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HAMPDEN – The public 
library kept a holiday season 
tradition alive by making a sub-
stantial donation to the Commu-
nity Survival Center in Indian 
Orchard. 

“We do it every year, and we 
have a mitten tree, which is a 
Christmas tree that we get dona-
tions from our patrons for hats, 
mittens, scarves and gloves. 
That usually fills up pretty 
quick. We have a lot of local 
knitters in the community so 
we like newly-knit hats, mittens 
and scarves,” Library Director 
Ellen Moriarty said. 

Established 37 years ago, the 
Community Survival Center is a 
nonprofit agency that provides 
families with food, clothing and 

household items. Its emergen-
cy food pantries serve Ludlow, 

Wilbraham and Hampden, as 
well as the 16 Acres, Pine Point 

and Indian Orchard neighbor-
hoods in Springfield.

Moriarty said the library 
community also made a size-
able food donation, as part of its 
annual food drive. The library 
combined its efforts with Snap 
Fitness, a fitness studio with 
24/7 access that operates on Al-
len Road in Hampden. 

“This year, Snap Fitness 
asked early on if they could also 
collect food and put it together 
with ours to donate altogether. 
They ended up donating seven 
big bags full of food that added 
to the 12 bags we had. We were 
able to donate a total of 19 bags 
to the survival center.” 

Moriarty praised the com-
munity as being “generous,” 
pointing out that it responds 
well any time the library holds 

a collection drive. 
As part of the drive, Mori-

arty said the library donated 
72 new pairs of pajamas to the 
survival center. She said patron 
Debbie Cusson and Children’s 
Librarian Kate Rumplik devel-
oped a successful strategy to 
compliment the donation drive 
with toys. 

“They came up with the idea 
that for every pair of pajama 
sets donated people could get 
a raffle ticket to win one of the 
sets of LEGOs, and that was a 
huge hit. We had one family do-
nate 22 pairs pajamas. They ac-
tually ended up winning one of 
the LEGO sets, which was kind 
of cool,” Moriarty said. 

When Moriarty packed her 

Hampden library donates to
Community Survival Center

Cross 
training of 
Socialization 
study 
coming to 
YMCA 
Volunteer study will 
explore connection 
between hearing loss 
and dementia

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

WILBRAHAM – Marissa 
Gallan, a University of Massa-
chusetts-Amherst senior study-
ing to become an audiologist, is 
introducing 
a unique 10-
week study 
to local res-
idents.

The vol-
unteer study 
will look to 
provide data 
supporting 
the potential 
connection 
b e t w e e n 
hearing loss and dementia in 
older adults. It seeks adults aged 
55 or older to participate and 
will begin in late February or 
early March at the Scantic Valley 
YMCA and Wilbraham Senior 
Center building in Post Office 
Park. 

Participants do not have to 
bring a diagnosis of dementia or 
hearing loss; they simply have to 
feel symptoms. 

“Relatively new research 
suggests that there is an associa-
tion between age-related hearing 
loss and cognitive decline, spe-
cifically dementia, but there are 
no current definitive answers to 
explain the connection so this 
study kind of aims to explore 
how to improve the quality of 
life for older individuals when 
this combination of hearing loss 
and cognitive decline is present,” 
Gallan said. 

Gallan has majored in com-
munication disorders since arriv-
ing at the school, and the study 
will complete her senior thesis. 
Gallan isn’t required to do a the-
sis but discovered the topic of 
hearing loss and dementia and 
took it upon herself to conduct 
her own research. 

Each week, participants will 
engage in a different activity; all 
activities will be centered around 
social engagement and connec-
tion.

At the first session, partic-
ipants will have their hearing 
tested and will be asked ques-
tions about their subjective day-
to-day life and how hearing loss 
and memory issues impact their 

Animals are NOT 
dangerous 

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

HAMPDEN – Following a 
string of escapes, a male and fe-
male husky have been deemed 
as nuisances by the Board of 
Selectmen. 

The board made its decision 
on Dec. 19 with Animal Control 
Officer Shelley Sears and the 
Williams family, owners of the 
dogs, present. The dogs have re-
peatedly escaped from the Wil-
liams’ property at 56 Raymond 
Drive. 

The Williams family ap-

peared at the meeting follow-
ing their absence at the initial 
dog hearing on Nov. 14, 2022. 
During that meeting, Sears re-
ported that one or both of the 
dogs had escaped the property 
on May 22, Oct. 22, Oct. 23, 
Oct. 25, Oct. 27, Oct. 28 and 
Nov. 4 of last year. 

She said they again escaped 
to East Longmeadow Road, 
where they were almost hit by 
several vehicles. The dogs have 
also been spotted on Apple Hill 
Road in Wilbraham. 

“We’ve had a number of 
complaints about the dog, the 
huskies, running loose various 
times. Although they have bit-
ten anyone or threatened any-
one that we know of, they are 
becoming a nuisance, and it’s a 

danger to not only the animals 
but to drivers if they’re out in 
the road disrupting,” Selectman 
Don Davenport said. 

The dogs each weigh about 
50 pounds and previously had 
escaped by digging their way 
under a fence that surrounds the 
property. Now, it appears that 
they are hurdling the fence, al-
though owner Larry Williams 
was unsure how they are getting 
loose. 

“I don’t see how they’re 
getting out,” he said. “The only 
explanation is they’re hopping 
over that wooden part of the 
fence, and that’s the only thing 
I can come up with because 
there’s no way for them to pass 
through the fence, the gate’s not 
open, and the fence is over six-

feet (tall).” 
A woman identified as Mrs. 

Williams said that the family 
spent $14,000 installing the 
fence that now surrounds their 
property. She said both dogs 
have microchips and a Wifi col-
lar that allows for tracking. 

A camera was also reposi-
tioned after the most recent in-
cident to monitor the animals’ 
activity and capture their es-
capes on film. 

“They’re smart. I don’t know 
how else to put it, but as soon as 
we are alerted that they’re gone, 
because all of us have it on our 
cell phones, we’re looking for 
the dogs and we don’t stop until 
we find them,” she said. 

The Hampden Public Library led a donation drive that provided the 
Community Survival Center with food and clothing items. (Photo 
courtesy of Hampden Public Library)

Patrons of all ages participated in the library’s clothing drive. 
Pictured are Rachel and Charlie Kaye. (Photo courtesy of Hampden Public 
Library)

Please see LIBRARY, page 4

Please see YMCA, page 4

Huskies on Raymond Drive deemed a nuisance

Please see HUSKIES, page 6

Marissa Gallan
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

BEEF RIBEYE STEAKS

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN 

ASSORTED PORK CHOPS ..

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH 

PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS ..........

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS  ................

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

$188
lb

BEEF SIRLOIN
STEAKHOUSE TIPS

SALE DATES: 1/5/23-1/11/23

$214

USDA INSP. FROZEN 
OCEAN GOURMET

TILAPIA FILETS  .................... $399

SLICED IN OUR DELI

USDA INSP. 

ROAST BEEF ...................$699
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE
BONELESS STUFFED

PORK CHOPS OR ROAST
STUFFED W/ BREAD STUFFING 

$266

90% DIET LEAN
GROUND BEEF

GROUND 
FRESH DAILYTAILGATE SPECIALSTAILGATE SPECIALS
$888

lb

$799
lb

$777
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

BEEF SHORT RIBS .................

lb

79¢10 LB BAG

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN TRAY PACK 

$459
lb

5 LB 
BAG

99¢
lb

USDA INSP STORE MADE CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED 

BONELESS CHICKEN THIGHS ...........
USDA INSP STORE MADE SWEET BBQ MARINATED

BONELESS PORK BUTT STRIPS ...
USDA INSP FROZEN 

ST. LOUIS PORK RIBS ..............

$299

$299

lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG  ... $129

lb2 LB BAG

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$199
lb

lb

The Hampden-Wilbraham
Regional School District
We will be taking applications for our 
early childhood programs for district 

residents for the 2023-2024 year. 
Programs are for 3 and 4 year olds. 

If your child will be three by 
September 1, 2023 you may obtain 
an application at hwrsd.org website 

under "Departments," 
"Student Services" or call 

Corinne Roberts, Student Services 
at 279-3863.

Applications will be available
starting January 1, 2023. 

Priority screening and placement 
will be given to applications received 

prior to January 31, 2023, 
but we offer a rolling admission.

By Rebecca Wehner
Staff Writer

rwehner@turley.com

PALMER– Pinball players 
are vying for their game to be 
seen as a pillar of competition 
and athleticism across the world, 
and this determined spirit is be-
ing brought to Hampden County 
to show residents just how formi-
dable the sport is.

The Western MA Pinball 
Club is hosting the International 
Flipper Pinball Association Mas-
sachusetts State Pinball Champi-
onship on Jan. 21, with the top 16 
players in the state going head to 
head for the title. 

The IFPA represents pinball 
players of all levels and hopes to 
continue promoting the game’s 
merit in the public eye, according 
to their website.

“The sport of pinball has been 
dormant for far too long,” IFPA 
Vice President Zach Sharpe said. 
“We are working hard to elevate 
the awareness and visibility of 
pinball across the globe and gen-
erate media coverage and corpo-
rate backing to bring the sport of 
competitive pinball back into the 
spotlight.”

The sport of pinball has come 
a long way since its earliest iter-
ations during the Great Depres-
sion. Based on the French game 
“bagatelle,” the original playing 
field had no flippers and involved 
little skill.

In the 1940s, pinball was seen 
as a form of gambling and was 
banned in the United States, al-
though the pinball flipper was 
invented in 1947 and games still 
proceeded in secrecy. 

The 50s brought many of the 

pinball mechanisms we are fa-
miliar with today, including score 
reels, multiplayer game modes, 
and the classic art and sound ef-
fects that are often conjured up in 
the minds of many when thinking 
of the sport.

The peak of pinball came in 
1979, with the sale of 200,000 
machines across manufacturers. 
When arcade games and hand-
held gaming consoles rose to 
prominence, however, pinball 
machine sales began to dwin-
dle and many companies were 
forced to merge or shut down 
completely.

The IFPA was founded at a 
time when pinball needed the 
most support. 

Co-chairmen and founders 
of the IFPA, Roger Sharpe and 
Steven Epstein, advocated for 
pinball’s resurgence and worked 

to host world-class competitions 
and promote over 30 pinball 
leagues in the 1990s.

“There exists a very dedi-
cated base of players and event 
organizers,” Sharpe said. “And 
the IFPA is here to work closely 
with location owners, operators, 
distributors and the entire coin 
machine industry to maximize 
the exposure and accessibility of 
competitive pinball.”

The aid of the IFPA allowed 
leagues to pop up all throughout 
the United States, holding annu-
al tournaments and encouraging 
new players to attend and learn 
from their more experienced 
peers.

The upcoming tournament in 
Three Rivers kicks off the third 
season at the Western MA Pin-
ball Club, beginning a series of 
state championships in New En-

gland. The best state players of 
2022 will compete with single 
elimination and best of seven 
rules starting at 10 a.m.

The 16 competing players 
will be arriving from all over 
the region, with top player Joe 
Lemire hailing from Hopkinton. 
Right at the cutoff in 16th place 
is Palmer’s own Lee Fernandes, 
who has participated in 20 com-
petitive pinball events and placed 
fourth in the Western MA Pinball 
League finals earlier this month.

This event is open to the pub-
lic and the pinball club promises 
a lively turnout and an unforget-
table experience. More infor-
mation regarding competitive 
pinball statistics and upcoming 
tournaments as well as how to 
register for the upcoming local 
tournament can be found at ifpa-
pinball.com.

A player stands at a pinball machine watching the ball move. (Stock photo)
Often highly decorated with vibrant colors, pinball machines are both eye-catching 
and the center of a growing number of professional pinball tournaments.

Pinball club hosts statewide tournament attracting pro players

Cookbook Club
to meet Jan. 9

WILBRAHAM – The Cookbook Book Club will be 
meeting for feast and fun at the Wilbraham Public Library 
at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, Jan. 9 in the Brooks Room.  Club 
members (and it is open to all) need to choose one reci-
pe from the book “The New Boston Globe Cookbook”.  
Make sure to make enough for the group!  After the dis-
cussion and food “testing,” you should be able to pick 
up a copy of the next cookbook, “The Smitten Kitchen 
Cookbook”.  The next meeting will be on Feb. 13.

Please call the library for details (596-6141) or email 
tsymington@wilbrahamlibrary.org.

                                              

WILBRAHAM – The Win-
ter Reading Challenge for Kids in 
grades K-5 is coming to the public li-
brary.  Read one, two, or three books 
from Jan. 1 – Feb. 28 and log them in 
your online Beanstack account. You 
will earn up to three tickets that are 
automatically entered into our win-
ter reading raffle! Prizes include gift 
cards!

This year you can write a review 
of the book you read, if you wish! Not 
required.

There is also a Winter Reading 
Challenge for Teens in Grades 6 – 12! 
Sign up online using the Beanstack 
app. Read one, two or three books 
during the months of January and 

February and log them in your ac-
count along with a short book review.

You will earn up to three tickets 
that you will enter online into our 
winter reading raffle! Prizes include 
gift cards and more!

All reading, book reviews and 
earned raffle tickets must be done by 
Feb. 28. Winners will be notified by 
email or phone call starting Mar. 7. 
All kids & teens will received a new 
book as part of their prize!

The Winter Reading Challenge is 
made possible due to generous dona-
tions made to the Wilbraham Friends 
of the Library. Check our website for 
more information. www.wilbrahamli-
brary.org.

