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HAMPDEN - The senior 
center celebrated National Pie 
Day with a Pie Day event on 
Jan. 23.

During the event, attend-
ees enjoyed a slice—or two, 
or even more—of pie, with 
entertainment provided by 
Rick Gilday. 

National Pie Day is   a 
day that celebrates one of the 
country’s favorite desserts 
and is celebrated on Jan. 23, 
where people enjoy a favor-
ite pie whether it’d be apple 
and pumpkin to blueberry and 
chocolate cream and more.

The flavors at Friday’s 
event included fruit of the 
forest, apple, peach, strawber-
ry rhubarb, blueberry, cherry 
and chocolate cream. 

National Pie Day is not 
to be confused with Pi Day, 
which is typically celebrated 
on March 14 and celebrates 
the math symbol of pi.

Tina Doran, the senior 

center’s program and volun-
teer coordinator, shared how 
40 pies were donated for the 
event from several local busi-
nesses including Rice Fruit 
Farm, The Sugar Chalet, 
Vantage Health of Hampden, 
Pan’e Dolcetti, Armbrook 

Village, Bluebird Estates and 
Village Food Mart, express-
ing gratitude for their support 
along with the volunteers and 
community. 

Doran said, “Like every-
thing we do, we have to cel-
ebrate.” 

“It’s just nice to see people 
getting out and the fact that 
they do want to come here,” 
Doran said. “It’s good to see 
people come for events. Also, 
we hope that with that, they 

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Times 
is continuing to highlight 
what the town departments 
shared with the Selectboard 
and Advisory Committee 
during the Jan. 12 Budget 
Roundtable meeting.

Last week, we highlight-
ed the police, fire and high-
way departments.

Hampden Senior Center
Executive Director Re-

becca Moriarty shared the 
senior center is doing good 
and did not see any issues 
for the current budget year. 

“I think we’re in good 
shape, tracking appropri-
ately and things are moving 
along swimmingly,” Moriar-
ty said.

For next year, Moriar-
ty said she only sees in-
crease-wise is around utili-
ties.

“Utilities are going up. 
The electric, gas, expens-
es for our supplies increase 
every year. So, I always put 
in a little bit of extra money 
in those utility and building 
maintenance line items for 
those expenses,” Moriarty 
said.

She asked Advisory 
Committee Chair Doug 
Boyd this question.

“When we submit our 
initial service level budget, 
are we holding where it 
is...?” Moriarty said.

Boyd replied yes.
“Please just hold the sal-

aries even,” Boyd said. “We 
haven’t had any discussions 
yet about what those colas 
will be.” 

On the bathroom project 
at the senior center, Moriarty 
noted it’s “currently prepar-
ing to start’ and the Building 
Committee is looking at the 
HVAC project.

“So, they’re working 
on that and then probably 
next year is a look again at 
the roof, potentially, and 
the window project that we 
pushed out as well,” Moriar-
ty said.

On Chair John Flynn’s 
question of any grant fund-
ing changes, Moriarty said 
nothing she heard of as of 
yet.

“We only currently re-
ceive the state grant funding 
now. The federal funds are 
gone,” Moriarty said. “If 
the federal funds come back 
around, then I’ll reapply 

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Several 
educators and students voiced 
their support for teachers and 
paraprofessionals as contract 
negotiations continue in the 
district.

The latest public com-
ments took place during the 
Jan. 22 School Committee 
meeting, following the voices 
of other educators who had 
spoken earlier this month.

As previously reported, 
the current three-year contract 
expired at the end of the 2024-
2025 school year, and, since 
then, an agreement has not 
been reached despite negotia-
tions over the past year.

On November 25, 2025, 
the Hampden-Wilbraham Ed-
ucation Association and the 
district jointly filed for con-
tract mediation through the 
Massachusetts Department of 
Labor Relations after the ne-
gotiations reached an impasse.

In December 2025, five 

standouts were also held at 
Wilbraham Middle School, 
Minnechaug Regional High 
School and on Main Street.

According to HWEA Pres-
ident Damian Konkoly, the 
latest public comment had 
around 75 teachers and para-
professionals and a dozen stu-
dents in attendance to show 
their support.

Among the highlights was 
Rosemary Lee, an inclusion 

By Calla Minahan

WILBRAHAM - You 
use plastic every day from 
plastic water bottles to gro-
cery bags to even your tooth-
paste. But where does this all 
go? 

Well, that would be the 
ocean. Every year we dump 
10 million tons of plastic 
into the ocean. 50% of that 
is only for single use 
and only 9% of all 
plastic is recycled. 
And you as a 
human con-
sume around 
40 pounds of 
plastic in your 
lifetime. Most 
ocean pollu-
tion is made by 
humans. About 
70% to 80% is 
from land-based ac-
tivities. 

But climate change is ac-
tually a part of ocean pollu-
tion too. The rising tempera-
ture causes coral bleaching, 
rising sea level, and reduced 
dissolved oxygen. There is 
also the topic of animals 
consuming plastic: 86% of 
sea turtles, 44% of seabirds, 
and 43% of marine mam-
mals consume plastic each 
year. One million of those 
die due to consuming plastic. 

Af-
ter all 
t h i s , 
t h e r e 

are still 
t h i n g s 

that we can 
do. Here at 

WMS, the eighth 
grade is working on proj-
ect STOMP (Students Tak-
ing On Minimizing Plastic) 
to explain our worldwide 
problem and to find ways 
to Recycle, Reduce, Refuse, 
Repurpose, and Reuse. We 
are making posters, plant-
ers, bookmarks, ornaments, 
doing interviews, writing 
letters, making videos, and 
even writing for the news-
paper (like me!) But what 

can you do? You could bring 
your reusable grocery bags 
when shopping, you can 
use a reusable water bottle, 
switch over to a wooden cut-
ting board instead of a plastic 
one to reduce the amount of 
microplastics, and more. 

There is so much you 
can do, but the ocean is still 
affected. So we ALL need 
to make a change. As Alan 
Gratz, the author of Two 
Degrees, said “Because we 
are not tourists here. Planet 
Earth is our home. All of it.” 
And our oceans can’t wait 
another minute of us sitting 
around doing nothing. So, 
I guess the big question is, 
What are you going to do 
about it?

Budget Roundtable 
• Part 2 •HSC celebrates 

Pie Day

Photo courtesy of Damian Konkoly

A shot of the crowd of teachers, paraprofessionals and students in attendance at the Jan. 22 
School Committee meeting to show their support as contract negotiations continue.

Educators, students voice support 
during contract negotiations

STOMP taking over WMS!

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Ath-
letic Director Steven Burn-
drett provided updates on the 
Minnechaug Regional High 
School Booster Club on Jan. 
22.

He was also joined by 
Karen Hoar, the Falcon Ath-
letic Booster Association’s 
treasurer, for the discussion. 

Burndrett shared the dis-
trict’s “sincere gratitude to all 

past and present members of 
the Falcon Athletic Booster 
Association, further unwav-
ering commitment to Min-
nechaug athletics.”

“The dedication and gen-
erosity demonstrated by the 
organization has directly en-
hanced the experiences and 
opportunities available for all 
of our student athletes. These 
contributions reflect a gen-
uine commitment to excel-
lence in our community and 
partnership,” Burndrett said.

After acknowledging oth-
er members for what they did 

behind the scenes from fund-
raising to donations, Burn-

drett presented requests for 
consideration.

“Moving forward, looking 
for four different approvals 
of donations for January of 
2026. The first one looking 
for approval is a golf cart that 
the booster club has gracious-
ly paid and donated for up 
to $11,250 for a new athletic 
training cart, and the purpose 
of this cart is just multi-pur-
pose for our trainer. It helps 
with weather, medical sup-
plies, equipment,” Burndrett 
said. “The capacity is what 
you need to be a successful 
athletic trainer to help our stu-
dents. Whether it’s carrying 

medical supplies and the ap-
propriate things or, now, that 
has the ability to transport 
kids off the field. Whereas the 
original golf cart that’s over 
20 years old is a four-seat-
er that rattles on the slight-
est rock. So, it’s a lot safer, 
it’s more stable and that was 
100% funded by the booster 
club for the golf cart.”

Item two was the booster 
club donating $6,200 to “help 
offset with the difficulty of 

Updates from the Minnechaug Regional High School Booster Club

Photos by Calla Minahan and Amy Schulze

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers

Caryn Greco showcases the chocolate cream pie, which was a popular favorite.
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Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation
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Coffee Club Returns Feb. 2nd, 2026
Buy 10 Cups Of Coffee ~ Get One Free!

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

WINTER HOURS: OPEN MON - FRI.  7AM – 8PM
OPEN SAT. & SUN. 7AM – 7PM

 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH
FOR GOOD HEALTH!

COLORFUL BLOOMING

PRIMROSE

Super Food For Super Food For 
The Big GameThe Big Game!!

Chef Mike’s Gumbo, Championship Chili
BBQ Baby Back Ribs, BBQ Pulled Pork,

“Kandied” Kielbasa, Loaded Potato Skins,
Buffalo Chicken Dip, “Pull Apart” Sliders,
Party Wings & Boneless Wings

Available Big Game Weekend February 7th & 8th

Valentine Roses, Dinner, Valentine Roses, Dinner, 
Chocolates & WineChocolates & Wine
Beautiful Long Stem RosesBeautiful Long Stem Roses
BY THE DOZEN OR BY THE STEMBY THE DOZEN OR BY THE STEM

Specially Wrapped With Specially Wrapped With 
Baby’s Breath & Greens!Baby’s Breath & Greens!

  Valentine Bouquets
   & Arrangements

  FOR ALL YOUR SWEETHEARTS 
Floral Deliveries Call 589-7071

Romantic Dinners To Take Out
READY TO HEAT AND SERVE

Available Saturday, February 14th
Filet Mignon ~ Wrapped with 
Applewood Smoked Bacon 

With Cabernet Wine Sauce
Crab Stuffed Lobster Tails ~ 

with Butter & Lemon
Complete with 

Choice of Appetizer & Dessert
Dinners Include Roasted Baby Potatoes, 
Baby Vegetables & Mini Ciabatta Bread

Randall’s Hand Dipped 
Chocolate Covered 

Strawberries

Mood Boosting 
“Vitamin F” For Flowers!

Orange “Enthusiasm Orange “Enthusiasm 
& Joy” Bouquets& Joy” Bouquets$14.99$14.99

COLORFUL FRESH CUT 

TULIPSTULIPS
10 Stem Bunches $9.99$9.99

4 for $12.00! 
$3.99 each 4 inch pots

WARM UP IN THE GREENHOUSEWARM UP IN THE GREENHOUSE
Hot Coffee, Cider Donuts,

  Gourmet Sandwiches, “Homemade” Soups

We are excited to introduce the newest addition to Ludlow Family Dentistry, 
Dr. Zachary D. Meunier.  Dr. Meunier is returning to Western Massachusetts and 

is a general dentist who has earned his D.M.D. degree from Midwestern University 
in Illinois.  
During dental school Dr. Meunier presented research nationally at the American 

Association for Dental, Oral, and Craniofacial Research (AADOCR) conference in Port-
land, Oregon through the Academic Dental Career Fellowship Program (ADCFP).  He 
also lectured and taught dental students reflecting his dedication to both excellent 
patient care and continued dental education.  
Dr. Meunier has shadowed and trained alongside specialists across every dental discipline and com-

pleted one-on-one implant training through the Implant Pathway program.  As a general dentist, he pro-
vides endodontics, implant dentistry, and oral surgery while referring highly complex cases to specialists 
to ensure the best outcomes for his patients.
He believes in listening carefully to his patients to fully understand their needs and concerns, allowing 

him to provide personalized, high-quality care for every individual.
Outside the office, Dr. Meunier and his wife, Joyce, share their home with their three loving cats.  He 

enjoys cooking, mountain climbing, hiking and camping.  
Dr. Meunier looks forward to partnering with you in achieving a lifetime of excellent oral health.  

Ludlow Family Dentistry, PC
FRANK J. MITERA, DMD • TIMOTHY J. YOUNG, DMD
257 Kendall Street, Ludlow, MA 01056 • (413) 583-6574

Welcome Dr. Meunier

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

for those. But, currently, the 
state grant funding is picking 
up where the federal grant fell 
short.”

On the tax write-off pro-
gram, Moriarty said there were 
“a significant amount more 
that applied this year.”

“We have 14 positions that 
were filled. I believe there 
were 24 applicants for the pro-
gram this year which is a lot, 
a lot more. But, I think every 
department that requested a 
position or multiple positions 
was able to be filled,” Moriar-
ty said.

Hampden Public Library
For the library, Library 

Trustee Kathleen Hutchison 
said the library is in good 
shape budget-wise as well.

“We’ll be fine by the end of 
the year. and (the) move over 
to this building was challeng-
ing, but our staff did a great 
job and we’re settling in and 
people are coming and finding 
the library,” Hutchison said.

On preparing for next 
year, Hutchison shared “really 
nothing other than things that 
are already scheduled for this 
building.”

“Like the HVAC and may-
be somewhere down the road, 
the new light fixtures, but I 
know that’s out a little bit,” 
Hutchison said. “Our immedi-
ate needs have been taken care 
of by Herb and continuing. 
He’s great; bathrooms are up 
and running and changing ta-

bles there and he’s addressing 
the outside lighting. So, right 
now, library is in good shape.”

On the HVAC, Hutchison 
emphasized making sure the 
library and trustees are kept in 
the loop on this.

Health Department  and 
Building Department
Laurie Dutton, the Board 

of Health and Operations Co-
ordinator,   anticipated no in-
creases.

“I think we’re rolling pret-
ty good. Some might not be to 
my attention at this time,” Dut-
ton said. “Bear with me, but I 
think we’re okay.”

Flynn then asked Dutton 
about the transfer station.

“Obviously, that bud-
get and I know Don’s been 
working with you on that. Do 
you anticipate—and this, of 
course, would come back to 
Advisory—that we’re going 
to continue to need something 
from the tax rate to fund that 
program going forward,” Fly-
nn said.

Dutton replied she’s still 
educating herself about this.

“I will have numbers. I 
have some for Don I’ll get to 
him a little later,” Dutton said. 
“And I am looking into a few 
opportunities to bring in a lit-
tle bit more revenue.” 

After Flynn said the bat-
tery issue was addressed “and 
is completely up and running 
at this point,” Building Com-
missioner Wendel Hulbert 
said he now has the construc-
tion control documents for the 

storage.
“There’s a UL testing that 

the battery undergoes, but the 
good news is the battery was 
kind of gone through. Instead 
of being piecemeal, it was a 
whole system UL tested. So, 
we just received all that docu-
mentation last week. Inspector 
Courtney’s looking through 
everything just to make sure 
we’re hitting at the UL, NFPs 
and guidelines that we need, 
but I’ve got all the construc-
tion control documents,” Hutl-
bert said. “So, it’s just a matter 
of dotting the i’s and and we’ll 
be able to finalize that.”

For his department, Hul-
bert said building permits con-
tinue to be serviced that were 
written last year.

“We did all of our yearly 
inspections and everything. 
Actually, with churches, day-
cares, restaurants and bars. 
Working with fire. Recently, 
they had a chimery fire that I 
was responded to with them,” 
Hulbert said. “Our capital 
needs are easy math. We do 
education, postage, clerical 
stuff. So, it really doesn’t 
change from year to year too 
terrible much unless the phone 
bill goes up a little or whatev-
er. But, I don’t anticipate any-
thing crazy going in the future 
year. But, it’s hard to know.”

Conservation Commission
Bonnie Geromini, the ad-

ministrative assistant for the 
Conservation Commission, 
introduced Joe Zeno, the new 
Conservation Agent for the 

town.
“We’ve been trying for 

several years to find a person 
qualified to do the job and Joe 
just happened to come along, 
and I just want to say that he’s 
doing an excellent job. He’s re-
ally putting over 100% into his 
work,” Geromini said. “Fortu-
nately, Dick Patullo and I have 
been working for several years 
on the conservation budget 
and we have continually bud-
geted for a position of conser-
vation agent even though one 
hasn’t been hired. So that now, 
I believe, that we’re going to 
be okay at least for ‘26 as far 
as the salary I make and the 
salary that Joe makes also.”

After Zeno shared he’s 
now beginning work on the 
Open Space & Recreation 
Plan and coordinating with 
the Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission to start meet-
ings, form the committee and 
get the process moving, Flynn 
credited Parks & Rec Director 
Dan Blanchard for his help on 
this item through obtaining a 
grant.

“I think he made a good 
point that this really falls into 
ConCom and the expertise 
that Joe has to honcho it going 
forward. So, kudos to both of 
you,” Flynn said. 

BUDGET from page 1

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Select-
board received a quarterly fi-
nancial review update during 
their Jan. 20 meeting.

After Chair John Flynn 
praised Town Account Elise 
Diemand for “sending out in-
formation to different boards 
and committees and depart-
ments on where they stand fi-
nancially and what potentially 
could see a problem down the 
road,” Town Treasurer Richard 
Patullo provided his perspec-
tive on where things stand cur-
rently.

“First of all, I have not 
executed the borrowing that 
was authorized. I have not had 
to yet. I am trying to squeak 
through this last 10 days. I got 
a $1.1 million payment due to 
the school on Monday that I’m 
hoping I can make it. I made 
it through the traditional pay-
ments today without doing any 
borrowing,” Patullo said.

Patullo said “we’re a little 
complicated” in how the tax 
receipts “were a little bit de-
layed.”

“They were having a prob-
lem with that air gap radar sys-
tem. It was down for two days 
last week and it’s operating a 
little bit slow now. So, that is 
slowing down that Shield has 
been able to process a little 
bit,” Patullo said. “It’s a short-
term problem.”

Due to this delay, Patullo 
added, “we’re probably a few 
$100,000 behind in by a day or 
two or three.”

“I’m hoping we can catch 
up this week. There’s a chance 
that I can actually pull this off 

without executing any borrow-
ing,” Patullo said.

Patullo also confirmed 
he has authorization and will 
come to the town offices that 
Friday “to move the last mon-
ey around to make everything 
work.”

Flynn then asked about the 
excise projections. 

“Typically, we always go 
low. Do you see it trending that 
we are going to exceed our ex-
pectations?” Flynn said.

Patullo replied he was not 
sure.

“So, the registry normally 
see that excise commitment go 
out—I don’t know, first week 
of February, second week of 
February—so, we should be 
seeing it pretty soon,” Patullo 
said.

Flynn recalled how the 
prior Town Accountant, Cliff 
Bombard, said “there was like 
a large one and several little 
ones that come out,” which 
Patullo agreed was correct 
and the data for that “wouldn’t 
have come in 20 days into the 
year yet.”

Flynn agreed.
“Typically, Cliff used to 

project low on that. So, always 
a little wiggle room,” Flynn 
said. 

Selectboard Member Don 
Davenport brought up the 
transfer station.

“How close are we to a 
two-and-a-half override?” 
Davenport said.

After Patullo said he could 
look up the information for 
him, Davenport added he 
was also concerned about the 
schools.

“They haven’t gotten a 
contract with the teachers yet 
or with their paraprofessionals 

either,” Davenport said.
Flynn noted how the board 

was sent information “that 
showed some projected capital 
cost.”

“That may not be this year, 
but one thing that did show 
up—and I talked to Brian 
about this—where they had a 
bit of a historical lookback at 
this building and I don’t think 
we had enough of that data 
beforehand before we set the 
budget, but back in ‘21, ‘22, 
the gas bill, for instance, for 
this building was $30,000 to 
$40,000,” Flynn said. “And 
that wasn’t even with full pop-
ulation at that point.”

Flynn and Town Adminis-
trator Brian Domina reviewed 
what was appropriated for util-
ities.

“We could be running short 
big time in that account. We 
need to take a look at a, how 
we’re maintaining our heat 
here, and I think we’ve seen 
a bit of an increase since that 
time in the Eversource,” Flynn 
said.

“Gas bills have gone up,” 
Davenport said.

“So, we could be sur-
prised,” Flynn said. “So, I 
think it’s something we got to 
keep track of.”

Diemand said on this, 
“We’re at a 70% use of the ap-
propriation.”

“Counting today’s war-
rant,” Diemand said.

After further discussion on 
this, Flynn noted it would be a 
good idea to look at “the latest 
Eversource gas bill we got and 
project that going forward.”

Patullo said Flynn was “ab-
solutely right.”

“I mean, I got a feeling this 
is going to be the worst budget 

year in 15 years,” Patullo said. 
“I don’t remember me being 
this nervous before.”

Flynn agreed.
“But, I think we’re going 

to see challenges inside this 
year for things, of unknowns 
of a, this building might see 
accounts that are a little—I 
want to say, challenging—I 
see some there are like ‘Oh 
gosh, this is a little higher than 
I would have seen at this type 
of year’ and the $25,000 that 
I think Advisory has, I think 
we’re going to be tapping into 
that a lot sooner than years 
in the past,” Flynn said. “Re-
questing them for a little help 
on different things. So, that’s 
why it’s good to have this type 
of meeting.”

On Davenport’s question 
on the public health trust, Pat-
ullo said two weeks ago, they 
were talking 5% to 10%.

“I’m hoping to get down to 
the 4% or 5% range,” Patullo 
said. “We have some reserves 
still. We have burned them 
down, and there’s no reason 
for them to be sitting in the 
bank. There’s about an extra $3 
million in there that we have 
worked out from the desired 
point. But, it used to be $6 or 
$7 million. I’ve been fighting 
for 10, 15 years,to turn that 
money back to the town. This 
is a good year to push hard.”

Other items Davenport not-
ed included renegotiating the 
dispatch contract and ambu-
lance is going up 3%.

“But, we do take part of 
that rebate money and we do 
the same thing again this year,” 
Davenport said.

After further discussion, 
the board moved on to the next 
agenda item. 

SB receives quarterly financial review update
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Fax: 413-267-3496
Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com

www.richardgreeninsurance.com

• AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE

32 Somers Rd. 
Hampden, MA

566-0028

128 Main St.
Monson, MA

267-3495

Two Locations:

Please Visit Our Website For an 
Auto, Homeowners, or Life Insurance Quotes

• Great Locations • Registry Service
• Quotes Gladly Given • We Make Housecalls

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

Available evenings and Saturdays.
Scan today to book a consult!

Dr. Ana Serrenho
100% locally owned and operated

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

Available evenings and Saturdays.
Scan today to book a consult!

Dr. Ana Serrenho
100% locally owned and operated

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Viola 
Aesthetics & Day Spa, a med-
ical spa, lash bar and skin care 
business, is open for business 
in Wilbraham.

It’s located at 2038 Boston 
Rd., across the street from the 
Big Y Plaza on Boston Road 
and is open by appointment 
only, with residents encour-
aged to book online. People 
can also message through 
Vagaro, email violaaesthet-
icsanddayspa@gmail.com or 
call 413-265-1278. 

The offerings include 
facial treatments, chemical 
peels, Botox, eyelash en-
hancements, facial waxing, 
vitamin injections, AeroLase 
NeoElite and add-ons includ-
ing LED light therapy, der-
maplaning, Bioreepeel, GM 
Collin chemical peel, Extra 
Extraction and High Frequen-
cy Wand.

Private events and private 
spa parties—which can range 
from five to eight people—are 
also available. 

There’s also online pur-
chasing and shipping for 
products.

There will also be new 
events coming up, including 
a Galentine’s Day event in 
February. 

Owner and Founder Viola 
Guberow, who came from Po-
land when she was 13 years 
old, shared her business was 
originally in Northampton for 
five years, but she came back 
to Wilbraham, saying “it’s so 
nice to be back home.”

Guberow originally went 
to school for occupation-
al therapy, but by graduate 
school, changed her mind 
and took a year off. From 
there, she went to the Mon-
arch School of Cosmeotology 
where she discovered her pas-
sion for beauty. 

“My family’s here, my 
house is here, so much clos-
er. A lot of my clients are 
from around here; they have 
an easy access from Hamp-
den or East Longmeadow or 
Longmeadow. I have clients 
in Enfield, I have clients who 
are traveling from Hartford as 
well. So, now we have clients 

traveling from Northampton, 
Granby, Deerfield,” Guberow 
said. “I feel like closer to 
Springfield there is more, but 
people from Northampton 
didn’t want to go to Spring-
field. So, this is more like a 
nicer, quieter area for them.”

On the location, Guberow 
explained she was thinking 
of the Post Office Park area, 
but she “liked this location so 
much better because there’s 
always something going on.”

Also, she felt this area was 
“so much more open to dif-
ferent services and trying new 

stuff.”
“Honestly, all the busi-

nesses, they kind of promote 
each other too,” Guberow 
said. “That was one of the 
main reasons   why I moved 
here because everyone knows 
each other. It’s really like 
business-oriented, but also 
family-oriented. So, everyone 
knows each other.”

Guberow stressed educa-
tion and staying up to date on 
certification are important as 
things are always changing, 
including different lasers and 
different devices, for exam-

ple.
“We try to upkeep with the 

beauty industry too because 
there’s so much new stuff al-
ways coming through. So, I 
feel like it’s so important to 
get your education as well,” 
Guberow said. “To me, this is 
really important as an esthe-
tician, you’re always learning 
something and, to me, it’s so 
important to not even (only) 

upkeep with your education, 
but also stay on track.”

When she meets a new cli-
ent, Guberow said she gives 
them a custom facial “to see 
what their goal is” and build 
from there, also going over 
their skincare products, rou-
tines and diet during a consul-
tation. 

“We do medical-grade, 
chemical peels, we do have, 
I believe, six different chem-
ical peels that where you 
have to get trained on it too,” 
Guberow said. “So, lighter 
chemical peels to more me-
dium to more like a chemi-
cal peel (that’s) deeper, that 
you’re actually shedding your 
skin. So, that’s nice to do like 
once in a year, especially 
around this time, especially 
around winter.”

The business inspiration 
came from Guberow’s own 
struggles with problematic 
skin, such as acne, pigmenta-
tion and dryness. 

“I had pimples for my 
wedding, I was never taking 
care of my skin, I did one 
facial,” Guberow said. “Not 
just because of the wedding, 
but I’m like, ‘Why did I not 
do my own research before?’ 
Even if you can’t afford ex-
pensive products, there are 
also products out there that 
are affordable. But, the most 
important for me is not to 
push clients to buy the most 
expensive products and more 
‘Let’s focus on your skin. 
Let’s see where your budget 
is. Let’s see what we can do 

for treatments.’”
What fulfills her is how 

she makes people feel; seeing 
the confidence in her clients 
and being able to help them. 
Also, creating a welcoming 
space for them to enter and 
cherishing each client and 
moment. 

“To me, at the end of the 
day, this is more important. 
Making somebody happy 
with their own skin,” Gu-
berow said. 

Her goal for 2026 is to 
make services more exclusive 
for clients.

“I feel like they spend 
their time and they take the 
time out of their day to come 
here, so that’s my goal for this 
year. Just to make it a little bit 
more special,” Guberow said. 

Guberow thanked the 
community for their support, 
encouraging them to stop by.

“We’re so happy to be 
here because I feel like it’s 
just closer to everything, to 
the community, and especial-
ly, the community is just ev-
erything that I always want-
ed. Really welcoming, really 
nice...I feel like everyone is 
just lovely here. We’re happy, 
obviously, to be here, we’re 
happy to just serve the com-
munity and see what the next 
year’s going to offer us,” Gu-
berow said.

To learn more, visit www.
vagaro.com/violaaesthet-
icsanddayspa or check them 
out on Facebook, Instagram 
and TikTok. 

BUSINESS

Viola Aesthetics & Day Spa open for business in Wilbraham

An exterior shot of Viola Aesthetics & Day Spa in Wilbraham. Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

An interior shot inside one of the rooms at Viola Aesthetics & 
Day Spa.

Another shot inside one of the rooms at Viola Aesthetics & 
Day Spa.

