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HAMPDEN - Paul Gonzales is 
spreading a message of kindness 
throughout Hampden with his kind-
ness coins.

One side reads, “Give Kind-
ness,” and the other reads “Receive 
Kindness.”

For anyone interested in picking 
up a kindness coin, they can visit 
the library’s front desk.

Gonzales explained the inspi-
ration came after his wife, Teresa, 
took part in designing a table for the 
Springfield Garden Club in order to 
invite a guest. From the branches 

that were used for the table design, 
he realized that he had a lot of little 
slices from the wood.

“At 3 o’clock in the morning, I 
go, ‘You know, I could write some-
thing on each side.’ So, I came up 
with give kindness, receive kind-
ness,” Gonzales said. “And I would 
tell people, in the morning, put it on 
your coffee table, breakfast table, 
on your desk and turn both sides 
over. And then, at the end of the day, 
reflect on who gave you kindness 
and who did you receive kindness 
from.”

When the table design was on 
display, Gonzales gave out these 
kindness coins there and then to 
the library, Christ the King Church, 
book club members and more.

“When Teresa had to go to one 
of her doctor’s meetings, we came 
across the receptionist and she was 
very kind and I gave her one. The 
nurse who was very kind to Teresa, 
I gave her one of the kindness coins. 
So, trying to spread a little kindness 
around with a coin. A wooden coin,” 
Gonzales said. “The kids, I go, ‘It’s 
a magical wooden coin.’”

Reflecting on the world today, 
Gonzales added that was also one of 
the inspirations to create the coins, 
thrilled people are taking them and 
appreciating them.

“I’ll keep trying to expand,” 
Gonzales said.

For Gonzales, it’s all about 

Wilbraham 
Firefighters 
Recognized

By Patricia Sullivan
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham Fire Department 
held a ceremony at the fire station on Jan. 15 to recognize 
its members for recent promotions and for outstanding 
service.

EMS calls now 
make up more than 
75% of calls to the 
WFD and so fire-
fighters are prepared 
for all kinds of 
emergencies. This 
year, they were rec-
ognized for helping 
a child kicked by a 
horse, delivering a 
baby, saving a cardi-
ac arrest patient and 
aiding a police offi-
cer who was shot.

Families and 
friends crowded the 
station to applaud 
for the firefighters, 
while Chief Michael 
Andrews thanked 
their spouses for 
supporting their 
partners in their 
work.

“You make all of us proud,” said Fire Commissioner 
Edward T. Rigney, Jr., as he began the ceremony.

Hampden resident spreading kindness 
through kindness coins

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Paul Gonzales, a resident of Hampden, shows off his kindness coins, a way to help spread a message of kindness 
throughout the town.

Captain Anthony Arventos 
received a stork pin for delivering 
a baby with Firefighter Jeffrey 
Witek.

By Amanda Munson
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - Assis-
tant Children’s Librarian Lisa 
Berezin, best known as Mrs. B 
to her past students and current 
patrons, joined the WPL staff 
over four months ago and is in-
troducing her own fresh spin of 
programs. 

After one of Berezin’s Satur-
day Storytimes, she talked about 
her journey that led her to the li-
brary on Jan. 18.

Walking around the library 
and showing off the billboards 
she made earlier that week, fur-
ther expressing her creativity she 
wanted from her new position, 
Berezin was happy to share more 
about her programs, including 

emphasizing on wanting to see 
more attendance at the library’s 
Saturday programs.

“We are really excited to get 
people in here for Saturday pro-
grams. We need the people to 
come and enjoy them. They are 
a lot of work and I don’t mind 
doing it. Anybody that signs up 
is important to me. Just wheth-
er it’s two, five or twenty. Every 
single patron is really important 
and you don’t know what they 
are going to take away from a 
program. I would like to have 
everybody participate to the best 
of their ability. If it’s a little one 
and they want to crawl around, 
they’re still here and still hearing 
the book, that’s what’s import-
ant,” Berezin said.

Specializing in storytimes, 

Berezin has big plans for future 
programs that highlight her ed-
ucation trait she would like to 
share with the WPL patrons and 
families. Following a success-
ful Lego event that exceeded 
her own expectations, Berezin 
enjoyed talking about her new 
WPL community.

“This is my fourth month. I 
have a fabulous supervisor and 
team here, I felt at home right 
away. My background is in ed-
ucation, I’m not a librarian by 
trade, so they’re teaching me. I 
work at the reference desk and I 
learned so much. I am very lucky 
and live locally. I degreed in el-
ementary education and I am a 
certified preschool lead teach-

Turley photo by Amanda Munson
Assistant Children’s Librarian Lisa Berezin, also known as Mrs. 
B, reads to children during her recent Saturday Storytime at the 
Wilbraham Public Library. 

WPL welcomes Lisa Berezin as assistant children’s librarian

Please see KINDNESS, page 9 Please see FIREFIGHTERS, page 5

Please see WPL, page 7
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The Hampden-Wilbraham
Regional School District
We will be taking applications for our 
early childhood programs for district 

residents for the 2025-2026 year. 
Programs are for 3 and 4 year olds. 

If your child will be three by 
September 1, 2025 you may obtain 
an application at hwrsd.org website 

under "Departments," "Student Services." 
"Early Childhood Program" or call 

Corinne Roberts, Student Services 
at 279-3863.

Applications will be available
starting January 1, 2025. 

Priority screening and placement 
will be given to applications received 

prior to January 31, 2025, 
but we offer a rolling admission.

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The Plan-
ning Board continued a public 
hearing on a proposed zoning 
bylaw amendment for accessory 
dwelling units to Feb. 12.

The Jan. 8 decision comes 
after a public hearing on a pro-
posed zoning bylaw amendment 
to regulate ADUs by amending 
several sections to conform to 
the state’s new ADU law that 
goes into effect in February. This 
incoming law affects all commu-
nities in Massachusetts and is 
not unique to one specific town 
or city.

The proposed amendments 
can be viewed in full on the town 
website at www.wilbraham-ma.
gov/123/Planning-Board.

An accessory dwelling unit-
-or ADU--is a self-contained 
housing unit such as an in-law 
apartment or backyard cottage, 
for example, that is inclusive of 
sleeping, cooking and sanitary 
facilities on the same lot as a 
principal dwelling.

The new requirements would 
be an ADU needs to be “clearly 
subordinate in size to the prin-
cipal single-family dwelling,” 
meaning it cannot be no larger 
in gross floor area than half the 
gross floor area of the principal 
dwelling unit on the property, or 
900 square feet or smaller.

Any additional size restric-
tions or other restrictions and 
requirements include adequate 

water supply and sewer or sep-
tic service, one parking space 
for the ADU, not to be used as a 
short-term rental, a mobile home 
or any temporary structure to not 
be used or classified as an ADU 
and obtaining site plan approvals 
by the Planning Board.

Memo Notes 
In a memo from Planning 

Director Michelle Buck to the 
Planning Board members ahead 
of the meeting, it was explained 
how communities can limit 
ADUs to one per lot and “if a 
community chooses to allow 
more than one, it shall require a 
special permit.”

“Therefore, I recommend that 
the Board consider amending 
section 4.10.2.I, which currently 
reads ‘Only one ADU is allowed 
as a matter of right on any prop-
erty. Additional ADUs may only 
be allowed with the issuance of 
a special permit by the Planning 
Board.’ by replacing the existing 
text with the following: No more 
than one ADU may be placed on 
a lot,’” Buck wrote.

Buck’s memo also cautioned 
the board on Section 4.10.2.D., 
which addresses the appearance 
of ADUs in light of regulations 
from the Executive Office of 
Housing and Livable Commu-
nities.

“The Board may not impose 
design standards that don’t apply 
to single-family dwellings. Sim-
ilarly, the Board will have to use 
caution with site plan require-
ments,” Buck wrote.

Community feedback
After clarifications and com-

ments from the Planning Board 
members, several residents 
shared their thoughts.

JP McGrath had several 
questions, including if there’s 
going to be a preset requirement 
that people can go to, like for 
architects for example, clarifi-
cation on the minimum low size 
requirements and thoughts on 
short-term rentals.

“I feel like, especially with 
housing near the (Wilbraham & 
Monson) Academy, would bene-
fit from maybe having a special 
zoning area to allow them to of-
fer short-term rentals for when 
they have move-in, move-out 
and graduation, stuff like that,” 
McGrath said.

After McGrath clarified this 
would be something to support 
families of students at WMA 
who are traveling, Planning 
Board Chairman James Rooney 
said that’s something that could 
be looked at.

“Let’s not lose track that 
what we’re doing now and right 
now is to fill a gap the state has 
forced on us. Something like 
what you’re suggesting would 
be down the road and that could 
be worth a discussion,” Rooney 
said.

Jessica Hurley offered this 
suggestion on the mobile home 
or temporary structure not being 
classified as ADUs restriction.

“My thoughts on that. Maybe 
adding some more detail about 
what you are calling a temporary 

structure. Like we all see the 
ones on Amazon, they’re por-
table houses. You pop them up 
and the homeowners can move 
it themselves,” Hurley said. “Is 
that a temporary structure? What 
exactly are they?”

Rooney replied it would be 
up to the state code.

Among the several thoughts 
he shared, Michael Squindo, in 
his interpretation of the bylaw, 
felt a site plan review wasn’t 
necessary and the language in 
the bylaw was pretty clear.

“When I renovated my home, 
there was no site plan review. So, 
if I put in an accessory dwelling 
within the footprint of my exist-
ing principal dwelling, does it 
actually need a site plan review 
versus if I did a standalone--a 
backyard cottage--that might 
need a site plan review for a lot 
of reasons that has been talked 
about tonight that I think could 
separate two those functions of 
an ADU in the bylaws if you’re 
going to do a site plan review?” 
Squindo said.

Planning Board Clerk Trac-
ey Plantier noted past housing 
issues that had come before the 
board “where an abutter gotten 
used to what’s next to him, com-
fortable with it, but all of a sud-
den there’s a new in-law apart-
ment going up.”

“There’s a lot of tension with 
neighbors who are really good 
friends. Honestly, really good 
friends. So they haven’t talked 
about it, they’re really stressed 
about it. They come in here and 

they talk about it and 
all of a sudden, that 
person’s putting up 
that in-law apart-

ment is more than willing to do 
screenings, more than willing to 
change might where the door’s 
located or a window is located,” 
Plantier said. “So, that’s what 
that provides. It provides us a 
better relationship amongst those 
neighbors versus just ‘Okay, I’m 
just going to do it. Ignore my 
neighbors and they’re ignoring 
me and they’re not talking to me’ 
and it gets put in and everyone’s 
a little bit unhappy.”

Squindo understood the per-
spective and shared how he had 
tried to do a site plan review.

“But I think the way the law’s 
written, it’s not a matter of try-
ing to be good neighbors, it’s a 
matter of can you or can you not 
legally do that,” Squindo said.

“We can. We can legally do 
it,” Plantier said.

This led to further discus-
sion of the site plan review topic 
along with lingering questions 
of restricted items and require-
ments.

Other topics throughout the 
hearing included working ar-
chitects relaying they wanted to 
work with the Planning Board 
on coming to a solution for the 
bylaw, along with further clarifi-
cations.

Post-meeting, Rooney said 
the Planning Board has been 
hard at work on this bylaw.

“The Wilbraham Planning 
Board has worked very hard to 
create a bylaw that allows us to 
preserve the beauty and desir-
ability of our great communi-
ty. We will finish up the public 
hearing on Feb 12 and then we 
will present it to the town at our 
Annual Town Meeting,” Rooney 
said.

Planning Board continues ADUs public hearing to Feb. 12

Ways to protect yourself 
this winter

WILBRAHAM/HAMPDEN - Should our commu-
nities see significant snowfall this winter, clear a three-
foot circumference around fire hydrants on or near your 
property. 

This helps firefighters locate them quickly and estab-
lish a water supply in case of emergencies. Heavy snow-
fall can block the exhaust of your heating system if it 
vents through an exterior wall. Make sure to clear away 
any snow to prevent carbon monoxide from entering your 
living space. Continue to stay safe and warm this winter! 

A message from Wilbraham and Hampden Fire & 
Life Safety Educators.
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COLORFUL BLOOMINGCOLORFUL BLOOMING
PRIMROSEPRIMROSE
4 for $12.00! 4 for $12.00! 
$3.99 each $3.99 each 4 inch pots4 inch pots

January Wine Of The Month
Lifevine Pinot Noir, 

Chardonnay & Sauvignon Blanc
Made With Organic Grapes

Zero Sugar • 750ml 
$13.99

$2 OFF Regular Price

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

WINTER HOURS
OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 7AM – 8PM

OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY 7AM -7PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH FOR 
GOOD HEALTH!

Fresh Green Beans..................... $1.49 lb
Broccoli Crown .......................... $1.99 lb
Red & Green Leaf Lettuce ......$1.49 each
Sweet Grape Tomatoes Pint Size .. 2 For $4
Jumbo California
Seedless Navel Oranges  ......... 99¢ each
Tropical Mangos  Large Size ........ 99¢ each
Locally Grown
Honeycrisp Apples ....................... $1.99 lb
Boar’s Head
Honey Maple Ham  ....................... $9.99 lb
Boar’s Head
Wisconsin Cheddar Cheese ......... $8.99 lb

Specials January 22-28Specials January 22-28

Big Game Sunday, Feb. 9thBig Game Sunday, Feb. 9th
BIG GAME MENUBIG GAME MENU

Sat. & Sun., Feb. 8th & 9th Sat. & Sun., Feb. 8th & 9th 
ALL YOUR FAVORITES ALL YOUR FAVORITES 

TO TACKLE THE MUNCHIESTO TACKLE THE MUNCHIES
Wings, Gumbo, Chili, Ribs & More!Wings, Gumbo, Chili, Ribs & More!

Valentine’s DayValentine’s Day
Friday, Feb. 14thFriday, Feb. 14th

“Fall In Love With “Fall In Love With 
Roses All Over Again”Roses All Over Again”

Beautiful Long Stem RosesBeautiful Long Stem Roses
BY THE STEM OR BY THE DOZENBY THE STEM OR BY THE DOZEN

COLORFUL FRESH CUT 
Tulip Bouquets 
$9.99

Mood Boosting “Vitamin F” For Flowers!

$14.99

Orange “Enthusiasm Orange “Enthusiasm 
& Joy” Bouquets& Joy” Bouquets

Shades of Orange Blooms Shades of Orange Blooms 
STIMULATING JOY & EXCITEMENTSTIMULATING JOY & EXCITEMENT

Red “Motivation” Red “Motivation” 
Bouquets Bouquets 
RED BLOOMS RED BLOOMS 

EPITOMIZING COURAGEEPITOMIZING COURAGE

Bunnell and Ducey voted 
in favor; Squindo opposed 

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent 

WILBRAHAM – The 2025 Wil-
braham Hill Climb was officially ap-
proved by the Select Board on Jan. 13.

Board Chair Susan Bunnell and 
Clerk Marc Ducey voted in favor of 
the event, while Vice Chair Michael 
Squindo voted against it. 

As it stands, the Hill Climb will 
occur on Saturday, May 10, from 8 
a.m. to 1 p.m. with vintage cars racing 
up Monson Road’s steep terrain, rec-
reating a historic tradition. 

From food vendors to car shows, 
there will be several events occurring 
in the area simultaneously. Organiz-
ers Jeff DeMarey and Ed Cenedella, 
who presented to the Select Board last 
Monday, anticipate up to 2,500 spec-
tators. 

“The Hill Climb is only about 25 
cars going up and down the hill. The 
rest of the climb is about social inter-
action. It’s all people, it’s all food, it’s 
all collector cars,” DeMarey said. 

