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Staff Writer
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WILBRAHAM - Wilbraham 
Middle School supported chil-
dren in need this holiday season 
during their 12th Annual Paja-
ma Drive.

The school, with support 

from the Scantic Valley YMCA 
and the Hampden County Sher-
iff’s Department, collected 263 
pairs of pajamas for distribution 
to children in the Springfield 
Housing Authority.

In partnership with Scholas-
tic, each child also received a 
book.

Paraprofessional Lisa Mc-

Diarmid explained school staff 
also lent their support and over 
4,000 pairs of pajamas have 
been collected since the drive’s 
inception, crediting sixth grade 
English Language Arts teacher 
Stacy Dwyer for spearheading 
it.

McDiarmid said the school 
also utilizes its website, morn-

ing meetings during homeroom 
and a morning show broadcast 
online to encourage donations.

“We explain, you know, 
what we would like and the siz-
es, and it’s all for children. Then 
Scholastic partners with them, 
and the children get the pajamas 

Food drive to 
benefit the 
Community
Survival 
Center

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

WILBRAHAM – The season 
of giving never ends at Margolis 
Orthodontics; days after its holi-
day coat drive ended, a January 
food drive has begun. 

All nonperishable food items 
collected at the practice at 3 
Crane Park Drive will benefit 
the Community Survival Center 
in Indian Orchard, a nonprofit 
agency that has helped provide 
families with food, clothing and 
household items for 37 years.

Dr. Michael Margolis said his 
business is informally partnered 
with the survival center because 
it is a great organization that is 
easy to work with, is close by 
and meets a significant need in 
the community. He explained 
why proximity matters. 

“When I was a kid, my par-
ents used to say, ‘Finish your 
food because there’s children 
starving in India,’ but what peo-
ple don’t realize is there’s people 
hungry right in our backyard here 
so what we’re trying to do is help 
out in some way,” Margolis said. 

Margolis noted that his prac-
tice sees anywhere from 40 to 60 
patients each day. He said many 
people want to help but don’t 
necessarily have a mechanism to 
do it, so the food and coat drives 
make a difference. 

“So, this is giving all our pa-
tients a way to help out, and I’ve 
always wanted to give back to 
the community I’m in. This is 
really our community, the great-
er Springfield area, so we’re just 

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers
From the left, Wilbraham Middle School students Demetrius Holmes, Maylin Severino and Neil Johnson with Julie Ann LeClair, reading 
interventionist and student services, with some of the donations for last December’s Pajama Drive at Wilbraham Middle School.

Wilbraham Middle School Pajama 
Drive helps children in need

Games occur Tuesdays 
at the senior center

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Visitors to 
the senior center can partake in a 
game or two or more of Pinochle 
and make friends every Tuesday 
afternoon at 1:30 p.m.

Pinochle, a melding and 
trick-taking card game, is played 
with 48 cards ranked as Aces, 
10s, Kings, Queens, Jacks and 
9s, comprising two teams with 
two people. To win, players need 
to take bids during each hand of 
eight or nine points, reaching 

121 points total.
JoAnn Mack, an avid player, 

serves as the instructor, explain-
ing Pinochle came to Wilbraham 
when her father was in the area. 
He taught her and her siblings 
how to play when she was grow-
ing up, with cousins and her own 
children later taking part.

“He was at assisted living; 
they didn’t play Pinochle there. 
So, I called the senior center and 
said, ‘Can we start playing?’ and 
that’s how it started,” Mack said. 
“Then my father moved down to 
Florida, and I kept playing. So, 
I’ve been here five years-ish here 
at least now.”

Mack said, “It’s a cool 
game,” and she enjoys teaching 
and playing with people at the 
senior center. She called them “a 

fun group.”
“It’s a low-key game. There 

is some thought to it, you know, 
to playing. But to me, anybody 
can learn how to play it. It’s not 
as intense as Bridge, to me,” 
Mack said.

Additionally, the game uti-
lizes specific skills and fosters 
socialization.

“It’s good because we talk 
about all different things,” Mack 
said. “It is good with memory. It 
is good with counting.”

Barbara Boucher, a new play-
er, loves coming every week and 
had high praise for the senior 
center.

“We’ve made really nice 
friends here. Really nice,” 

Pinochle provides space for socialization, friendships

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers
Seniors playing a round of pinochle at Wilbraham Senior Center.

Please see PAJAMAS, page 7 Please see FOOD DRIVE, page 15

Please see PINOCHLE, page 10
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SPRINGFIELD – Sometimes the 
best advocates for educational programs 
are the students themselves. This was 
the case late last October when 10 Min-
nechaug Regional High School students 
from Grades 10, 11, and 12 shared their 
insights about the relevance of learning a 
second language at the 54th Annual MA-
FLA Conference at the Sheraton Monarch 
Hotel in Springfield.  

The conference session entitled, 
“When Students Become Our Teachers,” 
allowed MRHS students to take center 
stage by participating in a panel discus-
sion moderated by two MAFLA Board 
of Directors members. The purpose of 
the session sought student input on what 
motivates them to learn world languages, 
how they learn languages best, and what 
they hope to experience in and gain from 
their classroom world language learning 
experiences.  

Students highlighted the importance 
of several routines and activities that they 
believe help them to develop and improve 
their second language proficiency. They 
highlighted classroom experiences such 
as daily partner conversations, access to 
a digital library, thematic units centered 
around cultural themes and the experi-
ences of learning about the world, current 
global topics and world cultures through 
their second language. Project-based 
learning was mentioned as a way to dive 
deeply into topics such as ecotourism and 
art, which helped students learn the per-
spectives of individuals and communities 
from other cultures. 

According to senior McKenzie Mur-
ray, these types of projects and research 
are “when you learn the most”.  

Several students mentioned that their 
world language classes help them build 
a sense of community by always having 
partners to talk to and practice the sec-
ond language. They appreciate the profi-
ciency-based model of teaching because 
it allows them to practice and receive 
feedback from other students and their 
teacher without the focus on getting every 
form correct but being successful while 
communicating ideas. This community 
theme was further developed when senior 

Makayla Acevedo mentioned how her 
study of Spanish in school allows her to 
more fully interact with her native Span-
ish-speaking relatives crediting the daily 
unrehearsed peer to peer speaking prac-
tice in class.

Frequent writing and speaking prac-
tice were noted by sophomores Laila Hos-
nander and Connor Seymour as the key to 
their second language development. 

According to Connor, his writing im-
proved by the ability to add details and 
describe more fully by using a variety of 
sentence types. 

Laila noted that when her teacher 
asked the class to compare their very first 
writing assignment with their last written 
assignment, it made a strong visual impact 
by showing the growth she demonstrated 
over the course of the 20-week semester.  

Also mentioned by the students were 
the life benefits they believed are made 
available to them through world language 
classes.  Senior Ainsley Sheehan said 
that general cognitive growth and brain 
development is a benefit of learning an-
other language while sophomore Chris-
tian Lowe noted that his proficiency in 
English, his first language, has improved 
through the study of Spanish. 

Senior Aby Haile noted that through 
the study of Spanish she has been able 
to understand the perspectives of others 
which is greatly needed in her future field 
of study of journalism to help “eliminate 
biases and misperceptions since language 
barriers can cause misinterpretations.”  

When asked for their recommenda-
tions for the language teaching profes-
sion and schools in general, several stu-
dents noted that an earlier start to world 
language study beginning in elementary 
school is necessary. Junior Sadie Blair 
noted that, before she was a high school 
student at MRHS, she was enrolled in a 
school that taught Spanish since the early 
grades which “increased her interest and 
familiarity with Spanish”.  

Seniors Mia Fraga and Ainsley Shee-
han both noted that their cousins in Portu-
gal and Colombia, respectively, speak and 
write English so well and that American 
students should have the same opportu-

nities for an earlier start for second lan-
guage learning in order to reach higher 
levels of proficiency by the time they be-
gin high school.  

Aby, Ainsley, Aidan, Christian, Con-
nor, Laila, Makayla, McKenzie,Mia and 

Sadie, thank you for sharing your voices 
to make a positive impact on the world 
language teaching profession. The pro-
fession, Minnechaug, and your teachers 
thank you for being our advocates! 

From left, Sadie Blair, Abyssinia Haile, Makayla Acevedo, Ainsley Sheehan, Aidan 
Dzierwinski, McKenzie Murray, Christian Lowe, Connor Seymour, Laila Hosnander and 
Mia Fraga are local students who participated in the 54th Annual MAFLA Conference in 
Springfield last October. 

Students represent Minnechaug at state-wide 
World Language Teachers’ Conference   

Photos submitted by Teresa A. Benedetti, PhD
From left, Laila Hosnander, Abyssinia Haile, Makayla Acevedo, McKenzie Murray, Dr. 
Teresa Benedetti, Aidan Dzierwinski, Connor Seymour, Christian Lowe, Sadie Blair, Mia 
Fraga and Ainsley Sheehan at the World Language Teachers’ Conference. 

Correction/
apology

We at the Wilbra-
ham-Hampden Times 
recognize that a word ap-
peared in a recent edition 
of the paper that is con-
sidered offensive to the 
Native American/First 
Nations communities. The 
word was quoted from 
1863 and 1913 writings of 
local history. Our sincerest 
apologies to anyone of-
fended. Thank you. 

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertis-
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in-
sertion, nor will be li-
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu-
pied by the item in the 
advertisement.
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By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The Minnechaug 
Regional High School Capital Planning 
Subcommittee met on Dec. 14 to discuss 
their committee makeup.

The members were joined by Super-
intendent Dr. John Provost, School Com-
mittee Chair Michal Boudreau, Hampden 
Board of Selectmen Chair Donald Daven-
port and Hampden Advisory Committee 
Chair Doug Boyd for additional insights.

The meeting comprised of various 
thoughts and ideas including defining the 
committee itself, what the plans and pro-
cedures should be, having a school com-
mittee member on the subcommittee and 
more.

On the School Committee member, 
Finance Committee member Marc Du-
cey suggested they would be a non-voting 
member and reside in Wilbraham.

“They would certainly be free to add 
whatever input they want, much like 
we do with the budget subcommittee or 
whatever you call it,” Ducey said.

When Select Board Vice Chairman 

Sue Bunnell asked if everyone was com-
fortable with the proposed idea, Capital 
Planning Committee Chair Nick Mano-
lakis said yes. Delving to another topic, 
he wondered what the overall committee 
would look like after determining a pro-
cess to connect with Hampden on passing 
the capital projects.

“What’s the long-term outlook on this 
committee? Is it just a short-term thing to 
figure out the process and if we have the 
process done, we’re done? Or is there a 
longer term?” Manolakis said.

Boyd’s consensus was they come up 
with a proposal, a committee definition 
and procedures and go through the formal 
process with the appropriate groups.

“That was my view of this. Let’s put 
some shape to this and then bring it back 
to the committees to formalize it,” Boyd 
said.

For another topic, Davenport approved 
of the town getting a list of the projects 
from the schools beforehand and holding 
a joint meeting to discuss funding.

“Yes, if we could get ‘this is what 
the projects are and how much we think 
they’re going to be’ and we can look at 

our budget and say, ‘Well, we 
can do our share or we can’t 
do our share’,” Davenport 
said.

Manolakis later pro-

posed this additional idea to Provost and 
Boudreau.

“What we usually ask is how to rank 
those projects, right? Because there’s 
usually some level of needing this funded 
immediately versus this can wait a year or 
two. If you guys can work on getting a list 
together, I think that would be step one 
towards us working towards getting those 
funded,” Manolakis said.

Additionally, they discussed having 
the list sooner, as the list for Minnechaug 
last year came in March.

“Now that we’re getting organized 
ahead of the game, if we can see what’s in 
that pipeline and then see that by priority, 
I think that would be helpful,” Manolakis 
said.

