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Mile Tree Elementary 
School Principal
Allison Petit to resign

Announcement comes after
no-confidence vote

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Mile Tree Elementary School 
Principal Allison Petit will resign from her position 
following a no-confidence vote from the teachers at 
the school.

She will not be leaving the district, opting to move 
to a new role as a fifth-grade teacher at Soule Road 
Elementary School.

The resignation comes after a no-confidence vote 
was shared with the public by the Hampden-Wilbra-
ham Education Association during public comment at 
the Jan. 23 School Committee meeting.

Petit has been principal at Mile Tree for three 
years.

Petit Announces Resignation
After reflecting on the accomplishments, the 

school made under her leadership, Petit said she has 
worked closely with Superintendent Dr. John Provost 
“over these years to continue to reflect and grow as an 
instructional leader,” and received “all fully proficient 
evaluations.”

“Recently, the Unit A and C teachers and staff 
moved forward with a vote of no-confidence in my 
leadership. Concerns were raised regarding commu-

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers 
The Wilbraham-Hampden Education Association 
announced at the Jan. 23 School Committee meeting 
a vote of no confidence was made for Mile Tree 
Elementary School Principal Allison Petit. 

By Amanda Munson
Correspondent

HAMPDEN- “Our doors are 
always open, please come visit!” 
Whether the members are beginners 
to quilting to masters at their craft, 
the Quilting Group at the senior cen-
ter offers a helpful hand at any stage. 

Meeting on Jan. 24, the group 
were finishing their products from 
February birthday gifts to holiday 
projects that needed another stitch.

Talking with Diane Santaniello, 
a member of the Quilting Group and 
senior center for six years, she orig-
inally came because of her sister-in-
law Joyce. 

“I was going through a hard time 

at that time and she convinced me 
to come. I’ve been here ever since. 
We come together every Friday and 
look forward to it. The company is 
the best thing about coming here, the 
camaraderie because we’re all doing 
the same types of things, learning 
different techniques and styles. It’s 
a very relaxed group with an open-
door policy, just come and bring 
your own project, we’ll help you 
with your projects or maybe you 
could teach us a few things!” Sant-
aniello said. 

Showing her phone with pictures 
of her favorite quilts, Santaniello 
added, “My favorite quilt was a stack 
and lack, a technique that creates a 
pretty floral design.”

The senior center offers other 
craft activities from Knitting/Cro-
cheting, Card Making with Ellie and 
Acrylic painting with Nan Hurlburt 
to Watercolors with Chris Sterritt. 

Administrative Assistant and Vol-
unteer Coordinator Tina Doran talks 
further about the variety of activities 
that are offered daily and what new 
members can expect when they join, 
starting with the Quilting Group.

“The ladies in the Quilting Group 
are very welcoming, it’s a social 
thing and they do a number of do-
nations throughout the year. They do 
these absolutely gorgeous quilts and 
they’ve done stockings for veterans, 
the amount of stuff they do that accu-

Quilting Group provides
comfort and companionship

From Wigwam Hill to 
Maple Street

By Charles F. Bennett
Times Editor Emeritus

We went through a cold spell 
early this month and it prompt-
ed me to hunker down in front 
of  my laptop in our cozy den to 
come up with this next column. 
So here’s some random thoughts.

Trek to Court Square
Back a few years ago I wrote 

a column about our early Wilbra-
ham settlers who wanted to have 

their own church to worship in, 
in their own hometown of Wil-
braham, rather than to go all the 
way to what is now Court Square 
in Springfield to attend services 
on Sundays.

So, they felt the need to build 
their own church and hired a 
minister (Rev. Noah Merrick) to 
attend to the flock. They built a 
modest religious structure at the 
top of Tinkham Road, on Wig-
wam Hill and lived happily ever 
after.

It was called The First Con-
gregational Church, which even-
tually became the current United 
Church, now on Main Street. 

The new church was organized 
June 24, 1741, beneath a large 
tree on the corner of Federal 
Lane and Main Street. There is 
a time-worn, small monument 
there, honoring the founding of 
the church at that site which will 
be replaced later this year by the 
Wilbraham Historical Commis-
sion.

As a member of the Com-
mission, I always thought that 
- as important that the building 
of a new church was to the re-
ligious growth of the town - the 
fact that the worshippers had to 
trek the nine miles to downtown 
Springfield to go to church, in all 

kinds of weather, was more of a 
massive feat of endurance than 
struggling to construct their own 

building to worship in, at the top 

HISTORICAL WILBRAHAM

Random Thoughts

Turley photos by Amanda Munson
Joyce Bergeron proudly shows off her latest snowman quilt.

Please see PETIT, page 8Please see QUILTING, page 12

Please see HISTORICAL, page 7

A depiction of the ox-drawn cannons brought through North 
Wilbraham in winter 1775 by 25-year-old Col, Henry Knox on what 
was known as The Knox Trail. (Times file photo)
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You’re Invited!

Special Opportunity:

The Scantic River Artisans Art Exhibit and Sale
Join us for a celebration of creativity and inspiration.
Experience an enchanting showcase of breathtaking artworks created 
by talented local artists. From stunning paintings to captivating 
sculptures, there is something for every art lover to admire.

Bring this invitation with you for a chance to win an award-winning 
painting! Simply fill out the section below and drop it off during 
our show hours at our Welcome Table for your chance to be the 
lucky winner.

NAME: ______________________________________________
PHONE: _____________________________________________
EMAIL: _____________________________________________

(The winner will be selected on February 10, 2025, and notified for pick-up. 
By providing your email, you agree to receive show updates.
We respect your privacy and do not share your information.)

Bring to: 104 Allen Street (Hampden Senior Center), Hampden, MA 
on February 8 or 9, 2025, during show hours.

A Scantic River Artisans Exhibit 2025

BIG ART SHOWBIG ART SHOW

www.scanticriverartisans.com
email us at: lnfo@scanticriverartisans.com 

Thank you to our sponsors: Affordable 
Waste Solutions and Blick Art Materials

February 8 (10·4) & February 9 (11·3)
Reception: February 9 (12-2)

104 Allen St. Hampden, MA (Hampden Sr. Center)

of
Small
Works

and SALEand SALE

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Selectboard agreed 
to pursue a District Local Technical As-
sistant Project Application during their 
Jan. 21 meeting.

The board met on Tuesday due to the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day holiday on 
Jan. 20.

Town Administrator Brian Domina 
explained this was a grant opportuni-
ty through the Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission.

“They receive a certain amount of 
money each year in the state budget to 
provide local technical assistance to com-
munities for community-type projects 
that are focused on regionalization, hous-
ing, planning head for housing, planning 
head for growth. So, we get an email so-
licitation every year,” Domina said.

Domina explained the town learned 
from the Parks & Rec Department that the 
Open Space & Recreation Plan will be ex-
piring in a little over a week.

“The reason that’s important to them 
is that there are numerous grants avail-
able--park grants, PRC grants--that they 
could apply for. There’s also a lot of trails 
grants that are available,” Domina said. 
“But, having an updated Open Space & 
Recreation Plans are a prerequisite to be-
ing able to submit an application. So, if 
we’re trying to get our ducks in a row to 
be able to apply for these grants, then it 
seems like a good way to leverage these 
funds, get the plan updated.”

Domina added he wasn’t sure how 
“that melds with the Master Plan.”

“I assume it would be a good time to 
jump off that and then they can apply for 
these grants,” Domina said.

Selectboard Member John Flynn said 
it sounds difficult “that they would com-
plete it in time by the expiration date but 
would they have the start of redoing it 
count?”

“Just saying like, for instance, their 
current plan expires Feb. 4. But, we’re go-
ing to go ahead and give Pioneer Valley a 
contract to update the plan--which they’ll 
complete by Feb. 25 and they said, ‘Well, 
okay, even though it’s expired you’re still 
redoing it ‘ They would count that,” Flynn 
said.

Domina replied that would be a ques-
tion he’d have to ask the granting agency.

“What Dan (Blanchard) and I were 

talking--we’ve been talking about for the 
past couple of months--is the Park Grant 
which pays for upgrades to recreation 
areas,” Domina said. “So, I think it was 
focusing on Memorial Park, but then we 
noticed that the plan expires. Hopefully, 
if we have a contract in place and, I think, 
the grant application sometime in June or 
July for that, so at least we can get the ma-
jority of it updated--or at least a draft sub-
mitted--hopefully that will be enough.”

After reiterating the intent to apply for 
the grant, Domina added he’s never done 
this with PVPC before.

“Typically, my experience has been 
that the Planning Commissions usually 
use their staff to provide the assistance. 
They don’t necessarily give us a--I don’t 
know--$15,000 so that we can go out and 
get somebody. Sometimes, they keep these 
in-house and they pay for their own staff 
time to update the plan,” Domina said.

Flynn then said this.
“So, we would ask them for part of 

their grant and then give the grant money 
back to them to do--potentially give the 
money back to them--to do the update?” 
Flynn said.

Domina said, “Essentially, they’ve giv-
en this amount of money from the state” 
and “they have certain requirements as to 
how they can spend it.”

“And they have to spend it by provid-
ing technical assistance to communities,” 
Domina said.

“I see,” Flynn said.
“So, they need to solicit projects in 

order to spend the money,” Domina said.
“So, we would get the OSRP updated 

at no cost?” Flynn said.
“That would be the goal, yeah,” Do-

mina said.
Domina also noted a smaller grant 

that’s available to update OSRPs.
“If this isn’t enough, that’s another 

place we can go if we need to,” Domina 
said. “I’m not sure how much an update to 
the OSRP is. I can’t imagine it would be 
a tremendous amount. But that’s a barrier 
to us applying.”

Chair Don Davenport thought “It 
shouldn’t take a lot to upgrade it” because 
“I think it’s only like five years old.”

“And also, we’ve got some informa-
tion from the Master Plan Committee re-
garding that too that we could just feed 
into it,” Davenport said.

After receiving approval from the 
board, Domina will now reach out to the 
PVPC about the grant.

Selectboard to pursue district 
local technical assistance project 
application

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Selectboard dis-
cussed preparations for this year’s An-
nual Town Meeting during their Jan. 21 
meeting.

Chair Don Davenport suggested this 
idea to start things off.

“I guess we could start putting to-
gether some of the warrant things I 
think. We get the usual stuff. We got to 
meet with the moderator to see what he 
wants to do about a consent agenda if 
he wants to do that,” Davenport said. 
“We’re going to try to do electronic 
voting. We don’t have any money for it, 
how do we do that? Child care, the AV, 
make sure we’re prepared.”

Davenport anticipates a big turnout 
again.

“Is the senior center going to bring 
something forward again?” Davenport 
said.

Selectboard Member John Flynn 
said, “At this point, there are needs for 
at least the upgrades.”

“I know there was a question about 
the toilets or whatever. There is a cap-
ital cost involved in keeping the senior 
center up to date. There’s a need now-
-it was just shared to me at the meeting 
this morning--maybe a little graphic--
the toilets are too low for some seniors,” 
Flynn said. “And there’s one particular 
that goes there and has to rap on the 
wall (with her) cane to let them know 
she needs help to get out, which is a job 
description I’m not sure is actually out 
there. So, there are some upgrades in 
the facility that need to be done. Those 
are capital costs that are probably not in 
anyone’s budget at this point.”

Flynn thinks “one way or the oth-
er” there will be a town warrant article 
about the senior center for capital costs, 
noting the possibilities include bath-
room repairs and window replacements.

“There will be an article of some sort 
as a placeholder, so a placeholder would 
be appreciated at this point,” Flynn said.

Davenport then brought up the origi-
nal renovation plans.

“In the original renovation, they talk-
ed about moving them. This isn’t about 
moving the bathrooms, it’s just repairing 
them,” Davenport said.

Flynn clarified yes.
“The latest one was never moving. It 

was just an expansion potential to make 
them ADA-compliant, which, of course, 
if the whole senior center was never ex-
panded, it would mean the actual pro-
gram area diminished,” Flynn said. “Be-
cause if this part went higher, you lose 
space somewhere.”

Davenport then asked about the win-
dow replacements.

“Are they going to do all the win-
dows? (Are) they thinking about all the 
windows?” Davenport said.

Flynn replied a majority of them 
would be replaced.

“The worst ones (are on the) north 
side,” Flynn said.

When Davenport next asked about 
the possibility of the fire department 
coming forward with something, Se-
lectboard Member Craig Rivest said, 
“That’s what I’m hearing.”

“I haven’t heard any reports yet,” 
Rivest said.

“For the building or for a truck?” 
Flynn said.

“For the building,” Rivest said.
Citizen petitions are also possible, 

with topics including a potential change 
in uses in a golf recreational district.

“The golf recreational district now 
allows for water slides, batting cages, 
etc. So, I think people will be saying, ‘I 
don’t want that. If it’s a golf recreation, 
it’s golf, not Sonny’s Place,’” Daven-
port said. “I don’t know if that’ll happen 
or not but that’s what some people are 
talking about.”

Flynn added he hoped money could 
be found for the AV equipment.

“We should do it again, a home run 
that was,” Flynn said.

“We should be prepared for that 
again,” Davenport said.

“We should factor that into the bud-
get,” Rivest said.

Town Administrator Brian Domina 
agreed.

“When I talked to them after it was 
done, he said that if we’re pretty sure 
we’re going to have two town meetings, 
they may be able to give us a discount 
if we’re willing to contract for two of 
them,” Domina said. “Or, if we get 
something scheduled, we might get it. 
Each one a little bit cheaper.”

Selectboard discusses town 
meeting preparations

wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com
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WINTER HOURS
OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 7AM – 8PM

OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY 7AM -7PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH 
FOR SUPER FEBRUARY

Sweet Red Peppers .................... $1.99 lb
Grape Tomatoes Pint Size ............. 2 For $3
Seedless
Hot House Cucumbers ..............  2 For $3
Romaine Lettuce Hearts  3 Pack .....  $2.99 
Locally Grown
Honeycrisp Apples  5 lb Tote ...............$4.99
Clementine
Seedless Tangerines  3 lb Bag .............$4.99
Fresh Blueberries Pint Size ............2 For $7

Specials Jan. 29- Feb. 4Specials Jan. 29- Feb. 4

In Honor Of Ice Cream
for Breakfast Day Feb. 1
ELSIE’S CREAMERY ICE CREAM 

Full Half Gallons 
$2.00 OFF Reg. Price

Jan. 29 – Feb. 4
THE BEST HOMEMADE ICE CREAM

In All Your Favorite Flavors!

 Super Food For  Super Food For 
 The Big Game! The Big Game!

Chef Mike’s Gumbo, Championship Chili
BBQ Baby Back Ribs, BBQ Pulled Pork,

“Kandied” Kielbasa, Loaded Potato Skins,
Buffalo Chicken Dip, “Pull Apart” Sliders,

Party Wings And Boneless Wings
Available Big Game Weekend February 8 & 9

Randall’s Hand Dipped 
Chocolate Covered 

Strawberries

Romantic Dinners to Take Out
READY TO HEAT AND SERVE

Available Friday, February 14th
Filet Mignon ~ Wrapped with 
Applewood Smoked Bacon 

With Cabernet Wine Sauce
Crab Stuffed Lobster Tails ~ 

with Butter & Lemon
Complete with 

Choice of Appetizer & Dessert
Dinners Include Roasted Baby Potatoes, 
Baby Vegetables & Mini Ciabatta Bread

  Valentine Bouquets
   & Arrangements

  FOR ALL YOUR SWEETHEARTS 
Floral Deliveries Call 589-7071

Beautiful Long Stem RosesBeautiful Long Stem Roses
BY THE DOZEN OR BY THE STEMBY THE DOZEN OR BY THE STEM

Specially Wrapped With Specially Wrapped With 
Baby’s Breath & Greens!Baby’s Breath & Greens!

Valentine Roses, Dinner, Valentine Roses, Dinner, 
Chocolates & WineChocolates & Wine

Available evenings and Saturdays.
Scan today to book a consult!

75 Post Office Park
#7507, Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

100% locally owned and operated

Available evenings and Saturdays.
Scan today to book a consult!

75 Post Office Park
#7507, Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

100% locally owned and operated

Available evenings and Saturdays.
Scan today to book a consult!

75 Post Office Park
#7507, Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

100% locally owned and operated

Available evenings and Saturdays.
Scan today to book a consult!

Dr. Ana Serrenho
75 Post Office Park, #7507
413-675-7570    Wilbraham

www.mypoportho.com
100% locally owned and operated

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The Finance 
Committee held a budget discussion 
with the library during their Jan. 15 
meeting.

This was one of the first budget 
discussions from town departments 
held with the committee, with a 
budget discussion also held with the 
Parks & Recreation Department that 
same evening.

The Finance Committee will next 
meet with the chiefs from the fire and 
police departments on Jan. 29 for 
their budget discussions.

After sharing her upcoming retire-
ment and highlights from the library 
this past year, Karen Ball, director of 
the library and Library of Trustees, 
noted increases in the personnel line 
items due to signed contracts with the 
two unions and reclassifications done 
through the town’s compensation 
study for non-union and management 
positions.

“So, almost all positions in the li-
brary did receive a bump. When we 
created our library pages to borrow 
service assistance last year or a year 
and a half ago, we had two library 
pages that were doing 12 1/2 hours, 
so it was a total of 25 hours. One of 
them ended up retiring and instead of 
replacing the whole 12 1/2 hours, we 
gave the existing other 12 1/2 hours, 
we gave five more hours, so he’s up 
to 17 1/2 hours,” Ball said. “So, we 
had a little bit of a savings, but I think 
it’s definitely more effective use of 
the staffing having that position when 
it comes to the library pages.”

Another major budget item is ex-
penses, with Ball explaining about 
everything needing to be level-fund-
ed, making some adjustments to 
some of the line items.

“But we did have two big things 
that happened this year that made 
some lines go up. Our copier--our 
public copier--died. I worked with 
Nate in IT and we determined that 
it was best to go with a lease...” Ball 
said. “So, in the past, we have been 
paying for the machine plus the paper 
and all the toner. With the new lease, 
the toner will be included in that cost. 
But, we will be getting a quarterly 
bill for printing and it’s 9 cents for 
color copies and a little below seven 
cents for black and white. We didn’t 
get a bill yet, so that will be coming 
quarterly.”

The other big item was subscrib-
ing to a program to help manage 
event calendars and Brooks Room 
bookings.

“In October, the company that 
was doing that went to go for a dif-
ferent server and they ended up hav-
ing problems and--long story short-
-they’ve gone bankrupt and we had 
two weeks to decide to go to a differ-
ent vendor,” Ball said. “So, we were 
able to pick a new vendor, Commu-
nico. 

But, instead of just doing the 
event calendar and the Brooks Room 
bookings, it also has a website con-
tent management system component 
to it and Communico broadcast that 
we’ll send images to different display 
boards. So, all of our public worksta-
tions will be able to project things.

So, instead of having three or four 
different vendors, we have one ven-
dor that’s doing all of those products 

for us.”
 On the expenses lines, Ball said 

the materials budget was reduced 
“which will bring us under the level” 
for the line item.

“We do have to do 16% for full 
compliance. I’m anticipating that it’s 
about $14,000 under that, but I intend 
to make it up with state-aid funds this 
year as well as other funds,” Ball 
said. “So, expenses comes in at the 
level-funded amount.”

Another highlight was the Li-
brary of Trustees not approving Sun-
day hours at the library in 2024.

“I think with next year being a 
transition year with another director, 
I think it’s unlikely that the trustees 
will vote for another round of Sun-
day hours, at least not in the begin-
ning of the year because the new di-
rector would have just started,” Ball 
said. “But, if we were to use Local 98 
people as backups, the new contract 
requires that they’d be paid double 
time. So, I think it’s a rare occurrence 
but I was suggesting to put $500 in 
an overtime line just to cover that oc-
casion.”

 The bottom line—or full over-
all budget total—would come out 
to $828,100.For FY26, it would be 
$792,546.

After questions were present-
ed by the committee members and 
Vice-Chair Kevin Hanks thanked her 
for her many years of service to the 
town, Ball then reflected on her ten-
ure at the library.

 Chairman Todd Schneider ended 
the budget discussion with this.

“If I can, just thank you for all 
your years of service. It’s been a 
pleasure here, obviously. Enjoy re-
tirement,” Schneider said.

Finance Committee holds WPL 
budget discussion

WILBRAHAM - Rick’s Place is 
pleased to announce the launch of a 
free, peer-based Fathers Grief Sup-
port Group designed specifically for 
fathers grieving the loss of a partner 
or child. This unique group recogniz-
es the distinct challenges fathers face 
in their grief journey and aims to cre-
ate a safe, understanding community 
to help navigate a difficult time.

The group will meet weekly for 
s i x 
consec-
u t i v e 
w e e k s 
at our 
W i l -

braham location, beginning January 
30, 2025. Facilitated by Rob Zuck-
er, a highly skilled grief counselor 
and author of “The Journey Through 
Grief and Loss: Helping Yourself and 
Your Child When Grief Is Shared,” 
the evening sessions will provide 
fathers with tools and strategies to 
cope with their loss while connecting 
them with others who share similar 
experiences.

“We know that grief can feel iso-
lating, and fathers often face unique 
pressures in coping after a death,” 
says Rick’s Place Executive Direc-
tor, Therese Ross. “This group offers 
a space where they can connect and 

find support with peers who truly un-
derstand.”

Rick’s Place is committed to fos-
tering grief-informed communities 
and providing accessible resources 
for those navigating loss. This new 
support group is an important step 
in expanding these efforts to ensure 
that no one grieves alone.

For more information or to reg-
ister for the Fathers Grief Support 
Group, please contact Rick’s Place 
at info@ricksplacema.org or call 
Program Director Betsy Flores, at 
413-279-2010.

Fathers Grief Support Group Starting Jan. 30
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
1/30/25-2/5/251/30/25-2/5/25

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS TRAY PAK 

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

MAHI MAHI FISH FILLETS ..........

$191
lb

lb49¢

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN CODINO’S

MANICOTTI WITH RICOTTA 40 OZ $499

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

BONELESS & SKINLESS
CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG .........

$649
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST ...............................BEEF RIB EYE

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$499

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$149
lb

$977
lb

$999
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BEEF OXTAILS .................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN 
CHOPS or ROAST  ............

lb

USDA INSP. 
SMOKED
SHOULDER PICNIC ...........

$291
lb

$199

lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI 
GENOA SALAMI.....................$444

SLICED IN OUR DELI
PROVOLONE CHEESE .......

$499
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS $199

USDA INSP. FRESH

SOUP CHICKEN (FOWL) ...

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

$799
lb

BEEF
SHORT RIBS

WHOLE WHOLE 
OR HALFOR HALF

SOUP’S ON!

The Hampden-Wilbraham
Regional School District
We will be taking applications for our 
early childhood programs for district 

residents for the 2025-2026 year. 
Programs are for 3 and 4 year olds. 

If your child will be three by 
September 1, 2025 you may obtain 
an application at hwrsd.org website 

under "Departments," "Student Services." 
"Early Childhood Program" or call 

Corinne Roberts, Student Services 
at 279-3863.

Applications will be available
starting January 1, 2025. 

Priority screening and placement 
will be given to applications received 

prior to January 31, 2025, 
but we offer a rolling admission.

By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - On Jan. 18, the 66th 
Annual Senior Festival Concert was held 
at Minnechaug Regional High School.

Students rehearsed from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. and the concert started at 3 p.m.. 
Many music teachers from various towns 
were in attendance helping their students 
perform. 

There were four groups that performed 
that afternoon: The Senior Jazz Band (16 
student performers), Senior Chorus (153 
student performers), Senior Orchestra 
(97 student performers), and Senior Con-
cert Band (75 student performers). All 
of which consisted of students all across 
Western Massachusetts. 

16 students from Minnechaug repre-
sented the school in the band and choral 
sections of the festival, who have dedicat-
ed their time to putting on a phenomenal 

performance.
Tra Abbleby, Ivy Christensen, An-

gelina Cross, Ella Gagliarducci, Isadora 
Maurice, Selena Nguyen, Alexa Sherman, 
Audrianna Stasio, and Layla Williams 
represented the school in the Senior Cho-
rus. 

Meanwhile, Elijah Mathias, Aezlin 
Rost and Hussien Saleh represented Min-
nechaug in the Senior Orchestra. The 
Senior Concert Band also consisted of 
Minnechaug students Bryanna Brown, 
Anne Hicklen, Abigail Lee and Julianna 
Washington. 

There were also four students from 
Wilbraham & Monson Academy who 
were part of the festival. Jinyi Huang and 
Avah Macdonald were part of the Senior 
Chorus. Along with Ji Min Hong and 
Zheng “Neil” Lian who were part of the 
Senior Orchestra. 

Adults who were involved with the 
festival include Richard Cuoco: the chair-

person and treasurer, Dave 
Morris: the chairperson 
elect and festival host and 
Margaret Wall: the choral 
coordinator. 

Richard Cuoco, who is 

also the band director at Wilbraham Mid-
dle School, took a moment to reflect on 
his experience with chairing the concert 
as well as the importance of music edu-
cation. 

“To be honest, it’s been very stressful, 
but very rewarding,” Cuoco said. “There’s 
a lot of work that goes into putting on 
this festival and making these opportuni-
ties happen for students across Western 
Mass…Music education reaches a lot of 
students: Students who are very academi-
cally successful, students who play sports, 
students who struggle in certain areas and 
its a way to bring together a lot of differ-
ent students from different backgrounds.” 

Matthew Cunningham, the guest Se-
nior Chorus director, also spoke about his 
experience that day. 

“Minnechaug High School was a fan-
tastic venue for this event. My ensemble 
rehearsed in the cafeteria, which was su-
per resonant, well-lit, and spacious. The 
auditorium is a beautiful performance 
space. I am very grateful to Mr. Cuoco 
and his entire team for their exceptional 
hospitality and dedication to ensure a suc-
cessful event. They were a delightful and 
gracious host!” Cunningham said. 

In attendance was also Nathan Gowen, 
the director of recruitment, admissions, 
and career planning for the Department 
of Music and Dance at the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst. 

 “I want to be here because part of my 
job is to know where the students are at, 
and to encourage them to go into music 
after they’re done with high school. But 
more importantly, I think the idea of en-
couraging to do music after high school, 
whether they want a major in it or not is 
important. And I love to be here to preach 
that to whether they’re seniors, freshmen, 
their families, and as an important part of 
the scene here and I love it,” Gowen said. 

It was a great afternoon to celebrate all 
the musically talented students from all 
across Western Mass. It showed that the 
future of music and music education as a 
whole will be in good hands with the next 
generation of musicians. 

The concert was sponsored by the 
Massachusetts Music Educators Associ-
ation Western District, a federated state 
unit of the National Association for Music 
Education. 

MRHS hosts Annual Senior Festival Concert

Nathan Gowen represents the UMASS Amherst 
Department of Music and Dance at the festival.

The Senior Jazz Band, directed by Claire Arenius, 
performs one of their six music pieces.

The Senior Chorus, directed by Matthew Cunningham, 
performs one of their five songs.

Richard Cuoco introduces the next guest conductor.

The Senior Orchestra, directed by David Beck, performs 
one of their three musical pieces.

Turley photos by Noelle Hisgen
The Senior Concert Band, directed by Dr. Travis Higa, 
performs one of their four musical pieces.
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Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri-
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to krivers@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly 

correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor-
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito-
rial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu-
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hamp-
den TIMES is published ev-
ery Thursday by Turley Pub-
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho-
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos.

Editorial 
Policy

The Wilbraham-Hampden

TIMES

EDITOR
Kristin Rivers

krivers@turley.com

ADVERTISING 
SALES

Jocelyn Walker
jwalker@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli

sports@turley.com

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times is 
published every Thursday by Turley 

Publications, Inc., 24 Water St., 
Palmer, Mass. 01069. Telephone (413) 

283-8393, Fax  (413) 289-1977.

@ Wilbraham-Hampden Times

WEB
www.wilbrahamhampdentimes.

turley.com

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President

DEANNA SLOAT
Graphics Manager

TEAM
VIEWPOINTS

Election letters to the 
editor welcome

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times welcomes 
readers to participate in this year’s election campaigns 
by writing letters to the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from local residents 
endorsing candidates on the ballot or discussing cam-
paign issues should be sent to Wilbraham-Hampden 
Times, care of Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, 
MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to kriv-
ers@turley.com. Please include a daytime telephone 
number for verification purposes (it will not be print-
ed). Letters must be received by noon Monday to be 
considered for that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack 
letters will be printed. No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy will be printed. If the 
volume of letters received is larger than the space 
available in the newspaper, or if the letters become 
repetitive, the newspaper reserves the right to print a 
representative sample. No endorsement letters will be 
printed in the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call the editor at 413-283-
8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the newspaper 

plans to print stories about contested races for Con-
gress, state Senate, state House, district attorney and 
Governor’s Council during the weeks leading up to 
the election, as well as a question-and-answer voters 
guide. In order to ensure fairness to all candidates, no 
political press releases will be printed, nor will report-
ers cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize their 
candidacy, beliefs and events may contact advertis-
ing, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in Wilbra-
ham-Hampden Times.

Carolina wren

A Brimfield resident sent me a list of birds 
on Jan. 2 he saw in his yard. 

On the list was a Carolina wren. He said in 
the email, “[The Carolina wren was] foraging 
in the leaves under shrubs and has been seen at 
the feeders more frequently recently.”

The Carolina wren is six inches long and 
has brown feathers above with buff below. It 
has a distinct white eyebrow and white barring 
in the tail area. It often holds its tail in an up-
ward position. 

The female lays four to eight creamy or 
pink white eggs with brown marks in a nest of 
mosses, twigs, rootlets, bark and sometimes 

snakeskins lined with finer materials. They 
nest in tree holes and many other locations; 
they will use birdhouses.