Hill Climb organizers are working 
with other community groups to make 
sure that their events don’t overlap. 
Cenedella said that the Townwide Tag 
Sale won’t be held on the same day; it 
will likely occur the following week-
end during the town election. 

Cenedella promised that the Hill 
Climb will promote the Townwide 
Tag Sale to best ensure their event is 
successful as well. 

DeMarey said he spoke with 
members of the Garden Club several 
months ago. The club will have a table 
at the Hill Climb to do preorders. De-
liveries of the flowers will occur later 
in the month. 

“Again, that’s a business we’re 
supporting, and they’re supporting us 
to go on and keep it moving and make 
it successful for them,” DeMarey said. 

DeMarey added that organizers 
will limit the number of collector cars 
that can park on Main Street because 
it was an issue last May. This year, 
there will be presold tickets. 

Wilbraham & Monson Academy 
has offered its facility as a site for sev-
eral hundred more vintage vehicles to 
park. 

“We’ve compartmentalized the hill 
c l i m b 
to a lot 
of dif-
f e r e n t 
pieces,” 
D e -

Marey said. “Like all the food ven-
dors are handled by Shannon [Field] 
at Fieldcrest Brewery. She’s taking 
care of all the permitting. She’s going 
to collect it all.” 

Town Administrator Nick Breault 
announced that any vendor selling 
food or beverages must fill out an ap-
plication with the town’s Health De-
partment. It is also required that all 
Hill Climb permitting and paperwork 
must be filed with the town by April 1. 

According to DeMarey, the Vin-
tage Sports Car Club of America will 
handle making sure the race cars are 
safe. The club has rules and require-
ments ranging from the helmets to the 
seatbelts to the harnesses and other 
critical components of the car. 

“Understand, these cars go to 10 
or 15 events a year, and that’s every 
single event that the car [must pass 
the tests]. And every car is insured,” 
DeMarey said. “There’re three insur-
ances that cover the town. There’s the 
car that’s insured, there’s the VSCCA 
carries a special specific racing policy 
for the cars that are timed, and then 
Springfield to Boston carries a lia-
bility policy for the rest of the entire 
event.”

DeMarey said that the town of 
Wilbraham is listed as an “additional 
insurer.” 

Shuttle buses will be back for this 
year’s event to take attendees to dif-
ferent locations such as Monson Road 
and Wilbraham & Monson Academy. 
Organizers said they will do televi-
sion and newspaper interviews to alert 
people where they can park, and sig-

nage will be posted too. 
It appears that there will be park-

ing availability – with shuttle bus ac-
cess – at both Minnechaug Regional 
High School and the old Memorial 
School. 

Squindo, however, is hesitant re-
garding the Hill Climb. He voiced his 
reservations before voting “no” on 
several items connected to approving 
the event. 

“It’s been raised that this event 
started as a representation of a histor-
ical event. Running it every year plac-
es a significant burden on the neigh-
borhood that is impacted by it. In fact, 
folks have noted they weren’t able to 
get out their driveways or up that road 
until 45 minutes after the event was 
over,” Squindo said. 

DeMarey responded that a hotline 
is available that residents can call. 
Upon receiving the call, the organiz-
ers will stop the event to let people 
enter or leave their homes. 

Ducey voiced some reservations 
as well, although he would ultimately 
vote in favor of the event. 

“I wonder if there’s a way that we 
can survey the community? Would 
they rather have it every year or ev-
ery other year? We could get some 
feedback from community members,” 
Ducey said. “There’re two sides of the 
coin, and I’m just wondering where 
the residents lie because it is disrup-
tive to some people, and we need to 
account for that. But I’m willing to 
offer disruption if there’s a wide sup-
port for it.” 

Turley photo by Jason DeGray
A photo of a classic car from the 2024 Hill Climb in Wilbraham. 

Wilbraham Select Board approves 
2025 Hill Climb 2-1
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Fax: 413-267-3496
Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com

www.richardgreeninsurance.com

• AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE

32 Somers Rd. 
Hampden, MA

566-0028

128 Main St.
Monson, MA

267-3495

Two Locations:

Please Visit Our Website For an 
Auto, Homeowners, or Life Insurance Quotes

• Great Locations • Registry Service
• Quotes Gladly Given • We Make Housecalls

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The Select Board held 
their first set of interviews for the Building 
Utilization Committee on Jan. 13.

The first six candidates were Ernest 
Smith, Scott Drumm, Stanley Soja, Brad 
Senft, Joshua Mullen and Jeff Smith, with 
seven more to be interviewed at the next 
meeting on Jan. 27 due to the Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day holiday on Jan. 20.

The Building Utilization Committee 
will be a nine-member committee com-
prised of six citizens and one member each 
from the Finance Committee, Capital Plan-
ning Committee and the Planning Board.

Ernest Smith has lived in town since 
he was 18 years old and has worked on 
commercial HVAC systems, as an aircraft 
mechanic and has nearly eight years in real 
estate.

Smith also oversees a civics camp with 
the American Legion at Stonehill College.

“My interest here is to do anything I 
can to help the town bleed a little bit less 
money or get a better return on investment 
on some of the buildings we have around 
here,” Smith said. “I drove by three of them 
tonight on my way here that, I think, could 
be utilized better. But, until somebody like 
us gets in there--and the rest of the folks 
behind me--we have to see it to figure out 
what it’s going to need. On the real estate 
side, I’ve found some pretty creative ways 
to repurpose places and, obviously, in my 
other work, creativity is very important. So, 
you have to look at a lot of outside stuff.”

Drumm lives on Glendale Road and 
has over 30 years of construction experi-
ence from single-family homes up to higher 
education. He currently serves as a senior 
project manager for a national construction 
company with two projects at the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts Amherst currently in 

the works.
“My interest in the job is to do with be-

ing a taxpayer as the other gentleman men-
tioned, instead of playing Monday morning 
quarterback on the Open Forum, I’d like to 
see if I can help out and offer my expertise,” 
Drumm said.

Drumm said he has extensive knowl-
edge of building systems, contracting and 
writing scopes of work and has worked 
with municipalities as well.

“So, I have a lot of experience I would 
like to offer in my line of work and see 
if I can be of help with this committee,” 
Drumm said.

On particular thoughts about the com-
mittee, Drumm stressed the importance of 
working to “be a little bit more proactive 
upfront on something that’s going forward” 
with the logistics and paperwork as, “you’re 
not only building a building, but to build it 
on paper” to make sure everything matches 
up.

Soja, a resident for the past 25 years, 
is a retired federal quality control review-
er from the state and now works in the ski 
industry in sales. He also served 12 years 
on the Parks & Recreation Commission and 
currently serves on the Community Preser-
vation Committee, which he’s been on for 
over 12 years.

“Any service that I had in the past, I al-
ways--hopefully--performed with the idea 
of hopefully making life better for the cit-
izens of Wilbraham as well as for the town 
itself,” Soja said.

Soja hopes he can “offer some insight.”
“I attend all the meetings. I think I’ve 

had a really good attendance schedule for 
each commission that I’ve been on and I 
think I can contribute,” Soja said. “Also, 
I don’t have any set agendas, so I tend to 
listen to everything and hopefully the deci-
sions I make--or give input on--I do so with 
the betterment of the town as a whole.”

Senft has been in town for three and a 

half years and his wife was born and raised 
in Wilbraham, currently working in real es-
tate advisory and transactions for commer-
cial real estate and also holding a real estate 
salesperson license in Massachusetts and 
Connecticut.

“We do a lot of work with municipal-
ities, quasi-government agencies and pri-
vate developers as well, working as kind 
of a third-party consultant to help deals get 
done with towns and help them reposition 
problem properties,” Senft said. “I work 
mostly on the finance and market research 
side. I also work closely with government 
committees, on municipal committees and 
municipalities themselves. We do a lot of 
on-call economic development work. We 
have contracts with over 40 municipalities 
across Connecticut.”

On his interest in the committee, Senft 
explained he works a lot with land use and 
repurposing properties.

“I thought it would be a good fit. I never 
served in a public capacity, but I work with 
a lot of public committees, so I thought it 
was a good time to get involved with the 
community,” Senft said.

Mullen came to Wilbraham with his 
family after the 2011 tornado and has been 
working for the fire department since 2001, 
sharing he saw the opportunity to join the 
committee pop up and wanted to volunteer 
his time.

He is also interested in efficiency.
“I’m always looking for ways to make 

things more efficient, make things operate 
more smoothly. So, looking at the town’s 
sort of portfolio of properties, I think this 
is a great opportunity to find some areas 
where we could--let’s be fair--save some 
money for the town. Whatever that might 
look like and provide the townspeople with, 
hopefully, some really good, useful prop-
erties moving forward. I have young kids. 
They’re going to be growing up and hope-
fully utilizing these buildings over time,” 
Mullen said.

Jeff Smith has been in the community 
for 40 years and previously served on sev-
eral boards and committees from the Open 
Space Committee to the Planning Board, 
Community Preservation Committee and 
Rice Nature Preserve Stewardship Com-
mittee.

He currently serves as vice chair of the 
Economic Development Committee, has 
an engineering background and currently 
works with his wife.

“I’m very involved in as much as I can 
be with the town at the moment. But, very 
involved in this community work and the 
opportunity came up for this committee, 
I thought I’d be a good fit for it. I think I 
could offer a lot with my knowledge of the 
town,” Smith said. “I’d love to be a part of 
it.”

Several of the candidates also said they 
would be open to serving on other commit-
tees if they were not selected for this com-
mittee.

Select Board holds first set of Building Utilization Comm. interviews

WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham Pub-
lic Library Cookbook Club is meeting on 
Wednesday, Feb. 5 at 6:30 p.m.

This month’s selection is “Barefoot 
Contessa at Home” by Ina Garten.

Please let the library know what you’re 
bringing when registering so we do not 
duplicate recipes. Cooking is encouraged 
but not required for attendance. 

Copies of the book are available now 
at the Service Desk.

The Cookbook Club meets on the first 
Wednesday of every other month at 6:30 
p.m. 

This program is free and open to the 
public, and registration is required. For 
more information or to register, please 
call the library at 413-596-6141.

WILBRAHAM - Rick’s Place is 
pleased to announce the launch of a free, 
peer-based Fathers Grief Support Group 
designed specifically for fathers grieving 
the loss of a partner or child. This unique 
group recognizes the distinct challenges 
fathers face in their grief journey and aims 
to create a safe, understanding communi-
ty to help navigate a difficult time.

The group will meet weekly for six 
consecutive weeks at our Wilbraham lo-
cation, beginning January 30, 2025. Fa-
cilitated by Rob Zucker, a highly skilled 
grief counselor and author of “The Jour-
ney Through Grief and Loss: Helping 
Yourself and Your Child When Grief Is 
Shared,” the evening sessions will provide 
fathers with tools and strategies to cope 
with their loss while connecting them 
with others who share similar experienc-

es.
“We know that grief can feel isolating, 

and fathers often face unique pressures in 
coping after a death,” says Rick’s Place 
Executive Director, Therese Ross. “This 
group offers a space where they can con-
nect and find support with peers who truly 
understand.”

Rick’s Place is committed to fostering 
grief-informed communities and provid-
ing accessible resources for those navi-
gating loss. This new support group is an 
important step in expanding these efforts 
to ensure that no one grieves alone.

For more information or to register for 
the Fathers Grief Support Group, please 
contact Rick’s Place at info@ricksplace-
ma.org or call Program Director Betsy 
Flores, at 413-279-2010.

Cookbook Club at the Wilbraham Library

Fathers Grief Support Group Jan. 30
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
1/23/25-1/29/251/23/25-1/29/25

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN THIGHS TRAY PAK ...........

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

RAW SHRIMP EASY PEEL 
31/40 COUNT 2 LB BAG ...................

$249
lb

lb79¢

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

FRENCH TOAST STICKS 2 LB BAG $549

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$999
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ...........

$899
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

PORTERHOUSE or 
T’BONE STEAKS ............................BEEF 

TENDERLOIN

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$499

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$699
lb

$1088
lb

TAILGATE TIME!

$299
lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
ITALIAN MARINATED

CHICKEN BREAST ............

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN RIB END 
or LOIN END ROAST  ........

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
ST LOUIS PORK RIBS .......

$191
lb

$259

lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI 
ITALIAN ROAST BEEF ..........$599
SLICED IN OUR DELI
MUENSTER CHEESE .........

$599
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE BONELESS
STUFFED PORK LOIN 
CHOPS or ROAST $335

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
BBQ SWEET MARINATED

BEEF BLADE STEAKS ......

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

$599
lb

BEEF CHUCK 
ROAST or STEAKS

W/ BREAD 
STUFFING

Mathew Walch received a 
pin for his promotion to deputy 
chief. Walch was hired by the 
WFD in 2010 and promoted to 
captain in 2019. 

He modernized the fire pre-
vention office by building an 
electronic database for all in-
spections and permits. 

“Mat has hit the ground run-
ning and has already taken on 
numerous projects,” Andrews 
said. “I have full confidence in 
him.”

Patrick Farrow, who joined 
the WFD in 2011, was recog-
nized for his promotion to cap-
tain of fire prevention. He is in 
charge of fire code inspections 
and permitting of all homes and 
businesses in town along with 
the department’s public fire and 
life safety education programs.

New Firefighters 
Join the Force

Three firefighters, Evan 
Grimes, Nichole O’Donnell and 
Nick Noto, each completed their 
probationary training and were 
pinned with their Wilbraham 
Fire Department badges at the 
ceremony. Noto is a paramedic; 
Grimes and O’Donnell are in 
paramedic training.

O’Donnell was pinned by 
Deputy Chief Mike Hatch of the 
Northampton Fire Department. 
Thrilled to have her badge, she 
said she has thought about be-
coming a firefighter since she 
was in high school and loves the 
work.

“People see us on their worst 
and most vulnerable days,” 
O’Donnell said. “They trust us 
to give them the help they need 
and hopefully we get a positive 
outcome.”

Grimes was pinned by his fa-
ther, Gary Grimes, and joins his 
brother, Ian Grimes, in the Wil-
braham Fire Department. 

“I like the interaction with 
people, helping people,” Grimes 
said after his pinning.

Firefighter of the Year
Firefighter/Paramedic Joshua 

Sterling was recognized as Fire-
fighter of the Year, presented to 
the firefighter who has done the 
most for the department. Sterling 
has served in the WFD for three 
years and on the Hampden Fire 
Department, where he is a lieu-
tenant, for almost 10 years.

He was awarded for his ded-
ication to professional devel-

opment and for his 
many contributions 
to the WFD, includ-
ing serving as a mem-
ber of the EMS Com-
mittee, spearheading 
and overhauling the 
medication and stor-
age inventory system 
and setting up an on-
line medical report-
ing system. Sterling 
is his shift’s union 
steward and serves 
on the union’s labor 
relations and public 
relations committees. 

He is also involved 
in the department’s 
public education efforts.

Sterling’s mother was a para-
medic and he took his brother 
Matt’s place on the WFD when 
Matt retired in 2022. The broth-
ers shared a childhood dream of 
becoming firefighters. 

“It’s a family business. We 
can’t get enough of it,” Sterling 
said. “I love helping people. I 
was a Boy Scout and that carried 
through to my adult life. I love 
the adrenaline. I got older but I 
never grew up.”

A Year of Lifesaving
Colin Morse received a Dis-

tinguished Service Bar for com-
ing to the aid of a child severely 
injured from a kick by a horse. 
Morse helped set up a landing 
zone for a medical helicopter to 
transport the child to treatment 
and provided life-
saving interventions 
while awaiting the 
air lift and during 
the transport.

Captain Anthony 
Arventos and Fire-
fighter Jeffrey Witek 
received a stork 
pin for delivering a 
healthy baby girl in 
December 2024 in 
an ambulance on In-
terstate 291 en route 
to the hospital. With 
almost 40 years of 
experience between 
them, this was the 
first time either had 
delivered a baby.

“You go back to 
your instincts and 
training,” Arventos 
said. “The mom re-
ally did all the work. 
There were no com-
plications; it was 
seamless. We were 

able to keep the ambulance go-
ing and didn’t have to pull over.”

“We see a lot of bad things,” 
Arventos added, “so a feel-good 
story like this really keeps us go-
ing.”

A group of firefighters was 
recognized for treating a Wilbra-
ham police officer—Ofc. Cam-
eron Prosperi—who was shot in 
a domestic incident in January 
2024. Those cited were Captain 
Joshua Mullen, Captain Patrick 
Farrow, Jason Dimitropolis, 
Alan Hodges and Taran Savoie.

Andrews described the inci-
dent. 

“On arrival firefighters were 
confronted with a chaotic scene. 
Police officers brought the se-
riously wounded officer to the 
paramedics while other officers 
were trying to confirm the loca-
tion of the shooter. Medics quick-

ly ac-
c e s s e d 
the offi-
cer and 
realized the bullet had missed 
his vest and he had serious 
wounds. They immediately be-
gan life-saving interventions and 
transported the officer to the hos-
pital, arriving within 20 minutes 
of the shooting,” Andrews said. 
“The officer was immediately 
brought in for surgery and was 
stabilized. Although the officer 
has a very long road ahead of 
him, we are relieved that after 
approximately three weeks in the 
hospital, he returned home.”

Another group was recog-
nized for saving the life of a car-
diac arrest patient. Cited were 
Dane George, Chris Houghton, 
Scott Flynn, Justin Senecal, 
Joshua Sterling and Colin Morse, 

who worked for 45 minutes until 
the patient regained a pulse.

“The patient was transported 
to the hospital where we are hap-
py to report that days later they 
walked out of the hospital with 
no long-term effects,” Andrews 
said.

Chief Andrews also praised 
members of the WFD for com-
pleting extensive training, secur-
ing vital grants and keeping the 
department running smoothly.  

At the end of the ceremony 
the crowd dispersed quickly to 
spend valuable time with their 
families, return to duty or pre-
pare for their next 24-hour shift 
serving Wilbraham and sur-
rounding communities.

FIREFIGHTERS from page 1

Submitted photo Patrick Farrow
Fire Captain Patrick Farrow celebrated his promotion 
with his wife, Stephanie, and daughters, Emrey and 
Kayleigh. 

Wilbraham Firefighter Nichole O’Donnell was recognized 
for receiving her WFD badge.

Wilbraham Firefighter Evan Grimes with his proud 
girlfriend, Jade Blake.

Submitted photo Joshua Sterling 
Firefighter/Paramedic Joshua Sterling (left) receives the 
Firefighter of the Year award from Deputy Chief Mathew 
Walch.

Turley photos by Patricia Sullivan
Wilbraham Firefighters were honored for saving a 
cardiac arrest patient. From left: Colin Morse, Joshua 
Sterling, Justin Senecal, Dane George and Scott Flynn. 
Missing from photo: Christopher Houghton.
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Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri-
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to krivers@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly 

correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor-
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito-
rial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu-
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hamp-
den TIMES is published ev-
ery Thursday by Turley Pub-
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho-
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos.

Editorial 
Policy

The Wilbraham-Hampden

TIMES

EDITOR
Kristin Rivers

krivers@turley.com

ADVERTISING 
SALES

Jocelyn Walker
jwalker@turley.com

SPORTS EDITOR
Greg Scibelli
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The Wilbraham-Hampden Times is 
published every Thursday by Turley 
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publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.
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CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President

DEANNA SLOAT
Graphics Manager

TEAM
VIEWPOINTS

Last week I wrote about the desire to go 
back to my roots, so to speak, and embrace my 
homesteading self this New Year.  

It’s funny how when you are young and in-
experienced you just “have at it” without much 
thought or planning. Sure, I had a general idea 
when it was best to sow my seeds indoors so 
that my transplants would be a good size come 
Memorial Day, but beyond that I sort of gar-
dened when and how I felt like it.  

These days I find it’s good to have a plan of 
action. Here is where I will start in the coming 
weeks.

The first thing on the agenda is to go 
through my seed stash and decide what to keep 
and what to chuck. I usually throw out any seed 
that is older than three years, except for maybe 
tomatoes. I have had 5 or even 7-year-old to-
mato seeds germinate.  

The three year rule does not apply to hybrid 
onions, carrots or parsnips. Those I get rid of at 
the two year mark.  

If you are into growing herbs, I rarely have 
luck with lovage, dill or valerian after the first 
year. After I’ve whittled down my stash based 
on age, I will then look at what I have left in the 
envelopes and if I like that particular variety 
enough to buy more, or if I’d better start off 
with a new type altogether.  

If it didn’t work last year, why grow it 

again? I feel this way especially as I get older.  
I used to have a friend who was a bit mor-

bid as he aged, and he’d say, “if I’m lucky I’ll 
get another 10 gardens.” While that used to de-
press me to hear that, I guess it’s a good point 
to make.

Once I’ve got the seed package pile figured 
out, the fun begins. I’ll get my seed orders in 
early, to beat the rush, especially if I want to 
grow transplants that take a lot of time to size 
up.  

Onions are best started indoors around Val-
entine’s Day. For flower lovers among us the 
fun starts earlier.  

Wax begonias can be sown now! Yes, now! 
Coleus and petunia are not long after.  

While many decades of growing have ap-
proximate dates burned into my brain on some 
things, others I will have to look up, especially 
since I am trying to grow more of our food with 
vegetables coming in as soon as possible and 
without gaps. 

There are some fantastic resources out 
there for custom tailoring your growing/sow-
ing schedule. Seed catalogs are just one. I love 
Johnny’s Selected Seed (www.johnnyseeds.
com) for this reason. Because they cater mar-
ket growers as well as home gardeners, this 
catalog is packed with useful tips.  

Online you will find a treasure trove of top-
ics that will get you excited and well-equipped.

Speaking of equipped, it’s also a great time 
to take inventory of your supplies. Do I have 
enough seed starting mix on hand, and did I 
like it enough to use again?  

One year I bought germinating medium 
that had such little fertility. My plants were on 
the yellow side and stunted.  

I try to grow organically as much as pos-

sible, and this soil nearly made me run for the 
blue water. I ended up mixing that lousy soil 
with some good soil, and added some fertiliz-
er to the whole batch before using it in bigger 
container plantings.  

Many soil bags will actually state that sup-
plemental fertilizer is necessary after three-
four weeks. And I should say that I do find it 
worth the investment to buy potting soil that is 
geared specifically to seed sowing, ie the ger-
minating medium or seed-starting mix I speak 
of. It is milled finer for tiny seeds and will not 
stay too damp, or too dry, leading to a higher 
success rate. 

In addition to assessing your soil, take a 
look at your stash of containers and labels. If 
you are re-using, make sure to wash both well, 
so that any diseases or pathogens won’t infect 
this years’ efforts.  

You really don’t need fancy, purchased con-
tainers. 

The plastic boxes that mushrooms come 
in work great as sowing packs; just drill holes 
in the bottom. Cut up yogurt tubs make won-
derful labels, and clear lidded salad boxes are 
perfect to place the seed packs in until germi-
nation occurs.  

Low budget and earth friendly!
Next week we’ll look at the role heat and 

light play in indoor seed starting.
Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 

Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts. For 33 years she has 
held the position of staff horticulturist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a question for her? 
Email it to pouimette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the subject line.  

Prepping for this years’ big garden

Election letters to the 
editor welcome

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times welcomes read-
ers to participate in this year’s election campaigns by 
writing letters to the editor for publication on these pag-
es. Letters of up to 250 words from local residents en-
dorsing candidates on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 
care of Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to krivers@
turley.com. Please include a daytime telephone number 
for verification purposes (it will not be printed). Letters 
must be received by noon Monday to be considered 
for that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will be 
printed. No letters written by candidates supporting their 
own candidacy will be printed. If the volume of letters 
received is larger than the space available in the news-
paper, or if the letters become repetitive, the newspaper 
reserves the right to print a representative sample. No 
endorsement letters will be printed in the last edition 
before the election. 

For more information, call the editor at 413-283-
8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the newspaper 

plans to print stories about contested races for Con-
gress, state Senate, state House, district attorney and 
Governor’s Council during the weeks leading up to the 
election, as well as a question-and-answer voters guide. 
In order to ensure fairness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor will reporters cover 
political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize their 
candidacy, beliefs and events may contact advertis-
ing, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in Wilbra-
ham-Hampden Times.

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Dear Rusty 
I’m 72 years old with 20 years of military 

service. I am retired collecting Social Security, 
my military pension and State retirement bene-
fits. According to my SSA statement, over my 
working lifetime I paid $14,302 into Medicare, 
but I never used that medical plan. I only bring 
in $33,000 in annual income. Can I get those 
Medicare taxes back somehow? I’ve run into 
dead ends at SSA, Medicare and IRS websites. 

Signed Veteran Seeking Answers 
 

Dear Veteran Seeking Answers
First, I want to thank you for your military 

service to our country. You may find the “For 
Veterans” section of our www.amacfounda-
tion.org website of interest.  

Regarding the contributions you have made 
over the years to federal Medicare, I’m afraid 
you cannot get any of those taxes back even 
though you have never used Medicare health-
care services. That’s because Medicare, like 
Social Security, is a “pay as you go” program 
where all contributions received from workers 
are used to pay for benefits for current benefi-
ciaries;contributions aren’t put into a separate 
account to pay for your coverage. 

It’s also important to know that your Medi-
care taxes were used only to fund Medicare 
Part A, which is coverage for inpatient hos-
pitalization services. Those contributions via 
payroll taxes did not entitle you to outpatient 
healthcare services, as provided by Medicare 
Part B, for which there is a monthly premium.  

FYI, you must be enrolled in Medicare Part 
A to collect Social Security benefits after age 

65. Medicare Part B isn’t mandatory to collect 
Social Security, but assuming that, as a retired 
military veteran, you now receive healthcare 
benefits under the military’s TriCare-for-Life 
program for retired veterans, you must be en-
rolled in Medicare Part A and Part B to main-
tain your TriCare-for-Life coverage. 

Your military TriCare coverage coordinates 
with Medicare to pay for your healthcare costs. 
Thus, even though it may not be transparent to 
you, you may be benefiting from your current 
enrollment in Medicare.   

Note that some non-career veterans can use 
VA healthcare services based on their service 
years instead of TriCare-for-Life for retired 
military veterans. Non-career recipients of 
standard VA healthcare services are not re-

I use only VA healthcare; can I get 
back Medicare taxes paid?

Please see SOCIAL SECURITY, page 9
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POST
Computer Systems

Repairs • Upgrades
New & Used Equipment • Trade-ins

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-5177 • www.pocosys.com

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses,  
home offices, family systems, mobile professionals and 

everyone in between is what separates POST from all the rest.

Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

413-244-1943
A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research

Affordable Waste SolutionsAffordable Waste Solutions
Your Hometown Provider for 

Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Service

3.5” x 2”

MKT-5894N-A > edwardjones.com

Christopher O'Connor 
Financial Advisor

2141 Boston Rd Suite G 
Wilbraham, MA 01095 
413-596-6875

3.5” x 2”

MKT-5894N-A > edwardjones.com

Christopher O'Connor 
Financial Advisor

2141 Boston Rd Suite G 
Wilbraham, MA 01095 
413-596-6875

Your Hometown Dry Cleaners
Family owned and operated since 1935

GET TO KNOW OUR
GREAT SERVICE

“We get 
stains out 

like it never 
happened.”

464 Main St., Wilbraham
Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm, Sat. 9am-1pm

Sun. closed

2 Convenient 
Locations

413-736-5476  •  parkcleaners413.com

262 Allen St., Springfield
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-3pm
Sun. 9am-2pm

Ask about 
special pricing 

for first 
responders

15% OFF 
DRY CLEANING 

when you 
pre-pay!

Pretty Picky People Pick Park Cleaners

Ask about special pricing for first responders and our pre-pay discount

413-279-3222  •  parkcleaners413.com

Family 
Owned And Operated 

Since 1935

“We get 
stains out 

like it never 
happened.”

• We now offer Wash & Fold service on premise.  
• Dry Cleaning
• Laundered Shirts
• Fancy Dresses & Gowns

• Comforters & Draperies 
• Tablecloths & Napkins
• Minor Repairs & Alterations
• Pick-up & Delivery to home or office. 

262 Allen St., Springfield
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am-6 pm, Sat. 9 am - 3 pm

464 Main Street, Wilbraham
Mon. - Fri. 8am – 5pm, Sat. 9am – 1pm

2 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

Celebrating
90 Years!

er. I waxed and waned around 
my children’s schedule. I have 
a child with special needs that 
needed homeschooling, who 
eventually got her masters in 
library science, who actually 
worked at Wilbraham library for 
a time. She’s been a great help to 
me, whether I have a question on 
the software I am using at work 

or something else, she’s been 
fabulous,” Berezin said.

Through her support at home 
and at her past job, Berezin 
found her own way that she is 
proud to share with the public. 
While highlighting her feelings 
for the people who have support-
ed her, she expressed her grati-
tude to the patrons who have giv-
en her a chance and are utilizing 
the library that’s there for them.

“I was working at the asses-
sor’s office, I took a position 
there and liked my job there. I 
didn’t get to be as hands-on so 
much with people as much as I 
like to in the community. But I 
am very loyal and didn’t have 
plans to leave,” Berezin said. 
“The librarian position came up 
and my boss Marianne asked if 
I saw the position, encouraging 
me to apply. She gave me the 

recommendation, interviewed 
and got the job!”

To the town of Wilbraham 
and library who have opened 
their arms to her, Berezin ended 
saying this. 

“Thank you so much for sup-
porting the Wilbraham library, 
we enjoy presenting programs 
for them to enjoy. They make it 
so much fun. Just seeing people 
having a great time and knowing 

you have a little part of it, thank 
you. The librarians, I can’t thank 
them enough,” Berezin said. 
“When I came in this morning, 
two of the other librarians came 
in asking if I needed help setting 
up knowing that they had their 
own programs to set up. It’s a 
real team effort here.”

To learn more about the li-
brary and more upcoming events, 
visit wilbrahamlibray.org.

WPL  from page 1

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Rick’s Place 
is launching a free, peer-based Fa-
thers Grief Support Group to sup-
port fathers who are grieving the 
loss of a child or spouse.

The group meets for six weeks 
beginning on Jan. 30 and will be 
facilitated by Robert Zucker, a 
grief counselor and author of “The 
Journey Through Grief and Loss: 
Helping Yourself and Your Child 
When Grief Is Shared.”

The sessions will take place on 
Thursday evenings.

Zucker expressed excitement 
ahead of the group launch.

“Everybody has a significant 
loss, obviously, but they also have 
a living child. Whether they had 
one child that died, they also have 
a child living. So, they’re real-
ly parenting alongside their own 
grief,” Zucker said. “That’s real-
ly the essence of this is to have 
a place to hold the challenges 
and to support men who are both 

grieving and also caring for their 
children. Some men have a living 
spouse and they’re co-parenting of 
their children who are also griev-
ing and some of the men have a 
spouse that died.”

Zucker shared he was donating 
his books to Rick’s Place when a 
conversation was struck about 
how many men could benefit from 
a group like this.