Winter Reading Challenge 
comes to library

Tech help
returns to
library in 2023

WILBRAHAM – Students 
from the Wilbraham and Monson 
Academy will be back in the li-
brary for anyone who has ques-
tions about operating a smart 
phone or other electronic device 
(iPhone, iPad, Android, kindle 
fire, etc.).  They will be available 
for help on the following Mon-
days from 3:30-4:30:  January 9, 
23, 30, February 13, 27.

Registration is recommended.  
Anyone can register on the li-
brary website (www.wilbraham-
library.org).  If you have ques-
tions, please email tsymington@
wilbrahamlibrary.org.
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DO YOU NEED 
EXPERIENCED FINANCIAL HELP 

WHILE NAVIGATING 
YOUR DIVORCE?

Barbara 
Trombley, 
CPA, CDFA

Barbara Trombley 
is a Certified Divorce 

Financial Analyst (CDFA) 
who specializes in helping 

women understand 
their finances during 

this difficult time.

Barbara Trombley, Owner, CPA, CDFA
Securities offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered through 

Trombley Associates, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.

By Dave Robinson
Old Bones Genealogy of 

New England, LLC

We all like free, right? So often 
“free” also means poor quality, un-
reliable, doesn’t do what you expect. 
Forget all that and let’s do some ge-
nealogy research at Google!

The web address is easy: navi-
gate to www.google.com and you’re 
ready to go. Let’s say you’re trying to 
find your ancestor, Sion Grantham, 
Jr. Sion was born in the early 19th 
century in North Carolina according 
to what we know so far. you have a 
document that implies that he mar-
ried someone named Betsy. The 
North Carolina birth was a bit of data 
you found on someone’s online fam-
ily tree. So far, that’s all you know.

How are we going to find your 
long lost cousin, Sion? Since we’re 
talking about Google, let’s put the 
name in the search box. The results 
are 2.2 million which took Google 
0.63 seconds. Pretty impressive but 
I doubt anyone reading this column 
would have any motivation to sort 
through 2.2 million results!

For obvious reasons, we need to 
pare this down. 

First, I suggest putting quota-
tion marks around the name: “Sion 
Grantham” with nothing else…yet. 
In 0.42 seconds, you now have only 
163 results. That almost sounds too 
simple, but we’re not done yet. Did 
Sion have a middle name? At this 
point, it’s a good idea to put in a 
“wild card.” That action will produce 
new results that you may not have 
expected. In a Google search, that’s 

an asterisk. So, your next search will 
look like this: “Sion * Grantham” in 
case there was a middle initial name 
or a middle initial. Now, because 
we’ve broadened the parameters, the 
return is 527,000. Back to an over-
whelming number! 

Now, let’s see if we can find 
an “Sion * Grantham” with a wife 
named Betsy. Here, we’ll still use 
“Sion * Grantham” but we’re go-
ing to add Betsy with no quotation 
marks in order to narrow down that 
527,000! That still returns 274,000 
results.  OK…it seems like the wild 
card is bringing in too many results 
so, let’s get rid of it. Now we’re down 
to only 7 results looking for exactly 
“Sion Grantham,” exactly because 
we used the quotation marks and the 
name Betsy narrows down our origi-
nal 163 results. 

To explain a little, computers 
don’t read words, they read 0s and 
1s that are arranged in mind-numb-
ing sequences. When you search for 
Sion Grantham, the pages that were 
found could have had the word Sion 
in the first sentence, but Grantham 
doesn’t show up until the last sen-
tence. With the quotation marks, 
we’ve told Google that we want the 
code for Sion with the code for Mor-
gan immediately following, not with 
Morgan 25 sentences away. But we 
still have 163 results. No problem. 
We just add more qualifiers. There’s 
a way to tell Google an approximate 
date. Since we know he was born 
early in the 19th century, we can 
guess at a year, 1805 for example. 
That’s likely not perfectly correct, 
so we use a number range which 
is written in the search box as, for 

example 1799..1810. The 2 periods 
between the years tells Google that 
there has to be a number between 
1799 and 1810 regardless of what 
it’s for whether birth, marriage or 
death or any event in the results that 
occurred between those years.  

Now this particular search may 
not reveal your grandfather Sion, but 
now you know that you’re at least 
close. We would go back and change 
the search parameters. Try removing 
“Betsy” and using “Elizabeth,” or 
simply “Betty.”

Here’s a quick summary of this 
tip and a few more:

Use quotation marks: “Sion 
Grantham” or “Grantham, Sion”.

Search specific websites for ex-
ample “Site:FamilySearch.org” with 
no spaces and without quotation 
marks but continue to use them if 
necessary.

Search a date range such as 
1845..1849 which will return pages 
with 1845, 1846, 1847,1848 or 1849 
which may or may not be a year.

Use the minus sign. For example, 
if you do not want returns that have 
the word library, use -library with no 
space between the minus and library.

There are quite a few more hints 
and strategies at Google and oth-
er research sites that we can cover 
in the months to come. One quick 
caveat: Google will bring you EV-
ERYTHING that’s available which 
includes paid sites such as Ancestry.
com and others. You may have the 
subscription, or you may choose to 
join.

Feel free to email me at dave@
oldbones.info.

 

Google for genealogy? It’s free!

Winter
Storytime
at WPL

WILBRAHAM – 
Story Time with Rachel 
Smythe! Kid’s ages 3 1/2 
– 5-years-old and able to 
come in independently 
will participate in win-
ter themed stories, songs 
and a craft for this six-
week session. Registration 
has already begun. Stop in 
or call to sign up.413-596-
6141.

Bottle & Can Drive
to occur Jan. 7

WILBRAHAM - Wilbraham Troop 359 will have 
their Bottle & Can Drive on Saturday, Jan. 7, 2023. 
It will be held at the St. Cecilia’s Church parking lot. 
Donations for Troop 359 help pay for camping equip-
ment and supplies, program materials, registration 
and activity fees throughout the year. People come 
to the troop’s bottle & can drives year after year. 
The generous community support and donations are 
greatly appreciated.

Men’s Glee Club to begin 
rehearsing on Jan. 9

WILBRAHAM – The Wilbraham Choral Society 
proudly announces that The Wilbraham Men’s Glee 
Club will begin rehearsals for the spring season at 7 
p.m. on Monday, Jan. 9 at Christ The King Epiphany 
Church, Wilbraham.

Rehearsals will continue each Monday at the 
church at 7 p.m. The chorus will be conducted by 
Ray Drury and accompanied by Marcia Jackson. Cur-
rently two concerts are being planned for later in the 
spring. 

Due to CDC/MA guidelines and the safety of all, 
those involved, without exception, must be fully vac-
cinated before the first rehearsal. Please bring vacci-
nation card to first rehearsal. “Full contact” protocols 
will be implemented - no masks or social distancing 
required. No audition is required, but nominal fee to 
cover the cost of sheet music will be imposed at the 
first rehearsal.

2023 dog licenses
available 

WILBRAHAM – Town Clerk Carole J. Tardif 
would like to inform residents that dog licenses for 
the calendar year 2023 are now available.    

The current license will expire on Dec. 31, 2022.  
Payment may be done in person, on line or put in the 
gray drop off box outside Town Hall.  

A current rabies certificate must be on file in the 
Clerk’s office. For more information, please call 596-
2800, ext. 200.

Fuel Assistance
is available

WILBRAHAM – Fuel assistance is available for 
eligible residents of all ages, in both Wilbraham and 
its surrounding communities. 

The program is supported by the Valley Opportu-
nity Council through the Low-Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program. 

For Fiscal Year 2023, the Income Eligibility and 
Benefit Levels for fuel assistance are as follows for 
60%

$42,411 – 1-person household 
$55,461 – 2-person household
$68,511 – 3-person household 
$81,561 – 4-person household 
$94,610 – 5-person household
$107,660 – 6-person household
$110,107 – 7-person household 
$112,554 – 8-person household
$115,001 – 9-person household 
$117,448 – 10-person household
$119,895 – 11-person household 
$122,342 – 12-person household 

Events&announcements announcements 
scheduleschedule

Our advertisers make this
publication possible.
Let them know you saw 

their ad in the

Wilbraham-Hampden Times
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Basics
4. Swiss river
7. Constrictor snake
8. Building occupied 

by monks
10. Discount
12. Deal a blow to
13. Relating to the 

ear
14. Thyrotropin
16. Loud, 

unpleasant 
noise

17. Large intestines
19. Move with 

a curving 
trajectory

20. Witnesses
21. You need both 

to live
25. Dash
26. Network
27. Dig
29. C. European 

river

30. Supplement 
with difficulty

31. Corporate 
executive

32. Carroll 
O’Connor’s 
onscreen wife

39. No variation
41. Airborne (abbr.)
42. “Heidi” author
43. Affirmative
44. Pie _ __ mode
45. W. Asian country
46. Grotesque or 

bizarre
48. Delicacy 

(archaic)
49. Textile
50. Denial
51. Electronic data 

processing
52. Attempt

CLUES DOWN
1. Engulf
2. Waterside hotel

3. Printed cotton 
fabric

4. Defensive nuclear 
weapon

5. One who follows 
the rules

6. Lace up once 
more

8. Fire byproduct
9. Hankerings
11. Outer
14. One-time 

aerospace firm
15. Seafood
18. Commercial
19. Epoxy hardener 

(abbr.)
20. Samoan 

monetary unit
22. Type of gland
23. Arrest
24. Check
27. Past participle 

of be
28. Alias
29. A major division 

of geological 
time

31. Kids 
programming 
channel (abbr.)

32. Joked
33. Helps little firms
34. Roman numeral 

50
35. Impressive in 

size or scope
36. Domineering 

leader
37. A person who 

delivers a 
speech

38. One after 89
39. Young hawk
40. The scene of 

any event or 
action

44. A team’s best 
pitcher

47. Integrated data 
processing

Cash Paid Today
WE BUY

JUNK CARS
24/7 - 365

Nate (413) 636-2929

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-589-7564 Office ❖ 413-589-7588 Fax ❖ 413-531-5360

OBITUARIES

Edith Julia (Isham) Casey passed on 
Thursday, Dec. 29, 2022. She was 95,

She was the beloved wife of R. Gor-
don Casey from 1949 until Gordon’s 
passing in 2007. 

Born on Jan. 20, 1927 to the late Dan-
iel Ralph Isham and Mary Alice (Bigelow) 
Isham, “Edie” enjoyed living in Hampden 
nearly her entire life. She survived her 
10 brothers and sisters, Daniel, Beatrice, 
Mary, William, Wesley, Reginald, Robert, 
Roland, John, Walter, and their spouses. 

Edith’s family was one Hampden’s 
and Springfield’s first settlers, and they 
are descended from Samuel Chapin and 
nine Mayflower passengers. She attended 
Hampden schools, then graduated from 
Technical High School in Springfield in 
1945 and attended American International 
College for two years after high school. 

Edie was a member of the Hampden 
Federated Church since 1941, its’ Ladies 
Aid Society and Yola Guild. She was the 
longest surviving member of the Feder-
ated Church when she passed. After col-
lege, Edie was a lab technician at Mercy 
Hospital for several years. 

In 1949, Edith and Gordon were mar-
ried and spent a wonderful life together. In 
1960, Edith and Gordon started their own 
business, Casey Glass Service, which they 
retired from in 1998. During the 1950s 
and 1960s Edith and Gordon were active 
in the Western Mass Model T club. They 

were members of the Springfield Yacht 
Club and enjoyed power boating starting 
in 1970. They also enjoyed snowmobiling 
for many years. After retirement, they of-
ten spent winters touring Florida in their 
motor home.

Edith leaves her son Mark, and wife 
Linda, her son David, and wife Patricia, 
all of Hampden, six grandchildren, 11 
great-grandchildren and one great-great 
granddaughter. Edie leaves her caring 
friend Ray, at Wellington Assisted Living, 
and many, many friends and relatives. 

The family wishes to thank the staff 
at Wellington Assisted Living, Beacon 
Hospice, Baystate Medical, Pastor Pat 
Miller-Fernandes and the Hampden Fed-
erated Church and her many friends for 
their support during the last few years of 
Edith’s life. 

Calling hours will be from 3-7 p.m. 
on Friday Jan. 6 at the Byron Keenan Fu-
neral Home & Cremation Tribute Center, 
1858 Allen St., Springfield. A Celebration 
of Life service will be held at 11 a.m. on 
Saturday, Jan. 7, at the Hampden Federat-
ed Community Church, 590 Main St., in 
Hampden.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations 
may be made to the Shriner’s Children’s 
Hospital, Carew St. Springfield, or the 
Salvation Army, 170 Pearl St., Spring-
field. 

For more info, please visit us at www.
byronkeenan.com

Death
Notice
Casey (isham),

Edith Julia
Died

December 29, 2022
Services

January 7, 2023

Edith Julia (Isham) Casey

vehicle with the donations, 
they almost didn’t all fit. 
When she arrived at the 
survival center, its execu-
tive director Mary Cassidy 
offered the library commu-
nity an appreciative note. 

“She said some went to 
use for families for Christ-
mas and some of the out-
er wear will go to pantry 
clients, particularly our 
homeless clients, which 
really made me realize 
how important things like 
this are, especially at this 
time of year for families in 
need,” Moriarty said. 

Moriarty said she 
chooses to donate to the 
survival center because 
it keeps everything local, 
which is appealing to the 
library patrons who do-
nate. 

She was especially 
pleased to see some of the 
library’s youngest patrons 
get in on the fun. 

“When a lot of the fam-
ilies donate, they bring the 
kids in to give the pajamas 
to the pajama drive and the 
food and the hats and mit-
tens,” Moriarty said. “You 
can see the smiles on their 
faces because they know 
it’s going to go to someone 
in need so it’s very reward-
ing to see that.”

 

LIBRARY  from page 1

quality of life. 
“At the end of the study, we hope to see some sub-

jective improvement in those day-to-day tasks and 
their overall quality of life after having this experi-
ence and picking up these new communication strat-
egies and having an environment that’s comfortable 
to come and be yourself no matter how you’re strug-
gling,” Gallan said. 

Gallan encourages older adults who are struggling 
to complete routine tasks with ease due to hearing 
difficulties or memory loss to participate. Discussion 
of personal problems is not the primary goal of the 
study; Gallan says she hopes participants feel relaxed 
while completing the different activities. 

She said that often times hearing loss and memory 
struggles lead to social isolation, which may poten-
tially cause accelerated cognitive decline due to the 
lack of stimulation. Gallan reiterated that there are no 
definitive connections, but there is a pattern that ap-
pears to be emerging.

When choosing a location, Gallan was attracted 
to Wilbraham because the YMCA and senior center 
exist under one roof. She hopes that individuals who 
regularly visit both sites will be willing to join the 
study in a central location. 

This will mark Gallan’s first time leading a study 
and establishing protocols and procedures, but she is 
highly experienced working in a research lab. 

While she hopes to become an audiologist, Gal-
lan does not expect that participants in the study will 
have ever seen an audiologist. 

“But, hopefully, if they realize how much treating 
their hearing loss and working to have healthy com-
munication can improve their life, it will push some 
people to take the actions they need to improve their 
life by seeing an audiologist or any medical profes-

sional,” she said.
Beyond improving their 

quality of life, those who 
participate in the study will 
be entered into a raffle to 
win a three-month mem-
bership to the YMCA. 

For more information, 
or to sign up, please con-
tact Gallan at 508-3359 or 
MGallin@UMass.edu.

YMCA from page 1

Grief support program 
coming to region

In January 2023, Rick’s Place will provide free, 
peer grief support groups for youth (ages 5-18) and 
their caregivers on Monday evenings at the YMCA of 
Greater Westfield.

Rick’s Place will also continue its free, peer grief sup-
port groups on Tuesday evenings at its site in Wilbraham. 
Grief is a normal response to any death and through 
facilitated peer support groups, Rick’s Place offers 
young people and their families a place to remember 
their loved ones and to avoid the sense of isolation 
that such losses can produce. Rick’s Place was estab-
lished in 2007, in memory of Rick Thorpe, who died 
in Tower Two of the World Trade Center on 9/11. We 
are honored to offer young people and their families 
from all over Western MA and Northern CT compas-
sionate grief support at no charge.

To participate in these FREE grief support pro-
grams provided by Rick’s Place, reach out to us 
at: info@ricksplacema.org or call 413-279-2010.

Wilbraham-Hampden 
Calendars on sale now! 

The Wilbraham Welcome Project is selling 2023 
Calendars to support the following community organi-
zations- Minnechaug Land Trust, The Wilbraham and 
Hampden Historical Societies and our local veterans 
organizations. 

These calendars include pictures taken by 
Hampden and Wilbraham residents of our towns. 
  Calendars are $15 each plus shipping and will be 
sent directly to you!  They can be ordered by visiting 
https://www.yearbox.com/wwp/

The Wilbraham Welcome Project is a community 
initiative dedicated to celebrating our towns, cultivat-
ing community and championing local business. More 
information can be found at www.thewilbrahamwel-
comeproject.com or on social media @wilbrahamwel-
comeproject.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertis-
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in-
sertion, nor will be li-
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu-
pied by the item in the 
advertisement.
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LIVE MUSIC EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY

Eastfield Mall • 1655 Boston Road, Springfield

Eastfield Mall 1655 Boston Rd.

Donovan’s
Irish Pub
FOOD & SPIRITS

Western Mass.’
#1 Irish Pub
for Food &

Entertainment with
a Family Friendly

Atmosphere!

DINNER SPECIALS
Thurs. & Sat.: Corn Beef & Cabbage •   Fri.: Whole Belly Clams

Thurs. 3/28 The Jeff & Jason Show
Friday 3/29 The Healys w/John Tabb

Saturday, March 30
Direct from New York,
International Irish Entertainer

DONAL O’SHAUGHNESSY!
Join us for an evening of singing, joke-telling
and yarn-spinning fun for the whole family!

Eastfield Mall 1655 Boston Rd.

Donovan’s
Irish Pub
FOOD & SPIRITS

Western Mass.’
#1 Irish Pub
for Food &

Entertainment with
a Family Friendly

Atmosphere!

DINNER SPECIALS
Thurs. & Sat.: Corn Beef & Cabbage •   Fri.: Whole Belly Clams

Thurs. 3/28 The Jeff & Jason Show
Friday 3/29 The Healys w/John Tabb

Saturday, March 30
Direct from New York,
International Irish Entertainer

DONAL O’SHAUGHNESSY!
Join us for an evening of singing, joke-telling
and yarn-spinning fun for the whole family!

Western Mass's #1 Irish Pub!Western Mass's #1 Irish Pub!

Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm, Fri. & Sat. 11am-12am, Sun. 9am-7pm
              Sunday Breakfast 9am-12pm

Follow us on 
Facebook 

and visit our 
website for 
the most 

up to date 
information

Sat. 1/7
The Healys

Fri. 1/6
Dee Reilly

Sat. 1/14Fri. 1/13
Blaney 

Brothers
Jimmy 

McArdle

www.richardgreeninsurance.com 
Fax: 413-267-3496

Email: richardgreenins@gmail.com

• AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE

32 Somers Rd., Hampden • 566-0028128 Main St., Monson • 267-3495

Two Locations:

Please visit our website for an auto,
homeowners, or life insurance quotes

• Great Locations • Free registry service
• Quotes gladly given • We make housecalls

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

WILBRAHAM – The new-
ly-opened Domino’s Pizza chain at 
2030 Boston Road is committed to 
more than just making money; owner 
Augusto Garcia has pledged to give 
away over $300,000 worth of free 
pizza to area schools, community 
centers and nonprofit organizations 
in 2023. 

“We plan to donate $300,000 in 
food to the needy and anyone with 
food insecurity,” Garcia said. “With 
the $300,000 here, I would say (it’s 
about) 50,000 pizzas.”

After the grand opening in Wil-
braham late last year, the Garcia 
family now owns six Domino’s Pizza 
locations, including five in Spring-
field. Garcia, an East Longmeadow 
resident, had long dreamed of open-
ing a new restaurant in either Ludlow 
or Wilbraham. 

Garcia said that the charitable 
work that has been completed in 
Springfield inspired his family to do 
business in another area that could be 
positively impacted.

“At the end of the day, we wanted 
to find a new community that doesn’t 
have someone big like us giving 
back,” Garcia said. “Because of the 
huge success in Springfield and the 
community leaders reaching out to 
us and thanking us, it made us think 
Wilbraham and Ludlow are places 
for us to go.”

Garcia’s journey to becoming a 
Domino’s Pizza owner in Western 
Massachusetts has taken time. He 
said he went from being a driver to 
an assistant manager before transi-
tioning to a general manager and su-
pervisor. 

To become a franchisee, one must 
work as a general manager for an ex-
tended period of time. 

Garcia spent 10 years working 
in Boston as a general manager and 
supervisor, taking on late night and 
weekend shifts, before an opportuni-
ty to partially own and operate a piz-
zeria in the western part of the state 
presented itself. 

Garcia invested in his first store 
in Springfield as a 30% owner before 
buying out his partners out in 2014. 
From 2014 to 2020, he was a one-
store franchisee, but following the 
COVID-19 pandemic, he bought out 
four more stores in Springfield. 

“It was a giant step for me; from 

one store to five overnight, but we 
learned a lot from our mistakes,” 
Garcia said, noting that the person-
alities of the clientele differ per lo-
cation, making it important to find 
unique employees for each store. 

To open the Wilbraham store, 
Garcia invested approximate-
ly $500,000. It took less than two 
months to transform the store space 
on Boston Road into the Domino’s 
Pizza location it now is. 

In Wilbraham, Garcia will build 
on previous endeavors.

In the past, the Garcia family has 
donated to YMCA locations, Boys & 
Girls Clubs, public schools, churches 
and Christina’s House and Shriners 
Children’s New England hospital in 
Springfield. 

“We give vouchers for free piz-
zas. Every single student in Spring-
field got a voucher for a free pizza 
from us, and they can (use it) at any 
of my stores in Springfield and now 
in Wilbraham,” Garcia said. 

Garcia said it is obvious that the 

business must sell pizzas to stay up 
and running, and he noted that the 
new Wilbraham location will employ 
approximately 30 employees. None-
theless, charity will remain at the 
forefront as the Garcia family enters 
2023. 

“We want to make sure people 
don’t think Domino’s Pizza is this 
big corporation coming here to take 
down the small business. That’s not 
it. This is the Garcia family. I’m lo-
cal… my kids grew up here, we are 
here for the community,” Garcia said. 

Garcia never envisioned own-
ing six stores but said the accom-
plishment is a result of hard work. 
He hopes to continue his success in 
Wilbraham but stressed that the key 
to doing so will be building out his 
community connections. 

“Any nonprofit organization out 
there or school or any place that feels 
they can use our help to feed the 
needy or people with food insecurity, 
we can help with that. We will give 
pizzas,” Garcia said. 

New Domino’s pledges to give 
away $300,000 of free pizza

(L to R) Malcolm Mahoney, Lucas Garcia and Augusto Garcia, pictured in the 
new Domino’s in Wilbraham. (Staff photo by Dalton Zbierski)

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

Puppolo critical of 
MGM and Gaming 
Commission’s decision
MGM Springfield granted a Sports 
betting license due to late filing 

SPRINGFIELD – State Rep., Angelo J. Puppolo, 
Jr., (D- Springfield) is concerned that MGM Spring-
field’s caviler and lackadaisical behavior is wearing 
thin and the state missed an opportunity to hold their 
feet to the fire with the sports betting license. 

“Prime example, one of the most important finan-
cial supplements that MGM Springfield has hounded 
the Legislative Delegation about is Sports betting and 
yet they can’t even file that application on time. To me 
that speaks volumes to their full commitment to the 
area and to our residents, and I question the manage-
ment here,” Puppolo said. 

Puppolo is calling for the Gaming Commission to 
fine MGM Springfield $250,000 for filing late and to 
dole that money out to the host and surrounding com-
munities in addition to what MGM Springfield already 
owes. 

The gaming commission should have delayed ap-
proving MGM Springfield’s application until they 
spoke with the area Legislative Delegation and at the 
very least should have penalized MGM by a $250,000 
fine for the late application. 

“Why reward MGM Springfield for bad behavior. 
It’s inexcusable to file such an important application 
late and then to reward them for being late is uncon-
scionable – every other in -person application was 
filed on-time – they should be penalized. If people file 
income taxes late, property taxes late or credit card 
payments late they are penalized – so shouldn’t MGM 
Springfield,” Puppolo said. 

“Just look at the numbers – they don’t add up – 
count the current jobs – count the totality of the host 
and surrounding community agreement fulfillments; 
MGM has been a bad bet for the area. The payoffs have 
been worse than playing roulette and that is not right.” 
Puppolo said. 

Support the local
businesses that support
your local newspaper.

Let them know you saw
their ad in the

Wilbraham Hampden Times
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Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri-
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to elinscott@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly 

correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor-
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito-
rial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu-
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hamp-
den TIMES is published ev-
ery Thursday by Turley Pub-
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho-
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos.
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Bringing attention to children custody rights

Letters to the Editor

VIEWPOINTS

An Oakham resident said she 
had a pair of red-breasted 
nuthatches at her feeder.

The red-breasted nuthatch is a 
smaller version of its cousin, the 
white-breasted nuthatch and is 4 ½ 
inches long. 

It creeps headfirst down tree 
trunks searching for insects. It also 
eats seeds of conifers and will come 
to bird feeders for sunflower seeds 
and suet. 

It has a white eyebrow, which 
separates its dark cap from the black eye line. 
Its underparts are rusty colored.

The male has a black cap and richly col-
ored underparts. The female has a gray cap 
and more lightly colored underparts. 

The female lays five to seven white or 
slightly pink eggs with brown speckles in a 
nest of rootlets, grasses, mosses and shredded 
bark.

She nests in an excavated hole in a tree, 
a birdhouse or abandoned woodpecker hole. 
Red-breasted nuthatches smear pitch around 
the entrance to its nest cavity to deter preda-
tors.

As a result, it often has pitch smeared on 
its feathers. It uses birdhouses and nest holes 
to roast as well as to raise its brood.

Its call is a nasal “nyeep, nyeep” and a 
short “tsip.”

Red-breasted nuthatches have periodic 
eruptions south in winter in years with scarce 
cone crops in northern regions.

White-breasted nuthatches are daily visi-
tors to my feeders and suet. I see red-breasted 
nuthatches less frequently.

They are one of my favorite winter birds.

Christmas Bird Count
The Massachusetts Audubon Society 

reports a Western Grebe found on Mash-
pee-Wakeby Pond as the highlight of the 
Buzzard’s Bay Christmas Bird Count. Other 
highlights from the count, which covers town 
on both sides of the bay including Falmouth 
and Marion included three redheads, a hybrid 
Barrow’s x common goldeneye, 350 American 
Coots, an eastern phoebe, several red cross-
bills and two palm warblers.

The Cape Cod Christmas Bird 
Count was held on Sunday, Dec. 18 
with sightings including a grasshop-
per sparrow in Eastham, two blue-
winged teal in West Harwich, several 
red crossbills, nine orange-crowned 
Warblers in Orleans, several yel-
low-breasted chats and a painted bun-
ting in Chatham.

Audubon Society sightings
Massachusetts Audubon Society 

bird sightings in Worcester County 
included a late brown thrasher at the  

Wildlife Management Area in Westborough 
and 13 red crossbills in Princeton.