The Carolina wren expanded its range into 
the northeast especially with the milder win-
ters. There song is a loud, repeated “tea kettle, 
tea kettle, tea kettle.” They inhabit forest un-
derstory, vines and woodlands in rural or sub-
urban areas.

Other Brimfield birds
Other birds seen by the Brimfield resident 

beside the Carolina wren were four mourn-
ing doves, 20 American robins, 12 dark eyed 
juncos, one white-throated sparrow and two 
Northern cardinals. He said of the robins, “I 
first noticed one bird on the ground in the yard 
and 3 in a crab apple tree eating fruit. More 
flew into the tree then four on the ground for-
aging. More perched in a nearby tree.” He also 
said, “We have ten crab apple trees in the yard 
and several of them have small fruit that is held 
on the tree into the winter.”

Flocks of robins
In my travels last week, I saw flocks of 

robins on three occasions, twice in Barre and 
once in Oakham. The Oakham flock flew 
across the road and landed on the ground and 
in trees on the opposite side. The Brimfield 
resident reported his wife saw a flock of rob-
ins in the center of Brimfield eating crab ap-
ples near the post office twice in recent days. 
Christmas Bird Count

The Brimfield couple participated in the 
annual Christmas Bird Count in Ludlow. He 
said, “We had 31 species in Ludlow, lots fewer 
birds at the reservoir because there was about 
90% ice coverage [Saturday] compared to 10% 
Friday.” 

Suet cakes
I put out my suet feeder last month. I waited 

long enough because I did not have a bear ei-
ther break or run off with the feeder. The birds 
are busy eating suet especially during this cold 
weather. 
New Hampshire Loon Preservation Com-

mittee
The New Hampshire Loon Preservation 

Committee reported in 2024 they surveyed 498 
occupied or potential loon territories on 327 
lakes to assess presence/absence and breed-
ing success of loons and the success of LPC’s 
management to help them. They documented 
the presence of 359 loon pairs and 126 un-
paired adult loons. They also floated a record 
156 nest rafts to help loon pairs displaced from 
their traditional nest sites by shoreline devel-
opment, recreational lake use and water level 
fluctuations. They also installed signs and rope 
lines at 135 nesting loon pair locations.

They banded 57 loons and rescued 38 loons 
in distress and a result of illness or injury. The 
Loon Preservation Committee continued to ex-
pand their lead tackle buyback program. Inges-
tion of lost lead tackle by fisherman remained 
the cause of lead poisoning in the loon popula-
tion. There were six documented deaths due to 
lead poisoning, two loon deaths from trauma 
due to boat strikes and two loon deaths due to 
entanglement in fishing gear in 2024.

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-967-
3505, leaving a message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Dear Rusty
For most folks collecting Social Security, 

you get back what you put in within 3-5 years, 
so for those that scream - “SS is not an enti-
tlement, it is my money”- that is not entirely 
accurate beyond 3-5 years. For me personally 
4.4 years is the number. But had I been able to 
invest that money over the 43 years I worked 
at a modest 6% interest, I expect the amount 
would have been a lot more. And of course, 
the stock market averaged 9.5% over that time. 
Perhaps Social Security should invest in the 
stock market instead of U.S. Government trea-
sury bonds. 

Interested Observer 
 

Dear Observer 
You bring up a point we frequently hear 

that if, instead of paying into Social Security, I 
had invested the same money in the stock mar-
ket I would have gotten more. 

That, of course, might be the case if you 
had the unwavering discipline to religiously 
invest the equivalent amount in the market, 
avoiding the temptation to use that investment 
for any other reason. And life is full of good 
reasons, financial emergencies, for example or 
the simple temptation to buy something des-
perately needed, or just occasionally skipping 
a month to pay bills. Also, the stock market is 
notoriously volatile, which can create substan-
tial angst for investors, who are faint of heart. 

The fact is that Social Security provides 
guaranteed financial growth from the age of 
eligibility normally 62, up to age 70 when the 
maximum benefit is attained. Benefits claimed 
at one’s full retirement age are about 24% - 
32% more than if taken at age 62 depending on 
Full Retirement Age and benefits taken at age 
70 are about 75% more than benefits taken at 
age 62. And that is guaranteed growth for those 
with the patience to wait longer to claim.   

You may recall that the idea of investing 
Social Security reserves in the stock market 

has been floated a few times in previous years, 
but accompanying risks made Congress es-
sentially unwilling to even entertain the idea. 
It has always been a political “hot potato” and 
those who suggest it are usually castigated for 
wanting to “give SS money to Wall Street,” so 
I expect it is unlikely to happen. 

Guess we’ll need to be satisfied with the 
interest on those Special Issue Government 
Bonds, which, by the way, returned about $67 
billion to the Social Security Trust Fund in 
2023. FYI, average interest rate for new depos-
its to the Trust Fund in 2023 was 4.1%, and 
the overall effective rate of return on all Trust 
Fund assets was 2.4%.  

Social Security has some issues and will 
face some financial difficulty in less than a de-
cade unless Congress enacts program reform 
soon. But it is a program, which most seniors 
rely on for a major part of their retirement in-
come and one which keeps over 22 million 
Americans out of poverty. Here at the AMAC 

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Should Social Security money be 
invested in the Stock Market

Please see SOCIAL SECURITY, page 9
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of the steep Tinkham Road.
Within 10 years of the settling of the 

town, they had been trekking to worship 
at First Church of Christ in Springfield. 
According to the 1963 Charles Merrick 
“History of Wilbraham” book they were a 
a hardy lot, a religious folk who traveled 
by horseback or by foot the tedious miles 
all the way to Court Square and back on 
Sundays enduring New England weather 
on roads that were little more than foot-
paths. No wonder they wanted to build 
their own church and spend their Sundays 
on Wigwam Hill.

The Old Bay Path
Recently Wilbraham Selectman Mark 

Ducey was the guest speaker at a Wilbra-
ham-Hampden Rotary Club meeting at 
the Country Club Wilbraham. He gave an 
informative talk on the state of the town 
but one of his most popular topics was re-
ceiving advice from the Rotarians on how 
to fix that infamous intersection at the end 
of Main Street, connecting with Boston 
Road and Maple Street. The intersection 
is an important historic site.

But, I’ll bet that many folks don’t 
know that that confusing intersection is 
part of the old Bay Path that runs through 
North Wilbraham through where old tim-
ers call “The Triangle”. The Triangle, at 
Main and Maple Streets, that we all hate 
to drive through, lies on the route of the 
Bay Path essentially as it was from its 
beginning 387 years ago and originally 
blazed by Native Americans. From here, 
it runs east to Palmer, Brimfield and Stur-
bridge. 

Legend says that General Henry Knox, 
when he was 25 years old, traveled east 
on parts of the Bay Path when the Ameri-
can Revolutionary War broke out in 1775. 
A favorite of George Washington, Knox 
engineered the transport of captured ar-
tillery from New York’s Fort Ticondero-
ga, which proved decisive in driving the 
British out of Boston in early 1776. There 
is a monument to Knox and of the Knox 
Trail on the east side of The Triangle near 
Maple Street.

The Singing Bridge
I’m sure newcomers to Wilbraham 

who may cross the bridge over the Chi-
copee River at Cottage Avenue, may be 
wondering what the name of that bridge is 
besides, The Cottage Avenue Bridge.

The real name is the “Green-Towne 
Bridge” and is named after the selectmen 
of Wilbraham, Fred Green, when it was 
dedicated Aug. 12, 1939. The other half 
of the bridge name, “Towne” is named af-
ter the selectman from Ludlow in 1939, 
Frank Towne. At one time, for folks who 
grew up in town, it was also called “This 
Singing Bridge” because when you drove 
over it, it gave off a singing sound from 
the car’s tires.

The bridge replaced an 1852 covered 
bridge that had been wiped out in the infa-
mous 1938 hurricane. The green replace-
ment 320-foot steel bridge was built by 
Coleman Brothers Contractors of Boston.

Nineteen years ago, former Town En-
gineer Ed Miga was responsible for the re-
habilitation of the rusting bridge that had 
fallen into disrepair. When it came time 
to re-dedicate the bridge, Miga called on 
former state senator at the time, Sen. Gale 
Candaras, to re-dedicate it at ceremonies 
on Nov. 15, 2006.

The other bridge over the Chicopee 
River from Indian Orchard to Ludlow has 
the unlikely name of “Putt’s Bridge”.

“Other Wars”
I was thinking about men from Wil-

braham who fought in all our country’s 
wars from the French and Indian War 

to Afghanistan but I started to wonder 
about Amasa Blanchard from town whose 
name is engraved on the granite marker 
in Glendale Cemetery under “The Semi-
nole War”. I got to wondering what that 
was all about? So I looked him up in the 
“Military Rolls of the Outward Commons 
– Soldiers of Wilbraham, Massachusetts 
1730 – 1840”, a book by J. Bruce Tingle.

There wasn’t much listed about him 
except that he was the only person from 
town who fought in the Seminole War and 
lived near Monson and Hollow Roads, 
one of my favorite places to hike. (The 
Open Space Committee has recently im-
proved Hollow Road and installed a small 
parking lot by the trail head).

Anyhow, I Googled the Seminole 
War and found out that The  Seminole 
Wars  (also known as the  Florida Wars) 
were a series of three military conflicts 
between the  United States  and the  Na-
tive American Seminoles  that took place 
in Florida between about 1816 and 1858. 

Tensions grew between the Seminoles 
and American settlers in the newly inde-
pendent United States in the early 1800s, 
mainly because enslaved people regularly 
fled from  Georgia  into  Spanish Florida, 
prompting slaveowners to conduct slave 

raids across the border.
A series of cross-border skirmishes es-

calated into the First Seminole War, when 
American General Andrew Jackson led an 
incursion into the territory over Spanish 
objections. Jackson’s forces destroyed 
several  Seminole towns, captured  Fort 
San Marcos and briefly occupied Pensac-
ola before withdrawing in 1818. Somehow 
(we will never know) Amasa Blanchard 
from Wilbraham got involved.

There were two more Seminole Wars 
but Blanchard was listed as being in an 
early one.

Sources: “History of Wilbraham Bi-
centennial Edition 1763-1963” edited 
by Charles Merrick; Chauncey Peck who 
wrote “The History of Wilbraham, 1731, 
1763-1913. “Military Rolls of the Out-
ward Commons – Soldiers of Wilbraham, 
Massachusetts 1730 – 1840” by J. Bruce 
Tingle. Available at the Old Meetinghouse 
Museum Gift Shop. Google and Wikipe-
dia.

Editor Emeritus Charlie Bennett is a 
member of the Historic Commission and 
a trustee of the Wilbraham Atheneum So-
ciety. Readers can contact him with com-
ments or ideas for the column at cben-
nett4765@charter.net. 

HISTORICAL from page 1

General Henry Knox was one of George 
Washington’s favorites, shown here later 
in life. (Mt. Vernon photo)

Selectman Mark Duey gets a lot of advice 
about the dangerous intersection at Main 
St., Maple St. and Boston Road. (Charles F. 
Bennett photo)

64 Years Ago
Lions Club Builds Rink

Here is a news clipping reported 
by my mom, Ethel M. Bennett, who 
was the Wilbraham correspondent 
for the Springfield daily newspaper 
The Morning Union from the 1940s 
through 1970s. From the January1961 
edition. “Another step to provide out-
door recreation for this community by 
the Lions Club is the ice rink in back 
of Spec Pond at the site off Boston 
Road.

Members were out Saturday work-
ing on the installing of side boards 
and flooding of the area is expected 
to take place in the near future. The 
Lions Club is underwriting the cost of 
the material for the rink.”

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM – As part of a new ad-
dition to the papers, we are looking to add 
in features of our town employees to rec-
ognize and thank them for their hard work 
and dedication.

These town employees are what help 
keep our communities running each and 
every day.

This week, we talk with Karen Ball, 
director of Wilbraham Public Library.

What is your favorite thing about 
the town?

The people. The public library serves 
all ages, so I get to encounter many peo-
ple every day - from families with young 
children to seniors. Over the years you get 
to know so many people.

What do you do in your position?
As the library director, I oversee the 

daily operations of the library - including 
staffing, financial and building manage-
ment, collection development and pro-
gramming. I also spend almost a third of 
my time directly working with the public 
at our central service desk.

Describe an average day at the office. 
It can be different every day - from paying 
invoices, preparing budgets, purchasing 
non-fiction materials, corresponding with 
vendors, and assisting the public with 
finding materials.

Tell me a bit about you. Are you a 
resident? What’s your education?

I grew up in West Springfield, where I 

currently live. I studied communications 
and mathematics at Western New England 
College and then went on for my master’s 
degree in library science from the State 
University of New York at Albany. 

My library concentration was actually 
in health resources management - specif-
ically to work in a hospital library, but 
after interning at the library at Baystate, 
I found that I preferred the varied inter-
actions of the public library. I do actually 
use my background in health resources - 
just now from the perspective of consum-
er health as opposed to clinical resources.

What other departments or commit-
tees/boards do you work closely with?

The library has close ties with sever-
al departments. Over the years we have 
partnered with the Senior Center and the 
Recreation Department. 

Our StoryWalk would not have been 
possible without the hard work from the 
DPW and Highway department. The 
Parks department does a great job of 
clearing our walkways in the wintertime. 

We have almost daily contact with the 
town’s facilities director, Sam Boyd. And 
every year we connect with the Finance 
Committee to navigate the budget.  

The library has an elected board of 
trustees who meet monthly and develop 
policies for the library and the non-profit 
Friends of the Library organization raises 
funds to support library programming for 
all ages.

What is the most fulfilling part of 
your job?

The library is a tax-supported institu-

tion.  I strive to make sure that we use the 
funds wisely to have the greatest impact 
on the community.  

What inspired you to take on the po-
sition?

I fall into the category of the “acciden-
tal manager”.   I had not applied for the 
position when the former library direc-
tor, Christine Bergquist, retired because 
I loved my work as the adult services 
librarian - primarily handling adult pro-
grams, outreach, and reference work.  

However, after serving as the interim 

director for a period of time, I saw that it 
was an opportunity to direct the growth of 
library services. 

In my tenure we expanded weekend 
hours to include Sundays on a seasonal 
basis, we created the StoryWalk to make 
better use of the beautiful grounds that 
we are fortunate to have, and we have re-
aligned staffing to optimize the personnel 
budget.

Where is your office located? What 
are your office hours?

My office is right next to the eleva-
tor.  The door is always open.  My hours 
can vary during the week during library 
operating hours, but my usual evening to 
work is Tuesdays until 8 p.m.

What is the history of your depart-
ment? What makes it unique from oth-
ers?

This would be a very long answer - 
there is a chapter in the latest History of 
Wilbraham book that offers a detailed his-
tory of the library.

What do you want the community to 
know about your position.

The library provides materials and ser-
vices for all members of the community. 
People always assume that if you work in 
a library you must “really love books”.  

While that is usually true, it is more 
important to really love people. 

If I can make somebody’s day a bit 
better by helping them find a solution, 
save some money, or find something en-
tertaining to pass the time, then it is a 
good day for me.