“I’ve led support groups for 
men now for several years and I 
said, ‘That sounds like something 
that I’ll be really excited to do.’ 
So, that’s how that came about,” 
Zucker said.

Throughout the course of his 
career, Zucker has worked with 
bereaved parents, widows and 
widowers and, extensively, with 
children. Also, overseen other fa-
thers bereavement groups in the 
past and, currently, oversees a 
Men Living with Cancer Support 
Group.

“I also work a lot with illness 
and loss, so whenever there’s an 
identifying need with regards to 
men’s grief, I’m really interested 

in that--being a man myself--and 
also realizing that a lot of men are 
more uncomfortable, perhaps, of 
sharing their feelings in a group 
setting. It certainly can help hav-
ing a male facilitator,” Zucker 
said. Zucker stressed a group like 
this can bring men together who, 
otherwise, may be hesitant to con-
nect or struggle to share their feel-
ings of grief.

“Knowing you can come to a 
group and feel safe and you can 
get to know each other and the 
more you get to know each other 
in these circumstances, you feel 
an affinity with one another and 
people really get the support that 
they need,” Zucker said.

On his book, Zucker said it’s 
about the challenges of grief and 
providing knowledge and support 
whether for parents and/or chil-
dren.

He added working with fam-
ilies with the death of a child at 
Baystate for 9 years and the loss 
of his own wife to pancreatic can-
cer--having become a caregiver 
during that time--and later re-

marrying also impacted the book 
along with his work.

“They learn about how chil-
dren grieve, what developmental 
factors come into play in terms of 
a child’s understanding of death 
and dying and how children ex-
press themselves and how they 
process their feelings. Again, with 
age-appropriate information to 
understand how your child might 
be grappling with a loss,” Zucker 
said. “But, also, the book is also 
geared to the adult learning to un-
derstand their own grief and how 
to take care of themself. So then, 
when the

knowledge of an adult is real-
ly enhanced with regards to their 
own loss and grieving and their 
child’s grieving, there’s an open-
ing to a possibility of better com-
munication as a family.”

Zucker hopes anyone coming 
to the group “discover the pow-
er of sharing together with other 
men” and “learning from men 
who are going through something 
similar to them.”

It, also, is designed as a wel-

coming group, fostering trust, 
connection, opportunities to listen 
deeply, exuding kindness and con-
fidentiality.

“Helping other men and be-
ing helped by other men,” Zucker 
said.

Zucker wants the community 
to know the free resources Rick’s 
Place provides and to take advan-
tage of what they offer.

“I think the community is so 
fortunate to have Rick’s Place 
available,” Zucker said. “It’s a 
unique opportunity to have a fam-
ily grief support center in your 
midst. It’s worth checking out and 
supporting because so many fam-
ilies--someday--could very well 
have a need for the support that’s 
available there. So, being aware 
that Rick’s Place is in your neigh-
borhood.”

To learn more about the Fa-
thers Grief Support Group and to 
register, contact Rick’s Place at 
info@ricksplacema.org or Pro-
gram Director Betsy Flores at 
413-279-2010.

Fathers Grief Support Group to launch at Rick’s Place Jan. 30
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OBITUARIES

Death 
Notices

Lawrence J. Emerle
Died Jan. 12, 2025

Services private

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. “Loser” rocker
  5. Partner to 

relaxation
  9. Mixing
 11. Winged nut
 13. Expression of 

blame
 15. Vast ocean
 16. Comedienne 

Gasteyer
 17. Multiply
 19. Meat from a 

pig (French)
 21. Related
 22. Rocker Stewart
 23. Surprise 

completely
 25. Loon
 26. Canister
 27. Large, 

deep-bodied 
fish

 29. Takes forcefully
 31. Oil cartel
 33. Palmer and 

Hepburn are two
 34. More than one
 36. Places down 

purposefully
 38. Pitching sta-

tistic
 39. Type of sword
 41. Witnesses
 43. Body part
 44. Mixes slowly
 46. Satisfy
 48. Strong belief
 52. One’s physique 

(slang)
 53. More frighte-

ning
 54. Soup cracker
 56. Teaches
 57. One who car-

ries something
 58. Actor Sean
 59. Changes

CLUES DOWN
  1. __ Aires, city
  2. Coarse grass

  3. Type of gene
  4. Door handle
  5. Competition
  6. Muslim ruler 

title
  7. Hunting expedi-

tions
  8. Large mollusk
  9. Bind securely
 10. Former U.S. 

presidential 
candidate

 11. 2-point plays in 
football

 12. Breezed 
through

 14. Type setting
 15. Felt for
 18. Codified rules
 20. Small dome
 24. Chevrotain
 26. Male reproduc-

tive gland
 28. Controversial 

beliefs
 30. Z Z Z

 32. One who confi-
nes another

 34. Bishop
 35. Garlands
 37. Bird that flies 

by the coast
 38. Optical device
 40. Greek goddess 

of discord
 42. Some are 

“Rolling”
 43. Formerly 

(archaic)
 45. Thrust a knife 

into
 47. German river
 49. Atomic #26
 50. Make a grotes-

que face
 51. Primordial 

matter of the 
universe

 55. Chinese 
philosophical 
principle

Lawrence J. 
Emerle
1941 – 2025

WILBRAHAM - Former longtime 
Wilbraham resident Lawrence J. Emerle, 
83, died peacefully 
on Sunday, January 
12, 2025, at home 
surrounded by his 
loving family. He 
was born in Cam-
den, NJ to the late 
Edward and Marie 
(Statdler) Emerle. 
He earned a Bach-
elor of Science and 
Master’s degrees 
from Villanova Uni-
versity and a Ph.D in Chemical Engi-
neering from the University of MA. He 
worked as a chemical engineer at Mon-
santo until his retirement in 1993, after 
23 years of service. Larry owned and 
operated Emerle’s Café in East Long-
meadow.

He was a member of the Wilbraham 
Rotary Club since 1985 where he was a 
past president, board member and a Paul 
Harris Fellow recipient. He is survived 
by his beloved wife of 58 years Joyce 
P. (Felter) Emerle, their son Matthew 
Emerle of Chicopee, two daughters; Su-
sanne Jones of Winchendon, MA and 
Rebecca Emerle of Louisville, CO and 
one cherished grandson Michael Oyler. 

Larry’s Funeral Service will be 
private and at the convenience of the 
family. In lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made to the Wil-
braham-Hampden Rotary Club Foun-
dation, PO Box 682, Wilbraham, MA 
01095.

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$275, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

Wilbraham-Hampden Times

Option three is later approved
By Kristin Rivers

Editor
krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The School Committee re-
viewed feedback they received concerning the 
regional agreement on Jan. 9.

Superintendent Dr. John Provost explained 
it was advice from their attorney on a question 
raised at the previous meeting about “possibly 
assuming the middle school as a district’s prop-
erty,” with three options outlined.

“Basically, one would be to--status quo--one 
would be to assume the building and then one 
would be to make a modification to the leasing 
agreement,” Provost said.

Later, the motion for option two for the 
district to purchase Wilbraham Middle School 
failed one yes, six no. The motion for option 
three, meanwhile, which was making a modifi-
cation to the leasing agreement, carried 6-1.

The Discussion
Vice Chair Sean Kennedy noted, “There was 

a couple interesting things in there” regarding 
the options, especially a footnote in the memo 
“that said that as a regional school district, we 
can take loans out for building new buildings.”

“I thought that that had to be done through 
the town. I didn’t know that’s something that we 
can actually take loans out for repairs and stuff 
like that,” Kennedy said.

Douglas Slaughter, assistant superintendent 
for Finance, Operations and Human Resources, 
confirmed Kennedy was correct.

“One of the things with the creation of re-
gional school districts is that it allows them to 
have this sort of full authority to borrow. But we 
can’t borrow for a building we don’t own. We can 
borrow to buy a building and we can borrow to 
fix a building we own, but we don’t own Wilbra-

ham Middle School right now, so 
we couldn’t borrow for the purpos-
es of fixing the middle school if we 
don’t own it as a district,” Slaughter 
said. “So, you can borrow for the 
purpose of things you own but not 
for things you don’t own.”

Michael Tirabassi was not sure 
the town would want to give the 
district the building “even if we 
wanted to assume ownership of it.”

“I think our only option prob-
ably is to have a modification of 
the lease to the building that would 
allow there to be some sharing of 
capital expenses,” Tirabassi said.

Kennedy later suggested send-
ing a letter to the town about the 
committee looking at different op-
tions and asking if they would be 
willing to give the building to the 
district for an assessed value, which 
led Tirabassi to emphasize this.

“I think if the town were to sell 
us a building--to the school district-
-they would want to get fair market 
value for the property, so that the 
cost of the purchase, so that Hamp-
den would be buying their share of 
the property,” Tirabassi said.

Provost later stressed the time-
line on making a decision.

“We have to reach agreement on what we’re 
doing. We have to send it back to the state, it has 
to go through legal review again, then it has to 
come back to us. Then we have to vote on what-
ever it is we want to--we have to change--based 
on their legal review. Then it has to get to the 
towns in time to get on the warrants,” Provost 
said. “As you saw even from this, it can take a 
long time to get an answer for a very discreet 
question.”

Provost’s proposal at the time was if the 
School Committee makes a decision on one of 
the three options, they would present it to the 
towns and the attorney can work on the language 
“so that if it’s agreeable to them, we can move 
forward, get that to the state and start the review.”

“Because this is the last thing that’s remain-
ing for us to get a final, revised regional agree-
ment,” Provost said.

On the question of taking out a loan to buy 
the building, Slaughter said they would have to.

“Because if the regional district is going to 
own the building, you would have to have a loan 
and then it would be assessed to the towns and, 
of course, this would be part of the purchase 
and sale agreement because Wilbraham already 
owns its 75, 80%,” Slaughter said. “It’s, really, 
the negotiation would be around what would be 
Hampden’s piece to essentially buy their piece 
for the district. So, would be a situation where 
we, the regional district, would take the loan and 
then Hampden would be assessed to pay off that 
loan. Unless they want to pay cash for the whole 
thing.”

After reviewing the memo and noting how 
Kennedy said option three is “kind of like a hap-
py medium,” Chair Michal Boudreau said this.

“So, purchasing Wilbraham Middle School--
if we voted to do that, which is option two--then 
it’s more permanent and then when you look 
further down the road, it kind of handcuffs us,” 
Boudreau said.

Tirabassi said option three “allows many 
more options to remain open.”

“It won’t handcuff us into a predicament in 
the future,” Tirabassi said.

After Kennedy asked if Hampden should be 
asked about this before making a decision, Sec-
retary Lisa Murray stressed sticking to the time-
line.

“We’re picking the one that has the most op-
tions or we’re not going to make it,” Murray said.

When Kennedy expressed concern about 
rushing the decision that night and feeling, in 
his view, there wasn’t “much of a time crunch,” 
Boudreau emphasized how “this is the final de-
cision that has to be made as part of the amend-
ment to the regional agreement that we are trying 
to bring to both towns.”

“I mean, as it is, we’re in mid-January. We 
also have to kind of quote this to both towns. 
They have to have exposure to this and under-
stand what these changes are, how it will affect 
them,” Boudreau said.

Kennedy then asked about waiting two weeks 
and again asking Hampden for their input along 
with Wilbraham, which Murray responded, “We 
want to pick what we want to float to them.”

“Yes, we want to pick what we want to float 
to them, but what if that’s not what they want and 
they’re going to be against it and then it doesn’t 
pass?” Kennedy said.

“I would rather float to them what we decide 
first and then they can say no to us and we dis-
cuss it again,” Murray said.

School Committee reviews attorney 
feedback for regional agreement

HAMPDEN - The Open Burning Sea-
son started on January 15, 2025 and runs 
through May 1, 2025. Homeowners may 

burn brush, branches and forest debris be-
tween the hours of 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. daily 
through the season.

Other restrictions apply 
and burning may not be al-
lowed on certain days due 
to recent lack of precipi-
tation and strong winds. 
A permit from our depart-
ment is required which you 
can obtain online from the 
following link.

To obtain burn permit 
visit http://www.hcburn-
permits.com.

Open Burning Season has started
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maureen.gogallagher.com

413-364-4994
realtybymaureen@gmail.com

Maureen 
McGarrett Hall  

REALTOR®
MA 9585138  |  Member MLS   |  Equal Opportunity Housing

CLIENT TESTIMONIAL
We cannot recommend Maureen enough to any potential buyers who 
are looking for a reputable realtor. She made homebuying such an easy 
process for us and was there every step of the way no matter what day or 
time we needed her. She found us our dream home in less than a month 
and we couldn’t be happier with our purchase. She answered all of our 
questions, and if she didn’t have the answer, she found it. She’s humble, 
kind, trustworthy, and reliable. If you’re looking for someone who will 
fight for you and is looking out for your best interest, she’s the one. Even 
after closing she checked in every single day and offered her assistance in 
anyway we needed. We are proud to not 
only be a client of hers, but also friends. 
- Alexandra L. & Dremus W.

spreading that message of kindness.
“They’re small enough you can keep them in your 

purse or in your pocket or leave them at home. It was so 
funny that I would give a coin to someone, explain what 
it is and then they would say, ‘Well, you gave me kind-
ness, let me give you a hug back,’” Gonzales said. “And 
some of those women would actually tear up a little bit 
receiving the coin, so it was great giving and receiving.”

Library Director Ellen Moriarty shared the kindness 
coins have been “very well-received” by the community 
and inspired her too.

“It kind of snowballed into my idea for spreading 
good news. So, there’s a flyer up there and it mentions 
Paul in the flyer because he kind of started to get the 
ball rolling with all of that,” Moriarty said. “So, we’re 
trying to say 2025 is about good news and kindness for 
the library because we need more of that and we want to 
promote that and remind people of it.”

Moriarty said she also started following a YouTuber 
who does monthly videos about all the good news hap-
pening all over the world.

“It’s so inspiring, it gives me hope and most of the 
stories and videos are about young people doing amaz-
ing things. Creating a better world for all of us. A lot of 
very smart young people,” Moriarty said. “They’re really 
going to change the world.”

Gonzales encourages the community to come and 
pick up the coins to continue spreading the message of 
kindness.

“I’ll make sure I have plenty here,” Gonzales said. 
“But, just to reflect each day, to think of kindness be-
cause we do need more kindness in the world and this is a 
connection to help think about giving and receiving. It’s 
a two-way street. It’s a great, emotional feeling and it’s a 
wonderful thing.”

Moriarty’s message was this.
“With everything going on in the world, we just want 

to spread a little kindness and some good news,” Mori-
arty said.

KINDNESS from page 1

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
The Kindness Coins display on the front desk at the 
Hampden Free Public Library.

A close-up of a kindness coin reading “Receive 
Kindness.” The other side reads “Give Kindness.”

HAMPDEN - The following 
programs will occur at the senior 
center on Allen Street in the com-
ing weeks.

The AARP Tax-Aide Program
returns for 2025

by appointment only
Appointments can be made 

starting Monday, Jan. 6. 
If you call to schedule an ap-

pointment and get the answering 
machine, please leave a message 
with your name and phone number 
and that you are interested in a tax 
appointment. Calls are returned in 
the order in which they are received. 

Taxes will be completed on 
Tuesdays. You will be mailed forms 
two weeks in advance to be com-
pleted and brought in with you on 
the day of your appointment along 
with all pertinent documents such 
as: 

Forms 1099-R, 1099-SSA, W-2, 
Previous Year (2023) Tax Return, 
copies of Social Security Card, 

Picture I.D., all Real Estate Tax 
Bills (for ages 65+), Water and 
Sewer Bills (if applicable), etc. 

On your appointment date, you 
will meet briefly with a counselor to 
review your paperwork, then leave 
and wait for a phone call to pick 
up the completed return. Same-day 
pick-up is required. 