Boyd also said it’s important for the 
subcommittee to define what they would 
like to accomplish along with the proce-
dures.

“I think what we’re trying to accom-
plish is to have a workable procedure 
so the school district knows how to ap-
proach the issue, whatever it might be, 
bring it to the towns appropriately so we 
have enough time to deal with it, to take 
it up on the merits and bring it to town 
meeting. I think that’s what we’re trying 
to accomplish,” Boyd said. “So, we’re 
just trying to take all of these different 
issues and all potential issues that we ha-

ven’t even thought about yet but that are 
going to pop up and how we plug them 
into this process, so that we don’t have to 
start from the beginning every time this 
happens.”

Manolakis agreed.
“I think what it boils down to is there 

has to be cohesion on both sides to address 
these projects. The question of whether 
or not we can afford a million dollars a 
year is probably beyond this committee. 
It’s more like a town or town-wide issue, 
right? Our charge, at least on my commit-
tee, on capital, is just to determine what 
we can afford to finance that year, right?” 
Manolakis said. “And then we would have 
to work with Hampden to figure out what 
we can afford and then anything on top of 
what we can afford, I think, has to revert 
back to another party to figure out how we 
address these issues.”

It was clarified that the towns already 
do this, particularly with CPA projects.

The consensus was clear among the 
members that they want to work with the 
School Committee and district to have 
capital needs addressed, albeit in a timely 
manner.

“The schools want to work with the 
towns, and I think we should make it easi-
er, not more difficult,” Boyd said.

MRHS Capital Planning Subcommittee works on committee makeup

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Superintendent Dr. 
John Provost shared key findings on bul-
lying and harassment in 2023 with the 
School Committee on Dec. 21 as part of 
implementing the Equity Plan.

First, the predominance of incidents 
involving male students as aggressors was 
90% of substantiated incidents of harass-
ment or bullying.

“I was surprised by that, but many 
members of our DEI team were not. Some 
of the female students who were on the 
team said that they felt that behaviors of 
girls that engaged in were more subtle, 
making it harder for administrators to 
substantiate a claim of bullying,” Provost 
said. “And one of our staff members on 
the team sent me a report of national data 
showing that more than 75% of students 
disciplined for bullying nationwide are 
males, so our own data is not that far off 
from that.”

The second finding, Provost said, 
showed students with disabilities “are 
dramatically overrepresented both as tar-
gets and aggressors.”

“This finding was not surprising for 
me. In fact, in 2011, based on mounting 
evidence that students with disabilities 
were more likely to experience bullying 

and to bully others, the Massachusetts 
Department of Elementary and Second-
ary Education issued an advisory,” Pro-
vost said.

The advisory involves considering 
how a student’s disability affects their 
learning, skills and proficiencies to avoid 
and respond to bullying and harassment.

Looking into the literature on bully-
ing and harassment of students with dis-
abilities, Provost found a paper further 
confirming the scarce amount of research 
available. Also, the role of social dynam-
ics during late childhood and early ado-
lescence.

“12 years into this advisory we still 
don’t have good methods or good tech-
niques that can adequately protect stu-
dents with disabilities, but we’re going to 
keep trying and I really hope that a super-
intendent isn’t sitting here 11 years from 
now saying, ‘We’re 22 years in still trying 
to figure out how to change this dynamic,’ 
because as our data shows, the problem 
exists in late childhood and early adoles-
cence, mainly male, mainly students with 
disabilities,” Provost said.

School Committee Member Michael 
Tirabassi asked about middle schools.

“I know that that’s a tough age, but 
do you think that the overcrowding at the 
middle school is contributing at all to the 
bullying?” Tirabassi said.

Provost said he can’t say “with 100% 

certainty but I can’t say that it doesn’t 
help.”

Sherrill Caruana noted a list of char-
acteristics not grouped together, which 
“doesn’t give us as much information as 
we might need to see a population and 
where our hot spots are and why.”

Provost replied he could do a cross-
walk between different groups for further 

research.
School Committee Vice Chair Sean 

Kennedy considered the treatment of stu-
dents, whether in the cafeteria or when 
told to be quiet.

“I’m just saying we need to look at 
maybe how we’re treating the students as 
well instead of just saying, ‘Well, look at 
all this bullying there.’ Just look at our-
selves as well and see if maybe there’s 
anything that we’re doing or saying that’s 
setting an example in any way,” Kennedy 
said.

On that, Provost said the most impact-
ful thing, which educators learn in their 
training, would be “you can’t have any 
favorites.”

“Because part of that dynamic that’s 
happening is kids are figuring out who 
are the favorites and who are the not-fa-
vorites and wanting to make sure they’re 
with the right group,” Provost said. “So, 
just treating all students fairly and impar-
tially without favor or disfavor I think is 
probably one of the strongest things that 
staff could do.”

Kennedy affirmed that’s what he was 
talking about.

“Let’s look at ourselves too and see 
what we’re doing while we’re trying to 
figure out with the students as well,” Ken-
nedy said.

Provost shares key findings on bullying and harassment data

Turley photo by Dalton Zbierski. 
Superintendent Dr. John Provost 
discussed bullying and harassment data 
in the Hampden-Wilbraham Regional 
School district during the Dec. 21 School 
Committee meeting. 
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Holds free mastermind 
session and holiday meet 
and greet

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

WILBRAHAM/LONGMEADOW 
– Over the past several months, Brenda 
Cuoco & Associates Real Estate Broker-
age has contributed to the community in 
numerous ways. 

With offices in Wilbraham and Long-
meadow, the brokerage includes realtors 
licensed in Massachusetts and Connecti-
cut. During a time to give back, the bro-
kerage had plenty to offer. 

On Nov. 15, 2023, the brokerage host-
ed a Real Estate Mastermind Session, a 
free initiative open to all industry profes-
sionals at the Elks Lodge in Springfield. 
Madison Degnan, a marketing adminis-
trator and office administrative assistant, 
shared what was the day’s focus. 

“It was pretty much an open invite to 
all real estate and sales professionals, so 
not just realtors but any of the attorneys, 
the lenders, anyone in the industry as 
well,” Degnan said. 

She noted that the brokerage partnered 
with a lender who helped lead the event.  

“We went over different techniques 
and ways to drive in the industry. Espe-
cially going into the new year with quarter 

one and the market being as crazy as it is, 
we wanted to give back to newer agents 
or professionals and collaborate,” Degnan 
said.

Through various role-playing activ-
ities, the session looked to instill confi-
dence into its participants, specifically 
surrounding the process of converting 
clients and leads. Degnan said that mem-
bers of the brokerage presented skills and 
techniques used to convert and land ap-
pointments. 

“We wanted people to have more skills 
and knowledge in leads conversion,” De-
gnan said. “It was a great opportunity. 
Not many brokerages do things like this, 
especially for free and open to all ages. I 
mean, the feedback we got, everyone was 
extremely appreciative. They said they 
walked away learning something new.”

Realtor Alyssa Stout said it was criti-
cal to make the session free, as many local 
realtors belong to the Realtor Association 
of Pioneer Valley, which she said charges 
several hundred dollars to participate. 

“So, anything free that shows agents 
either value, help in turning over clients 
or even just how to handle certain situa-
tions and objections and better themselves 
to better the industry is really the biggest 
thing,” Stout said. 

Stout noted that those in the room on 
Nov. 15 ranged from real estate agents 
with 30 years of experience to individuals 
who were only recently licensed. She said 
it was very rewarding to help people she 
may only see several times a year, as she 

was able to build relation-
ships with them. 

Moving forward, the 
brokerage will look to hold 
a mastermind session quar-
terly. The next one is sched-
uled for February and will 
be aimed more at sellers, 
as the first session targeted 
buyers. 

“Building those connec-
tions is a huge thing in the 
real estate world. Putting 
together this session, we 
definitely put a lot of work 
into it, but seeing what we 
got out of it, it made it all 
worth it,” Degnan said. 

On Dec. 3, 2023, the 
brokerage held a holiday 
meet and greet at its Long-
meadow office that saw 
700 people go through the 
building’s doors. The event 
was also free, and Degnan 
said it was a huge hit. 

“One of our biggest val-
ues is giving back to the community and 
taking part in supporting our community,” 
she said. “It’s extra special around the 
holiday time. Everything just came to-
gether so well, and we’re just so grateful 
to be able to do this for our community.” 

The Christmas-themed initiative in-
cluded a Toys for Tots donation drive, 
and six boxes were filled with toys to be 
distributed to youths by the U.S. Marine 
Corps.  

The event drew participants of all ages 
and allowed youngsters to take a photo 

with Disney’s Mickey and Minnie Mouse, 
the highlight of the day for many. 

“We had a couple people say that this 
was their kid’s biggest dream come true; 
to meet Mickey and Minnie or even be this 
close to a Disney character,” Stout said. “I 
think we had the biggest line you’ve ever 
seen. There were families, parents, grand-
parents, extended families; they all came 
out just to see their little ones with Mick-
ey and Minnie, and that in and of itself 
was just amazing.”

Brenda Cuoco & Associates Real Estate Brokerage gives back

During a holiday meet and greet, Brenda Cuoco & 
Associates Real Estate Brokerage collected enough 
items for Toys for Tots to fill six buckets. 

Courtesy photos
Children were able to meet Mickey and Minnie Mouse at 
the Longmeadow Office of Brenda Cuoco & Associates 
Real Estate Brokerage on Dec. 3. 
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

Tree  Removal  
■ 

Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE
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Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri-
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to dzbierski@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly 

correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor-
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito-
rial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu-
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hamp-
den TIMES is published ev-
ery Thursday by Turley Pub-
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho-
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos.

Editorial 
Policy

The Wilbraham-Hampden

TIMES
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Dalton Zbierski

dzbierski@turley.com

ADVERTISING 
SALES

Jocelyn Walker
jwalker@turley.com
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STAFF WRITER
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The Wilbraham-Hampden Times is 
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Palmer, Mass. 01069. Telephone (413) 

283-8393, Fax  (413) 289-1977.
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turley.com
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Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President

DEANNA SLOAT
Graphics Manager
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VIEWPOINTS

By Lee H. Hamilton

Possibly no one had more influence on 
American foreign policy in the late 20th centu-
ry than Henry Kissinger, who died last month 
at age 100. In his long and active career, he 
advised presidents, carried out policies and ini-
tiatives, and was a highly visible figure around 
the world.

While it’s early to pronounce judgment on 
his legacy, it’s clear that his impact is deeply 
mixed. His accomplishments were both posi-
tive and negative. He was respected and he was 
reviled.

Kissinger is the only person to have served 
as national security adviser and secretary of 
state at the same time, positions he held in 
the Nixon and Ford administrations. He was 
brilliant and secretive, and he wasn’t much fo-
cused on the human cost of his policies. 

He was interested in strategy, not values.
He showed little interest in democratic gov-

ernance or transparency. A creature of the ex-
ecutive branch, he seemed to almost scorn the 
idea of three separate and coequal branches of 
government. 

You sometimes got the impression he had 
contempt for Congress.

I was not close to Kissinger, but our paths 
did cross on foreign policy matters. I served 
in Congress, and we approached policy from 
different perspectives. Coincidentally, we were 
both connected to the commission that investi-
gated the 9/11 attacks. 

Kissinger was the original pick to chair the 
group, and former Sen. George Mitchell was 
to be vice chair. Both stepped down because of 
perceived conflicts of interest. 

Former New Jersey Gov. Tom Kean chaired 
the 9/11 Commission, and I was vice chair. 

Kissinger’s view of the world, which he 

characterized as sober realism, may have been 
influenced by his background as a Jew who 
spent his childhood in Nazi Germany, before 
his family fled and settled in New York. He was 
a very talented man and, wherever he went, in 
academic, policy circles and government, he 
rose to power very quickly. 

