St., East Longmeadow 4 room, 2 bed, 1f 0h bath Ranch $269,900
CTG 139 Stafford Rd., Monson 6 room, 2 bed, 1f 1h bath Cape $327,500
UAG 200 Poole St., Ludlow 8 room, 3 bed, 1f 1h bath Colonial $269,000
UAG 51 Squier St, Palmer 5 room, 3 bed, 1f 1h bath Ranch $334,000
UAG 1205 Page Blvd., Springfield 5 room, 3 bed, 1f 0h bath Ranch $232,000
SLD 1222 Dunhamtown Brimfield Rd., Brimfield 6 room, 3 bed, 2f 1h bath Contemporary $449,900 $475,000
SLD 9 Melody Ln., East Longmeadow 7 room, 3 bed, 1f 0h bath Ranch $349,900 $370,000
SLD 66 Chapin Rd., Hampden 7 room, 3 bed, 1f 0h bath Cape $254,900 $250,100
SLD 37 Prospect St, Ludlow 8 room, 3 bed, 2f 0h bath Raised Ranch $224,000 $250,000
SLD 114 Piney, Ludlow 6 room, 2 bed, 1f bath Cottage, Bungalow $300,000 $300,000
SLD 14 Hampden Ct., Monson 10 room, 5 bed, 2f 0h bath Colonial $295,000 $300,000
SLD 383 Rondeau St., Palmer 4 room, 2 bed, 1f 0h bath Ranch $265,000 $272,000
SLD 54 Fernald St, Springfield 5 room, 3 bed, 1f 1h bath Ranch $204,900 $215,000
SLD 63 Magnolia Terrace, Springfield 12 room, 6 bed, 2f 2h bath Colonial $425,000 $400,000
SLD 747 Stony Hill Rd., Wilbraham 8 room, 4 bed, 1f 1h bath Colonial $375,000 $375,000
SLD 2 Oakland St., Wilbraham 9 room, 5 bed, 2f 1h bath Colonial, Gambrel /Dutch $449,999 $450,000

CONDOMINIUM LISTINGS
NEW 319 Blisswood Village Dr., U:319, Ludlow 4 room, 2 bed, 1f 1h bath Townhouse $243,900
NEW 117 Nassau Dr U:117, Springfield 4 room, 2 bed, 2f 0h bath Garden $209,900
SLD 39 Regency Park Dr U:39, Agawam 4 room, 2 bed, 1f 1h bath Garden $180,000 $172,500
 

MULTI FAMILY LISTINGS
UAG 14 Hampden Ct., Monson 2 unit, 10 total rooms, 5 total bedrooms 2 Family $295,000
UAG 44-46 Lexington St., Springfield 3 unit, 14 total rooms, 7 total bedrooms 3 Family $320,000 

LAND LISTINGS
SLD 0 Poole St., Ludlow 0.94 Agricultural acres (41,075 SqFt) $55,000 $54,000 
 

Dawn Rodgers
478-2605

Linda Alston
246-8616

Maria D’Angelantonio
575-2898

Eileen O’Sullivan
505-9244

Zoe Czaplicki 
519-9224

Shari Lokey 
218-8811

FREE SELLER AND 
BUYER E-GUIDES 

These guides provide valuable 
information to help you start the 

buying and/or seller process.
For your guide - email:

sarahsupport@landmarkre.com 
Ready for an 

in person consultation?
Call any agent listed below for a 
Free, no obligation consultation.

Consider adding becoming an 
organ donor to your list of New 
Year’s resolutions 

  
SPRINGFIELD – Consider adding becom-

ing an organ donor to your list of New Year’s 
resolutions. 

“Every nine minutes a new person is add-
ed to the national transplant wait list, which is 
already overcrowded with more than 100,000 
men, women and children waiting for a lifesav-
ing organ. Over 40,000 transplants were per-
formed in 2022, a record year for transplants in 
the United States, but many more people could 
benefit from a lifesaving organ transplant,” 
said  Dr. Kenneth McPartland,  medical direc-
tor, Transplant Division, Baystate Health. 

Making your wishes known is easy. If you 
would like to become a donor, your wishes can 
be indicated on your driver’s license, or you 
can register online at www.donatelife.net/reg-
ister. 

While doing so, let your family know about 
your decision to become an organ donor so that 
they along with friends know and understand 
your wishes in advance. 

There are many common misconceptions 
about donation that persist today. 

Donate Life America  offers the following 
facts to help you better understand organ, eye 
and tissue donation: 

Fact: Anyone can be a potential donor re-
gardless of age, race, or medical history. 

Fact: All major religions in the United 
States support organ, eye and tissue donation 
and see it as the final act of love and generosity 
toward others. 

Fact: If you are sick or injured and admitted 
to the hospital, the number one priority is to 
save your life. Organ, eye and tissue donation 
can only be considered after you are deceased. 

Fact: When you are on the waiting list for 

an organ, what really counts is the severity of 
your illness, time spent waiting, blood type, 
and other important medical information, not 
your financial status or social status. 

Fact: An open casket funeral is possible for 
organ, eye and tissue donors. Through the en-
tire donation process the body is treated with 
care, respect and dignity. 

Fact: There is no cost to the donor or their 
family for organ or tissue donation. 

Fact:  Information about an organ donor is 
only released to the recipient if the family of 
the donor requests or agrees to it. 

“Deceased donors leave a legacy by giving 
the gift of life after they pass, but did you know 
that this gift can be given during your lifetime? 
As a living kidney donor, an individual can live 
a long and healthy life with one kidney while 
giving someone else a second chance at life,” 
said Nancy Dias, BSN, RN, Living Donor Co-
ordinator, Baystate Medical Center. 

Baystate Medical Center offers many op-
tions in living kidney donation. The transplant 
program works closely with the National Kid-
ney Registry as a Donor Care Center of Excel-
lence to facilitate national exchanges or kidney 
swaps, as well as voucher donations. Compat-
ible and incompatible pairs can donate and 
receive kidneys with one of the many options 
available. Visit the NKR website for more in-
formation https://www.kidneyregistry.org/. 

Baystate Transplant Program offers the only 
Transplant Services in Western Massachusetts 
for adult patients requiring kidney transplanta-
tion. In 2023, Baystate has performed close to 
70 kidney transplants, the most ever performed 
in a single year since the program started over 
30 years ago. The program has over 150 pa-
tients on the national transplant waiting list and 
is continuing to find ways to increase access to 
kidney transplantation. 

Today, more and more people are making 
a difference in someone’s life by becoming a 

living kidney donor to a patient on the Baystate 
Health waiting list, an alternative to waiting for 
a kidney from a deceased donor. More infor-
mation about the process of living donation is 
available on the Baystate Health Transplant 
Program website at  baystatehealth.org/trans-
plant. 

Transplant surgeons use the latest tech-
niques, including minimally invasive surgery, 
so that patients experience a faster recovery 
and spend less time in the hospital. In addition 
to experienced surgeons, the Baystate Trans-
plant Team includes nephrologists, nurse trans-
plant coordinators, dietitians, pharmacists, so-
cial workers, financial councilors, as well as 
administrative and clinical assistants to help 
guide patients through the process. Living or 
deceased donor  renal transplant is offered as 
treatment of end-stage renal disease.  

Life is meant to be shared. It takes only five 
minutes to sign up as an organ donor at www.
organdonor.gov/sign-up. 

To learn more 
about becoming a 
living kidney do-
nor, call Baystate 
Medical Center’s 
Transplant Pro-
gram at 413-794-
2321 Option 2 
and speak with 
the living donor 
coordinator or 
sign on to the 
Baystate Trans-
plant website 
at baystatehealth.
org/transplant for 
a confidential 
screening pro-
cess. 

Life is meant to be shared
HEALTH & WELLNESS

Our
advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them
know you saw 
their ad in the

Wilbraham
Hampden

Times