We are happy to have this pro-
gram in Hampden and look forward 
to a successful season.    

Common Threads Led by Joan 
Tompkins, PhD

New Time, Mondays from 11 
a.m. to Noon

We invite you to join us as we 
share many things such as:        

• Loneliness vs Feeling Lonely
• Adapting to Life Changes 
• Finding purpose for our life as 

Seniors
• Bereavement as well as Joyous 

Moments
There is no charge to join this 

group. All are welcome. 
Please call 566-5588 to reserve 

your seat.

Reiki, anyone?
Reiki (ray-key) is a safe and 

gentle therapy that involves plac-
ing hands on or near a fully clothed 
person to promote healing by im-
proving the flow-of-energy in the 
body. Many benefits of this ancient 
Japanese practice include stress 
reduction, relaxation, pain relief, 
improved mobility, vitality, mental 
alertness, and better sleep quality. 
Lisa Zizza is a Level 3 certified 
Reiki Master in the Usui Tradition. 

If interested, Lisa will be avail-
able by appointment at the Senior 
Center on a Friday (TBD). 

The cost is $30 for a 30-minute 
session or $60 for a 60-minute ses-
sion (recommended). 

Lisa is offering $10 off your first 
session. 

Please call the senior center at 
566-5588 if you are interested. 

Living Stronger… Longer… 
with Lamar Moore 

New 12-week session begins Jan. 8 
through March 26.

Tuesdays, 2:15 to 3 p.m.
Learn about balance and how 

it impacts overall health and well-
ness. Get tips on strength training  
and cardiovascular endurance to in-
crease mobility and flexibility. 

Cost is $60 for the session if 
paid in full and receive two free 
classes or $6 per class (call ahead 
for availability). Space is limited. 
Please call 566-5588 to reserve 
your spot. 

“African Drumming” with 
Jason”

New 12-week session begins Jan. 3 
through March 21.

Fridays, 2:15 p.m. to 3:15 p.m. – 
Accepting New Students 

Cost is $70 for the 12-week 
session if paid in full and receive 
two free classes or $7 per class 
(call ahead for availability). Space 
is limited. Please call 566-5588 to 
reserve your spot. 

Making Music with Sue
New 12-week session begins Feb. 

24 through May 19.
Mondays, Noon to 1 p.m. - Be-

ginner Ukulele and Recorder
Mondays, 1:15 p.m. to 2:30 

p.m. - Ensemble Class (Ukulele, 
Recorder, Percussion, & Vocals)

Cost is $60 for the 12-week ses-
sion if paid in full and receive two 
free classes, or $6 per class (call 
ahead for availability). 

Please pay cash or make checks 
payable directly to: Susan McHand

Space is limited. Please call 
566-5588 to reserve your spot. 

“Come What May” Boutique...
is open in our lobby for all to 

shop during normal business hours,  
Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m.

We accept donations of new or 
gently used clothing, outerwear, ac-
cessories, and footwear.

All proceeds from Boutique 
sales will benefit the needs of The 
Senior Center.

HELP US STOCK OUR 
SHELVES with Liquid Hand Soap!

Thank you to those who donated 
toothpaste last month. Every month 
we will target a different item to 
help fill our shelves to provide non-
food items to SNAP recipients.

WARMING HEARTS PRO-
GRAM for Homebound Older 

Adults in Hampden
Do you know an older adult in 

Hampden who is homebound, and 
could use some mid-winter cheer?

Our warming hearts deliveries 
are a small way to let people know 
we are thinking of them and that 
we are here should they need any-
thing. Deliveries will take place in 
February and include soups, treats, 
games, and more. Interested in de-
livering? Please call 566-5588 and 
speak with Wendy.

 

 

quired to be enrolled in Medicare 
but, in any case, cannot receive 
their past Medicare Part A contribu-
tions back if they choose to decline 
Medicare. You may have interest in 
this article I previously published 
on the topic of VA benefits versus 
Medicare: www.socialsecurityre-
port.org/ask-rusty-i-have-va-cover-

age-should-i-get-medicare-part-b/ 
The Association Mature Citi-

zens Foundation and its staff are 
not affiliated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for infor-
mation purposes and does not rep-
resent legal or financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions and interpre-
tations of the Association Mature 

Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National So-
cial Security Association  To submit 
a question, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor 
is a Social Security advisor for 
AMAC. 

SOCIAL SECURITY  from page 1

Monthly Highlights for January at the 
Hampden Senior Center
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A New HomeA New Home
For A New Year!For A New Year!

Heidi 
Pafumi

Realtor®

136 Dwight Road
Longmeadow, MA

413-687-4339
Heidip413@gmail.com

Licensed MA & CTCo-founder Team 413 of Coldwell Banker

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

Readers are encouraged to send 
in medium to high resolution 

photos for this page by e-mail to 
dzbierski@turley.com or mail to 

TIMES, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. Please note that if you send 
us a photo of the Times in different 
parts of the world, please include 
a recognizable landmark in the 

background. Examples:
Eiffel Tower; castle in Spain.

WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

The manger scene 
was on full display 
at Gazebo Park in 
Wilbraham during 
the recent holiday 
season. It was set 
up by Wilbraham 
Boy Scout Troop 
359.

Manger on 
full display

Submitted photo
Don Flannery

Photos and caption courtesy of Hampden Fire Department
On December 10, 2024 the duty crew trained on different types of metal cutting tools using our metal cutting prop. 
The crew discussed the different attributes each tool offers at an incident.

HFD does metal cutting training

The Hampden Police 
Department thanked 
Pastor Kwan Kim, family, 
and friends from the 
Hampden Federated 
Community Church 
for the lovely card and 
appreciated meal they 
received on December 10, 
2024. 

Photo and caption courtesy of 
Hampden Police Department

Hampden 
Federated 
Community 
Church supports 
HPD

Thank you to the Soule Road School Family for your 
kindness and generosity!! The Community Survival Center, 

DCF of Springfield and Soule Road School Library are 
tremendously grateful for your donations! You made the 

holidays special for many families and our students!
Thank you St. Cecilia Church and the Wilbraham Junior 

Women’s Club for the tremendous food and household 
items donations! We were overwhelmed! 

No words can express our gratitude!!!

Soule Road School thanks 
community for support

Submitted photos and captions Cheryl Erskine
Cody Erskine and Aidan Lee organized the Food Drive for the Community Survival Center located in Indian Orchard. 231lbs of food was collected.

Amelia Kellogg and Jack Favata organized the Holiday Gift Drive for the DCF of Springfield. 73 items were 
collected!!
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Submitted photos and captions Cheryl Erskine
Cody Erskine and Aidan Lee organized the Food Drive for the Community Survival Center located in Indian Orchard. 231lbs of food was collected.

Amelia Kellogg and Jack Favata organized the Holiday Gift Drive for the DCF of Springfield. 73 items were 
collected!!

The Library Gift Giving Program received 45 book donations!!

At 7:22 a.m. on Jan. 7, 
the fire department was 

dispatched by Wilbraham 
Regional Emergency 

Communications Center 
to 174 Wilbraham Rd for a 
car into a garage with fire. 

E-2 arrived and quickly 
extinguished the car fire 

and prevented further fire 
spread to the garage. 

All occupants were able to 
safely exit the vehicle prior 

to our arrival and refused 
transport to the hospital. 

The garage suffered severe 
damage from the crash. 

The crash is currently 
being investigated 

by Hampden Police 
Department. Mutual 

aid was provided 
by Wilbraham Fire 

Department and East 
Longmeadow Fire 

Department.

HFD responds to car into garage fire

Photo and caption courtesy of Hampden Fire Department
We would like to congratulate Cadet Member Logan Howard on being awarded his 
Eagle Scout on Jan. 5. Logan has worked hard to achieve this goal!

Fire Cadet Logan Howard recognized
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Pioneer Valley 
Financial Group 
and Veterans Affairs 
Department host 
appreciation dinner 
for first responders 
from Ludlow, 
Wilbraham, and 
Hampden

By Marcelo Gusmão
Editor

mgusmao@turley.com

LUDLOW – This past week-
end, Pioneer Valley Financial 
Group and the town’s Veterans 
of Foreign Affairs department 
hosted the seventh annual First 
Responders Appreciation Dinner 
at the Gremio Lusitano Club.

For the last seven years, PV 
Financial and Veterans Services 
have held this event to recog-

nize the dedication of local first 
responders. On Thursday, Jan. 
9, the community was invited 
to share food, games, and prizes 
with first responders from Lud-
low, Wilbraham, and Hampden.

“It was a collective effort be-
tween myself and our employ-
ees,” said Karen Nogueira, Di-
rector of Client Relations at PV 
Financial. “It’s something we’ve 
been doing for last seven years, 
and a really great event that we 
get to do every year for our First 
Responders.”

Nogueira said that the First 
Responders Appreciation Dinner 
began as a partnership with the 
VFW, crediting Director of Vet-
erans Affairs Aeric Segundo.

“It’s a partnership we’ve 
had with them over the last 
seven years. We enjoy doing it 
with them and hope to continue 
with the shared continued mis-
sion of serving our communi-
ty,” Nogueira said. “They do so 
much for the community, so this 

falls in line with who we are and 
our philosophy here at PV Fi-
nancial.”

Nogueira said that PV Finan-
cial coordinated with the venue 
and caterers to service the over 
300 first responders and their 
families who attend the event. 
Mill’s Tavern donated food and 
staff for the event, and PV Finan-
cial covered the costs.

“We gather in the fall and 
start planning for the event, 
which is usually the first Thurs-
day in January,” Nogueira said. 
“We put it on and soak up all of 
the cost. We donate to the VFW 
and do this event for the first re-
sponders.”

“It’s a lot of planning, but 
we partner with local organiza-
tions and people are kind enough 
to come back every year to co-
ordinate with us and donate,” 
Nogueira said.

The event included a visit 
from Boomer from the Thun-
derbirds, and toys and gifts for 

all kids that attended with their 
families. There was also a game 
for departments to compete for a 
$1,000 donation to their depart-
ment, which was awarded to the 
State Police this year.

“We think it’s important to 
support our local first respond-
ers,” Nogueira said. “They dedi-
cate their lives and their family’s 
lives to support and take care of 
the community. They’re the first 
people we call when we need 
help, and we (at PV Financial) 
feel they should be honored 
some way. We want to celebrate 
them and their families, and we 
feel it’s important to give back.”

The event brought together 
first responders and their fam-
ilies from Ludlow, Wilbraham, 
and Hampden, including police, 
firefighters, EMTs, state po-
lice, emergency dispatchers, the 
Hampden County Sheriff’s De-
partment, and retirees from all 
departments.

“We really think highly of 

our men and women in uniform 
and we really appreciate that 
they do,” Nogueira said. “This is 
just one small way to continue to 
honor them. We truly enjoy host-
ing it, and plan to do so for years 
to come.”

“It just seems like the right 
thing to do, and it’s something 
we really enjoy doing. They give 
up so much every day, so in es-
sence it’s one small token for 
what they give up, which is so 
much larger,” Nogueira said.

PV Financial also sponsors 
the Slide Into Summer event 
that is held near the last day of 
school. This year will be the 10th 
anniversary of the Ludlow cele-
bration that is regularly held at 
the Boys and Girls’ Club, while 
Wilbraham will hold its third an-
nual Slide Into Summer at Spec 
Pond in Post Office Park.

If you’d like to learn more 
about PV Financial Group, you 
can visit their website at PVFi-
nancial.com.

Members of the Fire Department stood by the sign thanking the sponsors for this 
weekend’s First Responders Appreciation Dinner.

Photos by Marcelo Gusmão
First Responders pictured together from Wilbraham, Anthony Cerini and Patrick 
Farrow, and from Hampden, Joseph Borowiec and John Fitzgerald.

Seventh Annual First Responders Appreciation Dinner

Crossing the dining hall, (from left) VFW 
Post 3236 Commander Paul Chrzan and 
Hampden Police Officer Sean Auclair.

Officer Mark Shlosser (right) and his daughter Rachel 
enjoyed the appreciation dinner at the Gremio Lusitano Club.

A night of dinner and games was hosted in honor of local first 
responders at the Gremio Lusitano Club.

WILBRAHAM – Assistant Library 
Director Mary Bell will give a hands-on 
demonstration of Ancestry Library Edi-
tion at the Wilbraham Public Library on 
Wednesday, Jan. 29 from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. 

She will give a brief introduction 
of how to use the online resource in the 
Brooks Room, followed by time in which 
participants use library computers or their 
own laptops to access the database and 
search for themselves. All participants 
will be given a starter kit with forms and 
tips for researching genealogy.

“Ancestry Library Edition includes 
records of the U.S. Census from 1790 
to 1950, military records such as World 
War I and II draft cards, and other records 
worldwide. International records avail-

able include particularly good coverage 
in Canada and the United Kingdom,” said 
Bell. 

Images of original records, including 
immigration records and town records of 
births, marriages, and deaths can be saved 
to a flash drive or sent to your email from 
Ancestry Library Edition. It is accessible 
in-library only, but can be used through 
both library computers or personal devic-
es connected to the library’s Wi-Fi.

This program is free and open to the 
public. Space is limited, and registration 
is going on now.

For more information, contact the Wil-
braham Library at 413-596-6141 or visit 
the Event Calendar online at www.wilbra-
hamlibrary.org.

Searching Your Family History with 
Ancestry Library Edition

WILBRAHAM – The Wilbraham 
Town Clerk’s Office is announcing that 
nomination papers are now available for 
placement of your name as a candidate 
on the Saturday, May 17, 2025 Annual 
Town Election ballot.  

The last day to obtain nomination 
papers is Wednesday, March 26, 2025.  
The positions being voted that day are 
one Select Board member for three 
years, one Assessor for three years, one 
Regional School Committee member 
for three years, one Cemetery Com-
missioner for three years, one Water 
Commissioner for three years, two Li-
brary Trustees for three years, one Li-

brary Trustee for one year, one Planning 
Board Member for five years, and one 
Wilbraham Housing Authority member 
for five years.  

The deadline for submission to the 
Registrars for certification is Friday, 
March 28, 2025 at 5 p.m. and 50 signa-
tures from registered Wilbraham voters 
are required to have a name listed on the 
ballot as a candidate.  

We suggest calling our office to set 
up an appointment to pick up the papers.   

Contact the Town Clerk’s Office at 
596-2800, ext. 200 if you have any ques-
tions.  Office hours are Monday thru Fri-
day, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Nomination papers
available in Wilbraham
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Photos courtesy of Emma Powell
From the left to the right, Elijah Mathias, Ella 
Gagliarducci, and Hussien Saleh were the three 
performers of the Candlelight Concert on Jan. 16.

MRHS IRCCC hosts Candlelight Concert
From the left, Elijah Mathias and Hussien Saleh perform 
a duet on the violins.

Ella Gagliarducci puts on a vocal performance at the 
Candlelight Concert.

By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - On Jan. 16, 
the Minnechaug Information Re-
search Commons Community 
Committee hosted their first-ev-
er Candlelight Concert in the 
school’s IRC for the public. 

The Information Research 
Commons Community Commit-
tee, also known as the IRCCC, is 
a group of Minnechaug students 
who bring their talents togeth-
er and work directly with the 
schools licensed school library 
teacher, Dr. Georgina Trebbe, 
who is the advisor for the com-
mittee. These students create 
original content, plan events and 
are stakeholders in guiding the 
direction of the school’s Infor-
mation Research Commons, also 
known as the IRC. 

The concert was beautifully 

decorated as candles lit up the 
room and a space in the IRC that 
was created for this event. There 
was a variety of musical perfor-
mances that were performed by 
three Minnechaug students Ella 
Gagliarducci, who is a sopho-
more, and freshmen students Eli-
jah Mathias and Hussien Saleh. 

The trio performed various 
classical pieces throughout his-
tory. Mathias performed “Violin 
Concerto No. 6 in A Minor” by 
Antonio Vivaldi from the Ba-
roque Era. 

Saleh, meanwhile, performed 
“Violin Romance No. 2 in F Ma-
jor” by Ludwig Van Beethoven 
for the Romantic/Classical Era. 

Mathias and Saleh also per-
formed a Bach Double called 
“Concerto for Two Violins in 
D Minor” by Johann Sebastian 
Bach. 

Gagliarducci performed 

“Apres Un Reve” by Gabriel 
Fauré and “Arabesque No. 1” by 
Claude Debussy from the French 
Imperialism Era. 

A space was created inside 
of the IRC with chairs set up so 
people could sit comfortably and 
enjoy the concert. To add to their 
candlelight theme for the event, 
the IRCCC set up fake candles 
around the makeshift stage and 
on top of the piano that was used 
for musical performances that 
evening. 

It was an hour-long classi-
cal music concert, with those in 
attendance for the event com-
prising of family, friends, staff 
members and people from the 
Wilbraham Senior Center. 

After each performance, there 
were conversations about the 
history and historical aspects of 
each piece and why each musi-
cian chose to play it specifically. 

Mathias and Saleh took a mo-
ment to speak about the concert 
and the importance of classical 
music as a whole. 

“We wanted to help out with 
the music program and just the 
awareness of classical music at 
our school,” Mathias said.

“Also, there are not many 
people who want to do this them-
selves. We just want to have as 
many people as possible and can 
contribute and support it,” Saleh 
said

The IRCCC started up this 
year by Dr. Trebbe, who serves 
as the advisor, and Minnechaug 
senior Emma Powell, who serves 
as the club’s president. The idea 
of the IRCCC was not new to 
Minnechaug, but Powell spent a 
marketing internship with Treb-
be, who wanted to restart the 
club after a short hiatus. 

Working together, they were 

able to bring the club back with 
the goal to make people more 
interested in the IRC, its various 
events and activities and what 
they have to offer for the school 
community and overall public. 

“It’s a good club to join if you 
are looking to connect with the 
community or wanting to make 
an impact in the school,” Powell 
said.

It was a great evening for 
people to come together under 
the interest of music, as well as 
expressing love for the classics. 
It was a unique event to show that 
the Minnechaug IRC is capable 
of many things, including host-
ing and performing in concerts 
for the public. 

The IRCCC is currently plan-
ning to host another concert open 
to the public next month, hope-
fully on Feb. 13 and they are cur-
rently working on a theme. 

WPD seeking owner of found 
cell phone

WILBRAHAM – The police depart-
ment is asking for the public’s help in 
finding the owner of a found cell phone, 
sharing this bulletin to their Facebook 
page on Dec. 31:

“An Android cell phone was recently 
found at Fountain Park. If it’s yours, it 
will be at the Wilbraham Police Depart-
ment, 2780 Boston Road. 

You will need to provide proof of 
ownership. It appears to be functional and 
is currently charging.”

Scantic River Artisans
hosting Big Art Show of 
Small Works

HAMPDEN – The Scantic River Arti-
sans will be hosting the Big Art of Small 
Works on Feb. 8 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and Feb. 9 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

A reception will be held on Feb. 9 
from Noon to 2 p.m.

Folks can also clip out a coupon from 
the Wilbraham-Hampden Times and enter 
a drawing for an original piece of artwork.

This event will take place at 104 Allen 
Street, Hampden, MA (The Community 
Room at the Hampden Senior Center).

For more information, please visit: 
www.scanticriverartisans.com or email: 
info@scanticriverartisans.com

Wilbraham Hiking Club 
January Hikes

WILBRAHAM - Here are the January 
hikes for the Wilbraham Hiking Club and 
for the Wilbraham Senior Center Hiking 
Club. All hikes are “weather permitting”. 

• Sun., Jan. 26 - Easy -Thayer Brook, 
Wilbraham

• also Sun. Jan. 26 - a tentative 
high-moderate hike, location TBD

For more info on the hikes above (and 
possibly additional hikes), use the club’s 
TeamReach App or write to wilbraham-
hiking@gmail.com

And...
The Wilbraham Senior Center Hiking 

Club has two January Hikes and is think-
ing about planning a multi-day hiking 
trip:

• Tu., Jan. 28 at 9:15 Avery Loop at 
Shenipsit SF easy 4 miles, 25 Galbraith 
Rd Stafford Springs

• The Senior Center is also gathering a 
list of folks who are interested in a three 
to 10 day regional/national hiking trip. 
The location and dates will be determined 
by those who express interest.

For more information, to register for 
Senior Center hikes, or to be added to the 
list for the multi-day hiking trip, contact 
Jen at 596-8379.

Wilbraham Men’s Glee Club 
to Begin Rehearsals

WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham 
Men’s Glee Club, accompanied by Mar-
cia Jackson and conducted by Ray Drury, 

will begin rehearsals for the 2025 con-
cert season on Monday evening, Jan. 6, 
at Christ the King Lutheran/Episcopal 
Church at 7 p.m. Rehearsals will continue 
each Monday thereafter until 2 concerts in 
late April/early May.  

While no audition is required, all in-
terested should be able to “carry a tune” 
attend the majority of rehearsals, and be 
able to pay a nominal fee at the first re-
hearsal to cover the cost of sheet music.  

Storytime at the
Wilbraham Public Library

WILBRAHAM - Registration is now 
open for the winter session of Storytime 
at the Wilbraham Public Library. Join 
Mrs. B for a fun collection of stories, 
songs, and fingerplays geared for children 
ages three to six. 

Kids must come in independently and 
parents/ caretaker must wait in the library. 
Sessions run for six weeks. 

Winter session dates: Thursday Jan-
uary 9, 2025 to February 13, 2025 at 10 
a.m. 

Call the library at (413) 596-6141 or 
visit www.wilbrahamlibrary.org to regis-
ter.

Hampden Winter Parking 
Ban Information

HAMPDEN – The Town of Hampden 
Winter Parking Ban will run from No-
vember 15, 2024, through April 15, 2025.

Any vehicles left on town roads may 
be towed at the owner’s expense. All ve-

hicles that impede snow removal shall be 
towed at the request of the Highway De-
partment.

Drop-In Tech Help at the 
Wilbraham Library

WILBRAHAM– Need help setting up 
an email account, updating your phone, 
or figuring out a new device? Volunteer 
students from Wilbraham & Monson 
Academy (WMA) will be available for 
technology assistance at the Wilbraham 
Public Library on select Fridays from 
3:30 – 5:00 p.m. Assistance is available 
on a first come, first served basis. Please 
bring any relevant devices and/or log-in 
and password information. Contact the li-
brary at 413-596-6141, or visit www.wil-
brahamlibrary.org, for more information 
about upcoming dates.

Ruth’s House Assisted
Living to Hold Parkinson’s 
and Dementia Support 
Groups in January 

Dementia Support Groups on Jan. 27 
from 10 to 11:30 a.m.

LONGMEADOW, Mass. – Ruth’s 
House Assisted Living Residence, located 
on the JGS Lifecare campus and affiliat-
ed with Legacy Lifecare, will be holding 
specialized support groups for area resi-
dents and their families during the month 

Events&announcements scheduleannouncements schedule

Please see EVENTS, page 9
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This Week in Rec
Dan Beauregard, Program Coordinator 

WILBRAHAM - Basketball season is in full 
swing here in Wilbraham! Kids of all ages in town 
have the joy of playing basketball as we have Kin-
dergarten through 8th grade recreational basketball, 
5th – 8th grade suburban basketball, along with 
boy’s high school rec basketball. When attending 
any of our teams’ games remember, to cheer on 
all the participants and thank all the coaches who 
volunteer their time. Without them we wouldn’t be 
able to offer all of the sports programs that we do. 

While at these basketball games please be re-
spectful towards all table staff and officials. The of-
ficials are people too and they are doing their best, 
you aren’t going to agree with every call and that 
is okay. Across all sports, officials are becoming 
harder to find as more are leaving the profession 
than are joining. So, remember that we are at these 
games to cheer on our friends and family, let the 
coach’s coach, let the referee’s ref and enjoy the 
game. 

On the horizon, registration for baseball and 
track and field are right around the corner. Recre-
ational Baseball registration begins February 4th 
and Track and Field program registration begins 
February 11th. 

As always keep an eye out for our emails and 
check out our website (www.wilbrahamrec.com) 
for information about our upcoming programs!

of January.
The Alzheimer’s and Dementia Support Group will 

be held on Monday Jan. 27 from 10 to 11:30 a.m. Host-
ed By Scott Weiss, a Certified Support Group Facilitator 
and Certified Dementia Practitioner.  This dementia sup-
port group offers a safe space for caregivers to share ex-
periences, receive emotional support, and gain practical 
tips for managing the challenges of dementia care. Scott 
is a compassionate facilitator with extensive experience 
supporting caregivers of individuals with Alzheimer’s 
disease. 

Admission is free and open to the public. Seating is 
limited and will be reserved on a first come, first serve 
basis. Light refreshments will be served. To reserve a 
spot, request more information or find out about addi-
tional upcoming support groups, please contact Mary-
Anne Schelb at 413-935-1791 or email MSchelb@leg-
acylifecare.org. Ruth’s House Assisted Living is located 
at 780 Converse Street in Longmeadow.

EVENTS from page 13

By Amanda Munson
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - “We love coming to the Wilbraham 
storytimes!” On a snowy winter morning, Mrs. B wel-
comed families to drop in this past Saturday for a relax-
ing story and space for their children. 

With dual fireplaces played on the television sets, a 
cozy environment for listening, and several wintertime 
books read aloud, families left satisfied with a morning 
well spent at the WPL on Jan. 11.

Offered to the WPL patrons as a family storytime, 
Mrs. B read books, sang songs, and provided engaging 
activities for everyone to participate in. 

Sitting down with one of the newest members of the 
library, Assistant Children’s Librarian Lisa Berezin, also 
known as Mrs. B, she talked about her aim in increas-
ing numbers at her drop-in style programs and her go-to 
schedule for storytime events.

“For a story event, we always start with a song ‘The 
More You Get Together’ which is very nice. I always start 
with a book about a specific topic and then we’ll do a 
finger play or a song, the kids can’t just sit and listen 
to the stories, that gets boring. And it depends how en-
gaging the book is and usually when I did a counting 
book, I would have somebody come up and point. This 
crowd today was very active, so I didn’t want to create 
more movement, so I pointed and they were able to count 
with me,” Berezin said. “Then it’ll be another book and 
then some type of movement, like today we used You-
Tube that showed a dance called ‘The Freeze Song’ and 

the kids were able to listen and practice spatial recogni-
tion. Then we will go back, make sure they have gotten 
their wiggles out, and I try to end with one to two more 
books.”

Berezin is committed to making sure the kids have 
a comfortable time at her programs, in which she high-
lights the importance of ensuring the kids know what to 
expect and understand what the event schedule will con-
tain. 

Before the storytime, Berezin made sure everyone 
knew what books she was going to read, what dance vid-
eo she was going to show, and the fun pom pom activity 
that went along with the wintertime book theme. 

“It has a lot of flexibility and I am extremely flexi-
ble with my programming. On one hand, the kids need 
to know what to expect. For example, on Valentine’s 
Day, I’m going to tell them right away we’re going to 
do things a little differently today. In the past it was run 
differently, so I am going to tell the kids we’re going to 
have a ‘mixed up backwards day’ and the kids will be 
fine,” Berezin said.  

Around five families joined Mrs. B for the drop-in 
style storytime, a great style for busy parents who may 
need to step out or arrive after the event started. Berezin 
has multiple programs planned in the future, providing a 
helpful resource for working families who have an op-
tion to join an educational program, without the stress of 
committing to an event registration.

“As for programs, I am testing the waters. I am so 
happy that so many families came out today. We were 
learning about snow, penguins, and snowball fights with 

Saturday Family Storytime celebrates wintertime with Mrs. B

Turley photos by Amanda Munson
The group on Saturday were thrilled to throw pom poms 
in the air while posing for a fabulous photo.

Mrs. B introduces her creative side to the WPL team, 
exemplified with the billboards she made to introduce 
more programs to curious onlookers.

Saturday Family Storytime was offered for the entire 
family, a laid back setting offering songs and activities, 
appropriate for young children to get their energy out.

the books I read. During the dance activity, I wasn’t sit-
ting down and saying ‘Go dance’ I was up and dancing 
along with them. I’m a role model and example,” Berezin 
said. “I love making it fun and having children this age 
that this is their first taste of an organizational program. I 
can’t wait to see what’s next and hope families come visit 
the library soon.”

To learn more about upcoming programs in the new 
year, visit wilbrahampubliclibrary.org.

Library Winter Reading 
Kicks Off Jan. 1

WILBRAHAM - Get a head start on your 2025 reading 
resolutions with our annual Winter Reading Challenge! 

Starting Jan. 1, record your reading for a chance to 
win gift cards, books, and other cool prizes. If you’ve 
participated in our seasonal Reading Challenges in the 
past, get startedby logging into your Beanstack account 
and selecting the challenge for your age group. 

First-time participants can create an account by visit-
ing wilbrahamlibrary.beanstack.com, or by downloading 
the Beanstack Tracker app.

Paper logs and review forms will also be available in 
the library. Teens and adults will receive one raffle ticket 
for each book read. Participants must log and review each 
book to earn a ticket. 

Children through Grade Five will earn raffle tickets by 
tracking the minutes they read each day. All reading and 
reviews must be submitted by Feb. 28. 

Kids and teens can pick up participation rewards starting 
March 3. Raffle winners will be notified starting March 4. 
Questions? Give the library a call at 413-596-6141 for 
more info.

Women’s Club February 
General Meeting/Pasta 
Party 

WILBRAHAM – Wilbraham Women’s Club will 
be holding their next meeting and a Pasta Party on 
Thursday, Feb. 13.

11:30 a.m. is for social time with a Noon lunch at 
the St. Cecilia Parish Center.

The guest will be with Erin from the Wilbraham 
Senior Center who oversees Fit After 60. 

Erin will provide lots of tips for keeping fit and 
healthy after 60. She will be incorporating some cog-
nitive and balance exercises in her demonstration.  

Join us for pasta, salad and dessert. All welcome. 
Please give Linda Raffa a call if you will be join-

ing us as a guest at 413 596-8245 before Feb. 6.  

Teen Painting Workshop 
at the Library

WILBRAHAM - The Teen Department at the 
Wilbraham Public Library announces a teen painting 
workshop on Tuesday, Jan. 28 from 5 to 6:30 pm. 

Erin Boughamer, owner of Paint Sip Fun, will 
lead grades 6–12 through creating their own individ-
ual painting. 

“Our Teen Advisory Board chose the painting 
‘Northern Lights’ which Erin created specifically 
from our teen suggestions,” said Teen Services Li-
brarian Rachel Hapgood. “Our Teen Paint Sip Fun 
events fill quickly and it is one of our most popular 
teen programs.”

All supplies will be provided; and lemonade and 
water will be available for refreshments. This pro-
gram is free to attend and sponsored by the Wilbra-
ham Friends of the Library. 

Registration is required as space is limited. The 
painting choice of “Northern Lights” can be seen 
when registering online. 

Register at www.wilbrahamlibrary.org, “Teens”, 
“Event Calendar” or call the library at 413-596-6141.
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SPORTS

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WEST SPRINGFIELD—
When the MIAA released the 
state power rankings for the first 
time last Friday morning, the 
Auburn hockey team were the 
10th ranked team in Division 2. 