A posterboard explaining the 
different AeroLase NeoElite 
options for clients.
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Sponsored by: Sponsored by: 

Friday, F��r�ary 6
Gremio Lusitano Club

5:00pm

Friday, February 6
Gremio Lusitano Club

5:00pm
$50 ticket includes 10 games,

dinner, coffee & dessert.
Games start at 6:30pm.

Purses for a Pur�ose�Purses for a Purpose!
Purse BingoPurse Bingo

Buy tickets at: 
bit.ly/PurseBingo2026

www.ludlowbgc.org

Must be 18+ to enter

www.ludlowbgc.org
Must be 18+ to enter

Doors Open

TheLocalTableNTap.com
(413) 279-1198 • TheLocalTableNTap@gmail.com

 2039 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

SUN 9:00am - 9:00pm
Mon-WED 11:00am - 9:00pm

THURS-SAT 11:00am - 10:00pm
Bar Open Late

Get Local at Home with
FACEBOOK INSTAGRAM

THURSDAY
Prime Rib Night

served with potato, veg

WEDNESDAY
All Pastas $20!

Try one in our House Made 
Bread Bowls

Our Famous Brunch! 
Saturday & Sunday 9:00am-Noon 

see it’s a place that they’re 
welcomed and we want them 
to participate in other things 
as well.”

Doran added an event like 
Pie Day brings people out to-
gether and make new friends.

“It takes a village. It’s 
not just the staff coordinat-
ing; that’s where it starts, we 
get it going. But being able 
to have somebody like Rick 
come. He’s somebody in the 
community, that lives in the 
community,” Doran said. “All 
these pies that were donated. 
The people that come in. This 
is what brings everybody to-
gether. You see people com-
ing in as groups, you see peo-
ple that it may be one or two 
people, but they’re filling in 
to these tables, making new 
friends. We’re hoping that 
brings people together more 
and people talk about what 
they do here and invite people 
in. I think these events have 
to happen to make people re-
alize that this is a great place 
to come.”

On her favorite pie, she 
has many favorites.

“I love chocolate cream 
pie, but I love apple and 
peach and fruits of the forest, 
you name it. Is there a bad 
pie?” Doran said.

Gilday shared he’s per-
formed at the senior center 
for a number of years and en-
joyed seeing everyone enjoy 
the pie and music. He enjoys 
performing the Beatles, Si-
mon & Garfunkel, Peter and 
Gordon, 50s and 60s music 
and more. 

“We have a great group 
of people here. Not only the 
people that work here, but 
the people that come to these 
things itself. It’s really a nice, 
nice group of people,” Gilday 
said.

He was also thrilled with 
the turnout and support.

“With days like this, where 
it’s 10 degrees, I’m surprised 
that this many people showed 
up for events. I was very hap-
py to see that the tables were 
all filled up,” Gilday said. “I 
love getting up here and play-

ing songs, especially when I 
see people enjoying what I’m 
playing.”

His favorite pie flavor is 
apple.

“Strawberry Rhubarb 
would be number two, but ap-
ple is way ahead of them all,” 
Gilday said.

Gilday said events like 
this help seniors come out 
to socialize or connect, es-
pecially if new to town or 
around for many years. Also, 
noting the meals made by the 
senior center. 

“It really is nice to see 
people get out of the house 
in the winter. The winter is a 
tough time for people, includ-
ing myself,” Gilday said. “If 
you just kind of push yourself 
and get out there and have 
some fun and enjoy the peo-

ple in the town. We have a 
great senior center here, we 
do, and Wilbraham does also. 
Wilbraham has a very good 
senior center there and we’re 
really lucky as residents of 
the town to have these kind 
of people doing this work. 
Most of these people are vol-
unteers and the same with 
Wilbraham, they’re mostly 
volunteers. It’s nice to sup-
port them and get out and 
show them that we appreciate 
what’s going on here.”

Doran encouraged the 
community to check out fu-
ture events, including the 
Souper Bowl event on Feb. 6 
with homemade soup made 
by Executive Director Re-
becca Moriarty and Outreach 
Coordinator Wendy Cowles.

“So you definitely want 
to sign up for that. It’s going 
to be like a Super Bowl cel-
ebration, so we’re going to 
have Paul Federico, the trivia 
guy, doing football trivia and 
they’ll be prizes with that,” 
Doran said. “Once again, 
can’t do it without our com-
munity.”

She also thanked everyone 
for coming out for Pie Day.

“It makes us happy to 
see that so many people will 
come and just enjoy. It was 
good, I think it was a very 
successful event,” Doran said. 
“So, everybody come again. 
There’s lots of things coming 
up, keep an eye out for every-
thing that we do. Try it out.”

PIE DAY from page 1

The Hampden Senior Center was packed to celebrate Pie Day. Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

Pie Day at the Hampden Senior Center celebrated National Pie 
Day, with attendees enjoying a variety of pies.

A close-up shot of one of the 
pies.

This month the Ran-
dom Acts of Kindness 
is about the Hands.  

Not literally hands, but Ray 
and Barbara Hand whose 
hands were very busy as 
the parents of five chil-
dren! All their 
c h i l d r e n 
are grown 
with their 
y o u n g e s t 
now eligible 
for Medicare! 
If you hav-
en’t guessed, 
the Hands are 
in their mid-90’s 
and still very ac-
tive members of the Key-
stone Commons community 
where they’ve lived for ap-
proximately two years.

Ray and Barbara met 
while both serving in the 
Air Force, he obtaining 
the rank of Staff Sargeant 
and she, Airman 2nd Class.  
While in the service and af-
ter retirement, they traveled 
to many places including 
France, Germany, England, 
Scotland, Wales, Ireland and 
Holland where they honey-
mooned.  They’ve also en-
joyed traveling extensively 
throughout our states. 

Ray worked for various 
companies in sales so was 
on the road a lot, plus would 
take on part-time jobs for 
extra income. When the kids 
were young, Barbara was a 
‘stay at home’ mom, then 
when they were older, she 
went back to work, even-
tually retiring from Hasbro 
as a Product Manager. She 
also started her own copy 
writing service. She said, “I 
have held numerous posi-
tions in my life but being a 
homemaker was one of the 
toughest. Bringing up five 
kids born within seven years 
is hard to describe.”

When the children were 
younger, because Ray was 
gone so often, they set up a 
once-a-month family Sun-

day.  They’d go hiking, check 
out the parks or go watch the 
planes come in at the airport. 
Barbara said, “Those family 
Sundays were wonderful.” 

When I asked what 
their secret was to their 73-
year marriage, they chuck-
led, looked at each other 
in wonderment and agreed 
there were times when they 
weren’t so sure they’d make 
it. They also agreed, they 
always wanted the com-
plete family dynamics for 
their kids so they just made 
it work. Barbara also ex-
plained, “That was back 
when only men  were con-
sidered heads of household, 
women homemakers, and 
divorce or separation was 
considered shameful, scan-
dalous and in many cases, 
a mortal sin, no matter what 
the cause.” But they also 
clarified it was their humors 
and respect for one another 
that kept them together.  

Barbara, who is mostly a 
wheelchair user, is aided by 
Ray to get to various plac-
es.  They are very involved 
with many of the activities 
offered such as Jeopardy, 
coffee chats, as well as Bar-
bara writing articles for the 
monthly Newsletter.  She’s 
also a published writer so a 
great addition to the team. 
They also enjoy the enter-
tainers who perform and you 
can see them singing along 
while holding hands as they 
reminisce about so many 
memories those tunes bring 

them.
Ray volunteered by 

coaching various little 
league teams over the years. 
He was a crossing guard for 

many years and also 
delivered ‘Meals on 
Wheels’ for twenty of 

the thirty years they 
lived in East Long-
meadow. Barbara 
was very active 
in the communi-
ty as the children 

were growing up, 
however, there wasn’t 

a lot of spare time or 
energy after parenting all 

the kids.
Together, Barbara and 

Ray also enjoyed playing 
tennis and relished a good 
game of golf.  Barbara 
bragged at what a good golf-
er Ray was as he humbly ad-
mitted his games were gen-
erally in the 80’s with a 14 
or 15 handicap. He worked 
as a Golf Ranger on a nine-
hole golf course that allowed 
him liberal access to golfing.  
That might explain why he 
was such a good golfer, of 
course besides his natural 
ability.

We talked about how 
things today were so dif-
ferent than when they were 
young parents, explaining 
how money was always at a 
premium. They shared how 
Christmas meant one spe-
cial gift for each child and 
now they see their grand-
children with hundreds of 
dollars’ worth of gifts and 
their rooms filled with all 
the latest gadgets.  They also 
revealed that they were both 
very strict parents, justify-
ing with so many kids they 
had to be.  They said their 
children were and are much 
more lenient, but bragged 
what good children their 
kids raised. They also said 
their children have since 

By Barb Turcotte

COMMUNITY

Please see KINDNESS, 
page 8
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Letters to the editor should be 
350 words or less in length. No un-
signed or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter writers to 
include his or her town of residence 
and home telephone number. We 
must authenticate authorship prior 
to publication. We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, personal 
attacks, defamation of character and 
offensive language. All unknown or al-
leged facts and quotations offered by 
the author need to cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send letters to: Editor, 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 24 Water 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to krivers@
turley.com. The deadline for submis-
sions is Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly correct 

factual errors that appear in this paper 
and can be substantiated. Corrections 
or clarifications will always appear on 
the editorial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in an e-mail 
or mailed communication to the editor 
at the above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 
is published every Thursday by Turley 
Publications, Inc. One year out of town 
subscriptions are available at $45, out 
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission 
of news material, letters to the editor 
and photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for submit-
ted photos.

Editorial 
Policy

VIEWPOINTS

Election letters
to the editor

welcome
The Wilbraham-Hampden 

Times welcomes readers to 
participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to 
the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words 
from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be sent 
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 
care of Turley Publications, 24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed 
to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
krivers@turley.com. Please include 
a daytime telephone number for 
verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered 
for that Thursday’s newspaper. 
No attack letters will be printed. 
No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy 
will be printed. If the volume of 
letters received is larger than the 
space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, 
the newspaper reserves the right 
to print a representative sample. 
No endorsement letters will be 
printed in the last edition before the 
election. 

For more information, call the 
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election 

coverage, the newspaper plans to 
print stories about contested races 
for Congress, state Senate, state 
House, district attorney and Gov-
ernor’s Council during the weeks 
leading up to the election, as well 
as a question-and-answer voters 
guide. In order to ensure fairness 
to all candidates, no political press 
releases will be printed, nor will 
reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to 
further publicize their candidacy, 
beliefs and events may contact ad-
vertising, 413-283-8393 about paid 
advertising in Wilbraham-Hampden 
Times.

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters
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Dear Rusty: 
I am a 63-year-old sin-

gle lady and I have ques-
tions regarding Social Se-
curity “early retirement,” 
though I will still be work-
ing full time. 

I know there is a max-
imum allowable income 
limit and, if I exceed that, 
I will need to return prob-
ably 2/3 of my received 
Social Security benefit. I’m 
thinking about taking those 
early SS benefits about 
$1,400 per month and put-
ting them in my high yield 
savings or CD where I can 
gain the interest on it and 
have it stay “liquid” so I 
can return what I need to. 

My current interest rate 
is 3.65% on the savings 
and over 4.25% on CD, 
with options for 3,6,9 mos. 
or longer- but I want to be 
able to access the money to 
pay Social Security back 
at the end of the year. Can 
you advise me on this? 

Signed: Still Working 
but Wondering

Dear Still Working: 
I commend you, for 

investigating your options 
before claiming early So-
cial Security benefits while 
still working. FYI, the 
2026 annual earnings lim-
it for those collecting ear-
ly SS benefits is $24,480 
(changes annually). If your 
2026 work earnings exceed 
the annual limit, Social 
Security will take away 
$1 in benefits for every 
$2 you are over the limit. 
The annual earnings limit 
lasts until you reach your 
Full Retirement Age and 
the limit is about 2.5 times 
higher during the year you 
attain FRA.

FYI, when you apply 
for benefits, Social Se-
curity will ask if you are 
working and, if so, how 
much you make. Using that 
information, they will eval-
uate whether you can take 
benefits now and, if so, 
how many months they can 
actually pay your benefits. 

For example, if your 
projected 2026 earnings 
are, say, $100,000, you 
would be about $75,000 
over the annual limit which 
means that half of that 
$37,500 would need to be 
paid back to SS. Since your 
monthly SS benefit at your 
current age would be about 
$1,400 per month, Social 
Security will say that you 
are temporarily ineligible 
to collect early benefits be-
cause you cannot pay back 
within one year what you 
would owe for exceeding 
the limit. In other words, 
they won’t pay your SS 
benefits just yet because 
your earnings are too high 
and they do not want to 
overpay benefits, which 
you will only need to re-
turn.  

For additional perspec-
tive, if your expected 2026 
earnings are less say about 
$50,000 that means you 
would be about $25,000 
over the limit  about half of 
that (about $12,500) would 
need to be paid back to SS. 

In that event, SSA would 
tell you they will withhold 
nine months of your SS 
payments in advance and 
pay your benefits for only 
3 months. This because the 
overpayment, with your 
current benefit of about 
$1,400, could be recovered 
by withholding your SS 
payments for nine months. 
They do not want to inten-
tionally overpay your SS 
benefits.  

So, despite your best 
repayment intentions, So-
cial Security will not favor 
intentionally overpaying 
your benefits. Historical-
ly, overpayment of bene-
fits due to exceeding the 
annual earnings limit has 
been a notoriously difficult 
issue for the Social Secu-
rity Administration. So, 
to get your early SS bene-
fits while you are working 
full time, you would likely 
need to lie about your an-
ticipated 2026 earnings on 
your application for SS 
benefits, which we strongly 
discourage. 

Keep in mind that this 
all changes when you reach 
your FRA (67), because 
the earning limit goes away 
entirely when you reach 
FRA and the limit goes up 
by about 2.5 times in the 
year you attain full retire-
ment age. So, depending 
on your earnings level, you 
may wish to either wait un-
til your full retirement age, 
or until you stop working 
full time, to claim SS.