In the 1970s, Kissinger was widely praised 
for his diplomatic work. When he was named 
secretary of state in 1973, a Gallup Poll found 
him to be the most respected man in the world.

He engineered President Richard Nixon’s 
historic visit to China in 1972, opening the 
door to improved U.S.-Chinese relations and 
ultimately reshaping the geopolitical map. He 
promoted détente with the Soviet Union, help-
ing to reduce Cold War tensions. 

In the Middle East, his tireless shuttle diplo-
macy improved relations between Israel and its 
neighbors. These were real accomplishments.

Kissinger shared the 1973 Nobel Peace 

Prize for negotiating the agreement that ended 
the Vietnam War. His critics found that highly 
ironic. 

During the war, Kissinger orchestrated 
the U.S. bombing and invasion of Cambodia, 
which expanded the conflict and fueled a civil 
war that eventually brought the Khmer Rouge 
to power, resulting in up to three million deaths. 
The Cambodia disaster was Exhibit No. 1 for 
critics who accused Kissinger of war crimes, 
but he was also tied to a brutal military coup 
in Chile, Indonesia’s bloody invasion of East 
Timor, a violent civil war in East Pakistan and 
other foreign policy disasters.

Kissinger later had a lucrative career in 
consulting. He clearly enjoyed being a celeb-
rity, rubbing elbows with rich and powerful 
people and being photographed with glamor-
ous women. 

He became a great figure on the social cir-
cuit in Washington. Getting Kissinger to attend 
your dinner was a big achievement.

Henry Kissinger left quite a stamp on 
American foreign policy. He was a master of 
developing strategy and exercising power. 

But American greatness isn’t just about us-
ing force and gaining advantage. It also relies 
on our faith in democratic governance and our 
belief in human rights and the dignity of all 
people. 

There’s a place for sober realism, but Amer-
ican foreign policy should be grounded in our 
values.

Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor for the 
Indiana University Center on Representative 
Government; a Distinguished Scholar at the 
IU Hamilton Lugar School of Global and In-
ternational Studies; and a Professor of Prac-
tice at the IU O’Neill School of Public and En-
vironmental Affairs. He was a member of the 
U.S. House of Representatives for 34 years.

HAMILTON ON FOREIGN POLICY

Kissinger left complex foreign policy legacy

Courtesy of the Wells Library
Rep. Lee H. Hamilton is shown shaking hands 
with Secretary of State Henry Kissinger in this 
circa 1969 photo; with Rep. William Broomfield 
in the background. 

Rick Hendra of Oakham took this photo of 
sandhill cranes foraging in a field on Stone’s 
Road in Oakham. 

In his email, he wrote, “I took this picture 
this morning (Sunday, Dec. 17) about halfway 
up Stone Road. Their call was so loud it star-
tled me from 50 yards away. And they were 
large, but oddly colored.”

The sandhill crane is a tall bird about 45 
inches, gray colored with a dark red patch on 
the forehead and a black bill. They have stain-
ing of feathers on their back and tail caused 
by the iron rich soil on its beak when it preens 
feathers. The immature crane lacks the red 
patch and has an orange bill. It also may have 
more rust colored feathers on the back and tail. 

The sandhill crane summers on prairies and 
tundra and during winter feed on agricultur-
al fields and roost in shallow water. For sev-
eral years now, Hardwick had a pair of nest-
ing sandhill cranes, who successfully raised 
chicks. 

The female lays one to three olive eggs 
with dark marks in a mound like nest of marsh 
plants, grasses and weeds either placed on the 
ground or shallow water. Courtship displays 
are seen during migration and involve graceful 
jumps off the ground in a dancing manner. 

Many years ago, Richard Jankauskas, saw 
some in a field on South Street in Barre. He 
commented about a pair jumping up and down 
and dancing. 

Their voice is a low pitched “karoo, karoo, 
karoo.” Rick Hendra mentioned their call in his 
email printed above. 

Bird count 
A Brimfield resident, who visits ponds in 

Warren, Brimfield, Holland and Sturbridge 

with his wife listed birds seen on Dec. 8. They 
included 210 Canada geese, 93 mallards, 70 
hooded mergansers, three black ducks, two 
pied-billed grebes, one great blue heron, one 
bald eagle, two crows, one white-breasted 
nuthatch, two black-capped chickadees, three 
bluebirds, four house finches, one goldfinch, 
six white-throated sparrows, six dark-eyed jun-
cos and three cardinals.

He also emailed in late November, “I 
checked the ponds in Warren and there were 
14 hooded mergansers very actively feeding 
and a very cold looking great blue heron that 
looked like it was not enjoying the 36 degree 
temperature.

Christmas bird count
For over 120 years the Audubon Society 

has been doing a Christmas bird count and this 
year is no different. People can participate in 
an organized count or just do one on their own 
in their backyard. 

Decline in bird numbers
I received an email on Wednesday, Nov. 29 

from a long time birder. He said, “[I] regularly 
feed them but have noticed a steep drop off of 
the number and type of birds since around Sep-
tember. Right now we have a loyal troop of blue 
jays and that’s about it. Usually we have copi-
ous amounts of starlings, chickadees, grackles, 
crows, titmice, cardinals, juncos, etc.”  

He said he asked many people about this 
phenomena and “they have noticed the same 
thing but can’t explain it either. We are all 
aware of some birds heading South but the 
sheer volume has dropped dramatically.”

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-967-
3505, leaving a message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

in my

By Ellenor Downer
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READERS! 
Send in your pet picture for our “Pet of the Month” 
and receive a free weekend get-away or spa package for 
your pet courtesy of Porter Road Pet Care. 
Email your photos to:  jwalker@turley.com. 
Please include your name and your pet’s name.

PET PAGEPET PAGE
PET OF THE MONTH

Meet Brady!Meet Brady!

How to Welcome a 
New Adult Dog 

into Your Family
When welcoming a new adult dog into your 

household, remember the rule of threes.
For the first three days, dogs are often in a bit 

of shock, and don’t show their personalities until 
they’ve been there a few days. After three weeks, 
many dogs have settled and behave as though 
they feel like they are home now, but they really 
don’t fit into your routine until about three months 
have gone by.” 

Establish and stick to a  daily routine. Dogs 
are creatures of habit, and they’re most relaxed 
when they know what to expect of you and what 
you expect of them.

• Keep the dog on the same diet for at least 
two weeks. If you want to switch foods, do it 
gradually, mixing the old food with the new one.

• Reinforce positive behaviors. When your 
new dog does something you approve of, reward 
it with praise and treats.

• Be patient with housetraining, and treat the 
dog the way you would a puppy – keeping an eye 
on him whenever he’s not confined and giving 
him frequent walks outside.

• Visit your veterinarian. The first visit should 
be a greet and treat to make him comfortable.

Stay calm and patient, warm and welcoming. 
A dog who’s  anxious  and insecure in a new 
environment can take months to show trust and 
affection.

• Introduce your new dog to your other pets 
gradually. Take them on a walk together. Keep 
their food dishes, toys, and treats separate.

• Don’t take your dog to other outside places 
until he’s had a chance to adjust to his new 
surroundings. If you have to go out, leave and 
return calmly to prevent separation anxiety.

• If the dog displays behavior issues you’re 
not sure how to deal with, check with your vet.

He is a 14-year-old beagle. He was sent in by the 
Kelley family who love him very much! Brady is super 
sweet and kind. He loves fruit & veggies along with 
his treats. Being a Beagle, he loves the outdoors.  

Did You Get A New 
Dog Or Puppy For Christmas?
Training starts when you bring it home. 
Call now to make your appointments.

• Private training in your home 
or my Wilbraham facility

• Socialization classes

• Intro to your puppy or new 
rescue training 

• Basic obedience, 
 life and manners training
• Environmental training

•
2400 Boston Road 

Wilbraham 
413-246-0859

AKC Certified

•

Wilbraham Animal Hospital
2424 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

413.596.8395
wilbrahamanimalhospital.com

East Springfield Veterinary Hospital
525 Page Blvd., Springfield, MA
413.739.6389 • esvhospital.com
(Less than 1 mile from Rt. 291)

Open Nights & Weekends

WILBRAHAM
Animal Hospital

Andrew R. Hersman, DVM
Lynn Dgetluck, DVM 

William D. Anderson, DVM
Hannah Belcher-Timme, DVM

Denise Chiminiello, DVM
Leah Guidry, DVM

Madison Harris, DVM
Amy Zander &

 Andrew Hersman, DVM

• Day Care 
• Boarding                         
 Web Cams  
 Air Conditioning
 Large Indoor/
 Outdoor 
 Accommodations
 Playtime Available- 
 fenced in 1/4 acre lot

141 Porter Road
East Longmeadow MA

413-525-3532

Po
rt

er 
Road Pet Care

Boarding . Day Care .
 Gr

oo

mi
ng

 

Porter Road Pet Care

www.porterroadpetcare.com

Save $5
on Daycare, 
Grooming 

or Boarding 
Services

Limit 1 coupon per pet.
Expires 1/31/24

• SPA Services 
   Available
 Bathing
 Haircuts
 Maincures

ELDOTC
East Longmeadow Dog

Obedience Training Club
Classes held at 

546 Main Street, Hampden, MA
Classes held every Monday-Thursday evenings

We Teach You How to Train Your Dog!

Facebook.com/eastlongmeadowdogobedience

Obedience Training - 
Beginner to Utility

For Information or to Register
Call (413) 355-0553

eastlongmeadowdogobedience.com

Did you get a new 
puppy or adopted dog 

for Christmas?

Start him off right 
with obedience 

training at ELDOTC!

and a book, “ McDiarmid said. “Some children have never 
had a pair of pajamas or a book, so this is really a big thing 
for them.”

McDiarmid emphasized how the drive teaches students 
to think about others.

“I think our community is very giving. and I think it 
means a lot to them to know another child is benefiting from 
their kindness as well,” McDiarmid said. “We usually have 
a lot of participation and it just warms our hearts too to see 
that.”

She added how “there’s so many people in need,” es-
pecially during the holiday season, and the school has also 
given back through a food drive around Thanksgiving to 
support the Community Survival Center.

“We always try and get the kids to think beyond them-
selves,” McDiarmid said. “I think it’s important that they 
think beyond their community to other communities that 
need it.”

Lynne Cimino of the Springfield Housing Authority 
stopped by the school to thank the students and pick up the 
donations, sharing “it’s pretty humbling” to see so many 
give back.

“I think it’s great,” Cimino said. “It’s a good way that 
we can start to teach kids how to give back and this is just 

one of the community projects I think that they do, which 
is really, really good and I think all communities should be 
doing that.”

Cimino echoed McDiarmid’s thoughts on the pajama 
drive’s importance during the holiday season.

“I think it’s super busy...you know, for families,” Cimino 
said. “When they stop to think about, as they’re buying gifts, 
just to pick up one more thing and donate those, I think it’s 
important for a family as well as a whole to express that.”

Cimino also appreciates how the drive provides an op-
portunity to promote literacy for children.

“They need to learn how to read, so it’s great. It’s great 
that it gets paired with a book,” Cimino said.

McDiarmid wants the community to know how import-
ant it is to teach young people about giving and helping oth-
ers in need.

“You’re going to make a difference to a child somewhere 
and I think that’s the spirit of Christmas,” McDiarmid said.

Cimino said community members understand how for-
tunate they are, want to give back, and she stressed that the 
importance of helping others “means something” to kids. 

“I think it takes a community to be involved in some-
thing like that to get that impact. So, I think they’ve done a 
great job here about teaching kids how to give back,” Cimi-
no said.

She had this message for the school.

“We’d really like to thank them because we’ve been in-
volved in the past and how important it is to us and for them. 
I think it’s a win-win situation, so we really appreciate it and 
all the work they do,” Cimino said.

PAJAMAS from page 1

Town of Hampden
Prospect Hill & Old Cemetery

will be closed for burials
until April 1, 2024

Office hours are by appointment only.
Cemetery Commission 413-566-2151

cemetery@hampdenma.gov
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Hours: Monday-Thursday 8am-5pm

85 Post Office Park
Suite 8503

Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-3881

www.wilbrahamfamilydentistry.com

• Cosmetic dentistry, whitening, veneers, crowns & bridges
• Digital X-Rays & Photographs
• Same Day digital crowns using our CEREC machine
• Implant Restorations
• CareCredit -  A convenient monthly payment plan
• Most insurance plans acceptedOur family keeping your family smiling!

A COMMUNITY GALLERY

‘A dictionary of your very own’…
Wilbraham-Hampden Rotary Club Sergeant at Arms Dr. Kevin Trombly (left) and club Secretary Brad Sperry 
handed students in Mrs. Russell’s third grade class at Stony Hill School new Webster’s dictionaries on Dec. 
14 to keep for themselves. Sperry told them, “A dictionary of your very own…”. The Rotary Club gives out 
dictionaries to all third graders every year to aid in their reading skills. Photo courtesy of Charles F. Bennett. 

With members of the Wilbraham-Hampden Rotary Club behind them, local students reveal their new 
dictionaries on Dec. 14. Photo courtesy of Charles F. Bennett. 

Mr. LaBelle leads a cheer…
Mr. LaBelle (left) and his third-grade class at Stony Hill School yells out a big “thank you” for the gift of Webster’s dictionaries from the Wilbraham-
Hampden Rotary Club Dec. 14. Each third grader in both towns received dictionaries from the club to aid in reading. Photo courtesy of Charles F. 
Bennett. 

As they do every year members of the 
Wilbraham-Hampden Rotary Club handed-out 
Webster’s Dictionaries to each third grader in 
Hampden and Wilbraham. After the event was 
organized with the principals of both schools, 

coordinated by club Vice President Chris 
O’Connor of Edward Jones Co., members of the 

club gave out print versions of the books at 
Stony Hill School and Green Meadows School on 

Thursday, Dec. 14.
Helping O’Connor were club members Peter 

Salerno, Brad Sperry, Dr. Kevin Trombly. The event 
was photographed by Past President Charlie Bennett.

Readers are encouraged to send 
in medium to high resolution 

photos for this page by e-mail to 
dzbierski@turley.com or mail to 

TIMES, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 
01069. Please note that if you send 
us a photo of the Times in different 
parts of the world, please include 
a recognizable landmark in the 

background. Examples:
Eiffel Tower; castle in Spain.

WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

‘A big thanks 
to the Rotary 
Club’…
Emily Shimansky’s third 
grade class at Green 
Meadows School yells 
out a big “thank you” 
for the gift of Webster’s 
dictionary from the 
Wilbraham-Hampden 
Rotary Club Dec. 14. 
Each third grader in 
both towns received 
dictionaries from the 
club to aid in reading. 
Photo courtesy of Charles F. 
Bennett. 
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Hours: Monday-Thursday 8am-5pm

85 Post Office Park
Suite 8503

Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-3881

www.wilbrahamfamilydentistry.com

• Cosmetic dentistry, whitening, veneers, crowns & bridges
• Digital X-Rays & Photographs
• Same Day digital crowns using our CEREC machine
• Implant Restorations
• CareCredit -  A convenient monthly payment plan
• Most insurance plans acceptedOur family keeping your family smiling!

Mr. LaBelle leads a cheer…
Mr. LaBelle (left) and his third-grade class at Stony Hill School yells out a big “thank you” for the gift of Webster’s dictionaries from the Wilbraham-
Hampden Rotary Club Dec. 14. Each third grader in both towns received dictionaries from the club to aid in reading. Photo courtesy of Charles F. 
Bennett. 

WILBRAHAM
HAMPDEN

THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YOU AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY:

Community Bulletin Board

Send us in your announcements!
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc.

We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, please keep it
to less than 50 words.  Please send to dzbierski@turley.com

‘This is for you’…
With third grade teacher Leslie 
O’Connor looking on at Stony 
Hill School, Wilbraham-Hampden 
Rotary Club member Peter Salerno, 
a former chairman of the Regional 
School Committee, hands out a 
Webster’s dictionary to students 
Dec. 14. Each third grader in 
Hampden and Wilbraham received 
their own dictionary from the club. 
Photo courtesy of Charles F. Bennett. 

Santa’s not the only one 
to deliver toys…

Al Grimaldi of the Wilbraham-
Hampden Rotary Club delivers 

toys, donated and collected at the 
club’s Dec. 13 Christmas Party at 
LaCucina, to Jacqueline Lantigua 

of the YWCA Domestic Violence 
Shelter in Springfield Dec. 18. Photo 

courtesy of Charles F. Bennett.

Congratulations
Matthew Kent and Ashleigh Cardinal

on your Christmas engagement!
We cannot wait to witness your love story.

Love, Rayna, Mom, Dad, Zachary & Natasha
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www.pvpa.org/admissions

PVPA 
Open 
House

Weds 4:00-6:00
Jan 11 & Feb 8

 

Sat 10:00-12:00
Jan 28

 

Thurs 6:00-7:30
Virtual Jan 19

Apply Now!
Grades 7-112023/24 school year

FREE 
ARTS Focused
COLLEGE Prep

15 Mulligan Drive, South Hadley
413-552-1580

REGISTER FOR OPEN HOUSE  APPLY  - LEARN MORE

Come and see what’s new at St. Joan of Arc School in Chicopee!  Physical Education Teacher Larry Moore and SJA students are enjoying updated gym equipment and a new rubber mulch play yard. Thanks to donations received from the American Legion Post 452, parents and the SJA PTO, Mr. Moore was able to fulfill his wish list.  The students are de-lighted with the new 12” and 16” scooters, hula hoops, jump ropes, sports balls, junior street hockey sticks, and soccer nets. 
Also in November, an underused outdoor area was transformed into a new rubber mulch play yard.  The 

project was funded by gifts from the school’s 2021 Annual Campaign.  It was a labor of love to provide the children this additional outdoor classroom space. Not only is SJA Principal William McDonald grateful for the financial support, but he is appreciative of the time, talents and generosity of Nawrocki Construc-tion, Marion Excavating and the team of volunteers. The school will be holding an Open House on Sat-urday, January 28th from 9 am–12 pm (no appoint-ment needed).  Appointment only tours for families will be held on Tuesday, January 31st and Thursday, February 2nd from 3 pm–7 pm.  Please call Chris or 

Janine in the Business Office @ 536-6038 for registra-tion information or to make an appointment.  St. Joan of Arc is a welcoming, safe & secure school community providing social, physical, spiritual & in-tellectual wellness for students in Pre-K 3 to Grade 8. SJA has innovative offerings that include affordable tuition and extended care, free breakfast and lunch, extracurricular programs, technology, music, library, and Duolingo language classes. Easy access to I391 & I90.  Financial Aid and tuition assistance is available.  To learn more visit www.sjachicopee.org.  We look forward to meeting you!

Learning rooted in Christian Values

S C H O L A R S H I P  &  O P E N  H O U S E  A N N O U N C E M E N T

66 School Street 
Granby, Massachusetts

For Boys & Girls 
in Grades 6 through 12

Come Be A Part Of Our Family!www.MacDu�e.org

There’s no better way to get a feel of The MacDu�e School than spending time with us!
Please register online for one of our Open Houses at www.MacDu�e.org or contact the 

Admissions O�ce at (413) 255-0000 to reserve your spot. 
66 School Street 

Granby, Massachusetts
For Boys & Girls 

in Grades 6 through 12

Come Be A Part Of Our Family!

OPEN HOUSESJan. 14th   9:30-12:30 pmApril 8th   9:30-12:30 pm 

66 School Street 
Granby, Massachusetts

For Boys & Girls 
in Grades 6 through 12

Come Be A Part Of Our Family!

Originating in 2022, �e MacDu�e School Local Town Scholarship
 is open to new students from the immediate area of Granby, Massachusetts. �e winner 
of this prestigious award receives a full scholarship to attend �e MacDu�e School. 
Runner-up applicants are eligible to receive partial scholarships and Financial Aid.
ALL NEW 2 scholarships in total to students who apply from these area towns. 
Eligible Towns: Granby, South Hadley, Belchertown, Spring�eld, Hadley, Amherst,
Chicopee, Holyoke, Ludlow, West�eld, Southwick, West Spring�eldAPPLY TODAY!For more information and details how to apply email admissions@macdu�e.org.

SCHOLARSHIP ANNOUNCEMENT

is offering a great resource 
for the communities it serves 
by showcasing the  career & 
education opportunities
available locally.

This special section is circulated into all 12 of our papers,
those papers include. The Sentinel, The Chicopee Register,
The Sun, The Register, The Wilbraham-Hampden Times,  
Agawam Advertiser, Country Journal, Town Reminder, 

Quaboag Current, Journal Register,
Ware River News and Barre Gazette.

The 2024 Career & Education edition publishes
the week of January 10th-12th

Space reservation deadline is January 3rd.  PRICES AND SPECS:
All ads are black and white. 

1/8 page (4 3/4” across x 4” down) $295 total

1/4 page (vertical- 4 3/4” across x 8” down) or (horizontal 9 3/4” across x 4” down) $595 total

1/2 page (horizontal- 9 3/4” across x 8” down) or (vertical- 4 3/4” across x 16” down) $975 total 

Full page (9 3/4” across x 16” down) $1,800 total 

Great opportunity 

to advertise job 

openings you have 

available!
Career
Educationan

d

HCS Head Start offers classes for children from birth to 5 
years old, plus programs & support for the whole family.

•	 6-hour classes at no cost for eligible families
•	 Subsidized full-day classes
•	 Nutritious meals & snacks, plus mental wellness, 

physical and dental screenings
•	 Ages: Prenatal moms to children 5 years old
•	 Early Head Start home-based program
•	 Services for children with disabilities
•	 Some transportation is available

CALL (413)417-7779 or visit us at hcsheadstart.org

A little 
HEAD  
START 
will last a  
lifetime.
Studies show that children who attend Head Start 
are more likely to graduate from high school and 
to attend college.

Affordable Tuition & Extended Care ~ Free Breakfast & Lunch ~
Extracurricular Programs~ Technology ~ Phys. Ed ~ Music ~

Library ~ Duolingo ~ Welcoming , Safe & Secure School
Community ~ Social, Physical, Spiritual & Intellectual Wellness ~

Easy Access to I391 & I90 ~ Tuition Assistance Available

ST. JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL
PRE-K TO GRADE 8

587 Grattan Street, Chicopee
533-1475 ~ sjachicopee.org

Learning Rooted in Christian Values

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, January 28th 9am-12 noon

No Appointment Needed

Tuesday, January 31st & Thursday, February 2nd 3pm-7pm
By Appointment Only

A new year is upon us and as 
we declare resolutions, a new job 
might be in order. The first 5 years 
of a child’s life are so important and 
since 1965, HCS Head Start has 
helped thousands of children and 
families prepare for school and life. 
We know that it takes a big heart 
to help shape growing minds and 
if you want to work with infants, 
toddlers, and preschoolers in your 
community, Head Start might be 
the place for you.  

The Head Start approach offers 
both families and their children, 
birth to five, an extraordinary 
school readiness experience.  Ed-
ucators who decide to teach in a 
comprehensive early learning set-
ting have the opportunity to work 
collaboratively with other specialty 
areas like health, nutrition, mental 
health, and family and community 
engagement, that are designed to 
prepare vulnerable children for fu-
ture educational success.

 Data shows that when chil-
dren are enrolled in a high-quality 
Head Start program they are bet-

ter prepared for kindergarten and 
beyond. Staff and parents work to-
gether, learning from one another, 
to create the best early educational 
experience both at home and at 
preschool.  This is possible because 
when parents are involved and en-
gaged in their child’s education, 
children have better outcomes. 

In addition to teaching, Head 
Start also has various career op-
portunities in the areas of health, 
nutrition, human services, admin-
istration, mental health, and spe-
cial education. Professional devel-
opment opportunities and career 
ladders are built within the Head 
Start model to promote growth 
and advancement.

Holyoke Chicopee Springfield 
Head Start, Inc. offers programs in 
several cities and towns in West-
ern Massachusetts working with 
over 1,000 children each year.  If 
you are interested in a rewarding 
Head Start career please visit www.
hcsheadstart.org/employment/   or 
call 413-788-6522.

A New Year a 
New Career

Career
Educationan

d

Career
Educationan

d

HOLYOKE — The spring 2023 semester at Holy-

oke Community College officially begins Tues., Jan. 

17. Prospective students can start then, but also have 

opportunities to begin classes in February and March 

if they so choose.  

Full semester classes run for 14 weeks. HCC also 

has accelerated “flex-start” classes that begin Jan. 17, 

Feb. 6, and March 20. 

Flex Start I classes run for seven weeks, until March 

8. Flex Start II classes begin Mon., Feb. 6, and run for 

12 weeks. Flex Start III classes begin Mon., March 20, 

and run for seven.

All spring semester courses conclude by Thurs., 

May 4, 2023.
The full schedule of spring course options can be 

viewed on the HCC website by going to: hcc.edu/sign-

up-for-classes 
The HCC Admissions and Advising offices on the 

first floor of the Campus Center are open Monday 

through Friday from 8:30 a.m. until 6 p.m. (4:30 p.m. 

on Fridays). 
Students must be fully vaccinated against 

COVID-19 to attend classes on campus. 

Students who plan to register only for online or re-

mote classes do not have to submit proof of COVID-19 

vaccination. 
For more information, please contact HCC Ad-

missions at 413-552-2321 / admissions@hcc.edu, visit 

HCC online at hcc.edu, or take the next step at hcc.

edu/sign-up-for-classes 

The 2022-2023 academic year marked  the 

75th anniversary of Holyoke Community College, the 

Commonwealth’s oldest community college.

HCC opened its doors in 1946 as the first two-year 

college in Massachusetts. In the decades since, the 

college has paved the way for generations of learners 

from western Massachusetts and beyond, a beacon 

of hope and opportunity for people seeking better 

lives. Please visit us at hcc.edu.

Spring semester at HCC starts Jan. 17
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What 
are 

you 
waiting 

for?

What 
are 

you 
waiting 

for?
Register today for spring 

hcc.edu/sign-up-for-classes

classes!

CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE
413.283.8393

Boucher said. “And Paula (Dubord) and Barbara 
(Harrington) and Jen (Curtis) are just great.”

Elize Bailey agreed on how the Pinochle group 
fosters friendships, with Mack, or others, checking in 
on each other and getting together for other events.

“Like Barb said, you do this and then she’s tell-
ing us about ‘Oh you got to do bingo’ or ‘Let’s go to 
lunch,’” Bailey said. “When you were working, you 
had one set of friends and now you’ve got these (peo-
ple) as your friends.”

Peggie Ross said the game helps fine motor skills 
and is inclusive. She shared how a late friend and 
player, Gail, got a placeholder for her cards so she 
could participate.

“It shows that someone that has special needs like 
she did can still play. So, it gives them a little boost,” 
Ross said.

Ross also enjoys the fun of spending time with 
friends and playing the game.

“It’s a lot of fun to be around them; keeps you kind 
of together. Laugh a lot which is good for the soul. It 
gives you something to do, something to look forward 
to,” Ross said.

Mack, along with her friends and fellow players, 
encourages everyone to stop by. Signing up for the 
group is not required.

“That’s what’s nice about (it). You can come 
whenever,” Mack said. “We need at least three players 
for three-handed, but you can come whenever.”

From the left, Elize Bailey and Barbara Boucher are 
immersed in their game as they play Pinochle at 
Wilbraham Senior Center. 

Also, decisions reached 
on MRHS capital need 
quotes

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The School 
Committee heard from new board 
members of the Minnechaug Region-
al High School Booster Club on Dec. 
21 regarding the club’s transition.

Booster Club President Bill 
Metzger, joined by First Vice Pres-
ident Carrie Lee, Treasurer Karen 
Hoar and Recording Secretary Lori 
Poindexter, explained the board has 
met a few times in the past month and 
their plans include creating new by-
laws and improving communication.

“So, people can expect a lot more 
communication from us moving for-
ward. We’re also open and receptive 
to ideas of doing things differently, 
perhaps, that have been done before,” 
Metzger said. “Not entirely different-
ly, but we’re willing to take on new 
suggestions or pursuing different ac-
tivities.”

Poindexter elaborated on com-
munication, explaining concessions 
at all home events were reinstated 
immediately for winter sports, with 
National High Society students run-
ning the concessions and a board 
member around to oversee. Addition-
ally, there is a dedicated space in the 
school store.

“It’s been great. People are excit-
ed to come out. There’s candy and 
drinks and water and Gatorade, you 
know, makes every sporting event 
just a little bit better. We also have 
pizza. We’ve partnered with Pafu-
mi’s for the winter sports. Hopefully, 
we’ll reach out to a different pizza 
place for spring sports,” Poindexter 
said.

On the bylaws, Lee said, “We’ve 

been working on them quite a bit.”
“Hopefully, pretty shortly into the 

new year we’ll have a set to work on 
and then our priority is to, then, ap-
ply for charitable status so that we’ll 
be able to move forward from that,” 
Lee said.

School Committee Member Wil-
liam Bontempi thanked the board 
members for volunteering.

“It’s an undertaking that it’s go-
ing to take time, but it’s a great op-
portunity for you, but it shows a 
tremendous amount of character be-
cause this is a very important organi-
zation,” Bontempi said.

Bontempi asked if the signature 
card for Interim President Peter Du-
fresne was transferred over to the 
new board. Additionally, he inquired 
if all spirit groups with accounts still 
had the same amount of money as be-
fore the transition.

Hoar confirmed yes to both ques-
tions.

“I’m the treasurer, and Bill’s the 
president, and so both of us are now 
the signers on the accounts per ac-
count,” Hoar said.

School Committee Vice Chair 
Sean Kennedy praised the board 
members for highlighting communi-
cation “because that’s what’s going 
to highlight the integrity and fairness 
of what you’re doing throughout this 
transition.”

“Anything that we can do here to 
support you, please reach out,” Ken-
nedy said.

Next, decisions were reached 
on the high school’s capital needs 

quotes for the physical plant and IT 
after the vote was tabled on Dec. 7.

The two physical plant bids are 
from EBI Consulting and RTA Ar-
chitects, with EBI Consulting as 
the low bid at $50,430, and two IT 
quotes from Ayacht Consulting for 
$21,900 and System Software Sup-
port for $25,000.

Kennedy disclosed he worked for 
Ayacht Consulting nearly five years 
ago and had no communication with 
the company on this item beyond en-
couraging them to place a bid.

After Superintendent Dr. John 
Provost provided an overview of a Fi-
nance and Operations Subcommittee 
meeting where the stance had shifted 
to waiting until consulting costs go 
down for the physical plant, Bon-
tempi said he would be in favor of 
IT consultancy because he “would be 
interested to hear what a consultant 
would have to say about technology, 
especially with our camera systems.”

“The concept of having 140 
continually recording loop cameras 
versus having a fleet of continual-
ly recording cameras in key spaces 
and then augmenting that with mo-
tion-activated cameras. Is there a role 
for wireless cameras?” Bontempi 
said. “I think all of those questions 
are keenly interesting and especially 
when we look at a potential technolo-
gy impact to the budget immediately 
of a million dollars, then I’m in fa-
vor of spending $20,000 to say ‘Hey, 
what can you do with this and do we 
think that there’s a possibility that 
we can take that technology cost, not 
only the immediate cost, but also the 
ongoing cost and lower those?’”

School Committee Member Mi-
chael Tirabassi favored going for-
ward with both, saying he felt the 
driving force was the towns wanted 
it and the committee needed their full 
backing and support. With that posi-
tion changed, his stance has shifted.

“My perspective is I don’t see 
much point of doing one without 

the other and so I’m still 
looking at it at the $74,000 
price tag,” Tirabassi said. 
“I mean, the whole point 
was to get a whole pic-
ture of what the expenses 
were so the towns could 
plan out for five years, 10 
years and make sure the 
funds are available. Now 
that they’ve changed their 
stance, I guess I’m not in 
favor of either way.”

School Committee 
Chair Michal Boudreau 
explained her take on the 
towns’ stance was they are 
still asking the committee 
to do the quotes.

“I think that some of 
them were as not as, you 
know dare I say, gung-ho 
about it after the price. 
However, I think they said 
that we don’t have to do 
this, get the consult, do the 
consulting immediately,” 
Boudreau said. “So, if we 
wanted to wait a year or 
we could do partial, we 
could do the technology 
or the physical. We don’t 
have to do both of them 
immediately.”

After deciding not to 
move forward with a phys-
ical plant consultancy for 
Minnechaug at this time, 
the School Committee vot-
ed 5-1, with one absten-
tion, to approve an IT con-
sultancy for Minnechaug 
for up to $22,000.

MRHS Booster Club shares transition 
updates with School Committee

PINOCHLE from page 1

DESE conducts 
Tiered Focused
Monitoring Review 
of school district 

During the week of Dec. 11, the Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education’s Office of 
Language Acquisition conducted a Tiered Focused 
Monitoring Review of Hampden-Wilbraham Region-
al School District. 

The Office of Language Acquisition reviews each 
district’s and charter school’s ELE program every six 
years to monitor compliance with federal and state 
English learner education laws and regulations. Ar-
eas of review will include English learners’ student 
assessments, identification of English learners; what 
programs English learners are placed in, parent and 
community involvement, curriculum and instruction, 
student support services, licensure requirements for 
faculty, staff and administration, program plans and 
evaluation and recordkeeping. 

In addition to the onsite visit, parent outreach is an 
important part of the review process. The district sent 
a survey to the parents of students whose records the 
review team examined. 

The survey focuses on key areas of their child’s 
English learner education program. Survey results 
will be reviewed by OLA, and they will contribute to 
the monitoring report.

Parents and other individuals may call David Park-
er, Office of Language Acquisition Review Chairper-
son, at (781) 338-3466 to request a telephone inter-
view. If an individual requires an accommodation, 
such as translation, to participate in an interview, 
DESE will make the necessary arrangements. 

Within approximately 60 business days of the 
onsite visit, the review chairperson will provide the 
school district with a report with information about 
areas in which the district meets or exceeds regulatory 
requirements and areas in which the district requires 
assistance to correct or improve practices. The report 
will be available to the public at https://www.doe.
mass.edu/ele/cpr/. 
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SPORTS

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

AUBURN— Auburn High 
School is one of the six non-
league opponents from Central 
Massachusetts listed on the Min-
nechaug Regional hockey sched-
ule.

The Rockets, who co-op with 

both Shepherd Hill, and Tan-
tasqua Regional, entered last 
Wednesday afternoon’s contest 
with a perfect 4-0 overall record. 
The Falcons players enjoyed the 
bus ride back to Wilbraham fol-
lowing a thrilling 3-2 non-league 
victory at the Horgan Skating 
Arena in Auburn. 

“They’re a quality hockey 
team and this is probably one 

of the best wins of my coaching 
career,” said Minnechaug head 
coach Kyle Bousquet. “We put a 
lot of pressure on them, and we 
capitalized on their mistakes. It 
was a great all-around team ef-
fort.” 

The Falcons (4-1), who also 
defeated the Rockets, 2-1, a year 

Falcons edge
Auburn for road win

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Ben Daniels fights for the puck near the boards.

Please see HOCKEY, page 9

Solid effort busts losing streak

WILBRAHAM – Last Friday afternoon, Minnechaug boys bas-
ketball picked up a much-needed win over West Springfield 65-47. 
The win broke a two-game losing streak and gave the Falcons mo-
mentum heading into 2024. The Falcons were led by Gus Pryzbal 
with 16 points. Nick Disa had 13 points and Nathan Pace had 10 
points in the victory. The Falcons are now 2-2 this season.

Miles Fergus drives to the hoop.

Nathan Pace goes for a layup.

Turley photos by Sofia DiGrande
Gus Pryzbal gets the layup.

Max Baroni drives around an 
opponent to the hoop.

Nick Disa goes around an 
opponent and heads for the 
basket.

Dajuzan gets ready to shoot a 
free throw.

Jayla Comes pushes a pass as pressure comes on.

WILBRAHAM – Last 
Wednesday afternoon, 
defense prevailed in an 
early-afternoon matchup 
between Minnechaug and 
Tantasqua girls basketball. 
The Falcons held on for a 
36-30 win at home. Kel-
ly Cronin had 13 points to 
lead the team, but the Fal-
cons defense holding the 
opposition to just 30 points 
was a big key to the victory. 
Minnechaug is now 4-2 this 
season.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Lyric Nelson makes her way up the 
court after making a rebound.

Falcons 
defense 
shines 
in win
Ava Manning 
reaches out to 
grab the loose 
ball.

Aloni Bitas shoots near the free throw line.

Kelly Cronin goes for the 
layup.
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ago, won their fourth consecu-
tive game since a season opening 
loss to Longmeadow.  

One of the key players in 
the Falcons victory against the 
Rockets was senior goalie Gage 
Vedovelli, who made a total of 52 
saves. He also made 39 saves in 
the Falcons 2-1 win against West 
Springfield at the beginning of 
the regular season.

“Gage played a phenomenal 
game today, along with our de-
fensemen,” Bousquet said. “He 
made a couple of huge saves 
during the third period.” 

The Falcons senior-laden 
defensive unit is led by Derek 
Semanie, Tim Harrigan, Mike 
Roy, and Jake Klakotskiy, who 
returned to action after missing a 
few games with an injury. 

Freshmen defensemen Cam 
Faneuff and Jameson Murray 

also played in their first varsity 
games against Auburn.

Eleven of the players listed on 
the Auburn varsity hockey roster 
attend Tantasqua. They are senior 
Gabe Rice, sophomore Nathan 
Dono, senior Sam Panek, se-
nior Peter Casine, junior Austin 
Dono, who’s an alternate captain, 
senior Owen Stattenfield, sopho-
more Jake Tully, sophomore Max 
Sealey, senior Emmet O’Brien, 
senior captain Braeden Rich, and 
sophomore starting goalie Ethan 
LaPlante, who’s also an alternate 
captain.

“This is probably the most 
players that we’ve had from Tan-
tasqua during the six years that 
we’ve been co-oping with them,” 
said Glen Bombard, who has 
been the Auburn hockey coach 
for the past 34 years. “It gives 
those kids an opportunity to play 
hockey and it also helps our pro-
gram.”     

LaPlante (6 saves), who’s one 
of the best goalies in the Quinn 
Conference, didn’t see as much 
action as Vedovelli did. 

The Rockets outshot the Fal-
cons,18-3, during the first period, 
but they were trailing 1-0 enter-
ing the second. 

“We just ran into a hot goal-
tender,” Bombard said. “He just 
stood on his head in today’s 
game, which was the difference. 
This is our first loss of the sea-
son, but we’ll be fine. We weren’t 
going to go 20-0.”   

Minnechaug senior Gabe 
Tassinari scored a short-handed 
goal, giving the visiting team an 
early 1-0 lead with 11:18 remain-
ing in the opening period. 

It looked like the Rockets 
had tied the score on a goal by 
freshman Logan Rada just as the 
power play had expired. The goal 
was disallowed by the referees 
because the net had come loose 

from its pegs prior to the shot at-
tempt.  

The Falcons also killed anoth-
er power play in the first period, 
which was the only other penalty 
committed by either team for the 
remainder of the contest.

“We played a game earlier 
this season where we only had 
one penalty and the other team 
had two,” Bousquet said. “I 
would rather play a game without 
very many penalties than have a 
game where they call every little 
thing. It also allows you to play 
all your lines.”  

A little more than five min-
utes into the second period, Au-
burn scored the equalizer on a 
goal by junior Sullivan O’Brien. 
The game tying goal was assisted 
by senior Erik Dupuis, and Em-
met O’Brien.

The Falcons retook the lead 
again two minutes later when 
Tassinari fired a shot from the 

right circle for another unassist-
ed goal. 

Then a tip-in goal from senior 
Tristen Hottin at the 10:32 mark, 
gave Minnechaug a 3-1 advan-
tage.

Junior Brayden O’Sullivan 
and Klakotskiy were credited 
with the assists on the Falcons 
third goal. 

Rich scored the only goal of 
the final period, which cut the 
Rockets deficit to 3-2 with a little 
less than ten minutes remaining 
in regulation. Austin Dono was 
credited with the assist. 

With 2:45 left on the score-
board clock, Auburn had a gold-
en opportunity to score the tying 
goal, but a shot attempt sailed 
wide of the net. 

It was the only meeting of the 
regular season between the two 
squads, but they could possibly 
meet again in the Division 2 state 
tournament.  

HISTORICAL from page 1

Liam Faneuff sends a shot on goal. Gabe Tassinari gets the faceoff. Ethan Kelliher reaches out to block an Auburn pass.

Owen Tzoumas locks up with an opponent with a loose puck up for grabs. Brayden O’Sullivan looks to shoot.

By Ryan Drago
rdrago@turley.com

Thursday Night Mixed League

PALMER – The Thursday Night 
Mixed League met for their final 
league night of 2023. 

The standings as of Dec. 14 have 
Team Six as the #1 seed at 34-22. In 
second place, Team One has a record 
of 31.5 wins and 24.5 losses. Team 
Three is in third place with a record 
of 30.5 wins and 25.5 losses. Team 
Two is in fourth at 27-29, Team Five 
in fifth (23-33) and Team Four at 22-
34. 

Every bowler was ready to finish 
off strong heading into the new year. 

One match featured Team Five 
bowling against Team One. In game 
one, Team Five was victorious over 
Team One by a score of 433-398. 
Joe Danek of Team Five began the 
night with an opening game of 104. 

In game two, Team One was the 
winner of the game by a score of 
404-378. In game three, Team Five 
won the last game 409-383. Team 
Five won total pinfall with a final 
score of 1220-1185. 

Another match took place be-
tween Team Three and Team Six. In 
game one, Team Three was the win-
ner by a score of 401-398. In game 
two, Team Three won 419-389. In 
game three, Team Three won the 
third and final game 422-401. 

Team Three won total pinfall by 
a final score of 1242-1188. 

Team Two bowled against Team 
Four. In game one, Team Four won 
the first game by a score of 430-401. 
The final two bowlers on Team Four, 
John and Nick started off their night 
strong with 108 and 100. 

In game two, Team Four won 
again by a score of 389-374. In game 
three, Team Four went for the clean 
sweep and won the last game 417-
387. 

Team Four won total pinfall by a 
final score of 1236-1162. 

The Thursday night Mixed 
League will continue their season 
into the new year and will return to 
Diamond Junction Bowling Lanes 
on the first Thursday of 2024. 

Visit Diamond Junction Bowling 
Lanes at 1446 N. Main St. Reach the 
alleys by calling 413-289-0013. 

SPRINGFIELD – The Springfield Thun-
derbirds (16-10-3-1) had few answers for a 
confident opposing attack, falling 8-2 to the 
Providence Bruins (17-12-2-2) on Saturday 
night in front of a sold-out MassMutual Cen-
ter crowd of 6,793.

The Bruins were opportunistic off a 
self-inflicted T-Birds mistake to jump to a 1-0 
lead at 3:44 of the opening period. Will Bitten 
directed a pass back toward the Springfield 
bench, where a pair of defenders were in the 
process of a line change. Out of the confusion, 
Anthony Richard jumped on the loose puck 
and quickly snapped a wrister through Vadim 
Zherenko to give Providence the game's open-
ing goal.

Rookie Bruins blueliner Ethan Ritchie 
would add his first career AHL goal just 60 
seconds later, jumping up into a 3-on-2 rush 
and ripping a shot through Zherenko at 4:44 
off a drop pass from Jesper Boqvist. Provi-
dence also made life difficult on the T-Birds' 
offense, as the Springfield attack mustered 
only five shots in the opening 20 minutes.

After going unsuccessful on a power play 
early in the second, the T-Birds saw a famil-
iar bout of adversity when Justin Brazeau 
whipped a turnaround wrister through Zhe-
renko at 6:21 to make it 3-0 for Providence.

The T-Birds gave the sellout crowd a 
glimpse of another comeback bid when Jakub 

Vrana extended his point streak to four games 
with a beautiful wrist shot under the crossbar 
behind Brandon Bussi, cutting the lead to 3-1 
just 18 seconds after the Brazeau goal. 

The two-goal deficit proved only tempo-
rary, though, as Jesper Boqvist scored on the 
front end of a four-minute power play, one of 
his three points on the night, at 8:40 to make 
it 4-1.

Zach Bolduc had the opportunity to give 
the T-Birds another jolt when he was awarded 
a penalty shot with Springfield down a man at 
the 10:46 mark. However, Bussi had the an-
swer with the leg pad, shutting the rookie's bid 
down and keeping Providence ahead by three.

The Bruins rewarded their goalie in kind 
with back-to-back power-play goals from 
John Farinacci at 11:31 and Trevor Kuntar at 
15:11, upping the margin to  6-1 before Bitten 
finally got Springfield on the board again with 
a power-play tip-in at 19:27 of period two.

Patrick Brown would add to the Provi-
dence lead with a rush up the left side at 7:17 
of the third, and Jayson Megna capped off the 
scoring by netting the first shorthanded goal 
against Springfield all season at 18:00.

The T-Birds finish up the homestand as 
they begin a 3-in-3 weekend against the Wil-
kes-Barre/Scranton Penguins on Friday at 
7:05 p.m. at the MassMutual Center.

Candlepin League NewsT-Birds fall hard against Bruins
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POST
Computer Systems

Repairs • Upgrades
New & Used Equipment • Trade-ins

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-5177 • www.pocosys.com

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses,  
home offices, family systems, mobile professionals and 

everyone in between is what separates POST from all the rest.

Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

The KEY to your ADVERTISING 
SUCCESS is REPETITION!
Keep your business “Top of Mind” 
by  running on this Spotlight Page 

twice each month. 
Pay for a 2x2 and get the bonus 

quarter page ad FREE! 
Call Jocelyn at 413-575-4197 or 

email: jwalker@turley.com 
to claim this ad spot.

Your Hometown Dry Cleaners
Family owned and operated since 1935

GET TO KNOW OUR
GREAT SERVICE

“We get 
stains out 

like it never 
happened.”

464 Main St., Wilbraham
Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm, Sat. 9am-1pm

Sun. closed

2 Convenient 
Locations

413-736-5476  •  parkcleaners413.com

262 Allen St., Springfield
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-3pm
Sun. 9am-2pm

Ask about 
special pricing 

for first 
responders

15% OFF 
DRY CLEANING 

when you 
pre-pay!

spotlight
HOMETOWN

WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES 413-244-1943
A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research

Affordable Waste SolutionsAffordable Waste Solutions
Your Hometown Provider for 

Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Service

Pretty Picky People Pick Park Cleaners

Ask about special pricing for first responders and our pre-pay discount

413-279-3222  •  parkcleaners413.com

Family 
Owned And Operated 

Since 1935

“We get 
stains out 

like it never 
happened.”

• We now offer Wash & Fold service on premise.  
• Dry Cleaning
• Laundered Shirts
• Fancy Dresses & Gowns

• Comforters & Draperies 
• Tablecloths & Napkins
• Minor Repairs & Alterations
• Pick-up & Delivery to home or office. 

262 Allen St., Springfield
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am-6 pm, Sat. 9 am - 3 pm

464 Main Street, Wilbraham
Mon. - Fri. 8am – 5pm, Sat. 9am – 1pm

2 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

Get To Know 
Our 

Great Service

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

A total of 35 Hampden houses could 
connect to the public water supply through 
the Scantic Valley Water District in a pro-
cess that is ongoing, Tighe & Bond Project 
Manager Jennifer Gilbert said.  

The Scantic Valley Water District has 16 
active water services and provides drinking 
water to 13 homes, including the Laugh-
ing Brook property at 783 Main Street, 
the Town Highway Garage, the Hampden 
Town House and Hampden Fire Station, 
according to the town website. More build-
ings are set to join. 

The Scantic Valley Water District is a 
registered community based Public Water 
System in the commonwealth and is regu-
lated by the Environmental Protection Di-
vision of Water Supply. 

During the Dec. 18, 2023, meeting of 
the Board of Selectmen, it was made ap-
parent that more than a dozen homes scat-
tered between Scantic Road, Cross Road, 
Glendale Road and South Monson Road 
are in line to join the district and receive 
public water. 

Water District Commission Chair John 
Plaster joined the Selectmen in person on 
Dec. 18 alongside Gilbert, who appeared 
virtually, to discuss the rollout. 

Plaster said there has been an issue with 
Polyfluorinated Substances, or PFAS, near 
the old landfill. PFAS are a group of chem-
icals used to make fluoropolymer coatings 
and products that resist heat, oil, stains, 
grease and water and are determinantal to 
drinking water. 

On a quarterly basis, 10 homes near the 
old landfill are tested by William J. Frank 
Engineering, P.C., an environmental con-
sultant in Wilbraham. 

Plaster proposed renovating or rebuild-
ing the town’s pump house to increase 
more water capacity to service the addi-

tional homes and filter/distribute more wa-
ter at a quicker rate. 

“The pressure will be created outside 
the tank, not into the tank. Right now, the 
wells providing the pressure along with 
condensed air, but now we’re going to have 
two pumps on the outside of the tank. It 
should give us sufficient pressure,” Plaster 
said. 

Hampden already contracted with 
Tighe & Bond for $174,000, using ARPA 
funds to test a list of 10 homes near the 
district. 

Tighe & Bond’s first scope was for 10 
homes, and one already was hooked up 
to the water district. On Dec. 18, Gilbert 
requested an additional $40,000 to cover 
the engineering fees required to do more 
state-mandated testing.

“Currently, the scope is for nine homes 
that are adjacent to Cross Road, Glen-
dale Road and the southern end of South 
Monson Road,” Gilbert said. “We were 
pretty much at the 50% design meeting, 
talked about the project and were notified 
that Mass DEP provided an additional 10 
homes that they wanted monitoring to be-
gin on for the town.” 

Gilbert said the town reached out to 
Tighe & Bond to ask what the construction 
cost would be, as well as what amendment 
would be required to the design contract, to 
add the 10 new homes to the construction 
scope. 

The original scope was for 3,600 feet of 
pipeline. With the additional 10 homes, the 
modified scope will include an additional 
1,500 feet of pipeline. 

Martin said the construction costs will 
be a bit more expensive for the added 
homes because several of the houses are 
significantly far back from the road. 

“Upwards of 100 feet, so the actual 
per linear footage for the additional work 
would be a little bit more, but our scope 
of service and our design budget wouldn’t 
reflect that. We have the base map done so 

we’ll be doing a little bit more surveys,” 
Gilbert said. 

She added that the extra 1,500 feet of 
pipeline will allow for the system to be 
looped for Cross Road and Glendale Road, 
which could also make the water supply 
accessible for more houses in the future. 

“On Glendale (Road), there’s only two 
houses being serviced with the additional 
feet of pipe and on Cross Road, you have 
three served off the existing and only one 
(new one) so by looping the system, there’s 
more linear feet per house,” Gilbert said. 
“However, by doing that, if those other 
houses on Glendale across would need to 
be connected, the pipe will be there. It’s 
advantageous to have a looped system just 
for water quality and turnover.” 

Selectman John Flynn spent several 
minutes questioning the total of homes 
that are looking to be added to the water 
district and was surprised to hear about the 
second letter from the DEP adding more to 
the list. He said he was also surprised how 
the pipeline will be dispersed. 

“I really would have thought the first 
group of houses would have had more of 
the linear pipe required because they were 
so much closer to the district. Then, this 
list of additional houses that we see would 
have required more of an extension at the 
line,” Flynn said. 

Flynn asked Plaster if he thinks he’ll 
get feedback from other nearby homes ask-
ing why they aren’t being added to the wa-
ter district, and Plaster said he has already 
begun hearing back. 

Flynn reminded the audience that the 
entire process is a multi-million dollar one 
that will take time, as he made a motion 
to approve the amendment for the Scantic 
Valley District Pump Station and attribute 
$40,700 to Tighe & Bond, suggesting it be 
distributed through ARPA money like the 
last appropriation. 

Water supply district could include 35 Hampden housesFoundation
surpasses Goal on
Giving Tuesday 

SPRINGFIELD -- The Founda-
tion for TJO Animals participated in 
Giving Tuesday in 2023 with a hefty 
goal to raise $25,000 for the pur-
chase of a special therapeutic laser 
for the Thomas J. O’Connor Animal 
Control & Adoption Center vet clin-
ic. 

This vital piece of equipment 
promotes healing, helps with cell 
regeneration, reduces inflammation 
and much more. More importantly, 
it decreases recovery time and dis-
comfort for the animals in the care 
of the adoption center. The laser is 
not limited to surgical patients; ani-
mals with chronic conditions includ-
ing skin and ear infections, allergies, 
arthritis and wounds will benefit as 
well.

The Foundation for TJO Ani-
mals, the nonprofit organization that 
provides fundraising and granting 
support for animals in the care of 
the Thomas J. O’Connor Animal 
Control and Adoption Center, proud-
ly surpassed its goal. With the sup-
port of generous donations from the 
community, more than $25,000 was 
raised to make that effort a reality. 
Hundreds of animals will benefit 
each year from laser therapy via the 
therapeutic laser.

Lori Swanson, executive director 
of the animal control and adoption 
center said, “This year, the Foun-
dation for TJO Animals’ goals was 
quite lofty. With a goal of $25,000, 
the community once again rose to 
the occasion to improve the lives of 
animals.   We are grateful for each, 
and every donation made to the 
Foundation on Giving Tuesday.”
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

A DUMP TRUCK
Cleaning out attics, cellars, garages, 
estate cleanouts, scrap metal removal. 
413-569-1611 or 413-374-5377.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

FORBES & SONS PAINTING & 
STAINING Interior, residential, com-
mercial and new construction, wall-
paper removal, sheetrock and plaster 
repairs. Quality products. Since 1985. 
Free estimates. Fully Insured.  Call 
Brad Forbes at 413-887-1987.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TOWN OF PALMER

INSPECTOR OF BUILDINGS/ 
BUILDING COMMISSIONER

The Town of Palmer is seeking quali-
fied applicants for the full-time posi-
tion of Inspector of Buildings/ Building 
Commissioner. Must have certification 
as a local inspector by the State Board 
of Building Regulations and Stan-
dards and obtain Certification as an 
Inspector of Buildings/ Building Com-
missioner within the time limit allotted 
in Massachusetts State Building Code 
780 CMP Section 110.R7.  For a full job 
description please visit www.town-
ofpalmer.com/jobs. Qualified and 
interested applicants should submit 
their cover letter and resume to Robert 
Reed rreed@townofpalmer.com.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Classified Advertising
DEADLINE

MONDAY AT NOON

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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facilitating our patients helping out and at 
the same time helping people who really 
need it,” Margolis said.  

Although he is willing to collect what-
ever helps the food drive, Margolis em-
phasized that he is looking for canned 
goods or boxed food specifically; items 
that won’t go bad over the 
course of the month. 

The practice sends out var-
ious reminders for people via 
text or email ahead of their ap-
pointments, encouraging them 
to give back if they can. 

Margolis stressed the sur-
vival center’s close location 
and said his business tries to 
support local whenever it can, 
especially if it means fight-
ing hunger or providing coats 
during the winter. He said his 
business serves relatively well-off 
suburbs of Springfield and its surrounding 
areas but he knows there are people who 
need help only a matter of miles away. 

This year, anyone who participates is 
eligible to win a gift card to Rice Fruit 
Farm or a nearby business. 

“We’ll draw a name among the peo-
ple who donated. Hopefully, it will stir 
up even more interest than we have in the 
past,” Margolis said. “I think when we do 
deliver the food, we put a picture with our 
social media what we’re up to, so people 
see it there too. There’s a lot of different 
ways to raise awareness.” 

In the past, due to media coverage, 
people have come in to donate 
that aren’t patients or associated 
with the practice because they 
know it is a trustworthy location 
to leave donations. 

As the business begins its 
new food drive, Margolis made 
it clear that a need exists and 
there is an easy way to meet it. 

“Even if you’re not coming 
to the practice for orthodontic 
treatment, we certainly welcome 

anybody to come in and bring 
things so we can facilitate that,” 
Margolis said. “I think a lot of peo-

ple, they feel funny going to the (survival 
center). They might be apprehensive in 
some way, but we can take that off their 
hands by us going to the place and deliv-
ering everything for them.” 

FOOD DRIVE from page 1

Dr. Michael 
Margolis

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

CHICOPEE – Dec. 14, 2023 was a 
banner day for the Food Bank of Western 
Massachusetts, as its newly constructed, 
state-of-the-art food distribution facility on 
Carew Street officially opened. 

Food Bank employees showcased the 
62,000 square-foot building during an eve-
ning ceremony attended by elected officials, 
donors, partners and invested residents from 
Chicopee and neighboring communities. 

Since 1982, the Food Bank has been 
feeding neighbors in need in Berkshire, 
Hampden, Hampshire and Franklin Coun-
ties, and the strategically located warehouse 
and office space will allow the operation to 
further pursue its mission of ending hunger.

“It’s at the crossroads of the major in-
terstates of Western Massachusetts, so we 
selected this location because it will really 
enable us to provide healthy food to anyone 
and everyone who needs it, when they need 
it, across all four counties in Western Mas-
sachusetts,” Food Bank Executive Director 
Andrew Morehouse said. 

The new structure is far larger than the 
food bank’s previous home in Hatfield, en-
abling it to serve more people than ever. Last 
year, the Food Bank distributed the equiva-
lent of 11 million meals to about 107,000 

people monthly, and Morehouse expects the 
number to rise, as residents battle inflation 
and the end of federal pandemic benefits. 

“So, they turn to the Food Bank and our 
175 partners, the local, frontline food pan-
tries, meal sites and shelters, to seek food 
assistance so they can carry on with their 
lives and get ahead in life,’ Morehouse said. 

The Food Bank employs 64 people, but 
that number could rise as management cap-
italizes on the facility’s “incredible” capaci-
ty. Morehouse said the staff is currently in a 
“learning mode,” getting accustomed to the 
space and repeatedly rearranging inventory 
to maximize efficiencies and food flow. 

Statistics are already proving the larger 
warehouse to be more effective than the pre-
vious site. 

“In the last three months, we’ve provid-
ed 25% more healthy food than the same 
period last year, and we’re confident we’ll 
be able to sustain that growth moving for-
ward,” Morehouse said. 

Being able to serve the community bet-
ter than before is fantastic, said Director of 
Programs Christine Maxwell. She described 
the building’s teaching kitchen. 

“We’ll be using that for community pro-
gramming, for food demonstrations and for 
cooking classes and nutrition workshops. 
We weren’t able to do that in our old build-
ing, so we’re excited about that,” Maxwell 
said. 

Director of Development Jillian Mor-
gan said moving into a facility that allows 
the Food Bank to serve its communities at 
a higher clip is significant. She said the staff 
is dedicated to making sure food is deliv-
ered to as many people as possible who are 
facing food insecurity, and the larger ware-
house pays dividens. 

“This was a really important move for 
the food bank to be able to increase our ca-
pacity and efficiency,” she said. “We already 
have distributed more food in this building, 
so we know that it’s going to serve us for 
decades to come until we end hunger.” 

Farm Manager Lee Gadway estimated 
that the new warehouse can store twice as 
much food as the old one. He said even the 
parking lot is twice the size. 

“This is amazing,” Gadway said. “Just 
being able to warehouse this much food and 
being able to think of it as a hub and spoke 
system on a bicycle. Everything’s brought 
in on the spokes to the hub, and then we de-
liver it back out.”

Gadway said the larger space makes the 
operation more efficient, as the Food Bank 
delivers food to places that smaller farms 
are unable to reach.

Morehouse said people are blown away 
when they enter the building and see its 
size and magnitude. He said the Food Bank 
looks to leverage the power of community 
to create a hunger free Western Massachu-

setts. 
“The way we’re going to do that is by 

talking to one another and cooking up new 
ideas, so this new facility and food distribu-
tion center has a lot of space for us to invite 
community groups in, whether they want to 
volunteer or just collaborate and plan how 
we can work better together to get more 
done,” Morehouse said. 

Morehouse pointed out that the dream 
could not have become a reality without the 
assistance of state and federal legislators. 
The Food Bank raised $30 million to build 
its new home, and about half of the money 
came from state and federal government. 

He also expressed gratitude for private 
donors, as 246 businesses and individuals 
invested in the food distribution center. 

“We couldn’t have done it without them, 
large and small,” he said. 

Morgan said she is humbled by the 
amount that was raised, noting that it dis-
plays the community’s investment in ad-
dressing the underlying causes of hunger 
and making sure that the operation can help 
alleviate hunger in the community or get rid 
of it entirely. 

“(The $30 million raised) is a real testa-
ment to how much people in this area care 
about addressing the needs of people who 
are facing hunger,” she said. 

 

Food Bank of Western Mass debuts new Chicopee facility

The Food Bank of Western Massachusetts officially 
opened on Dec. 14. Turley photo by Tedy Makuch, CHS 
senior. 

A variety of activities and programs will be held out of 
the Food Bank’s teaching kitchen. Turley photo by Dalton 
Zbierski

(L to R) State Sen. Adam Gomez (D-Springfield), Food 
Bank Executive Director Andrew Morehouse and State 
Rep. Shirley Arriaga (D-Chicopee), pictured on Dec. 14. 
Photo courtesy of the Food Bank.

The Food Bank of Western Massachusetts’ new 62,000 
square foot facility includes this state-of-the-art 
warehouse. Turley photo by Dalton Zbierski. 

Local and state officials, and members of the 
community, visited the Food Bank on Dec. 14. Photo 
courtesy of the Mayor’s Office. 

Local and state officials gathered at the Food Bank of 
Western Massachusetts on Dec. 14. Photo courtesy of 
the Mayor’s Office. 

PALMER –  The Baystate Health 
Blood Donation team will host a blood 
drives at  Baystate Wing Hospital  in 
2024, beginning on Feb. 7, from 8:30 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Additionally, Blood 
Drives will be held every other month 
on Wednesday throughout the year at 
Baystate Wing on April 10, June 5, Aug. 
7, Oct. 9 and Dec. 11.

“There continues to be an urgent 
need for blood, when you donate blood 
to Baystate Health, your precious gift 
remains in our local communities,” 
said Nicole VanZandt, MLT III, supervi-
sor, BRL Blood Donor Services. “Please 
help us to ensure a safe and adequate 
blood supply is available by donating 
blood with the  Baystate Health Blood 
Donor Program.

“There is no substitute for human 
blood,” VanZandt said. “Blood dona-

tions take approximately one hour to 
complete, including the interview, dona-
tion, and refreshments. To donate blood, 
you must be at least 17 years old; weigh 
at least 110 pounds have a photo ID; be 
in good health (no colds, or sore throat); 
and have not donated blood within the 
past eight weeks.”  

Blood drives will be held at Baystate 
Wing Hospital, 40 Wright St., Palmer, in 
Snow Conference Room C. In appreci-
ation, all eligible donors will receive a 
$10 Gift card. 

For more information or to book an 
appointment to donate blood, please call 
the Blood Donor Center at 413-794-
4600.   Please be sure to note the Bay-
state Health hospital location you would 
like to make your donation at when you 
make your appointment. 

Baystate Health’s Mobile Blood 
Donation Team is coming to 
Palmer in 2024
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JOIN NOW AND GET
YOUR FIRST MONTH 

FREE!

SCANTIC VALLEY YMCA 
P: 413.596.2749
www.springfieldy.org

health wellness
NETWORK

DEADL INE

January 31, 2024
PUBL ICAT ION DATE

February 21, 2024

TO BE DISTRIBUTED IN 
12 TURLEY NEWSPAPERS

THE REGISTER • COUNTRY JOURNAL  
THE CHICOPEE REGISTER 
THE JOURNAL REGISTER 

WARE RIVER NEWS • BARRE GAZETTE 
THE BELCHERTOWN SENTINEL

WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES
AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
THE SUN  •  TOWN REMINDER

QUABOAG CURRENT

Local Health 
Professionals

AN ANNUAL SOURCE OFAN ANNUAL SOURCE OF

A SPECIAL 
SUPPLEMENT TO

WWW.TURLEY.COM

NEW FORMAT

MAGAZINE SIZE

CALL TODAY TO ADVERTISE
413.283.8393

Offers affordable 
homeownership despite 
rising costs

By Brandice J. O’Brien
Guest Column

SPRINGFIELD – Yes, Greater Spring-
field Habitat for Humanity builds houses. 
But, there’s so much more to the nonprofit 
organization. Simply put, Greater Spring-
field Habitat offers the limited-income pop-
ulation of Hampden County an opportunity 
to create better lives and generational wealth 
for their families. GSHFH operates using a 
three-pronged approach as a construction 
company, social service agency, and mort-
gage provider. In fact, Greater Springfield 
Habitat’s construction projects are built de-
spite the rise of inflation, financial challeng-
es, and changes in the local housing market. 

GSHFH primarily constructs three- and 
four-bedroom single-family homes that 
measure approximately 1,500 square feet. 
GSHFH helps families purchase homes that 
they construct in partnership with the orga-
nization, by requiring sweat equity contribu-
tion in lieu of down payment from partner 
families and providing low-to-zero-interest 
mortgages and subsidies to purchase homes 
at below market rate. Greater Springfield 
Habitat mortgages are based on the family’s 
income and set to not exceed 43% of their 
total household debt when combined with 
all financial obligations.

“GSHFH works with families that earn 
45% to 60% of the area median income lev-
el. For a family of four, that’s a household 
income of $35,000 to $59,000 per year,” said 
Aimee Giroux, GSHFH executive director. 
“Traditional first-time home buyer pro-
grams require a minimum income of 80% or 
$80,000 AMI and the family must have 3% 
to 10% down payment to qualify.”

By comparison, Aimee said, imagine a 

family of four earning $50,000 (50% AMI) 
is trying to secure a $150,000 mortgage. 
They have a current debt of $700 per month 
for a student loan, credit card and car loan. 
By partnering with GSHFH, they can afford 
up to a 2.5% interest loan. Their maximum 
payment with escrow would be $993 per 
month with an overall debt to income of 
40%. At the current 6.5% interest rate, their 
payment would be $1,348 per month, and 
their debt to income would be 53%, which 
would make them ineligible for traditional 
funding. 

Juan Gonzalez said just before he and his 
wife showed up to the January 2023 closing 
of his new home in Holyoke, he ran the num-
bers one last time to make sure the home was 
within their financial means. Looking over 
the math, he was worried. Unnecessarily so. 
Juan forgot the loan was interest-free. When 
he heard that he exhaled a big breath and 
said, “Disregard my math. Thank you, Lord. 
This home is more affordable.”

“Habitat made the process easy and 
with a no-interest loan in this economy, we 
couldn’t have asked for anything better,” said 
Karina Dise, Habitat homeowner in Mon-
son, who with her husband, purchased their 
home in November 2007. “We are blessed to 
own a house and have land that goes with it. 
We can enjoy the outside when the weather 
is nice and we don’t have to hear our noisy 
neighbors who used to live right next door to 
us. My husband likes to grill outside too, so 
that’s definitely a plus.”

Greater Springfield Habitat realizes ev-
eryone deserves simple, decent, affordable 
housing. Period. Habitat aims to close the 
racial wealth disparities by providing subsi-
dies and affordable mortgages to help fami-
lies break the cycle. 

“We had debt, we cleaned it up and went 
to the bank to see if we qualified for a mort-
gage. We were told we didn’t have enough 
money,” said Lori Holt, who with her hus-
band purchased a Springfield Habitat home 
in May 2014. “Our daughter told us about 

Habitat and encouraged us to apply. I didn’t 
think we had a chance.”

Eventually, Lori and her husband applied 
and were accepted. “It was such a blessing 
for us,” Lori said. The couple has five chil-
dren, four of whom are now adults. “We pay 
for mortgage what a lot of people pay for 
rent. Habitat helped our family a lot.”

Kim Rivera, who experienced home-
lessness, on and off since her 18th birthday 
before owning a Habitat home, said she ap-
preciates what Habitat has done for her. Kim 
purchased her home in December 2009.

“Habitat gave people like me the ability 
to get the American dream. I have stability. 
My children and grandchildren have a safe 
haven,” Kim said. “I’m never selling this 
house. I’m going to keep it in the family. I 
want other generations to know they won’t 
be homeless. I have three kids, and they’ve 
all seen the benefits of having a home.”

Studies have shown children of limit-
ed-income homeowners are 11% more likely 
to graduate from high school and are 4.5% 
more likely to complete post-secondary ed-
ucation than children of low-income renters, 
Aimee said.

Since its inception in 1987, GSHFH has 

constructed 74 homes throughout Hampden 
County. 

Habitat chooses partner families based 
on need, their willingness to partner with us, 
and their ability to repay a mortgage for the 
purchase of their home. In many instances, a 
family’s current living situation is less than 
ideal with issues of rodents, limited electric-
ity, no heat, and/or the apartment is in a dan-
gerous location. For many families, gunfire, 
drugs and vandalism are frequent. Families 
who face these realities often have challeng-
es breaking the cycle for their children.  

To ensure selected families understand 
the “hand up” versus a “hand out” ideolo-
gy, prospective and have tools to manage the 
responsibility of homeownership, Habitat 
partner families must also attend first-time 
homebuyer education, financial literacy 
classes, good neighbor and home mainte-
nance classes.  

To keep the mission moving forward, 
GSHFH relies on donations. Most funding 
comes from individual donations, local busi-
nesses, and grants.

To learn more about Greater Springfield 
Habitat and its mission, visit habitatspring-
field.org.

Habitat breaks the mold
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New homeowner Ireydiza accepts the keys to her new home