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers
Karen Ball, director at Wilbraham Public 
Library, poses with this month’s Staff 
Picks.

All About Town
Get to know your town employee: Karen Ball
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nication, decision-making, staffing, 
relationships with staff and families 
and lack of self-reflection,” Petit said.

Petit had met with HWEA Pres-
ident Damian Konkoly to discuss 
this and wondered “if membership 
would have interest in working with 
me to address the concerns that were 
brought forward through the vote and 
continue our work together given that 
I had never received any complaints 
or grievances from any of the teachers 
or staff.”

“It was made clear to me that the 
membership was not interested in 
pursuing this option,” Petit said. “I 
wondered how we could continue this 
great work without the willingness to 
work together.”

After reflecting on where her pro-
fessional journey “needed to go to 
allow me to be fulfilled in my work,” 
Petit decided to step away from her 
role as principal and considered ap-
plying for the fifth-grade teacher po-
sition that had opened up at Soule 
Road School.

“I considered how this position 
would allow me to teach the curricu-
lum that I have been learning so much 
about over the past three years,” Petit 
said. “How teaching at a new grade 
level would continue to challenge me 
to learn and grow and how this posi-
tion would allow for me to remain in 
our school district where I live, where 
my children go to school and where I 
have made so many wonderful con-
nections with students and families.”

Petit met with a committee led by 
Soule Road School Principal Mistie 
Parsons to interview and was offered 
the position.

“I am honored to accept and be 
given the opportunity to learn and 
grow with students again. This is truly 
what I am most passionate about and 
I am so fortunate to be able to join the 
amazing team at Soule Road,” Petit 
said.

HWEA explains decision
Christine Goonan, vice presi-

dent of 
H W E A 
K-8, ex-
plained 
to the 
S c h o o l 
C o m -
m i t t e e 
that on 
Decem-
ber 17, 

2024, educators and service provid-
ers at Mile Tree School took the vote 
of no-confidence in Petit. Goonan 
said 90% voted no-confidence in Pe-
tit. She added approximately 73% of 
the union members participated in the 
vote.

The vote, Goonan said, “did not 
come out of nowhere.”

“Union representatives and indi-
vidual staff members made efforts 
over more than two years to address 
problems and frustrations with the 
leadership. Staff are not adequate-
ly supported, especially about an 
increase in volatile and, at times, 
violent student behavior. Staff expe-
rienced a lack of trust, respect and 
responsiveness from their principal,” 
Goonan said.

 Goonan noted concerns from staff 
were brought to Provost’s attention 
and they also approached HWEA in 
the fall “saying that their frustrations 
were higher than ever” and “attempts 
at communication were being met 
with defensiveness and evasion, rath-
er than substantive responses.”“The 
HWEA gathered information confi-
dentially for over a month to make 
sure the claims had merit and were 
widespread. Once we felt sure of 
that, we organized a meeting for the 
whole staff. At that meeting, a motion 
was made to have a vote of no-con-
fidence,” Goonan said. “There was 
thorough discussion of what that vote 
means, the motion to hold the vote 
passed and the vote was conducted. 
Again, 90% voted no confidence.”

Goonan added the HWEA was 
speaking up about this because “the 
handling and response to the vote has 
made the situation worse.”

“The plan the superintendent im-
plemented is allowing an unhealthy 
work environment to persist and even 
worsen, in some ways, at Mile Tree 
School,” Goonan said. “The solu-
tion, now, also entangles Soule Road 
School and creates a tense situation 
where one did not previously exist.”

Concerns not being addressed
Konkoly shared how a prior 

no-confidence vote was addressed 
when, in June 2022, HWEA sent a 
letter to the School Committee about 
a no-confidence vote for a then direc-
tor of Student Services and it was re-
ferred to Provost, who implemented 
a plan over the course of a year and 
a half.

“Improvements were marginal 
and staff continued to leave. Shortly 
after three of the intensive resource 

room teachers resigned mid-year, we 
also learned the director of Students 
Services will be leaving,” Konkoly 
said. “Subsequently, you know the 
district received the results of the 
DESE audit into our student services 
that identified many areas that the 
HWEA brought to the attention of the 
previous and current superintendent.”

In short, Konkoly said they previ-
ously “went through a long process 
of trying to professionally address 
problems and eventually conducted a 
vote of no-confidence,” with that au-
dit confirming what teachers, service 
providers and paras “were saying for 
years” about that then director.

“In the current case, the super-
intendent has had the opportunity to 
investigate and be more involved. I 
know I brought this to his attention 
several times over the previous two 
years,” Konkoly said. “I reported to 
him that Mile Tree staff filled (out) 
a survey completed last year that 
was unproductive. He also had infor-
mation about transfer requests and 
resignations he could have pursued. 
Incidentally, the process around exit 
interviews probably should be re-
viewed.”

Referring back to December 2024, 
Konkoly explained the HWEA shared 
with Provost a “confidential, detailed 
document of more specific experienc-
es” and how he has heard “from some 
who disagree.”

“However, faced with all that in-
formation, he has not looked into it 
adequately to the detriment of every-
one who works there,” Konkoly said.

Konkoly shared the HWEA is 
speaking now “because keeping quiet 
and trying to be more discreet in the 
past did not work well.”

“The plan for moving forward 
avoids, minimizes or dismisses what 
educators are saying. It would be 
naive to think that the experiences 
of Mile Tree staff could be ignored 
by their colleagues at Soule Road,” 
Konkoly said. “He (Provost) now fac-
es a second elementary school being 
disrupted and this includes a plan that 
delays a permanent replacement for a 
class of fifth graders.”

Konkoly concluded his comments 
with this.

“I’m speaking tonight to assure 
you the HWEA has not acted light-
ly or hastily. This is the first time we 
are speaking publicly,” Konkoly said. 
“But we are speaking out because our 
members do not feel like they are be-
ing heard.”

Longtime Hampden 
resident

Gary Lambert
died Jan. 22, 2025

Services will be held 
at Wilbraham Funeral 

Home

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
Wilbraham-Hampden Times

PETIT from page 1

WILBRAHAM - Beyond Plastics: What the 
continued production of plastic is costing our planet.

With the plastic industry expanding like never 
before and the crisis of ocean pollution growing, 
FRONTLINE and NPR investigate the fight over the 
future of plastics.

Please join us at Christ the King Epiphany 
Church for the viewing of Plastic Wars on Sunday, 
Feb. 2 at 11:30 a.m. 758 Main Street, Wilbraham, 
MA. Feel free to arrive at 11 a.m. for some pre-view-
ing refreshments.

Nomination papers 
available 

WILBRAHAM – The Wilbraham Town Clerk’s 
Office is announcing that nomination papers are now 
available for placement of your name as a candidate 
on the Saturday, May 17, 2025 Annual Town Election 
ballot.  

The last day to obtain nomination papers is Wednes-
day, March 26, 2025.  The positions being voted that 
day are one Select Board member for three years, one 
Assessor for three years, one Regional School Com-
mittee member for three years, one Cemetery Com-
missioner for three years, one Water Commissioner 
for three years, two Library Trustees for three years, 
one Library Trustee for one year, one Planning Board 
Member for five years, and one Wilbraham Housing 
Authority member for five years.  

The deadline for submission to the Registrars for 
certification is Friday, March 28, 2025 at 5 p.m. and 
50 signatures from registered Wilbraham voters are 
required to have a name listed on the ballot as a can-
didate.  

We suggest calling our office to set up an appoint-
ment to pick up the papers.   

Contact the Town Clerk’s Office at 596-2800, ext. 
200 if you have any questions.  Office hours are Mon-
day thru Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Beyond Plastics film 
viewing Feb. 2 WILBRAHAM – Registration has be-

gun for the 2025 Great Decisions Discus-
sion Group at the Wilbraham Public Library. 
Starting Feb. 5, the group will meet weekly 
on Wednesdays from 4 to 5:30 p.m. through 
March 26.

Each year, Foreign Policy Association se-
lects eight critical issues facing the country 
to be the subjects of conversation. The topics 
for 2025 include American Foreign Policy at 
a Crossroads, U.S. Changing Leadership of 
the World Economy, U.S.-China Relations, 
India: Between China, the West, and the 
Global South, International Cooperation on 

Climate Change, The Future of NATO and 
European Security, AI and American Nation-
al Security, and American Foreign Policy in 
the Middle East: Taking Stock and Looking 
Ahead.

Participants are encouraged to order 
a briefing book to read in advance so they 
can be informed and ready to engage. Brief-
ing books are available on the association’s 
website, fpa.org. One copy of the briefing 
book will be available at the Service Desk 
for in-library reading. To register and learn 
more, visit wilbrahamlibrary.org, or call the 
library at 413-596-6141.

Great Decisions Discussion Group Returns

WPL hosting Stuffed
Animal Sleepover

WILBRAHAM - Have you ever wondered what 
happens in the Wilbraham Public Library when it is 
closed? The WPL Teen Advisory Board announces 
their annual Stuffed Animal Sleepover on Thursday & 
Friday, Feb. 20 and 21 during school vacation week. 

Your child’s stuffed animal can spend the whole 
night in the library having fun. Children bring their 
stuffed animal to the library and our teens will help 
them fill out a “permission slip” for their stuffed ani-
mal, listen to a bedtime story and tuck their animal in 
for the night. 

In the morning, join us to make a craft, pick up your 
“stuffie” and see a slideshow of all the fun things the 
animals did overnight! Starting on Feb. 1, sign up at 
the Children’s desk of the library or call 413-596-6141.

Teen Copper Bookmark 
Workshop

WILBRAHAM– The Teen Department at the Wilbraham 
Library announces a Teen Copper Bookmark Workshop on 
Tuesday, February 18 from 5 to 6:30 p.m. during school win-
ter vacation. 

Metalsmith Heather Beck will teach teens in grades 6-12 
to design and create their own copper bookmark. Teens will 
learn about the structure of copper, how to create drawings in 
metal with textures, and how to use letter stamps to add words 
on a copper bookmark. 

No experience is necessary, all supplies will be provided 
and each participant will take home their completed book-
mark.Registration is required and space is limited. To sign 
up, please contact the library at 413-596-6141, or visit the 
Event Calendar at www.wilbrahamlibrary.org. This program 
is sponsored by the Wilbraham Friends of the Library.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESJanuary 30, 2025 Page 9

maureen.gogallagher.com

413-364-4994
realtybymaureen@gmail.com

Maureen 
McGarrett Hall  

REALTOR®
MA 9585138  |  Member MLS   |  Equal Opportunity Housing

CLIENT TESTIMONIAL
I wanted to let you know that it has been a pleasure working with you. I couldn’t be happier 

with the experience of you guiding me while I purchased my dream home.
From start to finish, you were professional, knowledgeable, and incredibly attentive to my 

needs.  What stood out the most was your dedication in doing everything you could to get the 
perfect home for me.  You were always available to answer any questions, no matter how big or 
small. You guided me through every step of the process, from viewing the home to making an 
offer, and finally, closing the deal.  

One of the things I appreciated the most was your ability to make the entire process feel 
smooth and stress-free. You went above and beyond to ensure everything was handled efficiently 
and effectively.  I always felt like I was top priority, and that level of care made all the difference. 

Thanks to you Maureen, I am now in my dream home and I couldn’t be more grateful. If 
anyone is looking for a realtor who is knowledgeable, trustworthy, and truly cares about their 
needs, I would highly recommend you. You will 
make their home-buying experience a positive and 
memorable one, just like you did for me!
- Cheryl S.

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Blush in 
Comfort, a multi-service self-
care company assisting custom-
ers in becoming better versions 
of themselves, is open for busi-
ness in Wilbraham.

Blush in Comfort is located 
in the Wilbraham Shops at 2341 
Boston Rd., Suite 306, provid-
ing many services including fa-
cials, eyebrows and lashes, teeth 
whitening, body contouring or 
sculpting, spray tanning, body 
waxing, piercings and more.

Also, lash courses, teeth 
whitening courses and body 
sculpting courses.

Blush in Comfort, which 
comprises a large waiting area 
and a treatment room, is open by 
appointment only, with available 
slots from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. seven 
days a week. Consultations to re-
view the service menu and learn 
more about the options are also 
available.

Laykin Henriquez, owner of 
Blush in Comfort, shared her 
business started in 2020 during 
the COVID-19 pandemic and 
she began with teeth whitening, 
her specialty, due to her dental 
background and having worked 
in that field for 14 years.

Henriquez had 
opened up a location 
in Lawrence first 
and then wanted to 
expand her business 
to her clients, going 
back to school and 
graduating from Eliz-
abeth Grady School 
to become an esthe-
tician.

“We’ve been in 
business for almost 
five years and we’re 
up and growing. I 
moved to Springfield 
and I just opened up 
this location here in 
Wilbraham and we’re 
just looking to meet 
the town, meet new 
people to come and 
meet us so that we 
can open up our ser-
vices to them,” Hen-
riquez said.

Henriquez found the location 
on a Sunday morning through 
Facebook, saying “It was so per-
fect,” which led her to reach out 
to check it out.

“I came in the same day I saw 
the space and I was like, ‘That’s 
it!’ The location is perfect. Peo-
ple are so friendly, I met other 
businesses here and everyone’s 
just so welcoming. I felt like I fit 
right in,” Henriquez said.

From the introductions over 
text and entering the space to 
get to know her clients face to 
face and their needs, Henriquez 
stressed providing a welcoming 
environment for everyone.

“A lot of the times the clients 
are just ecstatic with the results, 
whether it’s a facial or teeth 
whitening and they become re-
petitive clients, so that’s what’s 
important,” Henriquez said.

Henriquez also credits her 

mother, a business-
woman herself, for 
inspiring her to open 
her own business 
along with her pas-
sion.

“I love this so 
much,” Henriquez 
said. “The business 
part of it comes easy 
because of the way 
that I’m so passionate 
about it. It just comes. 
I don’t have to work, 
work, work. I just do 
what I love and the 
rest comes. That’s 
how I would describe 
it to my children or 
future generations: 
just do what you love 
and do it as a hobby 
and everything else 
will fall into place.”

Henriquez said 
what she loves most 
about meeting new 
clients is that they be-
come new friends.

“I love making them feel 
good and confident and then, 
they feel comfortable enough to 
come around and we can chat 
about other things. They start to 
open up. Just making this feel 
like they want to be here,” Hen-
riquez said.

On supporting local, small 
businesses, Henriquez recog-
nizes how the community loves 
supporting them along with 

small business owners reaching 
out to one another.

“They need to see that contact 
with real people and just walk-
ing through the small businesses 
around here, meeting other fac-
es, it’s what is special. Network-
ing is what got me here, so net-
working with other businesses,” 
Henriquez said. “The other end 
where is the people in the town 
try to support small businesses, 
it’s important because you get 
that special touch. It’s not just 
you’re coming in for a service, 
it’s not just that. It’s meeting the 
people from your town and see-
ing what they have to offer. It’s 
so special, it’s so special to me.”

Henriquez wants the commu-
nity to know she looks forward 
to meeting them and plans to get 
involved in networking and com-
munity events soon.

“I just want to say thank you 
to the town of Wilbraham for 
giving me such a warm welcom-
ing. Everyone has been so nice 
with an open heart, willing to 
help and I just want to give that 
back and, hopefully, I’ll get to 
meet all these beautiful faces and 
they’ll get to come in here to feel 
confident,” Henriquez said.

To learn more, contact Hen-
riquez at 978-332-6555, visit 
blushincomfort.com or head to 
their Instagram page at @blush_
in_comfort.

To book an appointment, vis-
it blushincomfort.booksy.com.

Blush in Comfort is open for business in Wilbraham

Laykin Henriquez, owner of Blush in Comfort, poses for 
a photo inside the treatment room at Blush in Comfort 
on Boston Road in Wilbraham. The business is located in 
the Wilbraham Shops.

A close-up shot of the hydrojelly masks clients can 
try at Blush in Comfort along with hydration and 
environmental shield products.

A shelf on display in the waiting area inside Blush in 
Comfort.

Laykin Henriquez, owner of Blush in Comfort, shows off 
the Oxfoliation. 

A photo of GloFacial books for clients to review the 
different customizations they’d like to try out at Blush in 
Comfort in Wilbraham.
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Experience the Soul of Italy with the freshest 
ingredients, traditional recipes, homemade pasta and desserts.

 Via Appia Via Appia
 R I S T O R A N T E

Atoa Ripley

        Friday, Feb. 7th
& Friday, Feb. 14th
Special Guest Performer
ATOA RIPLEY!  

from the Famous 
HukeLau Restaurant 

in Chicopee

Join Us LIVE MUSIC
2/1 Peter Newland
2/7 Atoa Ripley
2/8 Baird Soul
2/14 Atoa Ripley
2/15 Livio
2/21 Frank Serafino
2/22 Luther
2/28 Floyd Patterson

$20
OFF

Your Purchase
of $100 or more

Not valid with any other prmotion or discount.  Limit one per table. 
Discount cannot be applied to alcoholic beverages. Expires 2/28/25.❤Join us 

Valentine's 
Weekend

2133 Boston Road
 Wilbraham 

413.271.1208 
Reservations Recommended

Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm
Fri. & Sat. 11am-10pm

 Sun. 12-8pm

Ask About Having Your Special Event With Us!
OPEN

7 DAYS

Daily LUNCH 
SPECIALS

Only $10.99
Tuesday PASTA 

NIGHT
20% OFFAny Pasta Dish

Wednesday
PIZZA NIGHT

$12.99
Personal Size Pizza

Happy Hour
 (bar only)

50% OFF Select Apps
Daily 2-5pm & 8-10pm Weekends

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

Readers are encouraged to send 
in medium to high resolution 

photos for this page by e-mail to 
dzbierski@turley.com or mail to 

TIMES, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. Please note that if you send 
us a photo of the Times in different 
parts of the world, please include 
a recognizable landmark in the 

background. Examples:
Eiffel Tower; castle in Spain.

WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Head Coach John 
Sullivan
Head Coach John 
Sullivan extends 
his hand out to 
high five one of his 
players.

The town of 
Hampden has two 
girls basketball 
teams this year, 
which hasn’t 
happened in many 
years.

Highlighting the Hampden third
and fourth grade basketball teams!

Happy One of the Hampden basketball players 
expresses happiness while out on the court. Drive to the hoop Go team! 

Chris Marion Photography, submitted by Dan Blanchard

WFD shares smoke
alarm reminder

Last week, Wilbraham firefighters 
responded to an address on Old Boston 
Rd for a medical emergency. While 
on scene, firefighters noticed that the 
residence did not have working smoke 
alarms or carbon monoxide detectors. 
Members of C Group installed four 
smoke alarms and two carbon monoxide 
detectors.
On Jan. 7 in the early morning, the fire 
department was dispatched to the 
same address for a basement filled with 
smoke. Upon arrival, heavy smoke was 
present throughout the structure due to 
a furnace malfunction. 
Thankfully, the occupant was woken by 
the sound of the smoke alarms, allowing 
her to safely escape the dangerous 
smoke environment. A crucial reminder 
that working smoke alarms save lives.
These smoke alarms and carbon 
monoxide detectors were purchased 
a few weeks ago through our SAFE 
grant, funded and supported by the 
Massachusetts Department of Fire 
Services.

Photos and caption courtesy of Wilbraham Fire Department
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WFD shares smoke
alarm reminder

Last week, Wilbraham firefighters 
responded to an address on Old Boston 
Rd for a medical emergency. While 
on scene, firefighters noticed that the 
residence did not have working smoke 
alarms or carbon monoxide detectors. 
Members of C Group installed four 
smoke alarms and two carbon monoxide 
detectors.
On Jan. 7 in the early morning, the fire 
department was dispatched to the 
same address for a basement filled with 
smoke. Upon arrival, heavy smoke was 
present throughout the structure due to 
a furnace malfunction. 
Thankfully, the occupant was woken by 
the sound of the smoke alarms, allowing 
her to safely escape the dangerous 
smoke environment. A crucial reminder 
that working smoke alarms save lives.
These smoke alarms and carbon 
monoxide detectors were purchased 
a few weeks ago through our SAFE 
grant, funded and supported by the 
Massachusetts Department of Fire 
Services.

HFD assists
VFW Post 9397

Photo and caption courtesy of
Hampden Fire Department

On Jan. 9, the fire department received 
a request from the VFW Post 9397 

Hampden, MA to assist them with their 
flagpole that was broken and they 

couldn’t find anyone else to help.  The 
department reached out to their mutual 

aid partners from Wilbraham Fire 
Department for assistance with their 

ladder truck. Together, they were able to 
successfully fix the flagpole.

Hampden takes part in CPR course

Photos courtesy of Hampden Dept. of Parks & Rec
The Wilbraham Fire Department and Hampden Fire Department held a community American Heart Association CPR 
course in Hampden the weekend of Jan. 11 and 12. There will be future trainings to come. 

Photos and caption courtesy of Wilbraham Fire Department
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It’s Our Anniversary!
Celebrating 60 Years of Success, 

One Client At A Time!

• Located in Post Office 
Park, Wilbraham

• Helping clients live 
 their best financial life 

since 1965
• Accomplished, Friendly 

and Professional
• Contact us for a
 no-fee consultation

at

Securities offered through LPL Financial.  Member FINRA/SIPC.  Advisory services offered through
Trombley Associates, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.

85 Post Office Park • Suite 8524
Wilbraham, MA  01095

Phone 413-596-6992
trombleyassociates.com

Mike Trombley, Financial Advisor, Former MLB Player; 
Barbara Trombley, CPA, Financial Advisor

mulate is just phenomenal. They are very very talented, 
come up with different ideas and share with each other,” 
Doran said. “Some of them will bring in a new pattern 
and they all work together to tweak this a little bit and 
then make it their own. Even if people don’t sew and they 
want to come in and learn, somebody will be willing to 
teach them. If someone just wants to be social, maybe 
help out with ironing stuff or sorting fabric, there’s al-
ways a place for somebody here.”

When asked about potential new senior center mem-
bers and how she would approach them, Doran said this. 

“That’s what I love about our senior center, it’s a very 
welcoming place for everyone. It’s just not our seniors, 
we have people who are younger than our seniors who 
come in and join us. Over the summer, we had a woman 
that had her daughter that wanted to do some quilting. 
She was around 12 years old, a little quiet but was really 
a great addition to the group,” Doran said. “It’s a warm 
place. It’s like a family here, you have your regulars and 
then people who come in once in a while and say gee, 
‘What can we do here?’ I take them around and ask what 
they like and show our activities page, highlighting areas 
they may be interested in. If they want to get a group 
together to play a card game we don’t have, I find space 
to make it work.”

Here are some other things residents should know.
Cotton fabric donations are needed for the Quilting 

Group. 
Common Threads led by Dr. Joan Tompkins meets on 

Mondays at 11 a.m. that offers a new group touching on 
topics such as: adapting to life changes, socializing, find-
ing purpose and bereavement as well as joyous moments.

To learn more, check out the senior center newsletter 
or call 413-566-5588.

WILBRAHAM – The Wilbraham 
Hiking Club has announced six Febru-
ary hikes from the Wilbraham Hiking 
Club and two hikes, a snowshoeing 
group, and a special group hiking trip 
from the Wilbraham Senior Center Hik-
ing Club. 

All events are “weather permitting”. 
• Two hikes on Tuesday Feb 4!
- Moderate hike at Peaked Mountain 

in Monson 
- Easy - Scouting hike at the Lead-

mine trails in Sturbridge
• Tuesday, Feb. 11 - Moderate - Fac-

ing Rock in Ludlow
• Thursday, Feb. 13 - Easy - MCRT 

in New Braintree
• Monday, Feb .17 - Mitteneague 

Park in West Springfield
• Sunday, Feb. 23 - Easy -MacDon-

ald Nature Preserve in Wilbraham
For more info on these hikes (and 

possibly additional hikes), use the 

club’s TeamReach App or write to wil-
brahamhiking@gmail.com. 

As for the Wilbraham Senior Center 
Hiking Club, they have two February 
Hikes

• Friday, Feb. 14 - Low Moderate - 
Rock House Reservation in West Brim-
field 

• Tuesday, Feb. 25 - McLean Game 
Refuge in Granby, CT ...and...

 Give Jen at the Senior Center a call 
to join a snow showing group! When 
there is snow, folks can meet up and 
take a walk!...and...

 Call Jen at the Senior Center if you 
are interested in a group hiking trip 
from Feb 25 to Feb 27 to the Poconos/
Delaware Water Gap.

 For more information about snow-
shoeing or the group trip and to register 
for Senior Center hikes, contact Jen at 
596-8379.

QUILTING from page 1

Turley photos by Amanda Munson
Diane Santaniello works on a unique border stitch for her next project.

A group photo of the lovely Quilting Group at the Hampden Senior Center. The group 
meets every Friday at 9 a.m.

Martha Clark does 
cross stitching, 

creating a scenic 
landscape of 
flowers and 
butterflies.

Wilbraham Hiking Club
announces February Hikes

WILBRAHAM/HAMPDEN - Open 
burning in our communities started on 
January 15 and ends on May 1. Permits 
are required daily. 

To request a permit, visit official 
town websites or hcburnpermits.com. 
Please review the open burning regula-
tions when submitting your permit. 

Weather conditions can change rap-

idly, which may cause your fire to get 
out of control. Have fire control tools 
handy, and call 911 immediately if 
needed. 

Use the utmost caution to prevent 
injury to yourself and others, as well as 
to avoid any fire damage to your home. 

A message from Wilbraham and 
Hampden Fire & Life Safety Educators.

Be cautious this open burning season

Theatre Guild to 
present ‘Dial M for 
Murder’

HAMPDEN - The Theatre Guild of Hamp-
den is proud to announce their upcoming pro-
duction of “Dial M for Murder.”

Based on Frederick Knott’s (author of Wait 
Until Dark) thriller and adapted into the Alfred 
Hitchcock classic film starring Grace Kelly, 
this suspenseful tale of deception and intrigue 
has more twists and turns than a Grand Prix 
race.

Show dates are Feb. 28, March 1 and 2, and 
March 7, 8 and 9. Performances will be held 
at Thornton W. Burgess School in Hampden. 

For more information, and to buy tickets, 
please visit www.theatreguildofhampden.org. 

Reading with 
Tucker at HPL

HAMPDEN – Children can 
visit the Hampden Free Public Li-
brary to read to Tucker, a dog from 
Bright Spot Therapy Dogs.

People can sign up by emailing 
me at krumplik@cwmars.org.

The upcoming dates are Feb. 
11, Feb. 25, March 11, March 25, 
April 8 and April 29.

There are four slots every day, 
15 minutes each starting at 3:30 
p.m.

To learn more, contact Kate 
Rumplik at krumplik@cwmars.
org or call 413-566-2151 ext. 112.
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Where entertainers 

perform
  7. Miller beer variety
 10. Ageless
 12. River in SE Europe
 13. Able to be re-

paired
 14. Type of wrap
 15. Atomic #54
 16. Type of tent
 17. U.S. Treasury 

position
 18. Opposed to
 19. Protective cove-

ring
 21. Bridge building 

degree
 22. Clouding of the 

lens
 27. Priestess of Hera 

loved by Zeus
 28. Unacceptable
 33. Mr. T’s “The 

A-Team” character
 34. American national 

park
 36. One point south of 

due east
 37. Assist in a crime
 38. Greek mythologi-

cal personification 
of Earth

 39. A major division of 
geological time

 40. German courtesy 
title

 41. English family 
dating back to 
Norman times

 44. Discounts
 45. South American 

nation
 48. Former Milwau-

kee Buck Michael
 49. Hostile
 50. Passports and 

drivers licenses 
are two

 51. Discourages from 
doing

CLUES DOWN
  1. Supreme god of 

ancient Egyptians
  2. Nevada city
  3. Energy, style and 

enthusiasm
  4. Bird’s beak
  5. Language
  6. Midway between 

south and sout-
heast

  7. Punjab village
  8. Small biting flies
  9. Sportscaster 

Patrick
 10. A way to get 

around
 11. Repeat
 12. A way to cook 

with fat
 14. Temporary loss of 

consciousness
 17. Reciprocal of a 

sine
 18. Fir tree genus
 20. “Transformers” 

director Michael
 23. Criminals who 

steal
 24. Genus of 

leaf-footed bug
 25. Music product
 26. “Talk to you”
 29. Santa says it 

three times
 30. Doctors’ group
 31. African nation
 32. Ageless
 35. When you hope to 

get somewhere
 36. Worn
 38. Deprives of vigor
 40. Used to have 

(Scottish)
 41. Where you live
 42. Muslim ruler title
 43. Basics
 44. Type of drug 

(abbr.)
 45. Spanish soldier
 46. It precedes two
 47. Illuminated

Foundation, we strongly advocate for 
sensible Social Security reform and we’re 
very optimistic about the program’s fu-
ture. But Congress needs to act soon to 
avoid a cut to everyone’s Social Security 
amount in about 2033. 

The Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other governmen-

tal entity. This article is intended for 
information purposes and does not rep-
resent legal or financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and interpretations of 
the Association Mature Citizens Founda-
tion’s staff, trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-security-advisory or 
email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social Security ad-
visor for AMAC. 

SOCIAL SECURITY from page 1

Open Burning Season
has started

HAMPDEN - The Open Burning Sea-
son started on January 15, 2025 and runs 
through May 1, 2025. Homeowners may 
burn brush, branches and forest debris be-
tween the hours of 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. daily 
through the season.

Other restrictions apply and burning 
may not be allowed on certain days due 
to recent lack of precipitation and strong 
winds. A permit from our department is re-
quired which you can obtain online from 
the following link.

To obtain burn permit visit http://www.
hcburnpermits.com.

Wilbraham Public Library’s 
Winter Reading Kicked Off 
Jan. 1

WILBRAHAM - Get a head start on 
your 2025 reading resolutions with our 
annual

Winter Reading Challenge! 
Starting Jan. 1, record your reading for 

a chance to win gift cards, books, and oth-
er cool prizes. If you’ve participated in our 
seasonal Reading Challenges in the past, 
get started by logging into your Beanstack 
account and selecting the challenge for 
your age group. 

First-time participants can create an ac-
count by visiting wilbrahamlibrary.bean-
stack.com, or by downloading the Bean-
stack Tracker app. Paper logs and review 
forms will also be available in the library.

Teens and adults will receive one raf-
fle ticket for each book read. Participants 
must log and review each book to earn a 
ticket. 

Children through Grade Five will earn 
raffle tickets by tracking the minutes they 
read each day. All reading and reviews 
must be submitted by Feb. 28. 

Kids and teens can pick up participa-
tion rewards starting March 3. Raffle win-
ners will be notified starting March 4.

Questions? Give the library a call at 
413-596-6141 for more info

WPD seeking owner
of found cell phone

WILBRAHAM – The police depart-
ment is asking for the public’s help in find-
ing the owner of a found cell phone, shar-
ing this bulletin to their Facebook page on 
Dec. 31:

“An Android cell phone was recently 
found at Fountain Park. If it’s yours, it will 
be at the Wilbraham Police Department, 
2780 Boston Road. 

You will need to provide proof of own-
ership. It appears to be functional and is 
currently charging.”

Cookbook Club at the
Wilbraham Library

WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham Pub-
lic Library Cookbook Club is meeting on 
Wednesday, Feb. 5 at 6:30 p.m.

This month’s selection is “Barefoot 
Contessa at Home” by Ina Garten.

Please let the library know what you’re 
bringing when registering so we do not du-
plicate recipes. Cooking is encouraged but 
not required for attendance. 

Copies of the book are available now at 
the Service Desk.

The Cookbook Club meets on the first 
Wednesday of every other month at 6:30 
p.m. 

This program is free and open to the 
public, and registration is required. For 
more information or to register, please call 
the library at 413-596-6141.

Scantic River Artisans host-
ing Big Art Show of Small 
Works

HAMPDEN – The Scantic River Arti-
sans will be hosting the Big Art of Small 
Works on Feb. 8 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
Feb. 9 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

A reception will be held on Feb. 9 from 
Noon to 2 p.m.

Folks can also clip out a coupon from 
the Wilbraham-Hampden Times and enter 

a drawing for an original piece of artwork.
This event will take place at 104 Allen 

Street, Hampden, MA (The Community 
Room at the Hampden Senior Center).

For more information, please visit: 
www.scanticriverartisans.com or email: 
info@scanticriverartisans.com

Wilbraham Men’s Glee Club 
to Begin Rehearsals

WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham 
Men’s Glee Club, accompanied by Marcia 
Jackson and conducted by Ray Drury, will 
begin rehearsals for the 2025 concert sea-
son on Monday evening, Jan. 6, at Christ 
the King Lutheran/Episcopal Church at 7 
p.m. Rehearsals will continue each Mon-
day thereafter until 2 concerts in late April/
early May.  

While no audition is required, all inter-
ested should be able to “carry a tune” at-
tend the majority of rehearsals, and be able 
to pay a nominal fee at the first rehearsal to 
cover the cost of sheet music.  

Storytime at the Wilbraham 
Public Library

WILBRAHAM - Registration is now 
open for the winter session of Storytime at 
the Wilbraham Public Library. Join Mrs. B 
for a fun collection of stories, songs, and 
fingerplays geared for children ages three 
to six. 

Kids must come in independently and 
parents/ caretaker must wait in the library. 

Sessions run for six weeks. 
Winter session dates: Thursday Janu-

ary 9, 2025 to February 13, 2025 at 10 a.m. 
Call the library at (413) 596-6141 or 

visit www.wilbrahamlibrary.org to regis-
ter.

Hampden Winter Parking 
Ban Information

HAMPDEN – The Town of Hampden 
Winter Parking Ban will run from Novem-
ber 15, 2024, through April 15, 2025.

Any vehicles left on town roads may be 
towed at the owner’s expense. All vehicles 
that impede snow removal shall be towed 
at the request of the Highway Department.

Drop-In Tech Help at the 
Wilbraham Library

WILBRAHAM– Need help setting up 
an email account, updating your phone, or 
figuring out a new device? Volunteer stu-
dents from Wilbraham & Monson Acade-
my (WMA) will be available for technol-
ogy assistance at the Wilbraham Public 
Library on select Fridays from 3:30 – 5:00 
p.m. Assistance is available on a first 
come, first served basis. Please bring any 
relevant devices and/or log-in and pass-
word information. Contact the library at 
413-596-6141, or visit www.wilbrahamli-
brary.org, for more information about up-
coming dates.

Events&announcements scheduleannouncements schedule

Fire does not appear suspicious; four 
school buses badly damaged 

WILBRAHAM—The Wilbraham Fire 
Department battled a multi-vehicle fire that 
involved four 

unoccupied school buses, Chief Mi-
chael Andrews said on Jan. 21.

“At this stage, this morning’s fire does 
not appear suspicious, but the exact cause 
remains under investigation,” Chief An-
drews said. No injuries were reported and 
no workers or community residents were in 
danger.” 

A passerby reported the fire at 2045 
Boston Road at about 1:40 that morning. 
On arrival, firefighters observed four bus-
es burning at the bus yard that serves the 

Hampden-Wilbraham Regional School 
District as well as schools in Ludlow. 
Working in bitterly cold temperatures, fire-
fighters attacked the blaze and were able to 
bring it under control in about 45 minutes. 
They continued to extinguish hotspots for 
more than two hours. 

The origin and cause of the fire are un-
der investigation by the Wilbraham Fire De-
partment and State Police fire investigators 
assigned to the State Fire Marshal’s office. 

The fire departments of Ludlow, Palm-
er, and East Longmeadow provided mutual 
aid at the scene. The Department of Fire 
Services deployed a Rehab unit to support 
firefighter health and safety in temperatures 
around zero degrees.

Wilbraham Fire Department battles 
early-morning fire in bus garage
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SCHOOLS
HCC scholarship 
season opens Tuesday, 
Jan. 21

HOLYOKE -  The Holyoke Community College 
Foundation will begin accepting scholarship applications 
for the 2025-2026 academic year on Tuesday, Jan. 21.

The application deadline is Friday, March 14, 2025. 
Last year, the HCC Foundation awarded 388 schol-

arships worth about $350,000 to 323 incoming, current, 
and transferring HCC students. Some students received 
multiple scholarship awards. The average scholarship 
award is typically around $900.

“Awarding scholarships to deserving students has 
been a cornerstone of the work of the HCC Foundation 
since its founding,” said Amanda Sbriscia, vice president 
of Institutional Advancement and executive director of 
the HCC Foundation. “Scholarships established by do-
nors celebrate academic achievement, community ser-
vice, and civic engagement, and, most importantly, these 
funds ensure hundreds of students have the resources 
they need to complete their college degrees.”

Students must be currently enrolled at HCC or have 
been accepted for the upcoming academic year to be eli-
gible for scholarships.

“While the recent launch of MassEducate, the state’s 
free-community-college-for-all program, has made HCC 
accessible to more individuals, that only means we have 
a greater responsibility to ensure students make it to 
the finish line,” Sbriscia said. “Tuition and fees repre-
sent only a portion of the cost of being a college student 
today, and, oftentimes, a donor scholarship can truly 
change a student’s life.”

Applicants need only to fill out a single online form to 
be automatically matched with the scholarships they are 
most qualified to receive. There are scholarships for new 
students, current students and students transferring to 
other institutions, scholarships based on financial need, 
scholarships for students in specific majors, scholarships 
for residents of certain communities, and scholarships 
that recognize academic achievement.

To view scholarship opportunities and begin the ap-
plication process, please go to:  www.hcc.edu/scholar-
ships.

Last January, HCC opened a dedicated Scholarship 
Resource Center to help current and incoming students 
navigate the process of applying for scholarships and fill-
ing out the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid). The office, located on the first floor of the Donahue 
Building (Room 158) is open Monday through Friday, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m.  

The HCC Foundation is a 501(c)(3) that works to ad-
vance the college’s mission, vision, and values. Founded 
in 1968 as the Friends of Holyoke Community College, 
in response to a devastating fire that forced the college to 
rebuild on a new campus, the Foundation now manages 
assets of more than $20 million, the largest community 
college foundation endowment in Massachusetts.

Questions should be directed to the HCC Foundation 
office at 413-552-2182, or by email to  scholarships@
hcc.edu.

HCC announces Fall 2024 
Dean’s List

HOLYOKE - Holyoke Community College is proud to 
recognize the students who earned Dean’s List honors for 
the Fall 2024 semester. Each term, HCC recognizes superi-
or scholarship through the Dean’s List. A student is placed 
on the Dean’s List if their G.P.A. is 3.2 or higher. The stu-
dents listed below from Hampden and Wilbraham have 
earned Dean’s List honors for the Fall 2024 term.

Hampden:
Ava Pauline Humphrey, Adison Oliveras and Adam 

Edward Poulin.
Wilbraham:

Jose Aguila, Liam George Colclough, Martin Ed-
ward Cunningham, Michelle Kristine Czuber, Malyna 
Jade Dansereau, Deborah Ann Farnham, Mia Yareisha 
Figueroa, Nicholas A. Gentile, Miranda Lee Krauza, 
Olivia Catherine Picard, Alison Smythe, Sophia Strand 
and Alexa Taylor Sullivan.

Campus 
N o t e s

Local student earns place 
on Furnam Univ. Dean’s List 

GREENVILLE, S.C. - Allison Kandel of Wilbraham, 
Massachusetts, earned a place on Furman University’s 
dean’s list for the 2024 fall semester. 

Furman’s dean’s list is composed of full-time under-
graduate students who earn a grade point average of 3.4 
or higher on a four-point system. Kandel’s parents and/or 
guardians are Anthony Kandel and Anne Kandel.

STCC announces fall 
2024 dean’s list

SPRINGFIELD -  Springfield Techni-
cal Community College  celebrates the ac-
complishment of the 922 students who were 
named to the fall 2024 dean›s list.

The dean’s list is published each semes-
ter to recognize excellence in academic per-
formance. To be considered, degree-seeking 
students must earn 12 or more college level 
credits in the current semester, or a total of 12 
or more combined college-level credits earned 
during the fall and spring semesters, and 
achieve a 3.3 or above grade point average.

The following students from Wilbraham 
and Hampden made the dean’s list.

Hampden
Madelyn Grace Bartolucci, Christi-

na Shannon Clark, Abigail Dean, Justine 
Marie Guyer, Dylan Douglas Hess, Abigail 
Pronovost, Karley Sarene Taylor, Emma R. 
Tougas

Wilbraham
Nicholas L. Aubrey, Anthony James 

Crochiere, Kayleigh Cheryl Delamarter, 
Mikhail Dizhur, Rose Elizabeth Eldridge, 
Ryan Ferris Eldridge, Sadat Golestaneh, 
Cameron Ross Hanks, Maurice Kearney, 
Olivia Anna Ladouceur, Melissa Lee Laro-
chelle, Savannah S. Leir-Arterburn, Julia 
Rose Lewis, Noah Burke Mayock, Eliz-
abeth C. Mendoza, Kristina Robertovna 
Meyko, Ayaniz Darlene Miranda, Matthew 
Murphy, Donovan Edward Neiford, Peter 
T. Nguyen, Vyan Kamlesh Patel, Joseph 
William Picard, Isabella G. Pietras, Jake 
Michael Pietras, Daniel Gerard Ryzewicz, 
Heather Michelle Sasen, Luis Isai Soto To-
var, Lia R. Stefaniak, Andrew Theodore 
Strand

Derek Semanie named to 
Dean’s List at UNE

BIDDEFORD AND PORTLAND, MAINE , TANGI-
ER, MOROCCO  - Derek Semanie of Wilbraham, MA, has 
been named to the Dean’s List for the 2024 fall semester at 
the University of New England. Dean’s List students have 
attained a grade point average of 3.3 or better out of a pos-
sible 4.0 at the end of the semester.

Wilbraham Junior 
Women’s Club 
Scholarship

WILBRAHAM - The GFWC Wilbraham Junior 
Women’s Club is dedicated to community improve-
ment by enhancing the lives of others through volun-
teer service.  In keeping with who we are, The Wil-
braham Junior Women’s Club is offering a $1,000 
scholarship to a Minnechaug High School graduating 
senior who will be attending a 2-year, 4- year or other 
accredited institution of higher learning. 

Applications are available in the Minnechaug Re-
gional High School Guidance Office. 

Completed applications must be postmarked by 
April 1, 2025 and mailed to: 

Wilbraham Junior Women’s Club, Attention Schol-
arship Committee , PO Box 14 , Wilbraham, MA 
01095.

Rotary Scholarship 
applications now available

WILBRAHAM - The Scholarship Committee of the 
Rotary Club of Wilbraham-Hampden has announced 
that applications for the 2025 Rotary Club scholarships 
are now available in the Guidance Departments of Min-
nechaug Regional High School, Wilbraham & Monson 
Academy and Pope Francis Preparatory School.

Applications are due no later than April 1, 2025. The 
scholarships are available to qualified high school se-
niors who are residents of Wilbraham or Hampden.

The club will award nine scholarships, each in the 
amount of $2,000. Applications may also be obtained 
from Brad Sperry by calling (413) 537-4171.

Wilbraham Women’s Club 
to Award Scholarships

WILBRAHAM- The Wilbraham Women’s Club will 
be awarding $1,500. scholarships to graduating seniors 
who are residents of Wilbraham or Hampden, and who 
will be attending a four-year college or university.

The criteria considered are academic achievement, 
character, and leadership. Application guidelines are 
available in the Guidance Office at Minnechaug Region-
al High School. 

For those attending other high schools, please email 
Mrs. Rae Teed, Scholarship Committee Chair, at rae.
teed@gmail.com. Applications must be postmarked by 
March 21, 2015 to be considered.

Polish Junior League of 
Massachusetts awarding 
scholarships

REGION – The Polish Junior League of Massa-
chusetts has announced that it will be awarding schol-
arships again this year for college students of Polish 
Heritage. 

Scholarships will be awarded to undergraduate 
students, and one scholarship will be granted to a 
graduate or returning student. Application informa-
tion and forms may be obtained at www.polishjunior-
leaguema.org/applications.

Deadline for receipt of application materials is 
May 1, 2025.

Selection is based upon financial need and aca-
demic achievement.

Applications are available online at www.polish-
juniorleaguema.org/applications.

Women’s Club February 
General Meeting/Pasta 
Party 

WILBRAHAM – Wilbraham Women’s Club will 
be holding their next meeting and a Pasta Party on 
Thursday, Feb. 13.

11:30 a.m. is for social time with a Noon lunch at 
the St. Cecilia Parish Center.

The guest will be with Erin from the Wilbraham 
Senior Center who oversees Fit After 60. 

Erin will provide lots of tips for keeping fit and 
healthy after 60. She will be incorporating some cog-
nitive and balance exercises in her demonstration.  

Join us for pasta, salad and dessert. All welcome. 
Please give Linda Raffa a call if you will be joining 

us as a guest at 413 596-8245 before Feb. 6.  
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SPORTS

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WILBRAHAM—After starting 
the regular season with several tour-
naments and dual meets on the road, 
the Minnechaug wrestling team 
faced Valley League rival Chicopee 
High School without having to board 
a bus for the first time this winter. 

The dual meet was tied a couple 
of times before the Falcons managed 
to pull away for a 55-24 victory over 
the Pacers in front of a large crowd 

inside the Minnechaug Gymnasium, 
last Wednesday night.   

“It was very nice to celebrate a 
win in front of our fans for the first 
time this season,” said Minnechaug 
head coach Taylor Pfaff. “The kids 
felt the energy that was in the gym 
tonight. They really needed the ex-
tra boast, especially after we’ve been 
competing on the road during the 
past couple of months.”

A year ago, the Falcons captured 
the Division 2 state championship 
title for the first time in school histo-

ry. They’re looking to repeat as state 
champions this year. 

“We’ve wrestled against some 
of the top programs in the state so 
far this season,” Pfaff added. “We 
also went to a tournament outside of 
Albany, New York at the beginning 
of the season We competed against 
some of the top New York wrestlers 
at that tournament. I want my guys 
to enjoy the regular season, but we’re 
preparing for the postseason tourna-

Falcons prevail in dual meet

Please see FALCONS, page 9

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Lincoln Stiles locks up at 150 pounds.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Cailin O’Brien shoots on target for the Falcons. Elizabeth Woytowicz makes her way down the court. 

More photos on page 16.

Falcons take care of Pittsfield in matinee

Chaug hockey gets 
split with Green Wave

Enzo Hrycay tries to get past an opponent.

JJ Abeid looks to pass ahead of defensive pressure.

Liam Faneuff backhands the puck and takes 
possession.

WEST SPRINGFIELD – Last week, Minnechaug 
Regional hockey had a rare home-and-home with 
Greenfield, playing the Green Wave twice in three 
days. The first matchup took place last Thursday eve-
ning at Olympia Ice Center. The Falcons scored the 
4-3 win on their home ice in that matchup. The Fal-
cons then traveled to Greenfield for the second match-
up and suffered a 4-2 loss on the road. The Falcons 
are 4-8 now on the season and are also on the outside 
of the playoff hunt as they are not in the top 32 in 
Division 2. A couple of wins, however, could change 
that for Minnechaug, allowing them to enter the state 
tournament without a .500 record. The Falcons next 
face West Springfield on Thursday, Feb. 6 at 6:30 p.m.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Ben Daniels wins the faceoff.
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SPRINGFIELD  — The Springfield Thunderbirds (18-17-2-2) 
got a combined eight points from their top line but ultimately fell 
in a shootout by a 4-3 score to the Providence Bruins (23-13-3-1) 
last Saturday night before a seventh sellout crowd this season at the 
MassMutual Center.

T-Birds captain Matthew Peca got the capacity crowd energized 
just 3:48 into the first period, taking a slip pass from Matt Luff in 
the high slot and wiring a shot over Brandon Bussi's blocker to give 
Springfield the 1-0 advantage.

Springfield carried over their strong special teams night on Fri-
day by dispatching the Bruins' lone power play of the first period, 
but the Providence attack kept pressing the issue. Georgii Merkulov 
evened the slate at 13:35 with a one-touch finish from just outside 
the blue paint, beating Vadim Zherenko upstairs to tie the score 1-1.

Neither team generated much offense in the closing minutes of 
the period, and the tie game carried into period two, with Provi-
dence outshooting Springfield 10-6 in the opening 20 minutes.

The Bruins vaulted to their first lead just 1:59 into the second 
period when Frederic Brunet found a home with a point shot off a 
faceoff play, making it 2-1.The T-Birds had a golden chance to get 
back in the game as they went to a 4-on-3 power play shortly after 
the Brunet tally, but Bussi and the Providence penalty killers held 
the fort.

Later in the frame, with Providence on a power play, Ian Mitch-
ell rocketed a one-timer past Zherenko, and the visitors' lead grew 
to 3-1 at 11:04 of the frame.

In desperate need of a spark, Peca and the top line provided one 
at 15:32 when the captain entered the zone and lifted a shot over 
the net. Fortunately enough, the puck careened right to the side of 
the goal, where MacKenzie MacEachern jabbed it through Bussi to 
bring Springfield back to within a goal, 3-2. With the good fortune, 
the veteran winger picked up his fifth goal in his last nine games. 

On the very next shift, MacEachern and Peca were at it again, 
with the captain spotting MacEachern behind the net, and the wing-
er blindly throwing a perfect pass in front of the goal to Luff, who 
mashed it home before Bussi could position himself and, thanks to 
two goals in just 18 seconds, the game was tied, 3-3, heading into 
the third. 

Springfield kept pressing in the final period, but Bussi and the 
top defensive squad in the AHL kept the home side from gaining 
the advantage. Zherenko was also up to the challenge, stopping five 
shots in the third, including a dangerous close-in chance for Fabian 
Lysell in the dying minutes. 

3-on-3 overtime proved to be a showcase of the two netminders' 
skills, as Bussi and Zherenko traded spectacular saves during the 
frenetic five-minute frame. Each team had four chances to ice the 
game, but thanks to the goalies, a shootout would be needed. 

Merkulov ultimately made the difference, beating Zherenko 
in the opening round of the skills competition, while Bussi turned 
away Tanner Dickinson, forced Luff to hit a post, and then stone-
walled Dalibor Dvorsky to earn the extra point for Providence.

PORTLAND, Me. – Worcester’s eight-game 
points streak, second-longest in team history, 
ended here Friday night via a 4-2 loss to the 
Maine Mariners. The Railers fell behind very 
early, eventually trailed by 3-0, and were never 
able to summon the energy to come all the way 
back.

“I thought they were flat,” coach Nick Tuz-
zolino said. “I thought they were emotionless in 
the first period. It was not my favorite game with 
that group.”

The defeat was part of a bad standings night 
for Worcester. Two teams trailing them in the bat-
tle for the fourth playoff spot both won. Maine 
closed to within five points of Worcester and has 
three games in hand. Reading, suddenly very hot, 
also won.

The Royals are 5-0-1 in their last six games. 
They are just one point behind Worcester. Both 
teams have played 40 games.

Griffin Luce and Jordan Kaplan had the 
Worcester goals. Luce’s was his fifth of the sea-
son, extending a career high. 

Jacob Hudson, Tristan Thompson, Owen Ped-
erson and Nick Jermain scored for Maine. Hud-
son made it 1-0 a mere 67 seconds into the game 

as the Railers got off to a tentative start.
Once again a Railers game was stagnated by 

goal reviews. There were two. Both went against 
Worcester. One was an overturn of a floating shot 
by Kaplan that went over goalie Maine goalie 
Ryan Bischel’s glove with Griffin Loughran in 
front in the first period.

Right after that, Thompson scored a power 
play goal that looked like Michael Bullion was 
interfered with. That goal held up.

It was a game of hard feelings. There were 23 
penalties called good for a combined total of 84 
minutes, a season high.

Luce’s goal came at 6:07 of the third period. 
It cut the Maine lead to 3-1 and was scored only 
21 seconds after Pederson’s goal. Kaplan scored 
on a pretty wraparound at 14:40 for the game’s 
final goal

Bischel got the win as he stopped 27. Bullion 
made 28 saves for Worcester.

Recent Railers games have been overrun 
with goal reviews and it really takes away from 
the flow and momentum. Worcester’s last eight 
games have averaged 2 hours, 37 minutes. That is 
well above standards from past seasons.

Tommy Baldwin Racing announced Wednes-
day that Jack Baldwin will pilot the historic 7NY 
in over 20 Tour-Type Modified events during the 
2025 season.

The bulk of the races will come on the 
SMART Modified Tour - as Baldwin will com-
pete in the full 14-race calendar driving the 7NY. 
Jack has two SMART Modified Tour starts to his 
credit, scoring 5th and 8th place finishes in 2024. 

Jack will also compete in the Tour-Type Mod-
ified events at New Smyrna Speedway’s World 
Series of Asphalt Stock Car Racing from Febru-
ary 10-14, along with end of the season events at 
Riverhead Raceway (Islip 300) and Wall Stadi-
um Speedway (Turkey Derby). Additional events 
may be announced at a later date.

Jack is the reigning 602 Modified champion 
at New Smyrna and has multiple 602 Modified 

wins. In 2025, he will chase his first career Tour-
Type win.

“Jack has run select events the last few years 
but we’re excited to have him a full season in the 
Tour-Type Modifieds to continue to gain experi-
ence and refine his skills behind the wheel,” team 
owner Tommy Baldwin Jr. said. “He will be run-
ning against stout competition in every race he 
runs.”

“I’m definitely excited to get the chance to 
race on the SMART Modified Tour full-time,” 
Jack said. “Watching the series the last few years, 
you can tell the racing is tight and the compe-
tition is unlike anything else when it comes to 
Modified racing in the south. Driving the 7NY 
and working with our family team all year will be 
special. Excited to kick it off with Speedweeks at 
New Smyrna.”

T-Birds fall in shootout 
against Bruins

Worcester’s point streak ends in loss

Jack Baldwin to take part in modified 
tour this season

WILBRAHAM – Last Monday after-
noon, Minnechaug Regional High School 
girls basketball scored another win, this 
one coming against Pittsfield High School 
49-39. Ava Ofcarcik led the team with 14 
points while Lyric Nelson contributed 12 
points while two others had seven points 

each. The Falcons also beat Westfield 45-
32 last Thursday evening and are now 7-2 
on the regular season. Minnechuag will 
next face Chicopee and Belchertown on 
back-to-back nights Jan. 30 and 31, both 
with 7 p.m. start times on the road.

Ava Ofcarcik receives a 
pass.

Alani Botas 
crosses the court 
for Minnechaug.

Brielle Foley attempts a backwards layup.Lyric Nelson reaches out 
for the long layup.

Falcons take care of Pittsfield in matinee
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ments. That’s when we want to be 
peaking.”     

Every wrestling team qualifies for 
the Western Mass. tournament. The 
top four teams in each division ad-
vance to the state tournament. 

The Falcons didn’t have very 
much trouble dispatching the Pacers 
during the past three seasons. 

The only dual meet of this season 
between the two squads was very 
competitive. 

“We do have a lot of new wres-
tlers this year, and they’ve come a 
long way so far this season,” said 
Chicopee head coach Tiana Roy. 
“We just need to keep improving in 
every meet.”

In the first varsity match of the 
evening, Mason Howard posted a pin 
with 1:10 remaining in the first round 
of the 106 weight class giving the 
home team a 6-0 lead. 

The Pacers tied the score for the 

first time when Aidan Costa won the 
113 weight class by a forfeit.

Chicopee took a six point lead 
when Nevaeh Santiago, who compet-
ed at 120, won his match by disqual-
ification in the final seconds of the 
first round. 

In the 126 weight class, Min-
nechaug’s Jordan Dietz recorded a 
pin with 11.4 seconds left in the first 
round tying the score of the overall 
match for the second time at 12-12. 

The Falcons quickly retook 
the lead when Kai Ly won the 132 
weight class by a technical fall with 
1:30 remaining in the second round. 
Ly, who held a 15-3 advantage after 
the first round, built a 15 point lead 
in the second round, which ended the 
match giving his team five points.

The Falcons added six more 
points to their lead (23-12) when 
Ryan Ice posted a pin with 40 sec-
onds left in the first round of the 138 
weight class.  

Chicopee first pin of the evening 

was recorded by Michael Jenkins in 
the middle of the first round in the 
144 weight class. 

That win sliced the Pacers deficit 
to 23-18, but they wouldn’t get any 
closer than that the rest of the match.

The Falcons built a 41-18 advan-
tage following three straight pins by 
Lincoln Stiles (150), Vinh Nguyen 
(157), and Hunter Gormally (165). 

One of the best matches of the 
evening took place in the 175 weight 
class.

The score was tied at 6-6 enter-
ing the third round before Chicopee’s 
Nathyn Penn pinned his opponent 
with 59.7 seconds remaining on the 
scoreboard clock.

At that point, the Pacers still had 
an opportunity to make a comeback, 
but the Falcons wound up winning 
the final three matches.

Just like Ly did, Matt McPhail 
won the 190 weight class by techni-
cal fall in the second round. 

Then Ryan Jacobson squeaked 

FALCONS from page 15

Vinh Ngyuen goes for a headlock. Hunter Gormally goes for the takedown at 165 pounds.

Sean Rooney tries to avoid a takedown. Matthew MacPhil gets the takedown and holds an advantage at 190 pounds.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Ryan Jacobsen goes for the leg takedown.

out a 12-7 decision over Raymond Alvarez in the 215 
weight class.

In the 285 weight class, John Bermudez only needed a 
minute to record a pin which made the final score 55-24.

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

Celebrate Love with a 
Valentine’s Day Card 
Making Extravaganza

WILBRAHAM - Wilbraham Public Library invites 
all budding artists to join us for a special Valentine’s Day 
card-making event! Tuesday, Feb. 4 at 4 p.m.

Get ready to spread the love! Children of all ages are 
encouraged to unleash their creativity and craft heartfelt 
Valentine’s Day cards. All necessary supplies will be pro-
vided. Parents are asked to stay with their child for this 
event.

Here’s the sweetest part:
Create a card for someone special: Show your love 

to a family member, friend, or teacher with a unique and 
personalized card.

Spread the love to others: Make an extra card to do-
nate to a home-bound library patron.

Registration is encouraged to ensure we have enough 
supplies for everyone. Please call (413) 596-6141 or visit 
wilbrahamlibrary.org to register.

Let’s make this Valentine’s Day extra special by shar-
ing the love through the art of card making!

Support 
the local

businesses 
that support
your local

newspaper.
Let them know
you  saw their

ad in the

Wilbraham
Hampden

Times
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

SEASONED CORDWOOD
All hardwood. Cut & split to your length 
$300 a cord. No delivery charge on two 
cord orders.

Call or text 413-668-7858

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD 
STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald 
Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413) 563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall 
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

INSTRUCTION
FADER’S FITNESS

 “We can always work something out.”

Offering tailored exercise and nutrition 
services for adults, specializing in ac-
tive and static exercise. Fully certified 
in personal training and nutrition and 
insured in the state of MA. 
Call 914-708-7849 or send inquiries 
to faderci@gmail.com

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE

 Excavator Services
Overgrown property?

Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal

Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand

Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal

Insured
 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing 
in residential roofs & repairs, chim-
ney repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-
566-5596/413-433-5073. Lic. 
#105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090. 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free 
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s 
Comp. Remove them before the wind 
takes them down. Cordwood, stump 
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212.

FOR SALE SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20252025

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOON

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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ACTIVITIES COORDINATOR
Council on Aging for the 

Town of Oakham is seeking 
an experienced 

Activities Coordinator.  
Miscellaneous duties to include sup-
porting current programs and devel-
oping new programs to increase atten-
dance and participation of the growing 
aging population in the Oakham Senior 
Center. Up to 12 hours per week (flex-
ible) $20.00/hr. depending upon expe-
rience.  Resume should be sent to Ad-
min@Oakham-Ma.gov. or mailed 
to Board of Selectmen, Town 
of Oakham, 2 Coldbrook Road, 
Oakham, MA 01068.

COA COORDINATOR for Town of 
Westhampton. Description available 
online at www.westhamptonma.
gov. Applications accepted until po-
sition filled.

HAMPDEN POLICE DEPART-
MENT is now accepting applications 
for a FULL-TIME police officer. 
Review of applications begins immedi-
ately. Visit www.hampdenpolice.
com for more information. EOE

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR 
Middlefield, MA.  

Part-time, ~960 hrs/yr, 
$36-40,000 range.

Email resume+ cover letter 
highlighting strengths/ flexibility to

Administrative Assistant:
middlefield.assistant

@gmail.com

TOWN OF BARRE 

Cemetery Clerk
The Town of Barre is seeking qualified 
applicants for the part-time position 
of Cemetery Clerk. This position is 
approximately 10 hours per week and 
the minimum hourly rate is $15.00/
hour and the maximum hourly rate 
is $18.02/hour.  A full job description 
is available upon request. Applicants 
must have HS Diploma or GED, with 
a minimum of two to three years’ ex-
perience in office setting, or equivalent 
combination of education and experi-
ence.  
Interested applicants should submit a 
letter of interest to: Tammy Martin, 
Town Administrator, 40 West 
Street, Suite 697, Barre MA 
01005 or townadmin@townof-
barre.com. 
For further information, please con-
tact the Board of Selectmen’s Office at 
(978) 355-2504 x135.  
A.A. / E.O.E.

WILBRAHAM UNITED CHURCH 
is hiring a sexton three evenings, 7-10 
hours per week, $16 per hour. Addi-
tional compensation for  hours needed 
for weddings and funerals. 

Please send resume to 
admin@wilbraham
unitedchurch.org

More information found at www.wilbra-
hamunitedchurch.org/about-us-2/

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

BRIGHT SPACIOUS 2 BED-
ROOM IN INDIAN ORCHARD, 
3RD FLOOR. $1,100. LARGE KITCH-
EN-LIVING ROOM COMBO. ELEC-
TRIC HEAT. NO SMOKING, NO PETS. 
GOOD CREDIT. 413-543-3062

GREEN STREET, PALMER New-
ly renovated 1 bedroom apt. porch, 
off-street parking, coin-op laundry, 
$1,500/ mo includes heat. No Pets. 
Call Tom 413-896-1555

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED REAL ESTATE

WILBRAHAM 
PLANNING BOARD
The Wilbraham Planning 

Board will hold a Public 
Hearing on  Wednesday, 
February 12, 2025, at 6:00 
PM  in the Town Office 
Building, 240 Springfield 
Street, on the application 
of Derrin & Lynn Grimard 
for a Special Permit (SP25-
01) to exceed the size and 
garage door limitations in 
Sections 3.9.2.2 and 4.4.8 
of the Wilbraham Zoning 
By-Law to allow construc-
tion of a 624 square foot 
(21’ in height) detached 
accessory building (garage) 
with two garage doors on 
property owned by Derrin 
& Lynn Grimard locat-
ed at 7 Kensington Drive 
as shown on plans on file 
in the Planning Office and 
posted for public viewing 
on the Planning Board page 
of the Town of Wilbraham 
website at www.wilbra-
ham-ma.gov/123/Planning-
Board. Both in person and 
virtual participation are 
available. To participate 
virtually go to https://meet.
goto.com/915564309 or call 
866-899-4679 (Access Code: 
915-564-309).

James Rooney, Chair 
01/23, 01/30/2025

WILBRAHAM 
PLANNING BOARD
The Wilbraham Planning 

Board will hold a Public 
Hearing on Wednesday, 
February 12, 2025, at 6:15 
PM  in the Town Office 
Building, 240 Springfield 
Street, on the application of 
Joseph & Sharon Dussault 
for a Special Permit (SP25-
02) to exceed the size and 
garage door l imitations 
in 3.9.2.2 of the Zoning 
By-Law and Ridgeline & 
Hillside District approval 
under 9.3 of the Wilbraham 
Zoning By-Law to con-
struct a 1,961± square foot 
attached garage with two 
garage doors on property 
owned by Joseph & Sharon 

Dussault located at 15 Valley 
View Drive as shown on 
plans on file in the Planning 
Office and posted for pub-
lic viewing on the Planning 
Board page of the Town of 
Wilbraham website at www.
wi lbraham-ma.gov/123/
Planning-Board. Both in per-
son and virtual participation 
are available. To participate 
virtually go to https://meet.
goto.com/915564309 or call 
866-899-4679 (Access Code: 
915-564-309). 

James Rooney, Chair
01/23, 01/30/2025

WILBRAHAM 
PLANNING BOARD
The Wilbraham Planning 

Board will hold a Public 
Hearing on Wednesday, 
February 12, 2025 at 5:45 
PM  in the Town Office 
Building, 240 Springfield 
Street, on the application 
of All Energy Solar for a 
Special Permit (SP24-04) 
as required under Section 
3.9.1.3 of the Wilbraham 
Z o n i n g  B y - L a w  a n d 
Ridgeline-Hillside District 
approval under Section 9.3 
of the Zoning By-Law to 
allow a ground-mounted 
solar energy system with a 
total footprint area exceed-
ing 1,000 square feet to be 
installed and operated as an 
accessory use to the exist-
ing single-family residence 
owned by Andrew Marecki 
located at 655 Ridge Road 
as shown on plans on file 
in the Planning Office and 
posted for public viewing 
on the Planning Board page 
of the Town of Wilbraham 
website at www.wilbra-
ham-ma.gov/123/Planning-
Board. Both in person and 
virtual participation are 
available. To participate 
virtually go to https://meet.
goto.com/915564309 or call 
866-899-4679 (Access Code: 
915-564-309).

James Rooney, Chair 
01/23, 01/30/2025

LEGAL NOTICE
Sale of Motor Vehicle Under 

G.L. c. 255 Sec. 39A
B a c h  Tow i n g  I n c . , 

165 Benton Drive, East 
Longmeadow, MA is holding 
a private sale of the follow-
ing vehicle on 02/06/2025 at 
2:00 p.m. to satisfy our garage 
keepers lien thereon for stor-
age and towing charges and 
expenses of Notices of Sale.
Danielle Van Allen
26 Bristal St.
Ludlow, MA 01056
2012 Ford Focus SE
VIN# 1FAHP3F24CL179273 
01/16, 01/23, 01/30/2025 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE
This ad is pursuant to MA 
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A 
as of Februrary 7, 2025 the 
following motor vehicle will 
be for sale to satisfy a garage 
keepers lien:
Vehicle :
2005 Mercedes E
VIN: WBAVLIC59EVY17128 
COLOR: Gray
LKO: Ludero Monterio
67 Fuller St., Apt. 1
Brockton MA 02301

R & S Assoc. Inc
PO Box 543

Wilbraham MA 01095
413-596-4374

01/23, 01/30, 02/06/2025

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

PUBLIC NOTICES

WILBRAHAM/HAMPDEN - On Fri-
day, January 24, 2025, at approximately 
7:15 a.m., members of the Wilbraham Po-
lice Department along with the assistance 
of the Hampden Police Department and a 
canine from the Hampden County Sher-
iff’s office executed two search warrants 
for illegal narcotics. 

One search warrant was executed at a 
location in Wilbraham and the other was 
at a location in Hampden. These warrants 
were the result of an investigation into the 
possession and sale of illegal narcotics.

During the execution of these search 
warrants officers recovered several illegal 
narcotics, packaging materials, cutting 
agents and paraphernalia. Also located 
were two high-capacity firearms, ammu-
nition and body armor. 

Nicholas Shea, 18, of Hampden was 
arrested and charged with the following:

1. Possession of a large capacity fire-
arm (2 counts)

2. Possession of a large capacity feed-
ing device (4 counts)

3. Illegal possession of a firearm (2 
counts)

4. Violation of a drug free school zone
5. Conspiracy to violate the drug act
6. Sale or Possession of a class D sub-

stance within 300’ of a school
7. Minor in possession of alcohol

8. Possession of a Class B substance 
(Oxycodone)

9. Possession of a Class B substance 
(Aderol)

10. Possession of a Class C substance 
(Psilocybin Mushrooms)

11. Possession of a Class E substance 
(Xanax)

12. Possession of a Class A substance 
with intent to distribute (Fentanyl)

13. Possession of a Class C substance 
with intent to distribute (Xanax)

14. Possession of a Class B substance 
with the intent to distribute (Oxycodone)

15. Possession of a Class B substance 
with the intent to distribute (Adderall)

16. Possession of a Class A substance 
with the intent to distribute (Fentanyl)

17. Possession of a Class B substance 
with the intent to distribute (Psilocybin 
Mushrooms)

18. Possession with the intent to dis-
tribute Class D substance (marijuana)

19. Possession of a Class B substance 
(Cocaine)

20. Possession of a Class B substance 
(Crack cocaine)

21. Possession with the intent to dis-
tribute Intoxicating Vapors

22. Possession of a firearm without a 
license.

Police Departments make illegal 
narcotics arrest

Fire does not appear 
suspicious; home damaged 
by fire 

WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham 
Fire Department battled a two-alarm 
house fire located at 939 Monson Road, 
Chief Michael Andrews said on Jan. 25. 

“The fire does not appear suspicious, 
but the exact cause remains under in-
vestigation,” Chief Andrews said. “For-
tunately, the home had working smoke 
alarms and everyone made it out safely.” 

The homeowner called 911 reporting 
the home was on fire at 3:05 that morn-
ing. On arrival, firefighters observed 
fire showing from the home. Firefight-
ers made an aggressive interior attack 
and had the fire under control in about 
30 minutes. They continued to extin-
guish hotspots for more than an hour. 
The home suffered severe fire and water 
damage. 

The origin and cause of the fire are 
under investigation by the Wilbraham 
Fire Department and State Police fire 
investigators assigned to the State Fire 
Marshal’s office. 

The fire departments of Ludlow, 
Palmer, Three Rivers, Monson, Hamp-
den, Westover AFB and East Long-
meadow provided mutual aid at the 
scene. The Department of Fire Services 
deployed a Rehab unit to support fire-
fighter health and safety in temperatures 
around zero degrees.

Photo courtesy of Wilbraham Fire Department

Wilbraham Fire Dept. knocks down 
early-morning house fire

HAMPDEN - On February 12, 
2025, the Scantic Valley Water District 
(SVWD) Commissioners will hold an 
informational meeting for residents to 
discuss the expansion of the SVWD to 
homes located within an area defined by 
the Massachusetts Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection as potentially im-
pacted by PFAS contamination. 

If you currently participate in the 
private well testing program you should 
receive an invitation letter in the mail 
with additional details about the upcom-

ing meeting and the project. The meet-
ing will be held at the Hampden Town 
House between 7 and 8:30 p.m. 

This open-house style meeting 
means that you can arrive anytime be-
tween 7 and 8:30 p.m. and stay as long 
or as short of a time as you need. 

The SVWD Commissioners and the 
SVWD’s consulting engineer will be 
in attendance along with project details 
and plans for your review. 

Please direct any questions to Water-
Comm@hampdenma.gov.    

Scantic Valley Water District Expansion 
Open House Informational Meeting
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CALL TODAY!
413-566-8015

GIO’S LOUNGE
Beer - Wine - Spirits - Cocktails

COME DINE WITH US!
Gourmet Pizzas • Grinders
Giant Calzones • Seafood
Salads • Wings & More

Order from Gio’s 
For Your BIG GAME 

Watch Party!

Extended Hours for Lounge
Keno & Lottery Available

9 Allen St., • Hampden Mini Mall • Hampden, MA (413) 566-8015
                                       | www.giospizzeria.com

Visit Our Website to Enroll In Our
NEW CUSTOMER LOYALTY REWARDS PROGRAM!
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EST. 2011

PIZZERIA & LOUNGE

ENJOY ALL THE 
GAMES IN OUR 

LOUNGE!
Playoff Games, 

the Big Game and 
March Madness.

Open Wed.-Sun.
Closed Mon. & Tues.

WINE DOWN 
WEDNESDAYS $19

2341 Boston Rd., (Rt. 20), Wilbraham, MA

413.279.2020
route20barandgrille.com

SERVING: TUES. & WED. 4-9PM
THURS.-SAT. 11:30AM-9:30PM • SUN. 10:30AM-8PM

WITH EXTENDED BAR HOURS EVERY NIGHT
RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED FOR PARTIES OF 6 OR MORE

BRUNCH

$18 PRIME RIB 
NIGHT EVERY TUESDAY
Dine In Only • While Supplies Last

Sundays 10:30-2:30
PLUS OUR REGULAR MENU UNTIL 8PM

Thurs. - Sat. 11:30
Sun. 10:30

LUNCH

Bar & Grille
EST. 2016

Valentine’s Valentine’s WeekendWeekend
JOIN US❤ ❤ ❤                ❤ ❤ ❤

JOIN US FOR THE  
BIG GAME
 Sunday, Feb. 9th

Pre-Game Tail Party! 
Specially Priced Apps

2-6pm in the bar

$17 STEAK N’ BREW
EVERY SUNDAY NIGHT!

x

LIVE MUSIC!
Meet up Meet up with friends with friends at Route 20!at Route 20!

Thursday 1/30
Dave O’Connell

Friday 1/31
The Storytellers

Saturday 2/1  
Luther

HAPPY HOUR
THURSDAYS 4-7:30PM!

Specially Priced Apps & Live Music

SERVING

Ask About 
Our Customer 

Loyalty Program!

WE’LL HAVE

SWEET 
 dinner specials 
& LIVE MUSIC 
w/ Deana Gore!
(NO RESERVATIONS REQUIRED)

LET’S GO OUT!LET’S GO OUT!
Your Local Favorite Restaurants

1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA
413-566-8324

BOOK YOUR NEXT 
FUNCTION WITH US!

See our website for our Banquet & Catering Menu
lacucinahampden.com

Mon.-Thurs. 3-9pm, Fri. & Sat. 11:30am-10pm & Sun. 11:30am-9pm 

LOUNGE OPEN & PIZZA 7 DAYS

BAR OPEN LATE!

FAMILY STYLE MEALS
Serves up to 6 people  • Visit Our Website For Menus

JOIN US FOR LUNCH!
Friday, Saturday, Sunday

LIVE MUSIC!!! 
Every Friday & Saturday • Visit Facebook For Lineup

di Hampden House

Valentine’s WeekendValentine’s Weekend
We will be serving special 

Valentine dishes & cocktails!

   Make your reservations today!

❤
❤

❤❤

❤
❤

Advertise your restaurant, 
bar or brewery here!
email: jwalker@turley.com
call Jocelyn Walker: 283-8393