In Berkshire County there were three cack-
ling geese at Baldwin Hill in Egremont, five 
canvasbacks at Lake Onota in Pittsfield and 
two Iceland gulls and a lesser black-backed 
gull at Lake Pontoosuc in Pittsfield.

Franklin County has a rufous humming-
bird, which continues to come to a feeder on 
Highland Street in Millers Falls; a cackling 
goose at Turners Falls; a canvasback at Bar-
ton’s Cove in Gill and four white-crowned 
sparrows in Sunderland.

Hampshire County residents reported 
five black vultures in Granby and three in 
Easthampton, a late Baltimore Oriole at the 
Hadley Transfer Station in Hadley and nine 
red crossbills on North Road in Westhampton.

Hampden County also had three black vul-
tures in Stanley Park in Westfield.

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-967-
3505, leaving a message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

To the editor,

There Has been an ongoing 
issue that many have looked 
past which are Children custody 
rights. My name is William St. 
John and my partner’s name is 
Demetrios Patrakis. We under-
stand that divorce is a tough sit-
uation to go through, not only on 
the parents, but the child as well. 
Majority of the time, the courts 
and the parents decide what is 
best for the child, but when does 

the child get a say? When I was 
fifteen years old, I had a job, 
good grades and went through 
the process of getting my license. 
I’d say I had a good idea on how 
to make my own decisions re-
sponsibly. However, I can’t de-
cide who I want to live with if 
my parents were to get a divorce 
until I’m of the age of eighteen? 
To me and many others this 
doesn’t seem right. My partner 
and I have done some research 
on custody battles and in the end, 

80 percent of the time the moth-
er possesses full custody of the 
child, leaving the child with no 
say in where they legally live. By 
changing the age to 16, this will 
open up huge opportunities to 
kids all over Massachusetts and 
potentially the United states. 

 
Kind Regards,

William St. John and
Demetrios Patrakis

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Red-breasted nuthatch

Selectboard Chair John Flynn 
made it clear that the board isn’t 
doubting the Williams; the Select-
man just want to figure out what’s 
going on. Flynn said no one has 
complained that the dogs are vi-
cious, which he said is a credit to 
the family. 

“I think it’s important to say 
that they haven’t been a danger to 
anybody accept by the fact they’re 
in the road sometimes, but they 
have not been a danger to peo-
ple, and we appreciate that right 
there,” Flynn said.

Selectman Craig Rivest said 
the only danger could be traffic 
accidents. He urged the family 
to have someone monitoring the 
dogs at all times, as it was implied 
in both meetings that the Wil-
liams’ daughter has neglected to 
watch them when it was allegedly 
her responsibility. 

“You know the dogs are scal-
ing the fence now and getting 
out and somebody’s home and 
feels they’re not responsible for 
the dogs, how far is this allowed 
to go? The dogs aren’t going to 
endanger somebody, but I’m con-
cerned about the traffic problem,” 
Rivest said. “They could run out 
in front of somebody. Somebody 
tries to swerve to avoid it and hits 
a kid on a bicycle riding down the 
street. That’s my concern.”

Ultimately, the board recom-
mended that the family invest in 
a harness style collar or an invis-
ible fence and asked that action be 
taken in the weeks following the 
meeting.

All parties expressed an inter-
est to not have to meet again on 
the matter if possible. 

 

HUSKIES from page 1



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESJanuary 5, 2023 Page 7

Join us for coffee and conversation to learn more about WMA’s
programs and community, along with an optional campus tour.

TITAN  TALKS
WILBRAHAM & MONSON ACADEMY

Tuesday, Jan. 24, 9 a.m.
Families interested in grades 6-8.

MIDDLE SCHOOL

Thursday, Jan. 26, 8 a.m.
Families interested in grades 9-12, PG.
UPPER SCHOOL

www.wma.us/titantalks

AMHERST -- Researchers at the 
University of Massachusetts Am-
herst Political Economy Research 
Institute on Monday released the lat-
est yearly editions of its Toxic 100 
lists of the top corporate air and wa-
ter polluters and top greenhouse gas 
emitters in the United States, based 
on the most recent data available 
from the Environmental Protection 
Agency.

New this year is the Greenhouse 
Suppliers 100 Index, which ranks 
U.S. companies by the amount that 
their distribution of fossil fuels con-
tributes to global climate change. 

This new list joins the Green-
house 100 Index, which ranks U.S. 
companies by their emissions re-
sponsible for global climate change 
according to the EPA Greenhouse 
Gas Reporting Program, and the 
Toxic 100 Air and Toxic 100 Water 
Indexes, which rank U.S. industrial 
polluters using the EPA Toxics Re-
lease Inventory. 

The indexes, created as part of 
PERI’s Corporate Toxics Informa-
tion Project, once again include en-
vironmental justice indicators to as-
sess impacts on low-income people 
and minorities.

“The Toxic 100 and Greenhouse 
100 inform consumers, shareholders, 
regulators, lawmakers and commu-
nities which large corporations re-
lease toxic and climate-altering pol-
lutants into our environment,” said 
Michael Ash, professor of econom-
ics at UMass Amherst and co-direc-
tor of the Corporate Toxics Infor-
mation Project. “We assess not just 
how many pounds of pollutants are 
released, but which are the most tox-
ic and who is exposed. People have a 
right to know about toxic hazards to 
which they are exposed. Legislators 
need to understand the effects of pol-
lution on their constituents.”

For the first time, PERI has pub-
lished a Greenhouse Suppliers 100 
Index, which ranks U.S. companies 
by their 2020 supply of products that 
result in greenhouse gas emissions 
when the products are released, com-
busted or oxidized. 

The top five companies on this 
year’s inaugural list, in order, are 
Marathon Petroleum, Phillips 66, 
Valero Energy, Exxon Mobil and 
Peabody Energy. 

The first four of these are primar-
ily on the list because of their petro-
leum refining operations, although 
the top two also conduct natural gas 
extraction. 

Fifth-ranked Peabody Energy is 
on the list due to its coal mining ven-
tures. 

The top four each produced fos-
sil fuels that resulted in 280 million 
metric tons or more of CO2-equiv-
alent emissions. Rounding out the 
top 10 greenhouse suppliers are En-
terprise Products Partners, Chevron, 
BP, Arch Resources and Shell PLC.

The Greenhouse 100 Index ranks 
companies by 2020 direct emissions 
of greenhouse gasses from large 
sources. The top three companies 
are Vistra Energy, Duke Energy, and 
Southern Company, the fourth year 
in a row in which these companies 
were in the top three spots. 

They each released more than 75 
million metric tons of CO2-equiva-
lent emissions. Together these three 
companies released 4% of all U.S. 
greenhouse gas emissions from all 
sources including non-energy sourc-
es.

The rest of the top 10 in the 
Greenhouse 100 are Berkshire Ha-
thaway, American Electric Power, 
Energy Capital Partners, NextEra 
Energy, Xcel Energy, the U.S gov-
ernment and Exxon Mobil, the top 
company whose direct emissions 
are not dominated by electric pow-
er plants. Among the top 10, Ener-
gy Capital Partners has the highest 
weighted share of minorities living 
within 10 miles of its facilities.

In order, LyondellBasell, BASF, 
Becton Dickinson, Salzgitter, Hunts-
man, Dow Inc, Canopus Internation-
al, Celanese, Berkshire Hathaway 
and NOV Inc. lead the Toxic 100 Air 
Polluters Index, which reports the 
top companies in 2020 in terms of 
total potential chronic human health 
risk from toxic chemical air pollut-

ants. 
Five of these companies are in 

the top 10 almost entirely because of 
chromium or ethylene oxide released 
from one of their facilities. 

The Toxic 100 Air Index covers 
both publicly traded and privately 
held companies, such as Koch Indus-
tries (No. 58), that appear on Forbes, 
Fortune or S&P lists. The index in-
cludes environmental justice indica-
tors that denote, for example, while 
minorities make up just under 40% 
of the U.S. population, they bear 
68% of the air-toxics risk from facil-
ities owned by LyondellBasell.

The  Toxic 100 Water Polluters 
Index, which ranks the pounds of 
toxics released into surface water or 
sent to water-treatment systems in 
2020, adjusted for chemical toxicity, 
is led this year by Northrop Grum-
man, LyondellBasell, NextEra In-
dustries, Dow Inc., and Cargill. 

The Toxic 100 Water Polluters 
list also once again includes environ-
mental justice indicators that show, 
for example, minorities bear 63% 
of the toxic hazard created by Dow 
from water releases and transfers to 
water treatment facilities.

In addition to the top 100 lists, 
search functions for toxic air, toxic 
water and greenhouse gas polluters 
provide information on all compa-
nies reporting releases or production 
to the Toxics Release Inventory, the 
Greenhouse Gas Reporting Program 
or the EIA-7A coal mine survey. Data 
related to  Air Toxics at School  and 
the  Coal Producers Index  is also 
searchable through the Corporate 
Toxics Information Project.

“In making this information 
available, we are building on the 
achievements of the right-to-know 
movement,” Ash said. “Our goal is 
to engender public participation in 
environmental decision-making, and 
to help residents translate the right to 
know into the right to clean air, clean 
water, and a livable planet.”

The complete Toxic 100 and 
Greenhouse 100 lists - and their ac-
companying report - can be found 
online at http://toxic100.org/.

UMass Amherst name top climate, air and 
water polluters in the U.S.

Feeling creative?
The Friends of Wilbraham Seniors are getting 

ready to plan another year of events, fundraisers and 
programs, and they would like to invite the communi-
ty to a brainstorming meeting to gather ideas for the 
new year. This is an opportunity to share your ideas 
and help our seniors..  

All funds we raise at our events go to support the 
seniors in Town which make up 38% of the adult pop-
ulation. Proceeds from past events went to support 
not only our building fund but also our senior assis-
tance programs. This program supports seniors, who 
as a last resort and meet certain criteria, need help 
paying fuel and utility bills, prescriptions and more. 

Join other like-minded members of the Friends of 
Wilbraham Seniors for a meeting at 10:45 a.m. (note 
this is a new time) on Friday, Jan. 6, at the Wilbraham 
Senior Center- 45 Post Office Park (located adjacent 
to the Scantic Y)  to come up with new and creative 
a fundraising activities and events for 2023. You can 
also email your ideas to the Friends Fundraising 
Director Ann Marie Gaudette at  thrmoman@msm.
com or call her at 413-599-4803. 

St. Cecilia Women’s 
Club to hold annual 
Card & Game Party

WILBRAHAM – The Saint Cecilia Women’s 
Club is holding its annual Card & Game Party & Lun-
cheon, Thursday, January 26, in the Saint Cecilia Par-
ish Center, 42 Main St. Check-in begins at 11:30 a.m. 
with lunch served at noon.  Come with friends to play 
any game of   your choice, enjoy a delicious lunch, 
and have fun!  The donation is $8.  There will also be 
a raffle for many prizes and gift cards. Proceeds help 
to fund the club’s scholarships and donations to many 
charitable organizations in the area.  For reservations 
please call Sue Agnew, 596-9480.

American History Book 
Club to meet Jan. 23

WILBRAHAM — The American History Book 
Club will be having its sixth meeting at 6 p.m. on 
Monday, Jan. 23 in the Brooks Room at the public 
library.

The book under discussion will be “Common 
Ground:   Turbulent Decade in the Lives of Three 
American Families”, by J. Anthony Lukas.  After the 
discussion, you should be able to pick up a copy of 
the book for February, Joseph Wheelan’s “Mr. Ad-
ams’s Last Crusade:  The Extraordinary Post-Presi-
dential Career of John Quincy Adams”.

Please call the library for details at 596-6141 or 
email tsymington@wilbrahamlibrary.org.

of theof the

LACEY

The first Pet of the Month of 2023 is awarded 
to Lacey. Send your submissions to dzbierski@tur-
ley.com and maybe there will be a Pet of the Week 
award. (Photo courtesy of rdgrayburn11@gmail.com)
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Hours: Monday-Thursday 8am-5pm

85 Post Office Park
Suite 8503

Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-3881

www.wilbrahamfamilydentistry.com

• Cosmetic dentistry, whitening, veneers, crowns & bridges
• Digital X-Rays & Photographs
• Same Day digital crowns using our CEREC machine
• Implant Restorations
• CareCredit -  A convenient monthly payment plan
• Most insurance plans acceptedOur family keeping your family smiling!

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

Members of the Hampden Garden Club decorated the Hampden Library for the holidays. (Photo courtesy of Ellen 
Moriarty)

On Sunday, Dec. 4, Scouts from Wilbraham Troop 359, gathered to set up the town manger in Crane Park. 
(Photo courtesy of Lorna Lewis)

Readers are encouraged to send 
in medium to high resolution 

photos for this page by e-mail to 
dzbierski@turley.com or mail to 

TIMES, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. Please note that if you send 
us a photo of the Times in different 
parts of the world, please include 
a recognizable landmark in the 

background. Examples:
Eiffel Tower; castle in Spain.

WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

The Soule Road School Winter String Concert took at the T. W. Burgess School on Monday Dec. 19, 2022. Strings and Friends is directed by Denise  
Gendron and assisted by founder Elaine Holdsworth (Photo courtesy of Elaine Holdsworth)

The Green Meadows Concert took place at T. W. Burgess School on Thursday, Dec. 15, 2022. (Photo courtesy of Elaine Holdsworth)

The participants in the Festival of Trees were from fourth-grade are pictured here. In the last week before school vacation, there were three concerts 
including the third-grade beginners -- one in each of the elementary school.  This image is of the 70 beginners at Stony Hill School in  
Wilbraham.  The concert took place at the T. W. Burgess Middle School in Hampden on Tues Dec. 13, 2022. (Photo courtesy of Elaine Holdsworth)
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Last month, Santa and Mrs. 
Claus visited Hampden. (Photo 
courtesy of Ellen Moriarty)

Peter Camyre of 
Wilbraham shot this 
image of a sunset while 
getting the mail at The 
Woodcrest Condominiums 
in Wilbraham on 
Wednesday, Dec. 28, 2022. 
(Photo courtesy of Peter Camyre)

This 10-foot by five-foot painting was created by Hampden artist Vinnie Casini and taken from an early 
Ambrotype photo (c. 1885 ) . It depicts the view looking down from the eastern top of Goat Rock trail. Pictured 
are the Baptist Church and the Lacousic Wollen Mill. It is willed to the Town of Hampden from Willie and 
Joanne D’Angelo of Hampden (Courtesy photo)
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Wednesday, January 25 is your last 
chance to advertise in Money Matters, 
so contact your sales rep or call 
413.283.8393 today. This section will 
publish in print and online February 15.

Turley Publications
A Special Section From

24 Water Street | Palmer, MA 
413.283.8393 | www.turley.com

Money Matters
Invest in Smart Advertising.
Each year, saving money is one of the most popular New Year’s resolutions 
people make. Ensure you’re reaching more of these potential customers
with targeted advertising in Money Matters. This themed special section
is loaded with helpful tips and articles about spending, investing and 
saving, making it the perfect place to advertise your financial 
solutions and money-saving offers to the right audience 
at the right time. Learn more about this valuable advertising 
opportunity today when you contact your sales rep or 
call 413.283.8393

www.turley.com

Turley Publications seeks Experienced 
Writers/Journalists to produce news and/
or feature stories of local interest for various 
towns and cities.
• Must be dependable, professional and able to 

     meet strict deadlines
• Photography skills and own camera a plus
• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Cliff Clark, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to cclark@turley.com

CORRESPONDENT
OPPORTUNITIES

WARE – Country Bank, a full-ser-
vice financial institution serving 
Central and Western Massachusetts 
is proud to support Revitalize Com-
munity Development Corporation in 
Springfield. 

The CDC performs critical re-
pairs, modifications and rehabilitation 
on the homes and non-profit facilities 
of low-income families with children, 
elderly military veterans and people 
with special needs. 

In 2022, the CDC served 826 
households with 2,309 individuals 
across Springfield, Holyoke and Chi-
copee. They completed 75 home re-
pairs, nine owned by military veteran 
families. 

“It’s hard to find an investment 
with as strong of a multiplier effect as 
a donation to Revitalize CDC.  When 
they support our fellow residents with 
critical repairs, it provides stability 

to families & neighborhoods, allows 
people to stay in their homes, reduc-
es vacant/condemned properties, and 
helps to maintain the tax base.  As a 
result of their healthy homes program 
and asthma prevention measures, 
medical costs are reduced and there 
are fewer visits to the ER.  By revi-
talizing blocks of homes at a time, the 
sense of community is strengthened, 
and our neighborhoods are made saf-
er.  At Country Bank, we are honored 
to support such a worthy organiza-
tion,” said Ben Leonard, senior vice 
president, Commercial Banking Team 
Leader at Country Bank and vice 
chair of the Revitalize CDC Board in 
a press release. 

“Thank you to Country Bank 
for your dedication and support of 
our community by providing em-
ployee volunteers and funding for 
our #GreenNFit Neighborhood Re-

Shown from left to right are Ben Leonard, Ryan 
Nauman and Sam Pursey from Country Bank; Revitalize 
Community Development Corporation President and 
CEO Colleen Shanley-Loveless and Director of #GreeNFit 
Program Ethel Griffin; Jodie Gerulaitis and Sarah 
Yurkunas from Country Bank. (Courtesy Photo)

Country Bank grants $30,000 to Community Development Corporation

builds! You truly make a difference,” said Coleen Shan-
ley-Loveless, president and CEO of Revitalize Commu-
nity Development Corporation. 

About Country Bank
Country Bank is one of the most highly capitalized 

mutual savings banks in the Commonwealth offering 
full-service consumer and commercial banking ser-
vices. 

Country Bank serves Central and Western Massa-
chusetts with 14 offices in Ware, Palmer, West Brook-
field, Brimfield, Belchertown, Wilbraham, Ludlow, 
Leicester, Paxton, Charlton, Springfield and Worcester. 

Country Bank is a member of FDIC, DIF and the 
SUM network. Country Bank can be reached by calling 
800-322-8233 or online at countrybank.com.
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SPORTS
Falcons win
streak stopped

WEST SPRINGFIELD – Last week, the Min-
nechaug Regional High School hockey team split 
a pair of games. The Falcons scored a narrow 
2-1 win over visiting Auburn in an independent 
matchup last Monday morning. That followed 
with the first loss of the season for Minnechaug, 
a 7-4 defeat against Berry rival West Springfied. 
The Falcons return to action on Thursday, Jan. 5 
against Greenfield. The Falcons will also have a 
big matchup with Belchertown on Friday, Jan. 6 
at 7:30 p.m. at UMass-Amherst’s Mullins Prac-
tice Rink.

Dom Fierrentino attempts to steal the puck.

Goalie John Pollard 
smothers the puck.

Staff photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Christian Erskine flicks the puck into the offensive zone.

Derek Semanie clears the puck away.

Mike Moriarty makes his way up the ice.

Jake 
Klakostskiy 
works away 
from the wall.

Chaug inches closer to .500

Amir Adrolino makes his way 
down the court.

Jordan Hall goes high for a shot. Amar Gamidov bends to shoot. Carl Socha attempts a layup.

WILBRAHAM – Last 
Thursday night, Minnechaug 
boys basketball picked up its 
third win of the season with a 
63-40 triumph over Westfield. 
The Falcons had strong starts 
in each half, and held down the 
Bombers offense in both the 
first and third quarters to build 

a strong lead. The Falcons got 
contributions from nearly the en-
tire roster as 11 different players 
registered points. Jordan Hall led 
Minnechaug with 13 points and 
Nate Pace added 11 points. The 
Falcons are 3-4.

WILBRAHAM – Last Wednesday night, 
Minnechaug girls basketball won its final match-
up of 2022, defeating Northampton 53-48. 
The Falcons had a lot of momentum early, but 
Northampton came roaring back and within one 

point at halftime. The Falcons regroup and was 
able to finish strong to get the close win. In the 
victory, Kelly Cronin had 16 points and Eliza-
beth Wotywicz had 14 points. Minnechaug is 1-3 
heading the 2023 part of its schedule.

Gus Przybyl rushes across 
midcourt.

Staff photos by David Henry 
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Falcons win at home
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WESTFIELD – Westfield State 
University junior defenseman Tom 
Sköld will create a new highlight for 
the Owls’ program, as he will be the 
first Owl to skate in the 2023 Win-
ter Universiade (the World University 
Games) as a member of Sweden’s na-
tional team this January.

Sköld joins current Washington 
Capitals head coach Peter Laviolette as 
the only other Owl skater to represent 
his country in international competi-
tion, as Laviolette played for the US 
Olympic Team in the 1988 Calgary, 
and 1994 Lillehammer Winter Olym-
pics after graduating from Westfield 
State.

“It’s a huge honor and I’m very hap-
py to be in this position,” said Sköld, 
a native of Jarna, Sweden. “I’ve never 
been a part of an international game but 
I’ve been to one or two national team 
camps but never really made the final 
cut.”

“It’s a great opportunity for him,” 
said Miele.   “He’s excited to represent 
his country and it is great for our pro-
gram.”

The FISU World University Games 
is a celebration of international univer-
sity sports and culture. With several 
thousand student-athletes competing 
in each event edition, the FISU World 
University Games is among the world’s 
largest winter multi-sports competi-
tion.

“I didn’t know it was kind of like 
this size until I found out later on,” said 
Sköld. “I know there’s a lot of different 
countries involved, some countries that 
you wouldn’t expect to play hockey. I 
know Japan’s part of the Universiade 
and Korea’s there too, so it’s a little sur-
prising but it looks like fun. I looked up 
the last one where they played in Rus-
sia, there’s good hockey, good quality 
of players who show up. It’s going to 
be fun.”

“It’s going to be fun meeting ath-
letes from tons of different cultures and 
places,” added Sköld. “I can say there 
will be Japanese people there, China 
will be there, Ukraine is participating 
this year, you’ve got people from Bra-
zil, I think, who are going to participate 
as well, it’s a huge cultural shock, kind 
of like a cultural bomb. Looking for-
ward to seeing new stuff and meeting 
some new awesome people”

The games run from Jan. 12-23.     
Sweden will play in Pool B, one of 
two six-team pools, with the prelimi-

nary games at the Roos House Arena 
at SUNY-Canton, in Canton, N.Y. with 
the top four teams advancing to the 
semifinals and championship game on 
Jan. 21 and 22 at the Herb Brooks Are-
na in Lake Placid.

Sweden will meet Canada, Czech 
Republic, Japan, Latvia, and Ukraine 
in the preliminary rounds, beginning 
with Czech on Jan. 12 at 9:30 a.m.  

The chance to play at the Herb 
Brooks Arena in the semifinals and 
finals isn’t lost on Sköld, despite be-
ing born 19 years after, and more than 
3,700 miles away from the 1980 U.S. 
Olympic Team’s ‘Miracle on Ice’ win 
over the Soviet Union and subsequent 
gold medal.

“I grew up watching that movie 
[Miracle] so obviously there is a little 
extra oomph in it,” Skold said with a 
grin.  “That’s a very big carrot dangling 
in your face to make it to the finals and 
play there.  It’s a very historical arena, 
and Swedish hockey is based on the 
Soviet style of play, so there’s both 
good and bad with it”’ he chuckled.

Johan Kling, who played on the 
Swedish team as the last Universiade 
winter games held in Russia in 2019, 
has taken the reins of the team as head 
coach for Lake Placid.  

He said that one of the interesting 
part of the games is that “You never 
quite know what or who to expect from 
the other teams,” noting that Canada is 
likely the team to beat in their pool, and 
that each team had their own processes 
for getting together and preparing for 
the tournament.

Kling sought out Sköld and other 
Swedes playing in the U.S. based on 
the level of hockey and proximity to 
the games.

“I wanted to get in touch with all 
the players already in the United States 
in the NCAA D1 and D3 system, I fig-
ured it would be easier to recruit play-
ers for Lake Placid who are already in 
the U.S.,” said Kling. “They are good 
players, and I looked at their numbers.”

“I was happy to get Tom committed 
right away, and he was excited to be a 
part of it and he was a name that some 
of the other players could reach out to,” 
said Kling.

“He’s a solid two way defensem-
an, and he has some offensive skills as 
well,” said Kling when asked for his 
evaluation of Sköld’s game. “Every-
thing looks good on film and on paper, 
but we haven’t had our full group to-

gether on the ice yet.  Tom has a good 
hockey IQ, and he will be a captain for 
us as he has experience playing defense 
on the smaller ice sheet in the U.S., and 
we are going to need his experience 
to help with the guys who are used to 
playing on the bigger Olympic sheets.”

What does Sköld think his best at-
tributes are on the ice?

“I would say stability. I’m a defen-
seman. I’m Swedish, so I like to skate 
and move the puck. I would say my 
idols would be Rob Blake and Ryan 
McDonagh, I’ve modeled my game 
after them. And a little bit of [Niklas] 
Lidstrom too, he’s Swedish so that’s 
kind of the guy you look at, right? 
I’ve really enjoyed watching Lidstrom 
growing up and then Ryan McDonagh 
later on when he played for Tampa Bay 
…  I like to be well rounded”

“He has been a solid guy in the 
lineup for us, he’s an offensive-type 
defenseman, we use him on the pow-
er play, and we’ll miss him while he’s 
there,” said Miele, noting that Sköld 
would miss four games for the Owls 
if Sweden makes it to the Gold medal 
game. “It’s a hard opportunity to pass 
up, and I know he’s excited to represent 
his country.”

Sweden will have all their players 
arrive by January 9, then spend two 
days on the ice as a team before the 
first game.   Kling said that some teams 
will have had more practice opportuni-
ties together, but that almost all would 
have players coming in last-minute 
from their various university teams de-
pending on team and academic sched-
ules.   He expressed concern with the 
seven-hour time differential for the 
players flying in from Sweden, but said 
they would all have at least a few days 
to adapt to the time change.

With the players coming from var-
ied backgrounds, Kling said that he ex-
pects the overall level of hockey “To be 
around the NCAA Division III level or 
better,” as players will come from the 
Canadian junior leagues, overseas uni-
versities, American NCAA Division I 
and Division III programs, as well as 
European minor professional leagues.

“This is the first time that it seems 
they have reached out for so many 
players from the Division III level that 
I can recall,” said Miele.   “I know in 
the past there have been some Division 
I players, but I am sure it is going to be 
a high level of hockey.”

This Week in Rec
Bryan Litz - Director

This is a somber TWIR I am 
writing.  One of the immense 
pleasures I take in working for 
the Wilbraham Parks & Recre-
ation Department, is the amount 
of great folks we get to work with 
daily.  

The negatives to having con-
tact with so many great people, 
is we attend too many funerals 
and wakes for friends that passed 
away.  The past several weeks has 
been one of those extremely tough stretches when we 
lost four Wilbraham residents that we had great rela-
tionships with.  Those four are Richard Heineman, 
David Miles, Barry Metayer and John Broderick.  

Richard Heineman coached football for us for 
several years. When he was done coaching football 
for WPRD, he moved right up the ranks to the MRHS 
football program and coached there for a long time.  
Rich was always willing to help out, always had a 
smile on his face, and was just a genuine nice guy.  
I loved when Rich would stop in the office to chat; 
it always brought a smile to all of our faces in the 
office. Most times he stopped by he could only chat 
for a bit since his father and dog were waiting in the 
truck.  

David Miles is probably best known around town 
as the Funny Hat Guy.  But in the WPRD world he 
was not only a photographer but an employee for 
the Department, he worked for years as a gym su-
pervisor.  Always very quick witted and had a joke 
at hand when stopping in the office.  His work ethic 
was tremendous, and always willing to do whatever 
his “bosses” as he would call us, needed him to do.  

Barry Metayer, many may know him from his 
years and years as the gym supervisor at Soule Road 
School.  Barry worked for us right up until 2019, and 
always loved the Saturday shift at Soule Road.  It 
was always a pleasure to talk with Barry, he had a 
great personality and a big smile.  It was like clock-
work that I never needed to worry about Saturday 
mornings at Soule, because Barry was there and 
could handle any situation. 

John Broderick I got to know well over the years 
he served on the CPA Committee.  John was always 
reaching out to gather further information on any 
CPA applications we had submitted.  What was great 
about John is that he was always very supportive of 
our office and the projects we undertook.  He always 
tried to see both sides of the debate.   We had many 
lengthy conversations, which I always appreciated as 
well as his time commitment and hard work to his 
volunteer roles.  

All four are missed deeply; WPRD appreciates 
all that you did for the Town of Wilbraham, rest in 
peace.

WSU skater to join Swedish national team

WORCESTER – This particular hol-
iday celebration has become New Year’s 
Evil for pro hockey here.

The Railers continued the city’s lack 
of success on New Year’s Eve Saturday 
night when they lost to the Maine Mar-
iners, 6-2. The Railers are 0-4 on Dec. 
31’s since they arrived in town. The 
Sharks and IceCats were only slightly 
better.

Bottom line? Worcester teams are 
3-12-1 on New Year’s Eve through the 
decades and have never won at the DCU 
Center.

The Mariners of December are play-
ing like the Railers of October and De-
cember and finished the month with a 
9-2-0 record, playing assertive hockey 
backed by solid goaltending. Saturday 
night they got goals from Mathew Santos, 
Cam Askew, Alex-Olivier Voyer, Patrick 
Shea, Reid Stefanson and Marc-Olivier 
Duquette.

Duquette’s was into an empty net.
Bobby Butler, who at 34 was the old-

est player on the ice for either team, was 
the best player on the ice for the Railers 
and had both their goals. He leads the 
team with 13.

Worcester has lost five in a row and 
allowed 26 goals in its last four defeats. 
The Railers are 2-10-0 in their last 12 
games.

Maine dominated the first period. The 
Mariners’ 18-8 edge in shots on goal was 
a fair barometer of how things went, but 
Butler’s late goal allowed the Railers to 
carry some momentum into the break.

Santos’ wrist shot from 35 feet gave 
Maine a 1-0 lead at 6:43, the goal coming 
just 10 seconds after the Mariners went 
on a power play. Askew made it 2-0 at 
14:22, beating Henrik Tikkanen from be-
tween the circles.

Butler scored at 19:55, snapping a 
wrist shot past Francois Brassard from 
the right dot with the teams skating 4 on 
4. He was set up by Trevor Cosgrove’s 
long pass from deep in the Worcester 
end.

Any Worcester momentum was short-
lived as Voyer made it 3-1 for Maine at 
1:53 of the second period. Butler scored 
again, this time from the left circle, at 
14:51 to bring the Railers to within a 
goal. Then the Mariners scored the kind 
of killer goal Worcester specialized in 
early in the season as Shea restored 
Maine’s two-goal lead by beating Tik-
kanen from 15 feet at 15:17.

Stefanson got another early Maine 
goal as he made it 5-2 at 3:34 of the third 
period the Duquette scored his first of the 
season at 14:10 after Railers coach Jor-
dan Smotherman pulled Tikkanen with 
Worcester going on a power play.

HARTFORD, CT  - The Springfield 
Thunderbirds (14-13-1-4) finished off the 
2022 portion of their calendar on a high 
note, defeating  the Hartford Wolf Pack 
(11-13-1-5) by a final of 2-1 in a shootout 
on Saturday inside the XL Center.

After finding themselves on the wrong 
side of 1-0 scores in each of their last six 
games, Springfield changed their fortunes 
on Saturday thanks to their red-hot top 
line. Jake Neighbours jumped on a loose 
puck in his defensive zone and immedi-
ately got his head up ice to spot Will Bit-
ten streaking to the offensive blue line. 
Bitten received the pass in stride and ca-
sually slipped a forehand shot underneath 
Louis Domingue's pads to make it 1-0 for 
the T-Birds at 11:19 of the opening frame.

Bitten nearly had another goal later in 
a shorthanded situation as he and Hugh 
McGing moved up in a 2-on-1. McGing's 
initial shot bounced off Domingue, and 
Bitten arrived to tuck it to the goal line, 
but the Hartford defense recovered in the 
nick of time to keep the score 1-0 after 
the first.

Hartford defenseman Matthew Robert-
son tied the game with a perfectly-placed 
wrist shot at 8:07 of the middle period to 
make it 1-1. The work of Domingue and 
T-Birds goaltender Joel Hofer took cen-
ter stage for the rest of the frame, as each 
man turned away 11 pucks in the period. 

Both goaltenders also had an edge to their 
games, as each man took roughing minor 
penalties after each of them got contacted 
by opponents.

The goalies continued to be at their 
best in the final 20 minutes, with Hofer 
rising to the occasion to stop eight pucks, 
while a less busy Domingue still kept the 
game deadlocked, 1-1, heading into over-
time.

Springfield carried remnants of a pow-
er play into the extra session, but the Wolf 
Pack penalty kill stiffened. Hofer and 
Domingue traded back-to-back superb 
saves, as Domingue denied Brady Lyle on 
a backdoor play, and at the other end sec-
onds later, Hofer turned the same trick on 
Tanner Fritz on the doorstep.

Fittingly, this goaltenders' duel need-
ed a shootout to determine a victor, and 
Hofer and Domingue held up their end 
of the deal through the first five shooters. 
Neighbours stepped up in the bottom of 
round three with a chance to win it, and 
the 20-year-old sank the Wolf Pack as he 
slipped a forehander through Domingue's 
legs for his third consecutive game-decid-
ing goal.

Springfield carries their three-game 
win streak into the month of January, 
which begins with another battle against 
the Islanders at 7:05 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 
6 inside the MassMutual Center.

T-Birds win OT thriller to finish 2022 Railers fall to Mariners
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Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library

The Library Loft
Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center • 1085 Park Street, Palmer

Book donations will be accepted at the Palmer Public
Library or the Library Loft during open hours.  

Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books.
We accept books only in good, clean condition.

For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100

We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons.

Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons.
Hours:

Tues. 10am - 4pm  •  Wed. 10am - 4pm
Thurs. 10am - 4pm  •  Fri. 10am-4pm  •  Sat. 10am-2pm

Hope to see you there

SENIORS

Do you find yourself getting more tired 
and sad at this time of year?  Do you dread 
when we turn the clocks back and it gets 
dark by 430 p.m.?  Do you lose energy 
when we get a string of cloudy/rainy days 
in a row?  Does this seem to happen every 
fall and then get better in spring as days 
get longer?  If so, you may be suffering 
from a type of depression called Seasonal 
Affective Disorder or SAD.  Symptoms 
include: feeling listless or down most of 
the day, every day; losing interest in activ-
ities, low energy/feeling sluggish, craving 
carbohydrates, overeating or weight gain, 
oversleeping and difficulty concentrating.  
If this seems to happen year after year, it 
is likely that you have SAD.

While we don’t know for sure what 
causes this, scientists believe it may be 
a disturbance in your body clock or cir-
cadian rhythm.  The lack of sunlight can 
disrupt this system.  A drop in serotonin, 
which is a brain chemical that affects 
mood can be caused by the shorter days 
as well.  

Women tend to be affected more than 
men and a family history of SAD or clini-
cal depression or having depression your-
self adds to your risk.  It seems to be more 
common in folks who live farther from the 
equator, such as we do.  This makes sense 
if you think about how little sunlight we 
see at this time of year.  A low level of 
Vitamin D is a risk factor, since Vitamin 
D helps boost serotonin levels.  If you 
suspect SAD, the first thing is a thorough 
physical exam to rule out other causes of 
your low mood.  This may also include 
lab work and a psychological evaluation.

There is no real way to prevent SAD, 
but there are many things you can do to 
manage your symptoms.  These include 
light therapy, psychotherapy and medica-
tions if needed.  Light therapy, also called 
phototherapy, uses a special light box that 
emits the same spectrum as natural sun-
light.  Most folks sit in front of the box 
for an hour or so at the beginning of the 
day.  It appears to cause a change in brain 
chemicals linked to mood.   If you choose 
to try a light box, be sure to speak with 
your health care provider first, especially 

if you have eye problems such as glauco-
ma or cataracts.  There are certain recom-
mendations on using them such how long, 
how far away to sit, what type of light 
it emits, etc. that should be reviewed as 
well.  They are not regulated by the FDA 
so it is important to have expert guidance 
before a purchase.   They are not often 
covered by insurance, so other changes 
should be tried first.   

Psychotherapy or talk therapy can 
help you learn healthy ways to cope with 
SAD, manage negative thoughts and anx-
iety/stress, as well as building healthy 
behaviors to improve your mood.  Some 
patients experience relief with antide-
pressants, though lifestyle changes and 
phototherapy seem to bring about the best 
results. 

There are things you can do on your 
own to manage SAD, even without a 
formal diagnosis.  Make your environ-
ment sunnier and brighter by bringing in 
as much natural light as possible; open 
blinds and curtains, keep trees and bush-
es trimmed near your house, and sit next 
to windows when you can.  Getting out-
side within 2 hours of getting up in the 
morning can be a huge help.  Even on a 
cold or cloudy day outdoor light can help.  
Exercise regularly to relieve stress and 
anxiety; exercise is often a prescription 
for all types of depression.  Try to stick 
to a sleep schedule and limit napping or 
oversleeping.  SAD can make you feel 
like hibernating, but increased sleep may 
worsen the fatigue you feel.  It is also 
important to socialize with others during 
this time; a short walk with a friend in the 
morning or at noon when temps are mild 
can give you a boost.  Even 15-30 minutes 
can be enough to reduce the sad feelings 
and lethargy.  You may not feel like going 
out, but the benefits are worth it.

If you have questions or comments, 
feel free to email the Senior Center Build-
ing Committee at seniorinfo2021@gmail.
com or leave a message at 596-2800 ext. 
315.

Diane Weston, RN 
Senior Center Building Committee

HAMPDEN – The senior center has 
announced the following programs. 

Beat the Winter Blues and join us for 
an  ISLAND VACATION LUAU LUN-
CHEON, noon, Wednesday, Jan. 25

Entertainment provided by Roger 
Tincknell and lunch prepared by Senior 
Center Staff. Enjoy Chicken Teriyaki, 
rice, dessert and more! Cost is $6 per 
person. Call 566-5588 to reserve your 
seat today. Sponsored in part by the 
Hampden Cultural Council.

 
JANUARY BREAKFAST, 9 a.m. on 

Wednesday, Jan. 18
Pancakes, Sausage, Fruit and Coffee/

Tea for $3 per person. Sign up at the 
front desk or call 566-5588 to reserve 
your seat.

Thanks to Hampden’s Ferrindino 
Maple, LLC for donating the maple syr-
up!   Stop by their self-serve roadside 
stand at 284 Glendale Road, Hampden

 
Grab and Go Dinner,  pickup from 

2-2:30 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 19
Enjoy spaghetti with a delicious 

homemade meat sauce, tossed salad, 
bread and dessert. $5 per person. Please 
call 566-5588 to sign up.

 
Join us for a delicious slice (or two!) 

of PIE on National Pie Day at 12:30 
p.m. on Monday, Jan. 23

Sign up to let us know you’re com-
ing. Enjoy pie and then stay for the mov-
ie (12:45 start time). Want Lunch too? 
Mac & Cheese at noon. Sign up today.

 
NEW CLASS!! Drumming & Move-

ment w/ Tara Murphy from 1-2 p.m. 
Monday afternoons 

Starting on Jan. 9 for six weeks.  First 
class FREE! Drums and sticks will be 
provided. Class size is limited, so sign 
up early.

$6.00 per class or $25 for all 5 class-
es pre-paid. Inspired by West African 
dance and drumming, this activity is 
therapeutic and a great outlet for cre-
ative expression. First, instructor Tara 
Murphy leads simple, rhythmic chair 
dance movements to African music for 
the first 30 minutes of class. Then the 
class will play African drums, dun duns, 
with sticks.

 
WARMING HEARTS PROGRAM 

for Homebound Older Adults in Hamp-
den

Do you know an older adult in 
Hampden who is homebound and could 
use some mid-winter cheer?  Please call 
566-5588 and let us know. Our warming 
hearts

deliveries are a small way for us to 
let people know we are thinking of them 
and that we are here should they need 
anything. Gift bags will include soups, 
treats, games and more. Deliveries will 
take place during the month of February.  
Interested in delivering? Call Wendy at 
566-5588

 
FREE Technology Help Sessions 

Are Back!  NEW DAY  The Wilbraham 
& Monson Academy Service Team will 
be here from 3:30-4:30 p.m. on  Tues-
days, Jan.  10, 17, 24 & 31. They will as-
sist you with all your technology ques-
tions. Students will meet with you one 
on one.  Bring your phone, iPad, tablet, 
or laptop computer and your questions! 
Please call 566-5588 to sign up.

 
Come out of the cold on at 12:30 

p.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 31 for our Read-
er’s Gathering “Between the Lines”

Join us to share your   “Warm & 
Cozy” favorites! Warm beverages will 
be provided!  Call to sign up!

Your hometown community 
newspaper since 2002 with 

your local news!

■  Schools
■  Businesses
■  Town Hall News
■  Sports
■  Health
■  Seniors

We welcome your submissions of news, photos and 
story ideas of events in Wilbraham & Hampden!

413-283-8393   ■   24 Water Street, Palmer, MA
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Committee
resolved 
against
racism

By Dalton Zbierski

Staff Writer

WILBRAHAM – A swirl 

of controversy has followed the 

Hampden-Wilbraham Region-

al School Committee’s June 30 

decision to adopt an anti-racism 

resolution from the Massachu-

setts Association of School Com-

mittees. 
The action resulted in a flood 

of spirited community input both 

in support and opposed to the 

action, and the development was 

further discussed during commit-

tee’s July 14 meeting.

In the one-page resolution, 

the district pledges that staff will 

undergo “annual professional 

development on diversity, equity 

and inclusiveness.” It also reas-

sures the public that the district 

will recruit a “diverse and cultur-

ally responsive teaching work-

force.” 
Furthermore, the district will 

undergo a review its policies to 

eliminate “institutional and sys-

tematic racialized practices” and 

incorporate into its curriculum 

the “history of racial oppression 

and works by black authors.” 

The district also states that its 

“leaders can no longer remain si-

lent to the issues of racism and 

hate,” and that it “must guarantee 

that racist practices are eradicat-

ed.” The resolution’s final point 

has stirred the most debate; it 

reads as follows. 

“We must ensure our own 

school culture and that of every 

district in the Commonwealth is 

anti-racist, that acknowledges 

that all lives cannot matter until 

black lives matter.”

Following the resolution’s re-

lease, the district has been flood-

ed with a string of phone calls 

The summer heat made its presence known on Monday, reaching 97 degrees Fahrenheit shortly after 2 p.m., as indicated by the Polish 

National Credit Union branch on Boston Road in Wilbraham. With heat indexes predicted to top 100 degrees, residents throughout the 

Pioneer Valley were advised to stay out of the heat if possible. TIMES STAFF PHOTO BY TYLER S. WITKOP

Mercury
rising…

First come, first served 
at Evangel Assembly 
Aug. 1

By Tyler S. Witkop

Staff Writer

WILBRAHAM – As the heat 

of the summer intensifies across 

the Pioneer Valley, so too does 

the spirit of service at Evangel 

Assembly of God.

Having already offered hun-

dreds of free meals to various 

community organizations local-

ly, serving those in greatest need 

during the novel coronavirus 

pandemic, the church is now di-

recting its attention to its home 

community, in a special, first-

come, first-served manner.

This Saturday, Aug. 1, all 

are invited to the church locat-

ed at 348 Stony Hill Road for a 

drive-thru meal delivery that be-

gins at 9 a.m.
“This is all leftover food from 

our delivery from Convoy of 

Hope,” Lori Canaday, outreach 

and children’s pastor, said. “You 

don’t have to get out of your car, 

just open up the back seat and 

our volunteers will load your ve-

hicle for you.”

In June, Evangel Assem-

bly received 21 pallets worth 

of goods from the faith-based, 

humanitarian organization Con-

voy of Hope, turning a large 

portion of the church building 

into a warehouse. Among the 

goods included in the delivery 

were large bags of flour, sports 

drinks, snack foods like crack-

ers and chips, breakfast cereal, 

protein bars, cooking oil, ketch-

up, bleach and toilet paper. Vol-

unteers of all ages have assisted 

breaking down cases and sorting 

the products into brown paper 

Bags packed by volunteers at Evangel Assembly of God in Wilbrhaam 

contain various food items, including snacks. All in need of extra 

food are invited to the church this Saturday, Aug. 1 for a drive-thru 

delivery. TIMES FILE PHOTO

Church offers drive-thru meal service

By Tyler S. Witkop

Staff Writer

HAMPDEN – A new per-

spective will join the Hamp-

den-Wilbraham Regional 

School Committee as officials 

made their selection to fill the 

vacant seat left by the resigna-

tion of Heather Zanetti.

Selectmen, joined by Hamp-

den’s sole remaining represen-

tative on the seven-member 

committee, Maura Ryan, unan-

imously appointed Michal Bou-

dreau to the position Monday, 

July 27. Boudreau’s appoint-

ment runs until the next town 

election in May 2021.

Boudreau, who is a parent of 

school-aged children, said she 

has been active in various roles 

at Green Meadows Elemen-

tary School and in the Hamp-

den PTO and was interested 

in bringing her perspective to 

the policy- and budget-setting 

board.
“I offer a different perspec-

tive,” Boudreau told the select-

men, noting that through her 

involvement at the school level 

she’s been aware of various is-

sues facing the district.

“You get to be a king-mak-

er,” Selectmen Chairman Don-

ald Davenport said, noting each 

of the officer positions of the 

School Committee – chair, vice 

chair and secretary – were tied 

3-3 during the committee’s reor-

ganization vote July 14. “I don’t 

want to tell you how to vote.”

As The Times went to 

press, the School Committee 

was scheduled to meet July 28. 

During its July 14 meeting, the 

committee elected to revisit the 

votes once Hampden’s new rep-

resentative was appointed.

While the selectmen, Ryan 

and Boudreau met in-person, 

the meeting was broadcast live 

to the community via Zoom vid-

eo conferencing software. No 

other School Committee mem-

ber was present for the meeting.

“I did have a nice conver-

sation with Michal about what 

she could expect,” Ryan told the 

selectmen. “I think she’s an ex-

cellent candidate … she wants 

to learn the School Committee 

side.”
“Thank you for stepping up,” 

Selectman John D. Flynn said. 

“This is something the Board 

has been looking for,” he added, 

noting that younger participa-

tion on elected and appointed 

boards and committees has been 

an issue selectmen have tried 

addressing for several years.

 Zanetti was in the final year 

of her three-year term when she 

resigned June 30, prior to that 

evening’s School Committee 

meeting, stating in her letter that 

the committee has been focused 

on issues that stray from the 

goal of providing quality educa-

tion. In accordance with the re-

Michal Boudreau joins School Committee

Please see RACISM, page 7

Please see BOUDREAU, page 7

Please see MEALS, page 6

Hampden Senior Center announces 
upcoming programming

Our advertisers make this
publication possible.
Let them know you saw 

their ad in the

Wilbraham-Hampden Times

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $180.00
Seasoned cut & split $270.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF 
WANTED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, 
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, Glassware, Silver-plated 
items, watches, Musical instruments, 
typewriters, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitch-
enware, cookware, knives, military, 
automotive, fire department, mason-
ic,license plates, railroad, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, fishing, 
signs, and much more Donald Roy 
(860)874-8396

1*******A CALL WE HAUL
WE TAKE IT ALL
WE LOAD IT ALL

Lowest Rates,
accumulations, junk, estates,
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services.

10% disc. with this ad off services.
Dumpster Rentals available for rent.

All Major CC’s
CALL NOW (413)531-1936

acallwehaul@gmail.com

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

CHILD SERVICES
*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver-
tising caring of children must list a li-
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home.

ELECTRICIAN
DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve-
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT-
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569-
3733

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222
“New Season”
“New Projects”

Call LINC’S
For Your Connection
(413)668-5299

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE - Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

ENGLISH SPRINGER SPANIEL 
Liver & white male 10 weeks old, vet 
checked, first vaccination $1,500.00 
(413)596-8190

FIRE CHIEF The Town of Blandford 
is seeking candidates to fill a part-time 
Fire Chief position who will oversee 
the operation of the all-volunteer de-
partment, pursuant to Massachusetts 
General Laws, Chapter 48, Section 
42. Candidates must have three to 
five years’ experience, with minimum 
of two years in supervisory position, 
in fire/EMS service. The compensa-
tion for this 19.5-hour-a-week position 
is $23.00-25.00 an hour. A full job 
description with submission of ap-
plication guidelines can be found at 
www.townofblandford.com/job-open-
ings/. Closing date for all applications 
is Thursday, January 12, 2023, by 
3:00pm. EEO/AAE

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATE

AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

TA
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 M
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TIN

G
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CA
L R

ES
UL

TS

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com
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LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provisions 

of MA Gen. Laws, Chap. 
255, Sec. 39A, the following 
vehicles will be sold at public 
auction for towing and stor-
age charges due: HYUNDAI 
VIN:KM8SC13D44U844492 
Luis Santiago 162 Gresham 
St. Springfield, MA; FORD 
VIN:1FTPW14514KD01685 
Shane Maraglia 16 Maple 
Ave., Ware, MA; NISSAN 
VIN:JN8AZ08W33W219897 
Keisha Cornelio PO Box 855 
B o n d s v i l l e ,  M A ; 
C H E V R O L E T  V I N : : 
K L 7 C J P S B 2 G B 5 9 2 4 0 3 
Katie Dwight 11 Pascal 
Dr. Springfield, MA. This 
auction is to take place on 
January 6, 2023 10:00 A.M. 
at LaBontes & Son LLC, 241 
W i l b r a h a m  S t . , 
P a l m e r ,  M A  0 1 0 6 9 . 
1 2 / 2 2 ,  1 2 / 2 9 / 2 0 2 2 , 
01/05/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD21P2409GD

In the matter of: 
Michael Towle

Of: Wilbraham, MA
RESPONDENT

Alleged Incapacitated 
Person 

CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION 

FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
GUARDIAN FOR 
INCAPACITATED

PERSON PURSUANT TO 
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304

To the named Respond ent 
and all other interested per-
sons, a petition has been filed 
by Dept of Developmental 
Services  of Springfield, MA 
in the above captioned matter 
alleging that Michael Towle  
is in need of a Guardian 
and requesting that Erica O 

Greene  of Springfield, MA 
(or some other suitable per-
son) be appointed as Guardian 
to serve Without Surety on 
the bond.

The petition asks the 
court to determine that the 
Respondent is incapacitat-
ed, that the appointment of 
a Guardian is necessary, and 
that the proposed Guardian is 
appropriate. The petition is on 
file with this court and may 
contain a request for certain 
specific authority.

You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance at this court 
on or before 10:00 a.m. on the 
return date of 01/24/2023. 

This day is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline date 
by which you have to file the 
written appearance if you 
object to the petition. If you 
fail to file the written appear-
ance by the return date, action 
may be taken in this matter 
without further notice to you. 

In addition to filing the writ-
ten appearance, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
affidavit stating the specif-
ic facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days after 
the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 

proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s right 
to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial 
affairs or both. The above-
named person has the right 
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request on 
behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be appointed 
at State expense.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: December 27, 2022

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

1/05/2023

PUBLIC HEARING: 
LIQUOR LICENSE

Notice is hereby given that 
the Hampden Board of 
Selectmen will hold a hear-
ing under Massachusetts 
General Laws, Chapter 138, 
Section 12 on Monday, 
January 9, 2023 at 6:30 
pm at the Town House, 625 
Main Street, Hampden, MA 
to hear public comment on 
an application for a Wine 
and Malt Beverages license 
for a grocery store previous-
ly doing business as Village 
Food Mart ,  43 Somers 
Road, Hampden.  Premises 
described as consisting of 
70 x 100 SF Building, Two 
Front Entrances, Two Rear 
Exits, One Cellar, L-Shaped. 
Persons wishing to comment 
on the referenced application 
will be heard.

Hampden 
Board of Selectmen

Local Licensing Authority
12/29, 1/05/2023

PUBLIC NOTICES

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

 AMHERST- New research published in 
the journal ecology conclusively shows that 
certain physical traits of flowers affect the 
health of bumble bees by modulating the 
transmission of a harmful pathogen called 
Crithidia bomb, according to the University 
of Massachusetts Amherst.

In particular, the research, conducted by 
scientists at the UMass Amherst, shows that 
the length of a flower’s corolla, or the flow-
er’s petals, affects how this pathogen gets 
transferred between bees because shorter 
corollas mean that fewer bee feces wind up 
inside the flower itself and in the path of the 
bees in search of nectar.

Scientists have recently sounded the 
alarm over the “insect apocalypse,” or mas-
sive die-off of the world’s bugs. By some 
estimates, the past 50 years have seen a 
75% decline in the world’s insect life. 

Among the many ecological implica-
tions of this apocalypse is the collapse of 
pollinator species, some of which scientists 
estimate have died back by 90% in the US 
during the last 20 years.

Though there are many reasons for the 
apocalypse, including habitat loss, pesticide 
use and more, one cause is the devastation 
wrought by pathogens. For bumble bees, a 
parasite called Crithidia bombi, often trans-
mitted by bee poop, has been a widely prev-
alent scourge.

One widespread and popular attempt to 
save the bees has been to plant pollinator 
gardens.

“But what plants ought we to be plant-
ing?” Jenny Van Wyk, a postdoctoral re-
searcher in biology at the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst and the paper’s 
lead author, asked. “We are trying to gather 
information on how floral traits impact pol-
linator health, so that we can think beyond 
species-specific information. That way, we 
may be able to generalize across species 
that have similar traits and so help to guide 
planting decisions.”

In particular, flowers with shorter petals 
may transmit fewer pathogens than flowers 
of the same species with longer petals.

This is because, in their search for nec-
tar, bees crawl deep into flowers. When the 
petals are long, a bee might wiggle its entire 
body inside. When that bee defecates, its fe-
ces remain inside the flower, and the next 
bee to come through in search of nectar 
and pollen will wind up smeared in another 
bee’s poop. If that poop happened to con-
tain C. bombi, then the second bee would 
be at high risk for infection.

But in shorter-petalled flowers, “bees’ 
butts hang out,” said Van Wyk, and their fe-
ces fall harmlessly to the ground.

To reach this conclusion, Van Wyk and 
her colleagues recruited an army of UMass 

Amherst undergrads and grad students to 
plant patches of native wildflowers, which 
were enclosed in tents. Bumble bees were 
turned loose in these tents. Half of the bees 
were healthy, and Van Wyk and her col-
leagues painted them blue, for easy identifi-
cation. The other half were inoculated with 
C. bombi.

The team then altered the physical traits 
of the flowers in each tent to test which trait 
had the most impact upon bee health. 

To test corolla length, Van Wyk and her 
team used tiny scissors to trim over 105,000 
flowers. To test whether or not the orienta-
tion of flowers on the plant had an effect, 
the researchers arranged some flowers in a 
cross-like pattern, and others in a more lin-
ear shape.

They also tested whether or not the 
amount and distribution of nectar played 
a role in bee health. The team did this by 
inserting a tiny nectar-filled pipette into 
more than 6,500 flowers, squirting more of 
the sweet substance, to see if the amount of 
nectar-per-flower played a role, and they 
spritzed entire groups of plants with sug-
ar water to test whether the distribution of 
nectar affected bee health. Finally, the team 
tested tightly bunched plantings of flower-
ing plants against those more spread out.

To track which bees’ poop landed 
where, Van Wyk and her colleagues fed the 
bees florescent paint. Using a black light, 
they located the glowing poop to under-
stand where the pathogen was deposited.

After all of this, the team found that 
pathogen transmission was reduced when 
the corolla lips were trimmed, when nectar 
was distributed evenly within a group of 
flowers or when the flowers were planted 
more widely apart. Flowers with trimmed 
corollas saw more larval production, as did 
plant patches where nectar was more evenly 
distributed.

“This work is really exciting and novel,” 
Lynn Adler, professor of biology at UMass 
Amherst and the paper’s senior author, said, 
“because there’s only a handful of studies 
that have compared how flowers from dif-
ferent species can transmit bee diseases-and 
only a single study, published more than 25 
years ago, that manipulated a floral trait to 
establish its causal role in disease spread. 
Our work demonstrates that a wide range of 
traits may be important.”

“The number one question I get when I 
give public talks,” Van Wyk said, “is ‘what 
should I plant for bees?’ Our research opens 
the door to further efforts to understand 
how specific physical flower characteristics 
support bee health, which can inform man-
agement practices.”

This research was supported by the Na-
tional Institute of Health.

Want to save the bees? Pay
attention to pathogens and flowers

AMHERST - When it comes to pre-
venting tick bites, especially in light of 
the dramatic, decade-long rise in tick-
borne diseases - bug sprays help but are 
less than optimal, according the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts Amherst.

For example, DEET was designed 
to keep quick-moving mosquitoes from 
landing on their host, where they bite 
and fly off in seconds. Ticks, on the oth-
er hand, don’t fly but rather ambush and 
then climb slowly up their host until 
they embed, feed and may remain for 
days.

“Unfortunately most repellants were 
developed for mosquitoes 75-plus years 
ago and not for ticks,” vector-borne dis-
ease expert Stephen Rich, professor of 
microbiology at UMass Amherst and 
executive director of the UMass Am-
herst-based New England Center of Ex-
cellence in Vector-Borne Diseases said. 
“DEET, the gold standard, works fairly 
well, but a holy grail would be to have 
another repellency tool - not a contact 
repellent like DEET but a spatial repel-
lent - that works as good as or better 
than DEET against ticks.”

Experiments at Rich’s Laborato-
ry of Medical Zoology used a new 
controlled-release device developed 
by scientist-entrepreneur Noel Elman 
with funding from the Department of 
Defense’s medical research programs. 
Rich and colleagues tested the effects 
on ticks after releasing the synthetic 
pyrethroids transfluthrin and metoflu-
thrin into a small, transparent chamber 
equipped with three vertical climbing 
sticks. 

Ticks don’t come in direct contact 
with the repellents but rather the ac-
tive ingredients create more of a “force 
field” that alters and slows the ticks’ 
progress toward their target.

The results, published today, Nov. 8, 
in the journal PLOS ONE, found that 
the two spatial repellents were effective 
at changing the behavior of ticks, mak-
ing them less likely to climb vertically 
and more likely to detach or fall off the 
stick.

“While we still have much work to 
do, these innovative findings prove the 
principle that these spatial repellents 
alter the behavior in ticks in a way we 
hope will lead to fewer tick bites,” Rich, 
a senior author, said.

The paper’s lead author, Eric Siegel, 
helped design the vision system that 
precisely tracked tick movement in the 

experiment chamber. 
“People throw the word ‘repellency’ 

around a lot, and we made it a goal to 
redefine repellency in tick protection 
and find ways to measure it,” Siegel 
said. “There’s so much we still don’t 
know about tick olfactory [smell] and 
gustatory [taste] mechanisms, and this 
was the biggest challenge in these ex-
periments, as is the case overall in the 
development of protective products.”

The compounds were tested against 
the three main human-biting ticks in 
the U.S.: I. scapularis (black-legged 
or deer tick), which can spread Lyme 
disease and anaplasmosis, among other 
diseases; D. variabilis (American dog 
tick), which can transmit Rocky Moun-
tain spotted fever and tularemia; and A. 
americanum (lone star tick), which can 
spread ehrlichiosis and has been associ-
ated with an allergy to red meat.

The experiments found that trans-
fluthrin deterred 75% of D. variabilis, 
67% of A. Americanum and 50% of I. 
scapularis. Metofluthrin was slightly 
more effective, deterring 81% of D. 
variabilis, 73% of A. americanum and 
72% of I. scapularis.

“We were impressed with not 
just the repellency but the behavior-
al changes in the tick,” says co-author 
Elman, founder and CEO of GearJump 
Technologies, who received the DoD 
funding to design a controlled-release 
device that can attach to the boot of sol-
diers. 

 Many of the ticks in the experiments 
became slower moving, less mobile and 
appeared to be in a “drunken-like state,” 
according to the paper.

Elman approached Rich a few years 
ago to design and run experiments us-
ing the device with various repellents. 
A next step is to conduct experiments 
with actual animal hosts.

“Repellents probably won’t stop 
ticks from getting on us,” Rich said. 
“We hope the repellents will help keep 
them from staying on us, and that’s 
where the battle lines really should be 
drawn.”

The researchers can envision a day 
when such devices will be commercial-
ly available to the general population.

Until then, the research will contin-
ue. “We still mostly don’t know how the 
chemicals we use work,” Siegel said. 
“When we do, we can develop and re-
fine these measures in a more targeted 
way.” 

Ticked off: New device may offer 
a better way to prevent tick bites
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READERS! 
Send in your pet picture for our “Pet of the Month” and receive 
a free weekend get-away or spa package for your pet courtesy of 
Porter Road Pet Care. Email your photos to:  jwalker@turley.com. 
Please include your name and your pet’s name.

PET PAGEPET PAGE
PET OF THE MONTH

Now Accepting New Enrollments for 
the Young Adult Obedience Classes!

• Private training in your home or my Wilbraham facility
• Intro to your puppy or new rescue training 
• Small group 

classes

• Basic obedience, 
life and

 manners training
• Environmental  

training

•
2400 Boston Road 

Wilbraham 
413-246-0859

AKC Certified

•

• Day Care 
• Boarding                         
 Web Cams  
 Heated Floors
 Large Indoor/
 Outdoor 
 Accommodations
 Playtime Available- 
 fenced in 1/4 acre lot

• SPA Services 
   Available
 Bathing
 Haircuts
 Maincures

141 Porter Road
East Longmeadow MA

413-525-3532

Po
rt

er 
Road Pet Care

Boarding . Day Care .
 Gr

oo

mi
ng

 

Porter Road Pet Care

www.porterroadpetcare.com

Save $5
on Daycare, 
Grooming 

or Boarding 
Services

Limit 1 coupon per pet.
Expires 1.31.23.

Wilbraham Animal Hospital
2424 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

413.596.8395
wilbrahamanimalhospital.com

East Springfield Veterinary Hospital
525 Page Blvd., Springfield, MA
413.739.6389 • esvhospital.com
(Less than 1 mile from Rt. 291)

Open Nights & Weekends

WILBRAHAM
Animal Hospital

Andrew R. Hersman, DVM
Lynn Dgetluck, DVM 

William D. Anderson, DVM
Hannah Belcher-Timme, DVM

Denise Chiminiello, DVM
Leah Guidry, DVM
Ben Shryock, DVM

Meet Riley!Meet Riley!

DID YOU GET A NEW 
PET FOR CHRISTMAS?

Now that you have a new friend, it’s best 
to be prepared to prevent confusion and 

stress for both you and your pet.
Establish the rules. Decide who’s responsible 
for what: grooming, feeding, exercising, 
cleaning and play-time. Also establish all 
areas that are “off limits” for your new pet. For 
example, you may not want your pet to sleep 
on the bed.

Have all the necessary supplies ready. 
Examples are food, bowls, leash or harness, 
collar, brush, and so on.

Safety. Make sure everyone knows how to 
safely handle your pet.

Pet-proof your home. Lock away household 
chemicals such as cleansers, insecticide, 
antifreeze and others. Be sure to clean up spills 
immediately. Many houseplants are poisonous, 
so keep them out of reach.

Tie electrical cords out of the way, if you 
can. Dogs and cats can chew on electrical 
cords - or even catch them while walking (or 
running!), causing lamps, TVs and 

radios to fall.

Keep doors closed - this includes the doors 
to your washer and dryer, your closets, the 
cupboards... inquisitive little animals can sneak 
in just about anywhere!

For more information on animal safety, 
please visit  

www.aspca.org

He loves being on 
the porch with his 
brothers and his 
humans. He also 
loves his catnip. It 
helps him get his 
crazy on! He lives in 
Wilbraham with his 
family, the Mathisens.

Got Your Attention?
Advertise on the 
Pet Page and
give your 
business the 
exposure
it needs to 
succeed.

Call
Jocelyn
Walker at 
413-283-8393
or email:
jwalker@
turley.com

SPRINGFIELD – Sever-
al Wilbraham residents were 
among more than 100 Western 
New England University stu-
dents who presented their Prod-
uct Development and Innovation 
projects at the Product Innova-
tion Showcase held in Rivers 
Memorial Hall on December 8th 
on the University campus.

The following students from 
Wilbraham presented: 

Kate Caron is working to-
ward a BSBA in Marketing 
Communication/Advertising. 
Caron’s project is entitled Clip-
Sheet.  ClipSheet revolutionizes 
the way sheets are put onto the 
bed while keeping them in place. 
Through a quiet, motorized sys-
tem: clip the sheets onto the de-
vice, press the start button on the 
remote, and watch as the sheets 
automatically pull into place.

Michael Semanie is working 
toward a BSBA in Management 
& Leadership. Semanie’s proj-
ect is entitled IV Brush Vac. IV 
Brush Vac assists car detailers by 
helping them to simultaneously 
brush and vacuum car interi-
ors for a time efficient and high 
quality clean.

William Dion is working 
toward a BSBA in Business 
Analytics & Information Man-
agement. Dion’s project is enti-
tled  Knife Handler.  Knife Han-
dler is an all-in-one solution for 
kitchen cutting needs, including 
knives, a cutting surface, and 
even blade sharpening accesso-
ries. By utilizing a single handle 
for a multitude of blades, Knife 
Handler keeps a compact pro-
file, designed to maximize fea-
tures and minimize space.  The 
team was able to raise over $7 

million GBD during the show-
case and were one of three teams 
that were selected as a favorite 
by participants. They were also 
chosen by the course professor 
as the best elevator pitch.

Jarrett Ruggiero is working 
toward a BSBA in Sport Man-
agement. Ruggiero’s project 
is entitled  Skate Brake.  Skate 
Brake uses an innovative braking 
system to control speed when 
riding on a skateboard. Always 
count on Skate Brake to safely 
stop and never stop the fun.

Kyle Cunningham is work-
ing toward a BSBA in Finance. 
His project is entitled  Survival 
Jacket+.  Survival Jacket+ is a 
next generation jacket made to 
withstand harsh conditions in 
outdoor activities incorporating 
optional floatation and insula-
tion, waterproof material, and 

added storage for tools, phones, 
food, and other essentials.

Julia Nemphos is working 
toward a BSE in Mechanical 
Engineering. Nemphos’s project 
is entitled Survival Jacket+. Sur-
vival Jacket+ is a next generation 
jacket made to withstand harsh 
conditions in outdoor activities 
incorporating optional floatation 
and insulation, waterproof mate-
rial, and added storage for tools, 
phones, food, and other essen-
tials.

The Product Innovation 
Showcase is the culmination 
of a co-curricular course where 
entrepreneurial teams of Engi-
neering and Business students 
collaborate for an entire semes-
ter to turn new product ideas 
into marketable products. Engi-
neering students develop a func-
tional prototype while Business 

students develop the preliminary 
marketing strategy and business 
plan for the product. A few of 
the product concepts will be 
submitted for patents and have 
the potential to get commercial-
ized. The event format is a com-
petition where VIP investors are 
given $1 million GBD (Golden 
Bear Dollars) - Western New 
England University currency - 
to invest in the product innova-
tions that demonstrated the most 
commercial viability. Investors 
were encouraged to consider the 
following factors; the quality of 
the prototype, the product’s use-
fulness and benefits, the target 
market strategy, an explanation 
of the financial questions for 
production costs and revenue 
projections, and the profession-
alism of team members at the 
Showcase.

Wilbraham residents present new product designs at the WNEU 8th 
annual Product Innovation Showcase