Now, as for the general 
idea of taking early benefits 
and investing them, many 
have said they wish to do 
that and we understand that 
logic. Our caution is that 
it requires religious disci-
pline to put the SS money 
into a higher yield invest-
ment vehicle to accomplish 
the goal of beating the SS 
increase realized when you 
wait to claim. Many who 
try it succumb to the temp-
tation to use the invested 
funds for emergency needs 
and sometimes non-emer-
gency needs. I offer this 
only as something to be 
aware of, as some have 
shared that they failed in 
their investment objectives 
with their Social Security 
money.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended 
for information purposes 
and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the 
Association Mature Cit-
izens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by 
the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To submit 
a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory 
or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Rus-
sell Gloor is a Social Secu-
rity advisor for AMAC.  

Claiming Social Security 
early and investing it

A final hike 
of 2025

By Julie Midura 

“You know, hon-
ey, we always 
talk about how 

we›ll REALLY start living 
‹some day.’ Once the kids are 
grown. Once we have more 
time and more money. Once 
we retire. But how do we 
know that we’ll both be phys-
ically capable of doing some-
thing so demanding if 
we wait for ‘some 
day’ to arrive? 
How do we know 
that we will even 
reach that elusive 
‘some day’?”

It was a beau-
tiful August day 
in 2016, and Tom 
and I were stand-
ing on the sum-
mit of Mt. Lafay-
ette in the White 
Mountains of 
New Hampshire. 
We were complet-
ing Tom›s lifelong dream 
of hiking the Franconia Ridge 
Loop-a majestic 9-mile hike 
featured on a National Geo-
graphic List of the 20 Best 
Hikes in the World.

On that summer afternoon 
almost ten years ago, I was 
trying to convince my hus-
band that we should attempt 
to hike all of New Hamp-
shire’s 48 tallest peaks. I 
was 51, and he was 59 at the 
time. There were numerous 
reasons not to pursue such a 
time-consuming and physi-
cally challenging endeavor. 
One of which, as Tom stated, 
was because “We’re far too 
old and there’s no way we can 
hike up all those mountains in 
our lifetime.”

 It took a bit of persua-
sion on my part, but he finally 
agreed to chase after those 48 
mountain peaks.

Since that day, Tom and 
I have not only completed 
the entire White Mountain 
4,000 Footer List once, but 
twice including climbing ev-
ery peak during the winter 
season. And we’ve repeated 
several of our favorites over a 
half dozen times. In addition, 
we’ve backpacked 800 miles 
on the Appalachian Trail, 
completing 8 of the 14 states. 
We have also climbed the sec-
ond highest peak in the conti-
nental United States-14,440’ 
Mt, Elbert in Colorado-when 
I was fifty-eight and Tom was 
sixty-six years old.

The thousands of miles 
we have walked over the past 
ten years have not just proven 
what our bodies and minds 
are capable of. Every mile 
has been a journey of adven-
ture, self-discovery, courage, 
humility, resilience, con-
tentment and gratitude. And 
every footprint we have left 
on every woodland trail and 
every slab of granite has pro-
pelled us forward to the next. 

Our final hike of 2025 
in New Hampshire, just two 
weeks ago, continued to do 
the same.

It’s minus 2 degrees when 
we start up the trail toward 
the summit of Mt. Jackson 
at 4:15 a.m. The sky is black 

and the beams of our head-
lamps pierce the darkened 
forest. When we lift our 
heads upward, our lights il-
luminate the trees, and they 
appear like figures standing 
guard over the landscape. The 
snow-laden evergreens groan 
under the weight, pressing 
closer to the ground, seeming 
to bow to us as we pass. The 
silence is full, broken only by 
the crunch of our boots on the 
hard-packed snow.

When we break treeline, 
everything changes. We 
brace ourselves against the 
onslaught of howling wind. 
The sheer force pushes our 
bodies backward. We slam 
our trekking poles into the 
hard-packed snow to steady 
ourselves, while hoping that 
our spike-clad boots anchor 
us to the icy granite. The fi-
nal steep pitch makes my 
heart tremble. Adrenaline is 
coursing through my body. I 
grab onto rocks and pull my-
self upward, eyes watering, 
skin pierced with the sting of 
icy needles. I breathe a sigh 
of relief when we reach the 
plateau, and we rush to the 
leeward side to escape the 
wind’s torment. 

We find a partially shel-
tered ledge and quickly 
spread our bright green 
sleeping bag over our sleep 
pads atop several feet of 
snow. We crawl inside of the 
double-wide down bag and 
snuggle close together. Based 
on the weather, we know we 
can›t remain immobile for 
long. Movement keeps the 
body warm. Stillness allows 
the cold to penetrate the nu-
merous layers of clothing we 
are wearing. Today, even the 

trees are shivering. 
We sip hot apple cider 

in an attempt to warm our 
insides while waiting for 
the sun to crest the distant 
horizon. The cold kisses our 
cheeks and the wind fills 
our ears. We inhale the frig-
id mountain air and watch 
plumes of vapor rise as we 
exhale. We remain snuggled 
in our lofty sleeping bag on 
this snowy perch for over 
an hour, unwilling to leave 
in spite of the cold settling 
into our bones. For we don’t 
want to miss ONE. SINGLE. 
MINUTE. of this unforgetta-
ble moment that is unfolding 
before us. 

The earth itself seems to 
be holding its breath, waiting 
for the show to begin. With 
eyes focused eastward, we 
watch the black of night turn 
into the blazing red of dawn. 
The stars above are being 
replaced with an inferno of 
fiery reds and blazing orang-
es-like molten lava spreading 
as the horizon slowly burns.

And there it is. The 
shimmering golden sphere 
we have been waiting for, 
spreading its golden light 
down the mountainside and 
awakening the earth from its 
slumber. The brilliant rays 
stretch from the heavens and 
dance upon the earth, giving 
life to everything they touch.

 This experience is just one 
of the many that will burn in 
our hearts and memories for 
as long as there is breath in 
our lungs. An experience that 
we may never have witnessed 
had we not decided to chase a 
dream ten years ago. Had we 

READING 
NEWSPAPERS
 IS A QUEST
LIKE NO OTHER

Please see HIKING, page 13
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COMMUNITY
BULLETIN BOARD

Readers are encouraged to send in 
medium to high resolution photos 

for this page by e-mail to 
krivers@turley.com or

mail to TIMES, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. 

WILBRAHAMWILBRAHAM
HAMPDENHAMPDEN

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Send us in
your 

announcements!
Happy Birthdays, 
Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run 

here free of charge, please keep it 

to less than 50 words.

Please send to krivers@turley.com

Your Ad 
Could Be Here!

Contact
Jocelyn for details

jwalker@turley.com
413-283-8393

Sponsor Our Community 
Photo Page In Your 

Hometown Community Newspaper! 
Reach Over 9,000 Households!

Photos and caption courtesy of Wilbraham Fire Department

Nowicki completes internship 
with Wilbraham Fire Department

Minnechaug High School 
Senior Steven Nowicki 
completed a six-month 
internship with the Wilbraham 
Fire Department on Friday, 
January 17. During this time, 
he had the opportunity to work 
alongside members of the 
department, gaining valuable 
insights into the firefighting 
profession. 
Throughout his internship, 
Steven participated in hands-
on training, responded to 
emergency calls, budgeted, 
shopped and prepared for our 
retiree breakfast and even 
took part in a mock interview 
to prepare for a future in 
firefighting.

Knox Trail 250 Celebration commemorates ‘Walking in Knox’s Footsteps’

The community gathered at the 
Old Stone Bridge and the Old 
Meeting House Museum in 

Wilbraham and the Springfield Ar-
mory Historic Site throughout the 
day on Jan. 17 to mark 250 
years of Henry Knox’s win-
ter journey along the famous 
Knox Trail during the Knox 
Trail 250 Celebration.

The celebration also in-
cluded a presentation led 
by Rich Howell at the Old 
Meeting House Museum 
and State Sen. Jake Oliveira 
(D-Ludlow) later presenting 

a plaque to recognize the town of 
Wilbraham and Hampden’s contribu-
tions 250 years ago and an important 
moment in the towns’ shared history.

Submitted photos David Bourcier

From the left, we have James Doucette, 
David Nunes and Rich Howell in a group 
photo outside the Old Meeting House 
Museum. Rich Howell leads the presentation 

inside the Old Meeting House Museum.
David Bourcier with the Knox Trail 250 poster 
highlighting the town of Wilbraham. 

Rich Howell, David Bourcier and State Sen. Jake 
Oliveira (D-Ludlow) with the commemorative 
plaque.
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$188
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .......

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
1/29/26-2/4/261/29/26-2/4/26

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG .

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

RAW SHRIMP 15/20 COUNT 
HEAD ON, TAIL ON 24 OZ BAG .........

USDA INSP. FROZEN TASTEE CHOICE FAMILY MEAL:

CHICKEN CARBONARA 
or SHRIMP ALFREDO ................... 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$699
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE DUCK TRAY PAK ...................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ...........

ea

$477

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SOUPS ON

$222
lb

lb

$499USDA INSP. 
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
PROVOLONE CHEESE ..........

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$399

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED
PORK LOIN CHOPS ................

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BEEF OXTAILS ..................
USDA INSP. FRESH
FOWL CHICKEN
(SOUP CHICKEN) ............... lb

lb
$999

$149

75¢

$499
BEEF TOP SIRLOIN 
PICANHA STEAKS

lb
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS 
PORK BUTT STRIPS ...................$259

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$499
lb

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb

$177
lb

$999

$799
lb

lb

BEEF RIBE EYE STEAK

ADVERTISING 

SALES HELP 
WANTED

➤ Do you want to work in your community helping 
local businesses connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 

Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 

but we will train the right candidate. 

Turley Publications, a locally owned family 
business, offers a competitive commission 

structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

WILBRAHAM/HAMP-
DEN - Calling all kids: the 
2026 Snowman Building 
Contest is back.

Winter fun is officially on 
the horizon, and the Wilbra-
ham Junior Women’s Club is 
inviting kids across Wilbra-
ham and Hampden to grab 
their mittens, roll up some 
snow, and let their imagi-
nations run wild! The 2026 
Snowman Building Contest 
is here, and it promises frosty 
fun, friendly competition, 
and fantastic prizes.

Young snow artists are 
encouraged to build their 
best, silliest, most creative 
snowman and snap a photo 
featuring the 2026 Snow-
man Building Contest fly-
er, which can be found on 
the club’s website at www.
WilbrahamJuniorWomens.
org. Once the masterpiece is 
complete, parents or guard-
ians should post the photo 

to the Wilbraham-Hampden 
Snowman Contest Facebook 
page. Entries will be accept-
ed throughout the winter sea-
son.

Winners will be chosen 
by the Junior Women’s club 
and announced on the Face-
book Page at the end of the 
season.

Prizes will be awarded to 
three top snow creations:
•	 First Prize: $30, a trophy, 

and ultimate bragging 
rights

•	 Second Prize: $25
•	 Third Prize: $20

The Snowman Building 
Contest is proudly sponsored 
by the Wilbraham Junior 
Women’s Club, an organiza-
tion dedicated to supporting 
local programs, charities, 
and community events in 
Wilbraham and surrounding 
towns.

Have questions about the 
contest, the club, or interest-

ed in joining the Wilbraham 
Junior Women’s Club? Vis-
it www.WilbrahamJunior-
Womens.org to learn more. 
You can also contact Barba-
ra Croteau at barbcroteau@

gmail.com.
So when the snow starts 

falling, don’t stay inside—
get building, get creative, 
and get clicking. Your snow-
man could be a winner! 

Snowman Contest 2026

COMMUNITY

thanked them for their guid-
ance, always knowing they 
were loved.  

Their first son is also 
named Raymond so if you 
call Ray, you might get both 
answering and if you call 
to Barbara, you might also 
get a response from their 
daughter-in-law, as Ray Jr.’s 
wife is also named Barbara.  
And that’s just one of the 

funny things about this very 
humorous family.  They all 
make you want to be part of 
their fun-loving crazy crew.

It’s pretty hard summa-
rizing over ninety years of 
living and seventy-three 
years of marriage to incor-
porate all the wonderful 
gestures they’ve extended, 
but hopefully I’ve captured 
the essence of this incredi-
ble couple.

If you’d like to share a 
Random Act of Kindness 
story or if this one has 
touched you, please con-
tact me at bdt514@aol.
com or 413-575-9385.  Who 
knows, you might see your 
story, ‘Just ‘Cause’ you wit-
nessed, you did or maybe 
received something nice be-
ing done for you.  See you 
soon with another Random 
Act of Kindness! ~  Barb

KINDNESS from page 5

WILBRAHAM/HAMP-
DEN - For more than 30 
years, Minnechaug parents 
have come together with one 
shared goal: to keep our grad-
uates safe on one of the most 
important-and risky-nights of 
their young lives.

That tradition is now in se-
rious danger.

Since 1992, the  Chaug 
Ultimate Party  has provid-
ed Minnechaug Regional 
High School graduates with 
a fully supervised, all-night, 
alcohol- and drug-free cele-
bration on graduation night. 
The event-planned entirely 
by parents-offers students a 
safe place to be together, have 
fun, and celebrate without 
the pressures of drinking, im-
paired driving, vandalism, or 
other high-risk activities that 
too often accompany gradua-
tion night.

For decades, this event has 
worked.

And now, it may end.
Due to  declining com-

munity support, a shrinking 
volunteer base, and critical 
budget shortfalls, the Ulti-
mate Party is at risk of not 
continuing beyond this year’s 
senior class. If action is not 
taken soon,  there will be no 
Ultimate Party for the cur-
rent juniors or underclass-
men-ending a tradition that 
has protected generations of 
Minnechaug students.

This is not a school-spon-
sored event. The Ultimate 
Party is privately funded and 
relies entirely on fundraising, 
donations, and volunteers. 
Every dollar raised helps cov-
er transportation, venue costs, 
food, entertainment, and su-
pervision to ensure graduates 
have a safe and memorable 
night.

The reality is stark: 
Without renewed support 
over the next few years, this 
program will disappear.

And once it’s gone, it will 
be incredibly difficult to bring 
back.

This Is Bigger
Than One Class

Fundraising for the Ulti-
mate Party is not just about 
the current senior class-it’s 
about sustaining a tradition 
for future graduates. Every 
donation and every volunteer 
hour helps ensure that Min-
nechaug students continue 
to have a safe alternative on 
graduation night.

How the Community
Can Help-Right Now
Donate: Cash contribu-

tions, merchandise, or gift 
certificates from individuals 
or local businesses are urgent-
ly needed.

Volunteer: Volunteers are 
the backbone of this event. 
Parents, guardians, and com-
munity members are needed 
to help plan, fundraise, and 
work the night of the party.

Spread the Word: Com-
munity awareness is critical. 
Please share this message.

Photos of recent graduates 
enjoying the Ultimate Party 
can be found on Facebook 
at Chaug Ultimate Party-a re-
minder of what this commu-
nity has built together.

Volunteers & 
Support Needed

Anyone interested in 
learning more, donating, or 
volunteering is encouraged 
to contact committee mem-
ber  Jen Pelletier  at  jpelleti-
er18@gmail.com.

This is a call to action. 
If the Ultimate Party matters 
to you-if student safety mat-
ters to you-now is the time to 
step forward.

Because graduation night 
should end with memories, 
not regrets.

A 30-year tradition at risk:
 
Minnechaug’s Ultimate Party 
needs the community-now

HAMPDEN – Here are 
two upcoming events to keep 
an eye on in February. 

SOUP-er BOWL Lunch 
Friday, Feb. 6 at Noon $3 

per person
Join us for a delicious 

lunch of Turkey Rice Soup 
and a sandwich made by 
Becky & Wendy with dessert 
generously donated by JGS 
Lifecare. 

Stay to play Super Bowl 
Trivia with The Trivia Guy, 
Paul Federico, with a chance 
to win some great prizes. 

Please call 566.5588 to 
RSVP for this event.

Valentine’s Day Luncheon 
Friday, Feb. 13 at Noon, 

$3.00 per person suggested 
donation for lunch

Come and enjoy a deli-
cious meal of Rosé Chick-
en, Pasta, Salad, and Garlic 
Bread, provided by GSSSI, 
and Tiramisu for dessert, pro-
vided by The Reserve at East 
Longmeadow.

Patrick Tobin will be here 
to sing and entertain you with 
the sounds of Frank Sinatra. 

Please call 566-5588 to 
reserve your seat. Space is 
limited. 

“This program is funded 
in part by a grant from the 
Hampden Cultural Council, a 
local agency which is support-
ed by Mass Cultural Council, 
a state agency.”

Hampden 
Senior Center
February 
Events

WILBRAHAM - The 
Wilbraham Public Library 
Cookbook Club is meeting 
on Wednesday,  Feb. 4, at 
6:30 p.m.

This month’s selection is 
“What Goes With What” by 
Julia Turshen.

Please let the library 
know what you’re bringing 
when registering so we do 
not duplicate recipes. Cook-
ing is encouraged but not re-

quired for attendance. Copies 
of the book are available now 
at the Service Desk.    

The Cookbook Club 
meets on the first Wednesday 
of every other month at 6:30 
p.m.

This program is free and 
open to the public, and regis-
tration is required. For more 
information or to register, 
please call the library at 413-
596-6141.

Cookbook Club at the 
Wilbraham Public Library

WILBRAHAM - Have 
you ever wondered what 
happens in the Wilbraham 
Public Library when it is 
closed? 

The WPL Teen Advisory 
Board announces their annu-
al Stuffed Animal Sleepover 
on Thursday and Friday, 
Feb. 19 and 20 during school 

vacation week. Your child’s 
stuffed animal can spend the 
whole night in the library 
having fun! 

Children bring their 
stuffed animal to the library 
and our teens will help them 
fill out a “permission slip” 
for their stuffed animal, lis-
ten to a bedtime story, and 

tuck their animal in for the 
night. In the morning, join us 
to make a craft, pick up your 
“stuffie” and see a slide-
show of all the fun things 
the animals did overnight! 
Starting on Feb. 2, sign up at 
the Children’s desk of the li-
brary or call 413-596-6141.

Stuffed Animal Sleepover at WPL

WILBRAHAM - The 
Select Board announces 
the deadline to submit 
petitioned warrant arti-
cles for the Annual Town 
Meeting is Friday, Janu-
ary 30, 2026 at Noon. 

The Annual Town 
Meeting will be held on 
Monday, May 11, 2026. 
Petitions may be obtained 
in the Town Clerk’s Of-
fice. 

Petitioned warrant ar-
ticles must be returned to 

the Select Board’s Office. 
Petitioned Articles must 
have signatures of ten 
(10) registered voters, as 
verified by the Registrars, 
to be included on the An-
nual Town Meeting War-
rant. 

Petitioned articles will 
be placed in the Warrant 
verbatim. The Town of 
Wilbraham does not pro-
vide legal review or coun-
sel on the text of the peti-
tion language.

Annual Town Meeting 
Warrant Articles deadline

Women’s Club 
February 
Meeting

WILBRAHAM - St. Ce-
cilia’s Women’s Club Febru-
ary meeting is on Tuesday, 
Feb. 10 beginning at 6 p.m. 

Sip n’ Paint with Kim!
Dive into creativity at our 

fun-filled, hands-on event!
Join club member Kim 

Lawler as she guides us in 
painting a stunning scene on 
canvas using watercolors. NO 
experience needed, just your 
imagination and enthusiasm! 
Hope to see you there!



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESJanuary 29, 2026 Page 9

SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportssports@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS www.sports.turley.com

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

SPRINGFIELD—Zaha-
ra Wilson scored more than 
500 points as a member of 
the Springfield International 
Charter School girls’ varsity 
basketball team during the 
past two years.

Wilson transferred to Min-
nechaug Regional before the 
start of the 2025-26 school 
year. 

She and her Lady Falcons 
teammates faced Ridgefield 
High School (Conn) on the 

S.I.C.S parquet court in a 
Hoophall Invitational game.

It turned out to be an en-
joyable experience, as Wilson 
scored a game-high 15 points 
leading the Lady Falcons to a 
46-27 victory over the Lady 
Tigers, last Saturday morn-
ing.

“It was a lot of fun com-
ing back here and winning a 
game,” said Wilson, who has 
scored more than 100 points 
during her freshman cam-
paign. “I didn’t know any 
of the Minnechaug players 
before the basketball season 
began, but they’ve been very 
welcoming to me. We’ve been 
playing very well so far this 
season.” 

The Lady Falcons (7-1) 
were ranked second in the 
MIAA Division 2 power 
rankings.

“We’ve been playing very 
good basketball so far this 
season,” said Minnechaug 
head coach Ryan Minns. 
“We’re just going to take it 
one game at a time.”

A couple of days ear-
lier, Minnechaug defeated 
Wachusett Regional, who 
are the defending Division 
1 state champions, 64-55, 
at home. The Lady Falcons 
only setback this winter came 
at Springfield Central, 62-
39, who’s currently the top-
ranked team in the Division 1 
power rankings.

The Lady Falcons only 
other double digit scorer in 
their first Hoophall game was 
senior Cailin O’Brien, who 
scored six points in each half 
for a total of 12.

No other player scored 
more than five points.

The Lady Falcons defense 
held the Lady Tigers (5-3) to 
only nine points during the 
first 16 minutes of the contest.

“We played very well de-
fensively in today’s game,” 
especially during the first 
half,” Minns said. “We guard-
ed the ball very well. We also 
had a lot of rebounds in to-
day’s game.”

The Lady Falcons were 
trailing, 5-4, before Wilson 

made a steal leading to a jump 
shot from the top of the key 
with 3:15 left in the opening 
quarter.

Two minutes later, 
O’Brien made two shots from 
the charity strip, which gave 
the Lady Falcons a slim 8-5 
advantage.    

Ridgefield junior Cath-
ryn Mills, who scored all 
her team’s seven first quarter 
points, converted an inside 
hoop with 30 seconds remain-
ing which closed the gap to 
8-7. Mills finished the contest 
with a team-leading 13 points.

Wilson started the second 
quarter with a driving lay-up 

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WEST SPRINGFIELD—
Minnechaug Regional has 
qualified for the Division 2 
state hockey tournament just 
two times since the MIAA 
changed the postseason tour-
nament format before the 
start of the 2021-22 regular 
season.

The Falcons entered the 
Berry Division match-up with 
Greenfield on Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day with a 9-2 over-
all record. They needed only 
one more win to become the 
first high school hockey team 
from Western Massachusetts 
to clinch a berth in this year’s 
state tournament.  

The Falcons had to wait 
a couple of extra days to ac-
complish the milestone after 
suffering a 7-4 loss to the 
Green Wave at the Olympia 
Ice Center in West Spring-
field.

“This is a very frustrat-
ing loss,” said Minnechaug 
head Kyle Bousquet. “If we 
could’ve won today’s game, 
we would’ve qualified for 
the state tournament with ten 
wins. We’re also trying to fin-
ish in first place in the Berry 
Division standings, so every 
league game is very import-
ant.”

The Falcons had a 4-3 
league mark following their 
first meeting of the regular 
season against Greenfield. 
They were ranked 29th in the 
Division 2 state power rank-
ings which was released on 
January 20. 

The top 32 teams in the 

Division 2 rankings will auto-
matically qualify for the state 
tournament.

The last time that the Fal-
cons, who have allowed five 
or more goals in their first 
three losses of this season, 
qualified for the state tourna-
ment was two years ago when 
they lost to Agawam, 3-1, in a 
preliminary round match. The 
2022-23 squad also lost in the 
preliminary round to Somer-
ville High School.

A year ago, Greenfield 
and Minnechaug spilt their 
season series.

The Falcons won the 
first meeting, 4-3, before 
the Green Wave celebrated 
a 4-2 victory two days later. 
Greenfield had a 6-5-1 overall 
record and a 5-3-1 league re-
cord following the road win. 

The Green Wave took a 
1-0 lead against the Falcons at 
the 12:02 mark of the opening 
period following a goal from 
sophomore Chase Zraurnig.

WILBRAHAM – It’s 
been another strong season 
in the pool for Minnechaug 
swimming. So far this sea-
son. Boys swimming has 
gone 7-1 with their only 
defeat coming against East 
Longmeadow where the 
Falcons lost by just sev-
en points. More recently, 
the Falcons have won their 
last four meets, including a 
dominant win 141-35 over 
Westfield on Tuesday, Jan. 
20. The Falcons had a win-
ner in every event. Zach Par-
ent and Alex Parent had two 
event wins each as did Ben 
Latourelle. Colin Purcell 
and Owen Messina also had 
event wins.

This season, girls swim-
ming has gone 5-2-1 so far. 

The Falcons had a rare tie in 
a meet against Amherst Re-
gional with both teams scor-
ing 85 points. Earlier this 
week, the Falcons defeated 
Westfield 114-62.

In the win, Chelsea Or-
tega and Olivia Parent both 
had two wins for the Fal-
cons. Parent took the 500 
freestyle and 200 freestyle. 
Ortega won the 100 free-
style and the 200 individual 
medley.

The postseason meets 
will be coming up in the 
next couple of weeks, 
though prior to that, a “sec-
ond chance” meet will be 
held for swimmers who are 
looking for another chance 
to qualify for the sectional 
and state meets.

Falcons ice hockey 
suffers setback against 
Green Wave

Swim teams head into 
postseason strong

Brody Faneuff readies to clear the puck up the ice.
Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Kelly Balog looks for an opening to shoot. Joey Comes makes a play up the right side of the ice.

Girls basketball grabs win in Invitational matchup

Ava Disa is 
pressured 

near the arc. Zahara Wilson gets 
around an opponent.

Ava Manning keeps 
the ball away from 
her opponent.

Lyric Nelson 
looks to make 
an inbound 
pass.

Cailin O’Brien considers 
her next move while on an 
offensive play.

Please see FALCONS, 
page 10

Please see GIRLS, page 10
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SPRINGFIELD  – St. 
Louis Blues President of 
Hockey Operations and Gen-
eral Manager Doug Arm-
strong announced today that 
Steve Ott will assume the 
role of head coach for the 
team’s AHL affiliate, the 
Springfield Thunderbirds, 
for the remainder of the 
season. Ott replaces Steve 
Konowalchuk, who has been 
relieved of his duties. Current 
Thunderbirds assistant coach 
Chad Wiseman will serve as 
the interim head coach for 
today’s Thunderbirds game 
against the Wilkes-Barre/
Scranton Penguins until Ott 
can join the team later this 
week.

“The Blues want to thank 
Steve Konowalchuk for his 
contributions to our organi-
zation over the last two years 
and wish him all the best 
moving forward,” said Arm-
strong. “We’re looking for-
ward to Steve Ott taking over 
in Springfield to push our 
young players to get better 
every day and further their 
development path to become 
St. Louis Blues. The current 
staff will take over his duties 
with the Blues for the rest of 
this season.”

Ott, 42, has nine seasons 

behind the Blues’ bench af-
ter first joining the staff as 
an assistant in the summer 
of 2017.   During his tenure, 
the Summerside, PEI, native 
has helped the Blues compile 
a 350-244-74 (.588 points 
percentage) regular-season 
record and four postseason 
appearances. In 2018-19, 
just his second season as a 
coach, Ott played an instru-
mental role in helping the 
Blues make a historic rise in 
the standings during the reg-
ular season, ultimately cap-
turing the 2019 Stanley Cup 
championship. Ott becomes 
the fifth head coach in Thun-
derbirds history

As a player, Ott enjoyed a 
14-year NHL career, includ-
ing 122 games with the Blues 
from 2014-2016. Overall, he 
accumulated 288 points in 
848 career regular-season 
games, including stints with 
Dallas, Buffalo, St. Louis, 
Detroit, and Montreal. 

Konowalchuk, 52, was 
in his second season as head 
coach of the Thunderbirds 
and has recorded an overall 
record of 47-50-4-8 (.486 
points-percentage) during 
his time in the organization, 
including a record of 13-18-
4-2 (.432) this season.

Ott named new head 
coach of T-Birds

Sadler-Stanley Racing 
announced Wednesday that 
Luke Baldwin will return to 
the Pace-O-Matic No. 7VA 
for another season of SMART 
Modified Tour racing in 2026. 

Baldwin will be searching 
for an unprecedented third 
straight championship on the 
SMART Modified Tour pow-
ered by Pace-O-Matic, after 
capturing the title in his rook-
ie season in 2024, and follow-
ing it up with another crown 
in 2025.

Baldwin won three of 13 
series events in 2025 to go 
along with top-10 finishes 
in all but two races. Bald-
win also won twice during 
the 2024 season, including 
capturing the $20,000 to win 
‘King of the Modifieds’ at 
South Boston Speedway in its 

inaugural season as his first 
career win.

The team will continue 
with a PSR Chassis, partnered 
with Pace-O-Matic.

“What Luke has accom-
plished both on and off the 
track the last two years has 
been impressive and fun to 
watch,” Sadler-Stanley Rac-
ing co-owner Hermie Sadler, 
said. “Luke has a great future 
ahead of him and it will be 
exciting to watch him race 
in the NASCAR Craftsman 
Truck Series, along with on 
the SMART Modified Tour. 
We are truly excited to have 
him back in the Pace-O-Mat-
ic Modified in 2026 trying to 
chase some history.”

“Going back to 
Sadler-Stanley Racing for 
a chance to win a third con-

secutive SMART Modified 
Tour championship - it’s 
incredible,” Luke Baldwin 
said. “Hermie and Bill took a 
chance on me, and it has paid 
off in many ways. I expect no 
different in 2026.”

“We are just thrilled that 
Luke will lead Sadler-Stanley 
Racing for the 2026 SMART 
Modified Tour season, and 
run for this third consecutive 
championship,” co-owner 
Bill Stanley said. “He brings 
excitement and a winning at-
titude to the track every week, 
and we can’t wait to get the 
season started with him be-
hind the wheel of the Pace-O-
Matic 7VA.”

“Pace-O-Matic is proud 
to once again be the premier 
sponsor of the SMART Mod-
ified Tour and Sadler-Stan-

ley Racing for 2026,” Paul 
Goldean, President and CEO 
of Pace-O-Matic, said. “The 
SMART Modified Tour is an 
exhibition of cutting-edge in-
novation and excitement, just 
like the skill games we devel-
op. We are excited to watch 
Sadler-Stanley Racing pursue 
a historic third consecutive 
championship, and we wish 
all the drivers luck this sea-
son.”

Information on the driver 
lineup for the No. 16 Pace-
O-Matic entry for the 2026 
season will be released in the 
coming weeks.

The SMART Modified 
Tour 2026 schedule includes 
14 events at 13 different 
tracks. All SMART Modified 
Tour races are streamed live 
on FloRacing. 

Baldwin to chase unprecedented third 
straight SMART Modified Tour Championship

SOUTH HADLEY – On 
Sunday, Jan. 11, the Quabbin 
Valley Baseball League, an 
over-28 recreational league, 
held its first meeting of 2026 
to prepare for the upcoming 
season.

At the meeting it was 
determined registration for 
players will open up on Sun-
day, Feb. 1.

For the 2026 season, the 
cost will be $215 and will in-
clude a 16th game added to 
the regular season schedule.

During the 2025 season, 
the league experimented 
with playing on Mother’s 
Day Saturday as well as a 
weeknight game to allow 
players an opportunity to 
play under the lights. While 
the night games were very 
successful, the Mother’s 
Day Saturday games were 
rained out.

Those elements will 
return along with a 16th 
game with an opponent to 
be determine as the league’s 
board explores possibilities 
for interleague matchups 
with another league in the 
region. 

For returning players to 
the league, the deadline is 
Mar. 22 at 12 noon to be reg-
istered for the 2026 season in 
order to be guaranteed a ros-

ter spot. There will be open 
practices for all players but 
specifically targeted at new 
players scheduled for March 
29 and April 4 at times and 
locations to be announced. 
The draft is currently sched-
uled to take place on April 4 
following that practice.

The season is currently 
slated to start on Sunday, 
April 19 and following the 
success of the six-team fall 
league last year, the league 
will also have a fall league 
in September and October 
this season.

The registration link will 
be live on Feb. 1 at www.
quabbinvalleybaseball.org. 
Players must register and 
then pay the league dues via 
Venmo or contact the league 
leadership if an alternate 
form of payment is needed.

Aside from the week-
night and Mother’s Day 
games, other games take 
place Sundays at 10 a.m. 
outside of Mother’s Day, 
Memorial Day and July 4 
weekends. Playoffs will be 
in August.

This is the 30th season 
for the league and league 
officials are looking to cele-
brate the anniversary with a 
couple of events. 

Registration set to open 
Feb. 1 for Quabbin Valley

It was the only goal 
scored by either team during 
the opening period.

A little more than four 
minutes into the second pe-
riod, senior Luca Siano fired 
a breakaway shot into the net 
past Minnechaug sophomore 
goalie Chase Folli (29 saves) 
giving Greenfield a 2-0 ad-
vantage. 

A minute later, sophomore 
Billy LaPalm netted his sixth 
goal of the season, cutting the 
Falcons’ deficit in half.  The 
duo of senior Kelly Balog and 
junior Nick O’Sullivan were 
credited with assists.  

The score didn’t remain 
2-1 for very long. 

The Green Wave retook 
a two-goal lead when Luca 
Siano sent a pass from the left 
circle across to the right cir-
cle where his younger broth-
er, Nico, who’s a sophomore, 
put a shot into the net with 
8:15 remaining in the second 
period.

The score was tied 3-3, 
entering the final period as 
the Falcons scored a pair of 
power-play goals during the 
final two minutes of the mid-
dle period.

Senior Brody Faneuff, 
who’s a first-year member 
of the Falcons hockey team, 
put a shot past Greenfield se-
nior goalie Cooper Smith (26 
saves) for his 13 goal of the 
season, which was assisted by 
senior Dom Fiorentino. 

Fiorentino is an assis-
tant captain, along with 
senior’s Enzo Hrycay and 
Anthony Garib. He assisted 
on two other Falcons goals 
against Greenfield and has a 
team-leading 18 assists in the 
first ten games of the regular 
season.

With 27.1 seconds left in 
the period, Balog, who’s an-
other first-year member of the 
team, scored the equalizer.

“The power-play has been 
an asset for us this year,” 
Bousquet said. “We scored 
two power-play goals late 

in the second period, but we 
also must score 5-on-5 goals 
as well. We came out strong 
at the start of the third before 
they scored another goal.” 

Greenfield senior Brady 
Poreda netted the go-ahead 
goal three minutes into the 

third period.
Then Nico Siano scored 

his team’s first power-play 
goal, increasing the Green 
Wave lead to 5-3.

“It’s very difficult play-
ing from behind the whole 
game,” said Minnechaug se-

nior captain Jake 
Moore. “We’re still 
a very good hockey 
team, but this is a 
very tough loss for 
us.” 

M i n n e c h a u g 
continued to battle 
back, as O’Sulli-
van delivered a shot 
from the blue line 
into the net cutting 
the deficit to 5-4 
with 7:27 left in reg-
ulation.

The Falcons 
were unable to score 
the tying goal, as 
senior Jack Laurie 
scored an unassist-
ed goal with 5:22 
remaining before 
sealing the deal with 
an empty net goal 
during the final sec-
onds.

FALCONS from page 9

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Dom Fiorentino makes a backhand stop.

Cameron Faneuff dekes before shooting. Jason Abeid heads for the goal.

before sophomore Tessa Gar-
cia (8 points) also made a lay-
up down at the other end of 
the court.

It was the Lady Tigers fi-
nal points of the opening half.

The Lady Falcons pulled 
away with a 3-pointer from 
senior Lyric Nelson, which 
were her only points, a pair of 
free throws from junior Ains-
ley Holden (5 points) and an 
O’Brien inside hoop, which 
made the score 17-9 at half-
time.

Mills began the second 
half with an inside basket be-
fore Minnechaug put together 
a 14-2 run.

With 6:40 left in the third 
quarter, senior Ava Manning 
drained a 3-pointer from the 
left side giving Minnechaug 
a double digit lead (21—11) 
for the first time.

Holden hit another shot 
from beyond the three-point 
arc with two minutes left in-
creasing the Lady Falcons 
lead to 31-13.

The Lady Falcons, who 
entered the final eight min-
utes of the game with a com-

manding 34-18 lead, never al-
lowed the Lady Tigers to get 
any closer than eleven points 
the rest of the way. 

Wilson and her Lady Fal-
cons teammates were slat-

ed to face Bishop Ludden 
High School of Syracuse, 
New York at SICS in another 
Hoophall Invitational game 
the following day.

GIRLS from page 9

Turley photo by Gregory A. Scibelli

Elizabeth Woytowicz looks to get the ball to the other side of 
the court.

MADISON, Wis - The 
University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison has recog-
nized students named to 
the Dean’s List for the fall 
semester of the 2025-2026 
academic year.

Students who achieve at 
a high level academically 
are recognized by the dean 

at the close of each semes-
ter. To be eligible for the 
Dean’s List, students must 
complete a minimum of 12 
graded degree credits in that 
semester. Each university 
school or college sets its 
own GPA requirements for 
students to be eligible to re-
ceive the distinction. 

To view an online list-
ing, visit https://registrar.
wisc.edu/deanslist/.

Here are the students 
from your circulation area 
who have received this hon-
or. Wilbraham, MA

 Farrah Kanorwalla, Col 
of Agricultural & Life Sci, 
Dean’s List

UW-Madison announces Fall Deans List

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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413-244-1943
A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research

AAffordable ffordable WWasteaste S Solutionsolutions
Your Hometown Provider for 

Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Service

Heavenly InspirationsInspirations
Flowers • Gifts 

Collectibles • Gourmet
Ted Metayer, Jr./Ted Metayer III

Owners/Designers

64 East Street, Ludlow, MA 01056
(413) 547-6164 • (888) 248-1901

theodoremetayer@yahoo.com
www.heavenlyinspirationsflowers.com

A specialty shop offering a wonderful variety of fine wines, 
craft beers - domestic & imported, sake, soju, mead, ciders 

and a nice selection of non-alcoholic beers & wines.
6 Burt Lane, Wilbraham (In the rear of the building)

413-279-1252
Open: Mon.-Wed. 11am-8pm

Thurs. - Sat. 11am-10pm • Sun. 11am-7pm

POST
Computer Systems

Repairs • Upgrades
New & Used Equipment • Trade-ins

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-5177 • www.pocosys.com

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses,  
home offices, family systems, mobile professionals and 

everyone in between is what separates POST from all the rest.

Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

Your Hometown Dry Cleaners
Family owned and operated since 1935

GET TO KNOW OUR
GREAT SERVICE

“We get 
stains out 

like it never 
happened.”

413-736-5476  •  parkcleaners413.com

262 Allen St., Springfield
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-3pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

One Monarch Place
Ste. 200, Springfield

Mon. • Wed. • Fri. 

464 Main St., Wilbraham
Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm, Sat. 9am-1pm

Sun. closed

Ask about 
special pricing 

for first 
responders

15% OFF 
DRY CLEANING 

when you 
pre-pay!

Heavenly InspirationsInspirations
Roses 

Custom Floral 
Arrangements
Unique Gifts & 

Collectibles
Keepsake Gifts

Memorial 
Flowers

Remembrance 
Lamps

TED METAYER, JR.
TED METAYER III

Owners/Designers
64 East Street

Ludlow, MA 01056
(413) 547-6164
(888) 248-1901

theodoremetayer@yahoo.com
www.heavenlyinspirationsflowers.com

Visit us forVisit us for

  Valentine’s Day!Valentine’s Day!

spotlightHOMETOWN
SMALL BUSINESSSMALL BUSINESS

This week in recreation
Falcon Girls 
Lacrosse Signups 
for the 2026 
Spring Season

WILBRAHAM - Does 
your daughter want to be part 
of the fastest growing youth 
sport in the United States?  
You are in luck!  Registra-
tion opened for the 2026 
Falcon Girls Youth Lacrosse 
program on January 13 and 
will run through March 10.  
The Falcon Girls Lacrosse 
Association (FGLA) will be 
fielding teams for the follow-
ing age groups this season: 
Mites K, Lightning (grades 
1-2), Bantams (grades 3-4), 
Juniors (grades 5-6), and Se-
niors (grades 7-8).  This is a 
Wilbraham Parks and Recre-
ation Department (WPRD) 
program that is co-managed 
by the FGLA.  The program 
has a strong history and is 
supported by a small group 
of dedicated volunteers.  
We are open to players and 
volunteers of all abilities.  
The goal is to expose your 
daughter to the dynamics 
of team play, build/enhance 
coordination and the fun-
damentals of lacrosse in a 
competitive and fun environ-
ment.  Fun fact, the odds of a 
female High School lacrosse 
athlete playing for an NCAA 
Division 1 school are 23:1.  
The best odds of all female 
collegiate sports!  Odds of 
placement on any college 
roster are 7:1, only second to 

Ice Hockey at 5:1.  (https://
scholarshipstats.com/varsi-
tyodds)

Your daughter can be 
signed up in-person at the 
WPRD office located at 45c 
Post Office Park Wilbraham, 
MA.  Registration fees are: 
Mites $125, Lightning $150, 
Bantam $175, Juniors $200, 
Seniors $200.  This will in-
clude a custom FGLA uni-
form that the players can 
retain post season for Ban-
tams-Juniors-Seniors.  Mites 
and Lightning players will 
be provided with a shooter 
shirt and a stick that they can 
keep post season.  All other 
level players are asked to 
provide their own girls la-
crosse stick.  A face mask 
and mouth guard will be 
required for all levels. USA 
Lacrosse has an equipment 
guide that can be found on 
their website: www.usala-
crosse.com/equipment

We are scheduling 2-3 
tournaments for the season.  
Tournament play has been 
very well received in the past 
and is a fantastic opportunity 
to expose our players to oth-
er organizations outside of 
our league (CT Valley Youth 
Lacrosse).  Your daughters 
will also have a chance to 
warm up with the “big kids” 
on the turf at Minnechaug 
during the season and have 
some game time on the new 
high-tech playing surface 
we are so fortunate to have.  
Regular season play for the 
Junior and Senior teams 
will be held on the incredi-

ble grass surface at the Spec 
Pond Recreation Facility.  

Additionally, there will 
be (3) indoor clinics for 
Bantam, Junior, and Senior 
age divisions held on Tued-
say 3/3, 3/10, 3/17 at Soccer 
City, 2041 Boston Road Wil-
braham (Field # 3 - the back 
indoor field).  Start time is 
4:30 PM and these will run 
for 1-hour.  Cost is $20/play-
er/session (collected on site 
at the clinics) and all partic-
ipants should be previously 
signed up as a Falcon Girls 
Lacrosse player through the 
WPRD.  FGLA will have 
an insurance waiver form 
available for any athletes 
looking to feel out the sport 
prior to signing up and mak-
ing a team commitment for 
the season.  This is a great 
opportunity to introduce the 
game to new athletes, dust 
off the sticks for returning 
players and meet some of the 
coaching staff.

FGLA is also planning 
an Exhibition Day to gen-
erate interest in the program 
for all levels.  This will in-
clude demonstartions from 
collegiate level players and 
coaches, radar gun “fast-
est Shot” competitions, and 
other activities.  Date is 
planned for pre-seaon/early 
March.  Exact date TBA….
stay tuned!

Any questions can be di-
rected to the FGLA through 
the WPRD and financial as-
sistance can be provided if 
this is an obstacle for any 
aspiring players.

HAMPDEN — Hampden 
Parks & Recreation is excited 
to announce a variety of new 
and returning programs for 
youth and adults this winter 
and spring. Thanks to the re-
cent move into a new facili-
ty with expanded classroom 
and recreation space, Parks 
& Recreation can offer more 
diverse programs, increased 
capacity, and new opportu-
nities for the community to 
connect, learn, and stay ac-
tive.

February Vacation
Youth Programs

Mad Science Secret Agent 
Lab (Grades 1–6)

A hands-on science and 
forensics program where 
young detectives explore 
fingerprinting, evidence col-
lection, and investigative sci-
ence.

Feb. 16 to 20 | 9 a.m. to 
Noon at Hampden Town 
Hall, Classroom E2

Cost: $180 | Register: 
through Feb. 10

Youth February Vacation 
Futsal Clinic

An energetic, skill-build-
ing soccer clinic led by FSS 
(Futsal and Street Soccer) 
coaches. Open to all experi-
ence levels.

Feb. 16 to 20 | 9 a.m. to 
Noon at Hampden Parks & 
Recreation Gym

Cost: $150 | Register: 
through Feb. 11

Youth & Adult 
Art Programs

Multicultural Art Adventures 
(Grades 1–6)

A 6-week hands-on art 
program exploring global art 
traditions. Students create 
five finished artworks and 
participate in a student-curat-
ed gallery.

Wednesdays, Feb. 25 to 
Apr. 1

Cost: $135 | Register: Jan. 
7 to Feb. 23

Calming the Chaos: Studio 
Sessions (Ages 18+)

A relaxing art and mind-
fulness series focused on 
stress relief, creativity, and 

connection. No experience 
required.

Thursdays, Feb. 26 to Apr. 
2

Cost: $135 | Register: Jan. 
7 to Feb. 23

Both programs are taught 
by Hampden resident Erin 
Leigh Boughamer, Profes-
sional Artist and MA Li-
censed Art Educator.

Ongoing Recreation 
Opportunities

Pickleball: Level-based 
weekday play at Thornton 
Burgess Gymnasium; $3 per 
session

The expanded space at 
the new Parks & Recreation 
facility allows for increased 
programming, improved 
scheduling flexibility, and 
new offerings for residents of 
all ages. Hampden Parks & 
Recreation looks forward to 
continuing to grow and serve 
the community.

For more information and 
registration details contact 
Hampden Parks and Recre-
ation at parks@hampdenma.
gov or (413) 566-2151 Ext 
108.

Hampden Parks and Recreation
announces upcoming programming

WILBRAHAM - The 
Wilbraham Women’s Club 
will be awarding $1,500. 
scholarships to graduating 
seniors who are residents of 
Wilbraham or Hampden and 
who will be attending a four 
year college or university this 

fall.  
The criteria considered 

are academic achievement. 
character, and leadership. 
Applications are available 
in the Guidance Office at 
Minnechaug Regional High 
School. For those attending 

other high schools, please 
email Mrs. Rae Teed (rae.
teed@gmail.com) and an 
application can be mailed to 
you. All applications must be 
postmarked by March 20, 
2026 to be considered. 

Wilbraham Women’s Club to award scholarships
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap).

 Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products

 (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  

Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

INSTRUCTION
NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 

with Live Fire for License to 
Carry permit $140. 
Matt Marcinkiewicz 

muscione@hotmail.com
413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

The Resident Care Facility at 
Saint Joseph’s Abbey, 

167 North Spencer Road, Spencer, MA 
has an opening for a 

PART TIME FACILITY COOK. 
Hourly wage negotiable depending on 

experience and related skills .
Requirements: High School Diploma or 
GED. Ability to speak and read English 
required. Must be able to understand writ-
ten policies and procedures. Must be able 
to work unsupervised while following food 
safety protocols.  

For more information and to apply, contact 
Wally Connor, Facility/HR Manager 

at (508) 885-8700 Ext. 550
 or by email: wally@spencerabbey.org

The Town of Huntington
is seeking a part-time Town Hall 

Floater/Selectboard 
Administrative Assistant/

Assistant Town Clerk.  
$20-$22 per hour based on

experience. 15 hours per week. 
Application and complete job description 

are available online at 
www.huntingtonma.us 

or by emailing
 admin@huntingtonma.us. 

Position is open until filled.  
Town of Huntington is an Equal 

Opportunity Employer.

Wilbraham United Church is hiring 
a part-time, experienced 
ADMINISTRATIVE 

ASSISTANT/BOOKKEEPER. 
Apply to Wilbraham United Church, 
Attention: Alesia; 500 Main Street; 
Wilbraham, MA 01095. 
More information at www.wilbrahamu-
nitedchurch.org/about-us-2/

FOR RENT
AGAWAM APARTMENT SUBLET. 
1st Floor, 2BR, 1BA, electric heat, laundry, 
off-street parking. $1345/mo includes wa-
ter, trash removal. Available 3/1/26. Good 
credit score 650+, references. Dog 40lbs 
or less $50/mo., cat $25/mo. Elaine 413-
544-4330.

PALMER: 1 BR Apt. 
No Pets/No Smoking. 
BRETON ESTATES

413-283-6940

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20262026

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393
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OBITUARY

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-589-7564 Office ❖ 413-589-7588 Fax ❖ 413-531-5360

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Racket sport pros
  4. Make tea
  8. City South of 

Moscow
 10. Spanish 

bullfighting term
 11. Egg-shaped
 12. Could not 

remember
 13. French 

modernist painter
 15. Persons
 16. Painful intestinal 

obstruction
 17. Professions
 18. Is up to the task
 21. Wood or metal 

bolt
 22. Tax collector
 23. A way to save 

for the future
 24. Georgia rockers
 25. Midway between 

north and 
northeast

 26. High schoolers’ 
test

 27. Does not accept 
responsibility

 34. One who 
prepares

 35. Gout-indicative 
deposits

 36. Place to play 
games

 37. Book of Genesis 
character

 38. Cleans oneself
 39. Unloaded for 

money
 40. Genus of 

flowering plants
 41. Take a puff
 42. Congressmen
 43. God of battle 

in Scandinavian 
mythology

CLUES DOWN
  1. Type of bomb
  2. South Pacific 

islands
  3. Celestial body
  4. Negotiates
  5. Consider in a 

specified way
  6. Type of group in 

organic chemistry
  7. Buddhist 

monasteries
  9. Inhabitant of 

Bering Sea island
 10. Body part
 12. Milestone 

birthday
 14. Thyroid-

stimulating 
hormone

 15. More (Spanish)
 17. Chicago 

ballplayer
 19. Leaves a place

 20. Cannot be found
 23. One’s internal 

body parts
 24. Tell on
 25. North American 

peoples of 
southwest

 26. Soviet Socialist 
Republic

 27. Extract used for 
jams and jellies

 28. Greek goddess of 
the dawn

 29. Old English letter
 30. A way to 

exaggerate
 31. Get up and leave
 32. “Boardwalk 

Empire” character
 33. More generous
 34. Hanging cloth 

used as a blind
 36. Ancient Greek 

sophist

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Robert Joseph Bready, of 
Monson, passed away peace-
fully on January 19, 
2026, at Life Care 
Center of Wilbra-
ham, surrounded 
by his daughter, 
Kristal, who was 
his caregiver. He 
was 87 years old. 

Robert was born 
in Springfield on 
June 26, 1938, the 
son of the late Joseph and Lil-
lian (Nash) Bready. He was 
raised in Springfield, and a 
graduate of the Springfield 
school system. Robert had an 
honorable discharge from the 
United States Army in 1962. 
He continued his education 
at Western New England 
College, where he earned his 
bachelor’s degree in engineer-
ing. After graduating from 
college, he met his wife and 
moved to Somers, CT where 
they made their first home. 
They raised their children in 
Ware, MA. While living in 
Ware, he served on the police 
department as a special police 
officer and was the tax asses-
sor for several years. Robert 
was employed for many years 
as a Senior Project Manag-
er with the Physical Plant at 
UMass Amherst, where he 
was known for his dedication, 
professionalism, and strong 
work ethic. In 2000, he and 
his wife retired on the Cape 
where his love for golf took 
off. Robert was also an avid 
Red Sox and Patriots fan. Af-
ter his wife, Roberta, passed 
away he moved back up to 
Monson to be near his daugh-
ter, which is where he met his 
girlfriend, Shirley, and spent 
many years with her. 

In his free time, Robert 
enjoyed golfing and play-
ing bluegrass music with his 
cousin, Pat. He also found 
simple joy in the occasion-
al scratch ticket. He was a 
proud member of the Mason-

ic Lodge where he was a past 
master of Eden Lodge, an or-

ganization that held 
special meaning 
to him. He was a 
member of the Shri-
ners and served on 
the director’s staff. 

In addition to 
his parents, Robert 
was predeceased by 
his beloved wife, 
Roberta J. (Rice) 

Bready; his two brothers, 
Richard and Joseph Bready; 
and his girlfriend, Shirley 
Conners. 

He is survived by his two 
daughters, Kristal S. Bready 
and her fiancé, Billy Mane-
gre of Monson and Sharon 
Carey of Skokie, IL; his five 
grandchildren, Lily, Matthew 
and Sean Carey (“The Trips”) 
and Jacob and Travis Rock; 
his former son-in-law, Dan 
Carey (Terri) of Sturtevant, 
Wisconsin; he also leaves his 
cat, Cecil at home, along with 
extended family and friends 
who will miss him dearly.

His daughter, Kristal, 
would like to thank the staff 
at Lifecare Center for the end-
less phone calls and support 
throughout his time there. She 
would also like to thank all 
the staff at D’Amour Cancer 
Center, including Gary, who 
was the chocolate dealer for 
“Chocolate Bob.”

Family and friends are 
invited to gather on Satur-
day, Jan. 31, 2026, from 1 to 
2 p.m. at the Byron Keenan 
Funeral Home and Cremation 
Tribute Center, 1858 Allen 
Street, Springfield, MA., fol-
lowed by Masonic Service 
and Funeral Home Service. A 
private burial will be held at 
a later date in Hillcrest Park 
Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made to St. 
Jude’s Children’s Research 
Hospital.

Robert Joseph Bready

waited until we retired. Had 
we waited for ‹some day’ to 
arrive. 

I implore you to not allow 
your age, fitness level, cur-
rent circumstances, past fail-
ures or ANYTHING ELSE 
dictate what you are capable 
of! I encourage you to chase 
the dream, seize the opportu-
nity and never live regretting 
what could have been if only 
you had taken the chance. We 
have but one wild and crazy 
life. TODAY is the day to go 
out and LIVE it. 

Tom and I have lived life 
to the absolute fullest over the 
past 10 years. Adventuring 
on weekends and vacations 
from work. But for one of us, 
at least, life is opening up to 
even more possibilities and 
opportunities. I’m thrilled to 

announce that after dedicat-
ing fifty years of his life to 
his career, Tom completed his 
final day as a working man on 

the last day of 2025!
See you in the wild places, 

my friends!

HIKING  from page 6

paraprofessional at Stony Hill 
Elementary School, who told 
the School Committee how 
the room was filled with their 
childrens’ favorite teachers 
and are “mentors, they shape 
our children’s minds, they are 
people our children look up 
to and confide in.”

“Teachers are profession-
als; teachers shouldn’t have 
to beg for raises. Treat them 
as professionals. Pay them a 
competitive salary. In the last 
few years, more responsibil-
ities have been added on to 
paraprofessionals in the dis-
trict. We sub for teachers due 
to a shortage of substitutes,” 
Lee said. “I don’t mind sub-
bing for the teachers I work 
with directly under. Then, I 
can still keep an eye on the 
students I pursue with IEPS. 
However, it is very difficult to 
catch our students up that we 
provide services to when we 
sub for other teachers.”

Lee added how other 
needs are also covered by pa-
ras.

“We support teachers 
and students by providing 
instruction, mentoring be-
havior, working one-to-one 
with students or with small 
groups, especially those with 
IEPs. We reinforce lessons, 
help manage classrooms, 
we ensure positive, effective 
learning environment. We 
work under the supervision 
of professional teachers, ex-
tending the teachers’ reach, 
helping all students access 
learning,” Lee said. “Parapro-
fessionals shouldn’t have to 
pay for raises. Treat us better. 
Pay us a competitive salary. 
200 days without a contract. 
HWRSD School Committee, 
do better.”

Among the students 
was Irene Chen, a senior at 
Minnechaug Regional High 
School, who wanted to em-
phasize “how much our 
teachers do for us,” and “of-
ten, it’s beyond what’s re-
quired of them.”

“Before the schedule 
change, Mr. Labadorf arrived 
to school as early as 6:30 in 
the morning to help students 
one-on-one. Ms. Miracle, the 

only calculus teacher in the 
schools, stays around 4:30 
p.m. on extra help days,” 
Chen said. “As I am part of 
a self-formed band with two 
other students, Mr. Ingram, 
who consistently stays af-
ter school to support us with 
music even though it’s not 
school-related, and Ms. Raf-
faele, our Asian Cultural 
Club advisor, paid out of her 
own pockets for our Lunar 
New Year decorations so our 
students could feel celebrated 
and felt represented by their 
culture. And there’s so much 
more that are unmentioned.”

Chen said these actions 
reflect “a pattern of dedica-
tion, care and commitment 
that defines our teachers at 
both Minnechaug and all of 
HWRSD.”

“And like Ms. Miracle 
said, you’ll never find anoth-
er group of teachers that care 
so much for their students,” 
Chen said. “And once again, 
we as the students of Min-
nechaug and all of HWRSD 
ask you to truly acknowledge 
what our teachers do every 
single day and show where 
it matters most. By settling a 
fair contract.”

Chen then mentioned 
student outcomes, explain-
ing that everyone is here “to 
show these amazing teachers 
are the work of our teach-
ers throughout every school 
through the HWRSD dis-
trict.”

“Supporting our teachers 
is not optional. It’s an invest-
ment in the student and, also, 
the future of this communi-
ty,” Chen said. 

Laila Hosnander is a re-
cent graduate of Minnechaug 
and the daughter of a teacher, 
sharing that a school “is not 
defined by hallways or test 
scores,” but “by the people 
who refuse to give up on stu-
dents inside of it.”

Hosnander reflected on 
the teachers who changed her 
life and helped her to stay in 
school during very difficult 
times, pursue her dreams of 
becoming a musician and 
having a safe space in class-
rooms. 

“As many of us know, 

the music program is often 
the first to face budget cuts 
and when they happen, it’s 
unfortunate. These programs 
are crucial for development 
of our children and as a cre-
ative outlet,” Hosnander said. 
“Our teachers need a fair and 
equitable contract not only 
because they deserve it, but 
because they go above and 
beyond every single day to 
change the lives of students. 
As the daughter of a teacher, 
myself, I see how hard they 
work and how much they 
sacrifice to ensure the success 
of their students as many be-
lieve children are our future, 
and without teachers they are 
nothing.”

Hosnander said she is “liv-
ing proof that when teachers 
are supported, students don’t 
just learn, they survive.”

“I am here today because 
my teacher showed up for 
me when I couldn’t show up 
for myself, and now it’s our 
responsibility to stand up 
for the people who stand up 
for our students every single 
day,” Hosnander said. 

Dr. Georgina Trebbe, 
the MRHS licensed library 
teacher and HWEA vice 
president for the high school, 
noted how in 2013, “head-
lines celebrated the contract 
that restored critical teaching 
positions,” but “didn’t show 
the cost.”

“Educators absorbed the 
district’s financial pain, ac-
cepting a 1% COLA, forgo-
ing staff increases, taking 
furloughs and paying more 
for healthcare. We didn’t just 
do work here. We partnered 
with you, the previous School 
Committee to keep the dis-
trict afloat,” Trebbe said. “For 
many of us who have been 
here since 2013—and most 
of us here have—our history 
is defined by doing more with 
less. Pink slips, program cuts 
and band-aid technology. 
At times, we see the capital 
needs of our buildings not as 
line items, but as our daily 
reality.”

Trebbe said it was per-
plexing “to see the district’s 
share of town budgets fluc-
tuate, knowing that even 1% 

shift has a detrimental impact 
to our classrooms.”

“We, the educators of this 
district are asking this com-
mittee to be the one. Be the 
one that moves beyond the 
word ‘partner’ and into the 
action of partnership. We rely 
on you to be our voice before 
the towns. It is time for a re-
calibration. Last year, town 
leaders asked for tangible 
goals to justify funding. Let’s 
see those goals now,” Treb-
be said. “We are asking you 
to be the champions of our 
school district who finally 
defend a budget that provides 
a living wage and a strong fu-
ture for our schools.”

To hear more comments, 
check out the meeting re-
cording on YouTube by look-
ing up “Erin Dowding” and 
the HWRSD 1.22.26 School 
Committee Meeting.

CONTRACT from page 1

transportation this past fall for 
fall athletics.”

“It was a little bit more 
anticipated than past years 
based on the lack of drivers 
that we were origjnally not 
anticipating at the start of the 
fall season and we had to do 
a quick change-up in terms 
of outsourcing a lot more this 
year than we have in the past,” 
Burndrett said. “This year 
alone, we had to outsource 
18 different away contests in 
terms of whether it was Coach 
Bus companies, other yellow 
bus companies, whatever was 
made available for us kind 
of within the week of the 
change.”

Burndrett added how mul-
tiple lower-level games had 
to be canceled “due to zero 
availability” and to “resched-
ule over 39 away contests to 
move back times or move 
back dates to accommodate 
what that could accommodate 
for us.”

“But, not every school can 
move days and times and ven-
ues at call or at request. So, 

the booster club has donated 
$6,200 to help offset the fall 
transportation budget,” Burn-
drett said.

Next was pool equipment, 
with Burndrett noting it’s 15 
years old with the panels in 
the touch pads “in dire need 
of replacement.”

“The estimated cost for 
the overall pool pad replace-
ment is $8,000. Booster Club 
is donating $3,000 to help 
offset the cost of the pool pad 
replacements. $1,500 coming 
directly from the booster club 
and $1,500 coming from the 
Swim Fundraising Account, 
which is within the booster 
club,” Burndrett said. 

Lastly, the volleyball pro-
grams for a service machine. 

“It’s a lot less movement 
for the coach. She can, now, 
actually instruct rather than 
just serve ball after ball after 
ball over the net and not be 
able to pause and give those 
coachable moments to our 
student athletes,” Burndrett 
said. 

Burndrett ended with this.
“With the total donations 

for this month of just under 
$25,000, these contributions 

demonstrate strong commu-
nity support for Minnechaug 
athletics. They address critical 
needs in transportation, med-
ical services, facility mainte-
nance and equipment,” Burn-
drett said. 

School Committee Mem-
ber Sean Kennedy asked 
about the fall transportation, 
thanking the booster club for 
the donation.

“What was the full cost 
in 2025 of the fall transporta-
tion?” Kennedy said.

Burndrett said he could 
look up the number.

When Kennedy next asked 
what the percentage of the 
$6,200 is of that, Burndrett 
said he calculated the 18 trips 
that were not accomodated. 

“We covered a 66%, they 
did a 33% cover type of dona-
tion,” Burndrett said.

Superintendent Dr. John 
Provost asked a clarifying 
question.

“So, are you saying that 
the impact of LPVEC not 
being able to provide trans-
portation for your teams was 
about $18,000 for the fall’s? 
That would be three times the 
amount of the donation?” Pro-

vost said.
Burndrett replied he’d 

have to review it, but said 
“roughly, yes.”

“Even with outside yel-
low bus companies, you’re 
looking at least quadruple the 
price of what LPVEC would 
accommodate. When they’re 
available, they’re great. The 
cost is super low,” Burndrett 
said. “Going into this school 
year, it was understood that it 
would be 2:45 bus departures. 
We were able to accommodate 
that the first week and a half, 
and then, based on the lack of 
bus drivers available, we then 
had to pivot in the middle of 
the season to 4 p.m. or later 
bus departures, and that’s 40 
different contests that we had 
to change as best as possible. 
Unfortunately, other schools 
don’t have lighting like we 
do, other schools don’t have 
turf like we do. So, in the past, 
I was aware of it well in ad-
vance to move dates around 
when we could. This year was 
just kind of an anomaly based 
on what we thought and what 
ended up occurring.”

All four donation requests 
were carried unanimously. 

BOOSTER CLUB
 from page 1
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WINE DOWN 
WEDNESDAYS $20

2341 Boston Rd., (Rt. 20), Wilbraham, MA

413.279.2020
route20barandgrille.com

SERVING: TUES. & WED. 4-9PM
THURS. 11:30AM-9PM • FRI. & SAT 11:30AM-9:30PM • SUN. 10:30AM-8PM

WITH EXTENDED BAR HOURS EVERY NIGHT
RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED FOR PARTIES OF 6 OR MORE

BRUNCH

$18 PRIME RIB 
NIGHT EVERY TUESDAY
Dine In Only • While Supplies Last

Sundays 10:30-2:30
PLUS OUR REGULAR MENU UNTIL 8PM

Thurs. - Sat. 11:30
Sun. 10:30

LUNCH

Bar & Grille
EST. 2016

Valentine’s Valentine’s WeekendWeekend
JOIN US❤ ❤ ❤                ❤ ❤ ❤

JOIN US FOR THE  
BIG GAME
 Sunday, Feb. 9th

Pre-Game Tail Party! 
Specially Priced Apps

2-6pm in the bar

$20 STEAK N’ BREW
EVERY SUNDAY NIGHT!

x

LIVE MUSIC!
Meet up Meet up with friends with friends at Route 20!at Route 20!

Thursday 1/29
Frank Serafino

Friday 1/30
Eagle Eyes

Saturday 1/31 
Deanna Rae

APPY HOUR
THURSDAYS 4-7:30PM!

Specially Priced Apps & Live Music

SERVING

WE’LL HAVE

SWEET 
 dinner specials 
& LIVE MUSIC 
w/Lisa Martins!
(NO RESERVATIONS REQUIRED)

LET’S GO OUT!LET’S GO OUT!
Your Local Favorite Restaurants

CALL TODAY!
413-566-8015

GIO’S LOUNGE
Beer - Wine - Spirits - Cocktails

COME DINE WITH US!
Gourmet Pizzas • Grinders
Giant Calzones • Seafood
Salads • Wings & More

Order from Gio’s 
For Your BIG GAME 

Watch Party!

Extended Hours for Lounge
Keno & Lottery Available

9 Allen St., • Hampden Mini Mall • Hampden, MA (413) 566-8015
                                       | www.giospizzeria.com

Visit Our Website to Enroll In Our
NEW CUSTOMER LOYALTY REWARDS PROGRAM!

P
IZ

Z
A

 ,
 P

A S T A  &   C O
C

K
T

A
IL

S

EST. 2011

PIZZERIA & LOUNGE

ENJOY ALL THE 
GAMES IN OUR 

LOUNGE!
Playoff Games, 

the Big Game and 
March Madness.

Open 6 DAYS
CLOSED TUESDAYS

Advertise Your Pub or Restaurant 
in Your Local Community Newspapers 

On The “Let’s Go Out” Page. 
Email Jocelyn at jwalker@turley.com for Details.

1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA
413-566-8324

BOOK YOUR NEXT 
FUNCTION WITH US!

For more information contact Lori Atkinson 
413-566-8324 • lacucinagreenhouse@gmail.com

See our website for our Banquet & Catering Menu
lacucinahampden.com

Mon.-Thurs. 3-9pm, Fri. & Sat. 11:30am-10pm & Sun. 11:30am-9pm 

LOUNGE OPEN & PIZZA 7 DAYS

BAR OPEN LATE!

JOIN US FOR LUNCH!
Friday, Saturday, Sunday

LIVE MUSIC!!! 
Every Friday & Saturday • Visit Facebook For Lineup

di Hampden House

Valentine’s DayValentine’s Day
We will be serving special 

Valentine dishes & cocktails!
   Make your reservations today!

❤
❤

❤❤

❤
❤

• Saturday, Feb. 14th • Saturday, Feb. 14th •

HOLYOKE - The Holy-
oke Community College 
Foundation is now accepting 
scholarship applications for 
the 2026-2027 academic year.

The application deadline 
is Friday, March 13, 2026. 

Last year, the HCC Foun-
dation awarded 410 scholar-
ships worth about $364,000 
to 379 incoming, current, and 
transferring HCC students. 
Some students received mul-
tiple scholarship awards. The 
average scholarship award is 
typically around $900.

“The scholarship program 
is the flagship initiative of 

the HCC Foundation, 
and it reflects the 
incredible gen-
erosity of our 
donor com-
m u n i t y , ” 
said Aman-
da Sbriscia, 
vice presi-
dent of In-
s t i tu t ional 
Advancement 
and executive 
director of the HCC 
Foundation. “Every schol-
arship tells two stories - one 
of a donor who believes in the 
power of education, and one 

of a student whose path for-
ward is made possible 

by that belief.”
S t u d e n t s 

must be cur-
rently enrolled 
at HCC or have 
been accepted 
for the upcom-
ing academic 
year to be eli-

gible for scholar-
ships.
Applicants only 

need to fill out a single on-
line form to be automatically 
matched with the scholar-
ships they are most qualified 

to receive. There are schol-
arships for new students, 
current students and students 
transferring to other institu-
tions, scholarships based on 
financial need, scholarships 
for students in specific ma-
jors, scholarships for resi-
dents of certain communities, 
and scholarships that recog-
nize academic achievement.

“Last year’s 410 schol-
arship awards represent 410 
opportunities for students to 
focus on their studies rath-
er than financial stress,” said 
Sbriscia. “We’re proud to 
continue this tradition of sup-

porting HCC students as they 
work toward their goals.”

To view scholarship op-
portunities and begin the 
application process, please 
go to:  www.hcc.edu/scholar-
ships.

The HCC Scholarship 
Resource Center, on the first 
floor of the Donahue Building 
(Room 158), is open Monday 
through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m., to help current and in-
coming students navigate the 
process of applying for schol-
arships.

The HCC Foundation is 
a 501(c)(3) that works to ad-

vance the college’s mission, 
vision, and values. Found-
ed in 1968 as the Friends of 
Holyoke Community Col-
lege, in response to a dev-
astating fire that forced the 
college to rebuild on a new 
campus, the Foundation now 
manages assets of more than 
$20 million, the largest com-
munity college foundation 
endowment in Massachusetts.

Questions should be di-
rected to the HCC Foundation 
office at 413-552-2182, or by 
email to  scholarships@hcc.
edu.

Holyoke Community College scholarship season open for 2026-2027