The following day, the Rock-
ets showed why they were one of 
the top ranked teams in Division 
2 after dispatching the Falcons 
of Minnechaug Regional, 8-1, in 
a non-conference match held at 
the Olympia Ice Center in West 
Springfield. 

“This is a fun group of guys 
to be around, and they always 
work very hard,” said Auburn 

head coach Glen Bombard, 
who’s planning to retire from 
coaching at the end of this sea-
son. “We were able to score a 
bunch of goals in today’s game, 
but this wasn’t our best perfor-
mance of the season. These guys 
can play a lot better hockey.”  

Bombard, who has been a 
part of the Auburn hockey pro-
gram for the past 35 years, took 
over as the varsity hockey coach 
in 2002. He also played high 
school hockey at Auburn, along 
with his two brothers. 

The road victory improved 
the Rockets overall season re-
cord to 7-2. It was the second 
time that they scored at least 
eight goals in a game this season. 

They posted an 8-2 home win 
against Westborough two days 
before Christmas. 

During the past two seasons, 
the Falcons, who are ranked 35th 
in the Division 2 power rankings, 
celebrated one goal victories 
against the Rockets.  

“Auburn is the best hock-
ey team we’ve faced so far this 
season,” said Minnechaug head 
coach Kyle Bousquet. “They do 
have a several talented players 
and have a little more depth than 
us.” 

Auburn’s two losses so far 
this season were against Wachu-
sett Regional, who’s ranked 21st 
in Division 1, and Whitman-Han-

Falcons hockey suffers tough loss to Auburn

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Matt Lafley gets low for a block.

Please see HOCKEY, page 17

Alani Botas tries to muscle her way to a shot. Ainsley Holden makes her way down the court. Ava Manning attempts a three-pointer.

Elizabeth Woytowicz heads down the 
court. Ava Ofcarcik passes into the arc.

Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande
Cailin O’Brien tries to dribble her way out of pressure.

Minnechaug girls score pair of wins

W I L B R A H A M 
– Last week, it was 
two wins at home for 
Minnechaug Region-
al High School girls 
basketball. The big 
win for Minnechaug 
was over rival Chi-
copee High 63-34 
last Monday night. In 
the win. Minnechaug 
was led by Ava Man-
ning with nine points. 
Three others had 
eight points scored 
in the win and 10 
different players for 
Minnechaug regis-
tered points in the 
victory, which makes 
the Falcons 5-2 for 
the season. Chicop-
ee was led by Kiyah 
Price with 13 points. 
Cassidy Pytel had 10 
points for the Pacers. 
Unfortunately, Chi-
copee is now 0-10 on 
the season.
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Brownies 
squeeze by 

Falcons
AGAWAM – It was a playoff atmosphere at Aga-

wam High School as the Brownies wrestling team hosted 
league rival Minnechaug for a dual meet last Wednesday 
night. It came down to the last couple of matches, but 
Agawam eeked out a 36-32 win. The Brownies domi-
nated the early part of the meet, winning the first three 
matches and going up 21-0. But Minnechaug made its 
way back in the meet with some wins in the middle 
weights. The meet got very contentious at times, even 
resulting in the ejection of a Minnechaug coach due to 
excessive arguing with the referee.

Mason Heward tries to use an arm takedown. Demetri Pappanikou grabbles with his opponent at 113 pounds.

Jordan Dietz looks for a takedown. Kai Ly scores a takedown and the leverage.

William Vezina gets a headlock on his opponent. Liam Maher gets into trouble with a leg-lock.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

THOMPSON, Conn. – After weeks of careful 
planning, the American-Canadian Tour (ACT) 
and Pro All Star Series (PASS) have finalized and 
released the 2025 schedule for Thompson Speed-
way. Beginning in late March through Columbus 
Day weekend in October, rolling thunder returns 
to the ‘Quiet Corner of Connecticut’ for ten in-
dividual dates in 2025 including the annual Ice-
breaker and Sunoco World Series weekends along 
with a return to monthly Wednesday night racing.

Everything begins on Saturday, March 29 with 
the first of two days celebrating the 51st Icebreaker 
weekend to kick off the 2025 New England racing 
season! Saturday is headlined by the return of the 
Monaco Modified Tri-Track Series for the first of 
two spectacular showings on the Thompson high-
banks in 2025 plus the PASS Super Late Models, 
Evolve Bank Pro Truck Challenge and R&R Race 
Parts NH Open Street Stock Series! Saturday’s 
showcase also kicks off the 2025 track champi-
onship season for the Sunoco Modifieds and Mini 
Stocks plus the introduction of Thompson Speed-
way’s newest division, the Thunderstock Crown 
Vic Division!

Sunday, March 30 is headlined by the NA-
SCAR Whelen Modified Tour Icebreaker 150 plus 
the second Sunoco Modified event of Icebreaker 
weekend along with the Thompson Late Models, 
Street Stocks and SK Light Modifieds for a spec-
tacular closer to the season’s rip-roaring start!

The Monaco Modifieds return to headline the 
first Wednesday night action on May 14, complete 
with all six Thompson track championship divi-
sions before the fan-favorite Dash for Cash Series 
returns for the first of three Wednesday Night 
programs on June 18, complete with the Evolve 
Bank Pro Truck Challenge and six Thompson di-
visions. The Dash for Cash 50 lap sprints will also 
return with the NEMA Lite special on July 9, the 
Wednesday, September 17 showdown and the Fri-
day of Sunoco World Series weekend.

The NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour is back 
for their traditional midweek showdown on Au-

gust 6 headlined alongside the New England Su-
permodified Series and six Thompson Speedway 
divisions for a thrilling midweek special that can-
not be missed!

The 63rd Sunoco World Series of Speedway 
Racing begins on Friday, October 10 headlined by 
the Dash for Cash $5,000 to win sprint plus the 
R&R Open Street Stocks and Senior Tour Auto 
Racers (STAR) alongside track championship fi-
nales for the Late Models and Mini Stocks. The 
Thunderstock Crown Vics will also run on both 
Friday and Saturday of World Series weekend.

Saturday afternoon is headlined by the in-
credible 75th annual Race of Champions 150 
held for the first time at Thompson Speedway 
with a $12,500 prize headed for the winner of 
the iconic Al Gerber Memorial trophy! Satur-
day also features the championship finale for the 
New England Supermodified Series, along with 
the Evolve Bank Pro Truck Challenge and Harry 
Kourafas Memorial 22 for the New England Pro-4 
Modifieds. The Sunoco Modifieds will compete in 
their first of two days during the Sunoco World 
Series and the SK Light Modifieds will crown 
their 2025 track champion.

Sunday, October 12 will feature the NASCAR 
Whelen Modified Tour Sunoco World Series 150 
with the Sunoco Modifieds and Street Stocks 
crowning their track champions with the NEMA 
Lites rounding out the season-closing program.

“We’ve built up a schedule we think works for 
everyone,” said PASS President Tom Mayberry. 
“There’s a little bit of everything for each event 
that we believe works for both fans and racers 
alike.”

“Both Tom and I have had quite a few conver-
sations with competitors and 2025 looks promis-
ing,” said ACT managing partner Cris Michaud. 
“The return of the Dash for Cash races and ex-
panding the Crown Vic races are something we’re 
looking forward to seeing grow at Thompson next 
season.”

Thompson Speedway to feature 10 events
BRIDGEPORT, Conn.  — The 

Springfield Thunderbirds (17-15-2-
1) had six players record multiple 
points in a 6-4 triumph over the 
Bridgeport Islanders (8-25-2-2) on 
Saturday night at Total Mortgage 
Arena. 

The T-Birds and Islanders' net-
minders had all the answers in the 
opening 20 minutes, as Colten Ellis 
picked up where he left off from his 
shutout performance on Wednesday 
with 10 more stops in the opening 
frame. In the Bridgeport net, Hunt-
er Miska made his first AHL start 
in nearly three years and was up to 
every Springfield challenge with 11 
first-period stops.

The night marked the much-an-
ticipated debut of Blues' 2023 first-
round pick Otto Stenberg, and the 
19-year-old wasted little time in 
period two making his mark on the 
game, taking a drop feed from Hugh 
McGing in the left circle and roof-
ing a wrister short-side on Miska for 
his first AHL goal on his first shot 
at 2:43. 

Unfortunately, the excitement 
of Stenberg's opening tally was 
quickly tempered when Chris Terry 
evened the slate with a power play 
goal at 3:29 for Bridgeport, snap-
ping Ellis's shutout streak of over 
83 minutes. 

The T-Birds returned fire at 8:56 
when Hunter Skinner leaned into 
a one-time slapper off a Matthew 
Peca drop pass, beating Miska over 
the stick hand to give Springfield a 
2-1 advantage. 

Once again, however, the Island-
er power play had a rebuttal. This 

time, a Samuel Bolduc point wrister 
eluded Ellis and got the game back 
even, 2-2, at 13:50.

Springfield continued to be just 
a tick faster than the Islanders in 
the see-saw second frame as Sten-
berg let a wrister fly from the left 
side at 15:45, creating a rebound for 
McGing to bury behind Miska and 
restore the T-Birds' lead. 

Finally, the Islanders could 
not get the game back to a stale-
mate, and Alek Kaskimaki lifted a 
backhand under the crossbar on a 
net-crashing play up the left side 
at 19:20 to send Springfield to the 
second intermission dressing room 
ahead 4-2.

Bridgeport still did not keel 
over, and with the teams skating 
4-on-4 in the opening minute of the 
third, Liam Foudy capitalized on a 
rebound outside the paint to make it 
a 4-3 contest. 

MacKenzie MacEachern further 
bolstered the Springfield advantage 
when he picked the puck off from 
Bolduc and cruised in on Miska 
before beating the netminder glove 
side on a breakaway to make it a 5-3 
game at 7:33.

McGing capped off his best 
night of the season with his second 
goal of the evening in the dying sec-
onds of a power play at 11:13 of the 
third to up the lead to 6-3.

Eetu Liukas would get one back 
for the Islanders with 1:03 to play, 
but it was too late for the home team 
as Springfield cashed in its fourth 
straight win and second in four 
nights over Bridgeport.

T-Birds get win at Bridgeport
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son, who’s the 12th ranked team 
in Division 2. 

A year ago, the Rockets ad-
vanced to the elite eight of the 
Division 2 state tournament 
where they lost to top-seeded 
Tewksbury, 7-2. 

Bombard is a fan of the state 
tournament format which began 
several years ago.

“I think the state tournament 
is one of the best things that the 
MIAA ever did. Instead of play-
ing the same team three or four 
times like we did in the old play-
off format, you’ll most likely be 
playing a team for the first time 
in the state tournament,” he said. 
“We’re hoping to win back-to-
back Quinn Division titles and 
compete for a state title this year. 

The Auburn hockey team, 
who won two state titles back in 
the 1970’s, co-ops with Millbury 

High School, Shepherd Hill Re-
gional, and Tantasqua Regional.  

The Tantasqua players listed 
on the Rockets varsity roster are 
junior Nathan Dono, sophomore 
Daniel Miedona, senior Austin 
Dono, junior Jack Tully, junior 
Max Sealey, freshman Trevor Re-
sener, and junior Ethan LaPlante.

The Tantasqua Athletic Di-
rector is Marcus Backlin, who 
graduated from Auburn and is a 
former member of the Rockets 
hockey team.

“We do have an outstanding 
relationship with Tantasqua,” 
Bombard said. “Marcus played 
hockey for me several years ago. 
Their principal and superinten-
dent have also been very support-
ive of our hockey program over 
the years. It gives their students 
an opportunity to play hockey.”

LaPlante, who was the start-
ing goalie against the Falcons, 
only had to make eight saves be-
fore being replaced by freshman 

goalie Colin Gaston with 7:24 
left in the third period.

“Ethan is just a great kid and 
is one of our captains this year,” 
Bombard said. “We’ve built an 
outstanding relationship since 
the first day he joined the hockey 
team three years ago. It’s a lot of 
fun being around a kid like him.” 

When LaPlante came out of 
the game, Auburn was holding a 
comfortable 7-0 advantage. 

The Rockets, who outshot the 
Falcons, 37-12, held a slim 2-0 
lead after the first period. They 
broke the game wide open by 
scoring five goals in the second 
period and added another in the 
third. They also had another goal 
disallowed during that period be-
cause it was kicked into the net. 

The Dono brothers are mem-
bers of the Rockets first line, 
along with senior Ethan McDer-
mott, who scored a second period 
goal.

“It has been a lot of fun being 

a member of this hockey team 
during the past couple of years,” 
said Nathan Dono, who contrib-
uted offensively against Min-
nechaug with two goals and an 
assist. “All of the players on the 
hockey team get along with each 
other very well. The coaching 
staff was very welcoming when I 
was a freshman. It has also been 
a great experience playing on the 
same line with my older brother.”   

Miedona, who’s a first-year 
varsity hockey player, is a mem-
ber of the second line. He scored 
the Rockets fifth goal. 

Tully is a defenseman and 
Sealey, who’s a forward, assisted 
on the Rockets first goal of the 
second period.  

It was a memorable game for 
Auburn freshman Colson Caron, 
who scored his first career varsity 
goal with five minutes remaining 
in the opening period. He also 
scored the Rockets final goal of 
the second period.          

Auburn’s other two goal 
scorers were sophomore’s Logan 
Rada and Mason Barbale. 

One of the few highlights of 
the game for the Falcons (2-6) 
took place with 5:34 left in reg-
ulation. That’s when freshman 
Joey Comes scored his first ca-
reer varsity goal on power-play. 
Junior Dom Fiorentino was cred-
ited with the assist. 

“At the beginning of the sea-
son, Joey was a bubble player for 
us as a defenseman,” Bousquet 
said. “He has been a forward in 
the past. We used him at that po-
sition during the third period and 
he scored a goal in his first shift. 
It was a very good thing to see.” 

Despite having a below .500 
record, the Falcons are still hop-
ing to qualify for both the West-
ern Mass. Class B tournament 
and the Division 2 state tourna-
ment. 

WORCESTER – The Worces-
ter Railers beat the Wheeling 
Nailers, 3-4 in overtime, Sunday 
afternoon at the DCU Center.

Not a typo, no. It is just that 
all things considered, the point 
Worcester earned was one of the 
best points a Railers team will 
ever get out of a hockey game.

They trailed the best team in 
the league, 3-1, with less than five 
minutes to go in the third period. 
Then, at 15:23, Jordan Kaplan 
converted a shorthanded break-
away to make it a one-goal game.

With goaltender Hugo Ollas 
on the bench, Worcester took it 
down to the limit and Anthony 
Repaci scored with four seconds 
to go in regulation. He convert-
ed a pass from Griffin Loughran 
and beat Taylor Gauthier from the 

bottom of the right circle with a 
low shot.

It was the latest game-tying 
goal in franchise history.

“I actually thought we had a 
lot more time than we did,” Repa-
ci said, “maybe something like 20 
seconds. That was cutting it close 
but it was an exciting finish.”

Yes, you might say that.
That Matt Koopman scored 

for Wheeling to win it just 49 sec-
onds into overtime was a down-
er, but it did not ruin the day, all 
things considered.

Even before the opening puck 
drop the Railers were in a hole.

It was their third game in less 
than 72 hours, and it was against 
the team with the best winning 
percentage in the ECHL. Two 
of their defensemen, Matias Ra-

janiemi and Cam McDonald, 
were called up by Bridgeport be-
fore the game. Worcester replaced 
them with one defenseman, An-
thony Hora up from the SPHL 
and making his ECHL debut. So 
the Railers dressed only 17 skat-
ers.

With McDonald and Ra-
janiemi in the American Hockey 
League, there were no Bridgeport 
contract players in uniform. The 
only NHL contract player was 
goalie Hugo Ollas. He is assigned 
here by the Rangers.

Worcester responded with 
a great effort from the start al-
though it took a while for every-
thing to fall into place.

“For us playing a three in 
three, with the effort they put out, 
I just wanted them to play to the 

wire,” coach Nick Tuzzolino said. 
“If the score had stayed 3-1 I 
probably would have been just as 
happy. I thought they played well. 
That’s a pretty gutsy effort against 
a really good team.”

Over the last two weekends 
Worcester took six of a possible 
eight points versus Wheeling. 
The Railers extended their over-
all points streak to eight games. 
They are 5-0-3 in those games. It 
is their longest points streak since 
they won nine in a row to open the 
2022-23 season.

It was 0-0 after 20 minutes. 
David Jankowski scored for 
Wheeling at 8:55 of the second 
period. Cole Donhauser answered 
for Worcester at 14:26, snapping 
a 12-game goals drought. Man-
ny De St. Phalie’s goal at 15:48 

allowed the Nailers to take a 2-1 
lead into the third period.

When Chris Ortiz made it 3-1 
at 6:21, it seemed unlikely that 
the Railers would have enough 
petroleum in the tank to come 
back. Kaplan changed that per-
spective, then Repaci wound up 
rescuing the point.

It allowed Worcester to earn 
five of a possible six points on 
the weekend with all three games 
ending in 4-3 scores.

The All-Star break is here. It 
will give the Railers time to rest 
up from their dramatic weekend, 
but Tuzzolino isn’t going any-
where.

“I can’t,” he said. “I’ve got to 
go find some players.”

Railers grab point in OT loss

HOCKEY from page 15

Laim Fancuff looks to clear the puck. Joey Comes heads up the ice.

Nick Garib rushes up the left side. Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Brayden O’Sullivan works away from the wall.
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

SEASONED CORDWOOD
All hardwood. Cut & split to your length 
$300 a cord. No delivery charge on two 
cord orders.

Call or text 413-668-7858

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald 
Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall 
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

INSTRUCTION
FADER’S FITNESS

 “We can always work something out.”

Offering tailored exercise and nutrition 
services for adults, specializing in ac-
tive and static exercise. Fully certified 
in personal training and nutrition and 
insured in the state of MA. 
Call 914-708-7849 or send inquiries 
to faderci@gmail.com

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing 
in residential roofs & repairs, chim-
ney repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-
566-5596/413-433-5073.Lic. 
#105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free 
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s 
Comp. Remove them before the wind 
takes them down. Cordwood, stump 
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

FOR SALE SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20252025

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

K & J TREE CARE
• All Phases of Tree Work Done
• Proper Pruning
• Stump Grinding
• Climbing, Bucket Work or Crane
• Fully Insured
• Free Estimates & Consultations

~ 70+ years of onsite industry experience ~

Ken (508)344-8482
Joshua (413) 668-4233

~ Father & Son Owned & Operated ~

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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WILBRAHAM 
PLANNING BOARD
The Wilbraham Planning 

Board will hold a Public 
Hearing on  Wednesday, 
February 12, 2025, at 6:00 
PM  in the Town Office 
Building, 240 Springfield 
Street, on the application 
of Derrin & Lynn Grimard 
for a Special Permit (SP25-
01) to exceed the size and 
garage door limitations in 
Sections 3.9.2.2 and 4.4.8 
of the Wilbraham Zoning 
By-Law to allow construc-
tion of a 624 square foot 
(21’ in height) detached 
accessory building (garage) 
with two garage doors on 
property owned by Derrin 
& Lynn Grimard locat-
ed at 7 Kensington Drive 
as shown on plans on file 
in the Planning Office and 
posted for public viewing 
on the Planning Board page 
of the Town of Wilbraham 

website at www.wilbra-
ham-ma.gov/123/Planning-
Board. Both in person and 
virtual participation are 
available. To participate 
virtually go to https://meet.
goto.com/915564309 or call 
866-899-4679 (Access Code: 
915-564-309).

James Rooney, Chair 
01/23, 01/30/2025

WILBRAHAM 
PLANNING BOARD
The Wilbraham Planning 

Board will hold a Public 
Hearing on Wednesday, 
February 12, 2025, at 6:15 
PM  in the Town Office 
Building, 240 Springfield 
Street, on the application of 
Joseph & Sharon Dussault 
for a Special Permit (SP25-
02) to exceed the size and 
garage door l imitations 
in 3.9.2.2 of the Zoning 
By-Law and Ridgeline & 

PUBLIC NOTICE
RIGHT OF WAY MAINTENANCE

As requi red  by  Massachuse t t s  Genera l  Law 
Chapter 132B, National Grid (New England Power and/
or Massachusetts Electric Company) hereby gives 
notice that it intends to selectively apply herbicides 
along specific transmission line rights-of-way in 2025.

The selective use of herbicides to manage vegeta-
tion along rights-of-way is done within the context of an 
Integrated Vegetation Management (IVM) program con-
sisting of mechanical, chemical, natural, and cultural com-
ponents. In right-of-way vegetation management the pest 
or target is vegetation (primarily tall growing) that will 
cause outages and safety issues. National Grid’s IVM pro-
gram encourages natural controls by promoting low grow-
ing plant communities that resist invasion by target vegeta-
tion. The selective use of herbicides and mechanical con-
trols are the direct techniques used to control target veg-
etation and help establish and maintain natural controls.

National Grid may utilize any of the herbicides noted the 
MA Sensitive Materials list. Rodeo, and possibly one of the 
following herbicides, Arsenal or Arsenal Powerline, will be 
applied directly to the surface of stumps immediately after 
target vegetation is cut (Cut Stump Treatment). Garlon 4 or 
Garlon 4 Ultra will be applied selectively to the stems of tar-
get vegetation using hand-held equipment (Basal Treatment 
and Dormant stem treatment). Krenite S or Rodeo, mixed 
with Escort XP, and one of the following herbicides, Arsenal 
or Arsenal Powerline, or Milestone will be applied selectively 
to the foliage of target vegetation using hand-held equipment 
(Foliar Treatment). Cambistat as a tree growth regulator. 
Applications shall not commence more than ten days before 
nor conclude more than ten days after the following treatment 
periods. The herbicide mixes and additional information 
about rights of way management in Massachusetts can be 
found here: https://www.mass.gov/rights-of-way-vegetation-
management

Municipalities that have rights-of-way scheduled for 
herbicide treatments in 2025:

Hampden, Wilbraham

Treatment Periods 

February 1, 2025 – May 30, 2025
CST
Basal

Dormant Stem

May 30, 2025 - Oct 15, 2025
Foliar
CST
Basal

Cut Stubble

Oct 15, 2025 – Dec 31, 2025
CST
Basal

Dormant Stem
*The exact treatment dates are dependent upon weather 

conditions and field crew progress.

Further information may be requested by contacting 
(during business hours, Mon-Fri from 8:00 am-4:00 pm):

Mariclaire Rigby, National Grid, 
939 Southbridge Street, Worcester, MA 01610.

Telephone: (781) 290-8310 
or email: mariclaire.rigby@nationalgrid.com

01/23/2025

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM 
PUBLIC HEARING: 

PROPOSED INCREASE TO SEWER RATE
(Posted 1/16/2025) 

The Wilbraham Select Board, serving as the Sewer 
Commissioners, in accordance with Chp.83, Sec.16, will 
hold a public hearing on Monday, February 24, 2025 
at 7:05pm, at the Town Office Building, 240 Springfield 
Street, Wilbraham, MA to hear public comment on proposed 
increased sewer rates to be effective April 2025. The new pro-
posed rates are as follows:

Sewer Rates April 2023-April 2025
$4.60/100 cu.ft.  Residential
$5.50/100 cu.ft. Commercial
$552.00 Maximum Residential Bill with Cap (12,000 CF)
$303.60 Flat Rate (6,600 CF)
$69.00 Minimum Bill (1,500 CF)

Sewer Rates April 2025
$5.00/100 cu.ft. Residential
$6.00/100 cu. ft. Commercial
$600.00 Maximum Residential Bil lwith Cap (12,000 CF)
$330.00 Flat Rate (6,600 CF)
$75.00 Minimum Bill (1,500 CF)

All those wishing to comment on the proposed new sewer 
rates will be heard. Copies of the proposed rates are available 
in the Select Board's office at Town Hall, 240 Springfield 
Street, Wilbraham. This hearing will be conducted in person 
and virtually, see the Select Board's meeting agenda for vir-
tual access).

WILBRAHAM SELECT BOARD 
Sewer Commissioners

01/23/2025

PUBLIC NOTICES
Hillside District approval 
under 9.3 of the Wilbraham 
Zoning By-Law to con-
struct a 1,961± square foot 
attached garage with two 
garage doors on property 
owned by Joseph & Sharon 
Dussault located at 15 Valley 
View Drive as shown on 
plans on file in the Planning 
Office and posted for pub-
lic viewing on the Planning 
Board page of the Town of 
Wilbraham website at www.
wi lbraham-ma.gov/123/
Planning-Board. Both in per-
son and virtual participation 
are available. To participate 
virtually go to https://meet.
goto.com/915564309 or call 
866-899-4679 (Access Code: 
915-564-309). 

James Rooney, Chair
01/23, 01/30/2025

WILBRAHAM 
PLANNING BOARD
The Wilbraham Planning 

Board will hold a Public 
Hearing on Wednesday, 
February 12, 2025, at 5:45 
PM  in the Town Office 
Building, 240 Springfield 
Street, on the application 
of All Energy Solar for a 
Special Permit (SP24-04) 
as required under Section 
3.9.1.3 of the Wilbraham 
Z o n i n g  B y - L a w  a n d 
Ridgeline-Hillside District 
approval under Section 9.3 
of the Zoning By-Law to 
allow a ground-mounted 
solar energy system with a 
total footprint area exceed-
ing 1,000 square feet to be 
installed and operated as an 
accessory use to the exist-
ing single-family residence 
owned by Andrew Marecki 
located at 655 Ridge Road 
as shown on plans on file 
in the Planning Office and 
posted for public viewing 
on the Planning Board page 
of the Town of Wilbraham 
website at www.wilbra-
ham-ma.gov/123/Planning-
Board. Both in person and 
virtual participation are 
available. To participate 
virtually go to https://meet.
goto.com/915564309 or call 
866-899-4679 (Access Code: 
915-564-309).

James Rooney, Chair 

01/23, 01/30/2025

LEGAL NOTICE
Sale of Motor Vehicle Under 

G.L. c. 255 Sec. 39A
B a c h  Tow i n g  I n c . , 

165 Benton Drive, East 
Longmeadow, MA is holding 
a private sale of the follow-
ing vehicle on 02/06/2025 at 
2:00 p.m. to satisfy our garage 
keepers lien thereon for stor-
age and towing charges and 
expenses of Notices of Sale.
Danielle Van Allen
26 Bristal St.
Ludlow, MA 01056
2012 Ford Focus SE
VIN# 1FAHP3F24CL179273 
01/16, 01/23, 01/30/2025 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE
This ad is pursuant to MA 
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A 
as of Februrary 7, 2025 the 
following motor vehicle will 
be for sale to satisfy a garage 
keepers lien:
Vehicle :
2005 Mercedes E
VIN: WBAVLIC59EVY17128 
COLOR: Gray
LKO: Ludero Monterio
67 Fuller St., Apt. 1
Brockton MA 02301

R & S Assoc. Inc
PO Box 543

Wilbraham MA 01095
413-596-4374

01/23, 01/30, 02/06/2025

Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙    SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

ASSOCIATE DENTIST. Baystate 
Dental Practice, LLC. Belchertown, 
MA. Diagnose, prevent & treat teeth 
& tissue problems. DMD or DDS. Ap-
ply: https://www.dentalcarealli-
ance.net/dental-jobs-search/

Small church in West Brookfield seek-
ing a PART-TIME SECRETARY. 
Approximately 5 hours/week. Candi-
date must have organizational and 
computer skills, social media experi-
ence, good communication and people 
skills a must. Starting paying $16-18/hr. 
based on experience. Send resume to: 
fccwbworship@gmail.com.

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR 
Middlefield, MA.  

Part-time, 960 hrs/yr, 
$36-40,000 range.

Email resume+ cover letter 
highlighting strengths/ flexibility 

toAdministrative Assistant: 
middlefield.assistant

@gmail.com

TOWN OF BLANDFORD 
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

The Town of Blandford is seeking a 
qualified individual for the position of 
Highway Superintendent. Salary range 
starting at $75,000-$80,000+ negotia-
ble based on experience/skills. Please 
visit our website TownOfBlandford.
com or email Administrator@
TownofBlandford.com for more 
information.

WILBRAHAM UNITED CHURCH 
is hiring a sexton three evenings, 7-10 
hours per week, $16 per hour. Addi-
tional compensation for  hours need-
ed for weddings and funerals. Please 
send resume to admin@wilbraha-
munitedchurch.org

More information found at 
www.wilbrahamunitedchurch.

org/about-us-2/

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

GREEN STREET, PALMER New-
ly renovated 1 bedroom apt. porch, 
off-street parking, coin-op laundry, 
$1,500/ mo includes heat. No Pets. 
Call Tom 413-896-1555

HELP WANTEDSERVICES REAL ESTATE

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

Great Decisions 
Discussion 
Group Returns

WILBRAHAM – Registration has 
begun for the 2025 Great Decisions Dis-
cussion Group at the Wilbraham Public 
Library. Starting Feb. 5, the group will 
meet weekly on Wednesdays from 4 to 
5:30 p.m. through March 26.

Each year, Foreign Policy Associa-
tion selects eight critical issues facing 
the country to be the subjects of con-
versation. The topics for 2025 include 
American Foreign Policy at a Cross-
roads, U.S. Changing Leadership of the 
World Economy, U.S.-China Relations, 
India: Between China, the West, and the 
Global South, International Coopera-
tion on Climate Change, The Future of 
NATO and European Security, AI and 
American National Security, and Amer-
ican Foreign Policy in the Middle East: 
Taking Stock and Looking Ahead.

Participants are encouraged to order 
a briefing book to read in advance so 
they can be informed and ready to en-
gage. Briefing books are available on the 
association’s website, fpa.org. One copy 
of the briefing book will be available at 
the Service Desk for in-library reading. 
To register and learn more, visit wilbra-
hamlibrary.org, or call the library at 413-
596-6141.

Beyond 
Plastics film 
viewing Feb. 2

WILBRAHAM - Beyond Plastics: 
What the continued production of 
plastic is costing our planet.

With the plastic industry expand-
ing like never before and the crisis of 
ocean pollution growing, FRONT-
LINE and NPR investigate the fight 
over the future of plastics.

Please join us at Christ the King 
Epiphany Church for the viewing 
of Plastic Wars on Sunday, Feb. 2 at 
11:30 a.m. 758 Main Street, Wilbra-
ham. Feel free to arrive at 11 a.m. for 
some pre-viewing refreshments.

Polish Food Sale 
Feb. 5

INDIAN ORCHARD – A Polish 
Food Sale with Golabki, Kapusta and 
cabbage, potato and cheese, sweet 
cheese and blueberry pierogi will be 
sold on Saturday, February 8, 2025 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Immaculate 
Conception Church Hall, 25 Parker 
Street, Indian Orchard, MA.

All are welcome to come and pur-
chase.
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DL&G
TREE

Tree  Removal  
■ 

Structural Pruning
■ 

Crane 
Service

■ 
Storm 

Damage
■ 

Stump 
Grinding

■ 
Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE


