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What a Year
It Has Been

Happy 2025 Wilbraham and Hampden! As you 
take a moment to look back on some of the 
biggest stories of the past year, I hope you see 

what the people of these two communities are really 
about: kindness, making your voices heard and rally-
ing around each other.

2024 has also been a time of transition, with 
farewells to many after serving their communities, 
including Veterans Services Director Jered Sasen, 
Children’s Librarian Heidi Kane, Deputy Fire Chief 
Peter Nothe, local kindergarten teacher Patti Colkos, 
Hampden Town Administrator Bob Markel, Select 
Board Chairman Theresa Goodrich, School Com-
mittee Member William Bontempi, Hampden Senior 

Center Activities Coordinator Diane Marino and Assis-
tant Superintendent for Finance, Operations and Human 
Resources Aaron Osborne. 

As many of you know, it’s also been a time of transi-
tion at this paper. After Dalton Zbierski departed his post, 
I have come in as his successor as editor of the Times. 
During this time, you all have embraced me along with 
our rising stars in Noelle Hisgen, Hannah Yeasley and 
Amanda Munson. We also saw the exciting return of Pat-
ti Sullivan, who previously wrote for the Times during 
our friend Charlie Bennett’s time as editor.

As I look over this Year In Review, I realize how 
much the communities of Wilbraham and Hampden have 
to be proud of. Rallying around each other during times 
of tragedy, a willingness to ask tough questions and 
share tough answers, expressing heart and passion for a 
cause, and, most importantly, emphasizing a deep belief 
in the goodness in each other. Something we definitely 
need now more than ever. 

I look forward to another year together as we contin-
ue telling the stories that mean the most to you. Enjoy 
looking back on this past year. 

2024

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

WILBRAHAM – A 29-year-
old Wilbraham police officer is re-
covering after being shot outside a 
residence on Old Carriage Drive at 
approximately 8:20 p.m. on Satur-
day, Jan. 20. 

Wilbraham Police Chief Ed-
ward Lennon updated the public at 
the start of the Select Board meet-
ing on Monday evening. He noted 
that officers initially responded 
to a call regarding a male resident 
threatening others in a home. 

“Upon arrival, Wilbraham po-
lice officers outside of the residence 
exchanged gunfire with a 53-year-
old male later identified as Michael 

Ortega, who was inside the home. 
A male Wilbraham police officer 
sustained a gunshot wound and was 
transported to a hospital with seri-
ous injuries. The officer is currently 
in stable condition at the hospital,” 
Lennon said, on Jan. 22. 

Other occupants in the home 
were able to escape through a sec-
ond-floor window. They exited onto 
a lower roof and were subsequently 
assisted off the roof by police offi-
cers using a ladder. 

Ortega was wounded in the 
gunfire exchange, and a four-hour 
standoff ensued. MassLive report-
ed first that state troopers from the 
Massachusetts State Police Crisis 
Negotiation Unit attempted to ne-
gotiate with Ortega. 

Ortega did not surrender. The 
State Police report that after several 
hours its Special Tactical Opera-
tions unit used an armored vehi-
cle with a battering ram to break a 
window. A State Police drone was 
flown in, revealing that Ortega was 
wounded. 

Local, state and federal law en-
A 29-year-old Wilbraham police officer was shot in the line of duty last 
Saturday. File photo

Wilbraham police officer
recovering after shooting

Hundreds turn out for 
Trot for Tom at MRHS
Event raises over $40K for neurological 
research

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Hundreds came out to Minnechaug 
Regional High School on Sept. 14 to honor Dr. Thomas 
“Tom” Julian at the Trot for Tom 5K Run/Walk.

The one-time event’s proceeds will be donated to 
neurological research and to a member of Julian’s disser-
tation committee–who was also his advisor and profes-
sor–at the University of Connecticut, Dr. Ruth Lucas, to 

A runner about to cross the finish line during the Trot for 
Tom 5K Run/Walk at Minnechaug Regional High School 
on Sept. 14 in honor of Dr. Thomas “Tom” Julian.  File 
photo

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - In an unexpected 
twist stunning residents on Oct. 29, 
the Special Town Meeting was post-
poned to two weeks later--Nov. 12--
due to overcapacity at Thornton W. 
Burgess Middle School.

Town Moderator Richard Green 
made the shocking announcement 
roughly 15 minutes after the Special 
Town Meeting was supposed to have 
been called to order at 6:30 p.m.

“Ladies and gentlemen, as the 
moderator, I am calling an end to to-
night’s proceedings. This room’s ca- Town Moderator Richard Green announces the Special Town Meeting is 

postponed on Oct. 29 at Thornton W. Burgess Middle School. File photo

STM Shocker: Postponed due to overcapacity
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The Hampden-Wilbraham
Regional School District
We will be taking applications for our 
early childhood programs for district 

residents for the 2025-2026 year. 
Programs are for 3 and 4 year olds. 

If your child will be three by 
September 1, 2025 you may obtain 
an application at hwrsd.org website 

under "Departments," "Student Services." 
"Early Childhood Program" or call 

Corinne Roberts, Student Services 
at 279-3863.

Applications will be available
starting January 1, 2025. 

Priority screening and placement 
will be given to applications received 

prior to January 31, 2025, 
but we offer a rolling admission.

• Overgrown property?
• Excavator Services • Extreme Brush Cutting!

• Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal • Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
• Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand • Storm Clean-up • Small Demo • Insured

JOSH ROZELL 413.636.5957

919 Meadow St., Chicopee
200 St. James Ave., Chicopee
410 Cooley St., Springfield

Under New OwnershipUnder New Ownership
Local Family BusinessLocal Family Business

RTNCRTNC
AUTOWASHAUTOWASH

“Come shine with us”

pacity is determined by the State Fire Marshal and 
the fire department. It’s 300. We are easily going 
to exceed that number tonight,” Green said. “The 
only other alternative we will exercise on Nov. 
12 at 6:30 p.m. in the same building--with the 
expectation that all of you will come back--is we 
will utilize the gymnasium. It will be wider and 
screened, so that way everyone either in this room 
or that room will be able to do voting and hear the 
presentation and all of the information in the same 
way in real-time.”

Green summed it up this way.
“As moderator, what I’m telling you is that this 

is not an environment conducive to a fair presenta-
tion of the arguments. It is not an environment that 
will not allow all voters to participate fairly and 
with transparency,” Green said.

Green ended the announcement by saying this.
“So, the 12th here at 6:30 p.m., utilizing this 

room and the gymnasium. We appreciate you 
coming out and we thank you and appreciate 
your understanding. We’ll see you in two weeks,” 
Green said.

After the announcement, the crowd--talking 
amongst themselves and each other--dispersed for 
the evening.

On Nov. 4, the Board of Selectmen addressed 
the postponement in a meeting in the Melville 
Room, meeting with Green and other town offi-
cials to discuss logistics and how to proceed.

STM from page 1

continue her work and the work Julian started.
A humble, loving, generous, kind and bright young man 

taken way too soon, Julian left a mark not just on people in his 
own life, but in the community as well, the event emphasizing 
even further how much Julian’s light inspired so many and 
will continue to in the years to come.

Hampden County District Attorney Anthony Gulluni not 
only lent his support to the event along with Hampden County 
Sheriff Nick Cocchi but also participated in the 5K.

“It speaks to who Tom was, it speaks to all that Tom did 
for other people and his sense of community and certainly, the 
Julian Family,” Gulluni said. 

Lucas reflected on how Julian was “a unique, brilliant stu-
dent” and was moved by the community honoring him and 
the Julians.

“His legacy will be honored as we move forward with the 
science and we value and will acknowledge everyone’s contri-
bution to being able to answer the questions that are important 
to his family and are important to Thomas,” Lucas said.

For the Julians, parents Marcy and Mike were beyond 
grateful.

“It’s very hard to describe what I’m feeling right now. It’s 
an incredibly joyful day, it’s an incredible tribute to him and 
we’re blessed to have so many friends and supporters,” Marcy 
Julian said.

“It’s overwhelming. That’s all you can say. The outpouring 
from the community has just touched us and with me saying 
thank you for the rest of our lives. But mostly thanksgiving for 
having such a wonderful boy named Thomas Michael Julian,” 
Mike Julian said.

TROT from page 1

Hello Wilbraham
and Hampden!

It is a true honor and privilege 
to serve as editor for the Times 
and I pray I live up to your ex-
pectations. I’d like to thank Dal-
ton Zbierski for all that he has 
taught me and his mentorship as 
I take on this new responsibility 
and continue delivering the local 
news and stories that mean the 
most to you. Everything done 
this past year has been a true 
team effort and it’s one that I 
don’t take for granted. 

In this last year, I have felt 
my faith in humanity restored a 
little at a time: whether covering 
an event at the libraries or senior 
centers, sharing the journey be-
hind a cause people care about 
and utilize to help serve others or attending local gov-
ernment meetings to get a better understanding of what 
is going on in your towns; the issues and concerns that 
mean the most to each and every one of you.

It’s easy to let the challenges of today’s world get us 
down or wonder if there’s still good. I’ve been there and 
have had my moments of cynicism. But as I said earlier, 
this work has lightened my heart in ways I haven’t felt in 
a long time; the writing aspect being part of it of course! 
But also because of the stories I’ve had the privilege to 
tell or share working for this paper in this last year. 

You all make this paper what it is today. All I simply 
do is help tell the stories, share the facts, gather the in-
formation and research and bring to life the visions you 
each have.

I hope as your new editor I can continue this work, 
while also making a bigger impact.

I look forward to getting to know you all even more. 
We have many more stories to tell.

Kristin Rivers

Kristin Rivers, the 
Times’ newest editor, 
shares her welcome 

message

Parents express concerns, 
disappointment over 
district’s response

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The School 
Committee addressed on Jan. 18 
the school bus fire that took place in 
Hampden on Jan. 12

Around 3 p.m. that Friday, the 
Hampden Police Department re-
ceived several 911 calls for a school 
bus fire on Bayberry Road, with the 
Hampden Fire Department respond-
ing within minutes. The bus driver 
and all students were safely evacuat-
ed, with no injuries reported.

Superintendent Dr. John Provost 
explained he’s been in touch with 
Hampden’s fire and police chiefs and 
district collaborative administrative 
staff, holding a multi-agency action 
review the day before.

“I think what came out of that 
meeting was that the most positive 
part of the whole response was the 
emergency response and the bus 
evacuation training we do with stu-
dents, that was followed. Students 
got off the bus safely and the fire-
fighters’ response, they got there, 
I believe, in four minutes and sup-
pressed the fire,” Provost said.

Provost said what didn’t go well 
was communication and information 
sharing within and between agencies, 
apologizing to the community. 

“There was gaps of information 
that I think would have allowed the 
district to communicate in a better 
way, so we talked about how if this 
should ever happen again, we want to 
be more tightly synced up with each 
other so we’re getting more complete 
information out and more timely in-
formation out,” Provost said.

Brett Castellano said, “This is 
one of the first times that I’ve ever 
been truly disappointed in the school 
district.”

“I just think it would have gone 
a long way for the district, it would 
have gone a long way in my eyes and 
I think in many other parents’ eyes 
if there was that follow-up commu-
nication to tell us how serious it was, 
but also to tell us that we were okay,” 
Castellano said.

Kyle Jourdain criticized the lack 
of response from the district.

“The fact that I’m sitting here 
tonight nearly a week after the event 
for the first time hearing from you 
about this without a reach out, per-
sonal reach out to my family, my 
daughter, there was no response,” 
Jourdain said.

School Committee member Wil-
liam Bontempi suggested to Chair 
Michal Boudreau the incident be on 
the next meeting’s agenda.

“The way that things played out 
from what these parents have said 
would be very upsetting to me as 
well, so I don’t think it should end 
here. I think we need a considerable 
amount of time for this,” Bontempi 
said.

Photo courtesy of Hampden Fire Department
The School Committee addressed a Jan. 12 school bus fire in Hampden 
during their Jan. 18 meeting.

School Committee addresses Jan. 12 
Hampden school bus fire

January
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to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet
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CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN 51/60 COUNT

PEELED & DEVEINED
RAW SHRIMP 2 LB BAG ..................
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lb

lb77¢
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BEEF SIRLOIN 
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lb
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lb

TAILGATE TIME!
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lb
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ASSORTED
PORK LOIN CHOPS ...........
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USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK LOIN  
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SLICED IN OUR DELI 
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MUENSTER CHEESE .........
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lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS ..$244
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PORK BUTT STRIPS .........

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

$629
lb

WHOLE WHOLE 
OR HALFOR HALF

BEEF CHUCK 
ROAST or STEAKS

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each 
advertiser is re-
quested to check 
their advertise-
ment the first time 
it appears. This 
paper will not be 
responsible for 
more than one 
corrected inser-
tion, nor will be li-
able for any error 
in an advertise-
ment to a greater 
extent than the 
cost of the space 
occupied by the 
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tisement.

forcement agencies responded to the event, as did 
multiple fire and EMS agencies. 

“Several Wilbraham police officers are on admin-
istrative leave while this incident is being investigat-
ed. This is routine in these matters. Later this week, 
there will be a voluntary critical incident stress man-
agement debriefing for all officers involved in the in-
cident. That’s essentially the information we have at 
this time,” Lennon said.

Select Board Chair Theresa Goodrich said that the 
officer is in the community’s thoughts. 

“I want to say on behalf of all of us that we wish 
the officer the best recovery; he’s in our prayers,” Go-
odrich said. 

Since the shooting, the community has rallied be-
hind the officer, later identified as Cameron Prosperi, 
through varying fundraising events as he continues 
his recovery. Ortega, meanwhile, was held without 

the right to bail and ar-
raigned in February on 
three counts of assault 
with intent to murder 
and three counts of as-
sault with a dangerous 
weapon.

SHOOTING from page 1

To the communities
of Hampden and
Wilbraham 

After serving as editor 
of the Wilbraham-Hampden 
Times for the past three years, 
this will sadly be my last edi-
tion. I’ve made the difficult de-
cision to move onto a television 
station in Connecticut, where I 
will be able to fulfill a lifelong 
dream of delivering news in my 
home state as a producer. 

What a ride these past three 
years have been; I wouldn’t 
trade them in for anything. Cov-
ering news in Hampden and Wil-
braham has always been a priv-
ilege and a positive experience. 
I cherish every interaction I’ve 
been fortunate enough to have with the residents of 
both tremendous and equally unique communities. 

Taking my place will be Kristin Rivers, who has 
served as a staff writer for the past year, covering 
Hampden and Wilbraham. Kristin is incredibly pas-
sionate and will bring renewed energy to the position. 
I assure our readers, you are in excellent hands. 

Thank you to the countless people who have made 
this job special. I’ve enjoyed every minute of it. From 
Minnechaug to Mountain View Restaurant and every-
where and everyone in between, Hampden and Wil-
braham will forever have a place in my heart. 

It has been quite the journey, and I am forever in-
debted to our great readers. Be well my friends and 
keep picking up The Times, I promise you won’t be 
disappointed. 

Words can’t describe how thankful I am for the 
way you embraced me. Take care!  

— Dalton Zbierski 

Dalton Zbierski 
says farewell and 
thank you for the 

memories

Board unanimously
selects current Whately TA 

By Dalton Zbierski
Editor

dzbierski@turley.com

HAMPDEN – The 
Board of Selectmen unan-
imously selected Whately 
Town Administrator Brian 
Domina to be Hampden’s 
next town administrator. 

Domina beat out Chris-
topher Caputo and Ryan 
McNutt. Domina has 
served as Whately’s town 
administrator since 2016 
and was previously a senior planner 
for the Berkshire Regional Planning 
Commission. 

Craig Rivest complimented his 
understanding of the town admin-
istrator position, as he comes from 

a town very similar to Hampden in 
how it’s structured. 

“(Domina has) worked a lot on 
similar projects in Whately that 
Hampden has coming up, is very 
knowledgeable and comfortable 
writing grants, understands and has 

knowledge of IT, prefers a 
collaborative environment 
and has regional planning 
experience in his previous 
job,” Rivest said. 

Before deciding, John 
Flynn watched each can-
didate on television and 
community programs be-
cause he felt that spoke a 
lot to how they would in-
teract with the board and 
distribute information. 

“I think it’s fair to say about the 
three candidates, if only one of them 
had applied, we could have made it 
work,” Flynn said. “We would not 
be disappointed if we took any of 
them.” 

Like Rivest, however, one can-
didate stood out to Flynn. That was 
Domina. 

“They all had good resumes in 
different parts, but I do agree with 
(Rivest) that one candidate had a 
fit that was better for the Town of 
Hampden,” Flynn said. “When I 
watch Whately and watch their Se-
lect Board meetings, they’re talking 
about everything we’re talking 
about… I do think one stood out 
from the other two. My vote would 
be for Mr. Domina.” 

Davenport joked that “I tor-
mented my bride for about 10 days” 
before she finally gave him some ad-
vice: don’t let the very good get in 
the way of the perfect.

“It was a good point. I thought all 
the candidates were great and went 
back and forth for a long time. I too 
would think that Mr. Domina would 
be a good fit for the town,” Daven-
port said. 

FebruaryBrian Domina named
next Hampden Town Administrator

Brian Domina

By Kristin Rivers
Staff Writer

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Recording 
Artist Carla Patullo struck gold on 
Feb. 4 when she won her first Gram-
my Award for her album, “SO SHE 
HOWLS.”

The album won Best New Age, 
Ambient or Chant Album.

Patullo, who was born in Spring-
field and later grew up in Wilbraham, 
graduated from Minnechaug Region-
al High School in 1997. She has also 
released three albums with White 
Widow, over 30+ soundtracks for film 
and television including the Disney+ 
film “Maxine” and more.

Reflecting on awards night, Patul-
lo said “It was insane” with tears of 
joy and disbelief at her win alongside 
her family and collaborators Tonality, 
the Scorchio Quartet and Lili Haydn.

“I kind of went into this not ex-
pecting this at all. This album came 
from a very personal, tough place 
for me. It took a moment to feel like, 
‘This is really happening,’ but then 
it was I was just thinking about the 
struggles and what I got through to 
be here and that made me ever more 
so grateful for it, just for being rec-
ognized in this way by my colleagues 
and by the Recording Academy. I just 

felt so great,” Patullo said. “I’m still 
pinching myself.”

Patullo’s win also made history as 
she became the first openly gay wom-
an to win in her category, crediting 
Sandra Bernhard and Lauren Karp-
man for their mentorship and support.

“That’s what this is about is get-
ting our voices heard,” Patullo said. 

A breast cancer survivor, Patullo 
also reflected on winning her Gram-

my Award on World Cancer Day, 
which falls on Feb. 4.

“It’s just unreal. I think things 
happen for a reason sometimes,” Pat-
ullo said.

Patullo had this message for her 
fans and supporters.

“I just can’t thank you enough for 
listening and giving me a platform, 
giving me a space to share my mu-
sic,” Patullo said.

Photo Courtesy of Kaytee Long Becker
Carla Patullo gives her acceptance speech on Feb. 4 after winning the 
Grammy Award for Best New Age, Ambient or Chant Album for her album, 
“SO SHE HOWLS” at the 66th Annual Grammy Awards. Patullo dedicated the 
award to the women behind experimental cancer trials that saved her life 
during her battle with breast cancer. 

Minnechaug grad Carla Patullo strikes 
gold with Grammy win
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New Year. New Possibilities. New Start.

Happy New Year

CHANGE IS GOOD.
I’d love to connect with you 

this coming year and talk more 
about your options.

Call me today!

Available evenings and Saturdays.
Scan today to book a consult!
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March

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - Retiring 
Town Administrator Bob 
Markel was honored for 
his four and a half years of 
service to Hampden during 
his final meeting with the 
Board of Selectmen on 
March 4.

During the meeting, 
State Rep. Brian Ashe 
(D-Longmeadow) and 
State Sen. Jake Oliveira 
(D-Ludlow) presented ci-
tations from the Massachu-
setts State House and Sen-
ate to celebrate Markel’s 
accomplishments.

“It really has been a 
pleasure and honor not 
only knowing you over the 
years, but being friends with you. Just 
watching your work from mayor to end-
ing up here and having your knowledge 
such an asset for our local community and 
is so greatly appreciated,” Ashe said.

Oliveira echoed Ashe’s sentiments in 
his reflections.

“When you find a good town manag-
er or administrator, you want to do ev-
erything that you can to keep them and, 
clearly, Bob, coming here and wanting to 
spend just a few months, originally, and 
sticking out for four and a half years is a 
testament of not just how well you mesh 
with the community and understand it, 
but also because of the fact that you bring 
a whole significant experience under your 
belt coming into the job,” Oliveira said.

Oliveira said Markel’s prior experi-

ence as mayor of Springfield helped him 
“understand the challenges facing munic-
ipalities from both a city level, a subur-
ban level and here at the smaller scale in 
a community of just under 5,000 people.”

Selectmen Chair Donald Davenport 
told Markel, “It was wonderful having 
you here.”

“You’ve done great for the town,” 
Davenport said. “I’m going to miss you.”

Craig Rivest also shared his thanks.
“Thank you for getting us through the 

difficult times,” Rivest said.
Markel later expressed his gratitude.
“I leave with a good feeling towards 

the town and its people and those who are 
in government, the department heads as 
well as the elected people,” Markel said. 
“I think things worked pretty well here.”

Retiring Town Administrator Bob 
Markel honored during meeting

Submitted photos John Flynn
From the left, Selectman Craig Rivest, State Sen. Jacob 
Oliveira (D-Ludlow), Selectmen Chair Donald Davenport, 
Retiring Town Administrator Bob Markel, State Rep. 
Brian Ashe (D-Longmeadow) and Selectman John Flynn 
in a group shot during Markel’s final Board of Selectmen 
meeting in Hampden on March 4. 

Sarah the Fiddler provided 
entertainment

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The senior center was 
a full house on March 15 for a festive St. 
Patrick’s Day luncheon.

The luncheon included a meal of 
corned beef, cabbage, carrots, red bliss po-
tatoes, rye bread and cake for dessert, with 
performances by Sarah the Fiddler.

The event was sponsored by the Hamp-
den Cultural Council.

Lifelong friends Audrey O’Connor and 
Marion Holden were among the many at-
tendees at the luncheon, decked out in St. 
Patrick’s Day-themed attire to celebrate 
the occasion.

“The meal was great and the enter-
tainment was better. It was wonderful, she 
could go on all day,” Holden said. 

“It’s been great because you’re always 
looking for things to do now that you’re 
retired,” O’Connor said. 

Sarah the Fiddler, her real name Sarah 
Lynn Michel DaSilva, loves bringing her 
shows to the community to share the pow-
er of music and connection, explaining she 
also performs at nursing homes.

She also works with people who have 
Alzheimer’s and dementia, watching how 

music transforms them.
“What’s fascinating about music is that 

they can still sing. It’s really powerful. 
So I can go into a room and know that I 
got somebody who’s Irish and I can play 
‘When Irish Eyes Are Smiling’ and they 
will start singing,” Michel DaSilva said. 

Diane Marino, the senior center’s ac-
tivities coordinator, was elated with the 
event and praised the volunteers who lent 
their support.

“It was amazing. Everybody was clap-
ping and enjoying it so, so much. Every 
time someone walked by me when they 
left, they congratulated the event. ‘Please 
have more of these’ and ‘Get more people 
like Sarah,.’ She was great,” Marino said. 
“It was just so exciting for us to be able to 
do this for our seniors.”

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers
Sarah the Fiddler entertains the 
audience during the St. Patrick’s Day 
Luncheon at the Hampden Senior Center.

Hampden celebrates St. Patrick’s 
Day with festive luncheon

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Albert Gagliarducci, 
or Al Gag as he’s well known, was official-
ly inducted into the International Fresh-
water Fishing Hall of Fame 2024 Class on 
March 23.

Gag, a longtime fisherman, owner of 
Al Gag’s Custom Lures and host of “Gone 
Fishing” on WWLP and WGGB, was rec-
ognized for his contributions to the fishing 
industry.

The International Freshwater Fishing 
Hall of Fame, located in Hayward, WI, has 
inducted only 500 people from its 1960 in-
ception to today, including legendary Red 
Sox player Ted Williams, 26th U.S. Pres-
ident Theodore Roosevelt, Author Ernest 
Hemingway, sportscaster Curt Gowdy and 
many more.

The ceremony took place during the 
Connecticut Fishing & Outdoor Show at 
the Mohegan Sun Earth Expo & Conven-
tion Center, where Gag was also a vendor.

With family, friends, his students, fish-
ing enthusiasts and many more in atten-

dance, Gag joined Kristie Gonsalves, the 
Fishing & Outdoor Show’s producer, atop 
a 5,000-gallon Hawg Traugh fishing tank, 
where he was presented with a plaque and 
performed a ceremonial cast into the fish 
tank.

Reading a prepared speech from the 
Hall of Fame’s Selection Committee mem-
ber Jim Grandt, Gonsalves read about the 
history of the Hall of Fame and how “this 
honor has not been done at a sports show 
out east in decades and it’s going to happen 
today.”

Gonsalves then got emotional, sharing 
how Gag has impacted the Connecticut 
Fishing & Outdoor Show and her family.

“My family has produced fishing shows 
for over four decades, and you have been 
instrumental to their success year after 
year,” Gonsalves said.

Gag said the honor “finally feels real” 
and seeing everyone in attendance to cele-
brate him made him realize how many peo-
ple he’s impacted, including the Gonsalves 
and Sousa families.

“I love what I do and I think I manufac-
ture happiness and that’s what it is (about),” 
Gag said.

Al Gag officially inducted
into the Fishing Hall of Fame
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Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri-
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un-
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp-
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to krivers@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon.

Correction Policy
The TIMES will gladly 

correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor-
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito-
rial pages. To request a cor-
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu-
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above.

The Wilbraham-Hamp-
den TIMES is published ev-
ery Thursday by Turley Pub-
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho-
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos.
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Election letters to the 
editor welcome

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times welcomes read-
ers to participate in this year’s election campaigns by 
writing letters to the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from local residents 
endorsing candidates on the ballot or discussing cam-
paign issues should be sent to Wilbraham-Hampden 
Times, care of Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, 
MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to kriv-
ers@turley.com. Please include a daytime telephone 
number for verification purposes (it will not be print-
ed). Letters must be received by noon Monday to be 
considered for that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack 
letters will be printed. No letters written by candidates 
supporting their own candidacy will be printed. If the 
volume of letters received is larger than the space 
available in the newspaper, or if the letters become 
repetitive, the newspaper reserves the right to print a 
representative sample. No endorsement letters will be 
printed in the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call the editor at 413-283-
8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the newspaper 

plans to print stories about contested races for Con-
gress, state Senate, state House, district attorney and 
Governor’s Council during the weeks leading up to 
the election, as well as a question-and-answer voters 
guide. In order to ensure fairness to all candidates, no 
political press releases will be printed, nor will reporters 
cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize their 
candidacy, beliefs and events may contact advertis-
ing, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in Wilbra-
ham-Hampden Times.

Snowy owl

Snowy owls have already been spotted in 
Massachusetts this year. 

They come from the tundra area of Canada 
into the United States during the winter. Usu-
ally, the snowy owls that head to this area are 
immature. This irruptive behavior may or may 
not be coordinated with the lemming cycle, 
one of their primary foods especially during 
their breeding cycle.

The snowy owl is about 24 inches long 
and primarily white, yellow eyes and variable 
amounts of black spots and barring. Immatures 
are darker than adults and females darker than 
males.

Snowy owls frequently hunt during the day. 
Their diet is mainly rodents, Arctic and snow-
shoe hares, fish, birds including waterfowl and 

carrion. 
They nest on the tundra in a shallow depres-

sion on a mound on top or on a gravel mound. 
They line the nest with feathers and bits of 
moss. The female lays three to ten white eggs. 
When prey is abundant the clutch size is larger. 
They make barking noises during breeding, but 
are quiet in winter.

They inhabit the open tundra and when they 
move south, they inhabit airports, beaches, 
marshes and open fields.

Many years ago, a snowy owl appeared in 
Oakham during the winter. I was lucky to see 
it perched on a fence post near an open field 
in the daytime. People came from all over to 
see this rare visitor. Logan Airport is a popular 
winter stop over. 

Bald eagle sighting
On Dec. 2 I received an email from a Brim-

field resident. He said, “I’ve been checking the 
local ponds but not a lot happening. Howev-
er, I have seen a bald eagle or two at the pond 
on New Reed Street four time in the last two 
weeks and another birder I met there reported 
seeing eagles there that I missed. On one visit 
two adult bald eagles were sitting in the same 
dead tree about fifteen feet apart.”

Christmas Bird Count
He plans to participate in the Allen’s Bird 

Count Christmas Bird Count on Saturday, Dec. 
14. National Audubon Society 125th Christ-
mas Bird Counts take place Saturday, Dec. 14 
through Sunday, Jan. 5, 2025. This is one of 
the most popular birding events of the year. It 
is rarely held on the actual designated holiday 
itself, counts are scheduled to take place on 
various days surrounding Dec. 25 within the 
official count period noted above. Counting 
takes place anytime during the 24 hours, mid-
night-to-midnight. 

The goal is to find, identify and count all 
birds within a 15-mile diameter “count circle.”  
All are welcome. Compilers do their best to 
make sure that beginners join a group with at 
least one experienced birder. Locations in late 
December include: Quabbin on Saturday, Dec. 
28 compiler Scott Surner at ssurner@aol.com 
and Westminster on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2025 
compiler Charles Caron at 978-874-5649 or 
caronev@aol.com.

People may visit https://www.audubon.org/
community-science/christmas-bird-count to 
read about CBC history, science and data.

Juncos and snow 
The Brimfield resident noted a large flock 

of juncos about 40 the day before the Dec. 5 
snow storm. He said, “Storms a commin’ I 
looked out near where the feeding stations are 
located and where I spread mixed seed on the 
ground and a quick count resulted in 40 junco. 
And chickadees and titmice were constantly 
back and forth to the black oil sunflower seed 
feeder.” I also saw a large flock of juncos on 
my daughter’s lawn in Barre on that Wednes-
day.

Pond visits
The Brimfield resident makes frequent trips 

to ponds in his area. He found most of them 
frozen over on Dec. 4. He did count 12 hood-
ed mergansers at Holland Pond, a large group 
of mallards over 200 and three black ducks at 
Sherman Pond.

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-967-
3505, leaving a message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Coriander makes 
a great cookie

Today was the designated day to begin to 
bake like crazy. Personally, I wish we could 
cull the number, and honestly the sheer volume 
of Christmas cookies we make, but if the kids 
or my husband hear of that I will be banished 
to Grinch status.  

It’s a tradition to go through the recipes 
ahead of time and decide what cookies we’ll 
bake.  

One of my all-time favorites, and one I 
would never consider culling, is the corian-
der cookie. My family tried a sample at Old 
Sturbridge Village’s Christmas by Candlelight 
some years back and enjoyed it so much we 
added the recipe to our repertoire. Yummy in-
deed!  

You may be surprised to learn that Corian-
der sativum is the Latin name for two herbs. 
Confused? Most folks are when they learn that 
the seeds of this plant are called coriander, 

while the leaves are known as cilantro.  
Both have been used for culinary purposes 

since the beginning of time! All portions of the 
plant are edible but some argue that the green 
portion is barely that.  

Read on.
I liken cilantro to be the “marigold” of the 

herb world. Either you love it or you hate it. I, 
for one, immensely dislike it and if given the 
chance to pick it out of my salsa I will certainly 
do it! Even in a restaurant.  

I found it interesting to learn that some peo-
ple possess a genetically predisposed aversion 
to it, according to studies by Charles J. Wysoc-

ki of the Monell Chemical Senses Center in 
Philidelphia. 

To me it has a bitter taste that I have a hard 
time describing beyond that. Dirty?  Soil-like? 

Most people that do dislike it have a similar 
lack of descriptive ability; they just can’t put 
their finger on it, but they don’t like the taste…
or the smell of it.

As I mentioned, cilantro is often used in 
salsa and other Mexican, Asian and Italian 
dishes including curries, sauces, salads and 
soups. If you prefer to grow the plant more for 
its greens and less for its seeds, manage it as 
you would spinach.  

Sow seeds in the ground in the cool of the 
season and in succession every two weeks. It 
dislikes being transplanted but doesn’t mind 
pot culture. Harvest greens rather aggressively 
– about one-third of the plant at a time.  

Just like spinach, there are slow-to-bolt 
varieties to choose from such as aptly named 
“Slow Bolt” and “Longstanding.”  

Coriander seeds, on the other hand, have a 
pleasant (at least to me!)  fragrance once dried. 

Please see GARDEN, page 7
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Americans’ 

“uncle”
  4. Chair
  8. Ancient king-

dom
 10. Egyptian city
 11. Alaskan 

glacier
 12. One from 

Somalia
 13. Ancient 

alphabets
 15. Relating to 

vocabulary
 16. Small 

mongrels
 17. Natural 

settings
 18. Weekend en-

tertainments
 21. Line from 

which light 
seemingly 
streams

 22. Your own 

private code
 23. Swiss river
  24. Satisfaction
 25. A person’s 

brother or 
sister

 26. Folk singer 
DiFranco

 27. The Blonde 
Bombshell

 34. Kids’ school 
project

 35. Bluish 
greens

 36. Classifying
 37. Cube-sha-

ped
 38. Choo-choos
 39. Indian reli-

gious god of 
dissolution

 40. French de-
partment

 41. Leak into 
gradually

 42. Foundation

 43. Midway 
between south 
and southeast

CLUES DOWN
  1. Counterba-

lancing debt
  2. In slow tempo
  3. Glamorous 

city
  4. Japanese 

lute
  5. Makes law
  6. Informative 

book
  7. Animal’s body 

part
  9. American 

playwright
 10. Blood poiso-

ning
 12. Angels
 14. Sino-Soviet 

block (abbr.)
 15. Written 

account

 17. Unwelcome 
pest

 19. Saddle 
horses

 20. Type of 
gibbon

 23. Delta is one
 24. NE Massa-

chusetts cape
 25. Soup cracker
 26. Yes vote
 27. Muddy 

ground
 28. Physics ap-

paratus (abbr.)
 29. Type of drug
 30. German city
 31. Animal 

disease
 32. Martini 

ingredients
 33. Get away
 34. Spanish 

municipality
 36. Thrust a 

knife into

SPECIALIZING IN
Slate • Copper • Architectural Shingles • Gutters

Historical Restoration • Flat Roofing
Snow Removal

Snow/Ice Damage Repair

Tel. 413-283-4395
Cell 413-237-9434

www.RobertsRoofsInc.com

ROBERTS ROOFS

Trusted Name Since 1982

April

Wilbraham celebrates 
Easter at Bunny Breakfast

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Families visited the St. Cecilia Par-
ish Center from 8 to 11 a.m. on March 23 for this year’s 
Bunny Breakfast.

The event was presented by the GFWC Wilbraham 
Junior Women’s Club and supported by LUSO Federal 
Credit Union.

Throughout the morning, families enjoyed arts and 
crafts, face painting and temporary tattoo stations, raffle 
baskets, a photo with the Easter Bunny and a breakfast 
spread of pancakes, sausage, fruit, juice and coffee.

Lorie Bonavita, president of the GFWC Wilbraham 
Junior Women’s Club, explained the club has sponsored 
the event for over 25 years.

“It’s just great to see all of these families come to-
gether and have so much fun. Just to see the smiles on all 
of the kids’ faces,” Bonavita said. “It’s a great event. We 
just love having it every year for the families in town and 
the surrounding towns.”

Cailey Mingolla oversaw face painting, sharing she’s 
come to the event since she was a child.

“I used to look forward to it every year. It was always 
a lot of fun. We would stay here for the whole time and 
now I’m here face painting where I used to get my face 
painted,” Mingolla said.

Erica Pafumi saw the signs all over town advertising 
the event, coming with family to meet the Easter Bunny, 
enjoy the crafts and get temporary tattoos.

“I think it’s a great thing. I think there should be more 
events like this to bring knowledge to groups like that,” 
Pafumi said. “Because I never even heard of them be-
fore.”

Alicia Belden enjoyed how family-friendly the event 
was along with the friendly people, hearing about the 
event through her in-laws, who attend St. Cecelia Church. 

“You don’t really find that anymore, so it was really 
a nice event for smaller kids and even the older ones,” 
Belden said. 

To learn more, visit wilbrahamjuniorwomens.org.

File photo
Members of the Cannellos, Gray and Breglio Families 
pose for a photo with the Easter Bunny during this year’s 
Bunny Breakfast at the St. Cecilia Parish Center on 
March 23. 

Festivities include 
ribbon-cutting, donor 
reception and more

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - After 14 years 
of development, fundraising and 
challenges, the new senior center in 
Wilbraham has officially opened its 
doors.

The grand opening comes after 
the new senior center, located at 
250 Springfield St. behind the Town 
Hall, held its groundbreaking cere-
mony in February 2023 and, later, a 
soft opening to the community last 
month.

The new space is comprised of 
an information station, lounge space, 
a cafe area, a library, a large multi-
purpose room, a game room with 
two billiards tables, a fitness room, 
a wellness room for appointments, 
a commercial kitchen area and two 
activity rooms.

Outside, residents are greeted 
with an outdoor space with patio fur-
niture and bocce courts.

A donor reception was also held 
on April 19.

Donor Reception Reflections
Paula Dubord, director of elder 

affairs, said “small or large, every 
penny added up,” reflecting on the 
efforts of the Friends of Wilbraham 
Seniors to fundraise, led by the late 
Bob Page.

“The list of friends who have had 
a hand in fundraising and it is long 
and full of your neigh-
bors who believed in this 
project. Much like my 
14-year-long journey to 
get a new senior center 
built, they had their ups 
and downs, but they per-
sisted,” Dubord said.

Select Board Chairman Theresa 
Goodrich said, “The seniors are the 
foundation of Wilbraham.”

“This was long overdue and I’m 
so, so happy to see that this building 
is here today before us,” Goodrich 
said. 

Grand Opening
As Master of Ceremonies Den-

nis Lopata led the grand opening 
ceremony, State Sen. Jake Oliveira 
(D-Ludlow) stressed the importance 
of investment, dedication and per-
severance as he presented a citation 
from the State Senate.

“This community has consistent-
ly invested in both its children with 
its school system and its seniors with 
this beautiful building behind us,” 

Oliveira said. “This is an investment 
the community made, but also an in-
vestment made by all the donors and 
people who aren’t here today.”

After the ribbon was cut by Du-
bord and Lopata, Matt Villamaino, 
president of the Friends of Wilbra-
ham Seniors, was at a loss for words 
on the senior center being officially 
open to Wilbraham.

“It goes to the dedication of dif-
ferent people and we all believed 
in one thing and that was we need 
and want a good senior center in our 
town, and today we have it,” Villa-
maino said.

New Wilbraham
Senior Center officially opens

After years of planning the new Wilbraham Senior Center was opened at 
the Ribbon Cutting April 20. (From left) Dir. of Elder Affairs Paula Dubord 
cuts the ribbon with the help of Building Committee Chairman George 
Fontaine while Rep. Angelo Puppolo and Sen. Jake Oliveira look on. File 
photo 

The scent is easier to pin-point too; nutty 
and spicy (ever so slightly) come to mind.  

Coriander seed is also well known in 
various ethnic cuisines and is a favorite in 
spice blends, curry being the most popu-
lar. It is also used in the making of a num-
ber of distilled spirits and herbal liqueurs, 
and cookies.  

It’s funny that I can like one part of 
the plant and not the other. Coriander seed 
can be eaten whole, crushed or powdered.

The Herb Society noted that during 
World War II the seeds were coated in 
white or pink sugar and thrown from 
carnival wagons, earning the name “con-
fections” or “confetti!”  When the seeds 
were replaced by balls of colored paper 
the name confetti stuck. Take this one to 
your next game of Cruise 
Ship Trivia!

It is easy to harvest the 
seeds. Simply let the heads 
dry to brown right on the 
plant. Clip them and place 
inside a paper bag; as they 
dry further they will open 
and the seeds will pop out.  

Even if you are only in-
terested in harvesting the 
seeds, multiple plantings 
(or a big garden patch) 
are necessary to get a de-

cent-sized harvest.  
No matter how you like your Cori-

ander sativum, sow the seeds in a sunny, 
well-drained spot in place for the best 
success. If you let a few drop their seed 
each year, chances are you will be blessed 
with volunteers. 

Enough writing, I have four batches of 
cookies to get in the freezer!  

Merry Christmas to all of my garden-
ing friends out there!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massachusetts. For 33 
years she has held the position of staff 
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

GARDEN from page 6
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BRAND BUILDING…MAKE YOUR BUSINESS A HOUSEHOLD NAME!   
Advertise your LOCAL Business in our LOCAL Newspapers with LOCAL News, LOCAL Stories and LOCAL Advertisers!

Turley Publications is a local, family- owned business based in Palmer.  We publish 12 weekly community newspapers, covering the towns of Western, Mass. 
We focus on local hometown news and stories each week rather than publishing regional news.  

This means when our readers pick up a copy of their local newspaper, they will be reading about what is happening in their hometown and local community 
and they will be seeing ads from local businesses.  Turley Publications & The Wilbraham-Hampden Times, we are your hometown newspaper! 
Email Jocelyn Walker,  Advertising Representative, jwalker@turley.com for more information about our affordable advertising programs!

LET US HELP YOU MAKE 2025 A GREAT YEAR!
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By Kristin Rivers

Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Hampden Po-

lice Association and the Hampden 

Fire Department hosted a toy drive 

to support local families and Bright-

side for Families and Children.

The toy drive ran from Dec. 2 

through 14, with the community 

dropping off new, unwrapped toys 

at the police station, fire station and 

Monson Savings Bank.

On Dec. 14, the toy drive culmi-

nated in a Stuff the Cruiser/Fill the 

Fire Truck event outside Bethlehem 

Church from 1 to 4 p.m.

Santa Claus also stopped by 

from 2 to 3 p.m. to hear what chil-

dren wanted for Christmas, with the 

children receiving free candy canes 

and firefighter hats.

Reserve Police Officer Todd 

Schneider explained he, Ofc. Wil-

liam Jacques and Sgt. Thomas Yvon 

got together for the event--now in 

its second year-- and the three of 

them wanted to support Brightside.

“This is fantastic support. We 

did not expect to go over a cruis-

er,” Schneider said. “Last year, we 

did it just in the fire station with no 

Santa and we were able to fill up all 

the tables in the training room with 

toys and then those were delivered. 

This year, we decided that because 

of all of the attention we got from 

the town and the support that we 

got from the town, we decided to 

partner with Brightside before the 

event. That way, we knew where the 

toys were going to go and who we 

would be helping out.”

Schneider said teaming up with 

the fire department came together 

after the Public Safety Night Out in 

October.
“Through that partnership--at 

the end of it--I mentioned that we 

were going to be getting into a toy 

drive and they absolutely jumped 

on board with great support here 

and they brought two fire trucks, 

two apparatus, six people. It’s been 

awesome,” Schneider said.

On choosing Brightside, Schnei-

der said a friend reached out to him 

about needing a place to go with 

toys and mentioned the organiza-

tion.
“They do so much for the fami-

lies that they take care of. Not only 

the families of the sick that are at 

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

Members of the Hampden Police Department and Hampden Fire Department pose with Edna Rodriguez, director 

of Brightside for Families and Children and director of Behavioral Health for Mercy Medical Center and Brightside, 

and Santa Claus with the many toy donations received during this year’s Toy Drive. 

Reed Honored 
with Gold Cane

By Patricia Sullivan

Correspondent

WILBRAHAM—Frank L. Reed, Jr., Wilbraham’s old-

est citizen, was recently recognized with the town’s Bos-

ton Post gold cane. Reed will turn 104 on December 23.

The gold-headed ebony cane, first bestowed upon 

Wilbraham’s oldest male resident in 1909, is on perma-

nent display at the Wilbraham Senior Center. Reed was 

presented with a plaque to celebrate his longevity and 

years of residence in the town on October 29, 2024. 

After nearly 80 years of living in Wilbraham, Reed es-

pecially loves the sweeping views of the valley—from 

Westover Air Reserve Base to Bradley International Air-

port—that he sees from his home on the mountain. The 

higher, the better, he says.

Upon receiving the gold cane, Reed shared his person-

al wisdom on living well for more than a century: Don’t 

get over-stressed. Walk everyday and watch your weight, 

he advises. He does not smoke, but enjoys one cocktail a 

night. 
Reed was born in 1920 and raised in Palmer, Mass. 

During World War II he served in the U.S. Army Air Force 

as a pilot. After the war he married Jean Kempton—also 

of Palmer—in 1945 and moved to Wilbraham to be closer 

to the family business.

The Reeds built their first house at 14 Merrill Road in 

Wilbraham. While residing there, they had all five of their 

children: Loring K. Reed, JoAnn Reed Novak, Jeffrey C. 

Reed, Jennifer Reed Marshall and Jay Reed. 

The family moved to Ridge Road in 1965. 

The family business, Utility Manufacturing on Boston 

TTooyy  DDrriivvee

Submitted photos the Reed Family

Frank L. Reed, Jr., with three of his five children. From 

left: Loring K. Reed, Frank L. Reed, Jr., JoAnn Reed Novak 

and Jay Reed.

By Hannah Yeasley

Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - The halls of 

Wilbraham United Church filled 

with holiday shoppers on Satur-

day, Dec. 14 for the 14th Annual 

Holly Fair. 
Over 80 local vendors set up 

booths, selling everything from 

jewelry and homemade head-

bands to flavored marshmallows 

and homemade maple syrup. 

The Fair began at 9 a.m. and 

ran until 3 p.m. In addition to 

shopping options, there was also 

live music, hot food, raffle items 

and the highly anticipated Cookie 

Walk.
Upon entry, guests were 

greeted by the volunteers behind 

the raffle table, where they could 

purchase tickets and drop them 

in one of over 80 baskets. A vast 

majority of the winnable items were donated 

by vendors that had booths at the fair. 

Guests also received a paper directory that 

laid out which booths were in which rooms; 

the Fair used all three floors of the church, as 

well as rehearsal spaces and the large perfor-

mance hall. 
Signs were posted in hallways and stair-

wells, directing shoppers to food, shopping or 

the Cookie Walk. 
The Cookie Walk is a huge draw for the 

Wilbraham United Church hosts Annual Holly Fair

Photos Courtesy of Chrissy Plumb 

The group of Cookie Angels working the 

Cookie Walk. From left to right: Judy Marek, 

Nan Bernard, Chrissy Plumb (back), Sandy 

Harris, Candy Dearborn, Jo Miner, Poppy 

Nelson, and Gail Lima. Some were there to 

take money and tickets, others were there to 

keep the cookies organized, and others’ jobs 

were to tie off the boxes with a cute ribbon 

bow once they were full. All of them are WUC 

members.

Please see TOY DRIVE, page 22
Please see REED, page 7

Please see HOLLY FAIR, page 23
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Board of Selectmen votes not to appeal lawsuit ruling
By Kristin Rivers

Editor
krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Board of Selectmen voted on Aug. 
7 to not appeal the ruling for the Garvey v. Hampden 
Lawsuit (Self-Storage).The deadline to appeal--if the board had moved for-
ward with an appeal--would have been Aug. 8.Chair Don Davenport explained he sent the town at-
torney their questions and received responses, with one 
question he had focused on the potential for the appeals 
court to award damages to the plaintiff if the town loses 
the appeal.

“He said the standard for an award of double fees and 
costs is generally whether there was no reasonable basis 
for accepting a reversal under current well-settled law. 
It is high standard which courts are generally reluctant 
to apply, especially against the municipality,” Davenport 
said. “That being said, there is a legitimate risk and a 
near guarantee that any appeal process will involve extra 
costs of fighting about that issue, which will drive up le-
gal costs in writing even if we prevail. I think it’s a 50/50 
question of whether an appeals court would grant this re-
lief here. It’s essentially left the appeals court with broad 

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com
WILBRAHAM - Deputy Fire Chief Peter Nothe officially retired from the fire department after 37 years of service to the town on Aug. 9.

Nothe also served for 36 years in the Monson Fire Department and also served as a volunteer firefight-er.
In a retirement celebration at the fire department surrounded by family, friends and members and 

retirees from Wilbraham and sever-al neighboring fire departments in-cluding the towns of Monson, Lud-low, Palmer, Longmeadow and East Longmeadow, Nothe was honored for his many years of fire service and dedication to the community.Select Board Chair Sue Bunnell reflected on Nothe’s career, where he began working at Bill’s Sonoco in Monson in June 1977 and then obtained his national certification as an emergency medical technician on May 24, 1978, becoming a fire-fighter/EMT for the Monson Fire Department in April 1979 and later 

applying to become a firefighter in Wilbraham on January 8, 1987.From there, Bunnell said Nothe was appointed by the Select Board--known then as the Board of Se-lectmen--in 1987 and reported for duty on November 9, working his way through the ranks and later be-coming fire captain on July 1, 2008, and deputy fire chief on February 28, 2017, also serving as acting fire chief when called to do so.She added how Nothe “has up-held his oath of serving the people 

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers
The Board of Selectmen will not move forward on an 
appeal to the Garvey v. Hampden Lawsuit (Self-Storage) 
after a meeting on Aug. 7. 

Deputy Fire Chief Peter Nothe retires

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

Deputy Fire Chief Peter Nothe and Ludlow Fire Department Assistant Fire Chief Jeffrey Lavoie pose for a photo 

during Nothe’s retirement celebration on Aug. 9. Nothe also served 36 years in the Monson Fire Department and 

also as a volunteer firefighter. 

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The Friends of Wilbraham Seniors returned to Manny’s on Boston Road on Aug. 10 for their $500 worth of lottery tickets fundraiser event.The Friends raised nearly $500 during the two-day event, with proceeds going towards the senior center.
With a full lotto tower on dis-play with last year’s scratch-offs, the Friends connected with peo-ple as they stopped by, sharing about the fundraiser and what the Friends does to support the senior center.

The drawing for the $500 lotto raffle prize takes place on Aug. 24 at 3 p.m. on the front porch of the senior center. The senior center itself will not be open that day.
Participants who may want to 

take part the day of will have a chance when last-minute draw-ings for the raffle open at 1 p.m. the same day.

Dee Mitchell, the corre-sponding secretary for the Friends, said tickets for the raffle can be purchased at the senior center or mailed in, with a fund-raising goal set at $5,000.“I’ve been very happy with the results and the towers seem to sell themselves and local businesses--the banks--have been very good about letting us display at Monson Savings and Country Bank and we appreciate that,” Mitchell said. “We meet a lot of nice people and we invite them to come to the new senior center if they haven’t attended.”Mitchell expressed gratitude for the community support.“It’s great. The communi-ty--and not just Wilbraham, but surrounding communities too-

-have been very supportive of that and many of our members at the senior center come from sur-

rounding communities and take part in the programs that we have to offer,” Mitchell said.

On what the Friends have been up to since the new se-nior center opened on April 20, Mitchell shared in addition to their current fundraiser, there have been dine-outs at Krazy Jake’s.
She added another dine-out is planned at Uno’s--date to be de-termined--and the Annual Holi-day Bazaar is coming up on Nov. 23 at the senior center.“We’ll have raffles, we’ll have bake sales, a light lunch that can be purchased. Santa will be there listening to Christmas wishes and Miss Deb is going to be reading holiday stories,” Mitchell said. “We also hope to have a couple of community representatives with different or-ganizations--nonprofits and all that--will be there. We’re look-ing forward to it it’s always pop-ular. We have between 25 and 30 

Friends of Wilbraham Seniors hosts fundraiser

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers  

From the left, Lisa Coolidge, Kari Mongeau, store manager at Manny’s, 
Chuck Pelouze and Dee Mitchell, corresponding secretary for the 
Friends of Wilbraham Seniors, pose for a group photo on Aug. 10.

Please see NOTHE, page 4

Please see SELECTMEN, page 7

Please see FRIENDS, page 9
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By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The community 
gathered at Crane Veteran Memorial 
Park on May 26 to commemorate Me-
morial Day.

This year’s ceremony was dedicated 
to U.S. Navy Veteran Roy Scott, a se-
nior chief, who passed away on May 7.

Director of Veteran Services Jered 
Sasen stressed how freedom is not free 
and throughout the nation’s history, 
“there has been a heavy cost involved 
in the preserving of our way of life” 
and the nation has shouldered the cost 
“for many generations of men and 
women who’ve fought and died for 
freedom’s sake.”

“Today, it is up to us to make sure 
the legacy of our nation’s fallen is 
passed on from this generation to the 
next and to all generations beyond,” 
Sasen said. 

State Rep. Angelo Puppolo, Jr. 
(D-Springfield) thanked the communi-
ty for attending the ceremony, saying, 
“We owe a great debt of gratitude to all 
the American Patriots who put country 
first, before self, before their families 
and sacrifice their lives so we can con-
tinue to live free in this great nation.”

Select Board Chair Sue Bunnell 
thanked Sasen for pointing out the fall-
en members are, also, being honored 
and celebrated at the ceremony.

“Those opportunities and freedoms 
wouldn’t exist without the sacrifices 

endured by folks who were conscript-
ed, drafted and currently are volunteer-
ing for this most arduous and danger-
ous of duty of protecting freedom, and 
they do it anyway,” Bunnell said. 

Vietnam Veteran John “Smiley” 
McLaughlin served as a military po-
liceman during his 13 months of ser-
vice, sharing he comes to all the vet-
erans events.

“It’s a great good-sized crowd here. 
Wilbraham has a good contingent of 
people that come out to all these cer-

emonies,” McLaughlin said.
Sasen encourages the community 

to remember what Memorial Day is 
about while they take time to celebrate 
at the barbecues and during the three-
day holiday weekend.

“Just give it a moment. Let’s thank 
God that these people did exist and 
let’s thank God for the freedoms that 
we enjoy,” Sasen said.

Parade canceled due to 
weather

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - Showers and thun-
derstorms did not deter residents 
from gathering together to commem-
orate Memorial Day.

However, due to the forecast, 
this year’s Memorial Day Parade was 
canceled and activities moved in-
doors, including the hot dog and ice 
cream socials from the fire and police 
departments, the Bad News Jazz and 
Blues Orchestra sponsored by the 
Hampden Cultural Council’s perfor-
mances and arts and crafts through 
the library.

The Garden Club’s Memorial 
Day Plant Sale and the Memorial Day 
Craft Fair outside Federated Commu-
nity Church continued outdoors with 
tents.

Jered Sasen, VFW 9397 quarter-
master, said the intent of the day “is 

not to speak about the glory of battle 
or pay homage to the heroes or icons, 
but rather reflect on the person behind 
the deed” and “remember that all of 
our fallen comrades for who they ac-
tually were: people just like us.”

“We must remember and reflect 
on the lives they left behind. The 

next-door neighbors and the kids 
that lived down the block. They were 
high school quarterbacks, cheerlead-
ers and class clowns. Some of them 
were teachers, police, firefighters and 
plumbers and physicians. They were 
of every race, creed, color, they came 
from every corner of our great nation 
and from countries around the world 
as well. Together, they defended, pro-
tected and advanced the cause of free-
dom,” Sasen said.

Brigadier General Daniel Begin, 
a Hampden native, shared when he 
watched the parade and observance 
ceremony growing up, the American 
flags along Main Street resonating 
with him.

“On this day, it is important to 
acknowledge the family members that 
still grieve for their individual loss, be 
it a service member killed in action or 
still missing in action. The mothers, 
fathers, husbands, wives, brothers 
and sisters whose family members 
went off and fought for their country 
and never returned. They have our 
heartfelt condolences,” Begin said.

Residents read the names of heroes memorialized at Crane Veteran 
Memorial Park. The four columns have names of those who served during 
World War I, World War II, Korea and Vietnam. File photo

Wilbraham marks Memorial Day at Crane 
Veteran Memorial Park

Jered Sasen, VFW 9397 
quartermaster, accepts this year’s 
Memorial Day wreath from Hampden 
Garden Club President Lil Fedora on 
Memorial Day. File photo

Hampden commemorates Memorial Day in 
observance ceremony

A group photo of Class of 2024 President John 
Fitzgerald, Vice President Emily Esteves, Secertary 
Katherine Tzoumas, Communications Officer McKenzie 
Murray and 2024 President of the Massachusetts 
Association of Student Councils Abyssinia Haile on 
graduation day. File photo

MRHS 2024 class 
celebrated at 
graduation

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Minnechaug Regional High 
School’s Class of 2024 was celebrated on graduation 
day at Symphony Hall in Springfield on June 7.

This year’s valedictorian is Siena Dansereau, who 
had a 4.84 GPA and will be attending Worcester Poly-
technic Institute and the salutatorian is Katja Wurm, 
who had a 4.81 GPA and will be attending Bryn Mawr 
University.

2024 Class President John Fitzgerald reflected on 
the past four years as like a book, filled with unfamiliar 
characters, the taking off of masks--literally and figura-
tively--after returning to campus post-pandemic, inde-
pendence and responsibility and stepping up to senior 
year.

Fitzgerald said how the class “each tried to write the 
best final chapter of our book.”

 “We are all Falcons forever and must always re-
member to challenge, honor, adapt and understand and 
grow in everything that we do. Thank you everyone and 
go Chaug!” Fitzgerald said.

School Committee Chair Michal Boudreau stressed 
how the graduates are entering a world where their curi-
osity, creativity and compassion “are needed now more 
than ever.”

“You have the power to impact lives positively, in-
spire change and make a difference. You’ve already 
demonstrated this by already supporting classmates, 
volunteering in your community and standing up for 
what you believe,” Boudreau said.

2024 President of the Massachusetts Association of 
Student Councils Abyssinia Haile’s speech, titled “What 
I Wish I Knew in High School,” had her pondering the 
musical family of Tizita, which can be described as 
homesickness, a reminder that the exact moment will 
never happen again, or at least, not in the same way, 
telling graduates to hold on to the memories of family, 
friends and high school.

“So, go forth, do great things and hold on to the good 
high school brought to us all,” Haile said.

 Principal Stephen Hale ended his principal’s address 
with these words.

“As you look back on our district and at Minnechaug, 
always remember us as loving you. I love you and con-
grats to the Class of 2024,” Hale said.

June

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - A Commu-
nity Preservation Act project for 
pickleball court lighting and seat-
ing was defeated at Annual Town 
Meeting on June 3.

The proposed project, labeled 
Article 36, would have transferred 
$165,000 from the FY2025 Com-
munity Preservation Undesignat-
ed Fund Balance to provide light-
ing and seating for the pickleball 
courts at Memorial School.

When John Hegarty asked for 
an explanation on why the Finance 
Committee did not recommend 
this, Finance Committee Chair 
Kevin Hanks explained, “It’s less 
about the project and more about 
the fate of the building.”

“So, it happens to be about 
pickleball lighting, but it’s really 
about the fate of the building itself 
and the property,” Hanks said.

Hegarty favors the proposal, 
sharing the town approved fund-
ing for the pickleball courts at last 
year’s town meeting and the pro-
cess is moving forward.

“I think that we should have 
lighting and seating and I don’t 
see that as an exorbitant expense 
and since we’re already spending 

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Local and 
state authorities are investigating 
after three people were found 
dead on Main Street in a sus-
pected murder-suicide on June 
18.

The Hampden County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office identified 
the three victims as Sima Setian 
Pariseau, 56, Dylan Pariseau, 
27, and Peter Donaldson, 56, on 
June 19.

Donaldson was believed to 
be Sima Setian Pariseau’s do-
mestic partner, while Dylan 
Pariseau was her son.

All three victims were resi-
dents of Wilbraham.

A brief press conference was 
held across the street from the 
house at Green Acres Fruit Farm 
later that day with Hampden 
District Attorney Anthony Gull-
uni and Police Chief Ed Lennon.

“An individual who has ac-
cess to the home was famil-
iar with the decedents came to 
check on the residents and made 
this discovery,” Gulluni said. 
“The entire scene is within--as 

CPA project for pickleball courts and 
lighting defeated at Annual Town Meeting

Three people found dead on Main Street
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By Kristin Rivers

Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Hampden Po-

lice Association and the Hampden 

Fire Department hosted a toy drive 

to support local families and Bright-

side for Families and Children.

The toy drive ran from Dec. 2 

through 14, with the community 

dropping off new, unwrapped toys 

at the police station, fire station and 

Monson Savings Bank.

On Dec. 14, the toy drive culmi-

nated in a Stuff the Cruiser/Fill the 

Fire Truck event outside Bethlehem 

Church from 1 to 4 p.m.

Santa Claus also stopped by 

from 2 to 3 p.m. to hear what chil-

dren wanted for Christmas, with the 

children receiving free candy canes 

and firefighter hats.

Reserve Police Officer Todd 

Schneider explained he, Ofc. Wil-

liam Jacques and Sgt. Thomas Yvon 

got together for the event--now in 

its second year-- and the three of 

them wanted to support Brightside.

“This is fantastic support. We 

did not expect to go over a cruis-

er,” Schneider said. “Last year, we 

did it just in the fire station with no 

Santa and we were able to fill up all 

the tables in the training room with 

toys and then those were delivered. 

This year, we decided that because 

of all of the attention we got from 

the town and the support that we 

got from the town, we decided to 

partner with Brightside before the 

event. That way, we knew where the 

toys were going to go and who we 

would be helping out.”

Schneider said teaming up with 

the fire department came together 

after the Public Safety Night Out in 

October.
“Through that partnership--at 

the end of it--I mentioned that we 

were going to be getting into a toy 

drive and they absolutely jumped 

on board with great support here 

and they brought two fire trucks, 

two apparatus, six people. It’s been 

awesome,” Schneider said.

On choosing Brightside, Schnei-

der said a friend reached out to him 

about needing a place to go with 

toys and mentioned the organiza-

tion.
“They do so much for the fami-

lies that they take care of. Not only 

the families of the sick that are at 

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

Members of the Hampden Police Department and Hampden Fire Department pose with Edna Rodriguez, director 

of Brightside for Families and Children and director of Behavioral Health for Mercy Medical Center and Brightside, 

and Santa Claus with the many toy donations received during this year’s Toy Drive. 

Reed Honored 
with Gold Cane

By Patricia Sullivan

Correspondent

WILBRAHAM—Frank L. Reed, Jr., Wilbraham’s old-

est citizen, was recently recognized with the town’s Bos-

ton Post gold cane. Reed will turn 104 on December 23.

The gold-headed ebony cane, first bestowed upon 

Wilbraham’s oldest male resident in 1909, is on perma-

nent display at the Wilbraham Senior Center. Reed was 

presented with a plaque to celebrate his longevity and 

years of residence in the town on October 29, 2024. 

After nearly 80 years of living in Wilbraham, Reed es-

pecially loves the sweeping views of the valley—from 

Westover Air Reserve Base to Bradley International Air-

port—that he sees from his home on the mountain. The 

higher, the better, he says.

Upon receiving the gold cane, Reed shared his person-

al wisdom on living well for more than a century: Don’t 

get over-stressed. Walk everyday and watch your weight, 

he advises. He does not smoke, but enjoys one cocktail a 

night. 
Reed was born in 1920 and raised in Palmer, Mass. 

During World War II he served in the U.S. Army Air Force 

as a pilot. After the war he married Jean Kempton—also 

of Palmer—in 1945 and moved to Wilbraham to be closer 

to the family business.

The Reeds built their first house at 14 Merrill Road in 

Wilbraham. While residing there, they had all five of their 

children: Loring K. Reed, JoAnn Reed Novak, Jeffrey C. 

Reed, Jennifer Reed Marshall and Jay Reed. 

The family moved to Ridge Road in 1965. 

The family business, Utility Manufacturing on Boston 

TTooyy  DDrriivvee

Submitted photos the Reed Family

Frank L. Reed, Jr., with three of his five children. From 

left: Loring K. Reed, Frank L. Reed, Jr., JoAnn Reed Novak 

and Jay Reed.

By Hannah Yeasley

Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - The halls of 

Wilbraham United Church filled 

with holiday shoppers on Satur-

day, Dec. 14 for the 14th Annual 

Holly Fair. 
Over 80 local vendors set up 

booths, selling everything from 

jewelry and homemade head-

bands to flavored marshmallows 

and homemade maple syrup. 

The Fair began at 9 a.m. and 

ran until 3 p.m. In addition to 

shopping options, there was also 

live music, hot food, raffle items 

and the highly anticipated Cookie 

Walk.
Upon entry, guests were 

greeted by the volunteers behind 

the raffle table, where they could 

purchase tickets and drop them 

in one of over 80 baskets. A vast 

majority of the winnable items were donated 

by vendors that had booths at the fair. 

Guests also received a paper directory that 

laid out which booths were in which rooms; 

the Fair used all three floors of the church, as 

well as rehearsal spaces and the large perfor-

mance hall. 
Signs were posted in hallways and stair-

wells, directing shoppers to food, shopping or 

the Cookie Walk. 
The Cookie Walk is a huge draw for the 

Wilbraham United Church hosts Annual Holly Fair

Photos Courtesy of Chrissy Plumb 

The group of Cookie Angels working the 

Cookie Walk. From left to right: Judy Marek, 

Nan Bernard, Chrissy Plumb (back), Sandy 

Harris, Candy Dearborn, Jo Miner, Poppy 

Nelson, and Gail Lima. Some were there to 

take money and tickets, others were there to 

keep the cookies organized, and others’ jobs 

were to tie off the boxes with a cute ribbon 

bow once they were full. All of them are WUC 

members.
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Board of Selectmen votes not to appeal lawsuit ruling
By Kristin Rivers

Editor
krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Board of Selectmen voted on Aug. 
7 to not appeal the ruling for the Garvey v. Hampden 
Lawsuit (Self-Storage).The deadline to appeal--if the board had moved for-
ward with an appeal--would have been Aug. 8.Chair Don Davenport explained he sent the town at-
torney their questions and received responses, with one 
question he had focused on the potential for the appeals 
court to award damages to the plaintiff if the town loses 
the appeal.

“He said the standard for an award of double fees and 
costs is generally whether there was no reasonable basis 
for accepting a reversal under current well-settled law. 
It is high standard which courts are generally reluctant 
to apply, especially against the municipality,” Davenport 
said. “That being said, there is a legitimate risk and a 
near guarantee that any appeal process will involve extra 
costs of fighting about that issue, which will drive up le-
gal costs in writing even if we prevail. I think it’s a 50/50 
question of whether an appeals court would grant this re-
lief here. It’s essentially left the appeals court with broad 

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com
WILBRAHAM - Deputy Fire Chief Peter Nothe officially retired from the fire department after 37 years of service to the town on Aug. 9.

Nothe also served for 36 years in the Monson Fire Department and also served as a volunteer firefight-er.
In a retirement celebration at the fire department surrounded by family, friends and members and 

retirees from Wilbraham and sever-al neighboring fire departments in-cluding the towns of Monson, Lud-low, Palmer, Longmeadow and East Longmeadow, Nothe was honored for his many years of fire service and dedication to the community.Select Board Chair Sue Bunnell reflected on Nothe’s career, where he began working at Bill’s Sonoco in Monson in June 1977 and then obtained his national certification as an emergency medical technician on May 24, 1978, becoming a fire-fighter/EMT for the Monson Fire Department in April 1979 and later 

applying to become a firefighter in Wilbraham on January 8, 1987.From there, Bunnell said Nothe was appointed by the Select Board--known then as the Board of Se-lectmen--in 1987 and reported for duty on November 9, working his way through the ranks and later be-coming fire captain on July 1, 2008, and deputy fire chief on February 28, 2017, also serving as acting fire chief when called to do so.She added how Nothe “has up-held his oath of serving the people 

Turley photo by Kristin Rivers
The Board of Selectmen will not move forward on an 
appeal to the Garvey v. Hampden Lawsuit (Self-Storage) 
after a meeting on Aug. 7. 

Deputy Fire Chief Peter Nothe retires

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

Deputy Fire Chief Peter Nothe and Ludlow Fire Department Assistant Fire Chief Jeffrey Lavoie pose for a photo 

during Nothe’s retirement celebration on Aug. 9. Nothe also served 36 years in the Monson Fire Department and 

also as a volunteer firefighter. 

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The Friends of Wilbraham Seniors returned to Manny’s on Boston Road on Aug. 10 for their $500 worth of lottery tickets fundraiser event.The Friends raised nearly $500 during the two-day event, with proceeds going towards the senior center.
With a full lotto tower on dis-play with last year’s scratch-offs, the Friends connected with peo-ple as they stopped by, sharing about the fundraiser and what the Friends does to support the senior center.

The drawing for the $500 lotto raffle prize takes place on Aug. 24 at 3 p.m. on the front porch of the senior center. The senior center itself will not be open that day.
Participants who may want to 

take part the day of will have a chance when last-minute draw-ings for the raffle open at 1 p.m. the same day.

Dee Mitchell, the corre-sponding secretary for the Friends, said tickets for the raffle can be purchased at the senior center or mailed in, with a fund-raising goal set at $5,000.“I’ve been very happy with the results and the towers seem to sell themselves and local businesses--the banks--have been very good about letting us display at Monson Savings and Country Bank and we appreciate that,” Mitchell said. “We meet a lot of nice people and we invite them to come to the new senior center if they haven’t attended.”Mitchell expressed gratitude for the community support.“It’s great. The communi-ty--and not just Wilbraham, but surrounding communities too-

-have been very supportive of that and many of our members at the senior center come from sur-

rounding communities and take part in the programs that we have to offer,” Mitchell said.

On what the Friends have been up to since the new se-nior center opened on April 20, Mitchell shared in addition to their current fundraiser, there have been dine-outs at Krazy Jake’s.
She added another dine-out is planned at Uno’s--date to be de-termined--and the Annual Holi-day Bazaar is coming up on Nov. 23 at the senior center.“We’ll have raffles, we’ll have bake sales, a light lunch that can be purchased. Santa will be there listening to Christmas wishes and Miss Deb is going to be reading holiday stories,” Mitchell said. “We also hope to have a couple of community representatives with different or-ganizations--nonprofits and all that--will be there. We’re look-ing forward to it it’s always pop-ular. We have between 25 and 30 

Friends of Wilbraham Seniors hosts fundraiser

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers  

From the left, Lisa Coolidge, Kari Mongeau, store manager at Manny’s, 
Chuck Pelouze and Dee Mitchell, corresponding secretary for the 
Friends of Wilbraham Seniors, pose for a group photo on Aug. 10.

Please see NOTHE, page 4

Please see SELECTMEN, page 7

Please see FRIENDS, page 9
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By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - A Commu-
nity Preservation Act project for 
pickleball court lighting and seat-
ing was defeated at Annual Town 
Meeting on June 3.

The proposed project, labeled 
Article 36, would have transferred 
$165,000 from the FY2025 Com-
munity Preservation Undesignat-
ed Fund Balance to provide light-
ing and seating for the pickleball 
courts at Memorial School.

When John Hegarty asked for 
an explanation on why the Finance 
Committee did not recommend 
this, Finance Committee Chair 
Kevin Hanks explained, “It’s less 
about the project and more about 
the fate of the building.”

“So, it happens to be about 
pickleball lighting, but it’s really 
about the fate of the building itself 
and the property,” Hanks said.

Hegarty favors the proposal, 
sharing the town approved fund-
ing for the pickleball courts at last 
year’s town meeting and the pro-
cess is moving forward.

“I think that we should have 
lighting and seating and I don’t 
see that as an exorbitant expense 
and since we’re already spending 

over $300,000 to put the courts 
in, I think that the players should 
have seating and lighting,” He-
garty said. 

Donald Flannery doesn’t know 
how much the lighting is going to 
cost at Memorial School, sudden-
ly directly addressing Hanks.

“Let me tell you something 
that you don’t have to worry 
about. You don’t have to wor-
ry about this $8 million thing 
that they proposed for Memorial 
School because we got it declared 
as a historic building,” Flannery 
said. 

Town Moderator Jane Clark 
spoke up.

“I think there’s a point of order 
that it doesn’t refer specifically to 
the motion at hand,” Clark said.

When Finance Committee 
member Mike Mazzuca said one 
of the things that came up was Ar-
ticle 97, Community Preservation 
Committee Chair Tracey Plantier 
explained what this means. 

“So, for something like Me-
morial School, if it’s protected as 
recreation property--if we decide 
to do something different with the 
property--then that property has 
to be replaced by another same 
quality property. Same size, same 
quality,” Plantier said. 

On whether Article 97 applies, 
Town Administrator Nick Breault 
reiterated how the CPC Funds 
have already been used.

“So, if we’re going to dispose 
of that property in the future--if 
Article 97 applies--then we al-
ready have that issue with that en-
tire property. But we won’t know 
that unless and until we’re going 
to dispose of that property. That’s 
the opinion of counsel,” Breault 
said. 

After residents raised their 
cards for the vote, Clark then de-
clared, “The nays have it.”

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - Local and 
state authorities are investigating 
after three people were found 
dead on Main Street in a sus-
pected murder-suicide on June 
18.

The Hampden County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office identified 
the three victims as Sima Setian 
Pariseau, 56, Dylan Pariseau, 
27, and Peter Donaldson, 56, on 
June 19.

Donaldson was believed to 
be Sima Setian Pariseau’s do-
mestic partner, while Dylan 
Pariseau was her son.

All three victims were resi-
dents of Wilbraham.

A brief press conference was 
held across the street from the 
house at Green Acres Fruit Farm 
later that day with Hampden 
District Attorney Anthony Gull-
uni and Police Chief Ed Lennon.

“An individual who has ac-
cess to the home was famil-
iar with the decedents came to 
check on the residents and made 
this discovery,” Gulluni said. 
“The entire scene is within--as 

far as we know at this point--851 
Main Street in Wilbraham.”

Two residents, who wished 
to remain anonymous, shared 
they saw the cruisers earlier that 
morning and, later on, saw de-
tectives show up at the house.

“(We) figured it probably 
wasn’t a good thing. Definite-
ly something scary considering 
being in this town. This stuff 
doesn’t happen,” they said.

They added what took place 
was “definitely unfortunate, 
definitely a tragedy.”

In a Facebook post from June 
18, St. Gregory Armenian Apos-

tolic Church in Indian Orchard 
paid tribute to the Pariseaus, 
who were members and heavily 
involved in the church.

“Both Sima and Dylan were 
devoted members of the Saint 
Gregory Armenian Apostolic 
Church, with Sima serving as the 
vice chair of the Board of Trust-
ees for several years. Sima’s 
vibrant personality and unwav-
ering support made her a men-
tor and source of inspiration for 
the church community. She was 
a beacon of light for her family 
and friends,” they said. “Dylan, 
a Saint Gregory Church Sunday 
School graduate and lifelong 
church community member was 
often found by his mother’s side 
helping and supporting in every 
way possible.”

Since their tragic passings, 
the Pariseaus have been re-
membered fondly by family 
and friends, including by es-
tablishing the “Follow Your 
Passion” Science Scholarship 
in Dylan Pariseau’s honor. The 
scholarship was organized by 
family, friends and the Wil-
braham-Hampden Scholarship 
Foundation.

CPA project for pickleball courts and 
lighting defeated at Annual Town Meeting

Donald Flannery voices his 
support for the lighting and 
seating at the pickleball courts 
during Wilbraham’s Annual Town 
Meeting on June 3. File photo

Local and state police, along with 
medical examiners, conducting 
their investigation outside 851 
Main St. in Wilbraham after a 
suspected murder-suicide on 
June 18.  File photo

Three people found dead on Main Street

Week-long camp wraps up 
with finale celebration

By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - On July 12, chil-
dren stepped into St. Cecilia’s Church 
for the last time as part of their week-
long vacation Bible Camp Program “St. 
Cecilia’s Summer Adventure: Diving 
into Friendship with God.” 

Rosemary Oldread is the director of 
the Bible camp and is also the director 
of youth education and activities at St. 
Cecelia’s. 

“We wanted a place for the kids to 
come back in the summer and enjoy 
themselves and have fun, and show 
them that St. Cecilia’s, their church, 
is a place for them to be all the time, 
not just for Mass. But a place to come 
and gather with their friends and have 
a good time and learn songs and we’re 
doing crafts. And we felt it was really 
important that they had a place of their 
own here at St. Cecilia’s,” Oldread said.  

Fr. John Connors was ecstatic about 
the camp. This was an event that he 
wanted the church to run ever since he 
came to St. Cecilia’s. 

“During the summer it’s an oppor-
tunity for us to continue our outreach to 

the children of the Parish. And we give 
them an opportunity and a fun kind of 
way to explore not only our faith in a 
deeper way, but also to have fun doing 
it,” Connors said. 

Along with the children, there were 
many high school counselors for the 
camp, including Minnechaug seniors 
Paul Diehl and Ryan Oldread, junior 
Margaret Fulton and sophomore Leah 
LoMascolo. 

“A lot of them have had a chance to 
interact with people from other grades 
because the groups are mixed with dif-
ferent grades. So, then it is good for 
them to make new friends with people 
they don’t know and aren’t used to be-
ing around,” LoMascolo said.

By Hannah Yeasley
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - Racers gathered at 
Soule Road Elementary School on July 
21 to run the 8th Annual Knights of Co-
lumbus Scholarship 5K. 

The event aims to raise money to 
grant college scholarships to local high 
school seniors. 

This fundraiser initially began in 
2005 as the Peach Festival Road Race, 
and some participants have been along 
for the ride since then. 

One participant, Molly Caltabiano, 
is a member of St. Cecilia’s Parish. She 
has followed the Knights of Columbus 
event since it was the Peach Festival 
Road Race.

“This is only our second year doing 
this specific 5K, but we love coming to 
events like this,”  Caltabiano said. “It 
creates a sense of community, especial-
ly raising money for local kids.”

The first-place finisher was Bran-
don Carpe, a physical education teacher 
from Simsbury, Connecticut. He fin-
ished in just 19 minutes and 16 seconds, 
and his age group was 40-60. This is the 
second year Carpe has finished this 5K 
in first.

“Obviously as a phys-ed teacher, 
running a 5K is a great way to stay in 
shape,” said Carpe said. “And I’m a 
high school teacher, so anything that 

supports high schoolers is an interest of 
mine, even if they’re not ones I know 
directly.”

Kevin Pfefferle finished behind 
Carpe with a time of 20 minutes and 10 
seconds, placing second overall but first 
in the 60+ age group.

The third person to finish was Sofia 
Galvan, with a time of 20 minutes and 
49 seconds. Galvan was the first female 
to finish, and first in her age group of 
under 20 years old. 

“I run a lot of 5Ks,” Galvan said. 
“So, traveling to one that supports stu-
dents is a good feeling, since I am a stu-
dent myself.”

More information about the Knights 
of Columbus and their activities can be 
found at kofcwilbraham.com and their 
Facebook page.

July

Submitted photos Carolee McGrath 
A group photo of all the students and 
volunteers on their last day of camp.

Children connect over faith, fun 
at St. Cecilia’s Bible Camp 

The race begins for this year’s Knights 
of Columbus College Scholarship 5K. 
File photo

Racers gather for 8th Annual
K of C College Scholarship 5K
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Your Retirement is literally 
Right Around The Corner

• Located in Post Office 
Park, Wilbraham

• Helping clients live 
 their best financial life 

since 1965
• Accomplished, Friendly 

and Professional
• Contact us for a
 no-fee consultation

at

Securities offered through LPL Financial.  Member FINRA/SIPC.  Advisory services offered through
Trombley Associates, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.
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Wilbraham, MA  01095
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Tree Trimming and Removal
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Crane Service • Firewood Delivery

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
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162 Sturbridge Road, Brimfield, MA 01010
508-641-5249 • office@robinsontreeservice.net
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Applicant withdraws plans 
one week later

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN - The Conservation Com-
mission unanimously voted to deny the 530 
Glendale Road Solar Project on July 17.

The discussion was continued from the 
June 25 meeting.

The project originates from a special 
permit application from Glendale Road De-
velopment LLC to allow for the construc-
tion of a 4.92 megawatt-ac ground-mount-
ed solar facility with energy storage and 
associated access driveways, with site 
grading and utilities located at the address.

The facility in question will be an ag-
ricultural-mounted system with an interior 
array of areas maintained as pasture fields 
for grazing sheep, cattle and chickens to be 
managed by Ledge Valley Farm.

The applicant for the project is Rory 
Walker, president of ZeroPoint Energy 
Consultants.

The project has been a hot-button issue 
in town, with many residents expressing 
concerns about noise, battery energy stor-
age, the parking of commercial vehicles, 
protection of wildlife and concerns about 

impacts on water supply and stormwater.
In an unexpected twist one week later, 

a request to withdraw the application with-
out prejudice or continuance was filed and 
later approved by the Planning Board on 
July 24.

Conservation Commission Co-Chair 
Judy McKinley Brewer had cautioned the 
residents not to get too excited about this 
denial.

“There’s about a 50/50 chance that DEP 
will make revisions and accept it, but one 
good thing about that would be they would 
monitor it,” McKinley Brewer said. “I’m 
sure it will be appealed and it still has to 
go, in any case, through the Planning Board 
and the Board of Health and the (Board of 
Selectmen). So, even if DEP reinstates it, 
it’s not a done deal.”

Walker later appeared via Zoom along 
with his attorney, Adam Costa, for the 
withdrawal request.

“So, the right thing to do--the most ef-
ficient thing to do--seemed to be to with-
draw the application and, again, go back to 
the drawing board. What the future might 
bring, we don’t currently know, but, at this 
time, we don’t intend to pursue the cur-
rent application or the current project in its 
present form,” Costa said.

Walker later returned to the Planning 
Board on Sept. 25 with a revised proposal. 
What happens next is to be determined. 

By Hannah Yeasley
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - The Brooks Room 
at the library temporarily transformed 
into a zoo on Aug. 1 with a visit from 
Wildlife on Wheels through the Forest 
Park Zoo.

Sponsored by The Friends of the 
Wilbraham Public Library, members of 
the community had the opportunity to 
meet and learn about some interesting 
friends at the Wildlife on Wheels event. 

The event, according to Jaime Hage-
man, the children’s librarian, is in con-
junction with the theme for their sum-
mer reading program.

“The theme is Read, Renew, Re-
peat,” Hageman said. “It’s all about 
conservation.”

Stephanie, the lead educator at For-
est Park Zoo, brought five different ani-
mal species for the event.

The five animals were Aero, a Blue-
Tongued Skink, Linguini, a corn snake, 
Piros, an Argentine Tegu, Meatball, a 
Lionhead Rabbit, and an African Spur 
Tortoise named Sully.

Stephanie has been with the Forest 
Park Zoo for years and travels for all 
kinds of events like birthday parties, 
classrooms and senior centers. 

“The really young kids or the older 
adults seem to have the most interest, so 
most of our events target audiences in 
those age ranges,” said Stephanie. “The 
zoo is closed during the wintertime, but 
the animals still get taken out for adven-
tures all year round.”

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - School Committee 
voted 6-1 on Aug. 22 to enter negotiations 
with Hampden’s Board of Selectmen 
to return Thornton W. Burgess Middle 
School to them by June 30, 2025.

Hampden Board of Selectmen Chair 
Don Davenport explained a letter was sent 
to the committee about this and the lease 
requires that “if there’s any modification 
on the lease or amendment on the lease 
that it has to be in a written agreement” 
between the school district and Hampden.

“So, I’d like to pursue that this evening 
and actual-
ly have you 
take a vote 
to proceed 
with us ne-
gotiating a 
change of 
the lease 
to release 
T h o r n t o n 
B u r g e s s 
School to 
the Town of 
H a m p d e n 
by June 30, 
2025,” Dav-
enport said.

A f t e r 
M i c h a e l 
T i r a b a s s i 
asked Su-
p e r i n t e n -
dent Dr. 
John Pro-
vost if the 
commit tee 
“would be 
prepared” to 
enter nego-
tiations, he 
r e sponded 
yes.

“At this 
point, we 
would be 
looking to 
have stu-
dents moved 
by second 

semester and we would have staff ready to 
be moved at any time, really, during that 
time,” Provost said. 

Vice Chair Sean Kennedy asked this.
“John, do we have a full plan on what 

the reorganization of the HWRSD would 
look like for facilities for the coming fu-
ture?” Kennedy said.

Provost replied, “If the question has to 
do with the future status of eighth grade 
and things like that,” we “sort of have 
started to pursue as a result of where 
things ended up (during) that discussion 
last year.”

Kennedy next asked, “So, any of the 
future options that are left, would any of 
them possibly include TWB or not?”

Provost said, “At this point, no.”
Davenport said his hope is the new 

lease agreement would be signed on Sept. 
19, which would only include Green 
Meadows Elementary School after it’s 
signed.

Timothy Collins expressed concerns.
“We already don’t have enough room 

in our middle schools and giving up a po-
tential school building at this point in time 
doesn’t seem to make a whole lot of sense 
to me,” Collins said.

Tirabassi said Hampden “is making a 
very reasonable request.”

“We’re not using the building. It’s 
definitely a valuable resource to the com-
munity of Hampden and the region and, if 
we’re not using it, we should do our part 
to our partners and turn the building back 
over to them,” Tirabassi said.

On Oct. 10, lease amendment agree-
ments were approved, officially returning 
the control of TWB to Hampden.

August

A close-up of Linguini, the corn snake. 
File photo

Wildlife on Wheels visits
Wilbraham Public Library

ConCom unanimously rejects 530 
Glendale Road Solar Project

The School Committee voted to enter 
negotiations with Hampden’s Board of 
Selectmen to return Thornton W. Burgess 
Middle School during their Aug. 22 
meeting. File photo

School Comm. to enter negotiations 
with Hampden Selectmen



The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMESJanuary 2, 2025 Page 11

acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportssports@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS www.sports.turley.com

SPORTS
Longtime referee Lavoie 
wins MIAA award

LUDLOW – Last month, long-time referee Joe La-
voie was recognized as the MIAA Football Official of the 
Year. According to information provided, Lavoie joined 
the Western Mass Football Officials Association (WM-
FOA) in 1974 (51 years) as a junior at AIC in Springfield, 
MA.

Lavoie was a 3-year starter for Milt Piepul’s 8-1 
(‘75) AIC Yellowjackets. He was selected All-New En-
gland Honorable Mention by the AP and Boston Herald 
(‘75), and selected to the ECAC team of the week versus 
Northeastern University.

After college, Lavoie taught and coached football in 
Ludlow for Steve Marino and subsequently in Agawam 
for Roger LeClerc, before joining private industry as a 
computer systems programmer/analyst. Retired from 
MassMutual with 30-plus years of service.

He was a 1971 graduate of Ludlow High School play-
ing football for Chick Patullo and baseball for Bill Mul-
lins.

In high school, he was selected All-Suburban League 
and All-Western-Mass as a tri-captain for Chick Patullo, Jim 
Cavallo, Dave Dzuira, and Joe Andreis, who instilled the 
love of football, hard work, and fair play into their teams.

Turley photo by Gregory A. Scibelli
Referee Joe Lavoie (center) officiates with his crew on 
a rainy Thanksgiving morning at Agawam High School 
this year.

Falcons get
revenge on 
Lions in 
rematch

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WEST SPRINGFIELD—After beginning 
the regular season with an overtime loss to 
Berry Division rival Ludlow on Dec. 14, the 
Minnechaug Regional hockey players had a 
little bit of extra motivation when they faced 
the Lions again a week later.

The Falcons, who never trailed in the sec-
ond match-up, escaped with a 3-2 victory at 
the Olympic Ice Center in West Springfield 
on Dec. 21. 

“This is a huge win for us because we 
just earned two points towards qualifying for 
the Western Mass. tournament,” said Min-
nechaug senior alternate captain Ben Daniels, 

who scored what turned out to be the game winning 
goal at the end of the second period. “We dominated 
last week’s game, and it killed us losing to them in 
overtime. We used it as a little bit of extra motivation 
coming into today’s game.”

The state power rankings have been used to deter-
mine which hockey teams qualified for the Western 
Mass. Class A tournament during the past couple of 
years.

The qualifications for the 2025 Western Mass. 
tournament have been changed.  

The top four hockey teams in the Berry Division 
standings will qualify for the Western Mass. Class A 
tournament. A team earns two points for a win and 
one point for a tie.

Enzo Hrycay hustles up the ice.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Dom Fiorentino navigates through traffic.

Falcons fall
to Terriers

WEST SPRINGFIELD – 
Prior to the holiday weeks, 
Minnechaug Regional High 
School wrestling had its first 
dual meet of the season. The 
Falcons were defeated at West 
Springfield 55-22.

Ryan Ice tries to keep his advantage at 132 pounds. Kai Lee goes for a takedown at 138 pounds.
William Vezina tries to go 

high and avoid a takedown.
Lincoln Stiles 
grapples in 
the 150-pound 
match.

Finn Ngyen get 
their match 

started at 157.

Turley photos by 
Gregory A. Scibelli

Please see FALCONS, page 12 Please see LAVOIE, page 12
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“Because of the way the Western 
Mass. Class A playoffs is now set up our 
Berry Division games are now a little bit 
more important,” said Minnechaug head 
coach Kyle Bousquet. “The seedings are 
now determined by points instead of the 
power rankings. We did get a point in last 
week’s game because we lost to Ludlow 
in overtime. This week, we earned two 
points with the win, and they didn’t get 
any points.”   

While the Falcons evened their overall 
and league record at 1-1, the Lions had a 
2-2 overall record and a 1-2 league mark. 

After defeating Agawam and Min-

nechaug in their first two regular season 
matches by a goal, the Lions, who co-op 
with Belchertown High School, suffered 
back to-back one goal losses to East 
Longmeadow and Minnechaug.

“We didn’t play very well in the first 
two periods of today’s game,” said Lud-
low head coach Paul Rivest. “We just 
weren’t ready to play hockey, and we 
allowed them to dictate the pace of the 
game. This is another frustrating loss.” 

Neither team had very many scoring 
chances during the first ten minutes of the 
opening period.

The Falcons took a 1-0 lead at the 
11:12 mark following a goal from junior 
Dom Fiorentino, which was assisted by 

sophomore Nick O’Sulli-
van, who’s earned his first 
varsity point.

With ten seconds re-
maining in the first peri-
od, Daniels had a break-
away opportunity, but he 
couldn’t get a shot attempt 
off.

Ludlow also had two 
breakaway chances during 
the first minute of the sec-
ond period.

After stealing a pass 
less than ten seconds into 
the period, senior Char-
lie Fijal, who’s one of 
the Belchertown players 
listed on the Lions hock-
ey roster, fired a shot that 
deflected off Minnechaug 

freshman goalie Chase Fol-
li (10 saves), who made his 
first varsity start.   

Freshman Matt Lafley 
was the Falcons starting 
goalie in the season opener.

“This is the first time 
that I’ve had two freshmen 
starting goalies during my 
coaching career,” Bousquet 
said. “Chase played very 
well in today’s game and earned his first 
varsity win. Matt played well in last 
week’s game. Both of them are solid goal-
ies.”

Another breakaway chance by junior 
Nick Deroin sailed wide of the net. 

The third time was a charm for the 
Lions, as junior A.J. Stupak put the puck 
into the net which tied the score 55 sec-
onds into the period. Junior captain Sean 
Kefalas was credited with the assist. 

The score remained deadlocked at 1-1 
for the next nine minutes.

The Falcons retook the lead when 
sophomore Liam Faneuff put a shot into 
the net past Ludlow sophomore goalie Pe-
ter LeBorgne (15 saves) for a power-play 
goal with 5:32 left in the second period. 

Minnechaug’s second goal was assist-
ed by the duo of senior captain Brayden 
O’Sullivan and Fiorentino.

A little more than two minutes later, 
O’Sullivan assisted on Daniels goal which 
gave the Falcons a 3-1 lead entering the fi-
nal 15 minutes of regulation.

“That was my first goal of the sea-
son,” said Daniels, who’s a school choice 

student from Monson. “I saw the puck 
bounce off the goalie and I was able to 
finish it off.” 

Daniels, who also plays golf and base-
ball, has been a member of the Falcons 
varsity hockey team since he was a soph-
omore.

“I love going to school at Min-
nechaug,” Daniels added. “It has also 
been a lot of fun being a member of this 
hockey team the past couple of years.” 

The Ludlow faithful supporters 
thought their team had scored a goal less 
than three minutes into the final period, 
but the referee blew his whistle halting 
the play.

Kefalas blasted a shot into the net at 
the 10:10 mark, which closed the gap to 
3-2. That goal was assisted by sophomore 
Evan Dias.

The Falcons had a power-play for the 
final two minutes of regulation, but they 
couldn’t score another goal, but Folli 
didn’t allow the tying goal down at the 
other end of the ice.

FALCONS from page 11

As an official, he was elected presi-
dent of the WMFOA in 1993, and started 
and taught a first, second, third-year of-
ficial’s training class, and game sign-in 
requirement for new officials to attend 
pre-games and work the chains in varsity 
games. That process is still in effect today. 
In 1994, amended the training classes to 
have a separate class for first-year offi-
cials and started instructing the second and 
third-year officials’ class, and still instruct 
that class today.

Among his many accomplishments, 
he officiated numerous MIAA playoff and 
championship games around the state and 
at Gillette Stadium. He joined the Western 
Mass Basketball Officials Association in 
1980, was elected board President in 2013, 
subsequently elected sec-treasurer from 
2015-2017. He still officiates basketball 
games.

Lavoie earned a CAGS from Spring-
field College, an MS in management from 
RPI Hartford, and an MBA from Western 
New England College. He has taught busi-
ness and computer systems courses at HCC 
for over 25 years.

Lavoie has been married to high school 
sweetheart, Edna (Robertson) Lavoie, for 
over 45 years, and has three wonderful 
sons. Two sons live and work in Boston, 
and one son lives in Longmeadow and is an 
attorney in Springfield.

LAVOIE  from page 11

SPRINGFIELD  — The Springfield 
Thunderbirds (13-13-2-1) could not es-
cape a furious push by the Bridgeport 
Islanders (7-19-2-2) in a high-flying 
7-5 contest on Saturday night inside the 
MassMutual Center.

The Islanders tried to spoil the T-Birds 
debut for rookie netminder Will Cranley 
when Liam Foudy opened the scoring 
on a rebound to the goaltender's right at 
7:36. 

Springfield would be tested after the 
Islanders went to a power play at the 
13:04 mark, but captain Matthew Peca 
took matters into his own hands to change 
the tide. After skating out of his zone with 
possession, he challenged a forward wide 
on the left side before surprising Henr-
ik Tikkanen with a short-side snapper to 
tie the score, 1-1, on Springfield's second 
shorthanded tally of the season. Peca's 
tally was his team-leading 12th of the 
campaign and second in as many nights.

Peca was in the middle of things again 
just 5:04 later, weaving into the offensive 
end to create a 2-on-1 outnumbered at-
tack. This time, Peca played the role of 
playmaker, laying a perfect pass to the 
blade of Matt Luff in the right circle. 
With no wasted movement, Luff one-
timed it past a sliding Tikkanen, giving 

Springfield the 2-1 lead with just 1:26 left 
in the frame. Peca's assist was his 100th 
as a member of the T-Birds, making him 
the first player in club history to hit the 
100-assist plateau.

The Islanders gave a glimpse of what 
was to follow in the middle period when 
Tyce Thompson one-timed a slapper off 
the post and off Cranley to tie the game, 
2-2, at 3:15 of the second period, as the 
T-Birds were scrambling to get back into 
position.

The T-Birds' special teams had the 
next notable moment just 2:09 later, as 
Marcus Sylvegard beautifully spotted 
Luff on a pass from the left corner to 
the top of the crease, allowing the veter-
an winger a tap-in for his second of the 
night to restore the Springfield lead, 3-2, 
at 5:24. 

After a rare stretch of scoreless hock-
ey on this evening, the Islanders found 
their way to a tie score again when Matt 
Maggio surprised Cranley with a quick 
wrister from the left circle off a setup 
from Grant Hutton, evening the game, 
3-3, at 14:20.

Before the T-Birds could escape the 
onslaught, the Islanders got their second 
lead of the night at 19:06, when a poor 
Springfield line change set up a 3-on-2 

for Bridgeport. Gemel Smith neatly left 
a puck for Foudy near the crease, and the 
veteran winger had an open net for his 
second of the night and a 4-3 Islanders 
lead after 40 minutes.

Midway through what had been a qui-
et third period, the T-Birds power play 
connected for a second time as Sylvegard 
deflected an attempt from Aleksanteri 
Kaskimaki over Tikkanen's shoulder, and 
the game was tied again, 4-4, at 10:04 of 
the third.

Despite their scrappiness to get back 
even, the T-Birds could not salvage a 
point on this night, and Maggio capped 
his four-point night with a corner-picking 
wrister at 16:20, which gave Bridgeport 
a 5-4 lead. Cole Bardreau added an emp-
ty-net tally at 18:45 to push the lead to 
6-4.

That Bardreau tally proved pivotal 
when Hunter Skinner found the net from 
the right side with 25 seconds to play, 
trimming the margin back to 6-5. Ulti-
mately, however, the T-Birds ran out of 
time, and with the clock about to expire, 
Marc Gatcomb flung a clearing effort into 
the empty cage to round out the scoring. 
Cranley finished his T-Birds debut with 
35 saves, while Tikkanen escaped with 
his first win in six tries with 31 stops.

Isles outlast T-Birds in 7-5 track meet

Ryan Donovan makes his way up the ice. Jake Moore heads toward the goal.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Anthony Garib looks to send the puck deep.

Chase Folli tries to make a save.
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September

By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - The Hamp-
den-Wilbraham Regional School 
District opened its doors for the 
2024-2025 school year on Aug. 
29, with Minnechaug 
Regional High School 
awake and prepared ear-
ly in the morning for the 
day ahead. 

Principal Steve Hale 
was at the community 
entrance welcoming all 
the students, new and 
returning. 

“We’re excited and 
anxious, all the big emo-
tions are on the first day 
of school,” Hale said. 
“Hopefully everyone 
comes back with a great attitude and 
have some fun, to engage in their 
learning, prepare themselves for the 
future. And as far as new, we are 
very excited about our ‘Vision of 
the Graduate’ that we’re continuing 
to roll out this year.”

Assistant Principal Joanne 
White welcomed everyone to the 
celebration, introducing the Min-
nechaug Student Council Executive 
Board: Co-Presidents Mackenzie 
DaFonsaca and Ryan Oldread, Vice 
President Ethan Purcell, Secretary 
Abdullah Khan, Communications 
Officer Brayden O’Sullivan, Trea-
surer McKenna Hale, Junior Dele-
gates Hannah Donovan and Rich-
ard Hale, and WMASC, or Western 
Massachusetts Association of Stu-
dent Councils, Delegate Evan Liv-
erseidge. 

White then introduced all of the 
new faculty members to the school, 
where they walked to the center of 
the football field and shook hands 
with the executive board. 

Once the formalities were fin-
ished, it was time for the festivities.  

Regarding the school year, espe-
cially as a senior, Oldread said this.

“I’m excited for all the senior 
stuff that I’m going to be participat-
ing in, and planning all of it espe-
cially as a senior will be very cool!” 
Oldread said.

DaFonsaca was also excited. 
“As student council co-presi-

dent and a member of the graduat-
ing class, I am more than excited 
for this school year as my e-board 
and I have many great events and 
improvements we can’t wait to in-
troduce to the student body. Being 
a senior means a lot to me as I’ve 
watched my friends and classmates 
take the stage at graduation and set 
off to accomplish great things, so to 
have the honor to graduate with the 
class of 2025, I am more than grate-
ful,” DaFonsaca said. 

Vendors set 
up shop for 
Fall Craft Fair 

By Hannah Yeasley
Correspondent

hannah.yeasley@gmail.com

HAMPDEN - The first Craft 
Fair of the fall was held in the 
parking lot at Village Food Mart in 
Sept. 14 beginning at 10 a.m. and 
running until 3 p.m.

Many folks that were there are 
craft fair veterans, including SLS-
Designs owner Stacey Specht. 

“It’s nice to see so many people 
come out,” Specht said. “The craft 
fair in April was one of my most 
successful ones ever.”

Addie Janas is a sixth-grader at 
Wilbraham Middle School and set 
up a booth at Saturday’s event with 
the help of her grandmother, Sherry 
Turowsky. 

She has been making bracelets 
for over a year, and recently decid-
ed to turn it into a business. 

“I started last August, and I just 
was making so many for fun and 
then my family and my friends 
started asking for customized ones, 
so I figured why not do that for oth-
er people as well,” Janas said.

According to Janas’ grand-
mother Sherry Turowsky, the deci-
sion to make Saturday’s craft fair 
their first one was a fairly simple 
one. 

“We’ve been thinking about 
doing one for quite some time,” 
Turowsky said. “This one was free 
to join and you just have to bring 
your stuff and stay the whole time, 

so we figured why not see how it 
goes.”

Saturday’s event was the second 
one since Village Food Mart came 
under new ownership a year and a 
half ago.

Nick Line, the head of market-
ing at Village Food Mart, organized 
both the spring fair and this fall fair. 

“It’s nice to get the community 
out here, especially to encourage 
folks to shop local,” Line said. “We 
have even more people for this one 
than we did in the spring, and we’re 
hoping with each fair we get bigger 
and bigger.”

The plan, according to Line, is 
to have one each spring and one 
each fall, with the dates for the next 
one still to be determined. 

By Patricia Sullivan
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - A crowd of delighted 
pickleball players surged onto Wilbraham’s 
six new outdoor pickleball courts immediate-
ly after the Parks and Recreation Department 
opened them to the public on Oct. 18. 

The courts are located behind Memorial 
School on Main Street in Wilbraham.

“How many years have we been waiting 
for this? And it’s finally happening!” said 
Deana Burzenski of Wilbraham.

In remarks at the opening ceremony, Bryan 
Litz, Parks and Recreation director, acknowl-
edged the long process involved in building the 
courts. He thanked the Wilbraham Communi-
ty Preservation Committee, the Playground 
and Recreation Commission and the Wilbra-
ham Friends of Recreation for their support.

Construction of pickleball courts was ap-
proved for a different location at the 2022 
Wilbraham Town Meeting and approved again 
for the Memorial School location at the 2023 
Town Meeting. The project was then delayed 
due to concerns about the future of the Memo-
rial School building, but ground was broken 
soon after the Select Board voted to move the 
project forward in June 2024.

The cost to build six courts and make mi-
nor improvements to the adjacent parking area 
was $376,000. Community Preservation Act 
funds covered $300,000 of the cost and the 
nonprofit Wilbraham Friends of Recreation 
funded the remaining $76,000. 

Gagliarducci Construction of Springfield 
was the project’s contractor.

P.J. Cambo, member of the Playground and 
Recreation Commission, praised Gagliarducci 
Construction’s attention to detail. 

“The courts are another jewel in the crown 
of Wilbraham’s recreation facilities,” Cambo 
said.

Wilbraham-based pickleball instructor 
Dennis Windoloski admired the court’s con-
struction. “The colors are great and there’s 
plenty of room to move,” Windoloski said. 

The courts are free to use and will be open 
to the public until winter weather sets in. Open 
play at Memorial School’s two indoor courts 
will continue until spring. 

Daily indoor pickleball passes, available 
at the Parks and Recreation office, are $3 for 
Wilbraham residents and $4 for non-residents.

By Amanda Munson
Correspondent

HAMPDEN - The most asked teen pro-
gram—the Teen Halloween Party—was back, 
haunting the library on Oct. 26 with pizza, 
snacks and a limitless amount of candy, only 
the start of the spirited time the youth had be-
fore the mysterious night began.

The pizza was donated by Casa Bella. 
After dark, the library was decked out 

through the hallway and the Sheila R. Flynn 
Teen Center into an area the teens would en-
joy. 

Young Adult Librarian Maxine Girard, one 
of the organizers of the party, brought up the 
need and demand for programs like these for 
this age group.

“We try to have programs that meet the in-
terest of our teens. It’s become the hub for our 
teens in the area, there aren’t a lot of spaces 
here for them. The Halloween party is some-
thing that our teens seem to look forward to,” 
Girard said. “We have been continuing to do it 
because it’s popular. Musical chairs, the lim-
bo, and toilet paper mummies are a big hit. We 
have a few activities mixed into the opportu-
nity for teens to be social, dress up, and have 
fun. It’s a super welcoming space that is safe.”

Meeting up with Library Page Gracen 
Moriarty, a young adult collaborator with 
Girard, and para, he talked about his involve-
ment in teen programs at the library.

“Libraries are a social area, they are a place 
to come together, especially in Hampden. We 
don’t have a lot of those for this age group. I 
advocated having a virtual reality console and 
a Nintendo switch. Kids come in and see that 
we have video games and start playing, then 
another kid will come up and they start play-
ing together,” Moriarty said. 

October

MRHS celebrates first day 
of school with pep rally

Students participate in a hula hoop contest during 
the pep rally at Minnechaug Regional High School 

to kick off the first day of school. File photo

Art Tipaldi and John Devine go for a shot 
down the middle. File photo

New Pickleball Courts open

Stacey Specht, Owner and Graphic 
Artist at SLSDesigns, stands with 
one of her sweaters that reads 
“Silly Goose University”. She had 
this print in t-shirts, sweaters, 
and a long-sleeve t-shirt could be 
special-ordered for no extra cost. 
File photo

Teens were encouraged to play video games, 
hang out with new friends and participate 
in party games like musical chairs, toilet 
paper mummies and limbo during the Teen 
Halloween Party. File photo

Thrills and chills at Teen Party

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-589-7564 Office ❖ 413-589-7588 Fax ❖ 413-531-5360

Wilbraham Troop 359 
hosting bottle & can drive

WILBRAHAM - Wilbraham Troop 359 will have 
their Bottle & Can Drive on Sat, Jan. 4, 2025 from 8 
a.m. to Noon. 

It will be held in the St. Cecilia’s Church parking 
lot. All donations to Troop 359 provide support to-
ward camping equipment and supplies, program ma-
terials, registration and activity fees throughout the 
year. People come to the troop’s bottle & can drives 
year after year. The generous community support and 
donations are greatly appreciated.

Women’s Club 
meeting

WILBRAHAM - The St. Cecil-
ia Catholic Women’s Club January 
meeting takes place on Tuesday, 
Jan. 21 from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m.

Card and Game Party Lun-
cheon: Come enjoy an afternoon of 
card playing and board games fol-
lowing a delicious lunch and des-
sert. A raffle with many prizes is 
held. It’s a great way to spend your 
day while raising money for our 
charitable 
contribu-
tions. The 
public is 
invited!! 
Hope to 
see you 
there!
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald 
Roy (860) 874-8396

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall 
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES. 
Interior painting/staining, wallpaper 
removal, wall/ceiling resurfacing, cab-
inet painting. Quality workmanship, 
fully insured. Free estimates. Call 413-
896-8264.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing 
in residential roofs & repairs, chim-
ney repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-
566-5596/413-433-5073. Lic. 
#105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free 
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s 
Comp. Remove them before the wind 
takes them down. Cordwood, stump 
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212.

AUTO FOR SALE
2010 HYUNDAI SONATA
138,400 miles. Well-cared for 

and in good condition.
$2,500/OBO – MUST SELL.
Please call (541) 654-6007,

leave message.

ENGLISH SPRINGER SPANIEL 
MALE, liver tri-colored. current on 
shots, soft temperament. $100. 413-
596-8190.

The Town of Oakham is seeking 
an experienced municipal Treasurer/
Collector. 15 hours a week, negotia-
ble pay based on experience. Please 
send resumes to admin@oakham-
ma.gov.

TOWN OF BLANDFORD 
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT

The Town of Blandford is seeking a 
qualified individual for the position of 
Highway Superintendent. Salary range 
starting at $75,000-$80,000+ negotia-
ble based on experience/skills. 

Please visit our website 
TownOfBlandford.com 

or email Administrator@Townof-
Blandford.com 

for more information.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

BEDROOMS(s) 
AVAILABLE NOW:

4BR/2BA house in peaceful Palmer 
neighborhood, flexible terms. $925 in-
cluding utilities/parking. Pets/420 ok. 
Friendly live-in landlady. Women/NBs 
only. Email your situation/preferences: 
deirdre@mit.edu

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES PETS

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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November

Sasen also honored on his 
final Veterans Day ceremony

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The community 
gathered at Crane Park Veteran Memorial 
on Nov. 11 to celebrate Veterans Day.

Noting how it was his final Veterans 
Day as he heads for a new role with the 
Massachusetts Execu-
tive Office of Veterans 
Services, Jered Sasen, 
director of Veterans Ser-
vices, said serving Wil-
braham “has been one 
of the greatest honors of 
my life.” 

“I want you to know 
that while my role may 
be changing, my dedi-
cation to you and to all 
veterans remains stead-
fast. As I carry forward, 
I will take the lessons I’ve 
learned here--inspired by 
each of you--and will 
continue the work we be-
gan together,” Sasen said.

State Rep. Angelo Puppolo Jr. 
(D-Springfield) said Veterans Day “is a 
promise that our nation does not take their 
sacrifices for granted.”

“Veterans are examples for all of us. 
They do not take freedom for granted. 
They know freedom’s true cost, they 
know the names and faces of the men and 
women who’ve paid for it,” Puppolo said. 

Puppolo later presented a citation 

from the State House of Representatives 
to Sasen.

Select Board Chair Sue Bunnell hon-
ored Sasen for his dedication to the town 
and its veterans.

“I will tell you it’s been an absolute 
joy to see the grace with which he has as-
sumed the mantle of public speaking and 
organizing events and, most important-
ly, really ensuring that the veterans with 
whom he has interacted have received all 
the benefits that they might be entitled to, 
including many of which they were com-

pletely unaware,” Bunnell said. 
Air Force Veteran Kathleen Kennedy 

was named the 2024 Veteran of the Year 
and received a citation from the State 
House of Representatives, the State Sen-
ate and a plaque on behalf of the town and 
Department of Veterans Services. 

“I think it reflects change in our coun-
try. People are beginning to realize the 
importance of veterans and what they 
did,” Kennedy said. 

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

HAMPDEN – The proposed renovation 
and expansion for the Hampden Senior 
Center was defeated again at the Special 
Fall Town Meeting at Thornton W. Burgess 
Middle School on Nov. 12.

The latest defeat came after two defeats 
at the Annual Town Meeting on May 13, 
the ballot box on May 20 and after this 
year’s Special Fall Town Meeting was post-
poned from its original Oct. 29 date due to 
overcapacity.

The vote would have appropriated 
$5.96 million—a reduction from the $6.6 
million originally proposed—by borrow-
ing, authorizing the Treasurer--with the 
Selectboard’s approval--to issue any bonds 
or notes that may be necessary for the pur-
pose of renovating and expanding the se-
nior center.

It, also, would have been contingent 
upon approval of a Proposition Two and 
a Half Debt Exclusion, allowing the town 
to raise the money needed to repay its bor-
rowing share outside the limits established 
by the proposition.

After 30 plus minutes of discussion, Joe 
Green presented an amendment to the orig-
inal motion to appropriate an amount not to 
exceed $1.872 million to cover the cost of 
renovating the senior center.

Town Moderator Richard Green ex-
plained after discussion on the amendment, 
a majority vote on the amendment would 
be taken.

“If majority passes, we will go to a two-
thirds vote on the new number,” Green said.

Selectboard Member John Flynn refer-
enced the prior votes, telling the residents 
to remember how the last vote required a 
two-thirds vote.

“So, the majority of people here in at-

tendance in May did vote for it. It was suc-
cessful. It just didn’t make the documented 
two-thirds and then, I think as it was said, it 
went to a vote afterwards and for whatever 
reason, people weren’t sure about the im-
pact of the vote. It didn’t pass there,” Flynn 
said.

Randy Rivest later proposed a motion 
to go to a secret ballot, which was defeated 
by a majority vote in both the cafeteria and 
the gymnasium.

The vote on the amended motion to 
reduce the number from $5.96 million to 
$1.872 million was defeated by a majority 
vote in both the cafeteria and the gymna-
sium.

After being counted manually, the final 
count was 108 yes, 172 no, with the per-
centage at .38 or 38%. Therefore, it was 
defeated by a two-thirds vote in both the 
cafeteria and gymnasium.

December

By Amanda Munson
Correspondent

HAMPDEN- The Annual Tree Light-
ing in front of the Hampden Town House 
on Dec. 1 attracted a crowd that was ready 
to see Santa and Mrs. Claus, sing along to 
Christmas carols with the Green Meadows 
Singers, view the beautiful tree lighting, 
and support the Girl Scouts Food Drive. 
Families with young children were happy 
to meet up with neighbors, friends, and 
families to enjoy the cold and activity filled 
night. 

The sense of community and pride felt 
at the tree lighting was shared by every-
one, especially Selectboard Member John 
Flynn.

“I’ve been attending this tree lighting 
since I was a kid. It’s a ritual, rite of pas-
sage, all the words you want to use. It’s one 
of the things that shows that Hampden is a 
great community,” Flynn said. “Everyone 
remembers. I saw people there with their 
grandchildren, same thing as me, bonding 
over when they first started going to these 
events as kids. That’s the part that makes 
the town unique, especially the people. We 
are blessed to have the ability to have kids 
grow up in a community they felt so spe-
cial growing up in.”

Approaching Maryn Rizzuto, a singer 
of the Green Meadows Singers, she talked 
about her years participating in the group 
and her excitement to finally sing this year.

“I’ve been singing for two years and 
tonight I am here with most of my friends. 
My favorite song is ‘Rocking Around the 
Christmas Tree’ and my favorite thing 
about the holiday season is receiving pres-
ents,” Rizzuto said. 

With a countdown to the lighting of the 
tree, the crowd was full of joy and Christ-
mas spirit, right as Santa and Mrs. Claus 
arrived in tandem in the decorated fire 
trucks.

“I am very proud to have one of my 
daughters sing in front of the Town House, 
it’s a really special part of Christmas and to 
have Santa kick off the season. I couldn’t 
have asked for more!” Rob Rizzuto said.

By Noelle Hisgen
Correspondent

WILBRAHAM - On Dec. 1, the Wil-
braham United Church’s United We Ring 
Handbell Ensemble held their first Christ-
mas concert, “Ring in the Season with 
United We Ring.” 

The members, or “ringers,” of the hand-
bell ensemble consisted of director Bobbie 
Morkin, John Colkos, Patti Colkos, Candy 
Dearborn, Glenna Ford, Karen Kielb, Ale-
sia Peck, Larry Picard, Audrey Pierce, Deb 
Trimble and Marge Trimble and Kimberly 
Figueroa on flute. 

During songs, there were also words 
from Audrey Pierce of the Handbell Mu-
sicians of America as the Western Massa-
chusetts Representative, as well as Aurora 
Pierangelo Frias, who spoke on behalf 
of the Wilbraham Cultural Council, who 
sponsored the event. 

The handbell ensemble is led by Bob-

bie Morkin, who directs the ensemble at 
the church. She has been with the United 
We Ring Bell Ensemble for just over three 
years. 

“Bells have the ability to produce many 
varied sounds all depending on the manner 
in which they are played. They are a tech-
nical instrument. It’s so much more than 
holding a bell and then pushing it forward 
when you want it to ring,” Morkin said. 

Deb Trimble, who has been a bell ring-
er for over 25 years, spoke about her expe-
rience with handbells. 

“We all have to be there to make the 
music come together. Bell ringing is both 
an aural and a visual performance. We have 
to think of not only how do the bells sound 
but also strive to make them look beautiful 
as well. This is the first time some of our 
players have ever performed in a concert 
setting and we’ve worked really hard to 
bring the beauty of the season through the 
bells come together,” Trimble said.

By Kristin Rivers
Editor

krivers@turley.com

WILBRAHAM - The community 
came out to Gazebo Park on Dec. 8 to light 
up the tree at the town’s Annual Christmas 
Tree Lighting.

The event was hosted by the Rota-
ry Club of Wilbraham-Hampden, with 
attendees enjoying hot chocolate, can-
dy canes and cookies served by LUSO 
Federal Credit Union--also an event 
sponsor--sleigh bells, more treats and a 
snowball throwing game from Landmark 
Realtors--another event sponsor--and a 
visit from Santa Claus, who arrived in style 
on a fire truck with the fire department.

Also, the nativity scene relocating 
from Crane Park to Gazebo Park, set up by 
Boy Scout Troop 359 after a Rotary Club 
member asked if there was something they 

could do to give it more visibility. The 
Select Board unanimously approved the 
request.

Attendees also presented dona-
tions of hygiene products to support the 

Wilbraham honors
veterans on Veterans Day

The community places their hands over their hearts as 
they recite the Pledge of Allegiance, with Elliot Sylvester, a 
member of Scout Troop 359, leading the charge. File photo

Gary Weiner, chair of the Senior Center 
Building Committee, conducts his 
presentation on the updates to the 
proposed Hampden Senior Center 
renovation and expansion. File photo

HSC renovation and expansion 
defeated again at STM

Starting during the pandemic, the HPD 
started the fire truck parade that allows 
everyone in town to see the lit up trucks 
in their own front yard. Here, members 
of the Hampden Fire Department pose 
for a group photo with one of the lit-up 
fire trucks. File photo

Community enjoys Santa, caroling 
at Annual Tree Lighting

United We Ring Handbell
Ensemble holds Christmas concert

Wilbraham lights up Christmas 
tree in Annual Tree Lighting

Members of the Rotary Club of 
Wilbraham-Hampden and Santa Claus 
pose once again for a group photo under 
the gazebo at Gazebo Park . File photo

Please see LIGHTS, page 16
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FOR MORE  INFORMAT ION CONTACT

ESEGUNDO@VFWMA.ORG,  4 13 .893 .8800

THE  CH IEF  GA MES-THE  CH IEF  GA MES- W I N N I N G  D E P T  R E C E I V E S  $ 1 , 0 0 0  W I N N I N G  D E P T  R E C E I V E S  $ 1 , 0 0 0  

DINE  IN  
OR

TAKEOUT

JANUARY  9 ,  2025
5- 7  PM  GREMIO  LUS ITANO  CLUB

JANUARY  9 ,  2025
5- 7  PM  GREMIO  LUS ITANO  CLUB

P R O U D L Y  H O S T E D  B Y :

            e v e n t  f o r  f i r s t  r e s p o n d e r s  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  w h o  l i v e  o r
w o r k  i n  L u d l o w ,  W i l b r a h a m  &  H a m p d e n ,  i n c l u d i n g  P o l i c e ,  F i r e ,

E M T s ,  H a m p d e n  C o u n t y  S h e r i f f ' s  D e p t ,  S t a t e  P o l i c e ,  E m e r g e n c y
d i s p a t c h e r s ,  a n d  a l l  d e p a r t m e n t  r e t i r e e s .

FREEFREE

Wilbraham 
Conservation Commission

LEGAL NOTICE
T h e  W i l b r a h a m 

Conservation Commission 
will hold a Public Hearing on 
Monday, January 13, 2025 
at 6:00 PM at the Wilbraham 
Town Hall, 240 Springfield 
Street, on the Notice of 
Intent submitted by CRP Red 
Bridge LLC. This Notice of 
Intent was prepared in accor-
dance with the Massachusetts 
Wetlands Protection Act and 
the Wilbraham Wetlands 
Bylaw. This project includes 
work within Land Under 
Water Bodies and Waterways, 
Bordering Land Subject to 
Flooding, Bank, Bordering 
Vegetated Wetland and the 
100’ buffer zone totaling 
approximately 34,830 square 
feet of temporary impacts 
and 10,640 square feet of 
permanent impact.  This 
Notice of Intent is being sub-
mitted to secure an Order of 
Conditions for the work com-
pleted during the Emergency 
Certificate issued after the 
foundation and powerhouse 
collapse and to continue to 
perform geotechnical borings 
to gather needed data to com-
plete final designs for the per-
manent foundation repair and 
replacement of the power-
house. The property is located 
at 5 Red Bridge Road. Further 
information relating to this 
application is on file with the 
Conservation Commission. 

Christopher Brown,  
Chairman 

01/02/2025

TOWN OF HAMPDEN 
CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING
In  acco rdance  wi th 

the  p rov i s ions  o f  t he 
Massachusetts Wetlands 
Protection Act, (MGL CH 
131, S 40), it’s implementing 
regulations (310 CMP 10.00) 
and the Town of Hampden’s 
Wetlands Protection Bylaws, 
the Hampden Conservation 
Commission will hold a pub-
lic hearing on Wednesday, 
January 15, 2025 at 6 PM 
at the Town House, 625 Main 
Street, Hampden, on a Notice 
of Intent, (NOI), submitted 
by Robert Levesque on behalf 
of Keith Nicoli for the con-
struction of a single family 
home at 0 Wilbraham Road, 
also known as Assessor’s Map 
17, Block 125. Additional 
information relat ing to 
this request is on file in the 
Conservation Commission 
office and available for review 
by the public by contacting 
the Commission. Anyone 
interested in or wishing to 
be heard on the request may 
appear at the time and place 
designated.

Hampden Conservation 
Commission. 

01/02/2025

Community Survival Center.
After Santa arrived and led the 

countdown to light up the tree, Rota-
ry Club President Peter Salerno was 
thrilled with the turnout.

“Santa brings a lot of joy to a lot of 
different people. We love doing that as 
a member of the Rotary Club. We will 
continue to do that as long as we’re 

able to do it,” Salerno said.
Timothy Tracy, the branch man-

ager at LUSO’s Wilbraham branch, is 
also a Rotary Club member.

“We love to sponsor local events 
and we’ve done this for a number of 
years now. It’s great to help the com-
munity,” Tracy said. 

Salerno expressed his gratitude 
to the community for their support, 

stressing the Rotary Club is here for 
them and they want to give back.

“We’re very proud of Wilbraham, 
we’re very proud of Hampden, we’re 
very proud of the area and I’m very 
proud of the people. I’ve been in town 
for 53 years. For 53 years, I’ve enjoyed 
being a part of the community. I am 
not the community, I am part of the 
community,” Salerno said. 

PUBLIC NOTICESLIGHTS from page 15


