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WILBRAHAM - If you’ve 
driven down Route 20 head-
ing to Wilbraham or Monson 
and Palmer, you might have 
noticed a building with four 
Italian statues and other piec-
es of artwork.

That is the Black Fang 
Museum, overseen by Jeffrey 
Allard, which is open when-
ever he’s around. Just look for 
the white SUV in the parking 
lot and the ‘Open’ sign.

Inside is a variety of art-
work from Morocco, Egypt, 
Thailand and South Asia, 
famed artists such as Pablo 
Picasso, Keith Haring, An-
tonio Medici and Marc Cha-
gall, Italian furniture pieces, 
Allard’s own artwork, animal 
statues and many more.

Allard, who worked as a 
radiologist before retirement 
and now works as a consul-
tant, explained he’s been col-
lecting art over the years and 
traveling, needing a place to 
put them. He thought some of 
the space would be used as of-
fices, but after people visited 
and told him, “This is a mu-
seum, not an office,” he went 
forward with the vision.

“I thought it’d be a good 

thing for the community and 
a good thing for me because I 
like to talk about it, talk about 
art, talk about anything with 
anyone who wants to take a 
look,” Allard said. 

As Allard got more into 
art, he met with an art dealer 
in San Francisco.

“He had this furniture. 
This was in a warehouse from 
his great-grandfather, appar-

ently, all from Italy and he 
was finally trying to sell it and 
so we worked a good deal for 

Jeffrey Allard poses with his giraffe sculptures. His art museum is located on 3333 Boston Road 
in Wilbraham. 

Black Fang MuseumBlack Fang MuseumA look inside thee

By Natalie Proulx
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - This 
winter season, the Wilbraham 
Public Library is hosting lots 
of community events, clubs 
and resources for all ages! 

For starters, this year’s 
annual Winter Reading Chal-
lenge is going on now and 
everyone is encouraged to 
participate. From Jan. 1 to the 
final day of February, each 
age group is able to earn raffle 
tickets for a chance to win a 
prize in their age range. 

From toddler to grade 
five, children can read for 300 
minutes to earn three tickets 
for their raffle, teens can earn 
up to three tickets by writing 
a review for each book they 
read, and adults ages 18+ can 
earn up to five tickets for each 

book review they write. All 
book reviews must be logged 
by Feb. 28 at midnight and 
all winners, regardless of age 
group will be notified March 
4.

The Annual Stuffed Ani-
mal Sleepover is coming up 
for little ones this February. 
On Thursday, Feb. 19 from 
3:15 to 4 p.m., kids ages three 
and up can drop off their fa-
vorite stuffed animal to spend 
the night having a sleep over 
at the library. With the teens 
from the Teen Advisory 
Board (TAB), your child will 
tuck their stuffed animal in 
for the night and get to listen 
to a bedtime story. 

Signups begin Feb. 2 and 
you can sign up for one of 
the three time slots: 3:15 pm, 

Winter Events at WPL

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The 
Minnechaug Regional High 
School National Honor So-
ciety volunteered their time 
during the Girl Scout Cookie 
Drop event at St. Catherine’s 
Church in Springfield on Jan. 
10.

The Springfield site was 
one of four across the region 
helping prep Girl Scouts to 
distribute their cookies for 
the season, with the others in 
West Springfield, Townsend 
and Worcester, covering the 
Western and Central Massa-
chusetts chapter of the Girl 
Scouts. 

Irene Chen, a senior at 
Minnechaug and the NHS 
President, explained how 23 
students participated in the 
event and it ran from 6:45 to 
11 a.m.

“The organizers assigned 
students into different groups 
that were in charge of dif-
ferent cookie favors. Troop 
leaders would pull up with 
a paper on their car window. 
On each paper, a different 
number of cookies would 
be listed. Samoas and Thin 
Mints were the most popu-
lar,” Chen said. “I believe for 
one troop, the student had to 
bring around 120 large box-

es of Thin Mints (That’s not 
including the other cookies 
prior to this). Everyone was 
working very collaborative-
ly, counting, stocking, and 
bringing cookies in people’s 
cars. Many hopped onto the 
trunk of troop leader’s trucks 
to organize and fit the cook-
ies in.”

Post-event, Chen reached 
out to her fellow NHS mem-
bers, who shared their experi-
ences and what they enjoyed 
about volunteering.

“I really enjoyed the ex-

citement that the troop lead-
ers had taking part in Girl 
Scouts. NHS doing commu-
nity service through Min-
nechaug is very important as 
it teaches us students how to 
better serve our community 
and see the joy that service 
can bring!” one student said.

“I enjoyed helping out 
other communities and meet-
ing new people in my group. 
It’s important that us as a 
community take community 
service to give back to our 
communities. As our pil-

lar “service” we give back 
and serve back to those that 
helped us,” another said. 

“Knowing that my ser-
vice for the community 
helped to save so much time 
and effort makes me feel 
happy. I would like to take 
my weekend morning that I 
may not be doing much into 
a day where I’m helping oth-
ers. In my school, it’s always 
been an honor to be in the 

MRHS NHS volunteers at cookie drop

Turley photo by Natalie Proulx

The January winter books display at the Wilbraham Public Library. 

Photo courtesy of Irene Chen

A group photo of the Minnechaug Regional High School National Honor Society members as 
they get ready to volunteer. 

HISTORICAL WILBRAHAM

‘Planting Day on 
the Plains’ had its 
pitfalls

By Charles F. Bennett
Times Editor Emeritus

I came across a news clip-
ping from 1961 written by 
my mother, Ethel M. Ben-

nett, who was the Wilbraham 
correspondent for the Spring-
field Morning Union from the 
1940’s through the 1970’s.

It was an inter-
esting story about 
the history of Spec 
Pond on Boston 
Road, now a jew-
el in the crown of 
Post Office Park 
that means so 
much to the town’s 
recreation, and 
sports teams and 
the envy of their 
opponents.

Back in 1961 the effort by 
the Wilbraham Lions Club, 
who made it their mission to 

develop the bud-
ding recreation 
area, involved 
promoting its pur-
chase by the town. 
They were circu-
lating petitions, 
holding informa-
tion sessions, and 
trying to convince 
the Board of Se-
lectmen to back 
the initiative that 

the growing town needed the 

65 Years Ago
Miss Szcebak is Engaged

Here is a news clip-
ping reported by 
my mom, Ethel M. 

Bennett, who was the Wil-
braham correspondent for 
the Springfield daily news-
paper The Morning Union 
from the 1940s through 
1970s. From the March 
1, 1961 edition. “The en-
gagement of Miss Patri-
cia Szcebak, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward W. 
Szcebak of Boston Road, 
North Wilbraham to James 

J. Diotalevi of Weston St., 
Indian Orchard, has been 
announced.

Miss Szebak is a grad-
uate of Technical High 
School, Springfield and 
Green Mountain College. 
She is employed as an as-
sistant to the buyer in the 
Infants Dept. at Forbes 
& Wallace. Miss Szebak 
made her debut in 1958 
at the Kosciuszko Foun-
dation Ball at the Waldorf 
Astoria, New York City.”

Spec Pond has a fascinating history

Charlie Bennett
The Spec Pond Recreation 
Area is the jewel in the crown 
of Post Office Park that 
means so much to the town’s 
recreation, and sports teams. 

(Charles F. Bennett photo)

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Se-
lectboard, joined by the Ad-
visory Committee, hosted 
their budget roundtable with 
town departments on Jan. 
12.

The Times will break 
down the roundtable over 
the next few editions—be-
ginning this week—to high-
light what each department 
presented. 

Advisory Committee 
Chair Doug Boyd explained 
how “people aren’t happy 
about the increase on their 
taxes.”

“Not a surprise to any 
of us who have been pay-
ing attention and, unfortu-
nately, we anticipate that 
the coming year is going 
to be equally difficult and, 
as such, we are asking de-
partments that level service 
budgets, which I believe ev-
erybody here knows a level 
service is exactly that, what-
ever the level of service is 
that’s being provided now, 
budget for that, whatever 
the dollar is that flows from 
that, put that in the budget 

request,” Boyd said. 
Boyd said a schedule of 

the meetings with Adviso-
ry will be distributed along 
with the budget sheets.

“We’re asking that it’d 
be level service and, ob-
viously, we anticipate that 
there’ll be some variance. 
There always is. If there 
is, please just make a note 
down at the bottom section 
in the comments as to what 
why it’s either up or down 
in terms of the level of the 
services being requested,” 
Boyd said. “We just ask that 
people try to restrain your 
budget requests because we 
anticipate that it is going to 
be difficult. The preliminary 
numbers that we’ve seen 
from the school are already 
quite large and that is going 
to make putting together the 
budget quite challenging.”

Police Department
Police Chief Daniel 

Bruno shared the budget is 
looking good and on track, 
partly due to being currently 
short one officer and the sal-

Selectboard hosts 
budget roundtable

Please see EVENTS, page 2

Please see HISTORY, page 13

Please see BUDGET, 
page 4

Please see ART, page 11

Please see COOKIE DROP, 
page 8
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• Helping clients live their  
best financial life since 1965

• Accomplished, Friendly  
and Professional

• Minimum required

Securities offered through LPL Financial.  Member FINRA/SIPC.  Advisory services offered through
Trombley Wealth Management, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.

trombleywealth.com
 413-596-6992

Mike Trombley, Financial Advisor, Former MLB Player; 
Barbara Trombley, CPA, Financial Advisor

2022 Boston Rd.
Wilbraham, MA

NOW ATNOW AT

The Hampden-Wilbraham
Regional School District
We are accepting applications for our 

Integrated Early Childhood programs for the 
2026-2027 school year. These programs are 
designed for children who are 3– and 4– year 
olds and are open to residents of Hampden, 
Wilbraham, and surrounding communities. 

If your child will turn three by 
September 1, 2026 you can obtain 
an application from our website at 

www.hwrsd.org. Simply navigate to 
"Departments," then "Student Services," 
and select "Early Childhood Program."

Alternatively, you can call Corinne Roberts, 
Administartive Assistant for Student Services 

at 413-279-3863 for assistance.
Please note that priority screening and placement will be 

given to children who live in either Hampden or Wilbraham.

COMMUNITY

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Super-
intendent Dr. John Provost 
shared enrollment projections 
with the School Committee on 
Jan. 8.

The biggest highlight Pro-
vost noted was the middle 
school numbers.

“Based on students already 
known to be born in our towns 
or enrolled in our elementary 
schools, we know that middle 
school enrollment is lower 
now than it’ll be at any time 
in the foreseeable future,” Pro-
vost said. “I’ll say that again. 
This is the low point for mid-
dle school enrollment. It only 
goes up from here.”

After Provost said the Jan. 
1 enrollment showed 2,837 
students, up four students 
from last month and preschool 
continuing to increase, he pre-
sented an updated report.

“Although they show that 
the district will add students 
in the coming decade, pro-
jections were revised down 
from the previous year due 
to three factors noted in the 
enrollment summary. Firstly, 
our actual kindergarten enroll-
ment came in 30 students low-
er than projected. This smaller 
class will move through the 
system over the course of the 
next 12 years. So, that affects 
enrollment over all of the next 
12 years,” Provost said. “Also, 
the 9th-grade enrollment was 
25 seats lower than they pro-
jected. As you recall, that was 
a policy decision that we made 
in order to move the ICP stu-
dents to the high school. We 
reduced our choice students 
into the high school by about 
25, so that accounts for that.”

Provost noted eighth grade 
was down, but thought it was 

an aberration “because in the 
way our data is reported, the 
eighth-grade students who are 
actually in the ICP are listed in 
the ungraded column.”

“So, eighth grade didn’t 
go down. The students went 
somewhere else. It would real-
ly be more representative and 
I think true to the actual situa-
tion if they were just listed in 
the 9 to 12 grade band rather 
than be putting it in their own 
grade band,” Provost said. 
“So, I think that is a little bit of 
an aberration that also affects 
the projections, but it doesn’t 
change the outcome.”

Provost added although 
known births and project-
ed birth rates “remain little 
change from the last estimate, 
kindergarten enrollments for 
the next 10 years were revised 
down from an average of 209 
to an average of 196.”

“I believe that adjustment 
to the projection is based on 
the lower number of kinder-
garten students that we re-
ceived this year. It should be 
noted that, every year, in this 
projection as in the prior pro-
jection, as in our actual expe-
rience, the number of kinder-
garten students exceeds the 
live birth rate for their natal 
year, with the difference be-
ing attributable to families 
with young children moving 
into town,” Provost said. “Last 
year’s projections estimated 
that kindergarten enrollment 
would exceed the live birth 
rate by 43%. In reality, it ex-
ceeded the live birth rate by 
22%. Whether this represents 
a short-term or long-term 
real estate trend remains to 
be seen. For the projection, 
NESDEC assumes that kin-
dergarten enrollments will ex-
ceed live birth rates by about 
35% over the next 10 years. 
So, in other words, two-thirds 

of your kindergarten class is 
born in town, one-third moves 
to town before the students be-
come age five.”

Provost added the projec-
tion assumes class sizes will 
grow “from year to year in 
the elementary grades, decline 
slightly from year to year in 
the middle school grades, 
bump up quite a bit between 
eighth and 9th grade and then 
decline slightly in 10th, 11th 
and 12th grades.”

“If you look first at Mile 
Tree’s kindergarten in ‘21 
to first grade in ‘22 to Stony 
Hill’s second to third grade, 
that’s essentially the same co-
hort of students. So, you can 
see the class started at 135 
through to 141 then 148, then 
155. Over in Hampden, the 
same thing was happening. 
Green Meadows, that year 
had 45 students in kinder-
garten. Next year, when that 
group was first graders, it had 
grown to 50 and by second 

grade it had added four more 
students—54—and then grade 
three was 56 students,” Pro-
vost said. “So, our district has 
a pattern where, as the classes 
age, they grow. Again, that’s 
due mostly to in-migration as 
families join the district and 
the class sizes grow. So, that 
is an important part of the pro-
jection.”

As a whole, the graduating 
class “contains about 36 more 
students than the kindergarten 
class had 13 years previously.”

“So, from birth to kin-
dergarten, we gain about 50 
students, and then from kin-
dergarten to graduation, we 
add 36 more. So, it’s more 
or less constant growth of 
the cohort through that time, 
with the exception of middle 
school, where there is a few 
years where things go down, 
and then, with the exception 
of late high school, where stu-
dents leave sometimes due to 
early graduation, sometimes 
due to other things,” Provost 

said.
Provost said, current-

ly, “we have three relatively 
smaller classes,” and one of 
them is grade seven.

“That’s currently a grade 
that’s helping to mitigate 
overcrowding at the middle 
school. But, next year they’ll 
be eighth graders and the year 
after that, this class of 192 
students will leave the mid-
dle school and be replaced 
by a sixth grade that has 31 
more students than the exit-
ing class,” Provost said. “At 
that point, the middle school 
will have almost 9% greater 
enrollment than it currently 
does. So, that’s 9% growth in 
two years, three years.”

The kindergarten and first 
grade classes are, also, smaller 
classes.

“(The) first of those stu-
dents will arrive at middle 
school in 2030, but so there 
will be a few years of relief, 
but once that group moves 
through, middle school num-

bers will start rising again, 
reaching more than 700 stu-
dents by 2034,” Provost said. 
“We know the middle school 
is overcrowded now and we’re 
giving these projections based 
mainly on students who are 
already in our classes. These 
are students we already know. 
These are not projected, hy-
pothetical or mathematical 
model students. These are kids 
who are in the pipeline. Based 
on the ones we already have, 
we know that we’ll have 100 
more middle schoolers who 
need a place to learn by 2034.”

Provost summed up his re-
port with this.

“If we want to give the 
children already enrolled in 
our schools what they need in 
order to thrive, if we want to 
be a community that contin-
ues to benefit from the in-mi-
gration of families with young 
children, we really need to get 
our choices right, as you all 
know,” Provost said. “I’m very 
motivated to work with the 
committee and the boards to 
find a solution to this problem. 
I’m encouraged to see there’s 
an increased awareness of this 
need in the community. I will 
rely upon your guidance to 
shepherd this process through 
to conclusion because you all 
understand the local context 
much better than I do. But, it’s 
exciting because I believe we 
have before us a generation-
al chance to set a course that 
will carry students well into 
the second half of the 21st 
century. So, it’s a scary and 
exciting time to be your super-
intendent, but I thank you for 
the privilege and look forward 
to the conversations to come.”

Provost then took ques-
tions and thoughts from the 
School Committee members 
to wrap up the discussion.

Provost shares enrollment projections with School Committee

3:30 pm, or 3:45 p.m. to bring 
your stuffed animal to the li-
brary.

On Tuesday, Jan. 27 from 
5 to 6:30 p.m., teens can join 
local artist Marie Tucker in 
recreating Van Gogh’s Star-
ry Night using only cray-
ons. They will be led step by 
step, using all the materials 
provided. On that following 
Tuesday, Feb. 3 from 6 to 7 
p.m., teens are invited to at-
tend Teen Mystery Room: 
Alien Escape, where they will 
be working in teams to solve 
riddles, puzzles, and clues to-
gether.

On Friday, Jan. 23 from 2 
to 3:30 p.m., anyone 18+ is 
encouraged to sign up to craft 
Paper Quilled Greeting Cards, 
which is a good chance for a 
hands-on project! The next 

day, on Jan. 24 from Noon 
to 1:30 p.m., similar to the 
teen’s activity of recreating 
Van Gogh’s famous artwork, 
adults are also able to attend 
their own. 

Any adult can recreate the 
artwork Sea at Les Saintes-
Maries-de-la-Mer with cray-
ons!

Looking for weekly 
events for your young ones? 
Every Tuesday from 9:30 to 
10:30 a.m., the library holds 
the Grow Play Learn week-
ly playgroup for little ones 
ages 0 to six. Another week-
ly event for little ones called 
Story Art, happens every Fri-
day at 10:30 a.m. for children 
ages four to six with hands-on 
creative activities.

Are you looking to get 
into holding great discus-
sions? The Great Discussions 
group encourages you to sign 

up.
Meeting once a week from 

February to March, the group 
discusses critical issues fac-
ing the country. 

Have any technology 
issues? Every Friday after-
noon, the Wilbraham Monson 
Academy Community Ser-
vice Team visits the library 

to help the public with any 
technology issues they may 
be experiencing. 

All of these events are 
open to all. Although some 
programs may require regis-
tration, all of these events are 
open to the public. 

The public library, also, 
offers a variety of virtual 

events for those who are un-
able to attend in-person. A 
common one, for example, is 
chatting and holding lectures 
with authors where viewers 
are able to submit questions. 

The librarians of the Wil-
braham Public Library do 
their best to consider the 
needs and wants of the com-
munity they serve. 

“We think about what has 
been popular or in-demand in 
the past, and we also consider 
what new subjects/ideas we 
can introduce,” Teen Librari-
an Rachel Hapgood and Adult 
Services Librarian, Emilie 
Lang said. 

Winter can be a challeng-
ing season for library event 
programming with many peo-
ple traveling or simply stay-
ing home because of the cold 
weather. 

“We strive to plan a vari-
ety of programs—hands-on, 
discussion-based, etc.—that 
may bring people to the li-
brary,” Hapgood and Lang 
stated how they try to combat 
the isolation of the winter sea-
son with warmth and commu-

nity. 
They both mentioned that 

school vacations are also the 
perfect time to visit the library 
to pick up books, DVDs, vid-
eo games or attend an event 
with a friend. 

Library Director Melissa 
Harter explained how librar-
ies are so much more than just 
books these days.

”Public libraries are the 
community center where ev-
eryone is welcome and comes 
together to discuss, learn and 
solve problems. Public librar-
ies are truly a treasure!” Har-
ter said.

This winter program was 
made possible by the Wilbra-
ham Friends of the Library’s 
donations and volunteers, 
Pathways for Parents, as well 
as the Teen Advisory Board’s 
participation and collabora-
tion. 

If you’d like to find out 
more about these events, 
clubs, or resources, you can 
visit: https://wilbraham.lib-
net.info/events to see the 
Wilbraham Public Library’s 
event calendar.

EVENTS from page 1

Turley photo by Natalie Proulx

The Winter Reading Challenge Display at the Wilbraham Public 
Library.
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

WINTER HOURS: OPEN MON - FRI.  7AM – 8PM
OPEN SAT. & SUN. 7AM – 7PM

 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH
FOR GOOD HEALTH!
SPECIALS JANUARY 21-27SPECIALS JANUARY 21-27
Fresh Blueberries Pint Size ............$3.99
Fresh Blackberries 6oz Size 2 For $5.00
Jumbo California Seedless 
Navel Oranges ....................5 For $4.00
Locally Grown Potatoes ~ 
Red & White All Purpose 5 lb Bags $2.99 
Sweet Red, Yellow & Orange 
Peppers ................................... $2.99 lb
Seedless Cucumbers 
Hot House ...........................2 For $3.00
Grade A 
Large White Eggs ... 2 Dozen For $5.00
Boar’s Head
Black Forest Ham ................. $11.99 lb
Boar’s Head 
Wisconsin Cheddar Cheese .... $8.99 lb

COLORFUL BLOOMINGCOLORFUL BLOOMING
PRIMROSEPRIMROSE
4 for $12.00! 4 for $12.00! 
$3.99 each $3.99 each 4 inch pots4 inch pots

Big Game Sunday, Feb. 8thBig Game Sunday, Feb. 8th
BIG GAME MENUBIG GAME MENU

Sat. & Sun., Feb. 7th & 8th Sat. & Sun., Feb. 7th & 8th 
ALL YOUR FAVORITES ALL YOUR FAVORITES 

TO TACKLE THE MUNCHIESTO TACKLE THE MUNCHIES
Wings, Gumbo, Chili, Ribs & More!Wings, Gumbo, Chili, Ribs & More!

Valentine’s Day
Saturday, Feb. 14th

“Fall In Love With 
Roses All Over Again”

Beautiful Long Stem Roses
BY THE STEM OR BY THE DOZEN

Mood Boosting 
“Vitamin F” For Flowers!
Red “Motivation” 
BOUQUETS

$14.99

Colorful Fresh CutColorful Fresh Cut
TULIPSTULIPS

10 Stem Bunches

$9.99$9.99  

Units & Sizes Available:
Climate Controlled 5x10/10x10

Regular Units 5x10/10x10/10x15/10x20/10x30 Climate Controlled Units Available

Outside Parking Spaces Also 
Available for Boats, RVs, Trailers, Etc.

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The Se-
lect Board recapped a Jan. 
7 Finance Committee dis-
cussion during their Jan. 12 
meeting. 

Clerk Sue Bunnell thought 
it was “the best kind of lay-
ing the groundwork, going 
through the basics.”

“Finance 101, Budget 101 
sort of thing that I’ve seen 
and I would actually call it 
more like 101 and 201. Re-
ally masterful job of going 
through the budget document 
and through the sources of 
revenue and expenditures and 
all of that, how to work with 
the document itself,” Bunnell 
said. “Masterful job done by 
everybody. Barbara was there, 
Derek did a great job doing a 
lot of the detailed presenta-
tion of moving things around 
and where to find things and 
then Assessor Chris O’Keefe 
and his staff were there as 
well to field some questions. 
It was a great meeting.”

After Vice Chair Marc 
Ducey noted the information 
presented by O’Keefe was 
helpful, Chair Michael Squin-
do said he had reviewed the 
presentation as he was unable 
to attend the meeting that day.

“I actually found that very 
helpful, so I can only imagine 
that with discussion to fill in 
the gap, that that would be 
helpful,” Squindo said. 

“It was also was kind of 
a great refresher about the 

breadth and depth of experi-
ence and knowledge and ex-
pertise based on the questions 
that were being asked by 
members of the committee,” 
Bunnell said. 

On potential FinCom re-
quests to the board, Breault 
said there was a request by 
one of the members for the 
Jan. 14 meeting to discuss the 
Community Preservation Act.

“Consideration to be—
from the Finance Commit-
tee—to see if there’s desire 
to bring to the Select Board 
a warrant article that would 
call for its elimination of the 
Community Preservation 
Act,” Breault said. “Elimi-
nation is one option, there 
could be discussion of re-
ducing it and so forth. So, 
there will be discussion this 
Wednesday and, also, to let 
the board know that the chair 
of the CPC was notified that 
this would be coming up as a 
topic.”

After Ducey noted he’d 
want to hear what FinCom 
has to say on this, Squindo 
asked Breault what would 
happen if the Community 
Preservation Act is eliminat-
ed, what’s the process “re-
garding money that’s been 
infused by the state, money 
that exists currently.”

“As they’re thinking about 
it, even if they don’t have the 
answers or we don’t have 
it for Wednesday, just as a 
question of process,” Squindo 
said. 

“I don’t have insight,” 
Breault said.

Bunnell then noted infor-
mation from the Community 
Preservation Coalition web-
site that asks questions.

“No town has ever suc-
cessfully repealed it, but you 
could drop to a percentage to 
as low as 0.5% from where it 
is currently,” Bunnell said. “I 
think it would also be useful 
to see information at the town 
level because there’s certain-
ly been millions of dollars of 
investment and use to which 
it was put.”

For Ducey, he wished “the 
state would reconsider some 
of the legislation itself.”

“Where we wanted to 
spend our money, then we 
should be able to spend our 
money. Whether or not we can 
accept the grant from the state 
effectively, and that’s a whole 
different discussion,” Ducey 
said. “If we could do that, I’d 
love to keep it in place. But 
we can’t do that and so we’re 
locking ourselves into some-
thing that’s only matching at 
18% now. It’s problematic.”

Item #2 Breault shared 
was the FinCom chair dis-
cussing the town taking over 
the oversight and manage-
ment of facilities manage-
ment of school buildings in 
Wilbraham.

“With the concept of 
whatever efficiencies are 
gained by doing that, which 
presumably would fall under 
the expansion of the depart-
ment of Facilities Mainte-
nance, under Sam Boyd, for 
any efficiencies that could 
be gained by doing do for 

those funds to be earmarked 
towards the schools for edu-
cational purposes. That was 
the general idea that I got out 
of that proposal that I expect 
they’re going to have that dis-
cussion this Wednesday and 
going forward,” Breault said. 
“But things to be brought for-
ward to the Select Board’s 
attention if the committee 
wants to present that.”

Ducey recalled this item 
as it was brought to him years 
ago and he thought about it 
for a while.

“There’s a lot there to un-
ravel if we do decide to go 
in that direction. So, I think, 
actually, it’s an interesting 
discussion and I think it’s ac-
tually worth looking at,” Du-
cey said. “There’s a lot there 
to unpack.”

“And it has implications 
for the district agreement and 
for the leases,” Bunnell said. 

Other factors included 
staffing and impact to the 
town of Hampden.

“But, I do think there 
might be some efficiencies to 
be gained that way. I mean, as 
we look at Wilbraham Mid-
dle School, I think we start 
to question about the main-
tenance that’s been done, 
I don’t know, over the last 
number of years. Perhaps, we 
would be more in tune to that 
if that was us,” Ducey said. 

For item #3, Breault 
thought it was about Memo-
rial School but was unsure, so 
Squindo said the board would 
circle back on that after they 
find out more information.

Select Board recaps FinCom meeting

WILBRAHAM/HAMP-
DEN - Calling all kids: the 
2026 Snowman Building 
Contest is back.

Winter fun is officially on 
the horizon, and the Wilbra-
ham Junior Women’s Club is 
inviting kids across Wilbra-
ham and Hampden to grab 
their mittens, roll up some 
snow, and let their imagi-
nations run wild! The 2026 
Snowman Building Contest 
is here, and it promises frosty 
fun, friendly competition, and 
fantastic prizes.

Young snow artists are 
encouraged to build their 
best, silliest, most creative 
snowman and snap a photo 
featuring the 2026 Snow-
man Building Contest fly-
er, which can be found on 
the club’s website at www.
WilbrahamJuniorWomens.
org. Once the masterpiece is 
complete, parents or guard-

ians should post the photo 
to the Wilbraham-Hampden 
Snowman Contest Facebook 
page. Entries will be accepted 
throughout the winter season.

Winners will be chosen by 
the Junior Women’s club and 
announced on the Facebook 
Page at the end of the season.

Prizes will be awarded to 
three top snow creations:
•	 First Prize: $30, a trophy, 

and ultimate bragging 
rights

•	 Second Prize: $25
•	 Third Prize: $20

The Snowman Building 
Contest is proudly sponsored 
by the Wilbraham Junior 
Women’s Club, an organiza-
tion dedicated to supporting 
local programs, charities, and 
community events in Wilbra-
ham and surrounding towns.

Have questions about the 
contest, the club, or interest-
ed in joining the Wilbraham 

Junior Women’s Club? Visit 
www.WilbrahamJuniorWom-
ens.org to learn more. You 
can also contact Barbara Cro-
teau at barbcroteau@gmail.
com.

So when the snow starts 
falling, don’t stay inside—get 
building, get creative, and 
get clicking. Your snowman 
could be a winner! 

Snowman Contest 2026

Women’s Club 
January meeting

WILBRAHAM - St. Ce-
cilia Women’s Club next 
meeting is on Thursday, Jan. 
29 from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. It’s our annual Card & 
Game Party Luncheon! Join 
us for an afternoon of lively 
fun, warm connections and 
friendship. 

Enjoy card games and 
board games after a delicious 
lunch and dessert; then take 
part in our exciting raffle 
filled with fantastic prizes. 
It’s a delightful way to spend 
your day while supporting 
our charitable contributions!

Everyone is welcome! 
Bring a friend and be part of 
the fun.

WILBRAHAM - Evan-
gel Assembly is excited to 
announce our Open Door 
Open Mic Night, a vibrant 
community event taking 
place on Saturday, Feb. 21, 
2026, at 7 p.m. at Evangel 
Assembly, located at 348 
Stony Hill Road, Wilbraham 
in the East Wing. 

This event is open to 
all, inviting guests to enjoy 
a night of diverse perfor-
mances or take the stage 
themselves for a five-minute 
performance of their choice. 
Whether you’re a singer, 
poet, comedian, or story-

teller, this is your chance to 
shine! 

Open Mic participants 
can sign up to perform by 
visiting https://evangelas-
sembly.churchcenter.com/
people/forms/1120002. 

Spectators are welcome 
to come, relax, and enjoy an 
evening of local talent and 
entertainment in a warm, 
welcoming atmosphere.

“We’re thrilled to open 
our doors to the communi-
ty for a night of creativity 
and connection,” said 
Steve Devereaux, the Open 
Mic Organizer at Evangel 

Assembly. “This event 
is all about celebrating 
the diverse talents of our 
neighbors and fostering a 
sense of togetherness.”

Join us for an unfor-
gettable evening filled 
with laughter, music, and 
inspiration. Admission is 
free, there will be coffee and 
treats for donations, and all 
are welcome. 

For more information or 
to register for a performance 
slot, visit https://evangelas-
sembly.churchcenter.com/
people/forms/1120002.

Evangel Assembly Hosts Open Door 
Open Mic Night in Wilbraham
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$179
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK LOIN CHOPS or ROAST 

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
1/22/26-1/28/261/22/26-1/28/26

USDA INSP. FRESH

WHOLE CHICKEN TWIN PAK .............

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

SNOW CRAB CLUSTER COOKED .

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SARA LEE
CHOCOLATE CREAM PIE 19.6 OZ ... 

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$999
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN TRAY PAK ...

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ...........

ea$444

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

TAILGATE SPECIALS

$298
lb

lb

$499
USDA INSP. 
TURKEY BREAST ..................
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$399
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN 
RIB END or LOIN END ...........

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN MARINATED
1/2 CHICKEN .....................
USDA INSP. FROZEN
FULLY COOKED W/BBQ RUB 
ST. LOUIS PORK RIBS ....... lb

lb
$299

$299

$144

$168
BEEF CHUCK 

STEAK or ROAST
lb

WHOLE WHOLE 
OR HALFOR HALF

USDA INSP. 
SMOKED PORK 
SHOULDER PICNIC .....................$266

lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$399
lb

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE lb

$122
lb

$777

$599
lb

lb

BEEF STRIPLOIN

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

REGION - Pioneer Valley 
Financial Group is proud to 
partner with Rachel’s Table 
of Western Massachusetts, 
donating $10,000 in support 
of the organization’s mission 
to alleviate hunger and reduce 
food waste throughout the re-
gion.

Rachel’s Table works to 
address food insecurity by 
rescuing surplus food and re-
distributing it to those in need, 
while also offering programs 
that educate and empower the 
community. Through food 
rescue, gleaning initiatives, 
gardening, and cooking edu-
cation, the organization helps 
individuals and families build 
skills, resilience, and access 
to nutritious food.

“Support like this helps 
ensure our neighbors can 
grow food, build resilience, 
and nourish their communi-
ties for years to come,” says 
Jodi Falk, Executive Director 
of Rachel’s Table. 

PV Financial is excited 
to be part of Rachel’s Table’s 
journey through both learning 

and hands-on volunteerism. 
The two organizations have 
already begun working close-
ly together to identify mean-
ingful ways to support the 
mission based on team mem-
bers’ skills and interests. Ear-
ly discussions have focused 

on the various locations Ra-
chel’s Table serves and how 
PV Financial can best contrib-
ute to their ongoing efforts.

“Their story is so compel-
ling, and they give back to the 
community in a truly unique 
way,” says Karen Nogueira, 

Partner and Director of Cli-
ent Relations at PV Financial 
Group. “Both PV Financial 
Group and Rachel’s Table 
have come so far since their 
beginnings, and there really 
is no better feeling than doing 
good for those around us.”

COMMUNITY

PV Partners with Rachel’s Table of WMass

ary line is also on track.
“Absent any major prob-

lems. Hopefully, no injuries 
or anything like that. We 
never know what could hap-
pen. I mean, recently, we’ve 
had some slips and falls on 
ice in town, just with police 
officers. So, you never know 
when someone’s going to 
get injured or anything like 
that. We can’t really antici-
pate that,” Bruno said. “Oth-
erwise, we’re in pretty good 
shape right now, so on track.”

For future items, Bruno 
said the police department 
is working on getting fully 
staffed through one addition-
al officer, a detective position.

“That being said, with 
contractual obligations and 
everything going into fiscal 
‘27, I’m hopeful that we can 
stay level-funded. Obvious-
ly, we have those contractual 
needs that we need to meet 
and at full-staffing, I think it 
will be a little bit tight, ab-
solutely,” Bruno said. “The 
building’s in pretty good 
standing. I’ve been working 
with Herb on a couple of 
things there. Hopefully, no 
huge costs coming in there in 
terms of building and mainte-
nance. A few heating issues 
there that we’re working on.” 

Another goal is recruiting 
more reserve officers.

“Talking to the current 
staff at the union and looking 

at the bigger picture, we are 
certainly down numbers in 
that reserve core. So, that’s 
something I’m looking to try 
to bolster up a bit, adding one 
or two because it’s very little 
cost to us to add them, but it 
saves us on the bottom line on 
that salary line,” Bruno said. 

Another capital need is a 
police cruiser.

“We haven’t had one in 
a couple of years. That’s 
something we certainly need. 
We’re getting, as we say, long 
in the tooth on mileage and 
wear and tear on those cars. It 
will end up costing us more in 
the long run,” Bruno said.

He added he’s interest-
ed in discussing with other 
department heads on how to 
work on this. 

Another item was the re-

placement of firearms, in-
cluding on-duty handguns.

“I’m working on some es-
timates now and some other 
ideas on how to reduce those 
costs. But, that is another cap-
ital-type request that I’m go-
ing to be coming to the board 
with,” Bruno said.

Fire Department
Fire Chief Ed Poulin said 

the fire department is doing 
well, with a new forestry 
truck arriving in February and 
new reporting software going 
live on Feb. 1.

“As far as budgets, we’ve 
had a few hiccups in mainte-
nance. We’ve had to buy some 
tires for the tanker and we just 
had the manifold go on our 
engine too. So, that’s out of 
service for a couple weeks, 

it’s over getting repaired. It’s 
going to be custom-part. The 
truck’s 26 years old, so no 
one has that part in stock. It 
was custom-built probably 
anyway,” Poulin said.

Chair John Flynn noted 
the fire department has “a 
reputation of doing a lot of 
the work as you can.”

“As these get more and 
more complex, the opportuni-
ty for self-service goes away, 
right?” Flynn said.

Poulin replied yes, with 
a few vendors switched over 
time to save money, including 
WB Hill in East Longmead-
ow who works with tanks and 
pumps and other items.

The fire department itself 
is doing the small repairs, 
thanks to help from Peter 
Hatch.

“They’re willing to take 
the job on. We’ve used it for 
a few other problems we’ve 
had in the past. They’ve been 
reasonable, they’ve been real-
ly quick to take it in and get it 
back to us,” Poulin said. “So, 
it’s a win-win. We don’t have 
to travel very far with our 
truck.”

On capital needs, Poulin 
said they’re good as the cur-
rent focus is the new fire 
station and signing the OPM 
contract, Flynn added was 
revised to better support the 
town. Another contract for 
the design architect is also on 
the list.

Another item will be fill-

ing a position as a firefighter 
was promoted to lieutenant. 

“I think we should be 
pretty solid going forward,” 
Poulin said.

Highway Department
Highway Superintendent 

Mark Langone said FY26 is 
looking on track. 

“There is one account I 
am a little concerned about 
and that’s our Road Machin-
ery Maintenance Account. 
We’re lucky to have a few 
employees who are pretty 
mechanically inclined. That’s 
really helping to save with 
some repairs and stuff,” Lan-
gone said.

Langone agreed that send-
ing things out “is not getting 
any cheaper” and with the 
technology “that these trucks 
have, even our dump trucks, 
you’re looking at specialized 
technicians that need to work 
on it.”

“Of course, the labor rate 
or the shop rate goes up, the 
parts are up,” Langone said. 
“I’m not throwing in the tow-
el yet, but I’m watching that 
account.”

On FY27, Langone said 
he’ll see how he ends the year.

“I still have inspections 
to do for the whole fleet. I 
may look to bump that up a 
couple thousand. On the flip 
side, there’s some accounts 
that I think I can scale back 
a little on. So, I think that’ll 
help,” Langone said. “One of 

them will be my catch bases 
and cleaning account. So, I’ve 
been watching that account 
the last few years...we’re at 
the point where we’re not us-
ing any sand, period. That’s 
helping a lot with our catch 
basing, cleaning and also 
our street sweeping. With the 
catch basing and cleaning, I 
haven’t scaled back on that 
account yet, only because 
that’s by the hour and any-
thing could happen. I think 
I’m at a point where I can 
maybe trim a decent amount 
off of that account.”

Langone added he’s been 
fortunate to have a low-bid 
contractor and they are inter-
ested in renewing their con-
tract, praising the worker who 
“helped really save us a lot of 
money.”

Langone’s capital con-
cerns were the loader—which 
would help with plowing the 
new town hall parking lot—
and replacing a 2004 dump 
truck.

“But with that, one of my 
thoughts is to downsize a 
little bit. Not get such a big, 
expensive dump truck,” Lan-
gone said.

On if Chapter 90 could be 
used to buy the loader, Lan-
gone explained purchase of 
equipment does qualify.

Langone said, overall, the 
department is in good shape 
and will review what FY27 
will look like. 

Photo courtesy of Brian Domina

The Selectboard, joined by the Advisory Committee, hosted 
their budget roundtable with town departments on Jan. 12. 

BUDGET from page 1

Nomination papers available 
WILBRAHAM - Wilbraham Town Clerk’s Office is an-

nouncing that nomination papers are now available for place-
ment of your name as a candidate on the Saturday, May 16, 
2026 Annual Town Election ballot. 

The last day to obtain nomination papers is Wednesday, 
March 25, 2026. 

The positions being voted that day are: 

• 1 Select Board member for 3 years 
• 1 Assessor for 3 years 
• 2 Regional School Committee members for 3 years 
• 1 Cemetery Commissioner for 3 years 
• 1 Cemetery Commissioner for 2 years
• 1 Water Commissioner for 3 years
• 2 Library Trustees for 3 years
• 1 Planning Board Member for 5 years
• 1 Wilbraham Housing Authority member for 5 years. 

The deadline for submission to the Registrars for certifica-
tion is Friday, March 27, 2026 at 5 p.m. Fifty (50) signatures 
from registered Wilbraham voters are required to have a name 
listed on the ballot as a candidate. 

We suggest calling our office to set up an appointment to 
pick up the papers. Contact the Town Clerk’s Office at 596-
2800, ext. 200 if you have any questions. 

Office hours are Monday thru Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

WILBRAHAM - The 
Wilbraham Public Library 
Cookbook Club is meeting on 
Wednesday,  Feb. 4, at 6:30 
p.m.

This month’s selection is 
“What Goes With What” by 
Julia Turshen.

Please let the library know 
what you’re bringing when 
registering so we do not du-
plicate recipes. Cooking is 
encouraged but not required 

for attendance. Copies of the 
book are available now at the 
Service Desk.    

The Cookbook Club 
meets on the first Wednesday 
of every other month at 6:30 
p.m.

This program is free and 
open to the public, and regis-
tration is required. For more 
information or to register, 
please call the library at 413-
596-6141.

Cookbook Club at the 
Wilbraham Public Library

WILBRAHAM - Do 
you have about one minute a 
month to help make Wilbra-
ham better?

The Town of Wilbraham is 
working with FlashVote to en-
gage the community and gath-
er valuable input from resi-
dents to inform our decisions.

We encourage residents 
to sign up here now: https://
www.flashvote.com/wilbra-

hamma or call 775-235-2240 
to participate by phone or text 
only.

Sign up takes less than 
one minute and your input 
is always kept anonymous. 
Personal or demographic in-
formation collected by Flash-
Vote is never shared with the 
Town or anyone else. When 
residents sign up, they can 
determine how surveys are 

received – whether by email, 
text or phone call. They will 
receive a notification whenev-
er there is a new survey, and 
they will have 48 hours to par-
ticipate before voting closes. 
Once a survey is closed, ev-
eryone who participated will 
automatically receive a sum-
mary of the overall results and 
be able to see how their re-
sponses compare to the group.

Select Board Chair Mi-
chael Squindo said, “The 
Select Board is very excited 
to use the input collected in 
these surveys to inform deci-
sion making for the Town in 
ways that serve our residents 
better.”

Sign up now so you don’t 
miss the first survey – coming 
soon!

FlashVote sign ups coming soon to Wilbraham
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TheLocalTableNTap.com
(413) 279-1198 • TheLocalTableNTap@gmail.com

 2039 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

SUN 9:00am - 9:00pm
Mon-WED 11:00am - 9:00pm

THURS-SAT 11:00am - 10:00pm
Bar Open Late

Get Local at Home with
FACEBOOK INSTAGRAM

THURSDAY
Prime Rib Night

served with potato, veg

WEDNESDAY
All Pastas $20!

Try one in our House Made 
Bread Bowls

Our Famous Brunch! 
Saturday & Sunday 9:00am-Noon 

Fax: 413-267-3496
Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com

www.richardgreeninsurance.com

• AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE

32 Somers Rd. 
Hampden, MA

566-0028

128 Main St.
Monson, MA

267-3495

Two Locations:

Please Visit Our Website For an 
Auto, Homeowners, or Life Insurance Quotes

• Great Locations • Registry Service
• Quotes Gladly Given • We Make Housecalls

May Your Holidays 
Be Merry & Bright!

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – In the eve-
ning of Jan. 8, the Gre-
mio-Lusitano Club opened 
their doors for the Eighth 
annual First Responders Ap-
preciation Dinner, hosted by 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
and Pioneer Valley Financial 
Group. From a photobooth 
and a dance area, a friendly 
competition of battle of the 
badges, and numerous raffle 
prizes for adults and toys for 
kids, the dinner was only a 
part of the fun! 

The night was open and 
free to first responders who 
work and live in Ludlow, 
Wilbraham, Hampden and 
included police, fire, state 
police, EMTs, dispatchers, 
department retirees, and all 
families. The event by Sgt. 
Joshua D. Desforges VFW 
Post 3236, which recently 
merged with VFW Post 625 
in Chicopee and Holyoke last 
year, had a goal to recognize 
first responders and their on-
going efforts within the com-
munities. 

Speaking with Director 
of Veterans Services Eric Se-
gundo, he explained how he 
defines the title first respond-
ers and the partnerships with-
in the community to make 
this event happen. 

“First responders repre-
sent courage under pressure, 

compassion in crisis, and pro-
fessionalism in uncertainty. 
They are the calm voice on 
the phone, the steady hands 
in the chaos, and the reas-
suring presence when every-
thing feels out of control. At 
their core, first responders are 
people who choose-again and 
again-to place the safety and 
well-being of others ahead of 
their own comfort, and some-
times ahead of their own lives. 
That commitment deserves 
not only our gratitude, but our 
respect, support, and care. For 
the last eight years we have 
partnered with PV Financial 
to honor our first responders. 
Other businesses have pro-
vided support to complete the 
event,” said Segundo. 

Speaking with Auxilia-
ry President 
Kara Smith 
of VFW Post 
3236, Smith 
explained how 
she got in-
volved within 
the group and 
how it soon 
became a 
family affair. 
“The auxiliary 
are the fam-
ily members 
of the VFW, so 
we also come 
and support the event. We are 
selling calendars and that’s 
for the auxiliary to help raise 
money and do all this, we 
come and help out. Auxiliary 

is mostly the family mem-
bers, the daughters, sons, 
grandchildren, wives, spouses 
of the people that are in the 
VFW. We are here to support 
them and all the events they 

do, but we also do our own. 
I’m part of the auxiliary be-
cause my mother and my fa-
ther are both part of the VFW. 
We try to be the family sup-
port and these types of events, 

you have people commending 
the military and the veterans 
and also the family behind 
them,” said Smith.

Smith continued, “The 
event was 100% free and a 
way to give back and thank 
them for everything they do. 
I grew up in the military and 
the first responders are do-
ing the same thing military, 
they’re just protecting closer 
to home. We want to show 

them that we support them, 
just like they support us. We 
always want to be there for 
them,” ended Smith.

Segundo ended by thank-
ing our first responders, 
“Thank you to our first re-
sponders for your courage, 
sacrifice, and unwavering ser-
vice. We are grateful for all 
you do to keep our communi-
ty safe-today and always.”

VFW presents 8th annual first responders appreciation dinner

Turley Photos by Amanda Munson

Held at the Gremio Lusitano Club in Town, people came from 
all over to eat and have a chance to win some prizes.

The First Responders Appreciation Dinner was proudly hosted by the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars and the Pioneer Valley Financial Group of Ludlow. 

WILBRAHAM - The 
Select Board announces 
the deadline to submit pe-
titioned warrant articles for 
the Annual Town Meeting is 
Friday, January 30, 2026 at 
Noon. 

The Annual Town Meet-
ing will be held on Monday, 

May 11, 2026. Petitions may 
be obtained in the Town 
Clerk’s Office. 

Petitioned warrant ar-
ticles must be returned to 
the Select Board’s Office. 
Petitioned Articles must 
have signatures of ten (10) 
registered voters, as verified 

by the Registrars, to be in-
cluded on the Annual Town 
Meeting Warrant. 

Petitioned articles will 
be placed in the Warrant ver-
batim. The Town of Wilbra-
ham does not provide legal 
review or counsel on the text 
of the petition language.

ATM Warrant Articles deadline
WILBRAHAM - Follow-

ing a well-attended initial 
information session earli-
er this month, the Town of 
Wilbraham’s Department of 
Veterans Services is invit-
ing community members to 
continue participating in the 
formation of a new volun-
teer-driven veterans support 
organization.

The first meeting drew 15 
participants, including Vet-
erans, family members, and 
community supporters. Veter-
ans Services Director Patrick 
Renna  expressed apprecia-
tion for the strong turnout and 
productive discussion.

“The engagement at our 
first meeting showed there 
is real interest in building 
a meaningful, communi-

ty-based effort to support 
Veterans,” said Renna.

At the upcoming meeting, 
participants will focus on sev-
eral key next steps, including:

Determining the organiza-
tion’s official name
•	 Seeking volunteers 

for founding leadership 
roles, including Chair, Co-
Chair, and Secretary

•	 Developing a clear mission 
statement

•	 Defining the group’s iden-
tity as a Veteran-friendly 
organization focused on 
outreach, benefit aware-
ness, and fostering connec-
tion and camaraderie

•	 Gathering ideas to begin 
building an events calendar
One of the first concepts 

discussed was the creation of 

a Veterans Coffee Hour, like-
ly to be held on a monthly ba-
sis, to provide connection and 
fellowship for local Veterans.

The next meeting will 
focus on further formalizing 
the group’s structure and di-
rection.

Next Meeting: Wednes-
day, Feb. 11, 5  p.m., Wilbra-
ham Senior Center

Participation is open to all 
Veterans, family members, 
and community residents of 
Wilbraham and Hampden. 

Those planning to attend 
are asked to  RSVP  to Pat-
rick Renna to help ensure 
adequate planning:  pren-
n a @ w i l b r a h a m - m a . g ov 
413-596-8379, ext. 314 
(voicemail accepted)

Friends of the Veterans of Wilbraham to meet Feb. 11
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Letters to the editor should be 
350 words or less in length. No un-
signed or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter writers to 
include his or her town of residence 
and home telephone number. We 
must authenticate authorship prior 
to publication. We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any submissions 
deemed to be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, personal 
attacks, defamation of character and 
offensive language. All unknown or al-
leged facts and quotations offered by 
the author need to cite credible, unbi-
ased sources. Send letters to: Editor, 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 24 Water 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to krivers@
turley.com. The deadline for submis-
sions is Thursday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly correct 

factual errors that appear in this paper 
and can be substantiated. Corrections 
or clarifications will always appear on 
the editorial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in an e-mail 
or mailed communication to the editor 
at the above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 
is published every Thursday by Turley 
Publications, Inc. One year out of town 
subscriptions are available at $45, out 
of state $50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for submission 
of news material, letters to the editor 
and photos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for submit-
ted photos.

Editorial 
Policy

VIEWPOINTS

Election letters
to the editor

welcome
The Wilbraham-Hampden 

Times welcomes readers to 
participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to 
the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words 
from local residents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be sent 
to Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 
care of Turley Publications, 24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed 
to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
krivers@turley.com. Please include 
a daytime telephone number for 
verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered 
for that Thursday’s newspaper. 
No attack letters will be printed. 
No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy 
will be printed. If the volume of 
letters received is larger than the 
space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, 
the newspaper reserves the right 
to print a representative sample. 
No endorsement letters will be 
printed in the last edition before the 
election. 

For more information, call the 
editor at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election 

coverage, the newspaper plans to 
print stories about contested races 
for Congress, state Senate, state 
House, district attorney and Gov-
ernor’s Council during the weeks 
leading up to the election, as well 
as a question-and-answer voters 
guide. In order to ensure fairness 
to all candidates, no political press 
releases will be printed, nor will 
reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to 
further publicize their candidacy, 
beliefs and events may contact ad-
vertising, 413-283-8393 about paid 
advertising in Wilbraham-Hampden 
Times.

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters
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Dear Rusty: 
A friend told me about 

what he believes is a strange 
thing in the Social Security 
system. 

His wife reached her full 
retirement age of 66 several 
years ago. She delayed fil-
ing for Social Security past 
her FRA and claimed on 
her 68th birthday in June 
of that year, exactly two 
years after her FRA. When 
she filed, she was told she 
would receive approximate-
ly $300 per month, which, 
of course, was more than 
she would have received at 
her FRA. 

She was told however 
that she would only receive 
$300 per month as of Jan. 1 
of the following year. Be-
tween June of the year she 
turned 68 and filed for SS 
until the end of that year, she 
would receive an amount 
less than $300. This lower 
amount was the amount she 
would have received if she 
had filed in December, the 
year she turned 67. She said 
she was told that was how 
SS works. She would nev-
er receive the difference in 
benefits she lost from June 
through December of the 
year she filed. If the above 
is true, can you explain? 

Signed: Astounded 
Friend

Dear Astounded: 
What your friend de-

scribed is, indeed, a unique 
methodology for how So-
cial Security handles bene-
fit payments for those who 
choose to wait beyond their 
Full Retirement Age to 
claim SS benefits. To un-
derstand it, let me first de-
scribe how Social Security 
retirement benefits are cal-
culated. 

At Full Retirement Age, 
a person is entitled to 100% 
of the SS benefit they have 
earned from a lifetime of 
working. That FRA bene-
fit amount is known as the 
person’s “Primary Insur-
ance Amount” and is based 
upon the highest earning 35 
years over the individual’s 
lifetime. 

From those past years, 
average lifetime month-
ly earnings are comput-
ed, known as the person’s 
“Average Indexed Month-
ly Earnings.” Their AIME 
is subjected to a formula 
which yields their Prima-
ry Insurance Amount – the 
benefit the person is entitled 
to in the month they attain 
their full retirement age – 
typically about 40% of the 
person’s average monthly 
lifetime earnings. Howev-
er, if the person chooses to 
do so, they can wait beyond 
their FRA to claim Social 
Security to get a monthly 
benefit even higher than 
their PIA, by earning De-
layed Retirement Credits.

DRCs are applied to 
the person’s PIA when 
they claim Social Security. 
For each month after FRA 

the person claims, they 
will have .667% added to 
their PIA. That means that 
for each full year of delay, 
that person will get an ex-
tra 8% added to their PIA. 
For someone (like your 
friend’s wife) who claimed 
24 months after her FRA, 
she would receive a benefit 
16% higher than her FRA 
amount. However, Social 
Security normally only ap-
plies DRCs in January of 
each year.

So, even though your 
friend’s wife claimed her 
SS benefits in June, 24 
months after her FRA, she 
would initially only get the 
DRCs she had accumulat-
ed through the end of the 
previous year - in this case, 
about 18 months’ worth of 
DRCs or an SS payment 
about 12% higher than her 
PIA (her FRA amount). 

She would not get her 
remaining earned DRCs 
(another 4%) until January 
of the following year. So, 
in effect, the wife’s initial 
benefit didn’t reflect all her 
earned DRCs until her later 
January benefit payment. 
Thus, the wife essentially 
lost that extra benefit mon-
ey for the period between 
June and December of the 
year she claimed Social Se-
curity. In other words, she 
wouldn’t get the full 16% 
amount until SS applied 
the additional 4% DRCs to 
her benefit payment the fol-
lowing January. And that is 
why your friend’s wife ini-
tially received a payment a 
bit less than the $300 Social 
Security said she was enti-
tled to by waiting two years 
after her FRA to claim. 

This surprises many 
who choose to wait beyond 
their full retirement age 
to claim Social Security. 
But, curiously, this pro-
cess doesn’t apply to those 
who wait until age 70 to 
claim their SS benefits. For 
those who wait until age 70 
to claim, Social Security 
will immediately apply all 
DRCs that they have accu-
mulated and provide them 
with their maximum SS 
benefit immediately. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended 
for information purposes 
and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the Na-
tional Social Security As-
sociation  To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC.                                

Why didn’t my friend’s wife 
get all her SS immediately?

A resident of Lake 
Lashaway saw her 
first ever evening 

grosbeak in the morning at 
her feeder on Sunday, Jan. 4.

The evening grosbeak is 
an eight inch long, chunky, 
thick billed finch, which wan-
ders widely in winter.

The males are yellow and 
brown with black and white 
wings. The females are gray 
with white and black wings. 
Both sexes have a thick bill. 
They have notched, square 
tipped tails and pointed 
wings.

Often evening grosbeaks 
visit feeders in large flocks. 
They inhabit conifer forests 
and in winter are seen in box 
elders, maples and fruiting 
shrubs. They breed in the co-
niferous and mixed forests. 
They are seen in spruce and 
fir trees in the northern for-
ests and pines in the western 
mountains. They are seen in 
winter in deciduous wood-
lands and semi-open country. 
Their song is a series of short, 
musical whistles. Their call 
note is similar to the chirp of 
a house sparrow, but louder.

The female lays three to 
four pale blue to blue green, 
blotched with brown, gray 
or purple eggs. The female 
does all the incubating, but 
the male may feed the female 
during this time. Both parents 
feed the nestlings.

Their diet is mostly seeds 
and some berries and insects. 
They prefer seeds of box el-
der, ash, maple, locust and 
other trees. At feeders, they 
prefer sunflower seeds. They 
also will feed on oozing ma-
ple sap. They extended their 
breeding range eastward in 
the 19th century and early 

2 0 t h 
cen tu -
ry. The 
popula-
tion de-
c l i n e d 
in the east in recent years.

Other birds at 
Lake Lashawy 

The Lake Lashaway res-
ident also had red cardinals, 
blue jays galore, gold finches 
and a red bellied woodpecker. 
She said bald eagles are very  
common visitors on the lake.

Brimfield birds 
I received an email from a 

Brimfield resident on Jan. 5. 
He said, “Not much happen-
ing in the yard. We’ve seen 
one white-throated sparrow 
after recent snow storms and 
a group of about a dozen 
house finches show up often. 
Yesterday there was a group 
of American goldfinch in a 
birch tree eating seeds but 
they didn’t come to the feed-
er.”

Christmas bird count
He said, “My wife and I 

did the Christmas Bird Count 
with the Allen Bird Club 
again this year. We cover the 
town of Ludlow. The weath-
er was fine but the birds were 
not cooperating. We managed 
26 species which is a few 
below our average. Wood-
peckers (only 1 downy) and 
sparrows (3 junco) were hard 
to find.”

He also said, “At the Lud-
low Reservoir there was a 
good amount of open water 
but few birds, eight hooded 
mergansers and four mal-
lards. Curiously last year 
there was a lot less open wa-

ter at the reservoir but a lot 
more birds. Go figure.”

People may visit https://
netapp.audubon.org/CBCOb-
servation/CurrentYear/Re-
sultsByCount.aspx to obtain 
Christmas Bird count results. 
Enter the county and state to 
get Massachusetts counts. 
He said he did not know the 
Springfield count results, but 
the Worcester count had 78 
species.

Snowy owls 
He also heard there have 

been two snowy owls in 
Northampton for a few weeks 
now. Initially they were seen 
in fields north of Route 9, but 
lately have been seen in the 
fields near the airport. 

Barred owl and pileated 
woodpecker

I saw a barred owl and a 
pileated woodpecker in the 
same day, Jan. 6. The barred 
owl was perched in a tree and 
stayed awhile before flying 
off. When I went to pick up 
my grandson at the bus stop, I 
saw a pileated woodpecker on 
Lincoln Road. 

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100, emailing 
mybackyard88@aol .com 
or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 
01005.

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Male evening grosbeak

Baking bread 
with herbs

There has been a resur-
gence lately in doing 
things the “old fash-

ioned way!” I am definitely 
all for that, since I have 
often felt I was born 
a century too late. 

People are 
making their 
own soap and 
laundry deter-
gent, growing 
gardens, and 
canning and 
preserving the 
harvest. Many 
have also gotten 
the sour-
dough itch, 
and are bak-
ing all sorts 
of breads, 
rolls and 
treats using 
s o u r d o u g h 
starter. My 
niece shared 
some of her 
starter with 
my husband 
and I! It trav-
eled sever-
al states to 
make it to us 
and boy was 
our first loaf delicious.  

I don’t feel as if I will 
give up making yeasted bread 
entirely, though, especially 
since my favorite bread of 
all time is a braided bread 
that incorporates herbs. (You 
knew that eventually I would 
weave in a gardening topic!) 
I’m excited to share the recipe 
with you.  

Maybe you will even be-
come inspired to grow your 
own herbs to use in this or 
any number of recipes down 
the road.

This time of year it is like-
ly you won’t have fresh herbs 
on hand, so before we begin, 
I’d like to give you some tips 
for using dried herbs. 

First, remember to break 

them up finely just before you 
incorporate them into any rec-
ipe.  Honestly, there is noth-
ing worse than coming across 
a full-size piece of Rosemary 
foliage, for example. It’s like 
you are chomping on a pine 
needle!  

Besides making the herbs 
more palatable, the flavor will 
be released ever so nicely 
once they are finely ground. 
Small amounts of herbs can 
be crushed between your fin-
gertips – larger amounts can 
be ground up using a mortar 
and pestle.   

Pulverize whole spices in 
a coffee grinder. Some folks 
gently roast them first to in-
tensify their flavor. If you 
want to substitute fresh herbs 
for dried in any recipe, use at 
least twice as much; likewise 
in this recipe you would use 
only have the amount if using 
dried.  

Store dried herbs and spic-
es away from heat and light; 

even so, they will start to lose 
their flavor after about a year. 
When I buy a new jar of dried 
herbs, I find it helpful to mark 
the date right on the bottle.  

Without any further ado, 
here is the recipe for that 
wonderful bread – as pretty as 
it is flavorful.  Certainly a nice 
addition to a bowl of soup on 

a winter’s night! And it 
makes the best croutons, 

too!

COUNTRY 
HERB 

BREAD TWIST
1 envelope active 

dry yeast
1 teaspoon sugar

¼ cup water (110 degrees)
¼ stick un-

salted but-
ter, melted 
(2 table-
spoons)

2 ½- 3 cups 
a l l - p u r -
pose flour

1 ½ tea-
s p o o n s 
salt

1 tablespoon 
m i n c e d 
f r e s h 
oregano

1 tablespoon 
m i n c e d 
f r e s h 

thyme		  
1 tablespoon minced fresh 

rosemary	
Sprinkle yeast and sugar 

over ¼ cup warm water in a 
large bowl; stir to dissolve. 
Let stand until foamy (ap-
proximately 15 minutes).

Blend 1 cup water and 
1 tablespoon of the melted 
butter into the yeast mixture. 
Combine 2 ½ cups flour and 
salt.  

Stir into yeast mixture ½ 
cup at a time to form a slight-
ly sticky dough, adding up to 
½ cup additional flour if nec-
essary.

SEND US YOUR 
EVENT PHOTOS

As a free service for our readers we accept and will 
print when space allows community event photos and 

announcements. Just scan the QR code above and 
send us your photos and any information.

Email items to
  krivers@turley.com

Scan QR Code

Please see GARDEN, 
page 10
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COMMUNITY
BULLETIN BOARD

Readers are encouraged to send in 
medium to high resolution photos 

for this page by e-mail to 
krivers@turley.com or

mail to TIMES, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. 

WILBRAHAMWILBRAHAM
HAMPDENHAMPDEN

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Send us in
your 

announcements!
Happy Birthdays, 
Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run 

here free of charge, please keep it 

to less than 50 words.

Please send to krivers@turley.com

2133 Boston Road
 Wilbraham 

413.271.1208 
Reservations 

Recommended
Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm
Fri. & Sat. 11am-10pm

 Sun. 12-8pm

ASK ABOUT HAVING YOUR SPECIAL EVENT WITH US!

  Join us for wonderful Italian Cuisine 
and enjoy Live Music too!

        5:30-8:30pm

 Via Appia Via Appia
 R I S T O R A N T E

Join Us On

Valentine’s Day!

Friday 
Jan. 23

LIVIO

Saturday
Jan. 24

FLOYD
PATTERSON

Friday 
Jan. 30
LUTHER

Saturday
Jan. 31

ATOA 
RIPLEY

Friday 
Feb. 6
FLOYD

PATTERSON

Saturday
Feb. 7

ATOA 
RIPLEY

Friday 
Feb. 20

BAIRD 
SOUL

Saturday
Feb. 27

BRAD 
SHEPARD

Friday 
Feb. 27

ATOA 
RIPLEY

Saturday
Feb. 28
LUTHER

SEAFOOD, STEAK, PASTA, 
PIZZA & SO MUCH MORE!

HAPPY HOUR
Daily 2-5pm/Weekends 8-10pm
50% OFF Select Apps
(With Purchase of Beverages)

Tuesday-Pasta Night
20% OFF

Wednesday-Pizza Night
$1299 Personal Pizza

Seasonal Specialty Drinks!
Plus An Extensive Wine List

Friday 
Feb. 13
LUTHER

Saturday
Feb. 14

           PETER 
          NEWLAND•

••

VFW Post 9397 
thanks Turnberg 

for fixing flag pole

Submitted photo and caption Jered Sasen

We at VFW Post 9397 would like to 
give a huge shout out to Nick Turnberg 
of East Meadow Enterprises LLC for 
coming out to fix our flagpole at the 
Post. We truly appreciate your time 
and effort to our Post!

Submitted photos Ellen Moriarty

HPL holds  first yoga 
class of 2026

The Hampden Public 
Library officially held 

their very first yoga 
class of 2026 on Jan. 
8. It also marked the 

first time the class took 
place at the library’s 

new location at
 85 Wilbraham Road, the 

new Hampden 
Town Hall.

Readers can learn more 
about the yoga classes 

by checking out 
the library website 

or the event posting 
in the Times.

WFD takes on ice rescue, 
cold water training
Photos and caption courtesy of Wilbraham Fire Department 

Throughout December and January, Wilbraham firefighters 
have been actively engaged in ice rescue and cold water 
training. As a reminder, any ice on open bodies of water is not 
safe due to the ever-changing weather conditions.
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75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

Available evenings and Saturdays.
Scan today to book a consult!

Dr. Ana Serrenho
100% locally owned and operated

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

Available evenings and Saturdays.
Scan today to book a consult!

Dr. Ana Serrenho
100% locally owned and operated

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Paddles 
  5. Sunscreen rating
  8. Very fast airplane
 11. Immune responses
 13. “Partner” to feather
 14. New England river
 15. Longest river in New 

Guinea
 16. Midway between 

east and southeast
 17. Israeli politician
 18. Back bones
 20. Consumed
 21. One you can rely on
 22. Dressed up gaudily
 25. Representatives
 30. Dog breed
 31. Pitching statistic
 32. Manpower
 33. S. Korean 

entertainer
 38. Outsourcing firm
 41. Viceroy of Egypt 

under Turkish rule
 43. One who removes 

antlers from a flower
 45. Potluck dish
 48. Discount
 49. Airborne (abbr.)
 50. Cavalry sword
 55. Basics
 56. Hollywood director 

Howard
 57. Afflicted in mind or 

body
 59. Horsley and Majors 

are two
 60. Midway between 

northeast and east
 61. Spiritual leader of a 

Jewish congregation
 62. Malaysian isthmus
 63. Fall back
 64. Cheek

CLUES DOWN
   1. Former CIA

  2. Baseball’s best pitchers
  3. __ Nui, Easter Island
  4. Invests in little 

enterprises
  5. Constant
  6. Hobby
  7. A place to store food
  8. Short-tail marten
  9. Burn with a hot liquid
 10. Left his heart in San 

Francisco
 12. Swedish krona
 14. Legendary actor 

Connery
 19. French cleric
 23. Former measure of 

length for textiles
 24. Opaque glassy 

substance
 25. Residue of burned 

item
 26. A place to unwind
 27. Japanese honorific
 28. Terminus

 29. Fails to make a shot
 34. Journalist Tarbell
 35. College hoops 

tournament
 36. Monetary unit of 

Macao
 37. Of she
 39. Spoke ill of
 40. Elements
 41. Kilocalorie (abbr.)
 42. Shades
 44. Poem of fourteen lines
 45. Pole used in Scottish 

sport
 46. Hollyhocks genus
 47. Street name for 

marijuana
 48. Polio vaccine 

developer
 51. Swiss river
 52. Prejudice
 53. Actor Idris
 54. Confederate soldiers 
 58. Criticize

NHS,” another member said. 
“Not only all the students are 
academically driven, but they 
care. They’re always will-
ing to lend out a hand when 
someone needs it. The NHS 
is like a connection between 
modern youth and the com-
munity. By working together, 
we can accomplish so many 
things!”

“I liked that I was helping 
out and I think it’s good to 
provide service to the com-
munity and it was enjoyable 
to do these things for the 
community,” another member 
said. 

“I think what I enjoyed the 
most about partaking in this 
event is the community aspect 
of it. Not only was I able to 
contribute, even if only in a 
small manner, to my commu-
nity as a whole, but also to the 
NHS community. I was grant-
ed the opportunity to talk to 
people I don’t normally talk 
to which I think can be said 
for everyone in attendance, 
which contributed significant-
ly to the sense of the commu-
nity within the NHS. I am a 
big believer in the idea of civ-
ic responsibility and I think 

this was a great opportunity 
for me and my fellow stu-
dents to involve ourselves,” 
another member said. “Com-
munity service, especially at 
this age, teaches kids a lot 
about responsibilities they 
will be expected to handle as 
adults. I think it’s beneficial 
to get hands-on experience 
and involvement in the com-
munity as early as possible. 
I think opportunities such as 
this one teach students about 
the importance of giving back 
to the community.”

“I think I enjoyed just be-
ing able to help the commu-
nity directly with this event, 
which made it fun for me,” 
another member said. “And 
then I think NHS is really in-
fluential in partaking in com-
munity service and offering 
services to the community as 
a whole, which I think many 
people appreciate.”

Chen looks forward to 
more NHS events and said the 
group will be back at it again 
very soon.

“We will again be assist-
ing the Coalition for Hamp-
den Wilbraham Partners 4 
Youth Coalition Night at the 
Y Jan. 23,” Chen said. 

COOKIE DROP
 from page 1

Minnechaug Regional High School National Honor Society members take a moment for a group 
photo during their morning volunteering for the Girl Scout Cookie Drop.

Minnechaug Regional High School National Honor Society members strike a pose as they 
volunteer at the cookie drop.

A shot of the many boxes of Girl Scout cookies ready for 
distribution to the Girl Scout troops.

Trucks of 
troop leaders 

begin to 
fill up with 
Girl Scout 

cookies.

Photos courtesy of Irene Chen 

The Minnechaug Regional High School National Honor Society 
members were all smiles as they gave back to the community.
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Consistent offense leads Chaug over Ludlow

WEST SPRINGFIELD 
– Last Thursday night, Min-
nechaug High School scored 
three goals in each period to 
lead it to a 9-4 win over Lud-
low. Minnechaug got goals 
from nine different players, in-
cluding Nicholas O’Sullivan, 
Laim Faneuff, Enzo Hrycay, 
and Jason Abied. Tannar Sev-
eryn had a pair of goals for 
Ludlow while Connor Kokosa 
had two assists. Minnechaug 
is now 9-2 on the season while 
Ludlow is 6-5.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 

Dom Fiorentino advances past center ice.
Brody Faneuff collects a puck on the 
defensive end.

Joey Comes sends a puck toward the 
goal.

Billy Lapalm wrists a shot to the other 
end to allow for a line change.

Jake Moore makes a run up the ice.

WILBRAHAM – 
Last Thursday night, Min-

nechaug girls basketball managed just 
two points in a tough first quarter. But 
they came back with 18 points in the 
second to take a 20-16 lead to halftime. 
The Falcons would go on to beat the 
Blue Devils 48-36 to improve to 6-1 on 
the season. Cailin O’Brien led the Fal-
cons with 14 points while Kelly Cronin 
added 12 points in the win. The Falcons 
are back in action on Jan. 22 at Long-
meadow High School at 7 p.m.

Falcons get 
off to slow 

start, come 
back to beat 

NorthamptonNorthampton

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

SPRINGFIELD— The 
Minnechaug Regional boys’ 
basketball team held an elev-
en point lead late in the third 
quarter against the Stonington 
(Conn) Bears in a Hoophall 
Invitational game.

The Bears would then put 
together an impressive 18-0 
run and wound up beating the 
Falcons, 60-56, at Kamari B.  
Williams Gymnasium, which 
is located inside Sci-Tech, 
last Saturday afternoon.   

“We just had too many 
turnovers, and we didn’t score 
any points between the end of 
the third quarter and the be-
ginning of the fourth quarter,” 
said Minnechaug head coach 
Mike Orzech. “I thought we 
were playing very well up un-
til that point.”

A total of 78 boys and girls 
high school basketball teams 
from New England, New 
York, and New Jersey partic-
ipated in the 2026 Hoophall 
Invitational. The games took 
place at seven different high 
schools in Springfield and at 
Western New England Col-
lege. Each team was put into 
a bracket with three other 
teams. 

All the Hoophall Classic 
games were held at Blake 
Arena located on the Spring-
field College campus.

“This is an outstanding 
tournament and it’s the first 
time that we’ve been invited 
to play in it,” Orzech said. 
“We’re playing against teams 
that we haven’t faced before. 
It’s a fun experience for both 
the players and the coaches.”

The Falcons (6-4) were 
scheduled to face Ocean 
Township, N.J. in another 
Hoophall Invitational game 
held at Sci-Tech the follow-
ing day. 

Senior Miles Fergus, 
who’s the Falcons leading 
scorer this season, didn’t play 
in either game. He’s sidelined 
with an ankle injury.

“Miles averaged 20 points 
per game last season, so not 
having him on the court is a 
huge loss for us,” Orzech said. 
“He’s a tremendous basket-
ball player and I’m not sure 
when we’ll have him back.” 

The trio of sophomore 
Maxwell Fergus, who’s 
Miles’ younger brother, se-
nior Caden Duke, and senior 

Drew Grasso picked up the 
slack offensively for the Fal-
cons.

The younger Fergus, who 
transferred to Minnechaug 
from Pope Francis prior to the 
start of the school year, scored 
seven of his team-leading 15 
points during the first quarter. 
He made five field goals, in-
cluding a 3-pointer, in the first 
16 minutes of the contest.  

Duke scored eight of his 
14 points after halftime and 
Grasso also reached double 
digits with 11 points. 

Freshman Cohen Nel-
son came off the bench and 
chipped in with nine points.

“With Miles out of the 
lineup, we need some other 
guys to step up offensively,” 
Orzech said. “We performed 
well offensively in the first 
half.” 

The other two Minnechaug 
scorers against the Bears were 
junior Darren Duah (4 points) 
and senior Grayson Placzek 
(3 points).

The first six minutes of the 
contest was evenly played.

The Falcons took a 13-12 
lead with 1:48 left in the first 
quarter when Duke made a 
pair of foul shots.

Ten seconds later, Nelson 
was fouled while making a 
lay-up and he made the bonus 
free throw. Another lay-up by 
Grasso pushed Minnechaug’s 
lead to 18-12.  

The Falcons wouldn’t trail 
again until the start of the fi-
nal quarter.

Stonington High School 
(8-2), which is located near 

Falcons fall at Invitational event

Ava Manning 
crosses the 
court, looking to 
start a play.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Cailin O’Brien lunges for the ball to keep it inbounds.

Kelly Cronin sets to shoot a three-pointer.

LEFT: Zahara 
Wilson receives 
a pass near the 
edge of the arc.

Elizabeth 
Woytowicz 

hustles 
down the 

court.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com 

Max Fergus charges to the hoop.

Please see FALCONS,
 page 10
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Turn dough out onto a 
lightly floured surface and 
knead until smooth and 
elastic, about 5 minutes. 
Place dough in a large 
bowl that has been lightly 
buttered.  

Turn dough to coat en-
tire surface. Cover with a 
clean cloth and let rise in a 
warm, draft-free area until 
the dough has doubled in 
volume, about 1 ½ hours.

Punch dough down. 
Divide into thirds.  

One by one, take each 
third and knead in the in-
dividual herbs. Roll each 
dough ball between the 
palms of your hands into a 
rope about 20 inches long. 
Taper the ends.  

When complete, lay 
the three side by side and 
working from the middle, 
braid each end.  Transfer 
the bread to a buttered bak-
ing sheet and cover loosely 
with a clean cloth.  

Allow to rise in a warm 
place for 45- 50 minutes, 
until doubled in size.

Preheat oven to 375 
degrees. Brush loaf with 
remaining 1 tablespoon 
of melted butter and bake 
for 20-30 minutes or un-
til golden and loaf sounds 
hollow when tapped.  

Cool for 30 minutes be-
fore serving. Serve it warm 
with a pat of butter or have 
some olive oil handy for 
dipping!

Roberta McQuaid 
graduated from the Stock-
bridge School of Agri-
culture at the University 
of Massachusetts. For 33 
years she has held the po-
sition of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it 
to pouimette@turley.com 
with “Gardening Ques-
tion” in the subject line.  

GARDEN from page 6

New London, was led offen-
sively by 6-foot-7 sophomore 
Elijah Cornell with a game-
high 17 points. Their only 
other double digit scorer was 
junior Sean Durham, who 
scored eight of his 11 points 
after halftime. 

The Bears began the sec-
ond quarter with an 8-2 run.

The score was tied 24-24 
with 5:20 remaining in the 
half following a fastbreak 
lay-up from junior Brayden 
Landgren, who scored eight 
points off the bench.

The Falcons retook the 

lead less than a 
minute after 
Placzek bur-
ied a 3-pointer 
from the right 
corner.

A Duke lay-up 
began an 8-0 run late in the 
first half. Nelson capped off 
the run by hitting a jumper in 
the lane, which gave the Fal-
cons a 37-26 lead.

Minnechaug also held 
a 43-32 lead with 2:58 re-
maining in the third quarter 
following two free throws by 
Duke.

That’s when the momen-
tum began to shift sides.

After scoring the fi-
nal nine points of the 
third quarter, a Durham 

3-pointer from the top of 
the key 15 seconds into the fi-
nal quarter gave the lead back 
to the Bears (44-43) for the 
first time since the opening 
quarter.

The Falcons were trailing, 
50-43, before Nelson final-
ly ended the Falcons scoring 
drought by sinking a baseline 
jumper with 5:25 left in reg-
ulation.

The Falcons, who only 
scored 19 points in the second 
half, closed the gap to 53-49 
with 2:40 left following a 
Duke inside hoop and two 
free throws.

The Bears answered by 
scoring the next four points 
before Grasso drained a 
3-pointer from the right cor-
ner.

Then Stonington senior 
Brady O’Neill (9 points) 
sealed the deal by making 
three of his free throw at-
tempts with 20.9 left on the 
scoreboard clock.    

FALCONS from page 9

Darren Duah goes for the tip. Cohen Nelson attempts 
the three-pointer.

Andrew Grasso competes with a pair of 
opponents for the rebound.

Caden Duke gets the open 
layup.

Max Baroni Max Baroni 
makes his makes his 

way up the way up the 
court to start court to start 
an offensive an offensive 

play.play.

SPORTS This week in Rec
Dina LaMotte
Happy New Year from the 

Wilbraham Pickleball Asso-
ciation!

WILBRAHAM - As we 
ring in the New Year, the 
WPA would like to wish 
everyone a 
happy and 
h e a l t h y 
year ahead 
and take a 
moment to 
c e l e b r a t e 
what a fan-
tastic sea-
son 2025 
was for 
pickleball 
in Wilbraham!

It was a big year at our 
outdoor courts! With the 
help of dedicated volun-
teers and the support of our 
town, we made some excit-
ing improvements that real-
ly enhanced the pickleball 
experience. We hosted a free 
adult Learn-to-Play clinic, 
welcoming many first-time 
players to the game. We 
added new court signage, in-
stalled a shade structure for 
those hot summer days, and 
built a  new storage shed  to 
help keep our programs 
running smoothly. We in-
troduced a daily Open Play 
program that regularly saw 
up to 40+ players using our 
fair, fast organized format.

One of the season’s big-
gest highlights was wrap-
ping things up this fall with 
our  very first WPA Open 
tournament. Thanks to all, 
the energy was great, the 
competition was friendly, 
and the sense of community 
was exactly what pickleball 
is all about.

So what’s next? Buckle 
up! 2026 promises to bring 
Wilbraham Pickleball to the 
next level! Friday night blind 
draw pizza socials, mid-
week ladders, inter-town 
tourney leagues, clinics, and 
Kings and Queens of the 
court. There will be some-
thing for everyone! 

Even though it’s winter, 

it’s a perfect time to learn the 
game, brush up on the rules, 
and get ready for another 
fun season ahead. Pickleball 
is easy to learn, great exer-
cise, and a wonderful way to 
meet people—players of all 
ages and skill levels are wel-
come! Check out Wilbra-
hamrec.com to keep up to 

date with 
i n d o o r 
i n s t r u c -
t i o n a l 
clinics for 
all levels 
being of-
fered all 
year by 
our local 
pros.

Nets are up year-round. 
40 degrees and no wind 
bring many players out and 
the die-hards are out there in 
even colder temps! We want 
to keep our courts in perfect 
shape so no shoveling but if 
the gate is unlocked, you can 
consider the courts open and 
are welcome to play! Reg-
ular play started in March 
last year so stay tuned for 
our “official” season kick-
off open weekend. It will be 
here before we know it! 

Want to join the action 
and keep up with all things 
pickleball?  We invite you 
to  follow us on Facebook - 
https://www.facebook.com/
wilbrahampickleball to join 
the conversation and stay 
connected. Drop us a mes-
sage with any ?’s or sugges-
tions, we’d love to hear from 
you!

If you haven’t checked 
out pickleball yet, we hope 
2026 is your year to give it a 
try. Here’s to another year of 
fun rallies, good laughs, and 
great community—see you 
on the courts!

PJ Cambo, 
Elveer Kovarik, 

Dina LaMotte, 
George McLean, 

Miriam Siegel
Board Members

Wilbraham Pickleball 
Association

PORTLAND, ME 
—  The  Worcester Railers 
HC  (16-15-2-1)  fell to the 
Portland Pirates (15-10-5-2) 
in overtime on Saturday, Janu-
ary 17th, in front of a crowd of 
6,076 with a final score of 3-2 
at the Cross Insurance Arena. 
The Railers will take on the 
Pirates next on home ice on 
Sunday, January 18th at 3:05 
p.m.

Portland nabbed the first 
goal of the night just 2:08 
into the first off a goal from 
defenseman Andrew Nielsen 
(1-0-1). Nielsen’s goal was 
the only one in the first period. 
Worcester answered the 1-0 
lead from Portland with a goal 
from Jesse Pulkkinen (1-0-1) 
at 0:33 into the second to tie 
the game. Portland took back 
the one-goal lead halfway 
through the second, this time 
from Mitch Deelstra (1-0-1), 
Worcester once again evened 
the score with a goal from 

Drew Callin (1-0-1). A final 
goal from Max Andreev (1-0-
1), at 3:27 in overtime secured 
the Pirates’ 3-2 victory. 

Worcester kicked off the 
night shorthanded just 16 sec-
onds after puck drop. An early 
penalty against Lincoln Hatten 
for high-sticking put Portland 
on its first power play of the 
game, which forced Worcester 
to fight the first two minutes 
of play for the night down a 
man. With just eight seconds 
remaining on Hatten’s call, 
Portland defenseman Andrew 
Nielsen (5th) grabbed the only 
goal of the period for either 
team, which gave the Pirates a 
1-0 lead to close the first twen-
ty. Shots for the period with 
11-4 in favor of Portland.

Worcester didn’t wait long 
to tie the game in the second. 
Jesse Pulkkinen (3rd) picked 
up his 5th point of the sea-
son with a goal at 0:33. Port-
land went back on the power 

play soon after the score on a 
hooking call on Anthony Cal-
lin. Worcester had their first 
chance at the man-advantage 
about five minutes into the 
period, as Anthony Callin was 
tripped up by Max Andreev. 
Portland re-gained their one-
goal lead once more around 
the halfway mark of the pe-
riod, scored by Mitch Deels-
tra (2nd) at 9:35. Neither the 
Railers nor the Pirates could 
break past the blue line for 
the remainder of the second, 
which left the Railers down 
by one for a second time in 
the evening. Portland out-
shot Worcester nine to seven. 
Penalties for the period were 
one for Worcester and two for 
Portland. 

The Railers came out 
fighting in the third and tallied 
their highest shot total for any 
period of the night. A rough-
ing call on Loke Johansson 
put Worcester on their third 

power play just over seven and 
a half minutes into play for the 
third. Unable to capitalize on 
their previous two power play 
chances, Drew Callin (10th) 
drove the puck home at 8:28 
to even the score once more 
for the Railers. A late-game 
goal from Anthony Callin 
had Worcester celebrating an 
early win; however, the goal 
was waved off for goaltender 
interference as Callin fell into 
the net of Brad Arvanitis. The 
game once again was 2-2 and 
went into overtime for the sec-
ond consecutive night. In the 
end, the Pirates would take 
the win in overtime with a fi-
nal score of 3-2, the last lamp 
lit by Max Andreev (7th) on 
a shot from atop the circles 
to beat Gahagen in net for 
Worcester. Final shots were 
27-25 in favor of Portland. 
Final penalties were five for 
Portland and four for Worces-
ter. 

Railers pick up overtime win over Pirates

BRIDGEPORT, Conn. 
- The Springfield Thunder-
birds (13-18-4-2) continued 
to have a tough time loca-
tion offense, falling 4-1 to 
the the Bridgeport Islanders 
(16-17-2-1) on Saturday 
night inside Total Mortgage 
Arena.

A bad break for T-Birds 
netminder Vadim Zheren-
ko resulted in Bridgeport’s 
game-opening tally at 6:37 
of the opening period, as 
Zherenko lost his balance 
and fell in his blue paint, 
allowing Daylan Kuefler to 
carry the puck around the 
net and wrap it past the fall-
en goaltender to make it 1-0 
Bridgeport.

Aside from that unfortu-
nate break, the T-Birds and 
Islanders played a mostly 
defensive-minded first peri-
od, as Zherenko’s nine saves 
and Henrik Tikkanen’s eight 
stops in the Bridgeport 
crease accounted for much 
of the action on the score-
sheet.

Matthew Peca quick-
ly got his troops back on 
track, as the T-Birds captain 
slipped a wrister through 

Tikkanen just 49 seconds 
into period two, tying the 
score, 1-1, and extending his 
point streak to five consecu-
tive games. Matt Luff also 
extended his season-long 
point streak to seven games 
with the primary assist on 
Springfield’s first marker of 
the evening. 

However, that potential 
momentum-changer was 
quickly washed out when 
Cam Berg connected on a 
wrister from the left circle 
just 2:08 later, restoring a 
one-goal Bridgeport lead, 
2-1. 

Shots and chances con-
tinued to come at a premium 
for both teams, as the clubs 
combined for only 43 shots 
all evening, including just 
25 in the final 40 minutes of 
play.

The T-Birds never did 
receive a power play in this 
one, and the club’s last-min-
ute efforts with Zherenko 
on the bench proved fruit-
less, as Adam Beckman and 
Eetu Liukas each connect-
ed on empty-netters to give 
Bridgeport the final goals of 
the night.

T-Birds offense dries up 
in loss to Bridgeport

SOUTH HADLEY – On 
Sunday, Jan. 11, the Quabbin 
Valley Baseball League, an 
over-28 recreational league, 
held its first meeting of 2026 
to prepare for the upcoming 
season.

At the meeting it was 
determined registration for 
players will open up on Sun-
day, Feb. 1.

For the 2026 season, the 
cost will be $215 and will in-
clude a 16th game added to 
the regular season schedule.

During the 2025 season, 
the league experimented with 
playing on Mother’s Day 
Saturday as well as a week-
night game to allow players 
an opportunity to play under 
the lights. While the night 
games were very successful, 
the Mother’s Day Saturday 
games were rained out.

Those elements will return 
along with a 16th game with 
an opponent to be determine 
as the league’s board explores 
possibilities for interleague 
matchups with another league 
in the region. 

For returning players to 
the league, the deadline is 
Mar. 22 at 12 noon to be reg-

istered for the 2026 season in 
order to be guaranteed a ros-
ter spot. There will be open 
practices for all players but 
specifically targeted at new 
players scheduled for March 
29 and April 4 at times and lo-
cations to be announced. The 
draft is currently scheduled to 
take place on April 4 follow-
ing that practice.

The season is current-
ly slated to start on Sunday, 
April 19 and following the 
success of the six-team fall 
league last year, the league 
will also have a fall league in 
September and October this 
season.

The registration link will 
be live on Feb. 1 at www.
quabbinvalleybaseball.org. 
Players must register and then 
pay the league dues via Ven-
mo or contact the league lead-
ership if an alternate form of 
payment is needed.

Aside from the weeknight 
and Mother’s Day games, oth-
er games take place Sundays 
at 10 a.m. outside of Mother’s 
Day, Memorial Day and July 
4 weekends. Playoffs will be 
in August.

Registration set to open 
Feb. 1 for Quabbin Valley

Visit us on
the web

www.turley.com



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESJanuary 22, 2026 Page 11

both of us. He wanted to get 
rid of it and I wanted it, and 
I had a place to put it,” Allard 
said. “So, the furniture was 
a big part of it and then the 
art pieces are easy enough to 
get. Then I could throw in a 
few pieces of my own in be-
tween.”

On the other art pieces, 
Allard’s inspiration came 
from looking for pieces “that 
caught my eye.”

“Usually from local art-
ists, if possible, or shops on 
the side streets. Just a differ-
ent cultural type of whatever 
artists in other countries are 
doing. It all ends up being art, 
but it’s a little different. Each 
country has their own little 
slant on things,” Allard said. 

Allard especially enjoys 
Chagall’s art pieces too.

“Picasso, you can still 
kind of tell what he’s depict-
ing, and Chagall just takes it 
to another level. You don’t 
even know what he’s depict-
ing half the time, the mes-
saging and whatnot, and his 
complexity and use of colors 
is more complicated than Pi-
casso,” Allard said.

On a favorite piece of art, 
Allard said it’s a table from 
Morocco.

“There’s mountains in 
Morocco which are very 
high, actually, called the Atlas 
Mountains and because of the 
change in geography over the 
millennia, the seabed is part 
of those Atlas Mountains, 
and so a lot of the mountains 
are these limestone deposits 
from long, long ago and with-
in those limestone deposits 
are ancient creatures called 
ammonites. That they know 
went extinct 250 million 
years ago,” Allard said. “That 
table has ammonites in it, so 
we know that it is 250 million 
years old, at least. To carve 
through the limestone and 
expose the squid and ammo-
nites, to expose them without 
ruining the shell takes a lot of 
patience.”

Besides his leopard stat-
ues—which he rubs their 
heads every day for good 
luck—he also enjoys being in 
a place “where’s this all his-
torical, beautiful art.”

“It’s like if I was younger, 
I’d want to have a beautiful 
girlfriend or whatever. So, 
here, I’m too old for a beau-
tiful girlfriend and so I have 
beautiful art,” Allard said.

The history is also import-

ant.
“The regional different 

areas of the world, what they 
conceive of as art is differ-
ent and different types of art, 
how it’s changed. Obviously, 
my collection is geared to-
wards what’s abstract stuff, 
but everything, I think, that 
is art is a story of something 
historical and something cul-
tural and it’s always some-
thing that is part in your 
imagination too. What ex-
actly was someone trying to 
show,” Allard said. “You can 
look at pieces and just kind of 
get a whole different story or 
feeling out of it. Whether it’s 
intended or not doesn’t make 
any difference.”

Besides the art, Allard 
hopes to offer community 
lectures on the last Friday of 
every month. On Jan. 
30 at 5 p.m., he will 
give a presentation 
on “Latest research 
on longevity and 
healthy aging.”

“People are 
getting too caught 
up in the Internet 
with all sorts of 
craziness. Once 
they get too far 
into these weird 
things, they lose 
sight of what 
is actually true. 
COVID screwed 
everyone’s idea 
of science, and 
there is actual-
ly science. It’s 
not absolute, but 
there’s ‘evidence,’” 
Allard said. “The longevity 
talk I want to give is based 
on science. Actual stud-
ies where they have 
compared results with 
different drugs or sup-
plements and it’s not 
like a TV advertisement 
where they’re toting 
something that’s totally 
unproven and saying 
how wonderful it is.”

Allard encourages 
the community to stop 
by, also noting that con-
trary to claims about 
the museum name, it is 
not a Satanic cult. 

“As long as there’s 
a car here, that means 
someone’s here and 
you’re welcome to stop 
by, have a chat, have a look 
and open for business,” Al-
lard said. 

To learn more, visit 
manomednet.com/art.html.

ART from page 1

This space contains paintings, masks, statues and a table by Antonio Medici.

A painting by the famed 
Pablo Piccaso.

Jeffrey Allard also has 
his own paintings, including 
this brain. He shared he also 
hangs art by other people 
when asked.

Jeffrey Allard’s favorite art piece is this table from Morocco.

A painting of Morocco, one of the 
countries Jeffrey Allard has visited.

These pieces from South Asia are also part of the collection.

Here, we have Italian furniture on display in this room.

A piece of artwork by Marc Chagall.

An art piece by Keith Haring on display.The Egypt room showcases varying art pieces from Egypt.
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
WHEELCHAIR INVACARE $175. Re-
clinining wheelchair Invacare $275. Unisex 
poncho for wheelchair person, one size, 
$35. 2003 Lincoln Town Car Signature, 
$4995. 413-538-4484.

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

INSTRUCTION
NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 
with Live Fire for License to Carry permit 
$140. Matt Marcinkiewicz muscione@
hotmail.com 413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE

 Excavator Services
Overgrown property?

Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal

Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand

Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal

Insured
 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

The Resident Care Facility at Saint Jo-
seph’s Abbey, 167 North Spencer Road, 
Spencer, MA., has an opening for a PART 
TIME FACILITY COOK. 
Hourly wage negotiable depending on ex-
perience and related skills 
Requirements:  High School Diploma or 
GED. Ability to speak and read English 
required. Must be able to understand writ-
ten policies and procedures. Must be able 
to work unsupervised while following food 
safety protocols.  
For more information and to apply, contact 
Wally Connor, Facility/HR Manager 
at (508) 885-8700 Ext. 550 or by email: 

wally@spencerabbey.org

Wilbraham United Church is hiring 
a part-time, experienced 
ADMINISTRATIVE 

ASSISTANT/BOOKKEEPER. 
Apply to Wilbraham United Church, 
Attention: Alesia; 500 Main Street; 
Wilbraham, MA 01095. More infor-
mation at www.wilbrahamunited-
church.org/about-us-2/

FOR RENT
PALMER: 1 BR Apt. No Pets/No Smoking. 

BRETON ESTATES
413-283-6940

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20262026

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR All real estate advertising in this newspaper 

is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Obituary Policy
Wilbraham-Hampden Times

Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries.
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name 

of deceased, date of death and funeral date and place.
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 

which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 words) and may include a 
photograph. Death Notices & Paid Obituaries 
should be submitted through a funeral home to: 
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD26P0048EA
Estate of: 

Tyrone Jaymes Osoimalo
Date of Death: 11/21/2025
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Ad-

judication of Intestacy and 
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by 
Amanda Walker of Wilbra-
ham, MA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Amanda Walker of Wilbra-
ham, MA be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without Surety 
on the bond in unsupervised ad-
ministration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-

ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 02/09/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE
A Personal Representative 

appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-

tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: January 12, 2026 

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

01/22/2026

space for outdoor fun and a 
swimming area.

The goal was to get the 
proposal on the town meet-
ing warrant and take the 
pond and adjacent former 
farmland by eminent domain 
or purchase it outright.

In Ethel’s story, she al-
ludes to a local historian’s 
tales that arose in the debate 
to have the town acquire the 
pond. Spec Pond was one 
half of a matching set of 
glasses (spectacles). It is an 
ancient kettle pond formed 
by the retreating glacier that 
used to cover part of Wilbra-
ham, all the way to the base 
of Wilbraham Mountain, 
which was once a glacial 
lake with its sandy shore run-
ning along what would even-
tually be called Main Street. 
All that farmland around the 
pond had a nickname called 
“The Plains.”

Farmhands
The Spec Pond end of 

Boston Road ran east and 
west next to the railroad 
tracks built there in the 
1840s. It was fertile farm-
land and comprised the area 
where the cement terminal, 
Construction Service Co., is 
now located at 2420 Boston 
Road. The land that is now on 
the busy artery up to where 
Post Office Park is now, was 
well-sought-after farmland 
and not far from the drainage 
basin of the Chicopee River.

My mom wrote, “In 1852 
and 1855 the records show 
that Cyrus Edson purchased 
from Harriet Bliss about 56 
acres west and south of Wil-
liam Tupper’s land for $600. 
The land ran along the Spec 
Pond to Boston Road for 
107 rods (an early-American 
measurement of land).”

The access road was built 
on land believed to be bor-
dered by Tupper and Edson’s 
parcels.

Some time around 1855 
Edson farmed a large field of 
buckwheat on his land and 
hired a gang of men to har-
vest the buckwheat. The job 
had to be done right away 
because a killing frost was 
imminent. The crop would 
be ruined if they didn’t get to 
work right away.

It was said that Cyrus 
Edson was a hard drinker in 
his early days. But, he had 
“gone straight” at a revival in 
one of the red schoolhouses 
in the Glendale section of the 
Mountain and never touched 
liquor again. And, also 
wouldn’t let his hired hands 
drink it either.

So, the gang of hands 
who were employed to gath-
er the buckwheat told Edson 
that if he didn’t go across 
Boston Road and buy some 

rum for them from the Bliss-
es, they would not swing a 
scythe for him and go “on 
strike”. It was quite a test 
for Edson, who could expect 
quite a loss if the buckwheat 
wasn’t brought in ahead of 
the weather.

Cyrus was true to his 
word and refused to buy the 
booze. And, he started the 
back-breaking work of cut-
ting the wheat all by himself 
without the help of his stub-
born helpers.

Well, the records show 
that the hired hands, out of 
admiration for the principles 
exhibited by Edson, became 
ashamed, went back to work 
and saved the crop.

Railroad Tracks
Before Edson had pur-

chased the land it was long 
owned by Abel Bliss Jr. 
Bliss’s heirs sold various 
parcels to farmers from east-
ern Wilbraham whose farm-
land was not as productive 
as the acreage around Spec 
Pond. 

The soil was said to be 
“light” and excellent for 
rye and buckwheat. It was 
good for cultivation, had few 
weeds and made the grow-
ing of corn profitable. Some 
farmers leased land on both 
sides of the railroad tracks 
that run along that property.

(Today you can still see 
freight trains and Amtrak 
passenger coaches traveling 
by the baseball fields at Spec 
Pond blowing their whistles.  
When we lived on Feder-
al Lane, near Minnechaug, 
you still hear the trains miles 
away in North Wilbraham 
blowing their whistles on 
their way to Boston or the 
Berkshires.)

The farmer, William Tup-
per, bought a 24-rod wide 
strip south of the railroad 
tracks of the Boston & Alba-
ny Railroad along the west-
ern border of the pond for 60 
to 70 rods from the Blisses. 
He would let the land lie fal-
low one year and then plant-
ed it the next year.

Corn
According to my moth-

er’s reporting, when corn 
was grown near the pond it 
had its own way of bringing 
a certain farming culture to 
our town’s hard-working ear-
ly residents. After the land 
was plowed, smoothed and 
harrowed, the farmer would 
prepare a tub of early Cana-
da seed corn. The farmhands 
would each have a hoe and a 
“planting bag” tied around 
his waist in preparation. It 
was made from the upper 
six inches of an old cowhide 
boot tacked to a wooden 
base. Then the seeds were 
sown into the earth.

When the planting bag 
needed refilling it provided a 

break for the workers to re-
fresh themselves with fresh 
cider. (She didn’t say if it 
was hard cider or the kind 
you get a Rice’s these days.) 
Anyhow, the entire farm ac-
tivity, in the shadow of Spec 
Pond was called “Planting 
Day on the Plains”. 

Nevertheless, the 1961 
Lions Club, in their fervor 
to sponsor Spec Pond for 
the town, were proud saying 
the farmers from 100 years 
earlier would also have been 
proud how the Spec Pond 
Recreation Area would turn 
out. And, they would be even 
prouder if they knew what 
it does for our town in 2026 
as the country celebrates its 
250th birthday

Revolutionary Moment
We continue to honor our 

country’s birthday, 250 years 
of freedom, each month. 
Since this month is the 250th 
anniversary of Col. Henry 
Knox’s Train of Artillery 
that traveled through Wilbra-
ham in January 15 and 16, 
1776, we are listing his route 
according to “The Military 
Rolls of the Outward Com-
mons” by Bruce Tingle.

Knox hauled captured 
British cannons from Ft. Ti-
conderoga at  Crown Point, 
N. Y. and traveled through 
Wilbraham to Boston in 
1775-76 at the start of the 
Revolutionary War. 

“The procession went up 
Maple Street and Mountain 
Road and then downhill, over 
a stone bridge and spanning 
Spear Brook and then onto 
Boston Road near the foot of 
Butler Hill. The only section 
of the bridge still visible is a 
small section over which the 
driveway to Co-Ed Billiards 
travels.”

Col. Knox reported to 
Gen. Washington in Boston 
on January 24, 1776. The 
cannons were positioned in 
March and the British evac-
uated the town. Knox went 
on to become a major gen-
eral and the first Secretary of 
War.

Sources: “History of 
Wilbraham Bicentennial 
Edition 1763-1963” edited 
by Charles Merrick; “The 
History of Wilbraham, 1731, 
1763-1913 by Chauncey 
E. Peck; “Military Rolls of 
Outward Commons” by J. 
Bruce Tingle. The Spring-
field Morning Union.

Editor Emeritus Charlie 
Bennett is a member of the 
Historic Commission and 
a trustee of the Wilbraham 
Atheneum Society. Readers 
can contact him with com-
ments or ideas for the col-
umn at cbennett4765@char-
ter.net. 

The athletic fields of Spec Pond lie under historic farmland that was so vital to Wilbraham 
farmers. (Charles F. Bennett photo)

HISTORY from page 1

ADVERTISING 

SALES HELP 
WANTED

➤ Do you want to work in your community helping 
local businesses connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 

Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 

but we will train the right candidate. 

Turley Publications, a locally owned family 
business, offers a competitive commission 

structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

HAMPDEN — Hampden 
Parks & Recreation is excited 
to announce a variety of new 
and returning programs for 
youth and adults this winter 
and spring. Thanks to the re-
cent move into a new facili-
ty with expanded classroom 
and recreation space, Parks & 
Recreation can offer more di-
verse programs, increased ca-
pacity, and new opportunities 
for the community to connect, 
learn, and stay active.

February Vacation Youth 
Programs

Mad Science Secret 
Agent Lab (Grades 1–6) 
A hands-on science and fo-
rensics program where young 
detectives explore fingerprint-
ing, evidence collection, and 
investigative science.

Feb. 16 to 20
9 a.m. to Noon

Hampden Town Hall, 
Classroom E2

Cost: $180 | Register: 
Dec. 30 to Feb. 10

Youth February Va-
cation Futsal Clinic 
An energetic, skill-build-
ing soccer clinic led by FSS 
(Futsal and Street Soccer) 

coaches. Open to all experi-
ence levels.

Feb. 16 to 20
9 a.m. to Noon

Hampden Parks & Recre-
ation Gym

Cost: $150 | Register: 
Dec. 30 to Feb. 11

Youth & Adult Art Pro-
grams

Multicultural Art Ad-
ventures (Grades 1–6) 
A 6-week hands-on art pro-
gram exploring global art tra-
ditions. Students create five 
finished artworks and par-
ticipate in a student-curated 
gallery.

Wednesdays, 
Feb. 25 to Apr. 1

Cost: $135 | Register: Jan. 
7 to Feb. 23

Calming the Chaos: Stu-
dio Sessions (Ages 18+) 
A relaxing art and mindful-
ness series focused on stress 
relief, creativity, and connec-
tion. No experience required.

Thursdays, 
Feb. 26 to Apr. 2

Cost: $135 | Register: Jan. 
7 to Feb. 23

Both programs are taught 
by Hampden resident Erin 
Leigh Boughamer, Profes-
sional Artist and MA Li-
censed Art Educator.

Ongoing Recreation 
Opportunities

Golf Simulator: Year-
round play and practice; res-
ervations begin January 19, 
2026

Pickleball: Level-based 
weekday play at Thornton 
Burgess Gymnasium; $3 per 
session

The expanded space at 
the new Parks & Recreation 
facility allows for increased 
programming, improved 
scheduling flexibility, and 
new offerings for residents of 
all ages. Hampden Parks & 
Recreation looks forward to 
continuing to grow and serve 
the community.

For more information and 
registration details contact 
Hampden Parks and Recre-
ation at parks@hampdenma.
gov or (413) 566-2151 Ext 
108.

Hampden Parks and Recreation 
announces programming
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DL&G
TREE

Tree  
Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE


