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Turley photo by Patricia Sullivan
Wilbraham Firefighter Jeff Kristek, Barbara Harrington, 
social services coordinator for the Wilbraham Senior 
Center, and Firefighter Derrick Merrill work together on 
the town’s Sand for Seniors program.

By Patricia Sullivan
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM/HAMPDEN - “Ice is terribly danger-
ous for seniors,” says Becky Moriarty, executive director 
of the Hampden Senior Center. That is why both Hamp-
den and Wilbraham have instituted programs to distrib-
ute free sand to seniors to help prevent falls that can lead 
to injury and even hospitalization.

Working in conjunction with the Hampden County 
Sheriff’s Office and Barbara Harrington, social services 
coordinator for Wilbraham, the Wilbraham Fire Depart-
ment delivered 30 five-gallon buckets of sand to the 
homes of Wilbraham seniors on Jan. 3.

“We want to ensure our seniors’ safety,” Harrington 
said.

Seniors spread the sand on their walkways and drive-
ways throughout the winter to help prevent hazardous 
falls.

Wilbraham has been participating in this program 
for about five years. Seniors sign up for sand delivery 
through the senior center. 

Teens take part in event 
at Hampden Library

By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent

HAMPDEN - On Jan. 11, the 
Hampden Free Public Library had 
a teen shaving cream event, where 
kids hung out in the Sheila R. Flynn 
Teen Center and played with shav-
ing cream. 

The event was created and led 
by teen library volunteer Irelyn Cof-
fey. Inspired by a past slime event at 
the library, Coffey wanted to have 
an event that was entirely dedicated 
to shaving cream. And so, a shav-
ing cream event was made for all to 
enjoy. 

As teens entered the library be-
ginning at 11 a.m., a table was set 
up before them and the only thing 
on it was shaving cream. People 

could play with shaving cream how-
ever they wanted: such as putting it 
into cups and bags, or even their 

own hands. 
Coffey, who led the event, spoke 

about why she chose to host this 
event at the library. 

“So basically a few months ago 
there was a slime event at the li-
brary. And instead of making slime, 
I just put a bunch of glitter inside of 
shaving cream,” Coffey said. “And 
then I thought, since a few months 
from that, my birthday would land 
on a Friday, so I thought why don’t 
we make a shaving cream event Sat-
urday?” 

In attendance was Young Adult 
Librarian Maxine Girard and Library 
Page Gracen Moriarty who spoke 
about the event in its first year.

“It’s wonderfully chaotic. It’s 
just a lot of fun because it’s surpris-
ing to see what they can do with 
bottles of shaving cream and mis-
cellaneous things,” Girard said.

“During our slime event Irelyn 

Residents voiced concerns as 
the garden manager is set to 
retire

By Dalton Zbierski
Correspondent 

WILBRAHAM – A roomful of gar-
deners arrived at the Jan. 7 Wilbraham 
Select Board meeting to show support for 
the Community Gardens.

While not in real danger, the future of 
the town’s gardening club is uncertain. 

Next month, town employee Melissa 
Graves is set to retire. Graves has man-
aged the gardens for well over a decade, 
as the club has excelled and grown in pop-
ularity. 

Town Administrator Nick Breault ex-
plained, however, that Graves’ gardening 

duties were never part of any job descrip-
tion she holds with the town. Her job title 
is administrative assistant. 

Several members voiced concerns 
about the club’s future, when Graves steps 
down as manager. They want the town to 
consider hiring a point person to serve a 
similar role to what Graves has had for all 
these years. 

“I am here to speak on behalf of the 
importance of the garden. As you can see, 
it’s a big deal to a lot of us,” said longtime 
Wilbraham resident Charlie Hines. “The 
garden season starts around May and 
goes until November, so I think whatev-
er the cost of the garden is that the town 
has been paying, I think it’s a drop in the 
bucket, especially given the fact that there 
are months and months of use of the gar-
den.” 

Sam Webster 
(Right) and Carter 

Witruk (Left) give a 
big thumbs up for 

shaving cream.

Shaving cream
funfunTurley photos by Noelle Hisgen

Sand for Seniors

People put lots of shaving 
cream onto Library Page Gracen 
Moriarty’s hands. 

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers
A shot at the Wilbraham Community Gardens on Monson Road in Wilbraham. The 
photo was taken on Jan. 11, during its offseason. 

Wilbraham Community Gardens 
get strong show of support

Please see SANDMAN, page 7Please see FUN, page 16

Please see GARDENS, page 5
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Climate Controlled Units 
Available

Units & Sizes Available:
Climate Controlled 5x10/10x10

Regular Units 5x10/10x10/10x15/10x20/10x30

Outside Parking Spaces Also 
Available for Boats, RVs, Trailers, Etc.

New Owners

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Selectboard met with 
members from town departments and com-
mittees for a second Municipal Meeting on 
Jan. 7.

The meeting continues discussions on 
prioritization and planning for municipal 
building renovations and capital improve-
ments, with a third Municipal Meeting also 
scheduled for Feb. 4.

Updates on Outstanding Questions 
Chair Don Davenport addressed out-

standing questions from the prior meeting, 
including the documents pertaining to the 
Town House and any stipulations on the gift 
from Miss Elizabeth Sessions.

Pulling up the town warrant from Au-
gust 7, 1931, Davenport noted Article Four 
which stated the gift of “a building to be 
used for consolidated school, gymnasium, 
library, town offices and community pur-
poses.”

“The town voted unanimously to accept 
that,” Davenport said.

Davenport added no stipulations were 
noted.

From here, Davenport explained their 
attorney was consulted on what needed to 
be done regarding the use of Thornton W. 
Burgess Middle School for town offices 
due to being taken by an eminent domain 
for school purposes in the past.

The answer? A town warrant article 
that would need a two-thirds vote from the 
town to change the purpose of the original 
eminent domain taking from only “school” 
purposes to other municipal uses.

From there, there would need to also be 
an article to pass by a majority vote for ad-
ditional funding requests.

Layout Updates
Town Administrator Brian Domina 

shared the latest layout he marked up from 

Tighe & Bond, adding he is waiting to set 
up a meeting with them.

Pointing out specific areas, Domina not-
ed the Parks & Rec for office space, locker 
rooms and the gymnasium.

“There’s been a request from Parks & 
Rec to have additional classroom space, 
that’s what shown right here, so that they 
can expand programming and that doesn’t 
need the gymnasium,” Domina said.

On the existing library in TWB, Domina 
said there was a site visit with some of the 
library’s trustees, director and staff, with a 
request for additional classroom space in 
the front of the building.

“This would be more of the general li-
brary, adult library and this would be more 
of the kids and teen section down here to 
try to keep those spaces separate,” Domina 
said.

Domina added maintenance and town 
meeting auditorium would remain the 
same, while different groups of offices were 
plugged in based on their function and con-
venience to people coming into the build-
ing, including building, zoning, conserva-
tion and financials.

“There’s the existing nurse’s office and 
some rooms here, so that’s where Tighe & 
Bond suggested Board of Health coordi-
nator, public health nurse, those types of 
things,” Domina said. “Town Administra-
tor, Selectboard in the main corridor and 
then two dedicated meeting rooms here and 
then a third meeting room here is what was 
suggested. We do have a lot of permanent 
documents in the Town House, currently, so 
this would dedicate two full classrooms to 
modifying those for that.”

Dedicated space for the community 
food pantry for families and access control 
points would also be included.

Parks & Rec Insights 
Dan Blanchard, director of Parks and 

Rec, said “it was a tremendous opportuni-
ty” for the department as they’ve been of-

fering 30 new programs since Fall 2023, 
with hopes for more.

“We’ve had a lot of positive feedback 
from the residents about the new programs 
that we’ve offered. They’ve been--I would 
say very successful--so we’d like to keep 
that momentum running and a move over 
for us would be huge,” Blanchard said.

Increased accessibility and efficiency 
was also a highlight, with Blanchard ex-
plaining benefits include office organiza-
tion such as storage, dedicated access to 
secure buildings for after-hours programs, 
increased parking, ADA accessibility, 
sports field maintenance and handling pro-
gram issues.

“So, all of these things are to improve 
Parks and Rec and the things that we can 
offer the town,” Blanchard said.

Blanchard stressed the main benefit to a 
move for Parks and Rec would be “to real-
ly exponentially expand and diversify pro-
gramming to benefit residents of all ages.”

“For me, from a Parks and Rec perspec-
tive, a move over there would not just bene-
fit the Parks and Rec office and employees, 
but also the community with expanded pro-
gramming, being on-site and having a pos-
itive impact on the residents through Parks 
& Rec,” Blanchard said.

Thoughts from Other 
Departments and Committees

Treasurer Richard Patullo said the lay-
out “is a good first stab at it.”

“It gives us a good working foil. How, 
what can we improve upon, so yeah I appre-
ciate this a lot,” Patullo said.

Historical Commission Chair Connie 
Witt suggested the Historical Commission 
have its own office.

“I was thinking with the Veteran’s Of-
fice, that’s 900 square feet. That could be 
a wall between (that),” Witt said. “We cer-
tainly--the Historical Commission--doesn’t 
need 900 square feet.”

After Davenport commented there was 

an opportunity for expansion and using 
space for multiple offices, Domina agreed 
and noted another version of the layout in-
cluded a generic boards and commissions 
room.

“I mean, we have Historic, we have Ad-
visory, we have CPC--Community Preser-
vation Committee--I’m sure I’m missing 
some of them--but there’s definitely the 
opportunity for folks to have office space 
there,” Domina said.

When Domina noted how that could 
also help encourage more residents to vol-
unteer with boards and committees, Witt 
agreed.

“If it’s used correctly and it’s used a 
lot by the public, you’re going to get more 
public--more people--interested in volun-
teering because everything’s going to be at 
one place. There are going to be multiple 
people in the building all the time and it’ll 
be a more social thing for people to do, to 
volunteer,” Witt said.

The senior center was also brought up 
again, leading to several minutes of dis-
cussion on where this would fit--if consid-
ered--with Peter Hatch and Senior Center 
Building Committee Chair Gary Weiner 
sharing their takes on this consideration.

Mary Ellen Glover, a former Select-
board Member, asked what happens if this 
passes at town meeting.

“What happens to this building? Do you 
need to have another committee to decide 
what you’re going to use this building for 
and go through this whole process again for 
this building?” Glover said.

Davenport replied yes.
“And throughout the whole process, do 

you share with taxpayers what this will do 
to their tax bills?” Glover said.

Davenport confirmed yes.
After further discussion, everyone 

agreed to hold a third meeting.

Selectboard holds second Municipal Meeting

National Pie Day
HAMPDEN – The Hampden Se-

nior Center will be celebrating Na-
tional Pie Day on Jan. 23 at 12:30 p.m. 
Join us for a delicious slice—or two—
of pie!

Stay and play Bingo with Phil after 
pie too!

Please call 566-5588 to sign up to 
let us know you’re coming.

\WILBRAHAM – The Wil-
braham Town Clerk’s Office is 
announcing that nomination pa-
pers are now available for place-
ment of your name as a candidate 
on the Saturday, May 17, 2025 
Annual Town Election ballot.  

The last day to obtain nomina-
tion papers is Wednesday, March 

26, 2025.  The positions being 
voted that day are one Select 
Board member for three years, 
one Assessor for three years, 
one Regional School Commit-
tee member for three years, one 
Cemetery Commissioner for three 
years, one Water Commissioner 
for three years, two Library Trust-

ees for three years, one 
Library Trustee for 
one year, one Planning 
Board Member for five 
years, and one Wilbra-
ham Housing Authority 
member for five years.  

The deadline for submission 
to the Registrars for certifica-
tion is Friday, March 28, 2025 
at 5 p.m. and 50 signatures from 
registered Wilbraham voters are 
required to have a name listed on 
the ballot as a candidate.  

We suggest calling our office 
to set up an appointment to pick 
up the papers.   

Contact the Town Clerk’s Of-
fice at 596-2800, ext. 200 if you 
have any questions.  Office hours 
are Monday thru Friday, 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Nomination papers available

How to prevent fires
WILBRAHAM/HAMPDEN - About half of all heat-

ing-related fires in Massachusetts involve appliances like 
fireplaces and wood stoves. If you haven’t had your chim-
ney and flue inspected and cleaned, please do it soon. This 
can reduce the most common types of solid fuel heating 
fires. In the meantime, always use a fireplace screen or close 
the wood stove door and keep anything that can burn at least 
three feet away on all sides. 

A message from Wilbraham and Hampden Fire & Life 
Safety Educators
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

WINTER HOURS
OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 7AM – 8PM

OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY 7AM -7PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH FOR 
GOOD HEALTH!

Randall’s 
Chicken Pot Pies 

Every Wednesday! 

January is National Soup Month
Fresh “Homemade” Soups 

2 Varieties Each Day!

Fresh Blueberries Pint Size ... 2 For $7.00
Fresh Raspberries 6oz Size ... 2 For $7.00
Fresh Blackberries 6oz Size .. 2 For $7.00
California Navel Oranges ...... 8 For $2.99
Grape Tomatoes Pint Size ...... 2 For $4.00
Romaine Lettuce Hearts 3 Pack ..... $2.99
Hot House
Seedless Cucumbers ...........  2 For $3.00
Green Peppers Extra Large ......... $1.49 lb
Boar’s Head 
Cracked Pepper Turkey ............. $11.99 lb
Boar’s Head Asiago Cheese ...... $7.99 lb

SpSpecials January 15-21

GREAT SELECTION OF SOUP MIXESGREAT SELECTION OF SOUP MIXES

Plus All The 
Ingredients To

 Make Your Own 
Favorite Soups

Look For Our Daily 
Menu Selections At

BEAT THE WINTER BLUES
www.randallsfarm.netwww.randallsfarm.net

Colorful Blooming Primrose
4-inch Pots $3.99 each

Mood Boosting 
“Vitamin F” For Flowers!

Red “Motivation” 
Bouquets ~ $14.99

Red Blooms Epitomizing Courage
Pink “Gratitude” 

Bouquets ~ $14.99
Pink Blooms For Gratitude
And Opening Of The Heart

   Colorful Fresh Cut Colorful Fresh Cut 
 Tulip Bouquets $9.99  Tulip Bouquets $9.99 

It’s Our Anniversary!
Celebrating 60 Years of Success, 

One Client At A Time!

• Located in Post Office 
Park, Wilbraham

• Helping clients live 
 their best financial life 

since 1965
• Accomplished, Friendly 

and Professional
• Contact us for a
 no-fee consultation

at

Securities offered through LPL Financial.  Member FINRA/SIPC.  Advisory services offered through
Trombley Associates, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.

85 Post Office Park • Suite 8524
Wilbraham, MA  01095

Phone 413-596-6992
trombleyassociates.com

Mike Trombley, Financial Advisor, Former MLB Player; 
Barbara Trombley, CPA, Financial Advisor

Goes into effect 2025-
2026 school year

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The School 
Committee unanimously approved 
on Jan. 9 to move to three-tiered sys-
tem options for bus transportation 
for the 2025-2026 school year.

The decision comes after ongoing 
issues with bus transportation in the 
district, including staffing issues and 
buses arriving late to pick up and/or 
drop off students at school.

After two parents shared their 
concerns during public input, Alvin 
Morton, executive director for the 
Lower Pioneer Valley Educational 
Collaborative, apologized to the dis-
trict, students and parents.

“It’s not purposefully done, it’s 
not intentionally done. It’s just some-
thing that’s happening right now. It’s 
not like we’re not working on the sit-
uation. We are,” Morton said.

Morton said they are working to 
fill openings for bus drivers and are 
“trying to find creative and innova-
tive ways in order to recruit and to 
retain people,” adding when he first 
entered the role with LPVEC, he 
asked, “When was the last time that 
we had a full compliment of drivers” 
in all seven member districts, includ-
ing Hampden-Wilbraham.

The answer was right before the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“I just wanted to make sure that 
it’s not something that we take light-
ly. If anybody knew me, it’s some-
thing that we want to take pride in the 
services that we provide and there’s 
no reason to take pride in the ser-
vices that we’re providing currently 
in the regional public schools,” Mor-
ton said.

The Numbers, Issues
and Remedies

Currently, the school district is 
in a two-tier system with 33 routes 
and drivers, 10.92 routes and drivers 

for specialized transportation and 10 
monitors for specialized transpor-
tation, with the average daily hours 
weekly total coming out to 29 hours.

There’s also a need for two spare 
drivers for regular transportation and 
a spare driver for specialized trans-
portation.

The FY26 costs for the two-tier 
system are $2,337,914 for regular 
transportation, $75,417 each for one 
Career and Technical Education bus 
and one METCO bus and $965,002 
for specialized transportation.

Morton said the biggest issue 
concerns the shortage of employees 
for the Wilbraham garage.

“You have 24 of 33 routes that 
are covered for regular transporta-
tion which leaves 9 open routes. You 
have 7.9 of the 10.92 for specialized 
transportation, so at least three open 
routes,” Morton said.

There are also no substitute driv-
ers and eight out of 10 monitors for 
specialized transportation are filled, 
leaving two open positions.

Morton said Hampden-Wilbra-
ham is one of two districts to be in 
the two-tier system, with the other 
town being Longmeadow which has 
seven buses while Hampden-Wilbra-
ham has 33 buses.

“The reason I bring this up is 
one of the reasons why we can’t 
retain drivers in the Hampden-Wil-
braham (district is) because the av-
erage weekly hours are pretty low, 
so they’re making the same hourly 
rate but they’re not making the same 
total because their weekly hours are 
lower compared to some of the other 
districts,” Morton said. “So, people 
prefer to go to other districts.”

Morton also explained the other 
factors contributing to issues includ-
ed combining routes to get students 
to and from school, which led to 
the longer routes, mechanics and all 
managers and supervisors also driv-
ing buses and the late arrivals.

The parent, guardian and caregiv-
er transportation app MyRide K12 
not working when routes are com-
bined was another topic.

“When you combine routes, that 

app does not work because it cannot 
read two different buses when you 
combine two different routes,” Mor-
ton said. “So, if it’s a single route, 
you still will be able to track your 
kid’s progress to and from school, 
but when we combine routes the app 
does not work.”

Additional factors were notifi-
cations to families when buses are 
running late, students being late or 
missing school activities and more 
traffic on the roads.

The remedies, Morton said, are 
monetarily incentivizing drivers and 
monitors for the CBA to pick up extra 
runs during already scheduled routes 
and for not missing work, working 
with the Valley Opportunity Council 
to see if homeless and migrant fam-
ilies in Chicopee and West Spring-
field are eligible and interested in 
employment as drivers and monitors, 
working with the Hampden County 
Sheriff’s Department on possibly 
utilizing retired correctional officers 
as substitute drivers after training, 
hiring a Bilingual/Spanish speaking 
Bus Driver Trainer and direct mail-
ings to several communities.

Morton then showed a compar-
ison between a two-tier system and 
a three-tier system, with three tiers 
having 28 routes and drivers for reg-
ular transportation and 10.92 routes 
and drivers for specialized trans-
portation, while two spare drivers 
for regular transportation, one spare 
driver for specialized transportation 
and two substitute drivers would still 
be needed.

“All I’m just proposing is the fact 
that if you stay with the two-tier sys-
tem, we’re trying to get to that full 
complement of those drivers, which 
we’ve not been totally successful 
in with this time period, but we are 
making progress there,” Morton said.

The costs for the three-tier sys-
tem would be $2,011,217 for regular 
transportation, $77,354 each for one 
Career and Technical bus and one 
METCO bus and specialized trans-
portation would remain the same at 

School Committee approves three-tier 
system for bus transportation

Please see SCHOOL, page 5
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
1/16/25-1/22/251/16/25-1/22/25

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SALMON FILLETS .........................

$191
lb

lb77¢

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

HOWELLS 
JAMMY JOEYS CAKES 6.7 OZ ...... 99¢

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$699
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG .........

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP ROUND
ROAST or STEAKS ........................BEEF 

RIB EYE

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$399

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$799
lb

$977
lb

TAILGATE TIME!

$335
lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS .........

USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE
POR RIBS .........................

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS ...........

$255
lb

$249

lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI 
TURKEY BREAST ..................$399
SLICED IN OUR DELI
MUENSTER CHEESE .........

$599
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS ..$217

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
FRESH BONELESS

SHAVED STEAK................

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

$777
lb

BEEF STRIP LOIN 
STEAKS

WHOLE WHOLE 
OR OR 

HALFHALF

Ferrara Consulting 
& Properties

Consulting all Matters 
of Real Estate

Art Ferrara

(413) 348-5827

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The library kicked off 
a new year of reading and introspective 
conversations through their book clubs on 
Jan. 11.

It all began at 11 a.m. with the Satur-
day Book Club, followed by the Silent 
Book Club Chapter at 12:15 p.m. and the 
Social Justice Book Club at 2 p.m.

This month’s reads were “The Per-
sonal Librarian” by Marie Benedict and 
“South to America: A Journey Below the 
Mason-Dixon to Understand the Soul of 
a Nation” by Imani Perry. For the Silent 
Book Club, attendees can bring their own 
books while enjoying a hot cup of coffee 
or tea.

At the Saturday Book Club, “The Per-
sonal Librarian” is about J. P. Morgan’s 
personal librarian, Belle da Costa Green, 
an African-American woman forced 
to hide her true identity and pass off as 
white.

The consensus among the members 
was the book was well-researched and 
detailed, they loved the main character 
and enjoyed the refresher on history and 
discussions around race, self-confidence 
and maintaining a reputation, family dy-
namics, conformity, difficult choices and 
more.

The drawbacks were the readability 
and not finding the book a page-turner, 
but still looking forward to picking up the 
book. Other members added they, also, 
had a hard time getting into it.

Throughout the discussion, Director 
Ellen Moriarty oversaw the group, pre-
senting discussion questions and passing 
around additional books “An Illuminated 

Life: Belle de Costa Greene’s Journey 
from Prejudice to Privilege” by Heidi Ar-
dizzone and “Belle Greene” by Alexandra 
Lapierre providing further insight into de 
Costa Greene.

The book club also uses a rating sys-
tem between one and five stars to rate the 
books.

Mary Luff, one of the members, en-
joys the book club because she would 
read books she wouldn’t normally read.

“I learn a lot and it’s great to talk 
about some of these books with people 
who I feel comfortable speaking my mind 
about. It’s a good, safe place,” Luff said.

On this month’s book, Luff said, “It 
was a hard book to read” but “a very im-
portant book because it got me thinking.”

“That’s the other thing about the book 
club is you get to read from different per-
spectives and it gives you more empathy 
about what life must have been like for 
different people--not just nowadays--but 
in different time periods,” Luff said.

After reflecting on her favorite reads 
from 2024, which were “The History of 
Bees” by Maja Lunde, “The Heaven & 
Earth Grocery Store” by James McBride 
and “James” by Percival Everett, Luff 
shared she was excited about what this 
year’s reads would bring.

“I’m looking forward to seeing what 
Ellen has in store for us,” Luff said. “I’m 
enjoying the nonfiction books because I 
really get to parts of history and lives I 
don’t know about and I’m learning about.”

Moriarty expressed excitement about 
this month’s book clubs, encouraging res-
idents to read more books this year.

Her 2024 favorites were “Tom Lake” 
by Ann Patchett, “Sidonia’s Seam Bind-
ing” by Hanna Perlstein-Marcus, “Stop 
Buying Bins & Other Blunt but Practical 
Advice from a Professional Organizer” by 
Bonnie Borromeo Tomlinson and “The 
Thursday Murder Club” 
by Richard Osman.

“More books, more 
interesting discussions,” 
Moriarty said. “Always 
looking forward to new fic-
tion!”

On the Social Justice 
Book Club’s book pick, 
Moriarty emphasized the 
history.

“This was a really good 
book. It was very long, but 
very informative. A couple 
of our book club members 
said today they weren’t big 

history buffs in their younger years and 
someone said it was the way we were pre-
sented with the history. It was boring, it was 
not something we could relate to,” Moriarty 
said. “But in this book, she talks a lot about 
the history of the South throughout the his-
tory of America, but she ties in stories, so it 
makes it much more relatable and she stays 
with that theme through the book.”

Moriarty encourages the community 
to check out the book clubs, adding she is 
open to suggestions.

“We are welcoming to new members all 
the time. There’s no requirement. You don’t 
have to read the book every month, you can 
pick and choose which ones you want to 
read,” Moriarty said. “We always have ex-
tra copies at the front desk every month and 
we’re a very fun group.”

For anyone interested, February’s reads 
are “Hello Beautiful” by Ann Napolitano 
for the Saturday Book Club and “The New 
Jim Crow” by Michelle Alexander for the 
Social Justice Book Club.

The book clubs will next meet on Feb. 8.

“The Personal Librarian” generated a lot of discussion among the Saturday Book Club 
members, including the history behind the novel, which was a Good Morning America 
Book Club pick in 2024.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Mary Luff shares her thoughts on this month’s book as the members look on.

Book Clubs kick off 2025 with thought-provoking reads

“The Personal Librarian” by Marie 
Benedict was this month’s pick for the 
Saturday Book Club at Hampden Free 
Public Library.

Great Decisions
Discussion Group Returns

WILBRAHAM – Registration has begun for the 2025 
Great Decisions Discussion Group at the Wilbraham Pub-
lic Library. Starting Feb. 5, the group will meet weekly 
on Wednesdays from 4 to 5:30 p.m. through March 26.

Each year, Foreign Policy Association selects eight 
critical issues facing the country to be the subjects of con-
versation. The topics for 2025 include American Foreign 
Policy at a Crossroads, U.S. Changing Leadership of the 
World Economy, U.S.-China Relations, India: Between 
China, the West, and the Global South, International Co-
operation on Climate Change, The Future of NATO and 
European Security, AI and American National Security, 
and American Foreign Policy in the Middle East: Taking 
Stock and Looking Ahead.

Participants are encouraged to order a briefing book 
to read in advance so they can be informed and ready to 
engage. Briefing books are available on the association’s 
website, fpa.org. One copy of the briefing book will be 
available at the Service Desk for in-library reading. To 
register and learn more, visit wilbrahamlibrary.org, or 
call the library at 413-596-6141.
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SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. This regulates 

cortisol production 
(abbr.)

  5. People of northern 
Vietnam

  8. Employee stock 
ownership plan

 12. Regions
 14. The center of a city
 15. Hindu serpentine 

deity
 16. Roared
 18. Sun up in New York
 19. “Sir” in Malaysian
 20. Shrimp dish
 21. Muckraker Tarbell
 22. Apex
 23. Harmonic effects
 26. One of Babe Ruth’s 

nicknames
 30. Groups in organic 

chemistry
 31. More pleasant-tas-

ting
 32. Spring forward

 33. Noted writer
 34. Building occupied 

by monks
 39. “The world’s most 

famous arena”
 42. Colorless liquid 

hydrocarbon
 44. Long or fast 

speech
 46. Things you can eat
 47. Substance in which 

magnetic moments 
are not aligned

 49. Actor Idris
 50. I (German)
 51. Taxes
 56. Indonesian island
 57. Nuisance (slang)
 58. Shawl
 59. Digits
 60. Moved on foot 

quickly
 61. ”For goodness __”
 62. Facial body part
 63. Russian river
 64. Urinates

CLUES DOWN
  1. Partner to “oohs”
  2. Scaly water dweller
  3. Pueblo people of 

New Mexico
  4. Music producer Teo
  5. Greek mythological 

goddess
  6. Got together to 

discuss
  7. Acquires
  8. Involve
  9. Some are toma-

to-based
 10. Old Irish alphabets
 11. A sheet of glass in 

a window or door
 13. Blood poisoning
 17. A moon of Saturn
 24. Neither
 25. Sums
 26. They follow “A”
 27. Satisfaction
 28. People of sout-

heastern Burma
 29. Small amount

 35. Guy (slang)
 36. Sound unit
 37. Midway between 

northeast and east
 38. Affirmative
 40. Almost at the top
 41. Extremely slow
 42. Pearl Jam’s debut 

album
 43. Influential 

mid-century 
playwright

 44. Martens
 45. Approval
 47. Dallas-adjacent 

Texas city
 48. African nation
 49. Dark brown or 

black
 52. A place to get 

caught
 53. Large-headed, 

elongated fish
 54. Type of sword
 55. Scottish tax or levy

The Community Gardens, located on 
Monson Road, include around 60 plots, 
although some are split up. The cost per 
plot is approximately $30. 

Sue Burke, who has lived in Wil-
braham for over 50 years, considers the 
Community Gardens to be an import-
ant resource for a variety of community 
members. 

“Like many people in town, we don’t 
have a lot of sun on our own property. We 
have shade,” Burke said. “The garden is 
where we can grow things, and we can 
have that pleasure of picking a pea fresh 
off the vine and enjoying it as well as be-
ing able to bring it home or donate it – 
many of us have through the kind efforts 
of some people.” 

Eric Ball, who has only lived in the 
town for several years, said the Commu-
nity Gardens are used and beloved by 
people of all ages. 

“I have a four-year-old, and I’ll tell 
you the joy of watching him go and say, 
‘Dad, look at the peppers coming off,’ 
and grabbing it right off of the vine,” Ball 
said. “We’ve been doing it for the last two 
years, and it’s something I didn’t have 
from where I moved from, so it’s definite-
ly a pleasure to have that. We would hope 
that there’s a way to continue that. Again, 
watching the joy of a four-year-old run-
ning right through there and eating it off 
of the vine, there’s nothing better.” 

Select Board Chair Sue Bunnell said 
it was a pleasure to have a full house. She 
added that the town has no intention of 
acting to the detriment of the garden club 
or Community Gardens. 

“[This conversation is about respon-
sibilities that are] part of someone’s job 
who’s retiring. It’s not like we’re trying to 
make this go away,” Bunnell said. 

Breault echoed that the town fully 
understands the value of the Community 
Gardens and the opportunities it provides 
for recreation, learning and 
socialization. 

“So, the value of the 
property is not in dispute 
whatsoever,” Breault said. 

Breault complimented 
Graves for doing a “terrific 
job” managing the garden 
and said the town is in the 
process of trying to fill that 
position. 

“As we always do, 
meaning Human Resourc-
es and the Select Board, 

when a change is happening in a position, 
there’s a thorough review of the job de-
scription, and often times there will be 
changes made,” Breault said. 

Changes to the job could include re-
configuration for field duties, which could 
impact numerous town departments, as 
responsibilities are divided up. 

“This position is going to go more to 
the letter of what it is, which is an admin-
istrative in-house position for the Conser-
vation and for the Building Department,” 
Breault said. 

It is unclear at this point if the posi-
tion will be made full-time or part-time. It 
could fall under the Department of Parks 
and Recreation, Conservation or DPW. 

“Then, there needs to be discussion 
about more administrative details about 
the funding source. Is it going to be a re-
volving fund rather than a general fund,” 
Breault said. “Again, all things having 
nothing to do with what the main purpose 
is, which is to provide an opportunity to 
garden in the town of Wilbraham.” 

Ultimately, Breault recommended 
that the Select Board give consideration 
to hiring a part-time person for a season, 
who will have conversations with the gar-
deners to help discover a more permanent 
solution. 

Regardless, the gardeners will have 
more responsibility than ever before, ac-
cording to Breault. 

“Again, I appreciate the difficulty of 
saying to a group of folks who want to 
garden that all of a sudden this needs to 
be managed by you, but that’s the situa-
tion we’re in. That’s what I ask the board 
to talk about,” Breault said.

Since this meeting, the item was ad-
dressed the following week during the Se-
lect Board’s Jan. 13 meeting.

To learn what happened next, check 
out this week’s edition. 

$965,002.
Comparing the total costs, the two-tier 

system is $3,453,750, while the tier-three 
system is $3,130,927, a monetary differ-
ence of $322,823.

When comparing current and recom-
mended bell schedules and arrivals for the 
two tiers, Morton said this.

“I talked to Superintendent Provost, 
these are just recommended. We have 

room to move in these particular time pe-
riods. They may not work. Currently, the 
way they’re set up, they had to give you 
some type of projection, what we’re look-
ing at,” Morton said. “But, these are just 
recommended, but we have some room to 
move around in these time periods if they 
don’t currently work in the way if you so 
choose to go to a three-tier system.”

The discussion later concluded with 
input from the School Committee along 
with parents.

SCHOOL from page 3

GARDENS from page 1

Cookbook Club at 
the Wilbraham 
Library

WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham 
Public Library Cookbook Club is 
meeting on Wednesday, Feb. 5 at 6:30 
p.m.

This month’s selection is “Barefoot 
Contessa at Home” by Ina Garten.

Please let the library know what 
you’re bringing when registering so 
we do not duplicate recipes. Cooking 
is encouraged but not required for at-
tendance. 

Copies of the book are available 
now at the Service Desk.

The Cookbook Club meets on the 
first Wednesday of every other month 
at 6:30 p.m. 

This program is free and open to the 
public, and registration is required. For 
more information or to register, please 
call the library at 413-596-6141.

WILBRAHAM – Assistant Library 
Director Mary Bell will give a hands-on 
demonstration of Ancestry Library Edi-
tion at the Wilbraham Public Library on 
Wednesday, Jan. 29 from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. 

She will give a brief introduction 
of how to use the online resource in the 
Brooks Room, followed by time in which 
participants use library computers or their 
own laptops to access the database and 
search for themselves. All participants 
will be given a starter kit with forms and 
tips for researching genealogy.

“Ancestry Library Edition includes 
records of the U.S. Census from 1790 
to 1950, military records such as World 
War I and II draft cards, and other records 
worldwide. International records avail-

able include particularly good coverage 
in Canada and the United Kingdom,” said 
Bell. 

Images of original records, including 
immigration records and town records of 
births, marriages, and deaths can be saved 
to a flash drive or sent to your email from 
Ancestry Library Edition. It is accessible 
in-library only, but can be used through 
both library computers or personal devic-
es connected to the library’s Wi-Fi.

This program is free and open to the 
public. Space is limited, and registration 
is going on now.

For more information, contact the Wil-
braham Library at 413-596-6141 or visit 
the Event Calendar online at www.wilbra-
hamlibrary.org.

Searching Your Family History with 
Ancestry Library Edition

Republican Town 
Committee hosting 
Inauguration Day 
Celebration

WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham 
Republican Town Committee will be 
hosting an Inauguration Day Celebra-
tion at 6 p.m. at the Country Club of 
Wilbraham on Monday, Jan. 20. All are 
welcome to join the festivities.

For those who would also like to 
join for a meal or beverage, a special 
menu and bar will be available.

We hope to see you at the Celebra-
tion.

Women’s Club 
hosting Luncheon 
Card & Game 
Party

WILBRAHAM - The Saint Cecil-
ia Women’s Club is holding a LUN-
CHEON CARD & GAME PARTY, 
Thursday, Jan. 23, at the St. Cecilia Par-
ish Center, 42 Main St., Wilbraham.  

Come with friends to play any game 
of your choice and enjoy a delicious 
luncheon.  Donation is $10.  Check-in 
begins at 11:30 a.m. with lunch served 
at Noon.  

There will also be a raffle for many 
prizes and gift cards.  Proceeds help to 
fund the club’s scholarships and dona-
tions to other needy organizations in the 
area. 

 For reservations, please call Sue 
Agnew, 596-9480. 

WPD Annual
Activity Report

WILBRAHAM – The police depart-
ment shared the 2024 Annual Activity 
Report. In 2024, there were 22,956 total 
calls for service. Broken down, the num-
bers are as follows:

Arrests: 327
Crashes: 285
M/V Stops: 2,290
Violations: 1,947; 1,808 were civil 

violations and 139 were criminal viola-
tions

Patrol Checks: 8,712
Domestic: 133
Mental Health: 102
Medical/Assist EMS: 476
Residents can go on WPD Alerts to 

continue following to receive activity re-
ports, community alerts and more.
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Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri-
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to krivers@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly 

correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor-
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito-
rial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu-
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hamp-
den TIMES is published ev-
ery Thursday by Turley Pub-
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho-
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos.

Editorial 
Policy

The Wilbraham-Hampden
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Kristin Rivers

krivers@turley.com
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SALES

Jocelyn Walker
jwalker@turley.com
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283-8393, Fax  (413) 289-1977.
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returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.
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DEANNA SLOAT
Graphics Manager

TEAM
VIEWPOINTS

Election letters to the 
editor welcome

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times welcomes read-
ers to participate in this year’s election campaigns by 
writing letters to the editor for publication on these pag-
es. Letters of up to 250 words from local residents en-
dorsing candidates on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 
care of Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to krivers@
turley.com. Please include a daytime telephone number 
for verification purposes (it will not be printed). Letters 
must be received by noon Monday to be considered for 
that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack letters will be 
printed. No letters written by candidates supporting their 
own candidacy will be printed. If the volume of letters 
received is larger than the space available in the news-
paper, or if the letters become repetitive, the newspaper 
reserves the right to print a representative sample. No 
endorsement letters will be printed in the last edition 
before the election. 

For more information, call the editor at 413-283-
8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the newspaper 

plans to print stories about contested races for Con-
gress, state Senate, state House, district attorney and 
Governor’s Council during the weeks leading up to the 
election, as well as a question-and-answer voters guide. 
In order to ensure fairness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor will reporters cover 
political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize their 
candidacy, beliefs and events may contact advertis-
ing, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in Wilbra-
ham-Hampden Times.

By Brandice J. O’Brien
Marketing and Communications 

Manager, Greater Springfield 
Habitat for Humanity

WEST SPRINGFIELD -On 
Dec. 29, 2024, the world lost, 
arguably, Habitat for Humanity 
International’s best-known vol-
unteer and advocate. Thirty-ninth 
President James Earl “Jimmy” 
Carter passed away at 100 years 
old. President Carter, and his late 
wife Rosalynn, began volunteer-
ing with Habitat in 1984. Since 
then, their involvement and dedi-
cation to the nonprofit only grew.

“We are deeply saddened by 
President Carter’s passing and our 
prayers are with the Carter fami-
ly,” said Jonathan Reckford, CEO 
of Habitat for Humanity Interna-
tional (HFHI). “We are grateful 
for the incredible impact the Car-
ters have had on Habitat and on 
the families who have benefitted 
from their shining example. The 
Carters put Habitat for Human-
ity on the map and their legacy 
lives on in every family we serve 
around the world.”

Three years after President 

Carter and Rosalynn, left the 
White House, the pair ventured 
to Americus, in their home state 
of Georgia, to work with Habitat 
for Humanity. The couple quickly 
realized Habitat’s mission aligned 
closely with their own values and 
soon developed a strong relation-
ship with the nonprofit to combat 
the affordable housing crisis.

“I think every human being has 
within himself or herself a desire 
to reach out to others and to share 
some of our blessings with those 
who are in need,” President Carter 
once said. “What’s opened up that 
avenue for me and my wife and 
hundreds and thousands of others 
is Habitat for Humanity. It makes 

it easy for us to reach out and work 
side by side with the homeowner 
who’s never had a decent house, 
perhaps. I haven’t been on a Hab-
itat project that I wasn’t thrilled 
and inspired and wept.”

“Habitat successfully removed 
the stigma of charity by substitut-
ing it with a sense of partnership,” 
President Carter once said.

The first “Carter Work Proj-
ect” was in September 1984 in 
New York City’s Lower East Side 
to renovate a six-story abandoned 
building for affordable housing. 
The Carters led dozens of volun-
teers to work alongside 19 fami-

lies.
President Carter hadn’t been 

active on a build site after 2019, 
but his namesake lives on. In its 
40 years, more than 108,100 vol-
unteers have participated in 14 
countries and built 4,447 Habitat 
homes in quick-turnaround con-
struction projects. 

A national day of mourning 
commemorating President Car-
ter was held Jan. 9. Flags will be 
flown at half-staff for 30 days, fol-
lowing the president’s death. To 
see more about President Carter’s 
contributions to Habitat, visit bit.
ly/4j7IQgE

Thank you, Mr. President

American wigeon

I received an email from a Brimfield resi-
dent on Dec. 15. 

He said he checked out a pond in Ludlow 

in preparation for doing the Christmas Bird 
Count with the Allen Bird Club. He said, “My 
wife and I have been covering the town of Lud-
low since 1989 and did my first count with the 
club in the late 1970s.”

He saw four American Wigeons. He said, 
“Males with white crown/forehead and female 
with gray head brown body was swimming 
with the males. The male’s white spot was very 
visible even to the unaided eye.”

The American wigeon is 21 inches long. 
The male has a white forehead and crown, gray 
head and a green iridescent patch through the 
eye. The male has a white spot before the tail, 
which the Brimfield mentioned in his email. 

The female has brownish sides, grayish 
head and sides, a dark eyespot and light gray 
bill with black tip. The female wigeon lays 
six to 12 white eggs in a grassy nest. The nest 
is concealed in rushes, sedge or under tree 
clumps. 

American wigeons feed on pond weeds, 
milfoil, wigeon grass, wild celery and eel-
grass. They may eat vexation stirred up by 
diving ducks such as canvasbacks. They sum-
mer on lakes and marshes and winter on wet 

meadows, lakes and protected costal waters. 
They are usually found in small flocks. During 
courtship competing males give whistling calls 
and lift folded wings nearly vertical above their 
back. Males give soft descending three syllable 
whistles.

Other birds
Other birds seen by the Brimfield resi-

dent at the Ludlow Reservoir were 63 Cana-
da geese, six mallards, 83 hooded mergansers, 
161 common mergansers, one ring-billed gull, 
three common loons and one bald eagle flew 
directly overhead just above the tree tops. Oth-
er birds were two American crows, two tufted 
titmice and two dark-eyed juncos.

Hooded mergansers 
I received an email from a woman on Dec. 

14. She said, “The ponds on Brook Road in 
West Warren have more treasures. Two days 
ago I saw a pair of hooded mergansers. I sat 
and watched for several minutes and they spent 
most of the time under water.”

Bird at feeder
I received an email from a woman on Dec. 

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Please see BACKYARD, page 7
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“The Sheriff’s Office sup-
plies the buckets of sand and the 
Fire Department delivers it for 
us. They are wonderful,” Har-
rington said.

According to Lt. Gregory 
Moss of the Sheriff’s Office, 
their staff has already delivered 
more than 800 buckets of sand 
to residents of Hampden County 
this winter.

“We go from Springfield 
to the hill towns—all over the 
place,” Moss said. “The Wil-
braham Fire Department helps 
us out by delivering it to homes 
there.”

Wilbraham resident Ruth 
Chappell was among those 
grateful to receive the sand. 

“The delivery was quick and 
easy and right to my front door,” 
she said.

“One in five calls to our de-
partment is fall-related,” noted 
Wilbraham Fire Department 
Captain and Fire & Life Safety 
Educator Patrick Farrow, as his 
team prepared to deliver sand.

Consequently, says Wilbra-
ham Firefighter Jeff Kristek, 
“We are all about prevention.”

“Sometimes you don’t realize 
how slick it is. A fall may lead to 
a hospital stay, which may lead 
to a stay in rehab, and result in 
seniors being away from home,” 
Kristek said. “And we know peo-
ple want to stay in their homes 
above all.”

In Hampden, seniors can 
call the Senior Center for sand 
delivery and refills throughout 
the winter. The sand is supplied 
by Hampden’s Highway De-
partment in five-gallon buckets 
donated by Home Depot and 
Lowe’s.

“The Fire Department deliv-
ers it to homes wherever request-
ed—on the front step, near the 
garage, next to the side door,” 
says Moriarty of the Hampden 
Senior Center. “It’s a great ser-
vice and wonderful system; so 
many seniors are unable to lift a 
heavy bucket of sand.”

“We are so grateful that the 
Fire Department is our partner,” 
Moriarty added.

Lt. Nick Bertrand of the 
Hampden Fire Department re-
ported that they had delivered 
close to 70 buckets of sand this 
winter as of Jan. 3. The depart-
ment has provided from 400 to 
500 buckets of sand to town se-
niors since the program began 
several years ago.

“Slip and falls are the number 
one reason for calls to the Fire 
Department,” Bertrand said. “We 
want to help keep seniors safe.”

Delivering sand to seniors is 
also a good way for residents to 
get to know Hampden’s firefight-
ers and EMTs, he adds.

In both Hampden and Wil-
braham, delivering sand is just 
part of broad efforts to keep se-
niors safe and healthy.

The Wilbraham Fire Depart-
ment is proactive, says Kristek. 
“If people have questions or con-
cerns about fall prevention, we 
want them to call us.”

For example, “We can go to 
people’s homes and help identi-
fy slip-and-fall hazards, such as 
throw rugs. If someone is falling 
out of bed, we can refer them to 
the Senior Center, which might 
help them to obtain bed rails,” 
Kristek said. “Or if someone is 
weak returning home from a che-
mo treatment we can go to their 
home and help them back inside. 
We would prefer to do that rather 

than respond to a fall.”
Bertrand of the Hampden 

Fire Department notes that his 
department’s outreach includes 
presentations of home safety tips 
and assistance with smoke and 
carbon monoxide detectors.

And, the Hampden Fire De-
partment picks up those empty 
five-gallon sand buckets at the 
end of the season. 

“You’ll see us on that first 
nice 60-degree day and know 
winter is over,” Bertrand said.

Hampden seniors may ar-
range for sand delivery by call-
ing the Senior Center at 566-
5588.

Wilbraham seniors with 
questions about home safety 
may call the Wilbraham Fire De-
partment at 596-3122.

SANDMAN from page 1

It would be for the season
By Kristin Rivers

Editor
krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The Select Board ap-
proved the Parks & Recreation Department 
to manage the Wilbraham Community Gar-
dens for the 2025 season on Jan. 13.

The approval comes one week after 
many residents--including members of 
the town’s gardening club--voiced support 
for the community gardens as Administra-
tive Assistant Melissa Graves--who also 
manages the gardens--is set to retire next 
month.

To learn more about last week’s discus-
sion, check out this week’s article.

The Wilbraham Community Gardens 
is located on Monson Road and includes 
around 60 plots, although some are split 
up. The cost per plot is approximately $30 
for the season.

Town Administrator Nick Breault ex-
plained he “got a little bit more informa-
tion” when he spoke with Graves after last 
week’s meeting about the gardens them-
selves.

“The revenue there is $2,400 annually. 
The expenses we do have in the ledger and 
the amount of expenses does not seem to 
exceed that $2,400 on any given year or 
special events like the utilization of the 
horses or something like that there would 
be some additional costs,” Breault said. “As 
far as the electricity and water and just in 
general--the porta potties--those expendi-
tures, they don’t appear to exceed the mon-
ey that comes in for that.”

Breault said the day after that meeting, 
he and Treasurer/Asst. TA of Budget & 
Finance Barbara Hancock had their bud-
get meeting with the Parks & Recreation 
Department, where the situation was dis-
cussed with Director Bryan Litz.

He added Litz “contacted some of his 
colleagues” and said “that he would volun-
teer--the Recreation Department--to be the 
one to take over the duties of administra-
tion” of the gardens and utilize the staff to 
help out alongside the volunteers, includ-
ing for the plot lines.

“Basically, the Recreation Department 
is prepared to take over or, at least, to ad-
minister at least for this season,” Breault 
said.

Another advantage, Breault said, was 
there would be a staff member on or around 
the area on Saturdays in case availability is 
needed.

“As far as any costs go, I could tell that 
money that comes in on revenue is sort of 
cost-mutual,” Breault said. “There was time 
where Melissa would be out in the field. She 
actually said that during the summer once 
things are up and running--barring some 
sort of unforeseen circumstance-- that it’s 
rather easy and not very many hours that 
are extended that way.”

After adding Parks & Rec noting the 
hours to have a better idea of the need could 
be helpful, Breault also noted the senti-
ment--as stated last week--about “what a 
great job Melissa has done and the results 
are undisputed and the value’s undisputed.”

He emphasized the duties are not part 
of the administrative assistant role as the 
position “is only intended to be an admin 
in-house position for the most part.”

“These are separate and above du-
ties that were specific to the individual,” 
Breault said.

Vice Chair Michael Squindo’s concern 
focused on “that there’s an unknown at a 
cost in the long run.”

“I don’t have an issue necessarily with 
the recommendation for them here. I think 
it’s good at least to get to an understand-
ing of the actual impacts, but I just want to 
be on the record in understanding that we 
don’t know all the impacts from it,” Squin-
do said.

Clerk Marc Ducey echoed Squindo’s 
concerns.

“I’ve dealt with Parks & Rec for so 
many years and I never heard them say 
there’s going to be additional costs to lit-
tle things. A lot of little things add up to 
something and I think that’s what this is. I 
don’t think it’s going to be insurmountable. 
I think they could do it for a year. I think 
they could get a better understanding of it 
in a year,” Ducey said. “So, I support doing 
it for a year and seeing how it goes. I don’t 
know exactly how many hours we need and 
then take it back and do something else for 
a bit. I don’t know what’s needed.”

Ducey added reviewing and addressing 
this again after understanding the hours 
that would be needed would be important.

Chair Sue Bunnell also favored the 
Parks & Rec Department taking on the gar-
dens for the season.

“We really need to make sure that 
things happen,” Bunnell said. “And so then 
we will have someone who’s doing admin-
istration and then assigning the plots and 
understanding some of that paperwork and 
is already kind of in (the) process.”

After additional comments from Squin-
do and Ducey--including a note about how 
other towns do volunteer gardens--residents 
shared their thoughts, with topics ranging 
from concerns on what the cost would be, 
praising Graves for how she managed the 
garden, agreeing with Parks & Rec over-
seeing the garden for the time being to ex-
pressing caution about the amount of time 
it would take for anyone who is doing this 
for the first time.

Bunnell stressed this.
“I don’t think we’re intending to add 

more of a burden to the volunteers, I think. 
What we’re hopeful of is that because it’s 
such a vibrant group that has such dedica-
tion that that level of engagement will con-
tinue and, therefore, help the people who’ll 
be stepping in to try and give the oversight 
and structure that they’re willing to contin-
ue,” Bunnell said.

Select Board approves Parks & Rec 
to manage community gardens

20. She wrote, “I have spotted a bird I 
believe to be a yellow warbler coming 
to my feeder. Myknowledge of the bird 
is that it migrates south or the winter.” 
She sent a photo, but the bird was eating 
so the beak and head were not visible. It 
had two white wing bars, olive color and 
some yellow. It may be a male American 
goldfinch in winter plumage. They do 
spend the winter here and retain some of 
their yellow feathers.

Loon fact
Most of the fish loons catch are small 

enough to be swallowed whole when 
they’re still underwater. However, when 
a loon captures a larger fish, it may 
need to return to the surface to subdue 
it before it is able to consume it. Loons 
may slap a fish against the surface of the 
water or repeatedly drop and recapture 
it until the fish stops struggling and is 
manageable enough to be swallowed.

Loons swallow fish whole, headfirst. 
When a loon starts to swallow a large 
fish, it will first ensure that it is oriented 
properly, sometimes dropping the fish 
and picking it up several times until it 
is properly positioned. Once the fish is 
aligned so that it is headfirst in the loon’s 
mouth, the loon begins the process of 

swallowing. Loons have sharp, rear-fac-
ing projections along the roof of their 
mouths and on their tongues. These pro-
jections, called denticles, interlock with 
the fish’s scales, ensuring that the fish is 
not able to escape back into the water. 
Loons then press their tongue into the 
fish and begin to inch it down the throat, 
into the esophagus. Depending on the 
size of the fish a loon is trying to eat, it 
may take a few seconds to several min-
utes for the loon to swallow. Once in the 
esophagus, the fish moves down into the 
gizzard. A loon may open its mouth and 
repeatedly extend its neck upward and 
then contract it back towards its body to 
help move particularly large fish through 
the esophagus to the gizzard.

American crow
I saw about five or six American 

crows foraging on a lawn on my way to 
church this cold Sunday morning. With 
the temperature registering 8 degrees F, 
the crows had their feathers all puffed up 
for warmth.

People may report a bird sighting or 
bird related experience by calling me at 
413-967-3505, leaving a message at ex-
tension 100, emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, 
Barre, MA 01005.

BACKYARD  from page 6

Parkison’s Support Group 
“Wellness Warriors” on 
Jan. 6, Dementia Support 
Groups on Jan. 13 and 27 

LONGMEADOW, Mass. – Ruth’s 
House Assisted Living Residence, lo-
cated on the JGS Lifecare campus and 
affiliated with Legacy Lifecare, will be 
holding specialized support groups for 
area residents and their families during 
the month of January.

A Parkison’s Support Group entitled 
“Wellness Warriors” will take place on 
Monday, Jan. 6 at 1 p.m. Led by Lau-
ra Devine, OTR/L, Rehabilitation Di-
rector and Facilitator and Delila Jones, 
Certified Ageless Grace Instructor, the 
session focuses upon the realities of a 
Parkinson’s diagnosis, how to empow-
er and inspire individuals with Parkin-
son’s through education, exercise, and 
emotional support as well as strategies 
to provide a supportive community for 

individuals living with Parkinson’s dis-
ease, their caregivers and loved ones.

The Alzheimer’s and Dementia Sup-
port Group will be held on Monday Jan. 
13 and Monday, Jan. 27 from 10 to 11:30 
a.m. Hosted By Scott Weiss, a Certified 
Support Group Facilitator and Certified 
Dementia Practitioner.  This dementia 
support group offers a safe space for 
caregivers to share experiences, receive 
emotional support, and gain practical 
tips for managing the challenges of de-
mentia care. Scott is a compassionate fa-
cilitator with extensive experience sup-
porting caregivers of individuals with 
Alzheimer’s disease. 

Admission is free and open to the 
public. Seating is limited and will be re-
served on a first come, first serve basis. 
Light refreshments will be served. To 
reserve a spot, request more information 
or find out about additional upcoming 
support groups, please contact Mary-
Anne Schelb at 413-935-1791 or email 
MSchelb@legacylifecare.org. Ruth’s 
House Assisted Living is located at 780 
Converse Street in Longmeadow.

Ruth’s House Assisted Living to 
Hold Parkinson’s and Dementia 
Support Groups in January

support local journalism



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESPage 8 January 16, 2025

OBITUARIES

Death 
Notices
Gina S. Kahn

Died Jan. 9, 2025
Services Jan. 18, 2025

Wilbraham Funeral 
Home

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-589-7564 Office ❖ 413-589-7588 Fax ❖ 413-531-5360

Gina S. Kahn
May 24, 1955 – January 9, 2025

WILBRAHAM - Gina (Sapienza) 
Kahn, age 69, passed away comfortably at 
home with her family on January 9, 2025, 
after a battle with brain cancer. Gina was 
born on May 24, 1955, in Lawrence, MA 
to parents Sam and Mary (Scuderi) Sapi-
enza. She grew up in a multi-generation-
al, multi-lingual house in Lawrence with 
her parents, grandparents and Agnes, her 
big sister and source of lifelong inspira-
tion. As a proud first-generation Sicil-
ian-American, Gina connected her family 
roots through Sicily, Lawrence, MA, and Wilbraham, MA. 
With annual participation in the Feast of the Three Saints, tire-
less work to better her community, and stubborn commitment 
to growing fig trees through the New England winter, Gina 
demonstrated her commitment to both her roots and her lega-
cy. She leaves behind lifelong friendships and a loving family 
that will long remember her kindness and dedication.

Gina attended Holy Rosary High School in Lawrence, MA, 
where she cultivated storytelling through writing, alongside 
sunrise trips to the beach with friends. She triple majored in 
Spanish, Psychology and Education at UMass, where she met 
the love of her life Jason (Jay) Kahn. Jay, a teaching assis-
tant in one of Gina’s freshman-year classes, was drawn to her 
brilliant writing, warmth and independence. At the end of the 
semester, Jay asked Gina to go on their first date, to see Paper 
Tiger, and share ice cream after. They immediately connected 
via a mutual love of the Beatles. Gina’s self-admitted crush on 
Paul McCartney didn’t prevent her relationship with Jay from 
blossoming into a deep connection of lifetime friendship and 
partnership.

After graduating from UMass, Jay said, “Come with me to 
Ohio,” which led to their engagement in the summer of 1976 
and wedding in spring of 1977. The handful of years in Ohio 
were packed with building a career, working as a social work-
er, and starting a family. Jay and Gina bought their first house 
in Canton, a place for sons Jason (b. 1980) and Jeff (b. 1983) 
to come home to.

Life and career brought the family to Wilbraham, where 
their third son Jared was born in 1987. Wilbraham quickly be-
came the center of a new life, with Gina devoting more time to 
her own education and earning a masters degree, then work-
ing as a school psychologist. While her career progressed at 
Hampden-Wilbraham Regional School District, the family 
squeezed in ski trips to Vermont, and completed their family 
when Jill was born in 1995. As long nights were spent crank-
ing out successful grants on her clicky keyboard, Gina was de-
voted to bringing joy into her home--heart-shaped pancakes on 
snow days, the world’s best Easter egg hunt clues, homemade 
birthday cakes, themed New Year’s Eve and Valentine’s Day 
parties with friends and neighbors, and the legendary brownies 
that magically appeared no matter the hour.

Gina raised more than $12 million in grant funding for 
student safety and mental health programs. She used her qui-
et influence to play a founding role in community organiza-
tions--the Ultimate Party, Rick’s Place, HWP4Y, Scantic Valley 
Y, Minnechaug Building Committee, and the new Wilbraham 
Senior Center. Her career was devoted to building strong com-
munities, spanning programs over the local, state, and national 
level. Throughout all the professional achievements, she held 
on to her reverence for education, earning an EdD at the age of 
58 with a dissertation on student bereavement.

In the winter of 2023 when Gina was diagnosed with brain 
cancer, brain surgery quickly followed. She was determined to 
regain the exceptional communication skills that had served 
her throughout life, working with speech and physical thera-
pists to remain independent.

Gina is survived by Jay, her husband of 48 years, her 
children Jason and his wife Liz Exton, Jeffrey, Jared and his 
partner Kaitlin Chatterton, and Jillian and her husband Chris 
O’Brien. She will be remembered as Nanna by her grand-
children Sam and Penny. She also leaves behind nieces and 
a nephew, extended family, her devoted caretaker Germaine, 
colleagues, and dear friends.

Visitation will be held on Friday, Jan. 17 from 3 to 7 p.m. 
at Wilbraham Funeral Home, 2551 Boston Rd, Wilbra-
ham. Family and friends may meet for Gina’s Celebra-
tion of Life Service on Saturday, Jan. 18 at 10 a.m. at 
St. Cecilia Church, 42 Main St., Wilbraham. Burial will 
be private and at the convenience of the family. In lieu 
of flowers, please consider a memorial contribution to 
The Jimmy Fund (https://danafarber.jimmyfund.org/site/
Donation2?df_id=2118) or to Rick’s Place (https://ricks-
placema.org/donate/).

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 

$275, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy
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I know we’ve all heard of brotherly 
and sisterly love but it was so evi-
dent while having the pleasure of 

sitting down and chatting with Aaron 
and Amy Porchelli.  I asked if they’d 
always been close, their answer yes, 
and shared how they’d continually 
watched out for one another even in 
their youth.

They expressed how their parents 
who have been married sixty-three 
years, were great examples and in-
stilled in them the importance of fam-
ily.  Aaron conveyed how he loved 
coaching his kids and the younger 
generation for various sports.  Amy 
and Aaron have carried their parent’s 
belief of family forward not only with 
each other but their spouses and the 
next generation.  Aaron described 
how it’s often those little things that 
make such a difference in the qual-
ity of life for not only yourself but 
others.  One small example he gave, 
bringing in a neighbor’s trash barrel 
for them, an effortless gesture.  Just a 
nice Random Act of Kindness.

I’d actually met and knew of 
Aaron years ago through a friend of 
mine.  In his younger years he helped 
their kids put in and take out the dock 
at their lake house, and though he 
enjoyed the escapades at the lake, he 
unselfishly offered his help.  Aaron 
has always enjoyed helping others 
and for over twenty-one years has 
been an Independent Energy Agent 
helping people with their gas and 
electric services.  Two years ago he 
ventured down another path, passed 
the real estate test and is now a li-
censed agent as well. 

Amy, I met as she’s an artist and 
helps residents where I’m employed 
with some amazing artwork.  She 
founded her business ArtSong in 
2011, providing art enrichment and 
organizational development pro-
grams in our local communities.  
She’s quick to smile and has a warm 
heart that just endears you to her im-
mediately.  Having musical abilities 
as well, she gives private piano les-
sons too! I’ve watched her as she’s 
encouraged some of the residents to 
explore their imaginations with col-
ors and textures giving each one spe-
cial attention, as if they were a mem-
ber of her own family.  It’s beautiful 
to witness her kindness as she wants 
each person to have wonderful expe-
riences.

Did I mention these siblings are 
very musically talented and collabo-
rated on an original album, ‘Bigger 

Than Me’ in 2019?  They play in 
several local establishments as a duo 
band called ‘The Wandering Kin’ 
and also enjoy performing with a six-
piece Pink Floyd tribute band called, 
‘Retro Floyd.’

Though after chatting with people 
and being enlightened by the various 
things they tell me regarding Random 
Acts of Kindness, this space doesn’t 
allow me to share all their wonderful 
stories.  However, the one that stands 
out in my mind after chatting with 
Aaron and Amy was the vision Aaron 
had come to him during a dream.

Last year Aaron called Amy tell-
ing her she’d think he was crazy but 
went on to share his dream.  In this 
vision they were singing while go-
ing into nursing homes, senior cen-
ters, schools and other organizations.  
But instead of doing this as paid 
gigs, they would do these as compli-
mentary acoustic performances.  The 
premise of this was to put smiles on 
1,000 people’s faces! Well instead of 
thinking he was crazy, Amy absolute-
ly loved the idea and his night-time 
dream became a reality! In addition 
to this vision they soon founded the 
‘1,000 Smiles’ sing-a-thon.  They 
both beamed as they talked about 
what it had meant to see all those fac-
es light up with their music.  This also 
gave me a beautiful mental image as I 
imagined all these faces just radiating 
happiness!

Their plan was a repeat perfor-
mance this year while adding on some 
new spots as well.  All the plans were 
in place and they excitedly anticipat-
ed this year’s festivities but on con-
cert day Aaron woke with no voice 
plus knew it was something more so 
didn’t want to take the chance of in-
fecting others. Needless to say they 
were heartbroken as all the holiday 
plans and promises had to be can-
celled.  However, they’ve vowed 
they’re coming back stronger and 
want to increase the amount of places 
they sing this year and in the coming 
years as they expand it for more than 
one day in the future as well.  

What an incredible visualization 
Aaron had and to be willing to share 
their talents with no financial gains 
but instead gaining at the soul level, 
that’s truly a beautiful Random Act of 
Kindness!

Both Aaron and Amy said living 
a good life is simply, “Just doing the 
right thing for people.”  They added 
with animated expressions, “It keeps 

you young!”  So if you 
want to live a good life and 
stay young the secret is, do 
a Random Act of Kindness!

If you’d like to share 
a Random Act of Kind-
ness story or if this one 
has touched you, please 
contact me at bdt514@
aol.com or 413-575-9385.  
Who knows, you might see 
your story, ‘Just ‘Cause’ 
you witnessed, you did or 
maybe received something 
nice being done for you.  
See you soon with another 
Random Act of Kindness! 
~  Barb

By Barb Turcotte
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WILBRAHAM - POP Orthodontics 
has officially opened its doors in Post 
Office Park, providing orthodontic care 
to the community.

Stepping inside the space at 75 Post 
Office Park #7507, you will find a wait-
ing room space, art curated by local art-
ist Kim Carlino, clinic and consultation 
rooms, office space for staff and more.

Their services include comprehen-
sive treatment through traditional brac-
es or Invisalign and a range of specialty 
appliances for limited treatment.

POP Orthodontics is open 
most evenings and several 
days during the week, with 
some Saturdays open as 
well. They accept most 
insurances and provide 
flexible payment options 
for patients.

Anyone interested 
can visit mypoportho.
com to schedule a com-
plimentary consultation.

Ana Serrenho, the 
orthodontist and owner 
of POP Orthodontics, has 
an extensive background in 
dentistry.  She worked local-
ly as a dental hygienist before attending 
Boston University for her dental and 
orthodontic degrees.  She practiced or-
thodontics in Lawrence before moving 
back to Wilbraham.  Dr. Serrenho is also 
Faculty at the NYU Langone program at 
the Holyoke Health Center, where she 
teaches orthodontics to pediatric dental 
residents.     

Dr. Serrenho is active in local and 
state dental organizations. She was se-
lected for the Massachusetts Dental 
Society 10 Under Ten in 2017 and re-
ceived the Massachusetts Association of 
Orthodontists Anthony Gianelly Award 
in 2018. 

Serrenho has been working in the 

dental field 
since she was 
16 years old, 
receiving a lot 
of exposure to 
the positive im-
pacts an ortho-
dontist can have 
on the well-being of their patients.

“Our mission is to provide high-qual-
ity, convenient and comfortable ortho-
dontic care. We have the latest in tech-
nology and use cloud software systems 
to streamline scheduling, billing and 
patient communication,” Serrenho said.

Serrenho shared that she always 
wanted orthodontics, as she had spacing 
on her front teeth growing up and “was 

very self-conscious of it.”
“(I) would not smile for photos,” 

Serrenho said. “Psychosocial effects 
of a less-than-perfect smile can be 
long-lasting, such as decreased self-es-
teem, social anxiety, feelings of embar-
rassment, etc. and I really enjoy making 
a difference in kids’ lives.”

When asked what she enjoys most 
about her work, Serrenho said the pa-
tients.

“I love that each patient is unique. 
There’s no one-size-fits-all to orthodon-
tics! I specialize in working with chil-
dren,” Serrenho said. “It’s so rewarding 
to help kids overcome their concerns 
and help them achieve beautiful and 
functional smiles.”

She also stressed the importance of 
continuity.

“Continuity is not only important 
for the kids, but parents also want the 
same orthodontist overseeing the entire 
treatment for the whole family. That’s 
something you are much more likely 
to get with a locally-owned ortho office 
versus a corporate ortho practice,” Serr-
enho said. “I also live in the communi-
ty I practice in, which creates an added 
sense of responsibility.”

Michael Nordstrom, a practice ad-
ministrator at Pediatric Services of 
Springfield in Post Office Park, ex-
pressed excitement at Serrenho’s prac-
tice moving into the area.

“We are excited to welcome POP 
Orthodontics as our newest neighbor! 
Dr. Serrenho’s practice is a wonderful 
addition to Post Office Park, perfectly 
complementing the other services we 

offer in our shared mission to meet the 
healthcare needs of the community,” 
Nordstrom said.

Glen Garvey, the owner and develop-
er of Post Office Park, was also thrilled 
to have another local business move in.

“The feedback, first and foremost 
from the patients, has been outstanding. 
She lives here in town,” Garvey said. 
“She’s very involved in the community 
and she’s available for people when they 
want to get together, doesn’t really mat-
ter what time the appointment is...so it 
makes it very, very convenient for her to 
have an office here and be a resident of 
the town to meet with her patients and 
the parents when it works for them.”

Garvey said Serrenho has already 
left a positive impact on the community 
by meeting with and supporting the oth-
er businesses, along with her work with 
the patients.

“She’s super high-energy, very so-
cial, very genuine,” Garvey said. “Which 
I know resonates with her patients.”

Garvey encouraged residents to 
reach out to Serrenho for their ortho-
dontic needs.

“With her work ethic and her drive 
and her skill as an orthodontist, going to 
be great. Going to be very successful in 
all of her endeavors,” Garvey said.

Serrenho thanked the community for 
their support and looks forward to serv-
ing them.

“As someone who grew up in Lud-
low and moved back to Wilbraham from 
Boston in 2017, I am thrilled to be able 
to provide services to the local commu-
nity,” Serrenho said.

To learn more, check out their Face-
book and Instagram pages at @my-
poportho, visit mypoportho.com or call 
413-675-7570.

POP Orthodontics opens its doors in Post Office Park

An exterior shot of POP Orthodontics in Post Office Park in 
Wilbraham.

A consultation space and private clinic space inside 
POP Orthodontics.

A wide shot of the clinic spaces to work on patients 
at POP Orthodontics in Wilbraham.

Photos courtesy of Ana Serrenho
A “POP Star,” known as one of the 
young patients at POP Orthodontics, 
Bradley Ball, dropping off his letter 
to Santa during his visit to POP 
Orthodontics. 

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers
A shot of art painted by local artist Kim Carlino inside the 
waiting room space at POP Orthodontics in Wilbraham.

PAID ADVERTORIAL

Wilbraham 
Farmers Market - 
Kid Entrepreneur 

Day (July 24, 2024)

POP Ortho has a welcoming reception area.

Ana Serrenho



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESPage 10 January 16, 2025

Professional - Reliable - Fully Insured
Tree Trimming and Removal

Emergency Tree Work • Stump Grinding
Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
100% Financing Available

162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net

www.robinsontreeservice.net
Share the Adventure with us soon!  

For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net

or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

3-Day Hampton Beach Getaway

March 15 ......8-Night Bahamas Cruise ...... from $1499
May 23 .........7-Night Bermuda Cruise ...... from $1699
June 10-12 ....Hampton Beach Getaway .............. $529
June 28 .........Boston Harbor Lunch Cruise .......... $175
Sept 12-26 ....Portugal & The Azores .................. $6549

WILBRAHAM – The police depart-
ment shared on Dec. 24 that several of 
their officers a week earlier received the 
Medal of Valor by The New England 
PBA, Inc. for heroism on January 20, 
2024:

“Last week members of the Wilbra-
ham Police Department, Officer Jack Al-
berici, Officer Cameron Prosperi, Officer 

Brittani Tassone,  and Sergeant Charles 
Moore, were recognized and awarded 
the Medal of Valor by The New England 
PBA, Inc. for an extraordinary act of her-
oism extending far above and beyond the 
normal call of duty or service, performed 
at great risk to their own safety in order to 
save human lives on January 20, 2024.”

Local heroes receive Medal of Valor

WPD seeks 
information 
on dogs

WILBRAHAM - The 
Wilbraham Police De-
partment is asking for the 
public’s assistance. In the 
early morning hours of 
Saturday, December 7, 
2024 patrol officers locat-
ed two young, severely un-
derweight puppies in the 
area of 155 Mountain Rd. 

The animals were 
turned over to Animal 
Control and brought to a 
local veterinary clinic for 
care. WPD is asking the 
public for any information 
regarding the ownership 
or previous possession of 

these two dogs. 
Neighbors are asked to check their exterior cameras 

for images of vehicles between 5 a.m. and  6:30 a.m. on 
Saturday morning. 

Please forward any relevant information to Officer 
Lewis at JLewis@Wilbraham-MA.gov or the Police De-
partment at (413) 596-3837.

WILBRAHAM - The Wil-
braham Police Department has 
a new way to warn drivers that 
a law enforcement officer is re-
sponding to an emergency and 
motorists need to slow down 
and move over.

In an effort to enhance road 
safety and protect first respond-
ers & roadway workers, WPD 
is now testing HAAS Alerts 
Safety Cloud® digital alerting 
in their cruisers, through an 
activation on the Whelen Engi-
neering Company, Inc.s Cloud 
Platform. This collision preven-
tion service enables the delivery 
of real-time alerts to Massachusetts 
drivers when emergency services are 
actively responding or stopped on 
the roadways. 

This feature can be particularly 
beneficial on roadways that do not 
allow for a long line of sight.

These advance warning notifica-
tions, in addition to traditional lights 
and sirens, have been proven to keep 
first responders safer and reduce the 
likelihood of collisions when re-
sponding or near roadside incidents 
by up to 90%. These alerts help fa-
cilitate adherence to Massachusetts 
Move Over laws and make the roads 
safer for all. 

Safety Cloud’s digital alerting au-
tomatically broadcasts alerts to driv-
ers up to 30 seconds in advance of 
emergency vehicles or road workers. 
Alerts are sent out only when officers 
are responding with lights activated. 

Drivers cannot see a vehicle’s lo-
cation beyond that. This preemptive 
measure is proven to significantly 
reduce collision risks by up to 90%, 
safeguarding both first responders 
and the motoring public.

The alerts are accessible via 
Waze navigation and Apple Maps, 
compatible with mobile devices, 
and integrated into the dashboard of 
many modern vehicles. Safety Cloud 
alerts are also available on the info-
tainment screens of millions of vehi-
cles, including Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, 

& RAM as well as newer Volkswagen 
vehicles.

WPD shares new way to alert 
drivers of emergency response

WILBRAHAM – The police depart-
ment shared a media release on their 
Facebook page on Jan. 2 surrounding a 
larceny incident at the Big Y Express on 
Boston Road:

“On January 2, 2025 at approx-
imately 0530 hours, the Wilbraham 
Police Department received a 911 call 
from the clerk at the Big Y Express on 

Boston Road in Wilbraham in regards to 
a larceny which was occurring. Wilbra-
ham officers immediately responded to 
the scene but were unable to locate the 
parties involved as they had left the area 
in a vehicle.

Responding officers secured the 
scene and were able to determine 
through interviews and video that no 

weapon was used in the 
larceny or threats made 
to the clerk. The suspects 
involved stole an unspeci-
fied amount of items from 
the store before leaving the 
area.

This investigation is on-
going and being conducted 
by Wilbraham Police De-
partment and will be up-
dated as further details are 
confirmed.”

The police department 
added on Facebook there 
is no ongoing threat to the 
public and to contact Capt. 
Shawn Baldwin with any 
information.

Police Departement responds to 
Big Y Express robbery

WILBRAHAM- The Wilbraham 
Women’s Club will be awarding $1,500. 
scholarships to graduating seniors who 
are residents of Wilbraham or Hampden, 
and who will be attending a four-year col-
lege or university.

The criteria considered are academic 
achievement, character, and leadership. 

Application guidelines are available in the 
Guidance Office at Minnechaug Regional 
High School. 

For those attending other high schools, 
please email Mrs. Rae Teed, Scholarship 
Committee Chair, at rae.teed@gmail.
com. Applications must be postmarked by 
March 21, 2015 to be considered.

Women’s Club to Award Scholarships
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By Hannah Yeasley
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - As the win-
ter cold settles in, the Wilbraham 
Public Library remains a place 
where the community can hunker 
down, settle in, and gear up to 
read, puzzle, and play. 

Upon entering the library, one 
can be greeted with a smiling staff, 
several displays that showcase the 
events that can be attended, and 
many cozy corners to sit in with a 
nice book or puzzle.

Many events this winter are 
sponsored by the Friends of the 
Wilbraham Library and more 
information about them can be 
found in the library’s newsletter or 
online.

Library Director Karen Ball 
would like to inform the commu-
nity that the library is now using 
a platform called “Communico” 
as their online calendar and event 
registration system, which will 
hopefully be easier and more con-
venient to use than their past sys-
tem.

For this winter, the library in-
vites readers to participate in their 
Winter Reading Challenge, which 
has different parameters for all age 
groups. Readers earn raffle tickets, 
which can be entered to win priz-
es such as gift cards, books and 
other cool prizes that differ by age 
group.

For children through grade 
five, raffle tickets are earned based 
on the minutes that are read, which 
can be tracked on paper or through 
Beanstack.

Teens and adults earn one raf-
fle ticket per book read.

The deadline to submit reading 
forms and reviews for all ages is 
Feb. 28, with participation rewards 
(which includes one free book) 
becoming available March 3. For 
those who don’t have a Beanstack 
account, they can make an account 
by visiting wilbrahamlibrary.bean-
stack.com or by downloading the 
app.

Lisa Berezin, the Assistant 
Children’s Librarian, would like to 
encourage folks to escape the cold 
and attend the events this winter, 
with several fun things to choose 
from.

“We have so much going on, 
and it’s all so much fun,” Berez-
in said. “We try to offer a variety, 
so there’s something for everyone. 
The Winter Storytime especially, 
since it’s a different theme each 
week the kids just really have a 
good time.”

Ongoing for six weeks–now 
through Feb. 13–is the “Winter 
Storytime with Mrs. B,” which 
is aimed for ages three to six on 
Thursdays at 10 a.m. It will be a 
combination of stories, songs, 
and crafts for children to do inde-
pendently.

Each week has a different 
theme: Jan. 16 is Penguins, Jan. 23 
is an Unbirthday Party, Jan. 30 is 
Donut Day, Feb. 6 is Teddy Bear 
Day and Feb. 13 is a Valentine’s 
Day Celebration.

Online registration is required 
for this event.

Other one-time events Berezin 
is looking forward to include:

“Open Arts and Crafts Event” 
on Saturday, Feb. 8 from 10 to 11 
a.m.. Designed for children ages 
four and up, attendees will be able 
to use any of the materials the li-
brary has to offer to create their 
own work of art.

“Dried Bean Mosaics” on Sat-
urday, March 8 from 10 to 11 a.m. 
Children ages five and up will use 
colorful beans and seeds to design 
and make a mosaic.

For all age groups, the library 
is, also, offering ongoing book 
clubs:

“Booked for Lunch” meets on 
the first Tuesday of each month at 
Noon with Library Director Karen 
Ball to discuss a different book 
each month.

“Evening Book Discussion” 
meets on the third Wednesday of 
the month at 7 p.m. with Assistant 
Director Mary Bell.

“Graphic Nov-
el Book Club” meets 
monthly on Thursdays 
from 3:30 to 4:15 p.m.. 
This is for children in 
grades two-five and 
requires registration 
ahead of time.

For the adults in the 
community, there are 
quite a few things to 
look forward to:

“Puzzle Race” on 
Saturday, Jan. 25 from 
10:30 a.m. to Noon. 
Competitors will gath-
er a team of two to four 
people and race to fin-
ish a 500-piece puzzle. 
Registration has been 
opened and is required 
ahead of time. Anyone 
ages 12 and up can par-
ticipate.

“Paint Sip Fun” 
on Monday, Feb. 10 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
Instruction for paint-
ing on canvas is given 
by Erin Boughamer 
and all supplies will be 
provided. Registration 
opens Jan. 27 and is 
required.

“Paper Flower 
Workshop” on Satur-
day, Feb. 22 from 10 to 
11:30 a.m.. Attendees 
will learn to create a 
hyacinth with paper. 
Registration opens 
Feb. 3 and is required.

“Great Decisions 
2025” is a weekly dis-
cussion program for 
adults to discuss world 
affairs. They will meet 
on Wednesdays from 
4 to 5:30 p.m. starting 
Feb. 5 and running 
through March 26. The 
Foreign Policy Asso-
ciation has selected 
eight issues to discuss, 
which can be over-
viewed in a briefing 

book that is available on fpa.org or 
as an in-house copy at the Service 
Desk of the library. Registration 
for this event can be done through 
the Events Calendar of the library 
website.

A virtual true crime event 
called “Encounters with Killers” 
will be held by author and Fo-
rensic Psychology professor Dr. 
Katherine Ramsland on Monday, 
Jan. 27 at 7 p.m.. Dr. Ramsland 
will discuss her career and her in-
teractions with famous serial kill-
ers.

The library invites teens in 
grades six through 12 to partici-
pate in several events this winter:

“Teen Advisory Board” meets 
monthly on Mondays from 4 to 5: 
p.m.. They plan community ser-
vice events, as well as advocate 
for specific teen events that they 
might want the library to host.

“Paint Sip Fun” on Tuesday, 
Jan. 28 at 5 p.m.. The Teen Advi-
sory Board will choose the winter 

i m a g e 
that teens 
will re-
c e i v e 
i n s t r u c -
tion on 
from Erin 
Boughamer. Registration is re-
quired and supplies will be pro-
vided.

During February Vacation 
week, the library has events all 
week long. 

Notably, the annual “Stuffed 
Animal Sleepover” takes place 
from the evening of Thursday, 
Feb. 20 to the morning of Friday, 
Feb. 21. Kids ages three and up 
can drop off their stuffed animals 
for a fun night at the library, with 
registration for this event opening 
in early February.

In February, families will have 
the opportunity to make a Valen-
tine’s Day card for seniors at the 
Wilbraham Senior Center and 
home-bound patrons. 

“Valentine’s Cards for Care” 
takes place on Tuesday, Feb. 4 
from 4 to 4:45 p.m.. Anyone ages 
five and up is welcome at this 
event.

“Visit with the Snow Queen” 
is on Thursday, Feb. 20 at 10 a.m. 
The Snow Queen will be visiting 
the library for an hour of stories, 
songs, and more.

Pathways for Parents is spon-
soring many virtual parenting 
workshops and in-person groups, 
including a continuation of their 
“Grow, Play, Learn” playgroup 
and a “Winter STEAM” group in 
February. More information on 
these groups can be found in the 
library’s newsletter and online at 
www.wilbrahamlibrary.org.

Warm up this winter at the Wilbraham Public Library

Another place to cuddle up with a book inside the 
Wilbraham Public Library while it snows outside.

Lisa Berezin, 
Assistant Children’s 

Librarian, poses 
in front of the TV 

fireplace in the 
Brooks Room.

Turley photos by Hannah Yeasley
A display showing books to welcome 2025, the year of 
the snake, in the Lunar New Year.
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• Teeth Whitening
• Full Body Wax
• Body Sculpting

Specializing in: 20% OFF
Teeth Whitening 

WHEN YOU TEXT THE WORD 
TEETH20 to 978-332-6555

BLUSH IN COMFORT
2341 Boston Road
(the Wilbraham Shops)

Wilbraham, MA

 Book appointments at:
blushincomfort.booksy.com/c/

Scan the 
QR code to
book your 
appointment.

• Lash Lift & Tint
• Eye Lashes
• Brow Lamination
   & Tint

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

Readers are encouraged to send 
in medium to high resolution 

photos for this page by e-mail to 
dzbierski@turley.com or mail to 

TIMES, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. Please note that if you send 
us a photo of the Times in different 
parts of the world, please include 
a recognizable landmark in the 

background. Examples:
Eiffel Tower; castle in Spain.

WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Submitted photos and captions Samuel Kar Kin Lam
The Wilbraham Middle School Robotics team paid a visit to the Wilbraham Fire Department. 
(L-R) Jason Cao, Liam Shattuck, Nolan Carney, Quintis Saviengvong, Captain Josh Mullen, Liam Matthews, 
Emmett Shattuck, Reid Blanchard, Willis Lam, Michelle Kyei Ohemeng, and Ellen Di Nino.

Captain Josh Mullen demonstrates a firefighter thermal imaging camera in front of a 
group of WMS Robotics students.

WFD demonstrates thermal camera

Submitted photo and caption Cheryl Phillips
The Wilbraham Red Hat Society celebrated the holidays with a festive luncheon at the 
Country Club of Wilbraham on December 10, 2024.

Red Hat Society celebrates holidays with luncheon

Submitted photo and caption Elaine Gernux
The Old Post Road Orchestra celebrated 102 yr. old member, 
Pauline Prince-Lamothe, at their recent concert at Mary, Mother 
of Hope Church in Springfield. Seated with Pauline are siblings 
Gabriel and Amelia Levesque of Wilbraham.

OPRO celebrates 
102-year-old member! Submitted photo Elaine Gernux

Old Post Road Orchestra would like to thank the Minnechaug Regional High School Key Club for 
assisting them during their December 6, 2024 concert at St. Cecilia Parish. They were so appreciated!

MRHS Key Club assists OPRO

Submitted photo Elaine Gernux

Pauline Prince-Lamothe 
conducts away
During the celebration of 102-year-old Old Post 
Road Orchestra member Paulina Prince-Lamothe, 
she was surprised with a baton and got to 
conduct “Sleigh Ride” during OPRO’s Holiday 
Concert at St. Cecilia Parish.
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Submitted photo Elaine Gernux
Old Post Road Orchestra would like to thank the Minnechaug Regional High School Key Club for 
assisting them during their December 6, 2024 concert at St. Cecilia Parish. They were so appreciated!

MRHS Key Club assists OPRO

Submitted photo Elaine Gernux

Pauline Prince-Lamothe 
conducts away
During the celebration of 102-year-old Old Post 
Road Orchestra member Paulina Prince-Lamothe, 
she was surprised with a baton and got to 
conduct “Sleigh Ride” during OPRO’s Holiday 
Concert at St. Cecilia Parish.

Submitted photo and caption Sue Agnew
The Wilbraham Women’s Club delivered many items of new clothing for the mothers & children at 
Christina’s House, Allen St. in Hampden. Pictured left to right are Cheryl Wesolowski, club member. 
Amy Basile, Community Service chairman, and Carolyn Martinez, Christina’s House Executive Director.

Wilbraham Women’s Club supports Christina’s House

Submitted photo and caption Elaine Holdsworth
Some of the string students from Hampden/Wilbraham Strings and Friends performed at the Festival of Trees in the Convention Center in 
Springfield, MA on Sunday, December 15, 2024. In doing so they helped raise money for the young people of Springfield who attend the Boys and
Girls Club on Carew Street. Strings and Friends is directed by Denise Gendron (right, front) and was founded by Elaine Holdsworth (left).

Strings and Friends performs at Festival of Trees
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SPORTS

Boys swimming 
now 3-1 with 
win

WILBRAHAM – Last Tuesday af-
ternoon, Minnechaug boys swimming 
took care of Central 107-71. In the win, 
Dawson Rice grabbed a pair of wins. 
He took the 50 freestyle and the 100 
freestyle. Two of Chaug’s relay teams 
took a win. Collin Purcell won the div-
ing competition while Cameron Ma-
ziarz took the 200 individual medley.

Girls swimming moved up to 4-0 
with a win over Central 129-51. Gabri-
ella Harding had two wins, taking the 
200 individual medley and the 100 fly-
stroke. Alayna Lucas had wins in the 50 
freestyle and 100 freestyle. Chelsea Or-
tega, Anna Huynh, and Katie DeGray 
had event wins. The Falcons swept the 
three relay events.

SPRINGFIELD – Last Friday night, Minnechaug’s 
offense worked steady in a physical game and was able 
to leave Commerce High School with a 75-61 win. For 
Minnechaug, it was its sixth of the season against three 
losses. The Falcons looked to put two wins together for 
the first time since Dec. 27 when they played Chicopee 
Comprehensive earlier this week. The Falcons then head 
to East Longmeadow on Thursday, Jan. 16 at 7 p.m.

Falcons handle 
Red Raiders

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Josh Disa shoots at the free throw line.

Orlando Pagan keeps his dribble away from the 
opponent.

Caden Duke goes for an inbound pass.

Nathan Pace uses his body to keep the ball away. Miles Fergus heads up the court.Darren Duah goes for an offensive rebound.

Tough stretch 
for Falcons 
hockey

WEST SPRINGFIELD – De-
spite two straight wins to get to 
2-1 early in the season, its been a 
tough stretch of games for Min-
nechaug Regional High School 
hockey. Following a 7-5 slugfest 
with East Longmeadow and a 6-0 
loss at Westfield, Minnechaug is 
now 2-5 on the season. The Fal-
cons will look to change its for-
tunes when they match up with 
West Springfield on Jan. 16 at 8:30 
p.m. at Olympia Ice Center.

Turley photo by Sofia DiGrande
Ben Daniels attempts to keep 
possession of the puck as he 
heads up the ice.
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Tough stretch for Falcons hockey

Dom Fiorentino sends the puck away from the wall. Jameson Murray sends a shot away.

Nicholas O’Sullivan flicks the puck into the offensive end. Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande
Brayden O’Sullivan is all alone as he goes for the goal.

T-Birds reach .500 
with road win

HARTFORD — The Springfield Thunderbirds (15-15-2-1) rode 
spectacular performances by Simon Robertsson and Colten Ellis 
to a 3-1 win over the Hartford Wolf Pack (16-16-2-1) on Sunday 
inside the XL Center.

The opening period yielded a scarce amount of chances for the 
two squads, as Ellis and Dylan Garand were each a perfect 8-for-8 
in save opportunities. Dalibor Dvorsky came the closest of the two 
teams to breaking the scoreless tie when he wristed a forehander off 
the post on the stick side. 

The Wolf Pack, which scored only once in their last three games 
on home ice, broke the ice at 3:37 of the second as Ryder Korczak 
cashed a 3-on-2 rush with his third of the season to give the visitors 
a 1-0 advantage. That Hartford lead lasted less than three minutes 
as Robertsson evened the slate at 6:20 with a backhand rebound 
after Garand denied an initial shot from Corey Schueneman. 

With the 1-1 score carrying into the period's final minute, 
Springfield got a tie-breaking goal from a rookie for the second 
straight evening. Robertsson was nearing the end of a shift but gut-
ted it out with an incredible individual effort to split between two 
Wolf Pack defenseman before drubbing a forehand shot through 
Garand's legs at 19:08. The rookie's first career multi-goal game in 
the AHL gave the T-Birds the 2-1 lead heading into the third.

Ellis was the star of the show in a final period that saw the Wolf 
Pack relentlessly attack the Springfield goal. Time after time, the 
young backstop had an answer, racking up 19 third period saves, 
with a little help from his post along the way on a near-tying goal 
from Jaroslav Chmelar. 

With Garand at the bench with just under two minutes remain-
ing, Hugh McGing darted up the ice to cancel an icing and pound 
a loose puck into an empty net to end a 29-game goal-scoring 
drought. 

With four points in their pockets out of the weekend, the T-Birds 
look to build on their momentum on Wednesday night as they make 
their first visit to Bridgeport to take on the Islanders at 7 p.m. at 
Total Mortgage Arena.

WILBRAHAM -Does your daughter want to 
be part of the fastest growing youth sport in the 
United States?  You are in luck!  Registration opens 
for the 2025 Falcon Girls Youth Lacrosse program 
on January 8th, 2025 and will run through March 
3rd 2025.  The Falcon Girls Lacrosse Association 
(FGLA) will be fielding teams for the following 
age groups this season: Mites K (registration open 
through April 1st2025), Lightning (grades 1-2), 
Bantams (grades 3-4), Juniors (grades 5-6), and 
Seniors (grades 7-8).  This is a Wilbraham Parks 
and Recreation Department (WPRD) program that 
is co-managed by the FGLA.  The program has a 
strong history and is supported by a small group of 
dedicated volunteers.  We are open to players and 
volunteers of all abilities.  The goal is to expose 
your daughter to the dynamics of team play, build/
enhance coordination and the fundamentals of la-
crosse in a competitive and fun environment.  Fun 
fact, the odds of a female High School lacrosse 
athlete playing for an NCAA Division 1 school are 
23:1.  The best odds of all female collegiate sports!  
Odds of placement on any college roster are 7:1, 
only second to Ice Hockey at 5:1.  (https://scholar-
shipstats.com/varsityodds)

 Your daughter can be signed up in-person at 
the WPRD office located at 45c Post Office Park 
Wilbraham, MA.  Registration fees are: Mites 
$125, Lightning $150, Bantam $175, Juniors 
$200, Seniors $200.  This will include a custom 
FGLA uniform that the players can retain post 
season for Bantams-Juniors-Seniors.  Mites and 
Lightning players will be provided with a shooter 
shirt and a stick that they can keep post season.  
All other level players are asked to provide their 
own girls lacrosse stick.  A face mask and mouth 
guard will be required for all levels. USA Lacrosse 
has an equipment guide that can be found on their 
website: www.usalacrosse.com/equipment

 We are scheduling 2-3 tournaments for the 
season.  Tournament play has been very well re-
ceived in the past and is a fantastic opportunity to 
expose our players to other organizations outside 
of our league (CT Valley Youth Lacrosse).  Your 
daughters will also have a chance to warm up with 
the “big kids” on the turf at Minnechaug during 
the season and have some game time on the new 
high-tech playing surface we are so fortunate to 
have.  Regular season play for the Junior and Se-
nior teams will be held on the incredible grass sur-
face at the Spec Pond Recreation Facility.  

Additionally, there will be (3) indoor clinics 
for Bantam, Junior, and Senior age divisions held 
on Tuesday 3/4, 3/11, 3/18 at Soccer City, 2041 
Boston Road Wilbraham (Field # 3 - the back in-
door field).  Start time is 4:30 PM and these will 
run for 1-hour.  Cost is $20/player/session (collect-
ed on site at the clinics) and all participants should 
be previously signed up as a Falcon Girls Lacrosse 
player through the WPRD.  FGLA will have an 
insurance waiver form available for any athletes 
looking to feel out the sport prior to signing up and 
making a team commitment for the season.  This 
is a great opportunity to introduce the game to new 
athletes, dust off the sticks for returning players 
and meet some of the coaching staff.

FGLA is also planning an Exhibition Day to 
generate interest in the program for all levels.  This 
will include demonstrations from collegiate level 
players and coaches, radar gun “fastest Shot” com-
petitions, and other activities.  Date is planned for 
pre-season/early March.  Exact date TBA….stay 
tuned!

Any questions can be directed to the FGLA 
through the WPRD and financial assistance can 
be provided if this is an obstacle for any aspiring 
players.

This Week in Rec
Falcon Girls Lacrosse Signups

for the 2025 Spring Season

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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maureen.gogallagher.com

413-364-4994
realtybymaureen@gmail.com

Maureen 
McGarrett Hall  

REALTOR®
MA 9585138  |  Member MLS   |  Equal Opportunity Housing

CLIENT TESTIMONIAL
“After the loss of my wife, selling our home was an emotional 
experience. Maureen made the process not only manageable 
but comforting. Her kindness, attention to detail, and profes-
sionalism were extraordinary. Thanks to her dedication, the 
house sold quickly and smoothly. I will always be grateful for 
the care and compassion she and her broker, Paul Gallagher, 
showed during such a difficult time.”

— Jim D.

PUBLIC NOTICES
LEGAL NOTICE

Sale of Motor Vehicle Under 
G.L. c. 255 Sec. 39A

B a c h  Tow i n g  I n c . , 
165 Benton Drive, East 
Longmeadow, MA is holding 
a private sale of the follow-
ing vehicle on 02/06/2025 at 
2:00 p.m. to satisfy our garage 
keepers lien thereon for stor-
age and towing charges and 
expenses of Notices of Sale.
Danielle Van Allen
26 Bristal St.
Ludlow, MA 01056
2012 Ford Focus SE
VIN# 1FAHP3F24CL179273 
01/09, 01/16, 01/23/2025 
 

Town of Hampden
Notice of Public Hearing

The Hampden Zoning 
Board of Appeals will hold a 
Public Hearing on Tuesday, 
January 28, 2025 at 6 PM in 
the Town House, 625 Main 

Street, Hampden, MA, for 
those interested in the petition 
of Antonio F. Basile to appeal 
the decision of the Building 
Inspector regarding three 
zoning violations. The viola-
tions under Section 7.11 of 
the Zoning Bylaws include an 
unauthorized travel trailer and 
storage trailer and his residing 
in the travel trailer located at 
Parcel

09-046-002 Scantic Road. 
The petition and related mate-
rials are on file in the Town 
Clerk’s office and may be 
viewed during normal busi-
ness hours. 

For the Board, 
L. Jed Berliner, Chair 

01/09, 01/16/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD25P0015EA
Estate of: 

Tara D Fontanella
Also known as:  

Tara Daniella Fontanella, 
Tara D Arasin  

Date of Death: 10/23/2024
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 

Probate  of  Wil l  wi th 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Karl W Topor of 
Springfield, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests 

that: Karl W Topor of 
S p r i n g f i e l d ,  M A  b e 
appo in ted  as  Persona l 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
02/03/2025. This is NOT a 
hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must 
file a written appearance 
and objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If you 
fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of 

objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represen-
tative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 

M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: January 06, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

01/16/2025

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

said we should have an event that’s just 
shaving cream. Just shaving cream on a 
table. And I said, ‘You know what kiddo, 
your birthday’s coming up in January and 
we don’t have an event for January so let’s 
do that.’ And if you look at the flyer it says 
shaving cream: That’s it, that’s the event,” 
Moriarty said. “Sometimes it’s the simple 
events that can be the most fun, and some-
times the complex events that can be the 
most fun. You never know.”

It was a simple event that was so fun. 
The ability to get lots of kids together un-
der such a simple activity is so wonderful, 
and everyone was able to enjoy them-
selves just by playing with shaving cream. 

The library is, also, very excited for 
their upcoming plans now that the calen-

dar has changed to 2025: Along with their 
Crochet Club, which is held on the first 
Saturday of every month and meets again 
on Feb. 1 at 11 a.m., they also plan to have 
a “Villian-tines” event, which is a reverse 
Valentines Day, on Feb. 8 from 11 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Details about that will be 
coming up soon. 

Teens can also get together and read a 
favorite book during the Teen Silent Book 
Club, which meets next on Jan. 25 at 11 
a.m.

This year, the Hampden Public Li-
brary wants to continue to provide various 
kinds of programs that people want to be 
able to participate in. As well as getting 
people to read additionally with the vari-
ous activities that they host. 

To learn more about upcoming events, 
visit hampden-library.org/events.

FUN from page 1

Polish Junior 
League awarding
scholarships

REGION – The Polish Junior League 
of Massachusetts has announced that it 
will be awarding scholarships again this 
year for college students of Polish Heri-
tage. 

Scholarships will be awarded to un-
dergraduate students, and one scholarship 
will be granted to a graduate or return-
ing student. Application information and 
forms may be obtained at www.polishju-
niorleaguema.org/applications.

Deadline for receipt of application ma-
terials is May 1, 2025.

Selection is based upon financial need 
and academic achievement.

Applications are available online at 
www.polishjuniorleaguema.org/applica-
tions.

Teenagers enjoy the shaving cream 
on the table as they take part in the 
Shaving Cream event at the Hampden 
Free Public Library on Jan. 11. 

Everyone enjoyed their time at the Teen Shaving Cream Event, posing in this group 
photo. 

Turley photos by Noelle Hisgen
Teen volunteer Irelyn Coffey, who 
organized the event, has her hands full 
of shaving cream. 

Thayer Academy 
Honor Roll

BRAINTREE- Thayer Academy in 
Braintree - an independent coed day 
school for grades five through 12 recent-
ly announced its Middle School (grades 
five through eight) honor rolls for the first 
term. 

FROM WILBRAHAM
Solwazi Browne-Vargas
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Are you searching for a school where 
academic excellence meets a supportive 
community? Hampden Charter School 
of Science (HCSS) is a top-ranked, tu-
ition-free public charter school serving 
grades 6-12 in Western Massachusetts. 
Since its founding in 2009, HCSS has 
been dedicated to preparing students for 
college, careers, and a lifetime of success.

Why Choose HCSS?
HCSS stands out as a premier choice 

for families because of its unique com-
bination of academic rigor, personalized 
attention, and community spirit. Our two 
campuses—the Middle School in West 
Springfield (Grades 6-8) and the High 
School in Chicopee (Grades 9-12)—offer 
students a seamless transition from middle 
school to high school and beyond. Here’s 
what makes HCSS truly exceptional:

Academic Excellence: Our rigorous 
curriculum is guided by College Board 
AP standards and Common Core. With 
honors courses beginning in 7th grade, 14 
AP offerings in high school, and innova-
tive programs like Project Lead The Way 

(PLTW), students are challenged to reach 
their full potential.

Comprehensive College and Career 
Preparation: HCSS begins college and 
career readiness as early as 6th grade, 
including early SAT/PSAT prep, dual 
enrollment opportunities, and experien-
tial college campus visits. With a 100% 
college acceptance rate and over $51M 
in scholarships awarded since 2013, our 
graduates are set for success.

State-of-the-Art Technology: Stu-
dents benefit from one-to-one Chrome-
book access, SMART Interactive 
Displays, and hands-on science labs, pre-
paring them for a tech-driven world.

Award-Winning Extracurriculars: 
From robotics and science clubs to com-
petitive athletics and social activities, stu-
dents thrive outside the classroom as well.

Join Us for an Open House!
Explore what HCSS has to offer 

during our upcoming Welcome Saturday 
Open House events! Meet our dedicated 
staff, tour our campuses, and learn how 
HCSS can help your child achieve their 
dreams. Interested families can also join 

a Virtual Information Session for an in-
depth look at our programs from the com-
fort of home.

What Parents and
Students Love About HCSS

Parents and students consistently 
praise HCSS for its nurturing environ-
ment, where every student feels valued 
and supported. The school’s commitment 
to diversity and inclusion fosters a vi-
brant community that celebrates different 
perspectives and cultures. Families also 
appreciate the convenience of free trans-
portation and extensive tutoring services, 
ensuring all students have the tools they 
need to succeed.

Student Success Stories
HCSS alumni have gone on to attend 

prestigious universities, including Ivy 
League institutions like Harvard, Co-
lumbia, and Dartmouth. Our students’ 
achievements are a testament to the 
school’s dedication to academic and per-
sonal growth. With a consistent college 
matriculation rate of over 95%, HCSS 
prepares students not just to attend col-

lege but to excel once they get there.

How to Apply
Applications for the 2025-2026 school 

year are now open! Rising 6th-10th grad-
ers should apply no later than March 2, 
2025, to secure a spot in our admission 
lottery. Visit www.hampdencharter.org 
to apply and take the first step toward a 
brighter future.

At Hampden Charter School of Sci-
ence, we believe every student deserves a 
world-class education. Join our commu-
nity of learners, achievers, and leaders to-
day—because your child’s future begins 
here!

Agawam, Holyoke, Westfield, West 
Springfield Chicopee, Ludlow, Spring-
field

HCSS High School
20 Johnson Rd. Chicopee, MA 01022 

| Tel. 413-593-9090, Fax. 413-294-2648

HCSS Middle School
511 Main Street West Springfield, MA 

01089, Tel.413-278-5450

Hampden Charter School of Science:
Empowering Students for a Brighter Future

Career
Education
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Fun team-building activities
College tours 
Career exploration with experts 
Life-skills workshops
Community projects

Gateway Regional School DistrictGateway Regional School District
invites you to join us!invites you to join us!

www.grsd.orgwww.grsd.org
Nestled in the foothills of the Berkshires, Gateway Regional School District offers a caring and supportive

small school environment. With support from the Barr Foundation, Gateway is engaging in transformative work
to reinvent the school experience to make learning joyful for every student. Each GRSD school has a focus

that aligns with the district’s vision of emphasizing real-world learning, collaboration, and innovation.

Hartford Wolf Pack School
Learning Day
Springfield Symphony Orchestra
string instrument workshop
Holiday Craft fair
Interactive “Author’s Experience”
with writer Daryl Cobb.

We are excited to meet you!We are excited to meet you!

Teaching with Trout (raising brook
trout from eggs to adulthood)
School-wide composting initiative 
Student Media Club 
School-wide production of Willy
Wonka Jr.
Visit from the Whalemobile

Littleville Elementary School
incorporates engaging, hands-on

projects and events:

Gateway Regional School’s
(grades 6-12) pilot program will
equip student for success after

high school through:

Chester Elementary School 
focuses on sustainability, creativity,

and environmental awareness:

GATEWAYGATEWAY
OpportunitiesOpportunities

GATEWAYGATEWAY
OpportunitiesOpportunities

GATEWAYGATEWAY
OpportunitiesOpportunities

At Gateway you can join our Early Education
and Care program (EEC) in 9th grade!

By the time you graduate, you will
be ready, certified, and prepared to

work with young learners!

By the time you graduate, you will
be ready, certified, and prepared to

work with young learners!

You will also be on track to:

Know how to plan
engaging activities

and lessons
Have CPR & First Aid

certification 
Experience awesome

internship
opportunities

Know how to plan
engaging activities

and lessons
Have CPR & First Aid

certification 
Experience awesome

internship
opportunities

Visit:
www.grsd.org

for more information!

EARLY EDUCATION 
& CARE

GATEWAYGATEWAY
OpportunitiesOpportunities

WELDING

Gateway’s Welding program is a Chapter 74
vocational education program that prepares students

for a career in Metal Fabrication and Welding! 

Gateway’s Welding program is a Chapter 74
vocational education program that prepares students

for a career in Metal Fabrication and Welding! 

Real hands-on
experience 
Includes on site and
off site internship
State of the art
facilities renovated
in 2022 including a
robotic arm

JOIN US! 
Apply today!

JOIN US! 
Apply today!

www.grsd.orgwww.grsd.org

Career
Education
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The Gateway Regional School Dis-
trict is making significant advancements 
in student engagement and staff devel-
opment, thanks to funding from the 
Barr Foundation and enthusiastic com-
mitment from students and staff. These 
funds are being used to support a vari-
ety of initiatives that align with the dis-
trict’s instructional vision, emphasizing 
real-world learning, collaboration, and 
innovation.

At Gateway Regional, a comprehen-
sive plan has been developed for grades 
6-12 to help students prepare for life 
beyond high school. This plan includes 
tailored learning experiences for each 
grade level, such as team-building ac-
tivities for sixth graders, community 
exploration in seventh grade, and visits 
to community colleges for eighth grad-
ers. Ninth-grade students will engage in 
career exploration workshops led by in-
dustry experts, while tenth graders will 
visit four-year colleges. Eleventh-grade 
students will attend a local college fair 
and participate in life skills workshops, 
and seniors will celebrate their achieve-
ments with a banquet and lead activities 
for younger students. While some of 
these initiatives will be piloted this year, 
others will launch in the next school 
year, ensuring students are equipped 
with knowledge and skills for future suc-
cess. The high school offers two Chapter 
74 programs for students interested in 
welding and early childhood education. 
Graduates of these programs will com-
plete a full comprehensive internship 
and be equipped to enter the workforce 
with the skills obtained.

Littleville Elementary is incorporat-
ing the Barr Foundation funds into en-
gaging, hands-on projects and school-
wide events. For example, students in 
grades three through five recently at-
tended the Hartford Wolf Pack School 
Learning Day, where they applied phys-
ical science concepts like force and mo-
tion to a live hockey game. Kindergarten 
students participated in a String Instru-
ment Workshop led by members of the 
Springfield Orchestra, while all grade 
levels are eagerly anticipating an inter-
active “Author’s Experience” with writer 
Daryl Cobb in March.

Plans are in the works to create a 
Schoolyard Habitat for Monarch but-
terflies and other pollinators. Littleville 
is also planning a mentoring program 
that will pair high school students with 
elementary students for long-term sup-
port. The school recently hosted a suc-
cessful Holiday Craft Fair, showcasing 
student-made goods and fostering cre-
ativity.

At Chester Elementary, the focus is 
on sustainability, creativity, and envi-
ronmental awareness. For the third year 
in a row, students are engaged with hy-
droponic agriculture, growing healthy 
food for their own school lunches and 
community. Students are participating in 
the Teaching with Trout program, where 
they raise brook trout from eggs to adult-
hood while learning about ecology and 
conservation. A composting initiative 
led by fifth graders is teaching students 
how to sort waste and reduce their en-
vironmental impact. The Student Media 
Club provides third graders with oppor-
tunities to develop and produce their 
own videos, promoting teamwork and 
innovation. Chester is also preparing for 
a school-wide production of Willy Won-
ka Jr., with fifth graders in lead roles and 
younger students in supporting roles. 
Additionally, an in-school field trip fea-
tured the Whalemobile, a life-sized in-
flatable whale that taught students about 
marine biology and conservation.

District-wide, the Barr Foundation 
funds are also being used to enhance 
staff development and collaboration. 
Teachers are participating in study tours 
to locations such as Kentucky, Maine, 
Providence, Boston, and New York City 
to explore innovative educational prac-
tices. An internal instructional vision 
board encourages staff members to share 
ideas for projects that utilize the funds to 
further educational transformation.

Through these initiatives, the Gate-
way Regional School District is fostering 
creativity, collaboration, and real-world 
learning for students while empowering 
educators with new ideas and strategies. 
These efforts are preparing students for 
success both in school and beyond while 
creating a culture of innovation and en-
gagement throughout the district.

Gateway Raises the Bar(r)
for Students

Career
Education

Our early childhood education programs prepare children for school - and for life.

•   1/2 day classes at no cost for eligible families
•   Subsidized full-day classes
•   Nutritious meals & snacks
•   Health (mental, physical, and dental screenings) programs
•   Family and community engagement programs and support services
•   Services for children with disabilities
•   We also offer a new, Early Head Start home-based program
•   Age requirements for HCS Head Start:  prenatal moms to children 5 years old
•   Limited transportation is available

CALL US at (413)788-6522, or visit our website at hcsheadstart.org

30 Madison Ave.    Spring eld, MA 01105    (413)788-6522    www.hcsheadstart.org

BUILD
a WINDOW of
OPPORTUNITY
with HCS

HEAD
START!
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HEAD
START!

Our early childhood education programs
prepare children for school - and for life.
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CALL US at (413)788-6522,
or visit our website at hcsheadstart.org
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HCS Head Start 
is Hiring

Help give a child a Head Start
in school and in life

Check out job postings at
https://hcsheadstart.org/employment/

A new year is upon us and as we de-
clare resolutions, a new job might be in 
order. The first 5 years of a child’s life are 
so important and since 1965, HCS Head 
Start has helped thousands of children and 
families prepare for school and life. We 
know that it takes a big heart to help shape 
growing minds and if you want to work 
with infants, toddlers, and preschoolers in 
your community, Head Start might be the 
place for you.  

The Head Start approach offers both 
families and their children, birth to five, 
an extraordinary school readiness experi-
ence.  Educators who decide to teach in 
a comprehensive early learning setting 
have the opportunity to work collabo-
ratively with other specialty areas like 
health, nutrition, mental health, and fam-
ily and community engagement, that are 
designed to prepare vulnerable children 
for future educational success.

 Data shows that when children are 
enrolled in a high-quality Head Start 

program they are better prepared for kin-
dergarten and beyond. Staff and parents 
work together, learning from one another, 
to create the best early educational ex-
perience both at home and at preschool.  
This is possible because when parents are 
involved and engaged in their child’s edu-
cation, children have better outcomes. 

In addition to teaching, Head Start also 
has various career opportunities in the ar-
eas of health, nutrition, human services, 
administration, mental health, and spe-
cial education. Professional development 
opportunities and career ladders are built 
within the Head Start model to promote 
growth and advancement.

Holyoke Chicopee Springfield Head 
Start, Inc. offers programs in several cit-
ies and towns in Western Massachusetts 
working with over 1,000 children each 
year.  If you are interested in a rewarding 
Head Start career please visit www.hcs-
headstart.org/employment/   or call 413-
788-6522.

A New Year a New Career

Career readiness and job search counseling 
Training information and potential funding
opportunities
Job search and computer workshops provided
virtually and on-site
Resume development guidance and critique
Job development and matching for qualified
individuals
Resource Center with fully equipped
computerized workstations,  Internet access,
career information, up-to-date job listings,
and assistive technology for individuals living
with disabilities.
Most services available in English or Spanish

FREE JOB SEEKER SERVICES

Call us at 413-532-4900 to schedule a career center seminar!

masshireholyoke.org www.turley.com
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66 School Street 
Granby, Massachusetts

For Boys & Girls 
in Grades 6 through 12

Come Be A Part Of Our Family!

66 School Street 
Granby, Massachusetts

For Boys & Girls 
in Grades 6 through 12

Come Be A Part Of Our Family!

Explore Your Passions.
Be a Leader.

Choose MacDuffie.

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, April 5, 2025    9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

The MacDuffie School is a special place, and it all 
begins with our mission:
To foster in all students the intellectual habits of 
mind, high ethical standards, and respect for diversity 
required for becoming effective individuals in their 
personal and work lives, and moral and responsible 
participants in the world beyond.

There’s no better way to get a feel of The MacDuffie School than spending time with us!
Please register online for one of our Open Houses at www.MacDuffie.org or contact the 

Admissions Office at (413) 255-0000 to reserve your spot. 

www.MacDuffie.org

There’s no better way to get a feel for The MacDuffie School 
than spending time with us!

Please register for our Open House at www.macduffie.org
or contact the Admissions Office at (413) 255-0000 to reserve your spot.

For Students
in Grades 6 through 12

66 School Street
Granby, Massachusetts

Come Be A Part Of Our Community!

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, Jan 25th 9am-12 noon ~ No Appointment Needed

Jan 28th & Jan 30th 3pm-7pm ~ By Appointment Only

Affordable Tuition & Extended Care
Free Breakfast & Lunch

Extracurricular Programs~ Technology
Phys. E ~ Music ~ Library ~ Duolingo

Welcoming, Safe & Secure School Community
Social, Physical, Spiritual & Intellectual Wellness

Easy Access to I391 & I90 ~ Tuition Assistance Available

St. Joan of Arc School ~ Pre-K to Grade 8
587 Grattan Street, Chicopee ~ 533-1475 ~ sjachicopee.org

Learning Rooted in Christian Values

At The MacDuffie School, we believe 
education is more than academics—it’s the 
foundation for a lifetime of achievement. 
Our vibrant community fosters creativity, 
leadership, and excellence while instilling 
respect and integrity in everything we do.

At MacDuffie, you’re not just a stu-
dent—you’re part of a community that 
celebrates your individuality and supports 
your growth. Our small class sizes and 
dedicated teachers ensure you’re seen, 
heard, and challenged to reach your full 
potential. Here, students don’t just prepare 
for college—they prepare for life.

Choosing the right school is a big de-
cision. That’s why we invite you to learn 
more about MacDuffie and how it can shape 
your future. Visit our website, schedule a 
tour, or attend our April 5th open house to 
see for yourself what makes us different.

Your journey starts here. Define your 
future at MacDuffie—apply today! admis-
sions@macduffie.org

Career
Education

Physical Education Teacher 
Larry Moore and SJA students 
are enjoying a new basketball 
hoop funded by generous do-
nations from our Annual Cam-
paign.

A schoolyard basketball 
hoop is so important in creating 
not only a healthy environment, 
but helps with critical think-
ing, resilience, perseverance & 
teamwork.

The Dollar General Literacy 
Foundation recently awarded St. 
Joan of Arc School a $500 grant 
to support its youth literacy pro-
gram. A Book Club was formed 
for third and fourth grade stu-
dents to encourage reading and 
literacy at a young age. This 
Book Club helps our students 
gain a deeper understanding of 
their reading, of other people 
through conversations, and pro-
vides an opportunity to safely 
fail and celebrate success. The 
club meets monthly to discuss 
the book, work on a fun activity, 
and share their findings.

The school will be holding 

an Open House on Saturday, 
Jan. 25 from 9 a.m. to noon (no 
appointment needed). Appoint-
ment only tours for families 
will be held on Tuesday, Jan. 
28 and Thursday, Jan. 30 from 
3 to 7 p.m. Please call Chris or 
Janine in the Business Office at 
413- 276-4608 for registration 
information or to make an ap-
pointment.

St. Joan of Arc School is 
a welcoming, safe & secure 
school community providing 
social, physical, spiritual & 
intellectual wellness for stu-
dents in Pre-K 3 to Grade 8. 
SJA has innovative offerings 
that include affordable tuition 
and extended care, free break-
fast and lunch, extracurricular 
programs, technology, music, 
library, and Duolingo language 
classes. Easy access to I391 & 
I90. Financial Aid and tuition 
assistance is available. To learn 
more visit www.sjachicopee.
org.

We look forward to meeting 
you!

The MacDuffie 
School more than 
just a school, a 
community

HCC gearing up for 
spring semester

Registration is open for spring 2025 semester classes 
at Holyoke Community College.

The HCC spring 2025 semester begins Tuesday, Jan. 
21, for full 15-week spring semester classes begin. HCC 
will also be running three accelerated  spring flex start 
sessions: Flex Start I classes begin Jan. 21 and run for 
seven weeks. Flex Start II classes begin Monday, Feb. 3, 
and run for 12 weeks; Flex Start III classes begin Mon-
day, March 24, and run for seven weeks.

Thanks to the state-funded MassEducate program, a 
community college education is now free for all Mas-
sachusetts residents who have yet to earn a bachelor’s 
degree. 

“MassEducate provides an exciting opportunity for 
eligible students to attend college without the concern 
or weight of how to pay for it,” said Mark Hudgik, HCC 
dean of strategic recruitment initiatives, admissions, and 
financial aid. “There has never been a better time to en-
roll.

Eligible students who want to earn a certificate or de-
gree need only to complete the standard HCC applica-
tion, complete the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid) for the 2024-2025 school year, and register 
for at least six credits (typically two classes). 

“Our admissions counselors, academic advisers, and 
financial aid staff are available to make sure prospective 
students get all the assistance they need,” said Hudgik.   

Class schedules and information about MassEducate 
can be found on the HCC website: hcc.edu.

Enroll today hcc.edu/admissions. 

Come and see what’s new 
at St. Joan of Arc School
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springfieldpublicschools.com springfieldk12

Small town feel. 
Big time opportunity.
(And it’s free.)

hcc.edu/freeCC
REGISTER FOR SPRING!No matter your age or income, 

community college is now free to 
eligible Massachusetts residents 
without a bachelor’s degree.



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESPage 22 January 16, 2025
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65+ courses in Theater, Dance, 
Instrumental and Vocal Music, 

Visual Arts, Technical Theater and Film

Pioneer Valley Performing Arts Charter Public School
 www.pvpa.org/admissions

15 Mulligan Drive, South Hadley, MA  www.pvpa.org/admissions  413.552.1580

Free, Arts-focused, College-prep
Grades 7-12

Application Deadline Feb 23, 2025

 OPEN HOUSE
Weds, Jan 15   4-6pm
Sat, Jan 25 & Feb 1 

10am-12pm
Tues, Feb 18   10am-12pm

Visit us to learn more!
To register for Open House,

and TO APPLY:
www.pvpa.org/admissions or

QR Code below

Career
Education

This year the school’s theme is “Many 
Gifts, One Spirit”, which is our belief that 
every student has gifts to share with oth-
ers towards the goal of making our world 
a better place.  Our school encourages 
our students to focus on a different Cor-
poral Work of Mercy to help our greater 
community.  Some of the outreach pro-
grams we have participated in this year 
were: collection of canned goods for Lor-
raine’s Soup Kitchen, for which our stu-
dents collected 3,800 canned goods; and 
recently we collected toiletries, diapers, 
and other personal items to support the 
wish lists of both The Gray House and 
Christina’s House in Springfield.  The 
Works of Mercy which have been cov-
ered are – Feeding the Hungry and Work-
ing for Peace.  

Service projects are done throughout 
the year to help teach students the value 
of giving back. 

The school will be holding an Open 
House on Sunday, Feb. 2 from 11 a.m.-
1 p.m. (no appointment needed).  If you 
would like to schedule a private tour for 

another time, please call the school to 
schedule an appointment at (413) 592-
5135.  

St. Stanislaus School is a Roman 
Catholic, Franciscan, co-educational 
Pre-K through 8th grade school. Students 
are assisted in developing their poten-
tial spiritually, physically, and socially 
within a safe and diverse community. 
A foundation of academic excellence is 
created to prepare students to become 
contributing members of a global society. 
The school has a welcoming Franciscan 
environment, modern air-conditioned 
facility, strong core curriculum, enrich-
ment classes, certified faculty, full-day 
preschool (PreK3 & 4) and Kindergar-
ten, free breakfast and hot lunch, before 
& after school program, and one to one 
use and integration of iPads & Chrome-
books into curriculum.  Financial Aid is 
available. Interested students are invited 
to “spend a day with us”. To learn more 
please visit www.saintstansschool.org.  

We can’t wait to meet you! 

Pioneer Valley Performing Arts 
Charter Public School (PVPA) has 
a 25+ year history of providing an 
excellent, arts-focused, college-prep 
education to students in Grades 
7-12.

PVPA students thrive in an cre-
ative, challenging learning envi-
ronment that offers them a broad 
exposure to the performing arts. 
Our students consistently show that 
incorporating the arts into education 
creates, not just better artists, but 
better students who are equipped to 
be active participants in their future. 

With an extensive Course Cat-
alog of over 65 Arts Classes across 
Music, Dance, Theatre, Visual Arts 
and Technical Theater, students have 
access to both introductory courses 
and audition level courses, with 
multiple performance opportunities, 
offered alongside their core academ-
ics.

Join PVPA for an Open House 
and see why we are consistently voted 
one of the Best Charter Schools in the 

Valley!  
Now accepting applications for the 

2025/2026 school year for Grades 7-12 
at pvpa.org/admissions.

Come and see what great things 
are happening at St. Stanislaus 
School in Chicopee

Join us at PVPA for an open house to 
see what we can offer your child
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

BEAUTY SALON EQUIPMENT. 
One regular and one electric styling 
chair, one Jeffco freestanding hair dry-
er, excellent condition $500 for all. Call 
413-534-4992.

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
 OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald 
Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall 
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing 
in residential roofs & repairs, chim-
ney repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-
566-5596/413-433-5073. Lic. 
#105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free 
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s 
Comp. Remove them before the wind 
takes them down. Cordwood, stump 
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212.

TOWN OF BLANDFORD 
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

The Town of Blandford is seeking a 
qualified individual for the position of 
Highway Superintendent. Salary range 
starting at $75,000-$80,000+ negotia-
ble based on experience/skills. Please 
visit our website TownOfBlandford.
com or email Administrator@
TownofBlandford.com for more 
information.

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
BUILDING & CONVERVATION
P/T EMERGENCY DISPATCHER

The Town of Wilbraham is looking to 
fill multiple vacancies. 

Application deadline 1/27/25. 
For application and 

more information please visit 
www.wilbraham-ma.gov.

EOE

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM

POLICE OFFICER 

For application and more information 
please visit www.wilbraham-ma.
gov.  Review of applications begins 
immediately. Open until filled. EOE

WILBRAHAM UNITED CHURCH 
is hiring a sexton three evenings, 7-10 
hours per week, $16 per hour. Addi-
tional compensation for  hours need-
ed for weddings and funerals. Please 
send resume to admin@wilbraha-
munitedchurch.org

More information found at 
www.wilbrahamunited
church.org/about-us-2/

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

GREEN STREET, PALMER New-
ly renovated 1 bedroom apt. porch, 
off-street parking, coin-op laundry, 
$1,500/ mo includes heat. No Pets. 
Call Tom 413-896-1555

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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DL&G
TREE

Tree  Removal  
■ 

Structural Pruning
■ 

Crane 
Service

■ 
Storm 

Damage
■ 

Stump 
Grinding

■ 
Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE


